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A non-profit making magazine published quarterly for the parish of Henstridge.  Advertising funds 

the printing of the magazine only.  All other elements of the publication including editing, production 

and distribution are provided by volunteers from the community. 

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in the magazine but the 

editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material for any reason.  The editor accepts no  

responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees with, views expressed in such submissions. 

Please email any items for the next edition of the magazine to WotsOnEditor@gmail.com by  

15th February 2023 at the latest. 

Whilst we make every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, the 

editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences or any errors or omissions that may occur. 



 

 Page 1 

 
Welcome to our winter edition! 

Firstly we would like to wish you a happy Christmas and New Year.  As this goes 

to print, it is just about autumn weather, but I guess that will have changed by the 

time you receive your copy. 

Do have a look at the listings showing all of the activities and contact details.  There is a 

lot going on, much of it local, some of it even free!  Hope to see you out and about. 

Thank you for the wonderful comments we have received on our new format, fewer 

words, more pictures, easy to find out what is going on in the village. 

Thank you too of course to our advertisers, they pay for the magazine, and it is through 

their contributions that you can receive the magazine free of charge.  We welcome 

several new advertisers this issue—Dorset Delights, Wessex Internet and the CAT Bus.  

You’ll see some further information about each of them inside. 

You will also read about another community initiative that is starting up—the 

Community Hub / Warm Room.  A small group of volunteers have been working hard to 

get this ready, the village hall committee, the Parish council and several local benefactors 

have all contributed.  We wish them success in their new venture. 

Our local history section contains part 1 of a 2 

part article on the War Graves in the 

cemetery.  I am sure that many of you, like 

me, have strolled through the cemetery and 

wondered what the story was behind the war 

graves.  Now you can find out! 

We have also included the regular church 

Christmas mailings—a card detailing the 

Christmas services and a letter asking for you 

support for our church. 

Enjoy our magazine, keep us posted on Wot’s 

On for you and your group.  We love to hear 

from you. 
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Wot’s On each week in the Village Hall 

 

Monday 10 am–12:00 Art Group – contact Liz Holbrook 363193 

Monday 2–3 pm U3A Table tennis –  Helen Howlett 363722 

Alternate Mondays 2:30 U3A Bridge—Howard Warden 363257  

Monday 7:30 –9:00 pm Girl Guides 

Tuesday 10:30 -12:00 am Mother and Baby group – just come along 

Tuesday 7–8:30 pm Yoga – just come along 

Wed 9:30—10:30 am Jazzercise—Justine 07780 830513 or just come along 

Thursday 7:45–8:45 pm Line Dancing – contact Ros Browning 363016 

Friday 9:30 –11 am Jazzercise—Justine 07780 830513 or just come along 

Friday 10:30 am–12:00 Loose Ends coffee morning – contact Gail Cullum 362878 

Though our listing details were correct at the time of publication, we recommend check-

ing with the venue or organisers before attending, to avoid disappointment.  

Car Boot Sale—monthly Village Hall Bootsale Facebook page or con-

tact Ros Browning 363 016 

Cameo – meets monthly contact Ros Browning 363016 

Book Club – meets monthly contact Gail Cullum 362878 

Bell Ringing—weekly contact Christine Crowther 365870 

U3A—meets bi-monthly contact Susan Kidd 362107 

Bridge – meets twice monthly contact Howard Warden 363257 

Mother & Toddler 9 am Wed mornings at the church, come along 

WI contact Sue Latimer 365765 

Wot’s On elsewhere 

Have an event going on in March—May? Get in touch with us by 15th February at  

wotsoneditor@gmail.com with the event details and we’ll do our best to feature it.  

mailto:wotsoneditor@gmail.com
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Late November 

Tues 22nd Nov Wincanton Christmas Fair, 

Wincanton Racecourse 

Entry £3: wincantonchrist-

masfair.co.uk/ 

Thurs 24th Nov, 

8.30pm  

Monthly Bird in Hand pub 

quiz, Henstridge 

£1 entry per person.  

Info: 362255 

Sat 26th Nov, 9-12 Traditional Christmas Wreath 

Workshop, Stalbridge 

Book a place: theenglishflo-

rist.co.uk  

Sat 26th Nov, 12-4 Advent Café, Henstridge Vil-

lage Hall 

Find out more: 

kateskitchenbakery.com/

events/adventcafe 

Sat 26th Nov, 7.30pm Sherborne Abbey Chamber 

Choir concert  

sherborneabbey.com/whats-

on 

Sun 27th Nov, 5pm Sherborne Abbey Advent 

Carol Service 

sherborneabbey.com/whats-

on 

December 

Thurs 1st - Sat 31st 

Dec, 11am-3pm 

Mystery & Mischief at Mon-

tacute House 

Admission applies: national-

trust.org.uk/montacute-house 

Sat 3rd Dec, 9.30-12.30 Traditional Christmas Wreath 

Workshop, Stalbridge 

Book a place: theenglishflo-

rist.co.uk  

Sat 3rd - 10th Dec Christmas Tree Festival, 

Methodist Church Cheap 

Street, Sherborne 

Free entry: cheap-

streetchurch.co.uk 

Sat 3rd - Sat 24th Dec 

11am-4pm (Closed 

Mon) 

Christmas Markethall, Gug-

gleton Farm, Stalbridge 

Free entry: facebook.com/

theguggleton 

Have an event going on in March—May? Get in touch with us by 15th February at  

wotsoneditor@gmail.com with the event details and we’ll do our best to feature it.  

mailto:wotsoneditor@gmail.com
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December 

Sat 3rd Dec - 1st Jan 

(Wed-Sun), 10am-3pm 

Enchanted Christmas Woodland, 

Barrington Court 

Admission applies: na-

tionaltrust.org.uk/

barrington-court 

Sun 4th Dec, 10-4 Sherborne Festive Shopping Day 

& Shoppers’ Carols 

Free entry: visit-

dorset.com 

Sun 4th Dec, 3.30pm The Ridgeway Singers: Tradi-

tional Dorset Christmas, St 

Gregory’s Church, Marnhull 

Book tickets: 

artsreach.co.uk/event/

west-gallery-carols 

Fri 9th Dec - Sun 1st Jan Dick Whittington, Octagon Thea-

tre, Yeovil 

Book seats: octagon-

theatre.co.uk 

Sat 10th Dec, 1-4pm Christmas fairies felting work-

shop, Henstridge Village Hall 

Info and booking: hel-

en.winkworth@hotmail.c

o.uk 

Sat 10th Dec, 2-5pm The English Florist: Willow 

Wreath Workshop, Stalbridge 

Book a place: theenglish-

florist.co.uk  

Sat 10th Dec, 9am-3pm eat:Yeovil food festival Free entry: eatfesti-

vals.org 

Sat 10th Dec, 10am-

2.30pm 

Milborne Port Christmas Fair Free entry: allevents.in/

sherborne/milborne-port-

christmas-fair 

Mon 12th Dec, 7.30pm Christmas Concert, Sherborne 

Abbey 

Free event: sherborne-

abbey.com/whats-on 

Thurs 15th Dec, 8.30pm Christmas Bird in Hand pub 

quiz, Henstridge 

£1 entry per person.  

info: 362255 

Sat 17th-Sun 18th Dec Christmas Tree Festival, St 

Mary’s Church, Templecombe 

achurchnearyou.com/

church/10903/ 
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December 

Sun 18th Dec, 12-4pm Christmas Tea Room, Hen-

stridge Village Hall 

Reserve a table: 

kateskitchenbakery.com/

events/christmas-tearoom 

Sun 18th Dec, from 5pm Sherborne Abbey Festival of 

Lessons & Carols 

Free event: sherborne-

abbey.com/whats-on 

Mon 26th Dec, gates 

open 10am 

Boxing Day Racing, Wincan-

ton Racecourse  

Book tickets: thejock-

eyclub.co.uk/wincanton/ 

January 

Thurs 5th Jan, 1.30pm Sherborne Museum Talks 

series: ‘Shire Hall Museum: 

150 Years of Courtroom 

Drama’ 

Info: sherbornemuse-

um.co.uk 

Digby Memorial Church Hall 

Sun 8th Jan, doors open 

6.30pm 

Film Night, Henstridge Vil-

lage Hall TBC 

Tickets £7, contact Ros for 

details/tickets 363016 

Thurs 26th Jan, 8.30pm Monthly Bird in Hand pub 

quiz, Henstridge 

£1 entry per person.  

