
 

Wot’s On Henstridge 

Spring 2022 



A non-profit making magazine published quarterly for the parish of Henstridge.  Advertising funds 

the printing of the magazine only.  All other elements of the publication including editing, production 

and distribution are provided by volunteers from the community. 

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in the magazine but the 

editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material for any reason.  The editor accepts no  

responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees with, views expressed in such submissions. 

Please email any items for the next edition of the magazine to WotsOnEditor@gmail.com by  

1 May 2022 at the latest. 

Whilst we make every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, the 

editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences or any errors or omissions that may occur. 



 

 Page 1 

 
New Year’s resolutions are squirrelled away for another year, snowdrops, crocuses 

and daffs jostle for the sunlight and lambs have begun to be born. Spring must be 

around the corner! Welcome to our bumper spring issue. 

Don’t miss our local business feature or our village personality — personalities in 

fact! Meet John and Julie Watson, the friendly faces of many a village hall event 

(pp.4-7) and our local business feature this issue is Wayne Pullen Butchers, based in 

Milborne Port (pp.32-34).  We value all our wonderful advertisers and would like to take 

a moment to thank Wayne Pullen and other local businesses for their continued support 

into 2022.  

2022 is Platinum Jubilee year. Wondering how you can take part and celebrate over the 

June bank holiday, or sooner? Turn to page 15 for our 4-page Jubilee section. 

As many of you will know, volunteering is a rewarding experience, a chance to meet 

new people and bring the community together. For those of you who may not have 

dipped your toes yet, look out for volunteer and committee member callouts throughout, 

especially for the Youth Club (p.13) which currently has a waiting list, meaning new 

adult volunteers are very much needed.  

And, as you’ll read in the Henstridge Village Hall update (p.19) a new committee is 

needed for the coming 12 months. If you’ve got ideas for the kinds of events and 

activities we could see more of in the hall, why not put yourself forward? 

Voting is as important as volunteering. We encourage everyone to read the Parish 

Council update on the new Somerset Council and May elections. Plus, some much 

needed words of reflection from Rev Kevin 

(p.9-10). 

Elsewhere in our issue… The Great Outdoors! 

We’re lucky that it’s all around us here in 

Henstridge, and perhaps the best people to 

explore it with are just a WhatsApp away… 

find out about the Wessex Activity Group 

who have been joining up to walk, cycle and 

green gym their way around the Blackmore 

Vale since early 2021 (p.29). 

Lastly, back by popular demand we’ve got 

event listings that take you right the way 

through to the beginnings of summer, from 

mountains of marmalade to workshops, tea 

rooms and choral calm. You can’t miss them, 

they’re merely a page away. 

With that, we welcome you to the spring 

issue of Wot’s On, happy reading!  
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Date / Time Event & location Find out more / book 

Tuesday 1 

March from 

2.15pm 

Blackmore Vale U3A Annual Gen-

eral Meeting featuring ‘Climate 

Queries with Nick Ricketts’,  

Members £1.50 Visitors £2.50. 

u3asites.org.uk/blackmore 

Saturday 12 

March and 19 

March 

Kate’s Kitchen Saturday Café, Hen-

stridge Village Hall:  Check times 

and details online. 

No reservation needed: 

kateskitchenbakery.com/events/

saturdaycafe3 

Sunday 13 

March, 12-4pm 
Kate’s Kitchen pop up tea room, 

Henstridge Village Hall. 
Book a table: kateskitchen-

bakery.com/events/tearoom1 or 

Sunday 13 

March, 3pm 
Wessex Strings Concert, Cheap 

Street Church in Sherborne.  
Advance tickets can be bought 

from Winstone Books 

Saturday 19 

March, 7.30pm 
Sherborne Chamber Choir and Sher-

borne Baroque Players present: 

Book tickets:  

sherbornechamberchoir.org.uk 

Saturday 26 

March, 10am - 

12.30pm 

The English Florist, Mother’s Day 

Bouquet Workshop, Stalbridge.  
To book places: 

www.theenglishflorist.co.uk/

events/mothers-day-bouquet-2 

Saturday 26  

March,  8pm 
One off comedy special @ Milborne 

Port Village Hall.  
Book - search ‘Milborne Port 

comedy special’ on eventbrite 

Mothering Sun-

day, 27 March, 

1-5pm 

Kate’s Kitchen pop up tea room, 

Henstridge Village Hall:  
Book a table: kateskitchen-

bakery.com/events/tearoom2 or 

call 01963 365 870 

Friday 1st 

April, 7.30pm 
April Fool’s Concert, St Nicholas 

Church.  Presented by the Elysium 

singers 

Free to attend, donations wel-

come. facebook.com/

elysiumsingers 

Saturday 2nd 

April, 2-4pm 
Kate’s Kitchen Saturday Café, Hen-

stridge Village Hall 
kateskitchenbakery.com/events/

saturdaycafe5 

Though our listing details were correct at the time of publication, we recommend 

checking with the venue or organisers before attending, to avoid disappointment.  

Have an event going on June – August? Get in touch with us by 1st May at wot-

soneditor@gmail.com with the event details and we’ll do our best to feature it.  
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Palm Sunday, 

10 April 10am 
Palm Sunday service at St Nicholas 

Church 
beneficeteam@gmail.com 

Sunday 10 

April, 12-4pm 
Kate’s Kitchen pop up tea room, Hen-

stridge Village Hall 
kateskitchenbakery.com/

events/tearoom3 01963 365 870 

Good Friday, 15 

April, 10am -12 
Kate’s Kitchen Café, Henstridge Vil-

lage Hall 
kateskitchenbakery.com/

events/saturdaycafe6 

Good Friday, 15 

April 2.30pm 
Last hour before the cross service at 

St Nicholas Church 
beneficeteam@gmail.com 

Saturday 16 

April, 9.30am  
The English Florist, Easter table cen-

tre workshop, Stalbridge. 
To book places 

www.theenglishflorist.co.uk 

Easter Sunday, 

17 April 10am 
Easter Sunday service at St Nicholas 

Church 
beneficeteam@gmail.com 

Wednesday 20 - 

Sunday 23 

April 

Milborne Port Opera presents: The 

Merry Widow, Milborne Port Village 

Hall. 

Book tickets:  
milborneportopera.co.uk 

23 April, 10am - 

12pm 
The Grand Marmalade Sale, The 

Gugg in Stalbridge.   
£1 entry Proceeds supporting the 

Church of St. Mary. 

23 April, 10am-

4pm 
eat:Festival returns to Yeovil town 

centre. Free entry as always. 
More information: 
eatfestivals.org/ 

29 April - 6 

May 
Sherborne Abbey Festival. An annu-

al, week-long celebration of music  
Book tickets sherborne-

abbeyfestival.org 

7 May, 7pm Stalbridge Quiz Night + Grand 

Raffle, Stalbridge Village Hall. 
stalbridge.info 

14- 29 May, 

times vary 
Dorset Art Weeks, a series of auc-

tions and events  
Find out more: 
dorsetartweeks.co.uk/events 

Sunday 29 May, 

10am - 6pm 
Sherborne Castle Country Fair Book tickets in advance to save: 

sherbornecountryfair.com 

Sunday 29 May, 

6.30pm 
Words and Music. An evening of 

reflection with the Elysium Singers, 

St Nicholas Church. 

For more info & to RSVP: face-

book.com/elysiumsingers 

Activities continued 
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  John and Julie Watson 
This issue’s personality is in fact 

two personalities. Husband and 

wife team – and all round top peo-

ple – John and Julie Watson.  

Julie and John have lived in Hen-

stridge for 7 years now and have 

really made their mark on village 

life. We caught up with the busy 

couple to ask how the pandemic 

has been for them and what they 

love most about life here.   

What brought you to Henstridge and what attracted you to the village in the 

first place?  

John: We came down for my work in March 2015 as I was offered the position of 

Works Manager at the new Steel Stockholders in Henstridge. Our best friend lives 

in Swanage and we had been coming down 

for holidays for over 20 years, so I already 

knew that I would love to retire down to the 

Dorset and Somerset area. When the oppor-

tunity came up with the job, I asked Julie 

what she thought and the answer was ‘let’s 

do it’.  

17th December 2014 I met the owners and managers, 

the next day I was offered the job and by March 

2015 we had moved to the village.  

Julie: The house we rented and now own was ex-

actly the type of place that we love and it ticked all 

of the boxes for us, the main one being that it is only 

4 minutes away from work.   

It was a shock for us both coming from Leigh-on-

Sea in Essex, we didn’t expect it to be so rural! But, hey, you adapt and adopt the lifestyle 

or go back to ‘civilisation’. For us, we are here to stay as we love it so much. 

Good to hear. We’ve obviously all spent the past two years here in Henstridge getting 

through the pandemic, day by day. How has it been for you both? Were your full time 

jobs affected?  

John: Luckily we weren’t affected too severely, we had each other to interact with. I was 

furloughed for 11 weeks and Julie only the 3 weeks. 

Julie: I had to go back in earlier to help Covid-ready the works for when employees start-

ed to return, but John could get lost in home projects, like building a wooden plant stage 

with a pond. He then built the Village Hall notice board, from scratch.  
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John: I also spent the time making a 

birdfeeder and nesting teapots that I 

sell too. From my own point of view 

I found it a precursor to retirement 

and thoroughly enjoyed it. We were 

able to have a Covid-friendly VE 

day [celebration] in the front garden 

with people sitting at 2m intervals 

along our front fences and the hand 

cleaner and multi spray in constant 

use! During the pandemic I did con-

tract the virus. I have a suppressed 

immune system but luckily I was 

fully jabbed and only had mild 

symptoms. 

Many people will know you as the friendly faces behind events at the village hall, in 

particular the monthly car boot sales. What got you involved in village events? 

John: Mmmm, interesting story on that one. I got chatting to Malcolm Stobart one day 

regarding the car boot sale and said to him that I thought it would get more visitors and 

pitch holders if they offered hot food like bacon baps. Malcolm agreed but wondered 

who might do it. The question came my way, would you fancy giving it a go? I spoke to 

Julie about it.  

Julie: We thought it would be a good way to meet more people from the village. As we 

are quite an outgoing couple we thought it would be fun, and that was how we started. 

John: From that point, after a while Malcolm asked us if we would join the Village Hall 

Committee and, as they say, the rest is history. I now seem to be known as the cheeky 

bacon bap man. Since Malcolm’s retirement, we now do the boot sale jointly with other 

members of the committee. I also do the advertising for the village hall and the boot sale 

via Facebook and other methods. I’m also the building manager, dealing with day-to-day 

maintenance and repairs. 

Julie: And I’m part of the fundraising subcommittee as well. 

That’s a lot on your plates! What do you love most about helping run events? 

John: We love the interaction with people. We are both quite outgoing people, Julie has 

got a quick wit and sharp sense of humour and I’m your typical cheeky Essex boy who 

chats up the older and wiser ladies! We enjoy seeing the looks on people’s faces when 

they’re enjoying themselves, whether it be a boot sale or other village hall event. 

Seven years in the village this year. What do you both like about village life nowa-

days? Any challenges? 

John: We love the fact that you can always be chatting to people and saying hello round 

here. The first time I washed my car down here it took me four hours even just to half 

clean it. When I went indoors Julie asked where the hell I had been and my answer was – 

Personality continued 
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‘people just kept stopping and talking to me!!’ It was such an alien thing, we were used 

to the odd grunt from people, and if you were out walking in the street, you were lucky 

to even have someone look up at you let alone say hello. (For my part it might be because 

I’m big and ugly that people were scared off, ha!) 

Julie: The only challenges were getting used to the slower pace of life and getting into 

gridlock situations when the cows crossed the road when on the way to work. Oh, and 

getting stuck behind four tractors on the bounce.  Now we’re Mr and Mrs Chilled. 

This Q&A wouldn’t be complete without mentioning your wonderful house decora-

tions. Have you always done them? 

John: The only thing we did [in Essex] was the odd pumpkin, if you did anymore there 

was a high risk it wouldn’t be there when you woke up in the morning or got home from 

work.  

Julie: I like my fairy houses and that’s what started the whole thing really, I used to get 

so many comments from children asking when more were coming that the idea grew. At 

the end of summer the fairy houses come in and then the preparation begins for Hallow-

een and then the same for Christmas.  

John: We just love the fact that children and even adults of the village, and people pass-

ing through on the A30, get such enjoyment from the displays. 

I certainly get enjoyment from them! Two more questions, for you John in particular. 

Firstly, what do you find rewarding about being so involved in the Village Hall Com-

mittee?  

I must say I enjoy the car boot sales, entertainment nights and other events we put on – 

the interaction with people enjoying themselves. Because I am quite handy and into my 

woodwork I do enjoy doing the repairs and maintenance to the hall.  

Personality continued 
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On the advertising side, it has been a totally new thing for me but, as a slightly younger 

committee member, I’m fairly capable with technology and social media. I created the 

Facebook pages for the boot sale and for the hall itself — page likes and interactions have 

increased dramatically and we’re reaching more young people as well as advertising in 

Marnhull, Sherborne, Milborne Port, Wincanton, Stalbridge and Buckhorn Weston, and 

further afield.   

Brilliant stuff. What message do you want to pass on to villagers keen to take a more 

active role? 

It would be great to have a few younger villagers on the village hall committee to give a 

different perspective on the events and evenings we could put on for locals. I have many 

people say to me ‘oh, you should do this or do that’ and from my point of view, if you 

have the ideas, then come forward and be part of the committee, that’s how it happened 

to me!  

We also need you to support our events by attending. 

If you’re interested in joining the committee, we would love another four to five peo-

ple on the committee, but we have space for six to eight villagers to join. The more 

people, the more the input and ideas there will be, and the bigger the benefit to the 

village itself. 

