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Editorial

Henstridge needs you!

Covid has taught us that we have a quietly caring community that has looked after
our friends and neighbours during the crisis, and this will undoubtedly continue in
some fashion into the future. While we are not out of the woods yet, the calmer
atmosphere has meant that our vibrant selection of clubs, activity groups and other
organisations, which you can see listed on the back pages and in our Christmas
section, have been able to re-start, which is great news for all concerned.
However, the hiatus and re-start have thrown up a serious problem; we are missing a
few volunteers across a range of organisations! All of these can only exist if there are
enough willing villagers who are able to commit to as little as a couple of hours every
few months to enable them to continue. It is no exaggeration to say that, in some cases,
without new volunteers, some of these clubs will disappear from village life!
Examples include The Blackmore Vale Lions, Henstridge in Bloom, the Village Hall
Management Committee, Community Speed Watch, or delivering Wots On; a short walk
around the village to drop off up to 30 copies is not onerous, but is really needed.
The Youth Club is a vital part of village life, but needs more volunteers; full training is
given, and all you have to commit to is one Friday every few weeks. Every extra
volunteer means that up to 10 more children can use the club. Or, come to Loose Ends on
a Friday morning - make some teas and coffees and meet some other villagers.
There are lots of clubs and organisations in the village, and the examples above are not
meant to preclude any of them; they would
ALL like to see you and have your help. The
only thing I think we can guarantee is that,
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and the village will be a lot poorer for that.
If you would like to help, or find out more,
contact the club or organisation directly
(details in the back) or contact the Wots On
team. We will pass your interest on the
relevant club. Thank you, and remember,
there is no such thing as “They should do
something about this”. “They “ do not exist,
there is only you!
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Christmas in Henstridge

Date and timings

Event & location

Find out more

Every weekend
until Christmas,
10am - 4pm

Grassroots Christmas stalls.
Browse for gifts while you shop for
plants. Christmas wreaths and
trees also available daily.

Call 01963 365874 for
more info.

Now until 31st December, 9.30am 4.30pm

Handmade for Christmas, Workhouse Chapel, Sturminster Newton

https://
www.workhousechapel
.co.uk/about-3-1

Sunday 7th November, 10am 2pm

Christmas Craft Fayre at the Henstridge Village Hall. Stock up on
pressies including beautiful handmade crafts

https://
www.facebook.com/
HenstridgeVillageHall

Saturday 20th November – Thursday
18th December

Christmas wreath workshops with
The English Florist, Stalbridge

Info and tickets - http://
www.theenglishflorist.c
o.uk

Saturday 27th November, 12 - 5pm

Up to Snow Good Christmas Market, Wincanton Sports Ground

£2 tickets available
from Eventbrite

Saturday 27th November, 10am 4pm

Step Into Christmas, Sherborne
Christmas market, town centre

https://www.visitdorset.com

December, date and
time to be announced

Come together in Henstridge and
see the Christmas tree lights
switched on. This year we’re
getting not one, but two Christmas
trees, provided by Grassroots Garden Centre.

Look out for posters
and on nextdoor.

Saturday 4th December, 11am 12pm

Sherborne Library Christmas card
making

https://www.visitdorset.com
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Date and timings

Event & location

Find out more

Saturday 4th
December, 7.30pm

Sherborne Chamber Choir: From
Darkness to Light

Tickets available from
www.sherbornecham
berchoir.org.uk

Sunday 5th December,
12 - 5pm

Kate’s Kitchen Alpine Christmas Tea
Room, Henstridge Village Hall. Come
in from the cold, enjoy free mulled
wine and a menu of festive baked
treats.

Book a table:
kateskitchenbakery.com/pop-up
01963 365 870

Sunday 5th December,
10am - 4pm

Sherborne Festival Shopping Day

https://www.visitdorset.com

Saturday 11th
December, 10am - 4pm

Yeovil EAT food festival, Yeovil town
centre

https://
www.eatfestivals.org/
about-the-festival

Saturday 11th Thurs 23rd December
10am - 5pm

Guggleton Christmas Markethall,
Stalbridge

https://
guggletonfarmarts.com/
upcoming/

Sunday 12th December
from 4pm

Christingle at St Nicholas Church

Beneficeteam
@gmail.com

Thursday 16th
December, from 6pm

Come and sing carols in St Nicholas
Church

No booking required,
just come along and
sing!

Friday 17th December
10.30am - 12pm

Loose Ends Christmas coffee morning. Come along and enjoy a mince
pie with your cuppa and chat.

No need to book,
Suggested £1-£2 donation.

Sunday 19th December
from 5pm

Sherborne Abbey Festival of Lessons
and Carols

https://
www.sherborneabbey.
com/whats-on/
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Date and timings

Event & location

Find out more

Sunday 19th
December from
6.30pm

Carol service at St Nicholas Church

Beneficteam
@gmail.com

Tuesday 21st
December
11 - 11.30am

Christmas Storytime at Sherborne Library

https://www.visitdorset.com

Friday 24th
December from
4pm

Crib Service at St Nicholas Church

Beneficeteam
@gmail.com

Friday 24th
December from
11.15pm

Midnight Communion at St Nicholas
Church

Beneficeteam
@gmail.com

Saturday 25th
December
10.30am

Morning Worship at St Nicholas Church

Beneficeteam
@gmail.com

Friday 7th January
from 7.30pm

Twelfth Night - and a bit! A chance to meet
up as a village for an evening of seasonal
entertainment at St Nicholas Church.

oonaghlangrishe
@gmail.com

If you would like to help us organise the
event, or you would like to perform something seasonal, get in touch with Oonagh
Sunday 30th
January 6:30 pm

Music and Words for a Sunday evening at
St Nicholas church
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Look out for posters
around the village

The Young Ones

Explorers

During the first half of this Autumn
term the children have been able to
make the most of the good weather
and spend a lot of time on outside
activities. They have been on walks
around the local area to pick blackberries, use the climbing equipment in the school field, explored
the learning garden at school and
have been able to visit Quiet Corner Farm to make apple juice with
their parents and carers.

Explorers is open from Monday
to Friday from 8.45am-3.15pm
during term time.
For more information, please
visit our newly updated website:
www.explorers-preschool.org.uk
or call Mrs Anna Swinburn - Supervisor 07792 240804.
Anna Swinburn
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The Young Ones continued

Rainbows and Brownies
Girls and leaders returned after the summer break and have enjoyed lots of activities
over the past few weeks. We are at present a very small number and have no Rainbows.
We have had no new girls join since lockdown started and if this carries on the units will
not be viable. Children have settled back into school and zoom lessons and meetings are
not a normal part of life for them now. Those who came back enjoy the face to face
meetings We offer a girl only space where girls from 5-7 (Rainbows) and 7-10 (Brownies)
can have fun, learn new skills and make new friends. Girls can work for interest badges
at home and in unit meetings we have activities which once completed lead to graduated
awards.
Brownies meet from 6-7.30 and Rainbows 5.45 -6.45 which allows us to have the ratios of
adults to girls we are required to have. All leaders have had first aid training and safeguarding training. Rainbows will restart after the Christmas break but please register an
interest on girlguidinguk join us or give me a ring.
Guides meet from 7.30-9 pm and again the way to express and interest is through join us.
Contact: Jane Jeanes (Brown Owl) Tel: 01963 370769 or 07712 824747
email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com
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The Village School

Welcome back to St Nicholas. Thankfully, we have been able to open up slightly
more and get back to an adapted normality now, despite covid still being active. We
continue to say thank you for not being too much affected within our school – only
a couple of covid cases to date which is completely remarkable indeed. I would like
to say a sincere thank you to all of our amazing school families who continue to
remain vigilant and committed to home testing and keeping communication lines
clearly open with us.

It has been fantastic to see all of our children
settle back in to Autumn Term – especially
our youngest pupils in Dragonfly Class,
many of whom have just turned 4 years old.
A special thank you to our class teacher, Mrs
Connor, and our teaching assistant, Mrs
Chubb, for doing such a super job. Our Early
Years classroom and outside area have been
updated with new furniture, learning resources and new decking for outside learning through play. Thank you to our amazing
school business manager, Mrs Billington, for managing this work and ensuring the absolute best provision is put in place for our children. Work has also been done in our Key
Stage 1 classroom – the new wooden flooring looks fabulous and the children have already told us how much they love it. Our group room for 1-1 and small group work has
also been updated – the new paint and flooring look great and really add to our learning
environment. It’s ready now for the accessories!
This term the children continue to
learn many new facts and skills. Our
Year 5 and 6 pupils had a super day
out to the Somerset Rural Life Museum; it was fabulous to see the whole
class be transformed in to Evacuees
during the WWII. Thank you to all of
our parents for going to such an effort
with costumes and artefacts. It was also
great to have three of our Governors
accompanying the children on this trip.
Well done to Mr Pavey for bringing the
children’s learning to life; it was lovely
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to hear so many positive, passionate comments from them on their return to school.
Ancient Greece has now landed on our Year
3/4 classroom and our Ladybird Pupils have
been transformed in to numerous Greek characters. Well done to Mrs Hopson, our class
teacher, for bringing this ancient way of life
for the children. It has been lovely to see how
enthusiastic everyone has been to support
learning about the past. Last term, our parents did us proud with how the children
turned out for our Ancient Egyptian Day – and once again, for this term. The children
love these themed days and they prove to be a super platform for asking big questions –
did the Ancient Greeks wear glasses?
How were disabled people treated in
these ancient times? Is the current flag
of Greece one that flew BC?
Outside, our talented Mrs Howell and
our Green Finger Team continue to
work their magic in our school garden –
this term, we are cutting back our maze
area to let the light in for the spring
bulbs, we will be digging over the vegetable plot and sowing some green manure and the children will be sorting out
the butterfly garden by adding mulch
and removing some weeds. Mrs Howell will also be leading the work on our wildlife
habitats, cutting back the lavender garden and making winter wreaths and displays.
Lots done – huge congratulations to the children and staff for completing our 100 mile
walk for the British Red Cross in
their work to support the Afghan
refugees; well done to everyone
who enjoyed our school disco last
term – a special thank you to Mrs
Crabb for organising this again
this term and also to other parents
and staff who stayed well in to the
dark hours of the evening.
Still more to do – we are planning
our Christmas activities and more
fundraising events so do keep an
eye out for what’s happening. All
Page 8

being well, and hopefully with Covid
staying away from our school, we
have planned for the Turning of the
Lights outside our school on Wednesday 1st December, Christmas Tree
Festival in Sherborne at Cheap Street
Church, all children and staff enjoying Mother Goose at The Octagon,
Yeovil on Thursday 9th December and
another school disco on Friday 10th
December.
Well done to everyone on our school
team – all staffing groups have
worked relentlessly as one. A very special and sincere thank you to Mrs Jane Jeanes who
continues to support us heavily on a daily basis. Her level of care and attention to detail
are indeed commendable and we very much appreciate her input with our children here
at St Nicholas. Thank you to all and I wish
Derek Etherington Dip(I.T.) BSc (Hons)
our team and all of our readers a very
Broadband, wireless / wired networks. PC, Mac,
peaceful, healthy run up to Christmas.
iPad, Smartphone, Tablet etc. Computer repairs
Wishing you many blessings in the coming
weeks.
Mrs Alison Shearer
Headteacher
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and upgrades. Tuition available. Free local callout.
Websites designed & maintained. CISCO trained
Reasonable rates. Monday – Friday 9am-6pm
Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07855 287150
Email: info@dcenet.co.uk
Web: www.dcenet.co.uk