Info: 362255 

February  

Thurs 2nd Feb, 1.30pm Sherborne Museum Talks 

series: ‘The Powyses in 

Dorset’ 

Info: sherbornemuse-

um.co.uk 

Digby Memorial Church Hall 

Sat 4th Feb, 2pm Ministry of Science Live, 

Octagon Theatre, Yeovil 

Book tickets: octagon-

theatre.co.uk 

Thurs 23rd Feb, 8.30pm Monthly Bird in Hand pub 

quiz, Henstridge 

£1 entry per person.  

Info: 362255 

Have an event going on in March—May? Get in touch with us by 15th February at  

wotsoneditor@gmail.com with the event details and we’ll do our best to feature it.  

mailto:wotsoneditor@gmail.com
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 Peter Oswick  

Peter Oswick was born in Enfield, Middlesex 

in 1940. He was born in his parents’ house, a 

brand new house that his hairdresser father 

bought following success on Vernons Football 

Pools. 

No sooner was Peter born than his father was 

called up in the army and found himself in the 

Chindits fighting the Japanese in the so called 

Forgotten War. Peter was six years old when 

his father returned home. 

Education was Eleven Plus leading to Enfield 

Grammar School for Boys. Top of the class in 

art and although the number of formal aca-

demic qualifications was not huge, as you will see, this was no hindrance to a 

long and successful career. 

His first job was a desk job with Legal and General Insurance but promotion op-

portunities were very limited which didn’t suit the go-ahead Oswick.  The next 

step was to join W.M.Still & Sons, an engineering company based in Bleeding Heart Yard 

next to Hatton Garden. (Interesting aside - Bleeding Heart Yard was so called as it was where 

Lady Hatton was murdered in 1646.) He had two years training and learning about engi-

neering which, together with a correspondence course, enabled him to become an 

“Engineering Rep” selling engineering parts to many companies including British Rail & 

Ken Wood. The company also produced catering equipment some of which was supplied 

to Buckingham Palace.   

This engineering education plus in-built artistic talent would provide the solid base for 

many of the big jobs that were to follow in the world of catering design.  

This job came with a company car. It was a green Morris 1000 and Peter still remembers 

the Reg No VXO 956. In this era most 20 year olds would have been surprised to have 

any car but Peter noticed that some in the company had the larger, more luxurious cars 

like Morris Oxfords. These men were in the catering division. So guess who moved into 

catering. From here on for decades Peter was in catering design working with architects 

& builders designing and installing catering equipment in hospitals, offices, hotels and 

restaurants both front & back of house.  The hotel business really took off in the 60s 

when, in an attempt to promote tourism, the government gave grants for every new hotel 

room built.  Amongst Peter’s customers were London’s Dorchester and Hilton hotels.  

This was a good time to be in this business.  

In 1979 Peter joined a division of one of the biggest hotel groups - Grand Metropolitan – 

as General Manager.  Grand Met encouraged and paid for Peter, Jean & kids to move 

from Hertfordshire to Surrey to be closer to the business.  Having done this, and coped 

with the inevitable disruption to the children’s education, two years later the company 
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 asked Peter to take on the General Manager 

Middle East role based at their company Algo-

saibi Grandmet in Saudi Arabia.  The idea of 

working abroad was very attractive to Peter so 

he moved to Saudi and Jean joined later when 

their children’s education schedule allowed. 

They were in Saudi for 5 years.  

This was an interesting place to be despite 

heavy government control.  A scary moment 

came in Jordan after taking a trip to Petra with 

Jean and daughter Amanda. Approaching the 

airport in a taxi, the airport was in darkness. Armed soldiers surrounded the taxi, a pistol 

was placed against Peter’s head as he was interrogated.  

Of course he did not have a passport to hand but when 

demanded he was fortunately able to quote his pass-

port number from memory. They were then released.  

In 1986 the Oil price crashed to below $10 per barrel 

due to a glut of crude oil. As a result, Saudis only gave 

business to companies who were 100% Saudi owned.  

Unfortunately, Algosaibi Grandmet was 51% owned by 

Grand Met in the UK and only 49% in Saudi.  So that 

was the finish of that business and the end of the Os-

wick era in Saudi. 

Back in the UK Peter eventually worked for Lockhart 

Design Services a division of Forte.  This was to keep 

Peter occupied until his retirement in 2005    

So what of Peter Oswick outside of work? 

Family. Returning to the start of this story, while at 

school he was the 2nd organist in the local Baptist Union 

Church in Enfield and he joined the Youth Club connected to the church.   Jean was also a 

member of this club. They got together in 1956 and married in 1959 when they were both 

18.  By the age of 28 they had 4 children who were, and remain, at the centre of their lives.  

They now have 12 grandchildren and 7 great grandchildren, all of which are very close. 

Music   - not only a keyboard player but also a jazz fan. The only benefit when with Legal 

& General Insurance was the company box at the Albert Hall. Company personnel went 

to the Proms etc but nobody went to Jazz apart from Peter & his mates, where they saw 

Ella Fitzgerald, Duke Ellington and many others.    

Art has always been part of Peter’s activities starting from the age of six. Wherever they 

lived he has always belonged to local art societies and still does, being with Bruton Arts 

Society  

Jean and Amanda in Saudi 
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 Lions.  Henstridge people who know Peter will associate him with The Lions. How did 

this come about?  On return to the UK after Saudi, Peter was persuaded by one of his 

Hertfordshire friends to join Lions International. This was in 1987.  Subsequently he be-

came President of Surrey Borders Lions and now President of Blackmore Vale Lions for 

the 5th time.   

The Motto “we serve” suits both Peter & Jean – it’s how they see themselves functioning 

in society. What is the biggest change in the organisation in these 35 years? People had 

more time in the 80s & 90s and lots of young people joined.  But now they don’t have the 

time or money. Therefore progressing the club has not been easy, however some new 

recent members have certainly made a difference. Peter is proud to be in Blackmore Vale 

Lions Club which has been especially active including the Xmas float, the half-marathon 

and a classic car show.    

Travel. Travel has always been, and remains, part of The Oswick’s life. They have visited 

80 countries through cruising and independent travel. 

Golf . For years both played regularly and they have played in many of the countries 

they have visited. He also played Badminton for many years. 

Traffic. For ten years Peter was chair of HALT  - Henstridge Action for Local Traffic – a 

pressure group formed to tackle traffic issues in Henstridge.  Several meetings with all 

the important agencies took place. Everyone agreed there was a problem and promised 

support but ten years later nothing has changed apart from the 20mph speed limit by the 

school.   

Why did the Oswicks choose Henstridge?  On a weekend away with friends at The 

Crown in Blandford they visited Sherborne & thought that, after retirement, this would 

be the place to live. Being close to Sherborne was enough and they moved into Hen-

stridge in 2005. They think Henstridge is an amazing place to be, full of friendly support-

ive people and, as for the local trades people, where in England could you call in the 

morning and have the job done the same day. They have never regretted the move. 

John Graham 
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 George Edwards 

Enjoy our recent picture of George Edwards with the 

rose presented to him by the Parish Council on his 

retirement after 64 years working for Henstridge. 

During that time I am told he has done every job im-

aginable around the Parish from strimming, mowing, 

hedge cutting, mending and painting things, cleaning 

and digging.  In fact, there is nothing he could not or 

would not do in his time with the Parish Council, 

including emptying all the bins at the Recrea-

tion Ground every week - often not the nicest of jobs.  

All in all, George has been an amazing asset to the Parish 

Council and is already being greatly missed.  We thank him 

very much for his wonderful service and hope he enjoys his 

retirement, with not too much lawn mowing to do at home. 

Elspeth Graham 
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 Explorers 

This half of the Autumn term 

we have been able to get “Out 

and About” with the chil-

dren. They went blackberry 

picking and with the black-

berries made blackberry and 

apple crumble in the after-

noon. They have been 

“conkering” at the park, used 

the play equipment, visited 

the shop, collected leaves in 

Oak Vale Wood and visited the church where they laid flowers in memory of The Queen. 