If you’re interested, you can contact us through the Facebook page (facebook.com/

HenstridgeVillageHall/) or you can ring our Chairman Carolyn on 01963 363123. 

 

Personality continued 
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 Explorers 

For this half of the term the children 

have been involved with activities 

relating to Wintertime and Chinese 

New Year. 

They have made bird feeders to take 

home to put in their own gardens 

and have made some feeders for the 

garden at Explorers. The children 

have watched the birds feeding 

whilst keeping very quiet and using 

binoculars to watch them from afar. They have seen robins, blue tits, blackbirds 

and jackdaws. 

To celebrate Chinese New Year the children made a dragon from boxes and then using 

material for a tail, danced around the room to music with drums and bells. They have also 

created their own small-

er dragons using junk 

materials, used chop-

sticks to eat noodles at 

snack time, painted 

tigers using spoons, 

made Ang Pows and 

have played in the role 

play area which is set 

up as a Chinese restau-

rant.  

Explorers is open from Monday to Friday from 8.45am-3.15pm during term time.  

For more information, please visit the website www.explorers-preschool.org.uk 

or   email explorers.preschool@hotmail.co.uk. Or call 07792 240804. 

Anna Swinburn 

 

Rainbows and Brownies  

I am pleased to be able to let you know that for the first time in 2 years we have some new 

members. We do have room for more in both units so feel free to get in touch. It is very 

nice to be able to play games again and to hear girls having fun. We shall hopefully be out 

and about in the village when the evenings get lighter and it was certainly fantastic to go 

on a night hike with Guides a few weeks ago. The girls work for badges at home and have 

a varied programme of activities on Monday evenings. 

Contact: Jane Jeanes (Brown Owl) Tel: 01963 370769 or  07712 824747  

email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com  
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Vicar: The Revd. Kevin Rogers  

The Vicarage, Church Street,  

Henstridge BA8 0QE   

Tel:  01963 363832   

Email:  revkrogers@gmail.com   

Churchwardens: 

Jenny Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: jennybates@waitrose.com 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Officers of the PCC: 

Vice Chair 

Hugo Barton 

Viners 

Blackmore Lane 

Henstridge 

BA8 0SN  

Tel. 01963 363193 

Email:  lizandhugo@btinternet.com 

 

Treasurer 

Keith Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: keith.bates@waitrose.com 

St Nicholas Church HenstridgeSt Nicholas Church Henstridge  
Church Street 

Henstridge BA8 0QE 

 

From the Rector 

Anger, frustration, discontentment, and disappointment. We are tired of forging a 

new way of living. We want what we had before the Pandemic. And yet, so much 

has changed on personal, social, political, and organisational levels that we know 

deep down that this has changed us for ever. On-line meetings are now an option 

when we plan to meet up. Working from home still works for many. Volunteers in 

all sectors are in short supply. Our income has stagnated or decreased amidst rising 

costs. The future still seems unpredictable. Our lives are increasingly polarised with 

extreme views on either side getting louder. Our resilience is waning. And the 

Pandemic is still with us, despite the call to live with it until it becomes endemic.  

The psalmist puts words to our feelings, ‘My soul is in deep anguish. How long, Lord, 

how long?’ We want God to act, to restore. For this desert type experience seems too 

much to bear. We want the fertile valleys, the lush abundance, but not the arid, the 

meagre, the dangerous, the unpredictable.  

And yet, it is in this desert type of experience, we find ourselves at the foot of the cross on 

which Jesus died, where God is doing his deepest work of transformation and restoration 
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in us. When we can’t have our way. When we can’t predict the future or plan. When 

tiredness of change and adaptation overwhelms us. When the loss of so much we held as 

sacrosanct and precious hurts. Then we see the crown of thorns that says, ‘I am your 

King, sovereign in all that is threatening you.’ We see the nail marked hands that say, ‘I 

love you and am redeeming you from idolatry and setting you free for more.’ We hear 

the cry of being forsaken that says, ‘You are now mine, never forsaken or alone.’  

Jesus said, ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 

gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.’ As we receive this peace, 

we will be set free to hear what God is saying to you, to me; what God is doing through 

all this as part of his redemptive purposes.  

Do join us at 10am on Sundays in Henstridge for corporate worship on the 1st and 3rd 

Sundays, and rotating around the villages of Henstridge, Horsington and Templecombe 

on the 2nd and 4th Sundays as follows: 13th Feb in Templecombe, 27th Feb – Benefice Away 

Day in Wells, 13th Mar in Horsington, 27th Mar in Templecombe, 10th Apr in Henstridge 

(Palm Sunday), 15th Apr in Templecombe (Good Friday), 17th Apr in Henstridge (Easter 

Sunday), and 24th Apr in Horsington. 

Also, week-day daily prayer at 5.30pm (via Zoom), mid-week bible study at 2pm on 

Wednesdays (via Zoom), Toddler group at 9am on Wednesdays in Henstridge, and our 

Lent Study on Saturdays at 10am (via Zoom) 

and on Sundays at 7pm in Henstridge. And 

if you need someone to pray with you, do 

get in touch.  

For more details, please see our webpage St 

Nicholas - A Church Near You or the notice 

board in the churchyard. 

Look to God and his strength. 

Rev Kevin (Tel: 01963 363832) 

 

Church Matters continued 

 
Could you become a 

Friend of the Balsam Centre ? 
The Balsam Centre is an independent, 

local charity delivering health and well-

being services, especially mental health 

support, in Wincanton and surrounding 

rural areas – including Henstridge !   

The Centre works with people of any age, 

background or circumstances at whatever 

point in their lives that they seek help.  

Friends of the Balsam Centre commit to a 

regular monthly or quarterly donation to 

support the work of the Centre.   

Please contact Sue Place sue-

place@balsamcentre.org.uk or ring 01963 

31842 for an application form.   

Thank You !   

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10910/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10910/
mailto:sueplace@balsamcentre.org.uk
mailto:sueplace@balsamcentre.org.uk
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News from the Council 

There are two important events 

coming up in the next few months.  

The first are local elections on 5 May, 

closely followed by the celebrations 

for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  

There will be plenty of information 

circulating during the coming weeks 

on these events, but I just want to 

make a few points. 

The elections are for the Parish 

Council (brought forward from 2023) 

and for the new Somerset unitary council 

which will replace the existing District and County councils. 

The new Somerset council will shadow the existing councils for a year and take over fully 

in May 2023. One of the features of the new council will be Local Community Networks 

(LCN) which will be, essentially, committees of the council with the addition of 

representatives of town and parish councils and other organisations covering specific 

topics.  Henstridge is participating in a pilot LCN on Wellbeing, which is in the very 

early stage of formation. 

If you want to contribute to the running of the parish, apply to be a parish councillor.  

But above all, vote on 5 May. 

We hope everyone will be able to take part in the Platinum Jubilee events.  This is a 

unique and historic occasion.  There will be lots to do locally, as well as county and 

national events to go and see or watch on TV.  

The new housing development, now known as Townsend Landings, had outline 

planning permission granted at an Appeal hearing in 2018, which overturned the parish 

Henstridge Parish  

Council 
Emma Curtis – Parish Clerk & RFO 

Henstridge Parish Council 

14 Everlanes Close 

Milborne Port 

Sherborne 

Dorset 

DT9 5FT 

Mob: 07745 270285 

Tel: 01963 250015 

Email: clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Web: www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Meet the Parish Council: 

Ken Courtenay - Chair 

David Nichols - Deputy Chair 

Peter Crocker   

Simon Cullum  Carolyn Nichols 

Adrian Gaymer     Andrew McMillan 
Elspeth Graham  Michael Player  

John Graham   Jane Rose 

Administration for the council is dealt with by the Clerk and Proper officer, Emma Curtis.  

In the first instance, all enquiries should be made to the Clerk. 

District Councillors are: Hayward Burt and William Wallace (who is also County Councillor) 
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council’s and SSDC’s opposition to it.  One of the conditions to the outline planning 

permission is for traffic lights and a footpath to be installed between Cotton Corner and 

Fountain Place.  Many people are very concerned about the effect on access to the road, 

parking and traffic backing up at the lights.  The Parish Council is pressing hard for the 

village to be consulted on the details of this scheme or any modifications to it. 

We have, however, managed to get the agreement of the developer to route construction 

traffic via Camp Road and Landshire Lane (East) to avoid the centre of the village. 

Ken Courtenay 

Chairman, Henstridge Parish Council 

Open Spaces Committee 

We were very lucky to have a sunny day 

for the opening of the Play Area it was very 

well attended with sixty goody bags 

handed out to children by Father 

Christmas and his two Elfin helpers.  

The goody bags were supplied by Hags, 

the company chosen to create the play area. 

We were very pleased that their Area Sales 

Manager Melanie Blackman, who had 

helped us with the design and had helped 

us every step of the way, was able to be with us on the day. Viridor, who were the main 

funders, came at a later date to view and sign off the project they were duly impressed 

and happy that their funding had been used to such good effect.  

Work has carried on throughout the winter in the Church Yard. We have removed ant 

nests that have disfigured the graves and made mowing difficult, this has been a 

mammoth task as the removed spoil proves. During this process we uncovered a lost 

grave. We are getting on top of the nettles and this will, in time, give us the opportunity 

for new planting to take place.  

We are coming out of a winter that has not been too harsh but very wet, this has held up 

several projects. We were hoping to have the arch installed and the picnic tables placed 

but the ground has been too soft to allow vehicles on to the recreation ground.  

When we looked at the site after the removal of the Leylandii we realised that some 

remedial work would need to be done to remove dross and improve the soil before 

replanting could take place, we have got quotes for this work and will have decided on 

this, and also which company that will carry out the planting, in our February meeting.  

We have ordered our free wild flower seeds from SSDC once we have them we will make 

plans for where they can be used.  

We have entered for this years Village in Bloom and planning for this is in progress. We 

will be planting with the Jubilee in mind. Thanks to the Henstridge Heroes group for 

Parish Council contd 
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digging out and planting up the flower beds by the notice board out side the Bird in 

Hand.  

Fly tipping is still a big problem and we are waiting for all the ditches alongside the lay 

byes around the village to be emptied of the huge amount of rubbish dumped in them. 

Please, those of you that walk the lanes, keep your eyes open for tipping and report it on 

line, or contact the clerk if you are unable to do so. Reporting is very easy now with the 

new mapping device that is available.  

Watch out for the date of the next Litter Pick Saturday, we are just waiting for the 

weather to improve. Date will be posted on the notice boards and on the web site where 

you can also find lots of other useful information. Many thanks to those kind folk who 

regularly litter pick in the village and the recreation ground.  

Carolyn Nichols 

Chair of the Open Spaces Committee 

PC Representative For Youth Report 

I am so heartened to see our Youth Club so well attended and serving some of our Young 

People so well. Unfortunately we do have a waiting list of folk wanting to attend but we 

are running at full capacity. We need more youth facilities in our parish.  

Having had the opportunity to get to know some of our Young People, I am aware that 

most of them are suffering from the lack of youth facilities in our parish. They have 

shared with us how they are unable to travel to Wincanton or Gillingham to play sports 

and wish that they could attend activities such as badminton, table tennis, football, 

rounders, boxing club etc in our parish. Cinema club, a monthly disco, a safe place to 

meet friends are much needed and would be so appreciated.  

Notwithstanding the fact that, following the new housing development, we will almost 

certainly have an increase in the young people in our village, we already do not have 

anything on offer, apart from our term time Youth Club for our young people. Facilities 

really need to be in place beforehand, rather than wait until disaffection shows. 

I certainly do not support this lack of youth support and want to change this.  Therefore I 

am exploring options as to how we can offer additional youth services in our parish but 

know that for us to achieve these we need a few more volunteers. My aim is to achieve a 

12 strong team of volunteers so that no-one is overloaded with commitments. 

Do you care about our young people? Do you want them to have a sense of ownership to 

the village within which they find themselves? Do you agree that they are our future? 

Would you like to see them involved in healthy activities instead of spending up to 15 

hours a day on their phones? If so, please contact me and bring your skill set to our 

friendly team. 

Jane Rose 

PC Representative For Youth 

Henstridge Youth Club Committee Chair Tel: 01963 362048 or 07761185630  
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Blackmore Vale Forge 

General blacksmith and welding 
Telephone: 01963 364116 
Email: blackmorevaleforge@gmail.com 

Bird in Hand 

 
Your friendly local pub 

Skittle Alley available for functions 

Real Ale, local cider and guest beers available 
Lunch time bar snacks 

Sky Sports 

Telephone: 01963 362255 

        Specialist work 

. Asbestos Removal 

. Graffiti Removal 

. Bio-Hazard and Decontamina-
tion 

. Roof Cleaning And Treatments 

. Render Cleaning 

. Waste Removal legally compli-
ant to HSE Guidelines 

. For other cleaning work please 
visit our website  

For Certain works stage pay-
ments can be arranged 

 
Tel:  01963 364588 

Web: www.razdaz.co.uk  

Email: info@razdaz.co.uk 

 

Time to get walking again! 
At this time of year we start to think about the mud drying up and getting out to walk in 

the beautiful English Countryside again, but where to find new and interesting walks? 

Walking in Somerset https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/somerset has hundreds of 

walks to download and print, free, it also has books of walks, details of all the walking 

groups in the county and much more. Whether you want to walk on your own or with a 

group all the information is there in one place. 

John Harris (the custodian of the website) said ‘There is so much walking information on 

the web but it is difficult to find. Walking in Somerset (part of the Walking in England 

website) has brought it together in one place so whether you are walking from home, or 

away on holiday, you will be able to find a walk suitable for you’. 

With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of suitability for 

pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy. 

So home or away, check out the websites and get walking! 