Church Matters

From the Rector
The two sisters loved their brother. Their parents had died, and the care of Lazarus
fell to these beloved sisters, Mary, and Martha. Jesus often spent time at their home
in Bethany. It was a place of safety, of laughter, of stories and good food and
memories.
Lazarus became gravely ill and so word was sent to Jesus to come quickly and heal
him. This was not an unusual or difficult request to make. After all, Jesus had
healed many people. And he was also very fond of Lazarus and his sisters. But
Jesus chose to delay his visit to their home by two whole days. And the result?
Lazarus died. Mary and Martha were devastated, and cross.

When Jesus does arrive, four days after the death of Lazarus, Martha gave him a piece of
her mind. This was Jesus’ fault. He could have prevented this. Jesus tried to reason with
her to help her understand the bigger picture, but grief has a way of blinding us. Neither
sister could get their head around the resurrection that Jesus was referring to. And so, he
leaves the discussion there and asks to be taken to the grave, where he is overcome by
grief and sorry, as he weeps for his friend.

St Nicholas Church Henstridge
Church Street
Henstridge BA8 0QE

Vicar: The Revd. Kevin Rogers
The Vicarage, Church Street,
Henstridge BA8 0QE
Tel: 01963 363832
Email: revkrogers@gmail.com
Churchwardens:
Jenny Bates
Highclere, Whitechurch Lane
Henstridge BA8 0PA
Tel: 01963 364028
Email: jennybates@waitrose.com
Jane Jeanes
Redlands
Stowell, Sherborne
Dorset DT9 4PD
Tel: 01963 370769
Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

Officers of the PCC:
Vice Chair
Hugo Barton
Viners
Blackmore Lane
Henstridge
BA8 0SN
Tel. 01963 363193
Email: lizandhugo@btinternet.com
Treasurer
Keith Bates
Highclere, Whitechurch Lane
Henstridge BA8 0PA
Tel: 01963 364028
Email: keith.bates@waitrose.com
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Church Matters continued

Then in a confident prayer, he asks his Father to reveal his glory to the family, friends
and neighbours - the bigger picture. He asks his Father to show these people that he is
truly God amongst them, in their midst, in their grief and in their loss. And the proof?
He commands Lazarus to come out of the tomb. Lazarus is raised to life. The
foreshadowing of Jesus being raised from the dead at Easter by his Father, but never to
die again as Lazarus would at the end of his life.
On Remembrance Sunday (14th), we focus on those who gave their lives for something
bigger than themselves, for the greater
good. And as we do so, we are reminded
that no death is ever insignificant to the
God who is amongst us by his Holy Spirit,
until Jesus comes again. As we remember,
our memories of grief, loss, sadness are
reawakened. But hopefully with gratitude
too. And in the sure and certain hope of the
resurrection, when all those who have died
in Christ, will know the resurrection to
eternal life.
And looking forward towards Christmas, we are reminded that our God is with us in
and through all of life. And as he walks alongside us, he waits and longs for our
invitation to become involved in every area of our lives. For he longs to redeem us and
lead us into the new freedom he has for each of us as we receive his forgiveness and love
afresh.
Do join us on Sundays at 10.30am and weekdays at 5.30pm. And in December,
Christingle at 4pm on the 12th, Carols at 6.30pm on the 19th, Midnight Communion at
11.15pm on 24th, and Morning Worship at 10.30am on 25th. For more information, keep
an eye on our website – achurchnearyou.com and search for Henstridge.
Kind regards.
Rev Kevin (Tel: 01963 363832)

Christingle Service
This will be held on Sunday 12th December in St Nicholas church, our parish church at
4pm. It will take a slightly different format this year as we try to keep everyone safe. The
children will make their Christingle when they arrive but will keep them until it is time
for the service. This will mean they will be handled as little as possible. As we have done
in the past we will share a drink and cake together before we have our service and light
the candles. There won’t be any other crafts available as it would be hard to do this and
keep everyone safe. Christingle is one of the ways that we raise money for the Children’s
Society and collection envelopes will be available in December. If you don’t attend St
Nicholas school please ask for an envelope for your child.
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Crib Service
This year we hope to be able to hold our Crib Service at 4 pm on Christmas Eve in
Henstridge church. Everyone is welcome to join us for a very short service and then for a
hot or cold drink and homemade biscuits. You are asked to come dressed as Mary or
Joseph or a shepherd or wise man. We would welcome camels, sheep or donkey
providing they are house trained and if you could summon up a few angels that would
be heavenly. If you are looking for a way to start your Christmas celebrations or are
feeling sad because you are not able to meet your family this year, or don’t feel able to
come to our communion service later in the evening we would love to have your
company.
For an up-to-date view of all that is on offer, visit our website St Nicholas - A Church
Near You.
Kind regards,
Rev Kevin Rogers (01963 363832)
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Parish Council

Henstridge Parish
Council

News from the Council
There are several important issues of
concern to us.

Emma Curtis – Parish Clerk & RFO
Henstridge Parish Council
14 Everlanes Close
Milborne Port
Sherborne
Dorset
DT9 5FT
Mob: 07745 270285
Tel: 01963 250015
Email: clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk
Web: www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

I will start with the housing
development formerly known as
Gladman,
on
which
Outline
Planning permission was granted at
appeal in October 2018 for 130
houses on the southern end of
Henstridge. The development has
now been sold to Barratt and we can
expect an application for the detail,
called Reserved Matters, by early

November.
The Parish Council and all houses in the village received a mail drop from Barratt a few
weeks ago. The PC has not changed its position on the development since the appeal
was granted and has responded to Barratt’s letter as follows:
What are the key concerns you have as a result of the development?
Henstridge Parish Council objected to the planning application and at the subsequent appeal on
the grounds of its excessive scale, the adverse effect on traffic and parking in the village and the
absence of local housing need that would justify development of this scale.
Do you support a traditional design of the houses?
Henstridge Parish Council’s policy on design is contained in the Village Design Statement 2001
which is enclosed for your perusal.
What local issues should we be aware of that the development might positively or
temporarily impact?
Traffic on A357, dangerous conditions for pedestrians and cyclists on High Street (part of A357
Meet the Parish Council:
Ken Courtenay - Chair
David Nichols - Deputy Chair
Peter Crocker
Simon Cullum
Adrian Gaymer
Elspeth Graham
John Graham

Barry Howlett
Carolyn Nichols
Andrew McMillan
Michael Player
Jane Rose

Administration for the council is dealt with by the Clerk and Proper officer, Emma Curtis.
In the first instance, all enquiries should be made to the Clerk.
District Councillors are: Hayward Burt and William Wallace (who is also County Councillor)
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Parish Council contd

through the centre of the village) and the Furge Grove/Church Street back route (rat run). There
is also a lack of facilities and amenities within the village.
How important is the delivery of affordable housing to you?
See the Henstridge Parish Affordable Housing Needs Report dated May 2018 (enclosed). At that
time there was a possible need for up to 7 intermediate dwellings and up to 12 social rented
dwellings for people with village connections. The mix required would be for 1-5 bedroom
dwellings to include some bungalows. Since this time, the new Walnut Grove development has
provided some extra affordable housing. The Parish Council would like to see affordable housing
offered to those with a parish connection.
Do you welcome the local economy investment Barratt David Wilson will bring as part
of this development?
The Parish Council is not aware of any, as the majority of incoming residents are expected to
commute to work and shopping opportunities are mainly elsewhere.
The importance of the off-site highways?
The traffic plan as presented is not satisfactory. We are greatly concerned about the impact of
traffic and roads. There is concern that whilst the development is being built artic lorries and
agricultural vehicles will have access issues to the site.
The Council also asks that Barratt David Wilson Homes consider, at the earliest opportunity, a
public meeting for residents and Council members to attend.
This is their reply:
It is disappointing to read that the Parish Council’s comments remain on the whole of a negative
nature and largely focus on those matters that go to the principle of the development, which has
now been accepted via the approval of the Outline.
We are very much of the mind that we would like to work with the local community on this
detailed design stage to deliver a scheme that is favourable to all. We thank you for your reference
to the Village Design Guide, of which we will consider as part of the application, as well as the
design policies contained within the Development Plan and National Design Guide.
I thought this would be the right opportunity to rehearse the benefits (amongst others) that this
scheme will bring to the local area:
Over half a million (circa £665,000) of financial contributions via both the Section 106 agreement
and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) towards education, travel and infrastructure
amounting;

On site drainage and wider drainage improvements;

Off-site highways improvements;

Footpath connections;
MB Electrical – Part P Registered
Mike Barnes domestic electrical work

Habitat creation; and
& PAT testing

Open space, areas of play and youth
Telephone: 01963 363133 or 07966 108590
facilities.
Page 14

