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Editorial

Welcome

to

our

Jubilee issue!
We have devoted
much of this issue to
a

very

special

occasion - the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee.
By now, you will have all
seen the bunting and
decorations around the
village.

I hope you are

looking forward to our 4 days of celebration over the extended bank holiday.
We have outlined the activities going on over the Jubilee weekend, we’ve added a couple
of special Jubilee games for our younger readers, and Caroline Rowland has really
pulled out the stops to treat us to a picture of the Coronation 70 years ago. Many of you
will find yourselver or your parents or grandparents featured!
Our personality featured, Elspeth Graham, has coordinated our jubilee activities, and is
now doubt looking forward to a rest once the festivities are over!
Aside from the Jubilee, we have also expanded our new Wot’s On section at the start of
the magazine - a quick reference to what is
going on regularly through the week, and
also special events for the next 3 months.
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Though our listing details were correct at the time of publication, we recommend checking with the venue or organisers before attending, to avoid disappointment.

Wot’s On each week in the Village Hall
Monday 10–12 am

Art Group – contact Liz Holbrook 363193

Monday 2–3 pm

Table tennis – contact U3A - Susan Kidd 362107

Tuesday 10:30 -12:00

Mother and Baby group – just come along

Tuesday 7–8:30 pm

Yoga – contact Justine or just come along

Wednesday 9:30 –11 am

Jazzercise – see Facebook page Jazzercise Shaftesbury &
Co

Wednesday 10:30 –12:30

Early music – contact Frances Eustace 364340

Wedneday 2-3 pm

Line Dancing – contact Ros Browning 363016

Wednesday 7-8 pm

Yoga – contact Justine or just come along

Thursday 7:45–8:45 pm

Line Dancing – contact Ros Browning 363016

Friday 9:30 –11 am

Jazzercise – see Facebook page Jazzercise Shaftesbury &
Co
Loose Ends coffee morning – contact Gail Cullum 362878

Friday 10:30–12:00

Wot’s On elsewhere
Cameo – meets monthly

contact Ros Browning 363016

Book Club – meets monthly

contact Gail Cullum 362878

Bell Ringing

contact Christine Crowther 365870

U3A

contact Susan Kidd 362107

Bridge – meets twice monthly

contact Howard Warden 363257

Mother & Toddler

9 am Wed mornings at the church, come along

Family History

contact Linda Farnsworth 365802

WI

contact Sue Latimer 365765
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Activities continued

June
Sat 4th June

Marnhull Fest

https://m.facebook.com/
Marnhull-Fest459147300852388/

Thurs 2nd - Sat 4th
June, from 9am

Bath and West Show, Shepton Mallet

Buy tickets: https://
bathandwest.yourticketbooking.com/
p/royalbathandwestshow

Sat 4th - Sun 5th June,
11am-5pm

Templecombe Medieval
Pageant

https://
www.templecombevillage.uk/
pageant.html

Fri 17th June, 7.30pm

Peter Pan at Castle Gardens,
Sherborne

Book tickets: https://
www.ticketsource.co.uk/
whats-on/sherborne/castlegardens/peter-pan-at-castlegardens

Sat 18th June, 10.3012.30am, Henstridge
Village Hall

Kate’s Kitchen: Summer Saturday Café. Join for the first
café of a new series.

No booking required: https://
www.kateskitchenbakery.com
/events/saturdaycafe-all

Sat 25th June, from
6.45pm, Henstridge
Village Hall

Kate’s Kitchen: A Midsummer Night’s Supper Club, The
Lounge at Henstridge Village
Hall.
Enjoy a magical evening of
Scandinavian cooking.

Limited to 20 spaces. Reserve /
view menu: kateskitchenbakery.com/events/
midsummer

25th June - 13th July /
15th July - 31st August, daily

Francis Bowyer & Robert. E
Wells / Summer Selection,
Jerram Gallery, Sherborne.

https://
www.jerramgallery.com/
exhibitions/
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Activities continued

July
Sun 3rd July, 124pm, outdoors at
Henstridge Village Hall

Kate’s Kitchen: picnic on a
freshly made feast. Just bring a
rug!

https://
www.kateskitchenbakery.com/
events/picnics

Tues 5th July,
2pm, Henstridge
Village Hall

Dr James Taylor
Russell-Cotes Art Gallery and
Museum

Contact u3a Susan Kidd

Sat 9th July,
7.30pm

Sherborne Chamber Choir: 'A
Royal Occasion' at Sherborne
Abbey.
Music celebrating the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee.

Buy tickets: http://
www.sherbornechamberchoir.or
g.uk/

Sun 17th July,
10am - 4pm

17th Annual Charity Classic &
Supercars Show, Sherborne
Castle Grounds

Buy tickets: https://classicsupercars.co.uk

Wed 20th July,
7.30pm

A Midsummer Night’s Dream at
Castle Gardens, Sherborne

Buy tickets: https://
www.ticketsource.co.uk/whatson/sherborne/castle-gardens/amidsummer-nights-dream-atcastle-gardens

Wed 27th July,
7.30pm

Pirates of Penzance at Castle
Gardens, Sherborne

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
whats-on/sherborne/castlegardens/the-pirates-of-penzance
-at-castle-gardens
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Activities continued

August
Mon 1st - Sat 13th
August, various
times

Concertfest - concerts promoted by the Sherborne
Summer School of Music,
Sherborne School, Cheap
Street

Further info:
www.sherbornesummerschool
ofmusic.org

Wed 10th - Sunday
14th August, various
start times

Laudemus 2022: a festival of
choral evensong in churches
across Dorset.

More details: http://
www.laudemus.org.uk/2021tour/

Thurs 25th - Mon
29th August

Great Dorset Steam Fair,
Blandford Forum

https://www.gdsf.co.uk

Have an event going on in Sept-Dec? Get in touch with us by 1st August at
wotsoneditor@gmail.com with the event details and we’ll do our best to feature it.
HENSTRIDGE MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING

Needs YOU!!!
Last year we raised over £1000 with your help.
This year we have an even greater need..
We need 1 or 2 people to come forward to organise our coffee morning
Friday 30th September
Without you, we can’t do it this year, so dig deep and volunteer to help.
Contact Gail Cullum 362878
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Personality - Elspeth Graham

Elspeth Graham
South Africa to Henstridge
As the Queen’s Jubilee approaches, I was curious
why my colleague Elspeth Graham (no relation) was
so keen to have an event here and why someone who
has been in some of the world’s biggest, exciting
cities should decide to take up residence in Henstridge. It’s an interesting story.
John Graham
Elspeth was born on an RAF camp outside Johannesburg in South Africa. Her
parents had met in Kenya where her mother was in the South African army and
her Scottish father was with the London Scottish Regiment training African soldiers for the fight in Burma.