 Once again, the children have been able to take part in making apple juice at Quiet Cor-

ner Farm with their parents and carers. Thank you to Peter Thompson for inviting us and 

we now have some lovely apple juice to share 

at snack time. 

Back at Explorers the children have been tend-

ing, weeding and tidying the garden, planting 

onions in the raised beds, washing the 

“strawberry” and “blueberry” houses from the 

Fairy Garden and raking up the fallen leaves. 

They have also visited St Nicholas School 

learning garden and library, climbed on the 

tyre park and Trim trail and ridden their bikes 

in the school playground. As you can see at 

Explorers, we have been making the most of 

the good weather and have spent a lot of time 

outside in the fresh air. 

Explorers is open from Monday to Fri-

day from 8.45am-3.15pm during term 

time.  

For more information, please visit our 

website: www.explorers-

preschool.org.uk  

email explor-

ers.preschool@hotmail.co.uk 

mobile: 07792240804 

Anna Swinburn 
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Rainbows and Brownies  
We have enjoyed lots of activities this Autumn and managed to 

spend some time outside while the weather was nice. The girls are busy working on 

badges and learnt a lot about the Queen and her involvement with Guiding. They were 

amazed to know she made the Promise, which, although some words have changed, re-

mains in essence the same today. Later this term some of our new girls will be the first to 

make their promise using the word King. We do have spaces especially for Brownies so 

please register an interest with girlguiding.org.uk/joinus. We also have Guides who meet 

in Henstridge village hall and they would love to hear from any girl who is interested in 

knowing more about the things we do. 

Jane Jeanes Woodpecker/ Brown Owl 01963 370769 07712 824747  

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

2nd Templecombe Scouts  
The 2nd Templecombe Scouts has historically been one of the most dynamic troops in the 

country. Open to both girls and boys, the troop has travelled internationally to Jambo-

rees, including Canada and New Zealand, and it is important to note that they raised all 

the necessary funds themselves. 

Sadly, as with many things, Covid has dealt quite a blow to the troop, but they are deter-

mined to rebuild and enjoy the benefits their predecessors had and have a tremendous 

amount of fun doing this. 

 So give them a try, you won’t regret it, and maybe you too will come to treasure your 

time with the Scouts! 

The Young Ones continued 

file:///C:/Users/john/AppData/Local/Temp/pid-5572/girlguiding.org.uk/joinus
mailto:lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com
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Vicar: The Revd. Kevin Rogers  

The Vicarage, Church Street,  

Henstridge BA8 0QE   

Tel:  01963 363832   

Email:  revkrogers@gmail.com   

Churchwardens: 

Jenny Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: jennybates@waitrose.com 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Officers of the PCC: 

Vice Chair 

Hugo Barton 

Viners 

Blackmore Lane 

Henstridge 

BA8 0SN  

Tel. 01963 363193 

Email:  lizandhugo@btinternet.com 

 

Treasurer 

Keith Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: keith.bates@waitrose.com 

St Nicholas Church Henstridge 
Church Street 

Henstridge BA8 0QE 

 

From the Rector 

In the aftermath of hurricane Ian that has devastated so many lives, I was struck by 

the boats lying damaged and far from the waters edge. Sadly, their anchors, and 

moorings had come adrift.  

Amidst all the troubles and uncertainties facing us locally and internationally, a 

sacred song comes to mind: ‘When darkness seems to hide His [Jesus] face, I rest on 

His unchanging grace. In every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the 

veil. Christ alone, cornerstone, weak made strong in the Saviour’s love. Through 

the storm He is Lord, Lord of all.’ (Hillsong) 

It takes faith to believe and trust that Jesus is with me, and those whom I love and 

care for, especially when things are tough. Thankfully, faith is a gift from God. We 

need only ask for it. In our asking, we simply admit that we have wandered from God’s 

wonderful ways and invite Him to saturate every fibre of our being with his forgiving 

love and presence.  

And although we may feel that our faith is as small as a mustard seed, all we need to do 

is to exercise this faith. One great way of doing this is by talking to Jesus as though he 

was alongside us as a friend, closer than a blood relative. For we know that He loves to 
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have conversations with us, so that our relationship with Him can be fostered and 

grown.  

When times are hard, we need one another even more. That is what Church is about. 

Meeting and encouraging one another in the presence of God. So do feel able to come 

along.  

Kind regards, 

Rev Kevin (Tel: 01963 363832) 

Gift Day  
Our church Gift day will be on December 3rd, the nearest Saturday to our patronal festival 

which is on 6th December. Gift day envelopes and letters will have arrived with Wot’s On 

and can of course be brought back at any time but if you come on 3rd we will be offering 

refreshments during the day and a chance to chat. I am hopeful that we can offer hot 

soup and bread and cheese at lunchtime. Please look out for the posters. 149 years ago 

services would have been held in the newly opened school as the church was almost 

entirely demolished before being rebuilt. It was stated that when the ivy was taken off 

the walls they fell down and the roof timbers collapsed due to woodworm.  

Christingle 
You will see from the Christmas card that we are holding our Christingle this year at 3 

pm on 11th December. We are going to make Christingle part of the activities and there 

will be other crafts available from 3pm. We will have tea altogether before starting our 

service around 4pm. Offers of cake will be welcome. Please come and join us if you can. 

This is a wonderful way for children and adults to be together and enjoy festive activities 

and worship together. Candles and children’s faces on a dark December afternoon are a 

combination not to be missed. We are raising money for the Children’s Society, a charity 

which does so much for children who are having a tough time. 

Details of our regular church services: 

Church Matters continued 

Parish Henstridge Templecombe Horsington 

First 
Sunday 

10:30 Morning 
Worship 

10:30 Morning 
Worship 

09:00 Holy 
Communion 

Second 
Sunday 

10:30 Holy 
Communion 

09:00 Holy 
Communion 

10:30 Morning 
Worship 

Third 
Sunday 

10:30 Holy 
Communion 

10:30 Morning 
Worship 

09:00 Said Holy 
Communion 

Fourth 
Sunday 

10:30 Joint Benefice Service (See a church near you.com for the venue) 

Fifth 
Sunday 

10:30 Joint Benefice Service (See a church near you.com for the venue) 
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Parish Council  

Please refer to the Parish council website 

for information on the activities of the 

council.  An interim clerk has been 

hired, regular contributions will resume 

hopefully by the next issue of Wot’s On. 

 

Henstridge Parish  

Council 

 
Contact the Parish Clerk 

Mob: 07745 270285 

Email: clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Web: www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Meet the Parish Council: 

Chair—Ken Courtenay  

Deborah Petheram  Jane Rose 

Dennis Finch  Andy Scard 

Adrian Gaymer  Veronica Smith  

Elspeth Graham  Christine Steel 

John Graham  Peter Thompson  

Barry Howlett   

Administration for the council is dealt with by the Clerk and Proper officer. 

In the first instance, all enquiries should be made to the Clerk. 
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Helplines 

Samaritans 116123 24 hrs or email jo@samaritans.org 

Young Minds parents Helpline 08088 025544 (Mon-Fri 9.30-4pm free) 

www.youngminds.org.uk 

National Domestic Abuse Helpline 0808 2000 247 24hrs free 

www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk 

Childline  0800 1111  9 am -3.30am free  

www.childline.org.uk 

The Silver Line (for older people)  0800 4 70 80 90 24 hrs free 

www.thesilverline.org.uk 

Mind Infoline 0300 123 3393 (Mon-Fri 9am-6pm) 

www.mind.org.uk has a Get Help Now button 

http://www.childline.org.uk
http://www.thesilverline.org.uk
http://www.mind.org
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 Drop Scones or Scotch Pancakes 
Drop scones, also called scotch pancakes, are easy 

to make and economical.  They are a good choice 

for tea time or a breakfast if you are busy and short 

of time.  Made by dropping spoonfuls of an egg, 

flour and milk batter on to a hot plate or frying 

pan, they cook in a few minutes, and there is no 

need to heat the oven which is now a real 

consideration when thinking of cost. Eaten with 

butter and jam or fruit and cream, much as you 

would with a traditional scone or waffle they are delicious. The recipe below makes 

a lot - about 30 - so you may prefer to halve the quantities 

 According to royal records they were a favourite of Queen Elizabeth II. In 1960, the 

Queen treated then-President Dwight Eisenhower and his wife Mamie to her drop scones 

during their stay at Balmoral. They enjoyed them and she promised to 

send the recipe.  