Parish Council contd

The above will bring significant improvements to the area for not only the future residents of the
development but the wider community.
With regards to the comment on public consultation, it remains our Group view that we continue
to have a duty of care to both the public and our employees relating to Covid-19, and therefore it
would be irresponsible to carry out a large gathering of people at this time. To the end, as a
business we have also cancelled our office Christmas parties again this year. All things considered,
and given that the principle of the development has already be accepted, the letter drop and
dedicated website page for detailed design related comments was deemed entirely appropriate.
It is very important that everybody who wishes to comments to SSDC on the Reserved
Matters application when it is made. The Parish Council will respond, but it is important
to remember that we have no power to grant or refuse permission. However, well
argued points should be taken into account by the planners.
The next area of concern that I would like to touch on is the long running problem of
traffic on the A357. We are trying to maintain contact with Somerset County Council
highways department to keep our concerns uppermost in their minds. The Barratt
development of 130 houses will inevitably add to the pressure on the road, as will new
development since 2018 in Templecombe of 146 and about 350 in Stalbridge. These
developments will, inevitably generate a large number of traffic movements through our
village.
The SID Speed Indicator Device will be in place by the time you read this and we will
keep you informed of its findings.
The Community Speed Watch is being reformed. If anyone is interested in joining the
group please contact michael.player@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk .
Speeding traffic through the village is a subject many are concerned about and this is a
way you can do something positive to help. CSW if carried out regularly along with the
SID will help as a deterrent.
The decision has been made to re-organise local government in Somerset by abolishing
the District Councils and to deliver services by one unitary authority, as has recently been
done in Dorset. The detail has not yet been worked out, but one of the key features is
expected to be the creation of Local Community Networks comprising groups of Parish
and Town councils. Exactly what powers these bodies will have are, so far, unknown.
A consequence of this re-organisation may be to bring our Parish Council elections
forward to next year to coincide with the elections to the new, shadow, unitary authority.
We wait and see!
Something for the children to look forward to is the new Play Area.
provisional opening date of 4 December.

We have a

There is plenty more news in Carolyn Nichol’s piece from the Open Spaces Committee.
Finally, as this is the time of year when the Parish Council is working to produce our
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Parish Council contd

budget and precept for the following financial year, please take a few moments to look at
our Action Plan under the Policies, Procedures & Regulations tab on our website and let
us know, via the Clerk, what is important to you. We would particularly invite views on
Community Issues.
Wishing everybody a safe winter and a happy Christmas and New Year.
Ken Courtenay
Chairman, Henstridge Parish Council

Open Spaces Committee
We had our first post Covid Litter Pick at the beginning of October; sadly it was not very
well attended. We will carry out more advertising next time and hope to encourage more
willing helpers. At the same time we had tree saplings to give away. Lots of them went to
good homes, and as part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee tree planting scheme ‘The
Queen’s Green Canopy’ the recipients were asked to enter their tree onto the web site. If
you are planting a tree in your garden over the next year please do the same, go to:
https://queensgreencanopy.org and help boost the number of trees to benefit nature our
climate and the whole planet. There are a few birch and hornbeam saplings left, get in
touch if you would like one or two.
The Leylandii hedge in the recreation ground should have been removed (subject to
ground conditions). We are in the process of getting quotes for the replacement planting
which is going to be a very diverse mix of evergreen and deciduous trees and shrubs to
encourage wildlife and be attractive to people using the Recreation ground and those
living adjacent to the planting. We are naming this border the Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum
Jubilee border in honour of Her Majesty and to be part of her Green Canopy legacy.
The Parish Council often have requests for trees and benches to be placed in the
Cemetery in memory of loved ones; this is not feasible any more because of lack of space.
But if you wish to have a tree in memory of family members past or recently departed,
we thought that the opportunity of sponsoring a tree with a dedication plaque could be
the perfect alternative. In fact anyone who wishes to sponsor a tree for whatever occasion
or reason could be accommodated in this scheme.
We will have a planting plan drawn up and the commemorations added to the
appropriate tree. Copies will be held by the Parish Council and at the Church for
reference to future generations. So many people have spent many a happy hour bringing
their children or walking their dogs or just coming for a stroll in the Recreation Ground
that it does seem the perfect place for a memorial. The scheme will be rolled out in due
course and anyone wishing to register an interest should contact the Clerk.
By the time this goes to print the new play area should be finished. We hope you like the
jolly bins we have purchased to go with new equipment; a picnic table has also been
placed inside the play area. A grand opening is being planned in December with a
Christmas theme; every one, young and old, is welcome to attend. Look out for the
announcements on our website and on social media.
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Parish Council contd

Those of you who pass through the Church Yard will have noticed the work that has
been started. There is much more to do over the winter and beyond, plans are in place
and we will keep plodding on until it is a beautiful tranquil spot and also wildlife
friendly. The Henstridge Heroes have helped by planting for colour through the seasons.
The Talking Bench at the Recreation Ground will have its Arch erected very soon, and the
Flag Pole and fitting for the Christmas Tree have been installed by the War Memorial.
Apple trees for the Community Orchard at the Allotments are due to us shortly. Progress
is being made towards improvements at the Allotments; more news regarding this in the
next issue.
Other News
Those in the Parish who use Camp Road and Marsh Lane will be pleased to hear that the
flooding issue at the junction is soon to be remedied, as highways are going to redirect
the surface water into a different underground pipe. We hope that this time it will be a
permanent solution.
I am pleased to be able to inform you that South Somerset Council are putting into action
a long term plan to manage the verges along our ‘out of town’ roads in a wildlife friendly
way. The front edge will be cut short for visibility but the rest of the verge will be cut in
the Autumn. In places the verges will be
scarified and wild flower seed scattered.
Carolyn Nichols
Chair of the Open Spaces Committee

Could you become a
Friend of the Balsam Centre ?
The Balsam Centre is an independent,
local charity delivering health and wellbeing services, especially mental health
support, in Wincanton and surrounding rural areas – including Henstridge !
The Centre works with people of any
age, background or circumstances at
whatever point in their lives that they
seek help.
Friends of the Balsam Centre commit to
a regular monthly or quarterly donation to support the work of the Centre.
Please contact Sue
Place
sueplace@balsamcentre.org.uk or ring
01963 31842 for an application form.

Thank You !
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News & Events

Henstridge Village Hall
We are getting back on track with fundraising and will be holding our car boot and
table top sales every month and the film shows every two months. To help you get
in the mood for a Spring Clean bring all your unwanted items to us for our Grand
Sale and Jumble Sale on Saturday the 29th January 9am to 12pm. Details after
Christmas of how you can donate items. This event will replace the Car Boot sale
for that month.

We are planning a regular monthly Breakfast Club where you can come and meet
friends and have a chat or just read the paper; the menu will cover from a bacon
sandwich to a full English. We are hoping that we will be able to soon start booking some
of the old favourites like Race Night and Music and Dance events for 2022. Event details
and dates will be put onto our Facebook page and on Next Door, and the notice board
outside the hall.
The Hall is very well booked and we are in the process of getting the diary with contact
details where appropriate on to social media platforms so everyone can see what is happening and how to join in. There are still one or two slots available for regular events and
single events can be catered for.
We have received a grant through the Parish Council from South Somerset District Council towards a dishwasher for the main kitchen. There are a few modifications to the kitchen to be done to accommodate it and we are aiming for it to be in place before Christmas.
At the same time we are going to install a hood over the griddle and oven.
We have moved the defibrillator from the inside of the Hall to outside under the canopy
as there have been instances recently when it was needed but was not available due to the
hall not being open.
Over the summer we have carried out painting to the outside of the hall, and we are having the woodwork of the covered way repaired and the perspex roofing sheets replaced.
We are planning to decorate the foyer over the winter as the gloss work is looking shabby.
Thank you to all who have come to our events over the past year. Thanks to everyone
who has hired the hall and kept going through what has been a very difficult time; your
contribution helps us fund the upkeep of the hall for the benefit of the whole community.
From all the Trustees we wish you all a very happy Christmas and New Year
Carolyn Nichols Village Hall Chair Telephone No: 01963 363123
carolyn.nichols@mail.com
bookingshenstridgevillagehall@gmail.com
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News & Events continued

And a Word from our Police
If you are going away over the Christmas period, consider using timer switches on lights
and a radio to give the appearance that someone is at home. Make sure gates, windows
and doors are locked. Do not leave garden tools in an unsecured shed that could be used
to force doors and windows. You could also consider asking a neighbour to park on your
drive, collect post and put the bins out while you are away.
If you’re staying home for the festive season, keep an eye on any properties in your
neighbourhood that may be empty and report any suspicious activity using the 101 number. Always dial 999 if you believe there might be burglary in progress.
Do not leave valuables and presents on open view in your car. Thieves also enjoy Christmas. Satnavs, bags and phones should also be removed from view and preferably from
the vehicle.
Take care on the roads and drive according to the conditions during the winter months.
Ensure your vehicle is well maintained and that the tyres are in good condition. Make
sure that you can clearly see out of all your windows before driving off and keep your
washer bottle topped up.
We wish you a safe and secure Christmas.
Wincanton Rural East
PC Stefan Edwards, PCSO Tim Russell and PCSO William Mortimer

Britain in Bloom - Henstridge Heroes
We are very pleased to announce that Henstridge was awarded a Silver Commendation
for RHS Village in Bloom 2021.
We are aiming for Gold in 2022. This energetic band of people have been very busy; they
have dug out a long border in the Church car park and have planted it up with plants
gathered from various sources and bulbs have been planted for extra spring colour.
The sunflowers in the cemetery have
been removed and replaced with some
more climbers, and the borders by the
Church have been rejuvenated and
planted up with spring flowers and
lovely pink tulips donated by a Parishioner. The flower bed by the War Memorial has been planted up in time for
Remembrance Sunday.
More planting has been carried out
along St Nicholas Path and areas tidied
up and shrubs pruned. The window
boxes at the Village Hall have been
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News & Events contd

planted up ready for spring. A flower border is being made by the bench outside the Bird
and we are looking at areas for wild flowers to be sown. The group will be involved with
planting bulbs along the new border in Recreation Ground and planting climbers on the
new Arch.