Two years later, at the end of the Burma conflict, her parents & their twin children
came to England travelling on a troop ship to Southampton. They lived with his
parents in Ilford but the weather and rationing drove them back to S. Africa
where her father became the manager of a new lead refinery in Durban. This was
a great place to grow up being sub-tropical with year round swimming.
Education was at a convent school with matriculation at the age of 17. However there
was not much interest in qualifications – Elspeth wanted to travel. She decided that becoming a physiotherapist was the answer - every country needs physiotherapists - but a
degree would be needed. However, she failed all her science subjects so a career rethink
was needed. She settled for secretarial college and learned French at evening class to add
to the Latin and Afrikaans learnt at school. This aptitude with languages was to be of
significant value in her future career.
Despite the strong desire to travel, her parents wouldn’t let her leave South Africa until
she was 21 so it was in 1966 that Elspeth boarded the Southern Cross for England. Most
of the passengers on this ship were in their early 20s looking for new life experiences as
was Elspeth. She travelled all around Europe with her language ability strongly in evidence. After 6 months the money ran out so temp jobs were taken in London. She stayed
in the UK for 3 years. Looking at how the future career was to develop it is important to
recognise that at this time PR was not recognised as a profession in its own right and
there were no university courses or professional qualifications. Learning was “on the
job”. Elspeth’s philosophy was “If an opportunity comes along take it”. This proved to be
a lifelong philosophy.
This spell in England was terminated when her father came to take her back to S. Africa.
He had twice previously posted tickets for the return but Elspeth cashed them in preferring to stay with life in London. This was the “Swinging Sixties” with the Beatles, Carnaby Street etc. This was an exciting time for a young woman to be in London.
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Personality continued

Having been dragged back to S. Africa it was a bit dull after London and
Elspeth couldn’t settle. The family had a contact on a mission station on
the Angola/Namibia border who were looking for a replacement for
someone on maternity leave, so off she went to St Mary’s Mission Hospital. This was a good time - playing tennis, crossing the border to drink
Kuka beer & eat prawns, driving a Land Rover ambulance and even helping at the birth
of a baby in the bush. After 8 months the job came to an end but she picked up another
in the same area working for the General Manager of the Tsumeb Copper Mine,
Later that year she married Derek. His VSO contract was finished so they married in
Durban en route to the UK. Daughter Helen was born in East Anglia. Although her husband was a country person, Elspeth wanted the city life and living in a very rural area in
the house of the in-laws in the middle of East Anglia was very different. As a result the
three of them returned to S. Africa a year later when Helen was just 11 months.
It was difficult getting back into S. Africa having been at the Angola mission as S. Africa
was now fighting Angola, but the three of them did get back in and they lived in Durban
& then Johannesburg. The next five years were devoted to bringing up Helen. The mismatch between Elspeth’s preferred city lifestyle and Derek’s rural leanings came to a
resolution and he returned to England.
At this point Elspeth got a job in Durban, again as a maternity leave replacement, looking after expats for SAPREF, the Shell & BP refinery. This lasted for 4 years. Curiously
she has stayed friends with the woman she stood in for, who now lives in Sherborne.
Other jobs in Communications, personnel, events and PR came along until in 1991 she
decided to break out and set up her own company, Khulumani Communications.
Starting her own company was the best move ever. This was a difficult yet exciting time
in S. Africa which was undergoing huge changes with national and international moves
to end apartheid. Elspeth got to know many African people in the early days even
though it was illegal to associate at that time. This, together with contacts built up in
francophone African commercial enterprises looking to be involved in the new S. Africa,
lead to a significant role in the change which was to transform the country. There were
very few white businesses connected with emerging black businesses so her ability to
bring these two communities together
was the key to many business opportunities . However we have to remember
that this was a country in turmoil – a
difficult time with people being arrested or shot, buildings burnt down etc.
When President de Klerk released Nelson Mandela from prison, they signed a
National Peace Accord and started
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Personality continued

working together and with other former terrorists groups to
bring about a democratic South Africa.
Elspeth was communications co-ordinator for the movement, which culminated in the National Peace Day on 2
Sept 1993
For the National Peace Day Elspeth and a senior trade unionist decided to mark this major event by bringing South
Africa to a standstill for two minutes of peace. They created
a peace song - along the lines of Geldof’s Live Aid. Blue
ribbons became a national motif. They knew it wouldn’t
stop the fighting but they wanted to create a connection between neighbours irrespective
of race. Traffic stopped for two minutes, people stood outside their houses, offices &
schools to talk to their neighbours. Radio stations closed down for these 2 minutes; and
the Stock Exchange stopped trading for two minutes. This event changed attitudes; a
seismic moment in South Africa’s history. All this was in an era with no social media, no
mobile phones. Communication was by lobbying and word of mouth.
The Elections and President Mandela's inauguration were held a year later. Eventually
both men were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize to recognise their efforts to unify the
country and establish a peaceful democratic government.
When Mandela handed over the reins to Thabo Mbeki in 1998 Elspeth decided it was
time to move on, having made her contribution to the future of South Africa - so back to
the UK. The following year she joined BESO, British Executive Service Overseas. This
was a charity where the volunteers were retired people with a lot of commercial and
overseas experience which they used to advise organisations working in the developing
world. HRH The Princess Royal, Princess Anne, was the Patron. This is where Elspeth’s
connections to and admiration of the royal family were consolidated. It was at Princess
Anne’s 50th birthday party at Windsor Castle when she met the Queen. Elspeth’s enthusiasm to promote the Queen’s Jubilee events in Henstridge stems from this time in her
life.
When reaching 70 she had to retire from the PR institute
where she was then working – and was not pleased about
that as she was still enjoying this work.
We see Elspeth’s Jubilee connection but how & why Henstridge?
While working in London for more than 20 years Elspeth was a regular visitor to the
SAPREF friend now living in Sherborne so she knew this area quite well. Daughter Helen, having stayed in S. Africa when Elspeth returned to London, was offered a MBA
place in Cambridge and on completion needed somewhere to live in the UK, so they decided to look for a property that would suit them both. They started looking within one
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Personality continued

hour from London, then 2 hrs from London and then out even further until they found a
suitable property which happened to be in Park Road Henstridge. This was in 2012.
Six months of sorting the house and the garden wasn’t fulfilling enough – another challenge was needed so Elspeth responded to an advert for help with The Royal British Legion’s Poppy Appeal in Sherborne and took this on. In five years she and her team grew
the revenue from £18k to £32k.
What convinced Elspeth to join the Parish Council? A few years ago on the Queen’s
Birthday there was nothing visible in Henstridge and she thought this was sad, so PEGS,
the Parish Enhancement Group, was created.
Seeing that other things that could be done
in the village it was an obvious move to join
the PC and she was happy to take on the coordination of the Platinum Jubilee events.

Brian Kinder & Son
Motor engineers
Servicing & repairs to all makes
Unit 7A Marsh Lane Industrial Estate,
Henstridge BA80TG
Telephone: 01963 363151 or 07714 293852
Email: gkinder2808@gmail.com
Web: www.briankinderandson.co.uk

John Graham

Could you become a
Friend of the Balsam Centre ?

Specialist work
. Asbestos Removal
. Graffiti Removal
. Bio-Hazard and Decontamination
. Roof Cleaning And Treatments
. Render Cleaning
. Waste Removal legally compliant to HSE Guidelines
. For other cleaning work please
visit our website
For Certain works stage payments can be arranged

The Balsam Centre is an independent,
local charity delivering health and wellbeing services, especially mental health
support, in Wincanton and surrounding
rural areas – including Henstridge !

Tel: 01963 364588
Web: www.razdaz.co.uk
Email: info@razdaz.co.uk

Please
contact
Sue
Place
sueplace@balsamcentre.org.uk or ring 01963
31842 for an application form.

The Centre works with people of any age,
background or circumstances at whatever
point in their lives that they seek help.
Friends of the Balsam Centre commit to a
regular monthly or quarterly donation to
support the work of the Centre.