I have used Queen Elizabeth’s recipe here, which measures ingredients 

with tea cups and tablespoons.  I checked the size given for a standard tea 

cup which is 5 fl oz, - smaller than most today. I had to find a 5oz cup 

from an old tea set but useful if you don’t have weighing scales.  

Ingredients 

4 tea cups of plain white flour ( approx. 320 g /11 oz) .  

4 tablespoons caster sugar (90g) 

3 tea cups milk = 15 fl oz or 400ml 

2 eggs  

2 tablespoons melted butter ( approx. 30g) 

The raising agent given is bicarbonate of soda and cream of tartar  - I have replaced this 

with two teaspoons of baking powder. 

Method 

Place the flour, baking powder, and sugar in a mixing bowl. 

Add the eggs and 2 cups of milk beating with a whisk until 

you have a smooth, thick batter. Then whisk in more of the 

milk as needed until the batter is like thick pouring cream – 

you may not need all the milk.  Melt the butter and stir into 

the batter.  

Using a medium setting heat a large non-stick frying pan 

and grease with a little oil or butter. Drop the mixture in 

dessert spoonfuls onto the hot pan, spacing the mixture 

well apart to allow for them to spread. If the mixture is a 

little too thin the drop scones will spread out more, if too 

thick they may be a little solid.  
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Could you become a 

Friend of the Balsam Centre ? 
The Balsam Centre is an independent, 

local charity delivering health and well-

being services, especially mental health 

support, in Wincanton and surrounding 

rural areas – including Henstridge !   

The Centre works with people of any age, 

background or circumstances at whatever 

point in their lives that they seek help.  

Friends of the Balsam Centre commit to a 

regular monthly or quarterly donation to 

support the work of the Centre.   

Please contact Sue Place sue-

place@balsamcentre.org.uk or ring 01963 

31842 for an application form.   

Thank You !   

Be careful not to have the heat too high or the scones will 

get too brown or burnt underneath before the bubbles 

have appeared on top.  

Once the bubbles have appeared on the surface, turn the 

scones over with a palette knife or spatula and cook on the 

other side for a further 30 seconds to 1 minute, or until 

they are lightly golden brown.  

Lightly grease the pan and repeat to cook more pancakes.  

You can keep them warm on a plate covered in a tea cloth 

whilst cooking. If they do get cold they can be easily 

reheated in a few seconds in a microwave 

 The batter doesn’t keep well so better to cook too many 

and freeze. They can then be defrosted and warmed up 

when wanted. 

 

Jenny Bartholomew 

Winter recipe continued 

mailto:sueplace@balsamcentre.org.uk
mailto:sueplace@balsamcentre.org.uk
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 Henstridge Village Hall 

We are busy scheduling in all our clubs and groups onto the 2023 calendar, so 

please get in touch if you are planning a party or event for next year so you can be 

sure of a slot.  

The One Woman Music Hall event on the 22nd October titled Marie Lloyd Stole My 

Life by Lottie Walker took on an extra dimension, to the delight of those present, 

when Gilbert and Sullivan’s Nightmare was also performed,. This event was very 

well received so we are hoping that another show can be put together next year. 

Many thanks to Mair Graham who made the contacts and arrangements.  

By the time of reading our Christmas Craft Fayre will also have taken place.  With at least 

twenty stalls and a huge range of products we are hoping for a good footfall to make it all 

worth while for all the effort the stall holders would have put in.  

November 13th is the date for the showing of the new Downton Abbey film preceded 

with a high tea to get everyone in the mood. There will even be bubbly, how decadent is 

that at tea time?  

We are still holding our car boot and table top sales on the 4th Sunday of each month, 

there are lots of different interesting sellers each time. When you have perused them all 

sit and have natter over a cuppa and maybe choose a little something from our breakfast 

menu, we even serve Doggy Breakfasts.  

The Village Hall is hosting the Warm Room project this winter and two members of the 

new ‘Henstridge Community Hub’ who are running it have joined the Village Hall com-

mittee.  

Funding from the Lottery has been sent in for the Audio Visual system and we wait with 

fingers crossed that it will be approved.  

We are still looking for new members to join the committee, we meet just once a month, 

generally on a Thursday morning.  We need people who have vision, new ideas and want 

to see their Village Hall flourish. If you only have a little time to spare once in a while, to 

help at fundraising events or with little jobs that may need doing, become a Friend of the 

Hall and join the list of willing folk who we can call on to lend a hand. Get in touch with 

any of the members of the committee and have a chat, we are a very friendly bunch and 

would love to hear from you.  

As it was for our dear late Queen Elizabeth, your Village Hall will be the centre for the 

celebrations of the Coronation of King Charles III on the 6th of May next year, it is won-

derful to have something as momentous as this to look forward to. From all the team we 

wish you all a very Happy Christmas.  

Carolyn Nichols Chairman 01963363123 

carolyn.nichols@mail.com or henstridgebookings@gmail.com 
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Henstridge Community Hub – The Warm Room. 

The newly-formed Henstridge Community Hub is launching a Warm Room for the Hen-

stridge community. It is designed to offer local people a warm and welcoming venue, 

initially on a Friday afternoon but hopefully increasing to several afternoons a week as 

demand increases. Hot food, tea and coffee will be served in a safe and comfortable envi-

ronment. Also on offer will be useful and simple advice sessions including on how to 

insulate your home and a directory of organisations offering assistance. 

The community is really coming together to support this initiative: The Village Hall Com-

mittee have offered the Lounge space and use of the kitchen spaces free of charge; the 

Loose Ends team are supplying tea and coffee and the Blackmore Vale Lions have made a 

generous donation. The Virginia Ash pub, the Oddfellows and the Somerset Foundation 

are also supporting the Warm Room. 

By the time you receive your copy of Wot's On, a pilot Warm Room session will have 

gone ahead and we are sure it will grow as more and more of friends and neighbours 

hear about the project. Do look out for posters, leaflets and posts on Nextdoor for infor-

mation about future Friday / weekday meet-ups. 

For more information contact  

Ronnie Smith 077 2420 6814 

Helen Howlett 077 9179 9998 

Barry Howlett 079 6922 2240 

Bird in Hand 

 
Your friendly local pub 

Skittle Alley available for functions 

Real Ale, local cider and guest beers available 
Lunch time bar snacks 

Sky Sports 

Telephone: 01963 362255 

News & Events continued 

Brian Kinder & Son 

Motor engineers 
Servicing & repairs to all makes 

 

Unit 7A Marsh Lane Industrial Estate,  
Henstridge BA80TG 

Telephone: 01963 363151 or 07714 293852 
Email: gkinder2808@gmail.com 

Web: www.briankinderandson.co.uk 

Blackmore Vale Lions Club Press Release re Henstridge Community Hub 

BVLC supports charitable and worthwhile causes locally, nationally and international-

ly. An immediate grant of £500 was approved by the members with another £500 possi-

bly available once the Community Support Hub has experience of actual costs.   

Reppresentatives for  the Community hub on Henstridge Parish Council commented 

“We are really grateful for this donation from BVLC. We appreciate the Lions speedy 

support to our community.  We have applied for help from elsewhere”. 

Peter Oswick, President of BVLC said “Henstridge is bang in the centre of our patch. It 

could not be more local. With people being invited from outside Henstridge it’s a cause 

we are delighted to support”  
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Defibrillators: Busting the Myths 

A few weeks ago someone at Loose Ends told me that 4 Defibs in the village was possibly 

overdoing it! Well, here are some facts. In the event of a heart attack you have 10 (ten) 

minutes to help; you need to reach a defib within 3-4 minutes and get back to the patient 

and apply the pads. While there is no guarantee that this will work, it is almost guaran-

teed that doing nothing will not work. Of course, you will have called an ambulance, but 

response times at best were 18 minutes, and lately have been over 3 hours (not the crew’s 

fault). So actually the master plan, developed in Seattle, is to have defibs every 250 yards. 