Do you have a little time to spare once or twice a month to join our work parties?
Are you handy with tools? We are thinking bug hotels bird boxes window boxes etc.
Are you able to grow a few plants from seed or take cuttings or divisions from your
garden?
This would help us keep our costs down and also give us plants we could sell to raise
money for projects.
If the answer is yes to any of the above then please join us and help make the whole Parish bloom. The group are going to hold a Cake and Plant sale in early May to raise funds
for doing more work and planting in the Parish, details and date in the next edition.
Is there an area in your part of the Parish that would benefit from a visit from the Heroes? Let us know and we will do our best to make it blooming lovely.
Carolyn Nichols Chair Open Spaces Committee
Tel No: 01963 363 123
carolyn.nichols@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

Church Cleaning
Thank you to the very small number of dusters and polishers who have helped keep our
church clean and bright during the year. If you think you could help with this task please
get in touch. Some people clean on their own, some work as pairs. Some clean the brass
while others are happy to do both during their turn. If you have volunteered in the past
and think you could help us out again please contact me.
Jane Jeanes
01963 370769 / 07712 824747 or lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

Church Flowers
Thank you to everyone who has arranged flowers for us . It is lovely to see different
styles and flowers. The list for next year will be available soon. We shall decorate windows for Christmas on Saturday 18th December if possible to be ready for the carol service on 19th. There are some windows available so please get in touch if you would like to
help. If you have any decorative foliage which you could donate please get in touch. I am
always happy to collect or to help you trim bushes in December if that would help. We
have a small flower fund which can be used to help with purchase of flowers ,if funds are
stopping you from offering or maybe you would like to contribute to the fund which will
allow me to have some of the pedestals repaired and purchase oasis.
Jane Jeanes
01963 370769 / 07712 824747 or lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com
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Baby Sign Classes
Baby sign is a form of communication which uses a baby's natural ability to link simple
hand gestures to words. Signs are linked to words which are specific to the needs and
interests of a baby, first signs include milk, cuddle, nappy, bath, mummy, and daddy.
TinyTalk classes help families learn more than 150
signs which can be used to successfully communicate
with a baby before they can talk.
I run an hour-long class at the Village Hall on a Tuesday at 10:30am to teach Baby Sign to families with
babies aged 0 - 24 months.
The first 30 minutes of each class focuses on using
signs as we sing along to familiar nursery rhymes and
action songs. There is a sensory element to each session as well as the use of musical instruments and lots
of props to keep babies engaged. Every third week we
recap the signs we have been learning and enjoy a
signed story.
After this, 30 minutes is then dedicated to family social time. Babies are encouraged to
explore the range of toys provided whilst the adults can chat to me about the session and
ask any questions they might have as well as enjoy each other’s company and some free
refreshments.
I also run another class in Sherborne on Friday mornings. These are held at Sherborne
Area Youth and Community Centre, Tinneys
Lane on Friday mornings from 10 to 11am.
This is currently full and a new class at 11:20
- 12:20 is starting up to meet demand.
Natalie Dalzell
TinyTalk North Dorset and South East Somerset
nataliedalzell@TinyTalk.co.uk
www.tinytalk.co.uk/nataliedalzell
www.facebook.com/tinytalknorthdorset
Westree Company
Tree surgery, pruning, reductions, felling, stump
removal, emergency tree works, logs for sale.
Hedge trimming, reductions, planting, sheds,
summerhouses, garden rooms,
equestrian buildings, garages
Telephone: 01963 362615
Email: enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk
Web: www.westreecompany.co.uk
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Music and Words for a Sunday Evening
Sunday October 31st saw the second in the series “Words and Music for a Sunday
Evening” held in St Nicholas Church. These events are scheduled for the fifth Sundays
that is to say four times per year in the months that have five Sundays. Liz Holbrook
explained at the start of the evening that this is not a church service just a time for
contemplation with anthems, hymns, madrigals and readings of poems and prose.
The theme for this month was light as this was the first day that the clocks had been put
back and with dark winter evenings to look forward to.
The performers were “Elysium” a group of Henstridge singers and musicians led by Liz
Holbrook with Hugo Barton, Val Bovell, Kate Crowther, Susanna Donald, Frances
Eustace. John Graham, Tim Jones, Oonagh Langrishe, Jacky Manning and on this
occasion a guest appearance of tenor Gotthelf Wiedermann.
Describing herself as The Warm-up Act, Frances Eustace opened proceedings on her
renaissance descant recorder with Bravade by Dutchman Jacob Van Eyck (1590 – 1657).
Frances then read The moment by Margaret Attwood
Liz followed with the piano solo Andante grazioso by Johann Christian Bach (1735 –
1782) before the singers first contribution, the opening chorus from Vivaldi’s Gloria
They followed this with O nata lux by Thomas Tallis (1505 – 1585)
Introducing his reading of the poem Inward Light by Siegfried Sassoon, Gotthelf
explained that Sassoon was a war poet
from WW1 and also a major influence on
the more famous poet from the Great
War, Wilfred Owen.
Elysium followed with Crossing the Bar
by Hubert Parry (1848 – 1918) a piece
based on the poem of the same name by
Alfred Lord Tennyson
Next was more Sassoon with the Poem
And beauty came read by Hugo
Jacky then entertained the audience with
the Sonata in G Minor, K4 by Domenico
Scarlatti (1685 – 1757)
The singers followed with Ave Maris
Stella by Edvard Grieg (1843 – 1907).
The words of Ave Maris Stella date from
at least the ninth century and were
generally sung at Vespers, or Evening
Prayer.
After that, the audience heard Ave Maria
by Jaques Arcadelt (1507 – 1568) a little
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known composer of Flemish origin who made his name when working in the Sistine
Chapel
Tim read the Ode Autumnal Sunset by Henry David Thoreau before the audience were
treated to The Turtle dove by Vaughan Williams( 1872 – 1958) featuring soloist Gotthelf.
Another solo, this time from Susanna with An Eriskay love lilt a traditional Scottish song
written by Marjorie Kennedy-Fraser (1857 – 1930)
Liz read an article found in the Blackmore Vale Magazine a few months previously A
young pianist’s experience with Paderewski before the singers returned with A Clare
Benediction by John Rutter (1945 – )
Kate read Enjoyment by Thomas Traherne before Elysium returned with the rousing
hymn Hail gladdening light by Geoffrey Turton Shaw (1879 – 1943) and, finally , as their
“signature tune” the round Glory to thee my God by Thomas Tallis which nicely
rounded off an enjoyable and varied programme
The evening concluded with a warm round of applause from a very appreciative
audience who stayed for a glass of wine and some of Kate’s excellent cakes.
The next Music and Words for a Sunday Evening will be January 30 th 2022

Specialist work
. Asbestos Removal
. Graffiti Removal
. Bio-Hazard and Decontamination
. Roof Cleaning And Treatments
. Render Cleaning
. Waste Removal legally compliant to HSE Guidelines
. For other cleaning work please
visit our website
For Certain works stage payments can be arranged
Tel: 01963 364588
Web: www.razdaz.co.uk
Email: info@razdaz.co.uk

Blackmore Vale Forge
General blacksmith and welding
Telephone: 01963 364116
Email: blackmorevaleforge@gmail.com
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Photo Competition

Hallowe’en pumpkin
Claire Norris

Local foraging
results! Sloe Gin,
Sloe Vodka and
Damson Gin
Sally Wright

Autumn Leaves
Debbie Gillam
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Stourhead colours - “Flaming Thirsty “
Andy MacMillan

Last of the sunshine at the end of
October

Winter at the Newt
Victoria de Villiers
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Garden Visitor
Melissa Hancock

Congratulations to Claire Norris for
her winning photo of sunrise over the
fields taken from Whitechurch Lane.
(on the cover).
Thank you to all the entrants, it was a
tough choice!

Calling all photographers!
Get your cameras or phones
out, and start clicking.. The next
photo competition is on the
theme of “SOMETHING OUTRAGEOUS!”
Fallen Leaves

There is cake to be won!
Send your entries to
WotsOnEditor@gmail.com

Victoria de Villiers
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Christmas Recipe

Christmas Stollen
First - what is Stollen?
“Stollen is a rich fruit bread/cake from central Germany, especially the city of Dresden... .
The characteristic shape of Stollen--oblong, tapered at each end with a ridge down the centre
--is said to represent the Christ Child in swaddling clothes, whence the name Christollen
sometimes given to it. ---Oxford Companion to Food, Alan Davidson [Oxford
University Press:Oxford] 1999 (p. 755)

Home made Stollen tastes delicious although it takes a few hours to complete as the
rich yeasted bread mixture takes time to rise. It can be a bit tricky as the yeast
dough enriched with a lot of butter and dried fruit doesn’t rise as quickly as a
plain bread dough. But even if the result can sometimes be a little solid or dense it still
tastes lovely. This is worth trying even if you have never made bread or used yeast to
bake with. This is one I made – not perfect, but tastes very good, warms up nicely, and
freezes well. Traditionally stollen is sliced and served as is with breakfast. Also very good
spread with butter at any time.
Ingredients:
500g strong white bread flour.
100g caster sugar
10g ( the small packets of yeast are 7g - so 1
½ pks)
10g salt
150g very soft unsalted butter (Using
unsalted butter means you control the
amount of salt in your recipe)
250 ml milk
The additions to the basic dough can be varied
according to taste:
A total of 425g of dried fruit : –
125g mixed peel
100g currants
200g raisins
OR use 425g of a bag of mixed dried fruit
OR substitute dried cranberries/dates/apricots if you prefer
Plus:
50 g chopped almonds – flaked almonds tend to disappear in the mix
Almond extract – ¼ teaspoon
Ground nutmeg - ½ teasp
Ground cinnamon - 1 teasp
And
225g of bought marzipan
Melted butter and icing sugar to dust finished stollen
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Christmas Recipe continued