Thank You !
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The Young Ones

Explorers
At the end of last term, we held an Easter egg hunt in the garden with the children.
They wore their fantastic Easter hats that they had made, and they were rewarded
with a chocolate rabbit to take home with them.
Now, the children have been very busy in the garden preparing the raised beds
and have planted potatoes, runner beans, strawberry plants and sunflowers. They
will continue to be involved with ideas to improve and extend our vegetable patch
and to care for the plants at Explorers.

Being outside and
physical exercise
are
very
important to improve outcomes for children and
for their mental health.
At Explorers we spend a
lot of time outside in our
garden and we also use
the school’s climbing
equipment, tyre park and
field. The children love
the freedom of running
in the field and racing up
and down the “bumpy
bits”.
For the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee, we are inviting all children and their parents and carers to join us for a “Street
Party” and party games in the Explorers Garden. We are also inviting the children, optional for parents and carers, to dress up as Kings and Queens or wear red, white and
blue on the day. During the week, which is also our Stay and Play week, we will be making crowns, bunting and flags and painting portraits of the Queen to decorate the garden
with. The children will be receiving gifts as a souvenir of the Jubilee.
Explorers is open from Monday to Friday from 8.45am-3.15pm during term time.
For more information, please visit the website
www.explorers-preschool.org.uk
Email - explorers.preschool@hotmail.co.uk.
Or call 07792 240804.
Anna Swinburn

Derek Etherington Dip(I.T.) BSc (Hons)
Broadband, wireless / wired networks. PC, Mac,
iPad, Smartphone, Tablet etc. Computer repairs
and upgrades. Tuition available. Free local callout.
Websites designed & maintained. CISCO trained
Reasonable rates. Monday – Friday 9am-6pm
Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07855 287150
Email: info@dcenet.co.uk
Web: www.dcenet.co.uk
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Rainbows and Brownies
Monday evenings are back to normal for members of our Guiding family as we are now
meeting face to face and welcoming new members. The girls are enjoying using the outside for games and activities. Our 4 Brownies who continued their journey with us on
Zoom and meeting once a month on a Sunday in Buckhorn Weston Hall have now all
completed their journey and have gained their Gold awards. These are the first to be
awarded Bronze, Silver and Gold and to go onto Guides . We hope that one day some or
all of them may become leaders. It is not easy to complete all the activities and interest
badges needed on Zoom and with irregular meetings or when only 2 of 4 are present so
another activity has to be found to enable them to complete a challenge on another evening. We have had some fun with them on their journey from 5 to 10. We have seen them
change into confident girls who believe in themselves and their abilities and all the leaders in the unit are very proud to have been part of their time with us. We shall miss all
the lovely cakes we have been able to enjoy as baking badges were completed.
We say a very big thank you to Henstridge Line Dancers for their donation of £50 to our
funds. These donations help us to make Guiding available to those who are finding it
hard to pay our very modest termly fees.
Guides meet on a Monday evening so we shall continue to see them as all 3 Brownie
leaders take their turn to help the Guide leader each week. Adult help is always in short
supply. Rangers meet on a Tuesday in Buckhorn Weston Hall.
If you have or know of a girl who would benefit from becoming a Rainbow, Brownie or
Guide or Ranger please get in touch Woodpecker/ Brown
07712824747
farm@btconnect.com
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Owl

01963370769
lowerbowden-

Church Matters

From the Rector
Somehow, the season of Spring lifts our spirits with its promise of warmer weather,
more sunshine, new plant growth, a greater variety of colour, and the lifestyle that
often accompanies this weather – BBQ’s, Pimm’s, concerts, and picnics. And yet,
despite this promise and prospect, the conflicts around the globe, the consequences
of climate changes, the increased cost of living, and the continued threat of illness,
still loom all too large over the landscape of our thinking.

This was not too dissimilar to the early followers and friends of Jesus, shortly after
he was raised from the dead. They had their hopes securely centred on Jesus being
their long-awaited king to emancipate them from oppression and institute his just
and gentle reign. These were great expectations. But when they crucified Jesus based on
trumped-up charges their hopes began to wane. But when friends of his reported that he
had been raised from the dead, appearing to many in diverse situations, they were
disorientated and confused.
Like them, we too may just want to go back home to the familiar and forget about this
topsy turvy and quite unpredictable world that overshadows our hopes of something

St Nicholas Church Henstridge
Church Street
Henstridge BA8 0QE

Vicar: The Revd. Kevin Rogers
The Vicarage, Church Street,
Henstridge BA8 0QE
Tel: 01963 363832
Email: revkrogers@gmail.com
Churchwardens:
Jenny Bates
Highclere, Whitechurch Lane
Henstridge BA8 0PA
Tel: 01963 364028
Email: jennybates@waitrose.com
Jane Jeanes
Redlands
Stowell, Sherborne
Dorset DT9 4PD
Tel: 01963 370769
Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

Officers of the PCC:
Vice Chair
Hugo Barton
Viners
Blackmore Lane
Henstridge
BA8 0SN
Tel. 01963 363193
Email: lizandhugo@btinternet.com
Treasurer
Keith Bates
Highclere, Whitechurch Lane
Henstridge BA8 0PA
Tel: 01963 364028
Email: keith.bates@waitrose.com
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Church Matters continued

better. And that is what these friends of Jesus did. But on the way, Jesus drew alongside
them, answering their questions and giving meaning to all these confusing events and
reports. It took them a while to recognise him though, because they were not really
expecting him alive, despite reliable reports.
And we too can find ourselves unable to recognise Jesus in the events and circumstances
of our often less than ideal situations, but he is with you. He promised this. And he is
unable to lie. Perhaps it is a case of slowing down and smelling the roses, looking for the
silver lining, and praying. Jesus is listening and his arm never too short that he cannot
embrace and steady you, as he offers perspective and hope.
And if it helps, do join us at St. Nicholas:



May: 1st,2nd, 3rd and 4th Sunday at 10.30am, and the 5th Sunday in Templecombe at
10.30am.



June: 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays at 10.30am and the 4th Sunday in Horsington at
10.30am



July: Every Sunday at 10.30am.

Or, if you need to talk or somebody to pray with you, do give me a ring.
Yours in Christ,
Rev Kevin (Tel: 01963 363832)
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Parish Council

Open Spaces Committee
The Queen’s Jubilee border is almost
completed; a few late plants and the
last tree will soon be planted. Many
thanks to Castle Gardens, and Steve
Fry and the team for giving the
Parish a wonderful asset that will
bring pleasure throughout the
seasons for many years to come.

Henstridge Parish
Council
Emma Curtis – Parish Clerk & RFO
Henstridge Parish Council
14 Everlanes Close
Milborne Port
Sherborne
Dorset
DT9 5FT
Mob: 07745 270285
Tel: 01963 250015
Email: clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk
Web: www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

Later on in the year we will be under
planting the border with bulbs and
ground cover plants to add more
diversity. At the top of the border under
and around the mature trees a winter and spring area is being planned. A list of all the
trees and shrubs has been displayed, so test your knowledge by matching the names to
the plants.
Unfortunately for the plants the weather has changed from constantly wet before they
were planted to very dry, and the Ranger is going to water when he is able until the
irrigation system is installed. We are awaiting quotes for this along with the concrete
bases for the picnic tables and the installation of the wrought iron arch for the Talking
Bench. Covid, holidays and elections have all conspired to hold this up.
Once the elections are settled we will be moving forward in haste with plans for the
Village in Bloom competition and getting in touch with the Henstridge Heroes group to
carry out the next projects. Thanks to two of our Heroes for weeding and mulching the
new flower beds by the notice board outside the Bird in Hand and starting on the long
border in the Church car park. If you would like to get on board and become a Hero just
get in touch, even if you can only spare an hour once in a while, every weed pulled and
every plant tended makes a difference.
Meet the Parish Council:

Elections to the parish council will have taken place by the time this magazine is delivered, however, at time of printing, we do not have the results. The list of councillors can
be found on the Parish Council website - https://henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk/
Administration for the council is dealt with by the Clerk and Proper officer, Emma Curtis.
In the first instance, all enquiries should be made to the Clerk.
District Councillors are: also currently standing for election.
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Parish Council contd

The Old Churchyard is getting a lot of attention to make the area ready for the next stage
in its development towards a managed wildlife area.
The winter window boxes at the Village Hall have been a disappointment. Although the
weather was very wet for a long period of time they got very little water due to their
position. Going forward one solution would be to install a watering system, or
alternatively if a willing person came forward to look after them that would be
wonderful. (There is an outside tap just feet away.) Are you that person?
We will be taking a close look at all the Ash trees to check for Ash die back once they are
in leaf and will take the necessary action if it is found.
The date of the next Litter Pick is the 28th May, we have all the equipment for adults and
children so come along to the Village Hall, get some exercise and then meet up with likeminded folk for a chat and a hot drink and cake. Many thanks to those kind folk who
regularly litter pick in the village and the recreation ground.
To conclude: Congratulations to George Edwards on his 80th Birthday, George has
worked tirelessly for this Parish for over 60 years and is still to be seen in the Churchyard
strimming and mowing.
Carolyn Nichols
Chair of the Open Spaces Committee
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Parish Council contd

Better Bus Charter for Somerset
We need to do something about improving our buses in Somerset. Our county currently
has the second lowest level of bus journeys per resident of all the counties in England and
Somerset’s bus services have the very lowest level of passenger satisfaction in the
country.
Residents of Somerset experience this every day, whether it’s with difficulties getting to
health services, reduced opportunities for those seeking work and further education or
just the limited (if any) evening and Sunday bus services. As a result, we see ever
increasing numbers of cars on our roads which causes higher levels of local air pollution
and increase our carbon emissions.
Somerset Bus Partnership was formed just a year ago to campaign for better bus services
across our county and already we have a Somerset-wide network of 115 town and parish
transport representatives who share our passion for better buses.
Somerset residents have every right to expect better, but it will need funding.
We have developed a Somerset Bus Charter and invite not just Councillors but
community groups, churches & residents to join with us & endorse it. Get in touch
somersetbuspartnership@gmail.com
The Somerset Bus Charter
Better Buses For All Our Communities
We need a core network of frequent, high-quality services linking our towns and villages
with enhanced weekend and evening services. Also we want an extension of the demandresponsive ‘Slinky’ bus services, available to all and with longer operating hours.
An Integrated Transport Network
We need bus routes to link with local railway stations with timetables that offer
improved connections between buses and trains. We also want to see the introduction of
integrated ticketing across the county’s different bus operators and with trains too.
Promotion Of Existing And New Services
We should be promoting the bus as an important way by which we all can address the
climate emergency in Somerset (transport accounts for nearly half of all carbon emissions
in Somerset).
To enable more to go by bus, it is essential that current bus timetable information is
shown at all main bus stops and bus times information is available in libraries and at
other information points.
An Affordable Transport Service For All
We should make bus travel more attractive through cheaper fares especially targeted at
young people up to the age of 25. Plus, for everyone, a new, all-operator, countywide
value ticket.
Cleaner Buses
We want an accelerated transition from diesel buses to zero emission buses.
Meaningful Funding of Bus Services
We need Somerset’s bus budget to be brought progressively up to the average for similar
rural authorities in the South West.
Page 16

The Queen’s Jubilee
2022 marks the year that Her Majesty the Queen becomes the first British Monarch
to have served for 70 years, having acceded to the throne on 6 February 1952.
Many activities have been planned for the Platinum Jubilee Bank holiday weekend across
the country as it is a very special occasion in all our lives. The Jubilee flag will be flying
from our new flagpole at the War Memorial, and the village will be decked out in colourful bunting made by Sue Latimer and her volunteers. Thank you all!
These are some of the events open to everyone over the weekend - you can find more
details on the Henstridge Parish Council website and NextDoor Henstridge.
Thursday 2 June - Bank holiday in lieu of the usual end May holiday



The Trooping the Colour & Fly Past will take place in London and on TV.



Around 1,500 Beacons will be lit across the UK and Commonwealth at 9.15pm
local time, including at Templecombe Sports Ground and at The Terraces in Sherborne.

Friday 3 June



There will be Services of Thanksgiving in St Paul’s Cathedral, London, and in
Sherborne Abbey.



Loose Ends will be hosting a coffee morning for all in the Village Hall from
10.30am, and will celebrate the planting of a Memorial Tree in the Recreation Ground. This is part
of the Queen’s Green Canopy campaign - see
queensgreencanopy.org



The Henstridge Cricket Club is organising a fun
day for all to join in and contacts can be found on
our website - see henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk
Spectators are encouraged to bring a picnic. 12.00
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start - 40 overs X 2 (Teas/Refreshments and equipment provided where required!) Henstridge Cricketers please contact Hugo Barton 01963 363193
The day ends with a Jubilee Entertainment concert of music, words and dancing
in the Village Hall from 6.30pm. Entry is by donation and there will be refreshments.

Saturday 4 June - a full day of activities



From 10.30am Anne Smales will be organising a special Dog Show on the top
field of the Recreation Ground - we hope ALL the very many village dogs will be
taking part in this fun event.



Steve Burrows takes over the main Recreation Ground from 12noon to 4pm with a
Royal-themed Family Fun Day. There will be prizes for the most Royal-looking
children (to be judged at 3pm). And Teams of 4 adults can take part in It’s A
Knock Out - book your team by Monday 30 May with Steve at sbtrng@hotmail.com
Children’s competitions will include Egg & Spoon races, Sack races and 3-Legged
races. All children must be accompanied by an adult. And there will be free Face
Painting for all.



In the afternoon, the Henstridge Fliers WI are holding a Royal Tea Party in the
Hall with delicious cakes, and will be showing the Queen’s 1953 Coronation film.
All are welcome.

Sunday 5 June -



A Thanksgiving Service will be held in St Nicholas Church at 10am.



And this is the day when Street Parties are being held across the country. The
Council is encouraging villagers to organise local lunches and tea parties at their
own homes, with friends and neighbours. There is much useful advice on organising The Big Lunch at websites such as edenprojectscommunities.com/the-big-jubileelunch and on streetparty.org.uk These sites are full of information, free packs and
lots of ideas.



Other activities being planned include the pupils at St Nicholas School, and the
Big Quiz at “The Bird in Hand”.



Keep an eye out for updates to this information on our website and on NextDoor
Henstridge. We really hope that as many people as possible in Henstridge will
take part in this special weekend.

elspeth.graham@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk
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Jubilee Fun & Games

News & Events

Henstridge Village Hall
We held our Annual General Meeting on the 26th April and four members of the
public attended, two of whom were stakeholders. A very interesting and lively discussion took place in the AOB section on the agenda, and a very useful networking
session took place after the meeting over wine and nibbles. One of our Trustees will
not be standing again, so we will be looking to fill the vacancy very soon.
Could this be you?