John Harris 

www.walkinginengland.co.uk 

john@walkinginengland.co.uk 

Parish Council contd 

http://www.razdaz.co.uk
mailto:info@razdaz.co.uk
https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/somerset
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
mailto:john@walkinginengland.co.uk
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The Jubilee 

This month we begin the cele-

brations commemorating HM 

Queen Elizabeth’s extraordi-

nary reign since her Accession 

to the Throne on 7 February 

1952 at the age of 25. Celebra-

tions and events are planned 

through the year, with a very 

special Anniversary party to top 

all previous ones to be held 

from 2-5 June 2022.  

At the beginning of this weekend, the Parish Council has organised for celebratory bunt-

ing to be hung around the Village Hall and Playground, the church and The Cross. Sue 

Latimer (01963 365 765) is running a number of workshops to make the bunting for the 

village, if you would like to help.  

The Jubilee logo was designed by a 

19 year old student and is available 

to download for your celebrations at 

royal.uk/queens-platinum-jubilee-

emblem. 

There are events already lined up all 

over the country. We hope that everyone will take part at 

some stage, whether it be with children or dogs, by singing, 

or eating and drinking. Here are a number of ways you can 

join in - and more events are being arranged every week. 

Take a look at the Calendar printed at at the end of this 

article. 

In the weeks prior to the Jubilee Bank Holiday, a wide vari-

ety of trees are being planted for The Queen’s Green Canopy. Over 60,000 have already 

been planted across the UK and the Commonwealth for the benefit of future generations. 

Every planting is recorded on a digital map that will be presented to Her Majesty at the 

end of 2022. For more information go to queensgreencanopy.org or the Woodland Trust. 

On 3 May the Blackmore Vale U3A is holding an Indoor Street Party for members in the 

Village Hall from 12.15 - 2.15pm. The theme is 1950’s music and vintage dress will be 

worn. 

The musical celebrations start with another Words & Music from Elysium, this time with 

a Royal theme on 29 May - more details later. And the Art Group will be decorating our 
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Official Jubilee photo courtesy of Jacob King, Wire Images 
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bus shelters royally. 

Have you met the Queen or other Royalty? Do you have a story to tell or photographs to 

share? The Family History Group will be putting up a display at the back of St Nicholas 

church and are hoping many parishioners will take part. Contact Linda Farnsworth. 

The Jubilee Bank holiday begins with the Queen’s Birthday Parade in London on Thurs-

day 2 June, which will take the form of Trooping the Colour and ending with an RAF 

Flypast. 

Closer to home, Thursday evening sees a string of Beacons being lit across the country 

and in overseas territories - see queensjubileebeacons.com One is being lit at Tem-

plecombe up at the Sports field and entertainment is planned from 9pm until the actual 

lighting of the Beacon at 9.45pm. Everyone is welcome. We expect another beacon will be 

lit at Sherborne. 

Are you a keen cricket player and would you like to take part in a fun game at the Recre-

ation Ground on Friday 3 June? Will Eaden, Treas-

urer of the Henstridge Cricket Ground, will make 

sure that the wicket is in perfect condition for 

players. Please contact Hugo Barton (... or James 

Tizzard (07740 409 172) if you would like to join a 

team for this historic match. St Nicholas School 

children have a team ready and waiting to be chal-

lenged. 

After the cricket match on Friday, there will be 

musical entertainment with lots of laughs and 

songs in the Village Hall. Several groups, apart from singers and musicians, will be tak-

ing part. 

Saturday 4 June will be a busy day at the Recreation Ground. It starts with a fun Dog 

Show at 10am and all local canine friends are 

invited - whether in fancy dress or smart col-

lars. Every breed from around the village will 

be welcomed. Contact Anne Smales for more 

information - 01963 548 178. 

Starting at noon on the main Recreation 

Ground Steve Burrows will be holding Family 

Day with old fashioned egg & spoon or sack 

races, Hula hoop competitions, Face Painting 

and more. There will be a prize for the best 

child dressed as Royalty - and you can have 

your photograph taken in the golden picture frame for posterity. It’s a Knock Out starts 

at 3pm - get your teams ready. WAGS and the Explorer Mums will be helping and selling 
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ice creams on the day. 

On Saturday afternoon, the Henstridge Flyers WI are holding a special Royal Tea Party 

in the Village Hall and are screening a film about the Queen’s Coronation throughout 

the afternoon. All ages are welcome and details will be posted later. 

Saturday ends with a live concert at Buckingham Palace, which will be broadcast by the 

BBC. 

The celebrations finally come to an end with a Big Jubilee Lunch in every street in the 

Parish and across the UK. Invite your neighbours and friends to get together for a street 

party, barbeque, picnic or tea. Gather in your driveway, your garden or set up tables in 

the street - making sure the road is closed to through traffic (- information and advice on 

road closures will be published on the Henstridge Parish website). 

 

ACTIVITY LOCATION ORGANISER DETAILS

Official logo from - royal.uk/queens-

platinum-jubilee-

emblems

Buckingham Palace For use on approved publicity 

material etc, not for commercial 

gain.

2022 Queen's Green Canopy UK and across the 

Commonwealth

Buckingham Palace Any trees planted locally, including 

privately, can be entered on Ref map 

queensgreencanopy.org/map 

60,000 trees already registered

2023 Queen's Green Canopy Henstridge Rec Ground Chair Open Spaces - 

caroline.nichols@henstri

dgeparishcounciol.org.uk

Commemoration tree to be planted 

in Recreation ground - date TBC

12-15 May

A Gallop Through History

filmed at Windsor Castle ITV Broadcast live. Tickets from 

windsor.gov.uk

3 May

U3A Indoor Street lunch for 

members

Henstridge Village Hall Gill Weston & Susan 

Kidd - 

skiddsbvu3a@gmail.com

12.15 - 2.15pm. Vintage dress and 

1950's music

Bird in Hand Henstridge  Landlord Mark Williams Variety of events tbc e.g..What was 

happening here 70 years ago?

29 May

Music & Words concert

Venue tbc in Henstridge Liz Holbrook, Oonagh 

Langrishe - 

lizholbrook3@gmail.com

Elysium singers and players - with a 

Royal theme

Decoration of bus shelters Henstridge Art Group - Liz Holbrook

lizholbrook3@gmail.com

tbc

School children St Nicholas school Head - Alison Shearer School to put up bunting made by 

children. Various activites incl 

cricket, choir.

on-going through the year

WOT'S ON OVER THE QUEEN'S JUBILEE - latest information

Celebrating HM The Queen's Accession to the Throne on 6 Feb 1952 - 70th Anniversary
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ACTIVITY LOCATION ORGANISER DETAILS

Bunting will be hung around 

the village

Henstridge War 

memorial & hedge, 

V/Hall,Church, The Cross 

(opp Shop), white gates 

on main roads

elspeth.graham@henstrid

geparishcouncil.org.uk

 Workshops organised and more to 

come - Sue Latimer 01963 365 765

Bunting Yenston Carol Phelps - 

carol.phelps@talktalk.net

local team organising

Bunting Individual properties Parishioners individuals to organise their own

Union flag to fly at entrance to 

village

Henstridge War 

Memorial

Flags on Village houses which 

have tree fixings

Henstridge

Family History group St Nicholas church, 

Henstridge

Linda Farnsworth - 

linda@rlhome.co.uk

Display of photos & interviews in the 

church relating to contacts with HM 

The Queen and other Royals

Trooping Colour & Fly Past London Buckingham Palace HM Queen's Birthday Parade

Beacons countrywide but not in 

Henstridge.  

Templecomber & 

Sherborne are closest

Buckingham Palace 1,500 to be lit @ 9.15 pm across the 

country, as well as overseas.  

Templecombe sports ground, near 

tennis courts

Service of Thanksgiving St Paul's Cathedral, 

London

Buckingham Palace

Church Bells ringing St Nicholas church, 

Henstridge

Bell captain, Ellen 

Edwards

tbc

Cricket match Henstridge Rec Ground

Jubilee Entertainment Henstridge Village Hall Liz Holbrook - 

lizholbrook3@gmail.com

Music, singing, readings, acting and 

lots of laughs. Entry by Donation - 

Bar and snacks.

HM Attending The Derby Epsom Downs Buckingham Palace

Party @ The Palace London Buckingham Palace Will be broadcast on BBC, with big 

screens in London

Fun Dog Show 10am - noon Henstridge Rec Ground - 

top arena

Anne Smales - 

annesmales@googlemail.

com

Fun day for Corgi's, King Charles 

Spaniels - and all sorts!

Family Day activities noon - 

5pm

Henstridge Rec Ground - 

main area

Steve Burrows - 

info@steveburrowstraini

ng.co.uk

Games for all ages.  Royal Fancy 

Dress competition. Face painting

WI Tea Party & Coronation 

film 2.30 - 5pm

Henstridge Village Hall High Flyers WI - Kathy 

Wright, Sue Latimer - 

susanlatimer155@gmail.c

om

Special Royal tea party, with 

Coronation film showing on loop. 

Families welcome

Big Jubilee Lunch Street parties 

countrywide

Parishioners to organise 

events in their own 

streets

Any road closures need permission 

from Highways - contact tbc

Service of Thanksgiving St Nicholas Parish 

Church

Rev Kevin Rogers - 01963 

363 832

10am Henstridge and Templecombe 

and Horsington

Pageant London Buckingham Palace Parade including Queen's Beasts & 

5,000 performers

Sun 5 June

Bank Holiday weekend

Clerk - clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

PEGS to liaise with  House residents

Will Eaden, Treasurer HCC. To join a team contact James 

Tizzard - jgt@lva.co.uk or Hugo Barton - 

lizandhugo@btintertnet.com

Dust off your bat and pads and join the social game today'. 

Celebrating HM The Queen's Accession to the Throne on 6 Feb 1952 - 70th Anniversary

Events on the Jubilee weekend

from 1 June

Thurs 2 June

Fri 3 June

Sat 4 June
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 Henstridge Village Hall 

As a committee we are pleased that the Hall is going to be pivotal in the Village’s 

celebration of Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Many of the events will 

take place in the hall or the hall will be in a supporting role.  We do hope all Hen-

stridge residents will take part – as you can see there is lots to do locally, as well as 

what will be on the TV.  So please do keep abreast of the details.  

Bookings at the hall are strong. We are taking many bookings for children’s parties, 

and it is so nice when we get messages from parents to say what a great time they 

had and what a great facility the hall is.  

We have several new crafting groups and craft workshops start up and the two Yoga 

groups are well attended, the new Jazzercise has two sessions a week. Guides are back on 

Mondays and the Youth Club is very busy. We even have a ferret show booked for Sep-

tember. All the old familiar groups are still going strong, Cameo, U3A, Henstridge Fliers-

WI, Loose Ends, Art Group and Line Dancing.  

The kitchen now has its dishwasher and the hood over the griddle is finished. A new 

work surface has been purchased and will soon be fitted. Where we have removed a cup-

board and sink we are boxing in all the pipework so it is more hygienic. Once all the re-

medial work is completed we will giving the kitchen a fresh coat of paint. The replace-

ment of the porch roof has been held up due to the weather, but is in hand.  

Our car boot and table top sale on the fourth Sunday of each month is becoming very 

popular with sellers and buyers alike and it is not just the aroma of John’s bacon baps that 

is bringing them in. 

We had a bit of a disaster with our last film night as the man did not show due to an ad-

ministrative error on his part. So ‘Respect’ will be shown at our next film night on 13th 

March. However the evening was not wasted as it gave folk including some new comers 

a chance to meet and chat over a cuppa and a slice of cake.  

We are always looking for new friends of the village hall to help out in lots of different 

ways. If you would be happy to help, let us know what you are willing and able to do, as 

they say many hands make light work! 

We would like to invite representatives of all the groups using the hall and all interested 

members of the public to our AGM on the 26th April at 7.00 for 7.30 to hear the Chairman 

and Treasurer’s reports and to discuss the future of the Village Hall going forward.  

Since the current committee will then retire, this will be followed by the important pro-

cess of electing a new committee for the coming twelve months. If you would be prepared 

to stand for election, please let the Chairman know as soon as possible. All present will be 

eligible to vote so this is your chance to ensure that you have the right committee for your 

Village Hall. The meeting will be held in the lounge and we will be serving wine and nib-

bles to help things along. 

Carolyn Nichols Village Hall Chair Telephone No: 01963 363123 

carolyn.nichols@mail.com or bookingshenstridgevillagehall@gmail.com 
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Henstridge Festival C.I.C. (Community Interest Company) Report 

The picture above is our Festival 

C.I.C. Logistics folk planning the 

new and bigger festival site for 

2023! 

The festival committee has taken 

the decision to come back bigger 

and better in 2023 when hopefully 

any virus concerns will be behind 

us and we can celebrate as such. 

We also have the Platinum Jubilee 

this year and there is much planned in the parish diary for this huge national event. 

What a long time it has been since our wonderful summer festival in 2019. During the 

past two years much has changed for many and we have had a few folk who have decid-

ed to not continue on to 2023 

with us. Therefore we have a 

few vacancies on our C.I.C. 

so if you would like to bring 

your creative skills to the 

table please contact me.  

We have been so heartened 

by the fact that due to the 

success of our first ever festi-

val all of our traders who 

joined us back then, and who 

paid in advance to join us the 

following year, have all cho-

sen to hang on in there until 

such time as we are able to 

announce the date for our next one. This is testament to the huge success of the first festi-

val and we are very excited to bring the next event to the parish. Keep an eye out for the 

date and, if you have any ideas as to what you would like to have at the festival, please 

contact me asap whilst we are in the planning phase. 

Jane Rose 

Henstridge Festival C.I.C. Chair 

Tel: 01963 362048 or 07761185630 

News & Events continued 
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Youth Club 

Our wonderful Youth 

Club continues to go 

from strength to strength 

- with places full and a 

waiting list of young 

people wanting to join. 