Method
For a yeasted dough to rise it needs to be warm. Yeast works best at around 38C basically ‘blood temperature’. Over 50C the yeast will begin to die, under 30C it just
won’t do anything quickly. So this temperature applies to the liquids you are adding, and
where you put the dough to rise.
1
Heat up the 250ml of milk and let it stand and cool until it feels warmer than
your (clean) finger. Pour 4oz in a cup, add the 10g yeast and a spoon of the
sugar. Give it a stir to mix and after a few minutes it will start to produce small
bubbles on the surface. It is now active and ready to use
2
Put the strong bread flour and the rest of the sugar in a large bowl. Add the
milk and yeast mixture, the remainder of the milk – the very soft butter, and the
salt. Stir and use your hands to pull it all together. Tip it onto a floured surface
and knead the dough. As you work the dough it will become smoother, less
sticky and easy to work with.
Kneading dough is as simple as pushing the dough away from you with the
heel of your palm, folding it over itself with your fingers, and pulling it back;
repeat this action for about 10 to 15 minutes – doing this makes a stretchy and
smooth dough.
3
In your large bowl mix the nutmeg, cinnamon, dried fruit, almonds, and almond
extract. Take the dough and put it back in the bowl on top of the fruit and knead
the fruit and spices into the dough. Once they are mostly held by the dough you
can finish by tipping it out onto your surface to knead. You want to see the fruit
spread around the dough fairly evenly.
4
Put the dough back in the large bowl, check where it comes up to on the side
of the bowl so you will know when it has doubled in size - cover with a tea
towel, and put in a warm place to rise for 2 hours. I have an electric oven
without a fan, and turn it on so it just clicks half way to 50C. That seems to work
but I keep checking it is not getting too hot. If you have a cupboard with a hot
water tank that can be very good– I know someone who uses a hot water bottle
and a blanket wrapped around the bowl. Anywhere that keeps it warm but not
too hot. If it is too cool it will just take much longer to rise.
5
When it is risen to double its size tip the
dough onto a floured surface, flatten it out
with your hands or a
a)
rolling pin, and either
make:
b)
a) an oval roughly 30cm
x 25cm Take the
marzipan and roll into a
sausage shape approx.
20cm long to fit the
dough; paint the dough
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Christmas Recipe continued

with melted butter and roll up the marzipan in the dough to enclose it.
Or b) a rectangle 40cm x 30cm, paint with melted butter, roll the marzipan into
a flat sheet roughly 25cm x 15cm. Put the marzipan on the dough and roll it up
to enclose it.
6
Place on a baking tray and leave to rise in a warm place for an hour, until
roughly doubled in size.
Preheat the oven to 190C (170C fan oven) and bake for 1 hour. Fruit on the surface can
get a bit burnt, if this starts to happen place a piece of foil over it while it finishes cooking.
When it comes out of the oven brush with melted butter and generously dust with icing
sugar. Leave until cold. (Cutting it hot doesn’t work as the marzipan is sticky and the
crumb too soft). Happy Christmas
Bird in Hand
Your friendly local pub
Skittle Alley available for functions
Real Ale, local cider and guest beers available
Lunch time bar snacks
Sky Sports
Telephone: 01963 362255
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Activities

Keep in Touch!
Keep in touch with all the local activities - look for Henstridge Village
Hall on Facebook, or check out the
“events” in Nextdoor Henstridge or
check the signboards outside the
Village Hall or the Bird in Hand.

Most of the activity groups are now meeting in person, check with the leaders if
you are not sure.
The contact for each group is on the last
page of the magazine. Hope to see you at:Art Club
Yoga
Loose Ends
Jazzercise

Book Club
Line Dancing
WI meetings
U3A in the Village Hall Blackmore Vale u3a Bridge 2nd and 4th
Monday afternoons
Blackmore Vale u3a Table Tennis every
Monday and Friday afternoon.
Or just for a walk around the Recreation
Ground on a nice day!

Helplines
Samaritans 116123 24 hrs or email jo@samaritans.org
Young Minds parents Helpline 08088025544 (Mon-Fri 9.30-4pm free)
www.youngminds.org.uk
National Domestic Abuse Helpline 0808 2000 247 24hrs free
www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk
Childline 0800 1111 9 am -3.30am free
www.childline.org.uk
The Silver Line (for older people) 0800 4 70 80 90 24 hrs free
www.thesilverline.org.uk
Mind Infoline 0300 123 3393 (Mon-Fri 9am-6pm)
www.mind.org.uk has a Get Help Now button
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Special Feature: The Lighter Side of Christmas

We hope you enjoy these cartoons created by a local resident, Bill Tolley. Bill is
now retired (being only 95!). After seeing active service during World War 2, Bill
returned home to begin his long career. He has made models, produced art for
gardening magazines, produced artwork for children’s magazines, and for many
years created pottery. ceramic and porcelain models, including one of the Fox
and Hound that Princess Diana gave to Prince Charles! His porcelain models
(often painted carefully by his wife Peggy) sold in Burlington Arcade for many
years.
We are lucky to have his talent in our village, and in our magazine.
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The Lighter Side of Christmas
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The Lighter Side of Christmas

Kate Crowther, Special Features Author
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Local Business: Yenstone Walling

Yenstone Walling and Landscaping
This is a story
about two people,
Patrick
Houchen
and Janine Hickman, who
have
built a successful,
well-respected
company
out of
doing the things
that they really
enjoy doing. They
did this while at
the
same
time
building their own
young family.
Patrick grew up in Middlesbrough, left school at 16 and joined the Coldstream
Guards which, in addition to many interesting and varied experiences, gave him
the chance to travel both in the UK and overseas.

After The Guards he was looking for somewhere to live. Having visited the area
as a child he decided that Somerset could be the place and in 1991 he found the right
property in the right location – Parham’s Farm in Yenston.
The farmhouse needed restoring; a major project that took nearly four years. Hiring a
general builder, Patrick worked as his labourer during the restoration. Observing and
learning on the job was the nearest Patrick came to an apprenticeship in the trade which
was to become his livelihood.
Initially his work was on
general building projects but
stone work and landscaping
became the preferred option
and the basis on which the
company yet to be established was set up. Having
learnt stone work “on the
job” , Patrick is now professionally certified by the industry body the DSWA Dry Stone Walling Association.
Patrick met Janine in 2007.
Before this, Janine worked
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Local Business continued

in a timber yard as the administrator as well as working with horses in various
disciplines such as at Oldencraig in Surrey and in a racing yard in Teffont.
Janine’s arrival and contribution to the business enabled
them to push the business
into a more professional
realm and the company
“Yenstone Walling & Landscaping Ltd” was registered
in 2007. However, don’t presume that Janine wanted to
spend her life in the office.
Janine is also a ”waller” and worked on projects with Patrick until the first “baby bump”
got too big. She still works occasionally alongside the team on jobs if an extra pair of
hands is needed or she feels the need for some fresh air!
Patrick & Janine are the company but they also employ three others as sub-contractors.
This number has occasionally risen to five during times of heavy workload. They now
have a really good team with the three current contractors being a good mix from 60
years down to 18. Expanding the workforce was, initially daunting as there were the inevitable concerns about how making that commitment would work out if the volume of
work declined. They are quite relaxed about this now as they have learnt that this is one
of the many things you have to deal with when growing a company. To their credit,
while growing the business they have retained
the Family Firm feeling
and they are very happy
with the team that they
have put together
What else have they had
to deal with while growing the company? In addition to talking to customers, setting prices, recruiting staff and completing
projects, they had to learn
a lot about business processes - tax, employment
law, VAT, contract rePage 35

Local Business continued

quirements in the building trade such as The Construction Industry Scheme which requires them to pay tax for their contractors. They had to learn how to get the pricing
right. Sounds simple but it isn’t. Some mistakes were made when little or no money was
made on projects but this is part of the process of developing your own business. Becoming VAT registered was a concern as this adds to the monthly burden of office procedures
but set against this, a vat registered company looks like a serious company on site compared to those who are not registered. So they are pleased to have made this move.
Unlike some businesses, they are not burdened with large capital investment; a mixer,
stone cutter and trailer are essential but primarily dry stone jobs need a hammer and
chisel. Patrick sensibly bought an additional piece of land a few years ago for materials
storage – stone takes up a lot of space.
So what are the day to day company activities? The website shows that there is a wide
range of services on offer under the umbrella name of “Landscaping” including walling,
paving, driveways, metal fabrication, stone cladding, fencing and conservation. The website has more information and lots of impressive photos. www.yenstonewalling.co.uk
In summary, they are Landscapers but specialising in dry stone walling - that’s the niche.
30% of the business is dry stone walling. There are other companies in this business but
very few who take on the bigger projects. Typically, they hope for two large projects each
year alongside any number of smaller projects. A very visible example of a larger project
is the long wall that you will see as you drive past The Newt in Somerset on the A351.
Growing the business took place at the same time as growing the family. They now have
four young children Ruby May is 12, Grace is 10, Rose Anna is 9 and Patrick is 8.
Janine now has the challenge of running the business and managing the family. Although she likes to be out in the field,
four children and the need to have
constant customer contact in the
office has inevitably limited field
work.
Managing the needs of the family
and the needs of the business is
something that Patrick and Janine
have learnt to deal with. There will
be other challenges in the coming
years but they seem well set to handle whatever comes along.
John Graham
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Clubs & Societies

The Henstridge Flyers WI
As I am writing this, I am looking forward to our first indoor meeting for 18
months. Castle Gardens are coming to talk to us about vegetable growing and then
we intend to finish off with cheese and wine and a good chat!
We have enjoyed a lovely afternoon playing croquet followed by a cream tea in the
sunshine. We were happy to welcome guests from other WI’s in the area, and one
of the ladies from Milborne Port carried off the trophy!
Some of us went to Shaftesbury to do the Town Trail, which was quite challenging!
We had to find points of historical interest around the town, and learnt about
Alfred the Great who founded the abbey, the cloth industry and King Canute.