We meet just once a month on a Thursday morning and if you have a little extra
time to spare, to help in some of the events or little jobs that may need doing, that
would be wonderful. The only skill you would have to bring to the table would be a passion to keep the hall up and running smoothly for the community.
Going forward the Committee will be looking to purchase a full media system and screen
for the main hall, funding will be sought to help cover the cost of what could be a £9k
spend. This will then enable us to start a Film Club and possibly one for the children too.
Having this equipment will make us a more attractive location for Corporate Events, and
will be a very useful addition for many of our groups to use.
Fundraising is very difficult at the moment due to low foot fall. The members of the committee and our Friends of the Hall give up a lot of their time and put a huge amount of
effort into the events we hold and when the return is very small it is very disappointing.
The film nights at the moment make a loss and this is one of the reasons we are going
down the road of having our own equipment.
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News & Events continued

Please remember we hold our car boot and table top sale on the fourth Sunday of each
month. Get in touch if you want a table or car slot, now is a very good time for a Spring
declutter. Or come along and pick up a bargain, we have all sorts of very interesting
sellers from pet food to candles and lots in-between. When you have done the rounds,
have a rest and a natter over a cuppa and a bacon bap. What a great way to start a Sunday.
We need new ideas to help us raise the money to carry out more work on the hall, such as
in the toilets, where we want to purchase new hand driers by all of the sinks and also
give them a general spruce up. Not mention decorating the kitchen and more!
If you have a good idea for an event, please get in touch.
As you can imagine the overheads for the hall are rising all the time, so we are very grateful that the bookings are steady, helping us to budget our finances. We are starting to
take bookings for 2023, however, we do have some regular slots available on Tuesdays
and Thursdays.
Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee is fast approaching and we are getting ready in
earnest. Bunting will be going up in the hall shortly to herald the first of the celebration
events being held there.
Carolyn Nichols Village Hall Chair Telephone No: 01963 363123
carolyn.nichols@mail.com or bookingshenstridgevillagehall@gmail.com

New Bishop of Bath and Wells
By the time you read this it will no longer be new news but today as I write it is still hot
off the press. For those of you who haven’t heard Bishop Michael Beasley, the current
Bishop of Hertford a suffragan in the Diocese of St Albans, was announced on 28 th April
as the our new bishop. For those of you who thought you might have seen him somewhere, you probably have in and around Henstridge. In 2004 he married Lizzie , Jane
and Ken Jeanes daughter, and has often helped out at events in the village. You might
have seen him telling the story of the polar bear who was looking for family members
who were on the iceberg which sank the Titanic, or as one of the swimmers on stage at a
Bit of a Do, or washing up, or even taking services in Henstridge or Templecombe or
Milborne Wick or Batcome or Redlynch. He has been to Bill Tolley’s open garden afternoons or can be seen at Loose Ends or helping Ken with the bees. He will move to Wells
at the end of the summer and we await details of his installation.
Vale Auto Services
Low Cost Motoring Centre
Premium service at sensible prices
MOT £40 while you wait: Monday-Saturday
Servicing, Repairs, Diagnostics, Tyres,
Laser Wheel Alignment
Free Collection / Delivery / Courtesy Car
Telephone: 01963 362843
Web: www.valeautoservices.co.uk

Jane Jeanes

MB Electrical – Part P Registered
Mike Barnes domestic electrical work
& PAT testing
Telephone: 01963 363133 or 07966 108590
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News & Events continued

Church Cleaning
Could you spare a few hours a year helping to keep our parish church of St Nicholas
clean? We have a very small band of cleaners and brass polishers, but Covid meant a lot
of them were isolating or not able to help as there were restrictions around the use of the
building. I would value some help on Friday 27 th May from about 2pm to prepare for the
extra visitors we hope to have during the Jubilee celebrations. If you could help please let
me know. If you would like to join the cleaning rota please let me know. The more names
on the rota the longer between your slots.
Jane Jeanes
01963 370769 / 07712 824747 or lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

Church Flowers
Do you like arranging flowers? Would you like to be able to arrange flowers in a large or
small space or perhaps use heavily scented flowers which do not suit a normal house? Do
you have spare flowers in your garden or wish you were able to remember a special anniversary with flowers but perhaps live too far away from a loved one’s grave or perhaps
have no grave to visit? If you can answer any of these questions with a yes I would love to
hear from you or invite you to add your name to the rota of arrangers which is in the
church. We normally need an arrangement in the vicinity of the altar for each Sunday of
the year except during Advent and Lent. This could be a pedestal or flowers in the window and might include an arrangement on
the table near the door. We have a very
small flower fund which could provide
flowers if none were available.
Jane Jeanes
01963 370769 / 07712 824747 or lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com
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Summer Recipe

Pavlova Cake
Pavlova is a meringue cake named in the 1930’s after the ballerina Anna Pavlova.
There were already similar recipes such as a dessert called schaum torte ("foam
cake") or Spanische Windtorte ("Spanish wind torte") - it is a lovely light and easy
dessert made from mainly egg white and sugar.
Traditionally decorated with fresh fruit, for this June Jubilee celebrations the
Pavlova could be decorated with raspberries/ strawberries, cream and blueberries!

In addition to the ingredients listed below you will need a baking tray, baking/
greaseproof paper, a little oil, and an electric mixer (or it will take a long time to
beat the egg whites). For a decorative finish a large icing bag and nozzle to pipe
rosettes of meringue.
Ingredients
4 large egg whites
225 g (8oz) caster sugar
I tsp vanilla
1 teaspoon cornflower
1 teaspoon of lemon juice or vinegar
To decorate
Fruit washed and dried
Approx.>
400 g strawberries,
150g blueberries
200g raspberries
300ml double cream
Set the oven to 120C / 110C fan.
Prepare a baking sheet by brushing lightly with flavourless oil. Cut a piece of baking
paper to fit the tray, and use a plate (25cm) to mark a circle on the paper. Then brush the
paper with oil. Doing this to both the tray and the paper means the Pavlova will not stick
and can be lifted off easily when cold after baking.
Break the eggs and separate into whites and yolks and add the egg whites to the mixing
bowl. If any yolk gets into the egg white mixture it will not beat up into meringue. The
bowl and beaters must also be very clean and grease free.
Start beating the egg whites at a high speed. When they are so stiff that they will not fall
out when the bowl is tipped over, it is time to add the sugar slowly while the mixer is
running, one desert spoon at a time until all the sugar is added. As the egg whites take in
the sugar it becomes glossy and thick.
Beat in the vanilla essence. Mix the cornflour with the vinegar or lemon juice and beat
into the egg white mixture.
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Using a spoon or spatula put the meringue mixture
on your prepared baking tray making a 25cm circle.
Pile it up a bit at the edges leaving it slightly lower in
the middle. If you do have a large icing bag and
nozzle the meringue can be piped decoratively.
Bake the Pavlova in the oven for one hour. Then turn
the oven off and leave in the oven until cold.
The Pavlova can be wrapped and frozen at this point,
or can be kept in the fridge overnight. The day you
want to eat it – whip the cream until it is thick but
soft and add a little caster sugar to taste. Do not over
whip or it will separate. Spread onto the Pavlova and
then decorate with your choice of fruit.
Alternative: Make individual little nests of the Pavlova meringue and bake and fill as
above. They will be crisper and less soft in the middle.
( Not to waste the egg yolks they can be used to make a baked custard, or lemon curd , or be added
to quiches or other egg based dishes.)
Jenny Bartholomew

Westree Company
Tree surgery, pruning, reductions, felling, stump
removal, emergency tree works, logs for sale.
Hedge trimming, reductions, planting, sheds,
summerhouses, garden rooms,
equestrian buildings, garages
Telephone: 01963 362615
Email: enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk
Web: www.westreecompany.co.uk
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In the Garden