This is difficult for us in Henstridge, as we need to find safe sites, and the machines and 

boxes are expensive, about £2500 installed. We are working on this, but if you wish to 

contribute to the cost of the next machine, please let us know. 

So how does it work? When you get to a machine you will have to phone 999 to get the 

code that opens the door; this ensures that the Ambulance service has been called. Obvi-

ously therefore, you need to have a mobile phone; if you don’t, call 999 before setting out, 

tell them the location of the machine and ask for the code then. Take the machine home 

and follow the instructions. 

“You need to be trained to use a defib”. No, you don’t! The machine talks very loudly to 

you (in case you are deaf) and tells you in 

simple language what to do; there are also 

pictograms to show you. However, we realise 

that most people would feel happier with 

some basic training. Covid had stopped our 

plans but we are hoping to re-start the pro-

cess for Spring of next year. 

“The machines are dangerous”. No, they are 

not. They will not work unless applied to a 

patient whose heart is in atrial fibrillation. 

They cannot emit a charge any other way. 

Not everyone can get to the machine in quick 

time, so get a” buddy”, someone you can call 

at any time of day or night who knows the 

location of the nearest machine and can get it 

for you. Hand in hand with this, learn CPR; 

YouTube has some great videos. 

If you are financially able you can now buy 

home defibs; once featured in a James Bond 

film, they work, just as long as there is a 

News & Events continued 
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pretty girl in attendance who can push the button! Seriously, they are not DIY machines; 

you will need help. 

So what can you do to help yourself and your family? Find the location of your nearest 

machine and read the instructions on the box so that you will know what to do in an 

emergency. Learn CPR; always useful. Lastly, support Henstridge Defibrillator Project 

financially. We are all volunteers and are a non-profit organisation. Lastly, if you see any-

one tampering with any of the machines, call the police on 999; the courts take a very dim 

view of this and pass sentence accordingly. 

Simon Cullum, John Graham 

#SaveSafely this winter 

With living costs rising all the time, every-

one is looking for ways to save some money, 

so Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Ser-

vice is highlighting some areas where a sav-

ing could be a false economy – and a fire 

risk. 

The Service is asking people to #SaveSafely, and there is a wealth of information about 

staying safe at home and on the roads at 

www.dwfire.org.uk/save-safely. This in-

News & Events continued 

http://www.dwfire.org.uk/save-safely


 

 Page 21 

 
cludes energy saving tips, cooking safely advice, how to stay warm safely, staying safe 

when cutting costs, cutting the costs of driving, and signposting to financial help. 

Some top tips include: 

• Pulling something like electric heaters or electric blankets out of the loft, that 

haven’t been used for years, can be risky. Watch for signs of dangerous or loose 

wiring, such as scorch marks, hot plugs and sockets, fuses that often blow, or 

circuit breakers that trip for no obvious reasons. 

• If you’re drying clothes indoors rather than use a tumble dryer, keep them well 

away from the heat source so they can’t catch fire. 

• Air fryers and microwave ovens are great at saving energy when cooking, but 

please read the manufacturer’s instructions and keep them clean between uses. 

• Getting chimneys swept when you have a woodburner or open fire is essential to 

reduce the risk of chimney fires. Also be careful of what you burn; green 

(unseasoned) wood may seem cheap, but it doesn’t create much heat and it cre-

ates a residue that can easily catch alight within the chimney. 

• Get your boiler serviced – a well maintained boiler is more efficient and reduces 

the dangers of carbon monoxide poisoning. 

• Only use the correct charger for mobile devices. Although it can be cheaper to 

buy imported and unofficial chargers, fake 
Blackmore Vale Forge 

General blacksmith and welding 
Telephone: 01963 364116 
Email: blackmorevaleforge@gmail.com 

News & Events continued 
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ones are often made with poor quality components that fail to meet UK safety 

regulations. This means they can cause injury, electric shocks and even fires. 

• Make sure you follow the manufacturer’s instructions when using wheat bags – 

don’t heat them for too long, or at too high a temperature. 

The Fire and Rescue Service offers free Safe & Well advice, which can include a home 

visit and the provision of smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. To request this for 

yourself, a family member or a vulnerable person, please call 0800 038 2323 or visit 

www.dwfire.org.uk/safe-and-well-visits 

Church Flowers and Church Cleaning 
A very big thank you to everyone who made the church look so lovely for our harvest 

celebrations. Our next whole church decorating will be for Christmas. We don’t have 

flowers for part of Advent but will decorate on Saturday 17th December. There are some 

windows which don’t have regular decorators so please get in touch with Jane. Also if 

you would like to donate flowers in memory of a loved one please let Jane know. 

If you like dusting, polishing brass or general cleaning and have the odd hour to spare 

could you think about offering to help us keep our beautiful church clean? 

Please talk to Jane on 01963 370769 

 

 

MB Electrical – Part P Registered 

Mike Barnes domestic electrical work  
& PAT testing 

Telephone: 01963 363133 or 07966 108590 

        Specialist work 

. Asbestos Removal 

. Graffiti Removal 

. Bio-Hazard and Decontamina-
tion 

. Roof Cleaning And Treatments 

. Render Cleaning 

. Waste Removal legally compli-
ant to HSE Guidelines 

. For other cleaning work please 
visit our website  

For Certain works stage pay-
ments can be arranged 

 
Tel:  01963 364588 

Web: www.razdaz.co.uk  

Email: info@razdaz.co.uk 

News & Events continued 

http://www.dwfire.org.uk/safe-and-well-visits
http://www.razdaz.co.uk
mailto:info@razdaz.co.uk
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The CAT Bus 

Do you ever have difficulty finding 

transport to go shopping or to get to a 

hospital or doctor’s appointment? Does 

your club or group of friends need 

transport to get to an event or to go for 

a day out?  Read on 

The CAT bus – a Community Accessi-

ble Transport bus – is an independent 

charity based in Wincanton that offers 

transport services for those who don’t 

have their own means to get to the 

places they need to get to.  

The CATBUS started in 2003 and now 

has five minibuses, eleven  paid drivers and  

six volunteer drivers. The service is availa-

ble seven days a week but usually operates Monday to Friday. Special events such 

as vaccination clinics can be accommodated at weekends. 

South Somerset Community Accessible Transport is governed by eight trustees. 

Operations Manager, Ian Broad, is responsible to the trustees for the efficient run-

ning of the operation and the necessary fund raising. 

The two services on offer are Ring & Ride and 

The Social Car Scheme. 

Ring and Ride is a demand-responsive scheme 

using the minibuses to serve the main towns of 

Bruton, Castle Cary, Wincanton and the sur-

rounding villages in the catchment area.  Hen-

stridge is in this defined operation area, therefore 

Henstridge residents can call on these services.  

People in villages with no transport or infrequent 

transport can use this service to access the main 

towns or to link with other bus or train services. The bus can take people who live in 

this area to venues outside the area but people living outside the area cannot call on the 

service. 

Transport is available to people of all ages who are unable to use the regular bus service 

because it does not meet their needs or  because they have mobility issues. Each minibus 

has wheelchair access and can accommodate one wheelchair on any journey. Drivers 

will help you onto the bus if you need it, and carry your shopping for you.  

So how does it work in practice as far as the customers are concerned? The customer 
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Ian Broad, Operations Manager 
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telephones the office and says where they want to go and when, e.g.  I want to go shop-

ping at Morrisons in Wincanton next Thursday. The office staff will collect similar calls to 

build a group to go the location on a particular day. Putting a group together is essential - 

obviously it is not economic to take just one or two people on a sixteen seater minibus. 

Once time and location is confirmed, the bus will collect from the customers’ homes and 

subsequently return there. There is a zone-based fare structure (see southsomer-

setringride.org.uk) but holders of a bus pass are entitled to a 50% discount. 

But it’s not just shopping trips, it can be almost anything for example if a group of people 

want to get to the airport, your local society or association might fancy a day out to a Na-

tional Trust property or a care home might want to take a group of residents on a day trip 

to, say,  Lyme Regis.  