Alongside our usual fa-

cilities of offering a safe 

space to meet with 

friends for a couple of 

hours, cooking sessions, 

games, team challenges, tuck shop etc, we also have planned sessions where we address 

safe-guarding subjects to support our young people in this increasingly challenging 

world. Our local police come and visit and have educated our Young People about Coun-

ty Lines, Mobile Phone Safe Practice and how to contact the police for help. We have also 

had the Somerset Wildlife Trust visit over several weeks and are working with them to 

implement some of the young peoples' ecological ideas within the parish. 

Please come and join us and see what goes on.  

Jane Rose Tel 01963 362048 or 07761185630 

Church Cleaning 

We have a small but dedicated band of cleaners and brass polishers but a few more peo-

ple would make life much easier. If you feel you could join us please let me know and I 

will add you to the rota.  

Jane Jeanes 

01963 370769 / 07712 824747 or lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

Church Flowers 

Thank you to all those who helped make the church so welcoming for Christmas. There 

is a new sheet for anyone to add their name to provide and arrange flowers for each Sun-

day. There are no flowers during Lent so the first Sunday will be Easter Sunday 17th 

April. This rota is for flowers either in the window by the altar or a pedestal nearby. We 

shall decorate the windows for Easter on Saturday 16th April. There are some windows 

waiting for people to decorate so please ask me for details. Decorators are responsible for 

looking after the flowers in their arrangements. If you do not fell able to arrange flowers 

but would like to provide flowers for a special occasion please let me know.  

Jane Jeanes 

01963 370769 / 07712 824747 or lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

News & Events contd 
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A357 Henstridge: Save High Street from HGVs 
Faced with a petition from local residents, David Wilson Homes (DWH) has told Henstridge Par-

ish Council, South Somerset District Council and County Highways that it is willing to discuss 

alternative options to ensure improved pedestrian safety on Henstridge High Street.  

This follows pressure from the Henstridge A357 Group to reject a traffic light scheme that it ar-

gues was unworkable. This scheme was imposed by the Appeal Inspector in 2018 as a crucial con-

dition for permission to build 130 houses on a greenfield site on the southern end of the village. 

The Inspector’s aim was to provide a safe footway for pedestrians using the High Street, but it 

required traffic lights and this scheme as submitted was criticised by many local people as unwork-

able. 

The developers DWH have also indicated that they are willing to instruct construction traffic to 

use Camp Road and Landshire Lane as the designated route for construction traffic, avoiding the 

narrow High Street. 

A357 Group’s response to current planning application 

Henstridge’s A357 Group was established in 2018 to draw attention to road safety and 

traffic concerns resulting from significant current and impending housing developments 

along the A357 in South Somerset and North Dorset. This A357 group has had two con-

cerns in relation to a current planning application by David Wilson Homes (Application 

NO: 21/03369/REM,) which is due to be decided in early April: 

 the likely impact of construction traffic on the centre of the village 

 shortcomings in relation to the Appeal Inspector’s condition 10 iii, requiring traffic 

lights in the High Street and the urgent need for County Highways to remove and 

replace this condition as it is unworkable. 

In December 2021 both issues were put to all residents of Henstridge in the form of a peti-

tion, which resulted in an overwhelmingly supportive response: 

 for measures to make High Street safer for pedestrians  

 to ensure the back streets remain safe for pedestrians and do not become rat-runs 

 for removing the need for traffic lights in the High Street by diverting HGVs along 

the Camp Road and Landshire Lane as a signed lorry diversion route. 

A designated route for construction traffic 

Many people are concerned about the impact of construction traffic in the centre of Hen-

stridge generated by this imminent development. The A357 Group as well as the Parish 

Council objected to the latest DWH application unless the Camp Road route is designated 

as the signed HGV diversion for construction traffic for the duration of the DWH devel-

opment above. The developers have informed the Parish Council that they agree. They 

now accept that site construction traffic should be required to use the Landshire Lane / 

Camp Road route as their designated route. This is intended to deflect the heavy traffic 

from using the High Street. This condition is expected to be enshrined in the Construc-

tion Environmental Management Plan (CEMP), which becomes a legal planning commit-

ment. 

The A357 Group notes that this route is already prescribed as a condition for another  

News & Events contd 
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planning consent involving HGVs, and it is already used by HGVs serving the various 

commercial and industrial businesses in that area. The route is clearly better suited to 

HGVs than Henstridge High Street., though not ideal in every respect. 

High Street traffic and pedestrian safety: back to the drawing board 

A traffic light and pedestrian footway scheme for the High Street to provide safer pedes-

trian access between both ends of the village had been had been devised and submitted 

without public consultation at the Planning Appeal in 2018. It enabled SSDC and County 

Highways to withdraw their objections, and the appeal was duly allowed, with the traffic 

light scheme as a condition. But it soon became evident that this scheme was unworkable, 

failing to take properly into consideration the narrowness of the carriage way, the width 

of many lorries, and the various private access points between the lights. (see appendix 1 

for a list of reasons).   

These arguments have now prevailed. Speaking to the Parish Council on 7 Feb our 

District Councillor Hayward Burt announced that the unworkable condition involving 

traffic lights would be dropped; and that the developers, County Highways, Parish 

Council and the A357 Group would be invited to work together to devise a practicable 

alternative.  . 

The A357 Group now urges that it should be replaced by an alternative that would better 

meet the requirements of the village. We urge that County Highways and SSDC Planning 

Department working with the A357 Group to develop and adopt the following practica-

ble options: 

 The alternative route proposed for construction traffic should be made permanent 

for all HGVs, thus removing the widest and heaviest vehicles from the High Street 

in the village centre.  (A comparable scheme exists at Petworth and is under con-

sideration for Nailsea). 

 This signed diversion route for HGVs should make it unnecessary to impose 

traffic lights in the High Street. Practical but limited improvements there for traffic 

safety and for pedestrians should be designed and implemented. 

DWH was expected to fund implementation of this planning condition and should there-

fore provide funding for these alternatives up to the same level. 

These recommendations have the support of a substantial number of Henstridge resi-

dents who responded to the A357 Group’s Petition. ‘There is now the real possibility of 

this designated route being adopted as the long term solution’,  said Adrian Gaymer, 

Chairman of the A357 Group. ‘It is seen as the only way to ensure that the High Street 

can become a safe route for pedestrians to use, which is what the Planning Inspector was 

aiming to provide. The risk of additional heavy traffic going through the village and cre-

ating dangerous rat runs must be avoided. DWH must have set aside money to pay for a 

solution: let us now work together to provide the best long term one.' 
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 Appendix 1     Why Condition 10 iii is unworkable 

The A357 Group and very many villagers consider Condition 10 iii is unworkable, as: 

1. The High St is already too narrow and unsuitable for the size and number of HGVs.  

Provision of a new 1.8m footway for pedestrians is admirable, but would further limit 

the width of the highway such that there would be more places where two wide vehicles 

would be unable to pass each other. 

2 Owing to the above constraints and limits on existing sight lines, it would require 3 

phase lights.  But the position of these traffic lights accepted by Somerset Highways in 

2018 would lead to gridlock when big lorries would be unable to pass one another.  

Emergency vehicles risk being held up in tailbacks and blockages. 

3 Additional traffic lights would be required by residents with access points between the 

proposed lights, further slowing traffic flow. The current County Highways plan has 

omitted any consideration of these existing vehicular access points, although its Part 1 

Highway Safety audit should have flagged up this as an issue. 

4. Back roads in the village currently used safely by pedestrians would become rat runs 

at commuting times and when gridlock occurs. In particular there would be increased 

risk of traffic using Furge Grove and Church Lane, popular as a safe pedestrian route to 

the school etc. Steps must be taken to ensure it does not become a rat run. 

5 Some residents would lose their essential parking spaces near the proposed lights.   

Henstridge lacks parking as it is. 

News & Events contd 
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Local Bus Services 
Regular Services 

There are 4 regular services that stop at Henstridge: 

34 Bruton to Charlton Horethorne (County Council) 

58 Yeovil to Sherborne to Wincanton/Stalbridge (Buses of Somerset) 

646 Charlton Horethorne to Wincanton to Strode College, Street (South West Coaches) 

X10 Yeovil to Sturminster Newton to Blandford (Buses of Somerset) 

More information can be found at Somerset County Council’s informative Travel Somer-

set website at www.travelsomerset.co.uk/bus  (This website also includes useful infor-

mation on travel by car, foot, bike and rail) 

Bus Back Better 

Somerset's Bus Service Improvement plan , sets out a radical overhaul of services in the 

county and is being submitted as a bid for a share of a £3 billion funding pot made availa-

ble under the Government's 'Bus back better' initiative. The aim is to make bus services 

greener, more attractive, more affordable, easier to use and faster and more reliable. It 

forms an integral part of Somerset's Climate Emergency Strategy by getting more people 

out of cars and onto public transport. The bid is for £163 million, potentially a huge con-

tribution to tackling climate change in the county. 

Your local representative for the Bus Back Better initiative is Sue Latimer, who will be 

happy to pass on any complaints or observations about the local bus service. 

Sue Latimer: 01963 365765,  susanlatimer155@gmail.com  

Community Accessible Transport - CAT Bus  

Based at the Balsam Centre in Wincanton, this non-profit-making business provides 

transport for Wincanton and surrounding villages. It operates a Ring and Ride door to 

door service for people who live in villages without transport or for those who are unable 

to access the normal bus service. 

Membership costs £10 and the fares are very reasonable. Holders of a bus pass travel at 

half price.  The service runs Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm – for bookings and fare 

prices call 01963 33864 

CAT also operate a social car scheme and are in desperate need of volunteer drivers to 

take people to hospital appointments out of the area. A mileage rate is paid to cover ex-

penses and drivers are covered by the scheme’s insurance.  Wot’s On hope to bring you 

further information about CAT in future issues. www.SouthSomersetRingRide.org.uk 

Vale Auto Services 

Low Cost Motoring Centre 
Premium service at sensible prices 

MOT £40 while you wait: Monday-Saturday 

Servicing, Repairs, Diagnostics, Tyres, 
Laser Wheel Alignment 

Free Collection / Delivery / Courtesy Car 
Telephone: 01963 362843 

Web: www.valeautoservices.co.uk 

Westree Company 

Tree surgery, pruning, reductions, felling, stump 
removal, emergency tree works, logs for sale. 
Hedge trimming, reductions, planting, sheds, 

summerhouses, garden rooms,  
equestrian buildings, garages 

Telephone: 01963 362615 
Email: enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk 

Web: www.westreecompany.co.uk 

News & Events contd 

http://www.travelsomerset.co.uk/bus
mailto:susanlatimer155@gmail.com
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Out with the old – Laptops4learners wants your IT. 
So much of what we do today relies on having access to technology. Children’s education, 

people’s work, and now even access to public services almost always relies on having 

some access to IT. The Covid-19 pandemic has shown us just how difficult it is for low-

income families and isolated members of our society to access this vital resource.  

This problem will not simply go away when the pandemic is over and it has revealed a 

stark problem that the most vulnerable in our society have been struggling with for years. 

Too many are on the wrong side of the digital divide and a scheme, “Laptops4learners” 

has been working across Somerset, Dorset and Wiltshire to help people bridge the IT gap. 

The Laptops4learners campaign is asking local residents and businesses to donate their 

unwanted technology to the scheme. A specialist recycling company, Blackmore Ricotech, 

through their recently established CIC, DonateIT, will collect all the equipment received. 

DonateIT immediately clean and wipe each device of all data and then recycle or refur-

bish them ready to be donated back into the community for those most in need. 

Cllr Sarah Dyke who is spearheading the Laptops4Learners campaign said “I believe eve-

ryone should have equal access to our society, but there are still far too many learners and 

elderly across the area without access to the IT devices they need to study or connect with 

others.” She added, “Since February 2021, Laptops4learners has collected over 600 un-

wanted items of IT and I am delighted that we have recently donated our 125th device. It’s 

such an amazing achievement, but there is so much more to do. Many people reading this 

article may have received new IT devices for Christmas so I am asking that they donate 

any unwanted laptops, computers and other electronic items to our scheme to help some-

one in need.” 

This initiative is both friendly for people and for the environment, as reusing and recy-

cling reduces demand for new IT products and reduces the CO2 and the environmental 

impact of making and buying new. Every year a single laptop is kept working, extending 

its life, it saves 300kg CO2e (embedded carbon) and so far Laptops4learners has kept 

nearly 3 tonnes of IT equipment out of landfill. 

Simon Barfoot from Donate IT CIC said “It is estimated that on average 5 items of tech-

nology are left unused in our homes having been replaced by newer products.  On top of 

this are many organisations and companies who have upgraded their IT and have valua-

ble space taken up by spare and outdated IT, all of which would be perfect donations for 

this scheme”. He added “In our area alone there are probably enough unused IT devices 

to make sure every child who needs a computer can have one. We still need many more 

laptops to meet demand for the campaign.” 

People or organisations wishing to support the campaign or donate old IT hardware 

should contact Simon Barfoot by email donateIT@r3cycle.co.uk  

For more details about how you can help promote the scheme, contact Cllr Sarah Dyke 

cllrsarahdyke@gmail.com  

 

News & Events contd 

mailto:donateIT@r3cycle.co.uk
mailto:cllrsarahdyke@gmail.com
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Brian Kinder & Son 

Motor engineers 
Servicing & repairs to all makes 

 

Unit 7A Marsh Lane Industrial Estate,  
Henstridge BA80TG 

Telephone: 01963 363151 or 07714 293852 
Email: gkinder2808@gmail.com 

Web: www.briankinderandson.co.uk 

 

 

How does the scheme work?  