Jottings from the Lady Shed

The longest day of the year falls on June 21st bringing warmer temperatures and extra sunlight. Busy
time for gardeners perhaps; keeping on top of bolting plants is a priority especially if these are weeds.
Keeping up with weeding means that your plants
do not have to compete for precious water, light
and nutrients. To help save money, time and water,
consider setting up an automated drip irrigation
system, which precisely releases water to the roots of
plants not the foliage. Our son James nudged us towards
this option for our raised vegetable beds which should
now be more productive.
Mix yellow and red and what do you get? Orange of
course. I don’t know why but I have been thinking about
orange for some time. All I know is that it is an optimistic
colour. With ‘orange colour spotting’ specs on, I was dismayed to observe huge orange fungal optimism on our
hollyhocks (Alcea rosea). Orange spots on the leaf surface
with pustules on the under surface, a rust attack in full
swing. This single host hollyhock fungus is more prevalent in wet summers. The elimination attempt means daily removal and disposal, but not on the compost heap if
you please, of infected leaves and stems. The surrounding soil should be debris free. Spread a thick layer of
mulch to prevent last year’s spores emerging and at the
end of the season cut down plants.
To ward off pests, French marigolds (Tagetes patula),
with their beautiful orange yellow blooms make excellent
companion plants for vegetables and fruit because their
flowers are adored by hoverflies. Although adult hoverflies only drink nectar and feed on pollen their larvae are
aphid- eating predators. Hoverflies obligingly lay their
eggs close to colonies. Once the larvae emerge, they eat
hundreds of aphids so keeping crops free of pests. The
blooms will draw pollinators, but their pungent odour is
avoided by other insects, caterpillars and snails. As the fernlike foliage is so distinctive it
can easily be planted in the veggie beds without fear of misidentification. Add edible
nasturtiums (Tropaeolum majus) to the mix for more colourful pest protection.
The idea of filling border gaps with pots of tall lilies for instant colour, is appealing, orange (Lilium bulbiferum) naturally!
Susan Kidd née Billitt
30.04.2022
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Special Feature - Summer Paddling

Making a Splash with Steve
Summer is approaching so you might be thinking of getting out on the water to
try out paddle boarding, canoeing or kayaking for the first time. Or have you got
an old kayak in the garage that you're thinking of dusting off to see if it still stays
afloat? Or how about a spot of wild swimming?
With a fantastic coastline and an abundance of local rivers teeming with wildlife,
now is the time to plan your next adventure, with a few words of wisdom from
Steve…
All the above activities are brilliant fun and great for your mental and physical
health. But as with any activity, there are risks involved and it’s important to be
aware of how to stay safe on the water.
British Canoeing, the national governing body for paddlesports in the UK and the
Outdoor Swimming Society offer the following advice (including a few tips from
Steve!):
Be prepared!:
Plan your trip and ensure you will be paddling in familiar locations
Check your equipment for damage well in advance so you can make any repairs
before you head out.
Check that the weather and water conditions will be favourable
Tell others where you are going and when you expect to get back off the water

On the water:




Paddle independently only if you are very experienced and competent




Wear a Buoyancy Aid



When swimming, always check the
depth of the water before jumping in
and ensure you can get out

Carry a means of calling for help handy at all times – you can place your mobile
phone in a waterproof pouch
Wear appropriate clothing that will keep you dry and warm and will dry quickly if
you get wet



Don’t forget to take drinking water and
snacks, plus spare clothes and a small
first aid kit in a dry bag
 And a hat and sunscreen – just in case
we have a good summer!
And finally:
Know your limits. Go to areas you know
and are suitably experienced for. If you’re
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new to paddling or wild swimming ensure
you go out with someone experienced. If
you want to increase your skills, why not
get some training or join a club first?
With over 30 years’ experience as a watersports coach/guide, Steve Burrows is well
qualified and insured to offer advice and
guidance on access and safety both on inland and coastal waterways. Please feel free
to call him on 07710120564 – as anyone who
knows him will tell you, he always likes to
have a chat!
From June, Steve will be offering his Taster
Sessions in all of the above activities, as well
as Canoe Safaris to find the elusive otter and
other wildlife in our area.
Check out these websites for further advice
and tips.
https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/
https://gopaddling.info/kayak-clothing/
https://www.outdoorswimmingsociety.com/
https://steveburrowstraining.co.uk
See you on the water!

Blackmore Vale Forge
General blacksmith and welding
Telephone: 01963 364116
Email: blackmorevaleforge@gmail.com

Bird in Hand
Your friendly local pub
Skittle Alley available for functions
Real Ale, local cider and guest beers available
Lunch time bar snacks
Sky Sports
Telephone: 01963 362255

Page 27

Clubs & Societies

The Henstridge Flyers WI
Happily we were able to complete our Christmas celebrations – in March! We had
a lovely meal at The Grange, with some fun and games too!
Jan Smith gave us a very interesting talk about gliding, and we are looking forward
to taking to the air again in the Summer. We also had a visit from Feltham Farm
Cheeses, and had to have a glass of wine to accompany the tastings!
We had a visit to Olives et Al in Sturminster Newton, and were given a tour and
talk by Giles, the owner. It was fascinating to see and hear about the stages of
producing the olives you know and love. We were also treated to a glass of wine
and unlimited dips into the olive bowls!

Our project in Oakvale Wood is nearing completion. The bird boxes (made by Stalbridge
Mens’ shed) have been installed, and a bench will be sited at the entrance to the wood
and surrounded by wild woodland flowers.
As usual we will be providing refreshments for the Parish meeting on May 23rd, so leave
a bit of room for cake!
As you can see from our programme, we have lots to look forward to in the coming
months. We also try to fit in some extra visits to get us out and about.
Come and join us. You will be very welcome
Sue Latimer, secretary 01963 365765
susanlatimer155@gmail

News From the Lions’ Den
We donated £5,000 to the Lions Clubs International Appeal for
UKRAINE. The money collected by Lions Worldwide will run into 100’s
of thousands and will be channeled through the local Lions Clubs in Ukraine and
neighbouring countries such as Poland and Romania.
The sale of raffle tickets for Easter Eggs in our local pubs and other venues was again a
great success and provides us with over £1,000 for future charitable needs.
We celebrated St George’s Day with a dinner at The Virginia Ash focused on British
food, with the highlight being spotted dick and custard !!
GREAT NEWS !! we will shortly badge up 3 new members.
The 43rd anniversary of the start of the club will be celebrated at The Green Man on June
11th with a lunch followed by The Stalbridge Singers “celebrating the Jubilee”. There
may be some spare spaces so if any Lion helpers are interested please contact me.
As always we continue with helping those in need locally.
As usual a big thank you! to all of you that have supported and helped us.
Our motto as ever is “we serve”.
Lion Peter Oswick
01963 363281 peter.oswick@btinternet.com
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Clubs & Societies continued

u3a
Queen’s
Platinum
Jubilee Indoor Lunch
Party Tuesday 3 May
40
vintage
dressed
members enjoyed 50’s
music while tucking
into a feast of food at
our free lunch. The
tables groaned with
coronation
chicken,
gammon and trifle. The
health of the Queen was
drunk in bubbly and
cider and our latest new
members cut the cake.
Our members, as always, made this a huge success by cooking, preparing the village hall
and doing the washing up.
Upcoming events:
Tuesday 5th July Dr James Taylor
Russell-Cotes Art Gallery and Museum
Tuesday 6th September 2.00pm - 4.30pm
Please join us for a glass of wine and chat to
our talented group leaders, see what they do
and learn something new.
Susan Kidd Chair