A good example of what can be done is  “Live at Home”. Based in Wincanton’s Memorial 

Hall this is a lunch club designed to increase social interaction for members of the com-

munity.  The bus collects people from their houses, delivers them to the Memorial Hall 

and takes them home after lunch.   In the coming weeks there will no doubt be several 

groups being taken out for Xmas lunches. CAT also has a contract with SSDC for a school 

run. 

It is important to emphasise that this service is available to anyone or any group that 

wants to use it; it is not just for the elderly 

Most people assume that the CAT bus is council run; it is not.  CAT is an independent 

non-profit making charity. Income in 2021 was £123k with approximately half of that 

coming from donations and grants, the remainder from the zoned fares structure and the 

national concessionary bus pass scheme.  Costs are labour, maintenance and fuel all of 

which are rising. Bus maintenance is provided by a specific company based in Yeovil (a 

licence condition). CAT bus is 

fortunate to be able to use the 

safe, nearby premises of Wincan-

ton Logistics for free overnight 

parking. 

Donations come from towns and 

parishes. There are 31 parishes in 

the catchment area. Nine of these 

parishes make donations.  The 

towns Bruton, Castle Cary & Win-

canton make donations and SSDC 

have been generous in the past 

including £10k for a new bus but, 

as we know, SSDC will no longer 

exist after March 2023. We wait to 

see how, or if, the Unitary Au-

Special Feature continued 
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thority will support organisations like this. 

The second service provided by the CAT bus operation is the Social Car Scheme. This 

service is for medical purposes only such as visits to the surgery or hospital appoint-

ments. This is a door to door service provided by volunteer drivers in their private cars. 

The CAT bus office makes the arrangements. Customers pay the driver 50p per mile. The 

office does not make a charge for providing this service. Like the Ring and Ride service 

customers have to sign up as members of the Travel Club with an annual registration fee 

of just £10. 

This service is increasingly in demand with a 60% increase in the last year and the office 

now handling six or seven requests each day. Unfortunately, there has been no increase 

in the number of volunteer drivers creating pressure on what is such a valuable service. 

There are currently twenty two volunteer drivers.  Volunteers are not required to make a 

minimum commitment; whatever time people can offer is greatly appreciated. Managing 

this service occupies about 50% of office administration time. More drivers are needed! 

Operations Manager, Ian, is aware that 

many people in our area are not aware of 

the services that are on offer from CAT bus. 

We can expect to see some rebranding in the 

near future and a CAT bus presence at more 

public events such country fairs in an 

attempt to raise the profile of the operation. 

If you want to take advantage of these ser-

vices call 01963 33864 

For more information visit   southsomer-

setringride.org.uk 

John Graham 

Special Feature continued 

If you are a driver that can spare a few hours a week, please call  CAT 

bus on 01963 33864 as they are in great need of car drivers to take 

people to doctors and hospital appointments 

https://southsomersetringride.org.uk/
https://southsomersetringride.org.uk/
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Westree Company 

Tree surgery, pruning, reductions, felling, stump 
removal, emergency tree works, logs for sale. 
Hedge trimming, reductions, planting, sheds, 

summerhouses, garden rooms,  
equestrian buildings, garages 

Telephone: 01963 362615 
Email: enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk 

Web: www.westreecompany.co.uk 

Derek Etherington Dip(I.T.) BSc (Hons) 

Broadband, wireless / wired networks. PC, Mac, 
iPad, Smartphone, Tablet etc. Computer repairs 
and upgrades. Tuition available. Free local callout. 

Websites designed & maintained. CISCO trained 
Reasonable rates. Monday – Friday 9am-6pm 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07855 287150 
Email: info@dcenet.co.uk 

Web: www.dcenet.co.uk 

Dorset Delights 

Dorset Delights, set up in 2010 by Alice and Louise, offers a full outside catering 

service, but their most popular service, and one which they get amazing testimo-

nials for, is wakes! On the face of it this sounds a bit odd, but when you are in the 

throes of dealing with the death of a loved one, having an expert hand to take on 

the responsibility of managing the wake can be a great relief. Everything is cov-

ered, from venue booking to clearing up, and they are very flexible with any op-

tions you may have, including working to a fixed budget or with specific menus, 

such as vegetarian. The testimonials show that many customers in this position 

have had a major worry lifted from them for which they were very grateful. 

On a different note, their web site shows that afternoon teas, weddings, and cor-

porate functions are also managed with equal charm and efficiency, with wide-

ranging menu choices. If you are lucky, you may even get to taste their famous 

secret recipe Quiche, which gets rave reviews every time. 

So rather than trying to do it all yourself, when you next have a function that de-

mands food, don’t despair, call Alice or Louise and let your worries disappear. 

(www.dorsetdelightscatering.co.uk) 
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 Wessex Internet 

Say goodbye to ancient copper cables and hello to a connection you can depend 

on as Wessex Internet prepare to bring ultrafast fibre broadband to residents 

and businesses in Henstridge. With download speeds of up to 900Mbps (11 x 

faster than the UK's average broadband speed) our lightning fast packages 

make buffering a thing of the past meaning you no longer have to worry about 

disruptions when you’re streaming your favourite boxsets or making those 

important video calls.  

As a local business, we have seen first-hand how the digital divide impacts our 

neighbours. That’s why we’re committed to connecting even the most remote 

villages and hamlets. We work with residents, not against them. Our communi-

ty focused approach makes us different to other providers and is what helped 

us secure Full Fibre Innovation Award 2022 at the prestigious Connecting Brit-

ain event in London. Wessex Internet scooped the Full Fibre Innovation Award 

for achieving a marked presence in a competitive market - with a focus on local/

regional marketing innovation and empowering and educating people to make 

an informed full fibre choice.  

To find out more and to register your interest check out our website, alterna-

tively you can call our friendly support team where you’ll be put straight 

through to a helpful voice live from our Dorset HQ. 
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 Jottings from the Lady Shed 
A little garden housekeeping now will have seen non hardy plants already lifted 

and mulch applied to protect borderline hardy plants such as Lily of the Nile 

(agapanthus), red hot poker (Kniphofia) and cape fuchsias (phygelius). Tie up the 

plants’ own leaves to protect the crown. Potential winter homes for insects may be 

made by leaving faded herbaceous plant material to rot. Bricks or expensive feet 

will raise patio pots out of the winter wet. 

As the days are getting shorter it is the perfect time to plant shrubs particularly 

hardy deciduous ones such as witch alder (fothergilla), witch hazel (hamamelis) 

and hydrangeas. A couple of shrubs that light up the garden at this time of year are 

smoke tree (cotinus coggygria); the purple leaved varieties of this transition to scarlet 

now while varieties with green leaves turn orange-red. The richly perfumed flowers of 

arrow wood (viburnum x bodnantense) come into flower with the falling leaves.  

The final lifting, dividing and replanting of border plants before the ground freezes is 

underway and while lingering at a border, I can see a ‘number one eyeball improvement’ 

to our planting scheme. The deciduous forest pansy (cercis canadnesis), which I now un-

derstand may grow to six plus feet, will hastily be moved to a more focal place, where it 

will hopefully lead the eye through to other dark colours in the border.  

Beautiful planting schemes rarely happen by chance. They require thought and planning 

and there is no better time of the year, than in the quieter winter months to do this. It is 

one of the most challenging but interesting gardening jobs. A detailed plan to scale 

should be drawn. Details of height and spread of the plants as well as colour, texture and 

flowering times noted. If you, like me, keep these details in your head, it obviously does 

not always work out, but the process is lots of fun. 

I think personal border balance is like clothes shopping. Is the border or wardrobe 

checked before virtual or in-person shopping begins? If this preplanned activity has oc-

curred, then perhaps there will be fewer impulse purchases made. Do we play safe and 

repeat the tried and tested colour 

schemes that are in our comfort zone, or 

do we want to focus the eye with a bold 

statement piece? Personally, I want to 

know why plants do not grow in my 

garden, as predicted on the label, in 

size, shape and colour and why clothes 

do not look the same on me as on the 

model. 

Susan Kidd née Billitt  

24.10.2022. 
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 The Henstridge Flyers WI  

As usual, the last few months has been a very happy time for our members. 