• Once the equipment is collected it is 

stored in the facility for 72hrs to comply 

with C-19 guidelines 

• The equipment is then sorted and val-

ued  

• The equipment to be repurposed is 

cleaned; its functionality checked; any 

repairs made; hard drives wiped and 

reformatted; computers reconfigured and 

boxed for distribution  

• The IT not suitable for repurposing will 

be recycled and any earnings from this pro-

cess will be reinvested in the scheme  

How do people donate unwanted IT? 

There are now 14 drop off points across the area.  Our local drop off point is: 

JDAY, Bow Bridge, Henstridge Marsh BA8 0TF 9am - 4pm Mon-Fri  

How does the IT get to those who need it?  

We work with schools, colleges, councils, local groups, residents and businesses. We will 

supply the kit to whoever needs it as it becomes available meeting the greatest need first. 

What kind of IT is needed?  

Laptops, computers & peripherals, smart phones, ipads and tablets and old routers. If 

you can include transformers and cables that would help.  

Profiles and contact details:  

Simon Barfoot – Director, DonateIT (Blackmore Ricotech): donateIT@r3cycle.co.uk  

Cllr Sarah Dyke - Ward Member for Milborne Port and Portfolio Holder for Environment 

at South Somerset District Council: cllrsarahdyke@gmail.com   

Cllr Sarah Dyke and Simon Barfoot present IT devices 

to the Head (Mary Alexander) and pupils at Horsing-

ton Church School. 

Derek Etherington Dip(I.T.) BSc (Hons) 

Broadband, wireless / wired networks. PC, Mac, 
iPad, Smartphone, Tablet etc. Computer repairs 
and upgrades. Tuition available. Free local callout. 

Websites designed & maintained. CISCO trained 
Reasonable rates. Monday – Friday 9am-6pm 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07855 287150 
Email: info@dcenet.co.uk 

Web: www.dcenet.co.uk 

News & Events contd 
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 Banana Cake / Muffins 

Gluten free, no added sugar, use up your over ripe bananas!!  

For a Spring recipe a healthy cake / bread which has no added sugar and relies for 

sweetness on ripe bananas.  It can be made gluten free by using gluten free oats and 

ground almonds – no flour! 

It is best baked as muffins or cake bars rather than a large cake. It is quite dense and 

the texture slightly grainy. This banana cake may not be to everyone’s taste, but if 

trying to cut down on added sugar, or needing to avoid gluten, it makes a very nice 

addition to your range of tea/ coffee time treats!  

Rather plain but they are delicious eaten freshly baked when still warm, better with 

some butter later on. 

You will need muffin cases, or cup cake cases, I used a silicone mini loaf cake pan. Made 

12.  Preheat the oven to 180 C , or 170C for a fan oven.  

Ingredients 

3 ripe / over ripe bananas  

2 eggs 

80g melted butter 

1tsp vanilla extract  

100g ground almonds 

80 g porridge oats  

1tsp baking powder 

(For variation try almond essence instead 

of vanilla, or try adding 60g chopped 

walnuts) 

Melt the butter and let it cool, while you 

mash the bananas until smooth in a bowl.  Beat the eggs lightly and add to the bananas 

with the butter and the oats and ground almonds, vanilla and baking powder.  Stir 

together until well mixed.  

 Spoon into the cake cases and fill about ¾ full. They do rise, but not as much as a flour 

based cake. 

Bake for 15 to 20 minutes until golden brown on top and springy to touch.  

 

Jenny Bartholomew 
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Wessex Activity Group, otherwise known as WAG, is a social group for adults 

who want to get outdoors and get some exercise but don’t want to do it on their 

own.  We are a small, friendly group of people of all abilities and new members 

are welcome! 

WAG was set up by Steve Burrows in January 2021 with the aim of giving indi-

viduals the opportunity to go for a bike ride or walk with someone else during 

lockdown, as at that time we were limited to who and how many others we 

could meet up with.   Initially WAG consisted of a few friends but membership 

has steadily grown over the past 12 months with 21 now in the group. 

Activities you can currently be involved in include cycling once or twice a week, 

walking (with or without dogs) and sessions at the Green Gym on Henstridge 

rec.  You can do as many or as few as you want!  Rides and walks range from 

heading out for an hour locally, to a 2-3 hour hike/ride to driving out to explore 

somewhere further afield.  We have also had picnics at the new picnic benches 

outside the village hall on summer evenings with Steve’s village games and we 

have monthly skittles nights in the Bird in Hand, thanks to Mark and Chris. 

The Wagsters as we call ourselves, have lent Steve Burrows Training a helping 

hand with the Hallowe’en activities on the rec last autumn and we also plan to 

give our support at the Jubilee festivities too. 

WAG is free to join, very informal and we are a very welcoming, friendly bunch!  You 

will need to have Whatsapp on your smartphone to join.  We are always on the lookout 

for new members and ideas for new activities.  For more information about the group, 

contact Steve on 07710120564. 

S
p

e
c
ia

l 
F

e
a

t
u

r
e

: 
 W

e
s
s
e

x
 A

c
t
iv

it
y

 G
r

o
u

p
 



 

 Page 30 

 
S

p
e

c
ia

l 
F

e
a

t
u

r
e

: 
 T

h
e

 L
ig

h
t
e

r
 S

id
e

 

Thank you to Bill Tolley, 

a long time Henstridge 

resident, with a great 

outlook on the lighter 

side of life. 

Kate Crowther,  

Special Features Editor 
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 Wayne Pullen Family Butcher 

One of the pleasures of life in rural Somer-

set is dealing with local services, small busi-

nesses providing valuable services and local 

products to locals and visitors. This is par-

ticularly true where food is concerned. One 

such business is Wayne Pullen Family 

Butcher. So what of the person and what of 

the business? 

Wayne was born in The Guest Hospital, 

Templecombe in 1970. He has lived all his 

life in Milborne Port. The Pullen family 

have lived there since before the 1900s. His 

father was a builder and his mother a house 

wife. He is one of two children, his younger 

sister also lives in Milborne. 

There have been some “interesting” charac-

ters in the Pullen family, one being great 

Uncle Charlie. A victim of shell shock in the 

Great War, he was famous or maybe infa-

mous for poaching. On one occasion, having been 

caught poaching, he walked to Wincanton to pay the fine and on the way there set snares 

to  catch rabbits - whose skins he sold to  glove makers – and this generated more than 

enough money to cover the cost of the fine.  

After school in Milborne, Wayne went to King Arthurs in Wincanton up until the age of 

17. During this time his grandmother fixed him up with a Saturday job in the butchers 

shop in Milborne so from the age of 14 he worked for Ray Richards in the shop at 6 High 

Street Milborne. This proved to be the start of his butchering career even though he might 

not have been aware of this at the time. 

This shop had been a butcher’s shop since 1903 and has operated as a butchers shop up to 

the present day apart from just one 

six month period. The building like 

many of the buildings in that vicini-

ty are owned by the Commonalty 

Charity. This is a local charity run 

by local people that provides hous-

ing to rent within the village and its 

approach to setting business rents 

has enabled the village to keep 

shops that might otherwise be un-

profitable. The Commonalty began 
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with the medieval guilds, contin-

ued through the religious upheav-

als of the Tudor era, and remained 

a charity in Victorian times, until 

during the 20th century it was 

streamlined into the charity that 

exists today.  

Number 6 High Street is a fascinat-

ing building. The room above the 

shop is a guildhall complete with 

long oak table. If you stand outside 

facing the shop look to your right and you will see a Blue Plaque explaining that Judge 

Jeffries, the “hanging judge” presided in the room upstairs in the 17th century. The room 

with the barred window where Wayne works was where unfortunate people were held 

before being brought in front of the judge for sentencing.  The spectacular door to the 

right of this window is known to be of 

Saxon origin. 

As a natural progression from the 

Saturday job Wayne worked as an 

apprentice with Ray Richards for six 

years then, in 1993, went to work for a 

Master Butcher, Graham Loader in 

Yeovil. This proved to be a very im-

portant move and firmly fixed 

Wayne’s future. He believes he learnt 

more from Graham Loader than any-

one else in his life. 

Two significant events happened in 2006. Firstly he married Karen and then six weeks 

later he bought the shop in Milborne.  When setting up his business account with the 

bank he promised he would increase the turnover week on week for the first year. He did 

that and more.  When asked how this was possible his simple reply is by providing a 

service, providing what the customer wants. 

Wayne clearly likes his job and loves going into work saying “it feels like a hobby”. How-

ever the business is not without its challenges perhaps the biggest being competition 

from the supermarkets. Wayne’s position is very clear. The business can and does com-

pete on quality; price is the issue. There is a lot of cheap meat in this country but how 

good is it and where does it come from? Quality carries a price. Many people believe that 

butchers & supermarkets sell the same product but this is not the case. Wayne sources 

local meat. Driving along the A30 from Oborne towards Sherborne you will see a herd of 

ginger brown cows on your right; this is his source of beef - a Pedigree herd of South 

Devon cattle at Vale View Farm, Oborne.  These animals are bred locally; the only time 

Local Business continued 
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they travel is when they go for slaughter in Chard. Elsewhere across the UK animals have 

passports – travelling around the country for slaughter. Wayne quotes the example of 

beef being transported across the border for slaughtering in Scotland so it can be labelled 

“Scottish Beef” which attracts a premium price. Wayne’s position is that this is not good 

for the animals and not good for the consumer. He offers a simple message:  if you want 

to know what you are eating – shop locally where you know exactly what you are buying 

Staying local, lamb comes from Chard – English lamb all year round - and pigs from Pres-

tige Pork in Taunton. Continuing with the locally sourced philosophy all the pies, scotch 

eggs etc in the shop are made in-house by Karen. This approach clearly chimes with lots 

of customers some of whom come from as far away as Bournemouth. 

With most working hours spent with every variety of meat, is there a favourite when it 

comes to meal times in the Pullen household? Yes. The favoured cut is a pork loin for 

roasting and the special dish would be beef wellington.   

Have the last two years been difficult for the business? On the contrary, turnover in-

creased by 30% during the various lockdowns and restrictions.  The start of a local deliv-

ery service, which continues today, was important to provide a service to those who 

couldn’t get out and those who couldn’t or did not want to go to the supermarket. The 

last two years have been very busy. 

So what of the future? Retirement in about ten years’ time is in Wayne’s mind but he asks 

himself how easy will it be to sell? Where are the young people coming into this busi-

ness? Son William, age 24, is carving out a 

career of his own from his interest in flying 

– he has a private pilot’s licence and has 

been flying since he was 14! He has now 

embarked on a career in engineering with 

Leonardo (formerly Westland) in Yeovil. 

The Wayne Pullen story shows us that from 

the humble beginning of a Saturday job set 

up by his Gran and with a lot of hard work 

a successful business has been created and 

he has become something of an institution 

in Milborne Port.  

John Graham 
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 Why Make a Will? 
Many of us put off making a Will. Perhaps you already have a Will but it was 

made many years ago. Maybe now is the time to review it and ensure it is still up 

to date and meets your needs? 

Making a Will is the only way to ensure that your wishes are carried out after 

your death. Not making a Will can cause serious problems and expense for your 

family and loved ones at a time when they are grieving and can lead to upsetting 

family disputes. Making a Will can also give you peace of mind now, knowing 

that you are leaving your affairs in good order. 

Don’t assume that your spouse or partner will inherit everything when you die. If 

you don’t have a Will your estate will be distributed according to the Law of Intes-

tacy and potentially not everything will go to your spouse.  If you are unmarried, 

but living with your partner then your partner will receive nothing, unless you 

have made a Will providing for them. 

Do you have particular family heirlooms you want to pass down?  Maybe you 

want to give to Charity?  You need to make a Will. 

Do you have a vulnerable child or adult in the family who depends on you?  May-

be a member of your family can’t be trusted with money.  The only way to protect 

that vulnerable person from others and from themselves is to make a Will. 

In a Will you can appoint Guardians for your children and appoint Executors you know 

and trust.  

For advice on Wills contact Steve Green, FCILEx, Chartered Legal Executive and member 

of the Society of Will Writers. Tel; 07800 579323. sgreenwills@gmail.com 
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What is a Podiatrist and what do 

they do?  
Podiatrist treat and alleviate common foot 

problems, including:  

• Fungal nail conditions  

• Ingrowing toenails  

• Corns and callus  

• Athlete’s foot  

• Dry and cracked heels  

• Flat feet  

• Bunions  

• Heel pain  

• Diabetic feet  

• Arthritic feet  

• Verrucae  

• Ageing feet  

Podiatrists are medical professionals who 

have undergone a 3 year degree level train-

ing, specialising in the disorders and treat-

ment of the foot, ankle and lower limb. We help keep feet in a healthy condition by pre-

venting and correcting deformity, keeping people mobile and active, relieving pain and 

treating infections. We give advice on how to look after your feet and what type of shoe 

to wear.  

Julie Anne trained in London at the Chelsea School of Chiropody and completed a 3 year 

course in Podiatric medicine in 1984. She worked for the NHS as a State Registered Chi-

ropodist (now known as a Podiatrist) , and 

has been in private practice for 20 years. She 

is a member of the Royal College of Podiatry 

and is registered with the Health and Care 

Professions Council (HCPC) which regulates 

health and care professions in the UK. Their 

role is to protect the public.  

We specialise in the care of the diabetic foot 

and offer an annual health check. We use a 

wide range of padding and dressing materi-

als to help keep feet comfortable. Come and 

see Julie Anne at her clinic in Marnhull for 

an initial assessment and treatment. There is 

free parking For more information visit: Roy-

al College of Podiatry website at 

www.feetforlife.org 

Sponsor news contd 
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MB Electrical – Part P Registered 

Mike Barnes domestic electrical work  
& PAT testing 

Telephone: 01963 363133 or 07966 108590 

 

Grace Haines Eyecare 

In November, the popular local opticians Grace Haine Eyecare opened a second location 

on Cheap Street in Sherborne. Grace opened her first independent opticians in Stalbridge 

in 2012, which has since become a crucial part of the community, and has gone from 

strength to strength. Due to this success, she decided to expand the business, and Sher-

borne provided the perfect opportunity to do so. The practice has officially been up and 

running since the 26th of November, in an event which saw Olympic gold medallist Peter 

Wilson cut the ribbon, in an opening event attended by staff, friends and family.  