News from the Hive
Rather chilly at night which means we have to take care to keep our precious brood
warm and start foraging later than we might like, but this spring we are able to take
advantage of the acres of oil seed rape which have turned the landscape yellow. Yellow is
our favourite spring colour and if we girls cannot get out and collect pollen and nectar
there will be even less rape oil around for everyone. We are feeling sorry for our bee
relatives in the Ukraine and for the many, many beekeepers who have had to leave their
hives untended. There are many Ukrainian beekeepers in this country and some of our
ancestors were bred by a lovely chap in North Oxfordshire. We are thrilled to know that
Michael who sometimes helps Ken is to be the new bishop of Bath and Wells. His bees
will be returning to Somerset later this year. There is still honey for sale and at times
there will be other products as well. We are looking forward to meeting the public again
this year at some local events and to visiting local schools. If people can see all the work
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we do they will understand why we need a constant food
supply and a shallow water supply. Thank you for all the snowdrops, croci, bluebells and
hellebores which have been our diet for the past few weeks. We are now enjoying all the
apple blossom so you will probably have a good apple crop.
Don’t forget to phone Ken if you have a swarm in your garden or you would like to order
some honey.
Ken Jeanes - 01963 370769
lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

Jazzercise
We are running 2 morning Jazzercise classes
a week at Henstridge village Hall,
Wednesday & Friday 9.30am
Wednesdays are dedicated to Strength,
Stretch
&
Tone,
so
no
aerobic
activity. Friday will be a combination of
aerobic dance and strengthening. No
experience necessary, suitable for all from 14
years!
All information can be found on our
Facebook page, Jazzercise Shaftesbury &
Co.

Helplines
Samaritans 116123 24 hrs or email jo@samaritans.org
Young Minds parents Helpline 08088025544 (Mon-Fri 9.30-4pm free)
www.youngminds.org.uk
National Domestic Abuse Helpline 0808 2000 247 24hrs free
www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk
Childline 0800 1111 9 am -3.30am free
www.childline.org.uk
The Silver Line (for older people) 0800 4 70 80 90 24 hrs free
www.thesilverline.org.uk
Mind Infoline 0300 123 3393 (Mon-Fri 9am-6pm)
www.mind.org.uk has a Get Help Now button
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Henstridge History

“The things which I have here before promised, I will
perform and keep. So help me God.” Her Majesty The
Queen
June 2nd 1953
On the morning of Coronation day while the soon-to-be
ordained Queen Elizabeth II was getting used to wearing
her heavy crown, the children of Henstridge were waking
up to a day off school. The Rogers family had decorated the
post office with flags and a special window display, as had
other shops; there was much excitement in village
households.
Celebrations included a Coronation
competition
encouraging people to hang bunting and flags.
Many houses were decorated in red, white and
blue and there was a prize for the best efforts. A
huge marquee had been erected and fitted out with
tables and chairs to seat more than 100 village
children. Looking forward to a day of festivities,
busy parents were putting the finishing touches to
fancy dress outfits, ready for children to show off
later in the day. The festivities included listening to
the Coronation radio broadcast at the school, even
on new television sets if ready on time, a fancydress parade, a village procession, and best of all a special Coronation tea party prepared
by the women of the village.
Henstridge was without a vicar on Coronation day as the Reverend Coates had left a
vacancy yet to be filled. Jane Jeanes recalls a rather nerve-wracking time with a worried
Bishop Bradford, Bishop of Bath and Wells, apprehensively awaiting a decision as to
whether the chosen new incumbent would take up the appointment. Fortunately for the
village, The Reverend Swingler agreed and arrived with his family in September 1953.
Over the following thirty-five years he would become a much respected and valued
vicar, an outstanding person contributing fully to the life of the village.
The vacant position did not prevent Coronation day services taking place. At 08:30 on
Coronation day the campanologists climbed the steep stairs to the bell tower to begin a
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Christine, Jeffrey and Elizabeth Sherrin. The lady who judged
the winner of the best decorated houses competition commented
on how well their house had been decorated. Mrs Mogg wife of
photographer Roland Mogg is next door.

regal peal of church bells, ringing out the glorious news of
the Coronation, calling people to the first of the special
Boys Fancy Dress courtesy of Jane church services, Communion at 08:45. This was followed
Jeanes
by an United Service for all benefits at 09:30; a huge
congregation attended. It was during this morning service, packed with villagers, that
Reverend Vernon of Stowell broke the much-welcomed news that a new vicar would be
arriving in the village later in the year. On this special day one hundred and twenty
miles away, Westminster Abbey in London was finally ready, the famous ‘Coronation
Chair’ used for crowning monarchs since the time of Edward I, was dusted down and in
place ready for the ceremony.
“There is a close parallel between the Coronation Service and a wedding ceremony.
What really happens at a wedding is that a man and woman make a solemn contract
with each other in the presence, and with the
blessing of Almighty God. The Coronation
Service is the time when the Queen and her
people make a solemn contract with each
other in that same presence and with that
same blessing.” [Home Words Henstridge
Church Magazine June 1953 – thanks Jane.]
As the village children were getting dressed in
their splendid creations,
the Queen was
getting ready in her Coronation robes. Wendy
Collins recalls her sister Shirley Biddiscombe
The Sherrin Family of Ash Walk. Elizabeth a Rosette,
(Glewis) not at all convinced she should be
Jeffrey a Page, Jean a Flower Girl and Christine as a
putting the rabbit skin in her basket, even
Herald.
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Shirley Biddiscombe in the winning costume. Courtesy of Wendy Collins.

Boys Fancy Dress courtesy of Jane Jeanes

though her parents
told her this added
the final authentic
touch to her outfit.
Arthur Burrows of
Cotton
Corner
House remembers
the tricky moment
when he broke the
news to his parents
that he was not
dressing up. He had
Band playing, flag waving as the Coronation day procession turns the corner to
no
intention
of
parade up towards the Bird in Hand. Images courtesy of Des Kingsbury collection.
parading about in
some wrinkly old
stockings pretending
to be a ‘prince’, and
certainly not wearing
the alternative outfit
on offer, that of a
‘China man!’ The boys
fancy dress picture
below was taken on
the Cross at the start of
the village procession
which
proceeded
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through the street with Charlie Blake waving the flag and
Alby Guyatt playing the big bass drum. Miss Dena Harvey
(Travers) was dressed as a
jockey in red, white and
blue on one of the
Raymond’s ponies along
with Reg Roberts, Reg
Wiles
and
Kelly
Kingsbury.
There were several classes
for the fancy dress and
Laura Durrant stole the show for the smaller
children’s class in a costume covered with bones and
labelled ‘going to the dogs!’ Shirley
Biddiscombe scooped the winning
prize for her innovative outfit and
was presented with a ten-shilling
note. Wendy recalls this went into the
holiday tin for everyone to share
when they next went to the seaside.
Residents of Henstridge were eagerly
awaiting the moment when their new
television sets came alive as the BBC
broadcast began. They watched as the
Queen seated in an ornate golden
coach pulled by eight fine horses, began the journey to Westminster Abbey. Mr Maslen,
head teacher at the village school, had set up the big radio set in the school room.
Children from all four classes, who had not dressed up for the
fancy dress parade, were packed in to listen to the
commentary.