We had a visit to The Story Pig, a lavender farm just outside Sherborne, and 

enjoyed lunch in a tepee and a lovely walk to enjoy the fields of lavender and the 

piglets! 

We enjoyed a visit to Holme Gardens, near Wimborne, and as usual, had lunch.  

The gardens are fabulous and well worth a visit. 

Our croquet afternoon at the Village Hall was a great success, and we welcomed 

members from Milborne Port and Stalbridge.  We set up three pitches {or lawns} 

and most of us had a couple of games.  I am happy to say that Elspeth won The 

Margaret Hunt Challenge Cup.  We rounded off the afternoon with a cream tea. 

Our project in Oakvale Wood has now been completed.  Dave Thompson made and 

installed the bench, and bulbs were planted by Margaret and Mike Cook.  Not an easy job 

in view of the unfriendly ground! 

I am happy to report that our membership is increasing, all down to the hard work put in 

by the committee.  Come and join us.  We have lots planned for the next few months. 

Sue Latimer, secretary  01963 365765 

susanlatimer155@gmail  

News From the Lions’ Den 
GREAT NEWS !!  we have yet another new member– Gil Marston-

Haynes from Henstridge. 

Our well known Annual Half Marathon will be run on Sunday 5th 

February 2023 and more details can be found on the special website bvlhm@yolasite.com 

If you could help with marshalling etc please let us know. 

Unfortunately we will not be running the Xmas float again but will be bucket collecting 

at various local venues. 

Who knows, the dream of building a float that could be used throughout the year and not 

just for Xmas may be realized in 2023. 

We have donated £500 towards the running of the Warm Room in Henstridge Village 

Hall, more information is in separate articles. 

Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) collect monies from Lions Clubs throughout 

the World. This has enabled them to 

award grants totalling $2,694,934 this 

year to assist refugees and displaced 

persons mostly caused by the Ukraine 

crisis’. 

Individual Clubs working together 

can work miracles. 

Why not join us - we have a great deal 

of fun especially at our social 
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occasions e.g. our monthly dinners, skittles matches etc.. 

As always we continue with helping those in need locally.  As usual a big thank you! – to 

all of you that have supported and helped us. 

Our motto as ever is “we serve”. 

Lion President Peter Oswick 

01963 363281  peter.oswick@btinternet.com 

U3a 
The membership is now back to the pre-covid level following the Open Afternoon in 

September, thanks to all the members that made this a success.  

It is an interesting fact that the invention and widespread use of motorcycle helmets 

followed the tragic motorcycle death of T. E. Lawrence dubbed ‘Lawrence of Arabia’. Our 

17th January speaker, Susan Vincent, traces his life and the time he spent in Dorset prior 

to the accident. 

Looking ahead to March 7th and after the AGM Denise Edwards will reveal the ‘Tricks of 

the trade’ and the hoops that must be jumped through by those who wish to climb onto 

the Stunt Register. She will relive the danger of some scenes and talk about some of the 

actors for whom she has doubled. 

Note that non-members can attend any of the groups for a couple of sessions, to see if 

they wish to continue, before being asked to join the u3a. Just like it says, the Open 

Meetings are open to the general public and all are welcome. 

Henstridge Village Hall BA8 0QD.       Tel: 01963 362107          

Susan Kidd Chair 
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News from the Hive 
We are slowly winding down activities and not venturing too far away these days. We 

still enjoy foraging on warm sunny days and are enjoying all the late flowers which the 

very welcome rain has encouraged. The ivy is flowering well but does apparently 

produce honey which Ken doesn’t like. (Climate change means ivy is flowering much 

earlier but the honey sets even harder than the honey from oil seed rape). We haven’t 

seen Ken for a long time but he did make sure we were all ok before he went into hospital 

and we have had a visit from Bishop Michael. We are sure someone will check our rooves 

are secure. We know there is plenty of honey for sale and that lots of prizes were won at 

the honey show in Castle Cary. There will be a honey stall at North Cheriton Christmas 

Fair and in Sherborne so come and visit or give Jane a ring. 

Ken Jeanes - 01963 370769 lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Clubs & Societies continued 

Vale Auto Services 

Low Cost Motoring Centre 
Premium service at sensible prices 

MOT £40 while you wait: Monday-Saturday 

Servicing, Repairs, Diagnostics, Tyres, 
Laser Wheel Alignment 

Free Collection / Delivery / Courtesy Car 
Telephone: 01963 362843 

Web: www.valeautoservices.co.uk 

mailto:lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com
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Our winning photo from your 

Jubilee entries was chosen by 

Claire Norris, the Wot’s On 

photographer.  Congratulations, 

Jane, a lovely photo recognising 

your many years of service to the 

local school.  Well done! 
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 Not forgotten. 

The Commonwealth War Graves official 

register records SEVEN graves in the 

burial ground at St Nicholas in 

Henstridge.  There are two more recent 

Commonwealth War Graves which the 

opportunity hasn’t allowed to follow up 

and include this time.   “The Unending 

Vigil” written here in the Summer 2018 

edition explores the history, motives, 

philosophy and indeed the great debt 

owed to the Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission. For sure the tip of a very 

large inauspicious iceberg could be looming 

when it comes to ‘doing the right thing’ with 

the death of service personnel, burial and 

‘official’ CWG recognition with the distinct 

white headstone.  

WW1 Private John Sherrin 

WW2 Lieutenant Henry John Speak 

WW2  Sub Lieutenant Philip Ramsey Turland 

WW1 Private Herbert John Burgess  

WW2 Commander William Goodenough Halliley  

WW2 Lieutenant Charles Frederick Ruck Keene  

WW2 Second Lieutenant Reginald Hubert Stern 
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In this Part 1, we will look into the three that have Commonwealth War Graves 

Headstones.  In a later article, we will examine the others. 

 

Henstridge History continued 
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WW1 Private John Sherrin 92283 Royal Defence 

Corp - Commonwealth War Grave.  

Not commemorated on the obelisk war memorial at 

the Ash. 

Died 17 December 1919 aged 46 

Epitaph: ‘Fight the Good Fight’ 

Bessie Kingsbury’s mother Emily was a midwife for 

Doctor Moyle and  her brothers were Arthur and 

Ernest, the writer of the first world war diary. 

Bessie Kingsbury met John Sherrin and they were 

married in Henstridge on 22nd November 1906. 

The couple  went on to have four children, Grace, 

Marilyn, Arthur, and Albert.  John was working at 

Bailey Gate milk factory near Poole at the time of 

his son Albert’s birth in 1917. The family then 

moved to Poulshot near Devizes where John worked at Ansty’s Tobacco Factory. Whilst 

here he was called up into the Royal Defence Corp. Towards the end of the war John 

Sherrin was guarding prisoners-of-war at Dorchester and while home on leave was taken 

ill and admitted to South Tidworth Military Hospital in Wiltshire. Sadly, on 17 December 

1943 aged just 46, John Sherrin died of 

bronchial pneumonia, possibly because of the 

influenza virus. John was brought home to 

Henstridge from the hospital and buried in a 

Commonwealth War grave in the churchyard. 

 After John’s death, his sister and her husband 

Annie and Jimmy Hamblin wanted to adopt 

the two oldest children Marilyn and Arthur, 

but John’s wife Bessie would not hear of it; she 

wanted to keep the family together. Arthur 

and Albert went to stay with John’s other 

sister Mary and her husband Harry Wiscombe 

and family at Up Lyme near Lyme Regis. The 

two girls Marilyn and Grace Sherrin stayed 

with their mother Bessie,  living in a cottage in 

the High Street, before moving to one of the 

new ‘homes fit for heroes’ named Sunnyside at 

Jenny Close  (28 Ash Walk.)  [Memories shared 

by Elizabeth Wareham  - granddaughter of 

John Sherrin.] 

 

Henstridge History continued 



 

 Page 36 

 

WW2 Lieutenant Henry John Speak Royal Navy 

HMS Dipper  - Commonwealth War Grave  

Died 11 June 1944 aged 24. 