Both practices have a team of experienced, qualified and friendly staff who believe that 

their main role is to look after the health of your vision. They both offer the Eyeplan care 

scheme to make high quality eye care more accessible and affordable for all. For more 

information, please visit www.gracehaineeyecare.co.uk, where addresses and contact 

information can be found for both practices.  

Sponsor news contd 

http://www.gracehaineeyecare.co.uk
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 The Henstridge Flyers WI  

Once again our plans have been severely curtailed, although we did manage a 

meeting in October, when Castle Gardens came to give us a talk. 

Our Christmas party plans were scuppered again!  We had planned a lovely meal at 

The Grange (with added entertainment!), but we are now hoping that we can have 

it in March, (although we won’t be able to do our famous bauble swap game!).  

In January we had a talk about behind the scenes at The National Trust, which was 

quite an eye opener, and at the time of writing in February we are looking forward 

to hearing a talk on gliding, plus some Valentine’s treats. 

As you can see from our programme, we have lots of fun and games ahead, so why 

not come and join us? 

Sue Latimer, secretary  01963 365765 

susanlatimer155@gmail  
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January 18 Working Behind the Scenes with the Na-

tional Trust 
Andrew McElwee 

February 15 North Dorset Gliding Club Jan Smith 

March 15 Feltham Farm Cheeses, Templecombe 
Tasting session with wine and cider 

Penny Nagle (Director) 

April 19 Yeovil Free Wheelers – Blood Bikes Andrew Wiley 

May 17 Visit to Castle Gardens   

May 18 (Wed) Fashion Show with other invited groups Courtesy of the Honesty 

Jar 

June 21 School in a Bag 
Bags with educational resources for disad-

vantaged children, globally 

Luke Simon (CEO) 

July 19 Born Free Foundation and endangered 

species 
Dawn Lawrence 

August 16 Garden Party, venue TBC   

September 20 Afternoon Croquet/Tea, Venue TBC   

October 18 Gardening for Wildlife Castle Gardens 

November 15 Nuts & Crackers 
The Magical Fun World of Nutcrackers 

Carol and Bob Northover 

December 20 Christmas Party   
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Henstridge Line Dancers 
All is going well and we are still keeping to two days a week with small groups. 

Not much to report this time -  just stay safe. 

Wednesday 2.00 till 3.00 

Thursday 7.45 till 8.45. 

Ros Browning— 01963 363016 

CAMEO - Come and Meet Each Other! 
We are back and  have a programme set out for the year. 

The meeting on 8 February was very well supported.  John Smales gave a talk on The 

Battle of Waterloo and had us all spell bound.  So a great start to our programme of 2022. 

Hopefully we will see some new faces this year, with something for everyone. 

Price £2.50 

Ros Browning—01963 363016 

 

Clubs & Societies  continued 

2022 PROGRAMME 

Village Hall, 2nd Tuesday of the month, 2.00-4.00pm (unless otherwise notified) 

January No meeting   

February 8th The Battle of Waterloo John Smales 

March 8th Hot Air Ballooning John Whicher 

April 12th History of First Aid Jane Jeanes 

May 10th How your broken jewellery can help, 

Breast Cancer Unit 
Maggie & Colin 

Hague 

June 13th(Monday) Skittles Evening 6.45pm for 7.00pm 

start at The Bird in 

Hand 

July 12th Tea Party   

August No meeting   

September 13th Quiz or Games   

October 11th TBA   

November 8th History of Book Binding Anne Smales 

December 13th Christmas get-together plus Table 

Decoration Competition 
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News From the Lions’ Den 
Welcome to the latest news bulletin from the BLACKMORE VALE 

LIONS CLUB. 

Although having depleted numbers we have roared back into activity. In 

December we collected at Waitrose and Sainsbury’s in Sherborne. On the social side we 

held our Xmas dinner at The Virginia Ash. We continued with our support of local food 

banks with a donation to The Vale Pantry in Sturminster Newton. 

Our annual half marathon, the 29th, was held on Sunday 6th February. Fortunately for the 

239 runners that took part a break in the rainy weather allowed the race to be run in dry 

but windy conditions. Sponsors included our friends Dikes of Stalbridge. Victoria 

O‘brien cake bakes and catering provided the prizes. All entrants received a specially 

designed buff. 

Lions Clubs International have chosen the environment as one of its global causes. UK 

Lions recently teamed up with the author of Wild Tribe Heroes books which have stories 

attractively written for children about conservation and ecology. They are gentle and 

engaging stories highlighting such things as the effect of plastic in oceans and 

deforestation. Each book has the Lions logo on them. We have presented a set of these 

books to each of 18 schools in the Blackmore Vale. Here is a picture showing a group of 

Clubs & Societies continued 
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happy children with their lovely books. Looking on are head teacher Mrs Alison Shearer 

and Lion Bill Brown.  

We always welcome hearing of genuine needs in the area and if appropriate we will 

make a donation. 

We need to make major repairs to our Xmas float. Is anybody out there that could help us 

by donating their time for joinery, metal work or even providing a trailer which would 

form the basis of new construction? We do hope that we can get this together for this 

year’s Christmas season. 

As usual a big thank you! –  to all of you that have supported and helped us 

Our motto as ever is “we serve”. 

Lion Peter Oswick 

01963 363281 

peter.oswick@btinternet.com 

 

Bell Ringing 
Life is finally settling down again in the bell tower not that we can practice 

regularly.  Our trainee ringers can now ring both their front and back strokes together, 

under the watchful eye of Catherine our trainer from Charlton Horethorne.  We are 

immensely grateful for her dedication. 

In between trainee slots we others are starting to ring longer call change sequences, 

interrupted by the lockdowns, with a quick dive into our box of chocolates during a break 

from ringing! 

Christine Crowther 

The Art Group 
Newcomers welcome, please contact Liz Holbrook for details. 

Liz Holbrook 
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Loose Ends 
Loose Ends is back, meeting in person (at least for now).  It has been wonderful to meet 

again, in the village hall or on the patio if the weather permits, to enjoy each other’s 

company, eat cake and drink tea and coffee!  We meet every Friday morning in 

Henstridge Village Hall from 10:30 until 12. 

While it’s always nice to see friends, we would love to welcome a new face or two!  Do 

come along and join us one Friday morning.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

Gail and Simon Cullum – 01963 362878 

gailpcullum@gmail.com 

u3a 

We all worry to some degree about Climate Change and in our individual ways try to do 

our bit.  Can Nick Ricketts, who had nearly 40 years working in the Met Office, calm our 

fears? Can he answer your questions on ’What causes global warming and what might be 

done about it?' To find out and pose your own questions come on Tuesday 1st March 

Henstridge Village Hall, Doors open 2.15pm for refreshments and after the AGM Nick 

will speak. 

Francis has conducted or produced over two hundred Amateur Operatic Society 

productions, and not all the drama happens on-stage! This talk distils the essence of that 

peculiar hobby of amateur dramatics with all the thrills and spills. The stars of his talk are 

a donkey, an orange wig, and a fire siren, among a host of other guest appearances! 

Perhaps this will revive a local amateur dramatic group. So come and see on Tuesday 3rd 

May at Henstridge Village Hall doors open 2.15pm.  

Henstridge Village Hall, BA8 0QD 

u3a   Blackmore Vale 

Tuesday 1
st

 March 
Doors open 2.15pm  AGM 2.50pm  Speaker 3.00pm 

Annual General Meeting 
and 

Nick Ricketts 

Climate Change 
Have your queries answered 

 

 

u3a   Blackmore Vale 

Henstridge Village Hall, BA8 0QD 
 

Tuesday 3
rd

 May 
Doors open 2.15pm   Speaker 3.00pm 

 

Dr Francis Burroughes 

‘Don’t put your Daughter  

on the Stage’ 
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Henstridge Book Club 

The Book club carries on, with some new members too!  We meet the third Wednesday 

(or sometimes 4th Wednesday!) of each month at 7:45 pm in the Bird in Hand. 

Come and join the book club if you like to read crime fiction, and while away an evening 

in the pub!  We try to read new authors, new times, new countries… but still in the crime 

fiction / espionage genre.  There are usually 6-8 of us that make it to the meeting each 

month.  You are very welcome to join us – even if you can’t make every meeting.  So just 

come along one evening. 

Gail Cullum - 01963 362878  

gailpcullum@gmail.com 

News from the Hive 
We are looking forward to warmer sunny days so that we can be out and about collecting 

pollen and nectar to feed our growing families. Our queen is getting ready to lay eggs 

which will hatch into a new generation to take over our chores and tasks. 

The weather has so far been quite kind to us but we would prefer a little less damp 

weather and if it was had been colder we would not have used up a lot of our stores 

when we fly around and there are no flowers to visit. Ken has been around to us regularly 

and provides some extra feed if he thinks we are short. He also checks to make sure our 

rooves are in place and that the mouse guards are working. We reward him with the odd 

sting. He has started to make up new frames and clean the items he will be using later in 

the year and we hear he has had a visit from Environmental Health to check that 

everything is in order and that our honey is as pure and safe for you to eat as we know it 

is. 

Thank you for the winter flowering shrubs, snowdrops and other early flowers you have 

all planted. It is such a treat to find fresh nectar and pollen and clean water on the days 

we are out and about. We rely on a wide variety of flowers during the year and some of 

the best are those you call weeds so think before you destroy our favourites. 

It is a bit too dull and windy to venture out today but if the sun shines you will start to 

see us and if you look carefully you might see our pollen sacs full of orange or yellow 

pollen. Meanwhile you can still enjoy the honey we produced last year on your toast or 

cereals or on crumpets. Just ring up and ask Ken or Jane 

Ken Jeanes - 01963 370769 lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

Henstridge Sports Club 
Unfortunately there is still nothing to report as there is no football or Cricket in the village 

at present. We await sports teams to return to the village and we can then look to support 

them if necessary either with equipment or financially. 

Steve Penny 

 

Clubs & Societies continued 
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Helplines 

Samaritans 116123 24 hrs or email jo@samaritans.org 

Young Minds parents Helpline 08088025544 (Mon-Fri 9.30-4pm free) 

www.youngminds.org.uk 

National Domestic Abuse Helpline 0808 2000 247 24hrs free 

www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk 

Childline  0800 1111  9 am -3.30am free  

www.childline.org.uk 

The Silver Line (for older people)  0800 4 70 80 90 24 hrs free 

www.thesilverline.org.uk 

Mind Infoline 0300 123 3393 (Mon-Fri 9am-6pm) 

www.mind.org.uk has a Get Help Now button 

 
Clubs & Societies continued 

http://www.childline.org.uk
http://www.thesilverline.org.uk
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 The Hammer and Anvil, Iron and the Fiery Forge of Time 

Under a spreading chestnut-tree 

     The village smithy stands; 

The smith, a mighty man is he, 

     With large and sinewy hands, 

And the muscles of his brawny arms 

     Are strong as iron bands. 

His hair is crisp, and black, and long; 

     His face is like the tan; 

His brow is wet with honest sweat, 

     He earns whate'er he can, 

And looks the whole world in the face, 

     For he owes not any man 

Verses from The Village Blacksmith by 

Henry Wadsworth  Longfellow (1807-1882)  

  

Iron is the life blood of the blacksmith but where 

did the story start? 

When out walking, turn over a stone, any reddish 

brownish marks you may see are ferric oxide, an 

‘iron bearing mineral’ containing iron ore deposits of 

millions of years ago. Iron ore comes from the heart 

of the earth’s core and makes up about 5% of the 

earth’s crust. The richest ores, those containing the 

purest metal have a brownish red colour. One of the 

most distinctive topographical features and natural 

resources of the area is the bedrock of natural stone 

running from beyond Stalbridge to the Charlton’s near 

Langport. The elevation of bedrock along Toomer ridge forms a natural parish boundary 

of significant importance, making Henstridge a special place in influencing settlement 

patterns of early humans in the area.  Wild horses and humans along the ridge,  natural 

stone beneath and who knows, maybe iron ore deposits in the lower layer of rock. Iron 

ore is one of the largest naturally occurring resources on the planet, created by the 

greatest magic show on earth,  unfortunately no audience existed to witness this until 

millions of years later!   

LAND FORMATION 

From this stone with its reddish brownish stain is evidence of the first life on earth. At the 

dawn of time, four billion years ago, water covered the earth’s surface and in the water 

life was beginning to form,  in the shape of bacteria and tiny organisms. Over time, as the 
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Image courtesy of the Village Black-

smith by Jocelyn Bailey.  

Iron Ore.  Courtesy of    http://

geologylearn.blogspot.com/2015/03/

iron-ore. 

file:///C:/Users/carol/Documents/Wots%20ON%20Research/2022%20Spring%20Iron%20Ore/Henry%20Wadsworth%20%20Longfellow
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waters receded land became visible, a surface 

filled with natural topographical features,  

mountains, cliffs, rivers, hills, vales and oceans.  

Along the ridge of hills at Bulbarrow before 

descending to Stoke Wake, and looking south 

towards Dorchester,  the shape of the vale 

resembles a big, curved bowl.  Imagine a force of 

water so strong the pulling power creates deep 

channels, leaving hills and ridges in its receding 

wake, as it rolls back thirty miles to form what is 

now the coastline along Chesil beach; the Jurassic 

coast. [1]   

SEDIMENTARY ROCK 

The topography of the land yields many evolutionary clues as to how 

life started, especially in rock formations where fossils and deposits are 

found; some as old as six hundred million years.  Sedimentary rock 

forms in layers to create the bedrock of the planet – Yabba dabba do - 

meet the flintstones!   Iron ore is found in sedimentary rock.  Billions of 

years ago,  a mass extinction event wiped-out animal and plant life, the 

only evidence of its existence left in the traces of the sedimentary rock.  