Our garden party was on a cold, wet day, but we still managed to have a jolly time with
help from gazebos and Pimms!
We have plans for the rest of the year, including a self defence demonstration and a talk
about the Magistracy, leading up to a slap up Christmas meal in a local hotel.
Come and join us. You will be made very welcome.
Sue Latimer, secretary 01963 365765
susanlatimer155@gmail

Henstridge Line Dancers
At the moment we are still meeting Wednesdays and Thursdays as below
A few new dancers have joined, but at the moment I cannot take on anyone else.
Quite a few of our members did coffee mornings for McMillian and we were able to
support each group, so over £400 was donated. I thank all the dancers for their support.
Just to wish everyone A Merry Christmas and Happy 2022.
Wednesday 2.00 till 3.00
Thursday 7.45 till 8.45.
Ros Browning— 01963 363016

CAMEO - Come and Meet Each Other!
The meeting on October the 12th was very well supported. Bill Tolley gave a very
interesting talk on his life in the 30s and Hitlers down fall. As usual with Bill's talks we
were spell bound. A donation was sent to The British Legion in his name.
November's meeting is going to be a Quiz afternoon.
We will make plans for our trip to Kingston Lacey on December 14th.
So just to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Price £2.50
Ros Browning—01963 363016

Books
If anyone has any books especially children's Pearl and I are now collecting again.
Many Thanks
Ros Browning 01963 363016
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Clubs & Societies continued

Bell Ringing
The St Nicholas church tower is a hive of activity these days. We have a number of new
trainee ringers who are all making real progress. Laughter is much in evidence as we all,
both new or longer time ringers, make mistakes as we learn or relearn how to ring the
bells out across the Blackmore Vale after such a long gap due to the pandemic.
Christine Crowther

News From the Lions’ Den
Welcome to the latest news bulletin from the BLACKMORE VALE
LIONS CLUB.
Again many of our usual activities have been interrupted by Covid
restrictions however we were able to man the Cheese Festival gates as
we have done for many years and held our tombola in our own gazebo.
Sadly, our Xmas float will not be running this year as it is in such poor condition and
needs replacing. Instead we are arranging to have a presence outside major supermarkets
with Father Xmas. Perhaps some young adults would like to help us? If so, please contact
me.
We have been able to make some small donations and are continuing our support for the
3 local charity food banks covering our area. Each has been given £250 to help at this
difficult time.
We always welcome hearing of genuine needs in the area and if appropriate we will
make a donation.
I have said many times that the club needs new younger members as most of us are now
in our 70’s and 80’s. The club has done so
much good work in the Blackmore Vale since
1979 and it would be such a sad thing for us
to fold but now this could well be the case.
So please give a thought to joining us.
A big thank you! – to all of you that have
supported and helped us and a very Happy
Christmas to you and your families.
As ever our motto is “we serve”.
Lion Peter Oswick 01963 363281
peter.oswick@btinternet.com
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Clubs & Societies continued

U3A
The u3a had a very successful Open Day in
September and by the time of going to press
will have enjoyed a November raucous
session with Dr Frances Eustace on medieval
carols.
All groups are now up and running. So why
not Carpe Diem on January 11th 2022 with
our speaker, the lyricist Miranda Pender.
After overcoming a life-threatening illness in
her early fifties she totally changed her
direction into music.
At the age of 52 Miranda learnt the guitar and
started writing and singing her own songs so
she has more than compensated for the late
start! Come and listen to her raunchy,
romantic, poignant, humorous songs, the
subjects of which range from shipwrecks to
stalkers; from the perils of punting to that
awkward situation where you discover your
lover’s name sewn into the back of his
underpants!
Future planning, book next March to hear Nick Ricketts demystify Climate Change for
us.

The Art Group
Newcomers welcome, please contact Liz Holbrook for details.
Liz Holbrook

Loose Ends
Loose Ends is back, meeting in person (at least for now). It has been wonderful to meet
again, in the village hall or on the patio if the weather permits, to enjoy each other’s
company, eat cake and drink tea and coffee! We meet every Friday morning in
Henstridge Village Hall from 10:30 until 12.
While it’s always nice to see friends, we would love to welcome a new face or two! Do
come along and join us one Friday morning. We look forward to seeing you there.
Gail and Simon Cullum – 01963 362878
gailpcullum@gmail.com
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Henstridge Book Club
The Book club carries on, with some new members too! We meet the third Wednesday
(or sometimes 4th Wednesday!) of each month at 7:45 pm in the Bird in Hand.
As usual at this time, I share the list of books we have read this year – we have only been
meeting since May, so the list is shorter than usual June
Agatha Raisin and the Quiche of Death by M. C. Beaton
July
The Defence by Steve Cavanagh
August
A Question of Inheritance by Elizabeth Edmonson
September
She Lies in Wait by Gytha Lodge
October
I’m Travelling Alone by Samuel Bjork
November
A Judgement in Stone by Ruth Rendell
Come and join the book club if you like to read crime fiction, and while away an evening
in the pub! We try to read new authors, new times, new countries… but still in the crime
fiction / espionage genre. There are usually 6-8 of us that make it to the meeting each
month. You are very welcome to join us – even if you can’t make every meeting. So just
come along one evening, or if you would like more information, please contact:
Gail Cullum - 01963 362878
gailpcullum@gmail.com

News from the Hive
What a season of contrasts! There was a time when bees knew what to expect from the
British weather. Spring summer, autumn and a chance to catch up on sleep in the winter
months. Now every day seems to be different and 2021 will go down in beekeeping
annals as the year of cold April nights, a very wet May in which all the yellow rapeseed
was not available to bees. Hot days in June when there were not enough workers to go
out because we couldn’t feed the Queen bee so that she could lay and a hot September
which meant we were working very hard because the blackberries flowered late. We did
manage to produce some honey so don’t despair there will still be some for your
crumpets, toast or yogurt. We expect Ken was happy not to have had to extract honey
twice this year but we did manage to make some wax sculptures in the hives which made
life hard for him. We were cooped up for many days in May and when around 80,000
Vale Auto Services
Low Cost Motoring Centre
Premium service at sensible prices
MOT £40 while you wait: Monday-Saturday
Servicing, Repairs, Diagnostics, Tyres,
Laser Wheel Alignment
Free Collection / Delivery / Courtesy Car
Telephone: 01963 362843
Web: www.valeautoservices.co.uk

Brian Kinder & Son
Motor engineers
Servicing & repairs to all makes
Unit 7A Marsh Lane Industrial Estate,
Henstridge BA80TG
Telephone: 01963 363151 or 07714 293852
Email: gkinder2808@gmail.com
Web: www.briankinderandson.co.uk
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bees get locked in with their sisters they will get up to mischief. We keep telling him he
doesn’t read the books we do, but after keeping bees for over 60 years nothing surprises
him. He has made sure that we have enough stores for the winter, dry accommodation
which is weighed down and the guards are on our front doors to stop the mice nipping
in. He has been busy making bits of equipment out of the pieces of wood you all throw
out. Sadly we have only had one visit out this year but that was to Dragonfly class at St
Nicholas School. They were very excited to see us and asked lots of interesting questions.
Perhaps next year we will get invited out more as we do like to see our public.
We heard that Ken and Jane did quite well at the local honey show last week and that
they will be at the Christmas fair in Sherborne on 5 th December. There will be honey for
sale as well as candles, hand cream and fudge and maybe some other products as well.
Must buzz off now as the sun is shining and there are some ivy flowers that need
pollinating.
Ken Jeanes - 01963 370769 lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

Henstridge Sports Club
Unfortunately there is still nothing to report as there is no football or Cricket in the village
at present. We await sports teams to return to the village and we can then look to support
them if necessary either with equipment or financially.
Steve Penny
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Henstridge History

A Pioneering Parson, Puritan Preacher or Patriotic Profiteer?
“ Considering …without grief of mind and sorrow of heart,
viewing, the great misery and encumbrance of this our goodly
country …of the excessive multitude of people which therein at
this present do swarm and superabound… that a speedy, and
infallible remedy thereof” may be found. Richard Eburne 1624
England 1624.