Henry John Speak was born in 1919, the son of 

William Henry and Maud Speak nee Macfie.  In 

1921 Henry aged one year and nine months was 

living at 3 Hitchin Road, Stevenage, 

Hertfordshire. William, his 50-year-old father, 

was employed as a commercial traveller working 

for a ready-made clothing manufacturer. Henry’s 

older sister Beatrice Mary aged seven was born in 

Harpenden, Hertfordshire. [1921 Census] 

Living with the family was William’s 60-year-old 

sister Annie who was a single woman working as 

a dispenser in the Military Hospital. And 19-year-

old  Myrtle Cudwell was a general domestic servant to the family. They lived in a nine-

roomed house.  William was a member of the Egyptian Lodge. 

 There is no obvious family history in the navy. All evidence points to the fact that 

Henry’s father just missed call up in the First World War, being born in 1871 and aged 45 

when conscription was introduced; the cut off age being 44.  

His parents moved around the country, finally settling in Dorset. Just before the outbreak 

of the war in 1939 father William now aged 71 and mother Maud were living on private 

means at Wayside, Shipton Road in Burton Bradstock. Henry was not there. 

Henry was all set for a Distinguished Naval Career. The service records of naval 

personnel who joined the Navy after 1926 are held by the Ministry of Defence. As 

expected, access, not exactly encouraged,  is bound up with rigorous requisites where 

requests require deep pockets!  Henry joined aged 17 or 18 as a naval cadet undergoing 

training in HMS Frobisher – ex Royal Naval College at Dartmouth. Henry along with 38 

other Naval Cadets passed put on 1 January 1938 as a ‘Midshipman’. Amongst his 

contemporaries was Francis Ruck Keene. 

In 1939 HMS Frobisher was re-armed and 

sent back into service. On 16 October 1940 

Henry passed out as a commissioned 

officer with the rank of Lieutenant.  

Between passing out in October 1940 it is 

not known how Henry spent his time in 

the Navy as his service records are not 

available.  During these years, the Ministry 

of Defence was busy with compulsory 

Henstridge History continued 
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purchasing land at Henstridge marsh to form a satellite Royal Naval Air Station, HMS 

Dipper which became operational in 1943.   

In 1944 as D-Day approached  Henry was in Henstridge based at Royal Naval Air Station 

HMS Dipper. His career had changed direction, he may have transferred to the Fleet Air 

Arm as he was now a ‘Pilot.’   His ship was Reliant 1.  Henry was killed whilst flying  on 

11 June 1944 aged just 24. The ‘official’ cause of his death recorded as ‘flew into a hill near 

Turnworth in Dorset in low cloud’.  The death record for HMS Dipper gives the location 

as near Okeford Fitzpaine.  Interestingly this air crash is not widely known or recorded 

until now.  

 

WW2 Sub Lieutenant (A) Philip Ramsey 

Turland Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve 

HMS Dipper -Commonwealth War Grave 

Died 13 November 1944 aged 25. 

Epitaph: ‘We have not lost him by his return 

to thee for death is only a horizon.’ 

Philip Ramsey Turland was born in July 1919 

in the Northampton area. Son of architect 

Henry Francis and Emma (nee Sanders.) 

Philip’s father Henry Francis was born in 

Northampton to police constable Owen 

Turland and Agnes Mary. During the First 

World War ‘Harry Frank’ as he was also 

known was a single man working as a 

builders clerk and was a conscientious 

objector. He faced a military tribunal where 

he was forced into military service with the 

Labour Corps as a ‘Non-Combatant.’ In 1918 Owen was assigned for ‘work of national 

importance under the Home office.’  

From an early age the sea played a key role in the life of Philip Turland.  In 1923 the 

family lived at  87 Lea Road, Northampton and it was from here that Philip aged just four 

travelled first class on the Highland Rover from London to the South Americas. Going to 

Buenos Aires in Argentina with his mother Emma and brother Frank aged five. Three 

years later the whole family travelled from Southampton aboard Andes to Buenos Aires 

where the intended future permanent residence was ‘ticked’ as ‘foreign country’ for all 

four.  Two years later now living at 5 Glan-Y-Mor Tee Northampton,  aboard Alcantara 

(Royal Mail Steam Packet Company) and without father Henry, Emma and the boys 

travelled once again from Southampton to Buenos Aires.  

Henstridge History continued 
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 In 1939 the family was living at 22 Barnfield Road, Welwyn Garden City. Henry was not 

there. Philip aged 19 was an engineering assistant for Urban District Council as well as 

an ARP Messenger.  

In 1944 Henry Francis and Emma were living in Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire, 

Philip was now with the Fleet Air Arm where his rank was Telegraphist/Acting Sub 

Lieutenant. He was based in Henstridge at HMS Dipper with 761 Squadron and his ship 

was Seafire LiiC.   Whilst here his occupation was a pilot. 761 Squadron was part of No 

2. Naval Air Fighter School originally based at RNAS Yeovilton and moved to HMS 

Dipper when it opened in 1943. Here the squadron was made up of 18 Spitfires and 

Seafires with 6 Mile Masters (training planes).  Philip was killed whilst flying. He spun 

in 2 miles northwest of Meare, near Glastonbury and was shot down during a formation 

fight. It could be suggested that Philip was a more experienced pilot, as formation flying 

required plenty of practice and skill to keep a plane flying in formation at a certain 

height and distance from the other planes in the pattern.   Pauline Richardson of 

California is a living relative of Philip Turland, being his 3rd cousin 1X removed.  

In the next issue of Wot’s On we will look further into the other 4 graves recorded in the 

Commonwealth War Graves official register. 

Caroline Rowland © November 2022 
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 Useful Information 
Opening Times 
Post Office 9:00am—5:30pm Mon-Fri, 9:00am—12:30pm Sat 

Shop 8:00am—6:00 pm Mon-Sat, 8:00am-1:00pm Sun 

PO letter box collections 5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10:15am Sat 

Numbers to Note 
Chemist, Stalbridge Pharmacy 01963 362246 

District Councillor,  Sarah Dyke 07979 535542  

District Councillor,  Nicola Clark 07429 831737  

Doctors, Milborne Port Surgery 01963 250334 

Dog Warden—Linda Jones 01963 363322 

Electricity distribution (power cuts, emergencies) 105 (power cuts), 0800 072 7282 (emergencies) 

Hospital, Sherborne Yeatman 01935 813991 

Hospital, Yeovil District 01935 475122 

Local MP, tbc  

Parish Council  07745 270285 

Police, non emergency and PCSOs 101 

South Somerset District Council 01935 462462 

Somerset County Council—Single number 0300 123 2224 

St Nicholas C of E School, Secretary 01963 362308 

Village Hall bookings , Carolyn Nichols    henstridgebookings@gmail.com  
Village Shop 01963 362784 

Wessex Water (water leaks, supply failure) 0345 6004600 

Clubs and Societies 

Art Group Liz Holbrook 01963 363193 Mondays 10am –12, Village Hall 

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards 01963 362282 Tuesdays 7:30pm, Church Tower 

Blackmore Vale Lions Peter Oswick 01963 363281 

Blackmore Vale  u3a Susan Kidd 01963 362107 Bridge, Table Tennis, meetings 

Book Club Gail Cullum 01963 362878 3rd Wed monthly, 7:45 pm , Bird 

Brownies & Rainbows Jane Jeanes 01963 370769 Brownies Mon 6pm, St Nich Sch. 

CAMEO Ros Browning 01963 363016 1st Tues monthly , Vill Hall 

Explorers Pre School Anna Swinburn 07792 240804  Mon-Fri 8:45am-3:15pm (termtime) 

History Group Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Line Dancing Ros Browning 01963 363016 Thursdays 7:45-8:45pm, Village Hall 

Loose Ends Gail Cullum 01963 362878 Fridays 10:30am-noon, Village Hall 

Sports Club Committee Steve Penny 01963 362157 

WAG Steve Burrows 07710 120564  

Women’s Institute Sue Latimer 01963 365765 3rd Tues monthly,  7:45 Village Hall 

 



Editorial Team:  John Atkinson, Gail Cullum, Simon Cullum, John Graham, Kate Crowther 

   Elspeth Graham, Claire Norris (photos) 

Reporter:  vacant position 

Enquiries:  WotsOnEditor@gmail.com 

Web:   www.wotsonhenstridge.info 
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