There are three types of sedimentary rock, organic, chemical and clastic.  

Organic, the oldest layer of rock is at the bottom and made up of once living matter, 

plants and animals with carbon skeletons and skulls turned into fossil fuels, coal and 

limestone.  The top layer of rock is known as ‘clastic and is the most common form,’ as in 

Toomer ridge and beyond.  Living things with skeletons also became fossilised in this 

layer as a result of further extinction events.   Squashed in the middle of the sedimentary 

rock is a crystalised layer where iron ore is found. It is known as the chemical layer 

formed by a chemical reaction of oxidation, where oxygen mixes with sediment minerals 

in the marine and fresh water to create 

naturally occurring solid mineral 

crystals, such as magnetite and 

hematite.  Hematite is an iron oxide 

crystal,  a solid, inorganic (not 

containing carbon) compound, 

containing iron ore deposits which can 

be extracted to make the metal iron. Bog 

iron deposits are found in water,  bogs 

(freshwater wetlands), swamps and 

streams and in soil, and more easily 

accessible as no mining skills needed to 

extract it.  Pure iron is found in 

meteorites. [2] 

Henstridge History continued 

A Banded Iron Formation (BIF) from Aus-

tralia’s Hamersley in the Pilbara. Image: 

Mark Barley  from https://

scienceillustrated.com.au/blog/science/first

-oxygen-produced-on-earth-2-48-billion-

years-ago/  

How Sedimentary Rock is Formed. Courtesy of 

https://eschooltoday.com/learn/sedimentary-rocks 

https://scienceillustrated.com.au/blog/science/first-oxygen-produced-on-earth-2-48-billion-years-ago/
https://scienceillustrated.com.au/blog/science/first-oxygen-produced-on-earth-2-48-billion-years-ago/
https://scienceillustrated.com.au/blog/science/first-oxygen-produced-on-earth-2-48-billion-years-ago/
https://scienceillustrated.com.au/blog/science/first-oxygen-produced-on-earth-2-48-billion-years-ago/
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GETTING IT OUT! 

The story so far shows how iron ore is formed 

and where it can be found, in water and 

sedimentary rocks and in rare cases raining 

from the skies!  Next is the alchemy! How ore 

is turned into iron. From the Iron age to 

medieval times and beyond, similar methods 

employed to extract the ore from bogs and 

wetlands and from deep in the bowels of the 

earth,  by hand using a rough pick axe type 

tool. Once a pile of iron ore has been 

collected it needs to be purified, by creating a roasting pit where the ore is consumed by 

fire but does not melt.  The technical term is calcination, a process converting one state to 

another removing impurities,  such as the calcium in iron ore, filtered out as calcium 

oxide, a potentially poisonous gas.  

FUEL FOR THE PROCESS 

Next, the roasted iron ore needs to be changed 

from a solid to liquid form, achieved by blazing 

high heats,  smelting or breaking down the iron ore 

and causing it to melt into a molten liquid iron.  

Early turf furnaces were used with some success to 

convert bog iron into liquid iron. For the best 

results smelting can only be achieved by the right 

fuel type capable of creating a red-hot fire such as 

charcoal. Archaeological evidence of charcoal 

marks shows charcoal making was practised in 

iron age times.  Charcoal is made from burnt wood, 

where the water has been smoked out of the wood 

leaving a dry, easily combustible material capable of producing high heats. A simple 

process for making charcoal is to construct a stack, a mixture of wood and layers of 

leaves, grass and wet soil,  with a hole for a chimney type structure. Feed the fire by 

adding more wood down the chimney and wait for the smoke to come out before 

covering it to smoulder for days.  Charcoal is ready when the smoke turns blueish grey, 

similar perhaps to the smoke when the College of Cardinals are choosing a new pope!  [3]  

THE FIERY FURNACE 

With the fuel ready, the fun begins! Early bronze age and iron age bloomery furnaces 

likely resembled a pit in the ground, with a charcoal fire fanned or blown to raise 

temperatures. A typical process layers the iron ore with another material such as coal or 

charcoal and is mixed with other substances such as limestone to create ‘flux;’ years later 

Henstridge History continued 

Early Iron ore Extraction. Courtesy of  https://

artuk.org/discover/artworks 

Turf Furnace courtesy of http://

www.hurstwic.org 

https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/wealden-iron-industry-iron-ore-extraction-minepits-charcoal-burning-coppicing-and-cording-70310
https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/wealden-iron-industry-iron-ore-extraction-minepits-charcoal-burning-coppicing-and-cording-70310
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it is still not clear what the flux it is!   Such 

examples of early updraft basic furnaces 

would not be very efficient in creating purer 

iron.  That being said some incredible 

archaeological finds have shown what was 

achieved during this time.  In 1929 at 

Landshire Lane quarry Mr R Elliott Steel 

discovered skeletons either Roman or Iron 

Age, the first documented evidence of 

settlement along the Toomer ridge area.  Even 

more amazing was his discovery of an iron 

age hearth and cooking pot in a ‘high 

vertical face’ below ground.  [4] Evidence of 

the Durotriges, the iron age tribe settled in 

this area, has been found at Marnhull. 

Furthermore, Durotrigan coinage and iron spear heads have been found at various clan 

sites on the banks of the River Stour and at the clan headquarters of Maiden Castle.  Iron 

makes fearsome, strong weapons, a typical spear used during battle was seven or eight 

feet long.  Remarkable to discover that more than 20,000 years ago the hunter gathering 

iron age people were making iron.[5]  

SOWS AND PIGS - No mention of pig iron or Bessemer converters here. 

Hurray I hear you say, perhaps recalling the subject at school with teachers 

battling valiantly to impart the knowledge against raucous cries of ‘We hate 

history!’  

All metals and alloys 

derive from casting, that is 

pouring liquid metal into a 

mould. The higher 

the temperature the 

purer the result. Later improvements created 

furnaces,  often egg-shaped with vents and a 

chimney, made of clay, then bricks, then cast 

iron. The refined fiery furnaces capable of 

raising and sustaining the temperature of a 

burning hot fire,  high enough to melt the 

iron ore into a liquid. In an egg-shaped furnace iron ore goes in the top and coal or 

charcoal at the bottom, as the heat rises the coal is burnt up and the liquid iron moves to 

the bottom. The raw molten liquid iron needs a way to escape the furnace and lie until it 

sets hard, usually via an opening at the bottom beneath which is a bed of furrowed sand. 

The largest mass of iron which sets in the furrows is called ‘a sow’ and the lesser or side 

furrows called ‘pigs.’  Usually, the liquid iron is so hot it does not run far but does keep 

Henstridge History continued 

A Durotrigan burial with iron projectile head in 

the spine, found at Maiden Castle, Dorchester. 

Image courtesy of Martin Papworth The Search 

for the Durotriges. 

Adding the ore to the furnace IIan Assayag Cour-

tesy of  https://www.haaretz.com/archaeology 

Anglo
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boiling for some time in the sand. The early downdraft furnaces with a chimney type 

structure can produce a higher heat even 

with wood.  

IRON THROUGH TIME  

Iron ore, a rich natural resource, has been 

extracted and mined, along with copper and 

bronze for millenniums, from the bronze age 

through to today. By the Norman period iron 

production was well developed with the 

Domesday survey of 1086 listing an amazing 

sixty-four blacksmiths across the country. 

The survey  shows oxen used for ploughing, 

reinforced by archaeological finds of rough cast iron ox shoes of a half-moon shape.  

Occasionally they come to the surface in fields so keep an eye out. One hundred years 

later in 1189  “Richard 1 had 50,000 horseshoes made to take on the Crusades.” [6]  

Iron foundries of the industrial age (1760s onwards) were a superior means of mass-

producing iron on an industrial scale, bigger, better and quicker and capable of 

employing hundreds of people.  The rise of the machines, hulking big manufacturing 

devices, roaring furnaces, deafening, gear-

grinding machinery, often deadly, and 

belching out thick choking smoke, quickly 

became characteristic of the industrial 

revolution.  

In 1779 the world’s first iron bridge was 

installed in England, taking over four years 

to make and using 378 tons of iron. Fifty-

two feet at the highest point, and extending 

over the River Severn,  the longest (220 

miles) navigable river in England,  the 

bridge was the innovation of Thomas 

Farnolls Pritchard and constructed by Abraham Darby III.   Today, Ironbridge  is a world 

UNESCO heritage site with the magnificent single span bridge over the Severn Gorge 

linking the villages of Madley and Benthall in Shropshire.  [7]  

Iron manufactured as sheet, bar, rod or wire has infinite uses in daily and working life. 

The British Iron Company was established in 1824 and three types of iron now made. 

Cast Iron,  used for objects and machinery parts where the strength (tensile stress) or 

shock load is not the main factor required of the metal. Malleable cast iron where the 

strength of the metal is all important is used for things like mining machinery and 

agricultural equipment. Wrought iron used mainly for ornamental ironwork, railings, 

Henstridge History continued 

The Victorian Iron Foundry 

The village of Ironbridge grew up around the 

bridge. Image by the author. 
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chains and railway couplings. Steel, a mixture of alloys, began production from late 1850s 

onwards. [8]  

IRONMONGERS 

The Anglo-Saxon trade guilds established to protect wages, 

working hours, offer training, and care for members, were 

often precursors to later bodies. In 1300, the Worshipful 

Company of Ironmongers was formed, operating by Royal 

Charter, regulating trade, offering fellowship and educational 

training. The Ironmongers embodies a sign of quality goods 

and workmanship and ‘today is one of the top ten great 

livery companies of London.’ [9] The heyday of ironmongery 

during the Victorian and Edwardian period,  saw 

ironmongers leading the way in the home furnishing market, 

anything from cast iron stoves to latches and keys and strange 

contraptions labelled ‘bronchitis kettles!’ The ironmongers 

traditional trade sign of a key, displayed outside the shop has 

disappeared from high streets today and only a few 

‘ironmongers,’ are still trading; one in Wareham, Dorset. 

Residents may remember Meaders of Stalbridge? That being 

said local market town hardware shops are carrying on the 

ironmongery traditions, often family businesses. Clementina 

in Wincanton closed in 2018, leaving Abbey Décor in 

Sherborne, Crockers in Gillingham and Harts in Sturminster 

Newton, originally the town’s blacksmiths. Read the story at  

https://www.hartsofstur.com/about-us 

MEET THE SMITHS! 

A Smith is a person working with metal who produces and 

manufactures practical, useful, everyday items. A Whitesmith or 

Brightsmith produces articles with a finished polish, often working with tin; a Brownsmith 

works with copper;  a Greensmith with latten (brass);  a Redsmith with gold (now known 

as a goldsmith) and  a Blacksmith with iron.   The Worship Company of Blacksmiths 

gained its charter in the reign of Elizabeth 1st and David Hey says ‘to this day, the 

company supports the blacksmithing community across the country, awarding prizes 

for high-quality work and sponsoring young practitioners.’ [10][11] The Jeans family 

from Stalbridge can trace their blacksmithing heritage back nearly three hundred years to 

Acquila Jeans (1732-1799.) Perhaps you peered over the half open stable door to watch 

blacksmith Jeans or his young apprentice Richard at the fiery forge, striking the glowing 

iron, sparks flying everywhere, illuminating the dark interior.  

 

Henstridge History continued 

Image courtesy of The Victori-

an Ironmonger by Cecil Mead-

ows 

Image courtesy of The Victo-

rian Ironmonger by Cecil  

Meadows 

https://www.hartsofstur.com/about-us
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The Blacksmithing dynasties of Henstridge 1700s to 

1900s 

The earliest documented blacksmiths found in 

Henstridge appear in apprenticeship indentures and 

marriage records showing that by the late 1700’s 

blacksmithing in the village was well established. Over 

the ensuing decades several blacksmithing dynasties 

emerge, the Rogers, Cox and Crew families, later the 

Bishop, Edge and Warry. Young children were taken on 

as apprentices for a set number of years, 5, 7 or 10 or 

until reaching the age of twenty-one. The written 

indenture, a legally binding contract,  for which parents 

paid a sum of money to the ‘Master.’  From 1760 Blacksmith Robert Rogers took on three 

apprentices; Thomas Lovell in 1761, Thomas Jenkins in 1770  and John Davidge in 1777.  

Blacksmith Charles White took on George Cox in 1784 and Joshua Lilley in 1790. At the 

end of the apprenticeship term the ‘apprentice could take up their freedom, that is 

become Master Blacksmiths or Farriers.’ [Marcia Evans.]  Ten years later George Cox, 

now a Master Blacksmith, apprenticed Samuel Read in 1794 , William Biss in 1802, and 

George Hopper in 1804.  In 1818 Joseph Cox took on Meshach Cox and in 1830 Pigot’s 

Trade Directory records both Meshach Cox and William Crew as the two village 

blacksmiths. William Crew originating from one of the great Dorset Blacksmithing 

families.  From the 1840s onwards William Crew was a blacksmith at Townsend and 

young Joseph Cox aged twenty-five was a blacksmith at Whitchurch. Robert Warren, 

married to Maria Bulgin was also a blacksmith, possibly in Yenston in 1841. Ten years 

later in 1851 Norwich-born Thomas Johnston recorded as blacksmith alongside seventy-

year-old Blacksmith Michael Cox.  