The country after nineteen years of
rule under the Stuart King James 1st,
England
is
considered
to
be
economically backward, its military
weak, and living conditions for
ordinary people dire. It is a time when
a growing population becomes a major
influencing factor of the economy, 4.1
million people in 1601 rising rapidly over
the next fifty years to 5.28 million. It is nineteen years after Guido Fox and his gang of
pyrotechnic rebels failed to blow up the Houses of Parliament and another eighteen
before the civil war erupts to divide and devastate the country, leading to the shocking
beheading of James’s son, the ‘divine king’, Charles 1 st. Forty years earlier in
Warwickshire, a child named Richard Eburne was born, he could not know then what an
influential person he would become, or the role he had to play at Henstridge.
The time of serfs and feudal lords is passing however the economy is not yet
industrialised. Richard Eburne is growing up in a hierarchical society where an
individual’s place is defined by birth right. James 1 st is head of the country and the
church in an aristocratic society where power and decision making is in the hands of the
landed elite. From monarch down to mere ‘esquires’ and ‘gentlemen,’ whose authority is
predominantly through parliament and magistrates.
Land ownership is a marker of status and individuals
ranked into groups:
‘nobility,’
‘gentry’ - baronets, knights, esquires and
gentleman,’
‘the middling sort’ - yeoman with 100 acres or
more, husbandman with 50-60 acres and
gradually added to its ranks are merchants
and trades people with no land,
17th Century society Courtesy of https://
and
www.londonlives.org/
the ‘common people’- cottagers, servants,
agricultural labourers, grouped with the labouring poor and ‘paupers.’ [J.F.C.
Harrison The Common People 1984]
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It is, however, a time of transformation
amongst the traditional order of society in
England, the economy is beginning
to
diversify and grow, aiding social mobility.
‘Wealth’ is now becoming as important as
land as a marker of status, as ‘colonisation’
presents opportunities for new business
overseas and individual fortunes. The
th
discovery of ‘new lands’ and expansion of The Port of Bristol 17 Century courtesy of https://
www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-bristol-26046267
overseas commerce and trade is a direct result
of ‘colonisation;’ ‘settling and taking over lands of indigenous people.’ In 1606 the first
‘colonists’ ‘Captain John Smith and 140 passengers had ‘sailed from Blackwell on the
Thames to Virginia in America.’ The new mono culture plantations of one crop of
tobacco, sugar and cotton were highly profitable and exported overseas to feed the
massive European market. Upper echelons of society demands for sugar and tobacco
were fed by a workforce of enslaved persons bound to commercial enterprises. The
Virginia Company sent ‘indentured’ labour, orphans, vagrants and convicts to work in
their new tobacco plantations, managed by stewards or younger sons of the wealthy
families. And quite a different type, the religious ‘colonists’ who sailed to settle in the
‘New England’ colonies on the east coast of America, such as Massachusetts. From 1606
to 1635 the numbers of ‘colonists’ grew from 1,500 to 5,000. [Peter Wilson Coldham The
Complete Book of emigrants 1607-1660]
Approximately 90% of the fast-growing population are below the status of ‘gentry,’
existing in a pre-industrial society characterised by poverty, famine, misery and want.
Something Richard Eburne witnesses first-hand, meeting a ‘poor man’ with a ‘thread
bare coat and thin cheeks,’ hollowed out by hunger. A predominantly rural economy
provides land-based work for agricultural labourers and is the main occupation for the
majority of people. Village life is both harsh and brutal characterised by high death rates,
poor life expectancy especially for babies and the under 5s,
poor housing and
overcrowding, low wages, disease and crop
failures. There are few opportunities for
improvement for the labouring poor. [B.A.
Holderness Pre-industrial England Economy and
Society.] Whilst a ‘cottager’ may have a small
amount of land for a cow, pig or hens and
vegetable growing, the household economy
continues to be supplemented by women and
children who might do spinning, gloving and
seasonal work. Despite this dual economy
there is a growing reliance on poor relief
introduced under the Elizabethan Poor Laws.
There is just not enough work to employ all of
Courtesy of wikipedia
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the people. A reality for more than half of the population of the largest group of ‘common
people,’ who are impoverished and without sufficient means to sustain an existence.
Many are led to believe it is their God’ given lot in life.
Church is a fundamental part of village life,
organised in a hierarchical way where the
village preacher often had no better living
conditions than the villagers themselves.
The pulpit is a place of sermons, news and
direct communication with instructions
about morality and economics, using
references from the new ‘King James’ bible.
The church plays a key role in mental and
moral control of villagers. To miss a service
was to tempt providence, even this did not
stop people spitting, farting or going to sleep
whilst in church. Religion is used as a powerful phenomenon for the individual to
control and explain away everything, including the forces of nature, the seasons, fire,
death and comets, all having some sort of supernatural powers based in religious beliefs.
Christianity potentially based on everything having a purpose and a meaning, therefore
it must be ‘God’ keeping an eye on things, dishing out punishments and rewards as ‘He’
saw fit. If a persons’ hens died and their neighbours were still alive, after much
conscience searching, he would assume he must have done something ‘wicked,’ and this
was his just reward or ‘God’s’ punishment. The coming years would see demands for
reforms in the church, the rise of non-conformity and the influence of the Puritans. [Keith
Thomas, Religion and the Decline of Magic.]
Richard Eburne arrives in Henstridge in 1608 to assume his position at Henstridge
church. To become an ordained church minster, a profession only open to the wealthy,
required a university education and a ‘living’ from an appointed parish. Unsurprisingly,
Henstridge is a huge culture shock to him. He must have found the state of the village,
the church and his proposed tenure or ‘living’ both demoralising and disappointing.
William Carent (1588-1648) is one of the most powerful and influential personalities in the
village (later becoming a Member of Parliament.) His Toomer estate and surrounds of
large woods plentiful supply for building and making ships, if required. Other notables
are the wealthy textile merchants, the Binghams and the Hasketts. A year later and
Richard Eburne has found the time to write and publish his first sermon, The
Maintenance of the Ministry 1609, dedicated to Bishop of Bath and Wells, printed by
Thomas Creed for Ebenezer Edgar and sold in the shop at the Sign of the Windmill, St
Paul’s Church. It is not known what people in Henstridge thought about this. He writes
that he has ‘been away somewhere and returned to finish my course,’(mission.) His outspoken,
direct and blistering invective berates the church decrying its need to reform, for
inspiring sermons and an efficient system of payment commensurate with the position.
He gives a powerful insight into the corruption of the church and pitiful payments of a
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living for a village vicar. He rebukes
those who take from the church rather
than give, leaving ‘no living’ for the
minister, calling those who withhold
payments ‘robbers.’ His discontent
appears to mirror that of other people
who see high church views as different
from their own views. Rebellion and
conflict occur as groups break away
from the ‘old ways’ of high church.
Puritanism,
a
zealous
form
of Puritans image courtesy of https://www.historytoday.com/
Protestantism is motivated by piety, archive/feature/pilgrims/E2/80/99-progress
virtue and goodness in life, and gains much support. As do calls for ‘Godly’ reforms
placing more emphasis on bible teaching and readings and less formal or ‘priestly’
churches and church services. Reforms designed to remove the glitz out of church
services, banning ‘popish’ things such as ornaments and organ music in church services.
People are expected to be morally upright as the ‘Godly’ reforms are intent on crushing
corrupt and frivolous moral, cultural and social activities. It was highly censorious of
peoples’ failings and possibly accounting for the reason Puritanism never becomes the
religion of the masses. Many Puritans would escape from England for a new life in the
new world. [Christopher Hill Society and Puritanism Journal of Modern History 1994.]
Puritanism has an electrifying impact on a town, just eighteen miles away from
Henstridge.
The great fire of Dorchester in Dorset in 1613 was the catalyst for major ‘godly reforms’ in
the town, making it one of the staunchest Puritan towns in the country. Fire made a
division between those who were saved and the ‘sinners’ who perished. Its occurrence
not only had a physical and financial impact but also an emotional and spiritual influence
responsible for a substantial portion of towns people converting to puritanism. The fire
was a message from Heaven that the town needed to transform from a haven of ‘idleness
and immortality,’ shut down all ale houses and rid itself of all ‘sabbath breakers,’ fornicators,
prostitutes, drunkards and gamblers. There is a convincing argument to support the
chalk giant at Cerne Abbas being
carved out during this time, as a
rude and shocking gesture, a
typical ‘two fingers in the air,’
response to the censorious
puritans of Dorchester. [David
Underdown Fire from Heaven]
In the same year as Dorchester’s
‘fire from Heaven’ Richard
Eburne writes and publishes two
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more sermons, The Twofold Tribute 1613 and a sermon preached at Henstridge 1613, (a
copy said to held in York Minster Library) followed three years later by The Royal Law,
London, printed by William Stansby for Thomas Adams a master ship of the shop at
Cross Keys, Exeter in 1616. The same year as a new church bell is installed by Richard
Purdue from Closworth near Sherborne, a prolific and respected bell maker, whose
family made bells across the west country and beyond. [Doves Guide] It is the oldest bell
in the tower. [Victoria County History] Clearly during this time, the state of the labouring
poor in Henstridge and elsewhere, existing in impoverished conditions, shoved into
ramshackle shacks along the side of the road, became an overriding concern of Richard
Eburne. How to encourage them to better their lot was constantly on his mind,
continually pricking his conscience. Perhaps emigration overseas to a new settlement
growing crops gives inspiration to a problem he felt so strongly about, that it galvanises
him into producing a treatise on how it could be achieved. As will be discovered and it is
Important to make the distinction, the first plantations started by the Spanish in the West
Indies, gained by force and using enslaved persons, and the tobaccos, cotton and sugar
plantations using ‘enslaved labour, ’ were absolutely not the sort of ‘plantation’ venture
Richard Eburne supported or had in mind.
In 1618 he had been preaching in Henstridge for 10 years
when the Elizabethan Walter Raleigh was beheaded at
the Tower of London by order of James 1st. Raleigh had
made his name by sailing overseas to establish trading
‘colonies’ on the east coast of north America. A failed
venture, although he apparently did bring the potato to
Ireland “planting them at his Irish estate at Myrtle
Grove, Youghal, near Cork,” and tobacco. ‘Funking’ or
smoking was the height of fashion amongst the wealthy,
smoked through a long clay pipe. A well-known legend
of the Virginia Ash says Walter Raleigh was relaxing,
smoking his pipe in a high back chair when he received a
rude awakening as a passing server threw bucket of water over him, thinking the chair
was on fire. Raleigh’s one-time home Sherborne Castle was only seven miles away,
perhaps they met, maybe he influenced Richard Eburne in his thinking?
Two years after Raleigh’s death in 1620 The Mayflower set sail from Plymouth in
England to Cape Cod in America. The band of puritans eager to set up a free and
democratic colony of small-scale trading at ‘Plymouth’ which became the capital of New
England. For sure at this time, settlement of small groups presented missionary
opportunities to spread the Christian message overseas. Richard Eburne may have heard
about and been influenced by this venture, or perhaps known to William Hannum from
the neighbouring parish of Purse Caundle; one of the first settlers of ‘Dorchester’ in
Massachusetts.
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By 1624, four years after the success of the
first Puritan settlement in ‘New England,’
Richard Eburne publishes his final ‘treatise’
Plain Pathway to Plantation. His ideas for a
policy are firmly rooted in a puritan style
settlement and plantation. In a forward
thinking, strategically well-reasoned book of
three parts, he sets about encouraging people
Newfoundland
to accept the opportunity of a better life in the
new world of Newfoundland. The rationale of his strategy and policy advocating
government funded, assisted passages for the labouring poor. It is dedicated to the
Bishop of Bristol Robert Wright, patron of St Nicholas Church from 1614-1633 and Arthur
Lake, the Bishop of Bath and Wells.
Part one is a conversation between Respire a farmer and Enrubie, a merchant about the
benefits of going to Newfoundland and the plantations as espoused by Enrubie. The
purpose to ‘plant’ and ’preach’ and to profit for the benefit of all. He plays up to the fears
of over population and not enough food: “Nowadays God for our sins sends but a few –
our land is not able to yield corn and fruit enough for the feeding of so many as now do
lie and live upon it.” [Page 33] He is convinced emigration to Newfoundland is the only
way of relieving the pressures on the land and a good place for the benefit of the
‘meaner’ (poor) sort to improve their lot in life. Chosen as it was barren and unoccupied,
he strongly disagreed with taking lands by force. It was a stop between England and
America and chosen for the ease of sailing and the route, as well as opportunities of a
return cargo of fish which makes a profitable venture. Eburne had not travelled to the
area before, rather he was inspired by the ventures of others who had. This convinced
him of the ‘temperate climate’ and ‘fruitful soil,’ and of the ‘moderate people’ who lived
further inland. He ponders over the edibility of penguins - the non-chocolate variety! His
case for emigration is reasonably argued, not with the passion, energy and power of his
first sermon of 1609, rather it is a
laying down of the principles of his
case, a government funded enterprise.
He views Newfoundland as a place
for merchants, labourers and the
‘idler.’ To which Respire, the farmer
responds, ‘idleness is a naughty vice,’
but many are ‘idle’ for want of work
not because they are lazy.
Part Two dedicated to Sir George
Calvert (1st Baron Baltimore) of the
Privy Council appeals for his
protection in his writings and
promotion of Newfoundland where