Albert Sherrin

It was a race of friendly rivalry to see who could build the first
TV set in Henstridge. Mrs Avis Rogers recalls
being newly married just three months before
and her husband Alan saying “I’ve had an
idea” and her replying “oh no, not another
one”! This turned out to be a grand idea of
buying a TV kit and constructing a television,
along with Mr Snook, brother-in-law of Mrs
Rogers from the Post Office. The clever
electronics buffs were in competition with Mrs Avis Rogers
Albert Sherrin of Ash Walk. Albert having
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served during the second world war in the Royal Air Force had
knowledge and skills in wireless technology. After the war he
repaired many wireless sets, and the new technology was of great
interest to him. Ever the ingenious inventor, Albert also sent for a
kit and began to make his own TV. Details of the TV kits were
published in various radio magazines and kits could be sent for.
Scan the QR Code with
Elizabeth Sherrin recalls the excitement as Albert tinkered about
your phone or tablet to
in his shed, assembling the new contraption. Whilst he fiddled
watch
the Coronation - you
with the knobs and dials he would ask Elizabeth and her sister
can skip the adverts.
Christine what was happening round the front. “It’s all fuzzy!”
Albert continuing to tinker around then
saying, “When I move it this way what’s happening now?” and the
twins relying “It’s gone blank Uncle Albert!”
Both families successfully constructed their televisions on time,
and there are memories evoked of houses packed full of people
crowding round the tiny sets to watch the momentous event.
Eileen Holloway living at 13 Summerfield remembers going with
her mother to their neighbour Mrs Cook at number fifteen to watch
the Coronation on their new television.
Soon the children would be taking part in an important
ceremony of their own. In the recreation ground, on the site of the
now village hall, the splendid marquee was decked out with bunting, the tables laid, and a
small stage prepared in readiness for the presentations. At the appointed time the
children lined up and went up one side on to centre stage, whereby they were presented
with a commemorative Coronation mug and a hand shake by 75-year-old Captain John
Carbury Holford. Careful not to trip down the stairs on the other side, they exited,
clutching the precious souvenir in their hands. Captain Holford had generously paid for
a mug for each child. A decorated war veteran of the Holcombe Estate in Chipping
Sodbury, he lodged with the Lovelaces’ at Hill House, Shaftesbury Road. Janet
remembers him racing off down the hill in his invalid carriage in the middle of the A30
road, to visit his niece at Marsh Farm. The children have fond memories of Captain
Holford and of lending him a hand to push him up the hills when he was in difficulty.
And of him being involved in getting trees planted along the hedgerow in the recreation
ground, as part of the Coronation celebrations; these became known as the rookery as
they were a haven for jackdaws and crows.

Arthur Burrows with his
Coronation mug

When the Queen sat down for her formal Coronation banquet, the children of the village
began to tuck into their own festive feast, with drinks being poured into the new mugs –
cheers! The magnificent tea was provided by the WI and ladies of the village. The older
village children who had left school at age 14 would miss the celebrations and tea party
as they were out to work.

Page 35

Henstridge History continued
Back Row: L-R: Mrs Green,
Mrs Parsons, Mrs
Cockerell, Miss Meteyard,
Mrs Lovell, Miss Ena
Down, Mrs Wood Second
Row: L-R Mrs Davis, Mrs
Sharp , Mrs Fisher Mrs
Spiller Mrs Biss , Miss
Phyllis Rowland Front
Row: L-R: Mrs Saunders?
Mrs Middleton, Mrs
Rogers, Miss White, Mrs
Dorothy Tinney (nee
Haskell) Mrs Ashley. Mrs
The ladies who provided the Coronation feast.
Dewfall, Mrs Durrant and Mrs
Jackson are not in the image.

Photographs of the event taken by photographer Roland Mogg were displayed
afterwards on big boards in Dewfalls and Post Office shop windows.
Thanks to the following people for their marvellous efforts, co-operation, images and
memories enabling us, by the seat of our pants, to hit the Wot’s On deadline in time!
Ros Browning, Arthur Burrows, Wendy Collins, Valerie Dare (nee Cawley), Ellen
Edwards (nee Durrant), Rita Ferrari, Diana Guy (nee Jackson), Eileen Holloway, Jane
Jeanes, Des Kingsbury, Doug Lanning, Janet nee Lovelace, Mrs Avis Rogers, Daphne
Rowland, Mary Snook (nee Rogers), Dena Travers (nee Harvey), Elizabeth Wareham (nee
Sherrin), and Julia Young.
Caroline Rowland © May 2022

Des Kingsbury
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Henstridge History continued

Group 1 Coronation party
Tuesday 3rd June 1953
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Group 2 Coronation party Tuesday 3rd June 1953.
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Fun & Games

Useful Information
Opening Times
Post Office

9:00am—5:30pm Mon-Fri, 9:00am—12:30pm Sat

Shop
PO letter box collections

8:00am—6:00 pm Mon-Sat, 8:00am-1:00pm Sun
5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10:15am Sat

Numbers to Note
Chemist, Stalbridge Pharmacy
District Councillor, tbc
District Councillor, tbc

01963 362246

Doctors, Milborne Port Surgery
Electricity distribution (power cuts, emergencies)
Hospital, Sherborne Yeatman
Hospital, Yeovil District
Local MP, tbc
Parish Council (Emma Curtis)
Police, non emergency and PCSOs
South Somerset District Council
Somerset County Councillor, William Wallace

01963 250334
105 (power cuts), 0800 072 7282 (emergencies)
01935 813991
01935 475122

Somerset County Council—Single number
St Nicholas C of E School, Secretary
Village Hall bookings , Carolyn Nichols
Wessex Water (water leaks, supply failure)

0300 123 2224
01963 362308
bookingshenstridgevillagehall@gmail.com
0345 6004600

07745 270285 or 01963 250015
101
01935 462462
01963 370423

Clubs and Societies
Art Group
Bell Ringing

Liz Holbrook
Ellen Edwards

01963 393193
01963 362282

Mondays 10am –noon, Village Hall
Tuesdays 7:30pm, Church Tower

Blackmore Vale Lions
Blackmore Vale u3a

Peter Oswick
Susan Kidd

01963 363281
01963 362107

Bridge, Table Tennis, meetings

Book Club
Brownies & Rainbows
CAMEO
Early Music Group
Explorers Pre School
Family History Group

Gail Cullum
Jane Jeanes
Ros Browning
Frances Eustace
Anna Swinburn
Linda Farnsworth

01963 362878
01963 370769
01963 363016
01963 364340
07792 240804
01963 365802

3rd Wed monthly, 7:45 pm , Bird
Brownies Mon 6pm, St Nich Sch.
1st Tues monthly, 7:45, Vill Hall
Wednesday 10:30 am Village Hall
Mon-Fri 8:45am-3:15pm (termtime)
Alternate months,

History Group
Line Dancing
Loose Ends

Jean Lindley
Ros Browning
Gail Cullum

01963 251256
01963 363016
01963 362878

Thursdays 7:45-8:45pm, Village Hall
Fridays 10:30am-noon, Village Hall

Sports Club Committee
Women’s Institute

Steve Penny
Sue Latimer

01963 362157
01963 365765

3rd Tues monthly, 7:45 Village Hall
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Editorial Team:

John Atkinson, Gail Cullum, Simon Cullum, John Graham, Kate Crowther

Reporter:

vacant position

Enquiries:

WotsOnEditor@gmail.com

Web:

www.wotsonhenstridge.info

Printed By:
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