From 1863 to 1911 the Bishop family established themselves as Blacksmiths at the Ash, 

with Ms Matthew Bishop, the only woman blacksmith ever recorded in Henstridge listed 

in 1895 Kelly’s Directory.  By 1911 Garfield Bishop aged twenty-five moved from 

Henstridge to the Rhondda valley in Wales to continue working as a blacksmith. From 

1861 the Edge family were blacksmiths at Common Lane in Yenston, Edwin Edge aged 

sixty-five retires in 1881 and dies the following year.  His sons Edwin and Enoch continue 

the family business now relocated to the high street in Templecombe. Enoch marries 

Amelia Clark in 1871 and trades as a whitesmith.   

In 1911 the blacksmithing Bishops are no longer in Henstridge, rather it is George 

Hannam aged fifty of Church Street now recorded as the village blacksmith alongside 

George Warry (of the distinguished Dorset blacksmithing dynasty)  and Longmans 

Blacksmith and Wheelwright on the corner of Whitechurch Lane.  In 1921 just one 

Blacksmith, now as the rise of the motor car perhaps reduces demand, George Warry 

aged sixty-five living in Station Road is working for Mr C. Blake, Carpenters and 

The Jeans Family Blacksmiths. 

Courtesy of https://

www.stalbridge.info 

Henstridge History continued 

https://www.stalbridge.info/old-photos-of-buildings-in-stalbridge.html
https://www.stalbridge.info/old-photos-of-buildings-in-stalbridge.html
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Wheelwrights. George Warry dies in 1932 by which time George H. Simmons of Victoria 

Terrace is listed as working as a Master Blacksmith from his premises in the righthand 

field (now part of Station Gardens) before the railway bridge on the A30 (now part of 

Station Gardens.)  From the 1960s onwards the growth of the many first-class engineering 

businesses on the industrial estate, not only secures a solid reputation for the area 

amongst the wider engineering industry, but also demand for 

quality workmanship from the UK and beyond.  

TODAYS BLACKMITHS AND IRONWORKERS – 1990s to 

2022 

"Tim Fortune is a designer and craftsman who started his 

working career as an apprentice blacksmith specialising in 

traditionally forged ironwork. During this time, he found himself 

breaking away from the usual influences of 17th century baroque 

derived scroll work and experimenting with his own futuristic 

ideas. He was awarded the most accomplished student in his 

field.  Tim's design philosophy has always been that form and 

function should work together but either of them 

need not necessarily dictate what happens to the other. Tim has 

exhibited widely including Summer exhibitions at the Royal 

Academy of Arts, the Barbican Centre and Art Parks 

International in Guernsey. He has carried out commissions 

working alongside architects and public authorities such as 

The Natural history museum and Eton College as well as 

individuals such as Dame Elizabeth Frink."  For many years 

Tim’s business, Fillybrook Forge, was in Henstridge, and he  

was one of the founder members of the Henstridge and 

Templecombe Business Association in the 1990s. Whilst at 

Henstridge Tim had many commissions across the UK as well as 

designing and crafting an exquisite range of organic sculptural 

mirrors before relocating to France. Today he  sells and transports to 

the UK when he receives orders. You can see the beautiful iron 

work creations and find out what Tim is up to at  

www.timfortune.com and for the mirrors 

www.fortunedesigns.co.uk. 

The hammer and anvil are at the heart of Blackmore Vale Forge, 

the gas fired forge, a nod to modernity, replacing the traditional coal 

fired hearth.  Richard Dare, a traditional blacksmith started as a 

Saturday boy at C. J.  Jeans & Son in Stalbridge, serving a five-year 

apprenticeship there on leaving school and training at CoSIRA, 

Salisbury. [12] Richard established his business in 1996 relocating to 

Henstridge in 2006 to the Marsh Lane Trading Estate.  Grey iron 
Spiral Staircase by Black-

more Vale Forge 

Tim putting the finishing 

touches to the screen 

Henstridge History continued 

http://www.timfortune.com/
http://www.fortunedesigns.co.uk
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  arrives at the forge in 

long lengths and great 

strength and skill is 

required to change the 

iron lengths into 

creations such as gates, 

railings, weathervanes, 

garden benches and fire 

baskets.  The iron is 

heated in the forge fire into a 

white-hot malleable state, 

placed on a big anvil and 

hammered into shape. The anvil is a flat, hard surface usually 

with a horn, sometimes one at each end. Anvils can have two 

holes in them to aid the work of the blacksmith, a square hardy hole used to put the tools 

in it and a round pritchel hole enabling the blacksmith to punch a 

hole in the iron without hitting the anvil. A vice placed on the 

edge of a work surface with a leg reaching the floor absorbs the 

force as the iron is worked. Tongs are used to handle the metal.  

Accomplished blacksmiths learn nine techniques. 

Drawing -  hammering metal to make it longer or thinner;  

Tapering – working the metal into a point;  

Bending – holding the metal with a pair of tongs,  in a vice or on 

the point of the anvil and hammering into a bend;  

Upsetting – hammering the iron down on itself to the thicken  the 

end;  

Spreading -  widening the metal so that one end is wider and 

thinner like a fish tail;  

Punching – making a hole in the iron;  

Slitting -   the iron is cleaved to make it fork; 

Convenience bend – a bend created to aid the end product where intricate work is 

required on different parts of the same length of metal. Fashioned to allow closer 

contact with one part of the work. 

Twisting using the vice the red-hot metal can be twisted into a pattern. This takes skill 

and time to perfect and involves repeated cooling and heating as the pattern 

proceeds up the length of metal. 

Richard’s artistic talents are abundantly evident in his clever creations where the heavy 

unyielding metal is painstakingly shaped into the most beautiful figures and forms to 

grace the top of his ironwork creations. With a portfolio of work spanning over forty 

years in traditional blacksmithing, Blackmore Vale Forge has a long-standing association 

with Poundbury in Dorchester, creating distinctive quality ironwork. For sure success in 

blacksmithing can only be achieved through time, energy, endeavour and effort. Skills 

and knowledge require a thorough understanding of the nature of metals and fire, as well 

The fiery furnace at the heart of 

Blackmore Vale Forge.  

Balconies and railings at Pound-

bury by Blackmore Vale Forge.  
Decorative gates with a smile! 

Blackmore Vale Forge. 
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as successfully mastering all iron working techniques. Fine tuning and perfecting these 

skills to produce quality workmanship is distinguished by the status of a Master 

Blacksmith. In the words of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow “…the Smith a 

mighty man is he.” 

ONE TO WATCH 

Today the precious natural resource of iron ore is mined in over fifty 

countries in the world with Brazil and Australia being the leading 

exporters. By far the largest buyer of the world’s iron ore is China, 

importing a staggering 1.7 billion metric tonnes in 2019. [13] [14] The 

world’s largest iron ore mine is said to be in Brazil,  you can watch a YouTube video by 

scanning the QR Code here or by copying the YouTube link https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=KL3DSZDFpJQ&ab_channel=WashingtonPost   

TWO TO DO 

Discover your own iron ore in a stone.  Have fun treasure hunting for fossils. 

THREE TO SEE. 

Tim Fortune’s Rotunda at Springhead Trust at Fontmell Magna, near Shaftesbury. 

Gardens open on certain days, check first before a visit at https://

www.springheadtrust.org.uk/about-us/the-gardens-at-springhead/ 

Maiden Castle – Dorchester “One of the largest and most complex Iron Age Fort in 

Europe.’ Free Entry and Car Park.  

The Blackmore Vale as viewed from a bench at Kington Magna church. If you find 

yourself sitting there, perhaps watching the sunset, then you are resting on one of 

Blackmore Vale Forge’s traditionally crafted creations.  

Caroline Rowland © February2022. 
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[1]https://www.newscientist.com/article/2275696-earths-land-may-have-formed-500-million-years-

earlier-than-we-thought. 

[2]http://geologylearn.blogspot.com/2015/03/iron-ore 

[3] [https://archaeology.co.uk/articles/features/iron-masters-of-the-caledonians. 

[4]The Antiquaries Journal Vol 8 1929 and Somerset HR 53957   

[5]Martin Papworth The Search for the Durotriges. Dorset and the west Country in the late Iron Age. 

[6]Marcia Evans The Place of the Rural Blacksmith in Parish Life. 

[7] https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/iron-bridge/history/ 

[8]Metals for Engineering Craftsmen published by CoSIRA. Thanks Richard.  

[9] John Nicholl Some Account of the Worshipful Company of Ironmongers 1866. 

[10] David Hey The Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths 2010  

[11] Arthur Adams The History of the Worshipful Company of Blacksmiths 1951. 

[12] CoSIRA, Salisbury, Council for Small industry in Rural Areas. 

[13] https://www.statista.com] 

[14]https://www.mining-technology.com/features/featurethe-worlds-11-biggest-iron-ore-mines-

4180663/ 

The Village Blacksmith by Joyce Bailey 

The Victorian Ironmonger by Cecil Meadows 

Wessex to Ad 1000 by Barry Cunliffe 

Henstridge History continued 
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https://www.mining-technology.com/features/featurethe-worlds-11-biggest-iron-ore-mines-4180663/
https://www.mining-technology.com/features/featurethe-worlds-11-biggest-iron-ore-mines-4180663/
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 Jottings from the Lady Shed 
Lockdown may account for 2021 being the year that 

saw Cuprinol’s Shed of the Year Competition receive 

331 entries, the most in the event’s 15-year history. 

The winner was 29-year-old Danielle who turned her 

parents neglected old shed into a retro haven aptly 

named Crème De Menthe. This she painted in the 

obligatory shade of green and furnished it with retro 

items collected from charity and vintage shops. Amongst the 

finalists, my eye was drawn to the Catholic priest who streamed 

lockdown Mass from his shed. Not letting too many secrets out, the 

finalists showed real originality, artistry, and flair. So now is the 

time to think about entering your own shed for 2022. Mine, I prom-

ise to tidy up and clean the windows ready for the spring; being 

more aware of the amount of plastic used.  

A thought just occurred to me “have I ever wondered how much 

plastic is directed into the mouth of an earthworm during its five-

year life span?” With a teaspoon of soil containing one million bac-

teria how much plastic does it contain? I shall start with plant la-

bels as I have already abandoned plastic ones. The rain ruins the 

writing on wooden ones, making it indecipherable, like ink run-

ning when you try to write using proper implements. Metal or 

slate seem to be the better options but what to write with. The Tipp

-ex correction pen is my choice, as a realist I know that it contains 

hydrocarbons etc but will try, to only use it for the vegetables. 

To see what could bring winter loveliness to grey rainy days I 

peeked into the garden. I first noticed the tassel silk bush, Garrya 

Elipticia, which is said to be a robust fast-growing evergreen. After 

three years this is now hung with long elegant tassels.  I don’t 

know how hardy these really are, as this is the only surviving one 

from three purchased. Next are two dwarf weeping Kilmarnock 

willow trees Salix Caprea. These are just beginning to show their 

velvety silver catkins and are a pleasure all year round. Finally, 

there is my true garden love, the hellebores.  These poisonous 

plants contain an antifreeze protein which further increases their 

tolerance to cold. So, after a frost they are the first to raise their 

heads again, especially Anna’s Red which retains that colour 

throughout its life.  These, along with the bulbs, herald in the 

spring. 

Susan Kidd née Billitt                                                                                                       

15/02/2022 
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 Useful Information 
Opening Times 
Post Office 9:00am—5:30pm Mon-Fri, 9:00am—12:30pm Sat 

Shop 8:00am—6:00 pm Mon-Sat, 8:00am-1:00pm Sun 

PO letter box collections 5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10:15am Sat 

Numbers to Note 
Chemist, Stalbridge Pharmacy 01963 362246 

District Councillor, Hayward Burt 07543 854391 

District Councillor, William Wallace 01963 370423 

Doctors, Milborne Port Surgery 01963 250334 

Electricity distribution (power cuts, emergencies) 105 (power cuts), 0800 072 7282 (emergencies) 

Hospital, Sherborne Yeatman 01935 813991 

Hospital, Yeovil District 01935 475122 

Local MP, David Warburton 01373 580500  

Parish Council (Emma Curtis) 07745 270285 or 01963 250015 

Police, non emergency and PCSOs 101 

South Somerset District Council 01935 462462 

Somerset County Councillor, William Wallace 01963 370423  

Somerset County Council—Single number 0300 123 2224 

St Nicholas C of E School, Secretary 01963 362308 

Village Hall bookings , Carolyn Nichols    bookingshenstridgevillagehall@gmail.com  
Wessex Water (water leaks, supply failure) 0345 6004600 

Clubs and Societies 

Art Group Liz Holbrook 01963 393193 Mondays 10am –noon, Village Hall 

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards 01963 362282 Tuesdays 7:30pm, Church Tower 

Blackmore Vale Lions Peter Oswick 01963 363281 

Blackmore Vale  u3a Susan Kidd 01963 362107 Bridge, Table Tennis, meetings 

Book Club Gail Cullum 01963 362878 3rd Wed monthly, 7:45 pm , Bird 

Brownies & Rainbows Jane Jeanes 01963 370769 Brownies Mon 6pm, St Nich Sch. 

CAMEO Ros Browning 01963 363016 1st Tues monthly, 7:45, Vill Hall 

Early Music Group Frances Eustace 01963 364340 Wednesday 10:30 am Village Hall 

Explorers Pre School Anna Swinburn 01963 363228 Mon-Fri 8:45am-3:13pm (termtime) 

Family History Group Linda Farnsworth 01963 365802 Alternate months, 

History Group Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Line Dancing Ros Browning 01963 363016 Thursdays 7:45-8:45pm, Village Hall 

Loose Ends Gail Cullum 01963 362878 Fridays 10:30am-noon, Village Hall 

Sports Club Committee Steve Penny 01963 362157 

Women’s Institute Sue Latimer 01963 365765 3rd Tues monthly,  7:45 Village Hall 
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