Courtesy of https://www.heritage.nf.ca/articles/society/
settlement.php
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Calvert has a plantation and would become the first Governor. Same format, a
conversation between Respire and Enrubie, this time appealing to Parliament to make an
act for establishing plantations for public and general benefit rather than as private
ventures. [Page 74] Key thing is a scheme to ‘procure’ people who are willing to
emigrate and to raise money to assist with passage and for start-up costs. ‘Enrubie’ goes
onto to lay out ways to raise the funding by voluntary contributions, personal
investments, sheriffs and bishops to help by raising money, divert a portion of hospital
money raised at quarter sessions for maimed soldiers and the poor of England. From the
poor rates, endowments from wills, church collections, raising a rate to help funding, and
a lottery. ‘Respire’ suggest a lottery as unfavourable for he knew men who paid £30 to
Virginia lottery and lost the lot! Introduction of English currency used to trade. Enrubie is
clearly unimpressed by the harsh punishments doled out for petty crimes such as
pilfering, and sheep stealing which were hanging offences. With a vision ahead of his
time, he suggests transportation of criminals to the new world as an alternative to death
penalty.[Page 91]
Part Three is a little more revealing about the man, Richard Eburne, and although
potentially disguised as ‘Enrubie’ ( Eburne spelt backwards?), it is the views of ‘Respire’
the farmer, which may have been better matched to his own. He reproves the process
involved for qualifying as an ordained minister, as precluding those who are eminently
suitable, but have neither the wealth nor circumstance to allow them to do so. Speaks
more about the liberation of his fellow man and woman, with genuine compassion and
less missionary zeal, as conviction that plantations could present a real alternative and
opportunity for all. Respire thinks he is too old to go, and his situation not so bad as to
force him. Eburne speaking of his own circumstances, expresses a desire to emigrate,
mentioning he has dependents but ’not the means’ and his ‘estate’ has yet to be settled.
[Page153.]
Six years after his publication on 20th March 1630 encouraged by Reverend John White
many puritans, William Hannum amongst them set sail from Dorchester on the Mary and
John out of Weymouth to land in America, founding ‘Dorchester’ in Massachusetts Bay.
[Frank Thistlethwaite Dorset Pilgrims 1989] An event the great diarist of Dorchester,
William Whiteway, for reasons unknown, fails to record, but a few entries later he dwells
upon the fate of the Puritan Dr Leighton who had escaped from prison where he was
being punished for writing a book against The Bishops. When he was recaptured he was
taken to London, ‘put in pillory…had his nose slit, his eares cut off and branded in both
cheeks with S.’ [William Whiteway of Dorchester - His Diary 1618 to 1635 page 113.]
Without a doubt non-conformists faced persecution, imprisonment and even torture for
their views, perhaps an added incentive to sail overseas for a new life.
RICHARD EBURNE - A Pioneering Parson, Puritan Preacher or Patriotic Profiteer?
Richard Eburne was undoubtedly an inspiring, pioneering parson. Most unlikely cast as a
patriotic profiteer, although he demonstrates imperialist views promoting the idea of
James 1st reigning over any new ‘found’ lands. He may have been a Puritan preacher or
at the very least had puritan leanings, as expressed in his first sermon The Maintenance
Page 48

of the Ministry in 1609. Clearly Plain Pathway to Plantations
where his ideas for emigration to Newfoundland, are based
on the earlier puritan religious style settlements on
unoccupied land. He gives the impression of being a
‘worldly,’ wealthy, well-travelled person, at least in the area,
Mendip Hills, Wiltshire Downs and Salisbury Plains, and
perhaps London and Exeter for the printing of his pamphlets
and books. Could a country parson have the finances to
write and publish books on such a small ‘living’? Maybe he
had a wealthy benefactor to sponsor his writing, especially
as he says he does not have the means to emigrate.
“He styles himself as Vicar of Henstridge but there is no
allusion to his being in Holy Orders.” At the time of writing no official evidence found
to prove Richard Eburne was actually an ordained minister of the church. His name
appears on the church board as such from 1608 -1628, indicating he must have been. The
parish registers for Milborne Port in 1676 contain miscellaneous writings including the
handover of the book to William Trusstel on 6 April 1617, witnessed and signed by the
curate ‘John Eburne.’ John’s sister was Jane Warden nee Eburne of Wimborne St Giles
who died on 17 May 1641. His other sister was Anne Gray nee Eburne. Could ‘John’ be a
brother or father of Richard Eburne or maybe it was his alias?
Did Richard Eburne die without fulfilling his dream of going overseas to Newfoundland?
He was witness to the will of Katherine Sampson 14 June 1627, who was buried in
Henstridge church. There is no evidence of a ’Richard Eburne’ emigrating in Peter
Wilson Coldham’s Complete Book of Emigrants from 1607–1660. There is, however,
evidence of a marriage of a ‘Richard Eburne’ to a ‘Mary Morse’ on 13 Aug 1702 recorded
in Maine, New Hampshire in America. [Genealogical Dictionary of Maine and New
Hampshire.]
It can be said of Richard Eburne that providing work and improving the conditions of the
labouring poor of Henstridge and elsewhere was a clear inspiration for his book and
pioneering policy. He reveals himself as intelligent and well-informed, demonstrating
compassion, integrity and a genuine will to provide a solution as laid out in his treatise.
His all-encompassing policy written in the early 17 th century was a revolutionary
rationale and a huge achievement, with a long-lasting impact. A perpetual, powerful and
permanent policy on plantations. Nearly four hundred years later the work of Richard
Eburne is consulted and cited in academic circles, where it is considered an influential
and pioneering work, contributing to the knowledge and history of early colonisation
and plantations. He appears to be much better known in America than here in England,
especially perhaps even in Henstridge. He certainly was no ordinary country parson, and
his story is far from over, it is just beginning!
Caroline Rowland ©October 2021
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In the Garden

Jottings from the Lady Shed
Despite cold raw days and frequent fog this is the
time, before the ground gets cold, for planting.
When we had a larger house, I would move the
furniture around about every three months, now I
appear to have transferred this activity to the garden but on a three-year basis. I give a plant a year
to settle, another to decide if it is happy, if not it is
moving or replanting day. I know, right plant, right place first time, but this does
not always work even for Monty Don.

Last autumn there was extensive movement in our garden to plant a bare rooted hedge.
The RHS advises that bare rooted hedge plants are cheap, easy to plant and form an
attractive boundary more quickly than many gardeners imagine. The pre hedge planting
plan last August of taking down the old fence and giving garden helper hubby a Kango
workout on the concrete posts finally complete, left us wondering “just how much more
concrete and how many stones can there be?”
Finally able to dig the trench for the hedge we discussed what type. I have always adored
an established solid beech hedge, since blowing through the leaves of our neighbours, to
make rude raspberry noises as child on the way home from school.
Life is a compromise and hubby lured me with the red bird berries of hawthorn against
my prickly reservations and the decorative pollen heavy catkins and later nuts of hazel.
So, I conceded to 50% green beech, 25% hazel and 25% hawthorn to be wildlife friendly.
One year in and in the speedy growth competition hawthorn has been extremely competitive and had to be issued with severe pruning penalties. Coming second is hazel with its
elegant furry leaves and at snail’s pace is the much-wanted beech. Out of 80 bare roots
purchased only 2 beeches have taken the decision not to thrive and there is an overall first
year hedge height of a metre.
Maybe robins hatch out knowing that a gardener plus a spade equals lunch. They and
blackbirds are the natural answer to soil grubs. Snails are the thrush’s specialty; they use
a handy stone as an anvil to smash the shell against. On security patrol against greenfly
during the summer are the bluetits while the wrens are insect hunting in the hedgerow.
To keep these garden helpers in your garden, always supply them with water, a roof over
their head in the form of nesting boxes, trees and large shrubs and a diet of seeds, fat and
nuts. Sunflower heads brimming with seeds have been left for the birds this winter. Although the chemicals that you may use in the garden may not be a direct threat to birds
these may destroy plants or insects that the birds eat.
Susan Kidd née Billitt
30.10.2021
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Fun & Games

Useful Information
Opening Times
Post Office

9:00am—5:30pm Mon-Fri, 9:00am—12:30pm Sat

Shop
PO letter box collections

8:00am—6:00 pm Mon-Sat, 8:00am-1:00pm Sun
5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10:15am Sat

Numbers to Note
Chemist, Stalbridge Pharmacy
District Councillor, Hayward Burt
District Councillor, William Wallace

01963 362246
07543 854391
01963 370423

Doctors, Milborne Port Surgery
Electricity distribution (power cuts, emergencies)
Hospital, Sherborne Yeatman
Hospital, Yeovil District
Local MP, David Warburton
Parish Council (Emma Curtis)
Police, non emergency and PCSOs
South Somerset District Council
Somerset County Councillor, William Wallace

01963 250334
105 (power cuts), 0800 072 7282 (emergencies)
01935 813991
01935 475122
01373 580500
07745 270285 or 01963 250015
101
01935 462462
01963 370423

Somerset County Council—Single number
St Nicholas C of E School, Secretary
Village Hall bookings , Carolyn Nichols
Wessex Water (water leaks, supply failure)

0300 123 2224
01963 362308
bookingshenstridgevillagehall@gmail.com
0345 6004600

Clubs and Societies
Art Group
Bell Ringing

Liz Holbrook
Ellen Edwards

01963 393193
01963 362282

Mondays 10am –noon, Village Hall
Tuesdays 7:30pm, Church Tower

Blackmore Vale Lions
Blackmore Vale u3a

Peter Oswick
Susan Kidd

01963 363281
01963 362107

Bridge, Table Tennis, meetings

Book Club
Brownies & Rainbows
CAMEO
Early Music Group
Explorers Pre School
Family History Group

Gail Cullum
Jane Jeanes
Ros Browning
Frances Eustace
Anna Swinburn
Linda Farnsworth

01963 362878
01963 370769
01963 363016
01963 364340
01963 363228
01963 365802

3rd Wed monthly, 7:45 pm , Bird
Brownies Mon 6pm, St Nich Sch.
1st Tues monthly, 7:45, Vill Hall
Wednesday 10:30 am Village Hall
Mon-Fri 8:45am-3:13pm (termtime)
Alternate months,

History Group
Line Dancing
Loose Ends

Jean Lindley
Ros Browning
Gail Cullum

01963 251256
01963 363016
01963 362878

Thursdays 7:45-8:45pm, Village Hall
Fridays 10:30am-noon, Village Hall

Sports Club Committee
Women’s Institute

Steve Penny
Sue Latimer

01963 362157
01963 365765

3rd Tues monthly, 7:45 Village Hall
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