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Welcome to the  summer edition!  You will see immediately that we have a new 

look, coming to you now in full colour.   

And colour is not the only new thing in Wots On world.  After 8 years, Paul 

Dimishky is bowing out, and it’s a sign of how much he did, that we have 3 people 

taking on his responsibilities. So welcome to Simon Cullum (contributor - Local 

Business and Sales and Advertising), John Graham (contributor - Personality), Kate 

Crowther (contributor - Special Features).  John Atkinson continues to wield his red pen 

and keep us all in line as Editor and Gail Cullum continues to pull it all together and 

create the files ready for printing. Thank you to our distribution team led by Pat Furzey, 

who ensure you do receive our pearls of wisdom.  And of course, thank you to you too, 

our many regular contributors, and to everyone who keeps us informed as to what’s 

going on, and what we need to do or to know. 

We hope to continue to include more photos, so get out your Brownie cameras or 

possibly your phones and get snapping.  Details of our new photo competition can be 

found on page 19 - do remember to tell us how old you are if you are under 18. 

Enjoy the article on the Bird in Hand… hard to believe Mark and Chris have reached 

their 40th anniversary of running the village pub!  How amazing is that.  Particularly at 

the moment, we think of them, thank them and wish them well, especially to Mark with 

his recent ladder gymnastics.  Here’s hoping for a speedy recovery. 

We have some great articles this issue - enjoy Ceris’s stories of travel, especially fun to 

read in our current “stay home” state.  It’s great to welcome the school back to a more 

normal state of affairs, see if you can find yourself in the photos!  Learn more about 

Amateur Radio - do see our special feature. 

Information from the Church, the School and 

the Parish Council abounds, especially about 

our new recycling scheme.  Looking forward 

to my new BLUE BAG! 

Who knew that a Victoria Sponge is so named 

for Queen Victoria?  And what should I be 

doing in the garden at the moment?  

Check up on your favourite activities - many 

are restarting now that we are all allowed out 

a bit more. 

Finally, thank you to Caroline Rowland for 

another great read about days gone by. 

Enjoy! 
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 Ceris Borthwick – a lifetime of itchy feet! 

Travel has always been a big part of my life, whether it be for work or for pleasure 

and I have my parents to thank for that, which I heartily do!  My mum is from 

Zimbabwe and although I am UK born and bred, we had several visits to Africa 

during my childhood as my dad worked as an estimator at the copper mines in 

Zambia which meant we got to go out in the school holidays.  It was a wonderful 

experience and definitely where I picked up itchy feet! 

My first job as a flight 

booking agent didn’t last long 

as I soon swapped the desk 

job for a slightly mis-spent 

summer working in Mallorca.  

This was pre-EU and although 

all us young’uns were 

supposed to have work visas, 

no one did and it seemed great 

fun to be on the look out for 

the police patrolling in their 

unmarked car.  Great fun until 

I got taken in for questioning – 

but thankfully nothing came 

of it and I learnt my lesson. 

Aged 20, my dad showed me an article in the Sunday Times about a company offering 

trips across Africa – and I mean right across Africa, travelling overland from the UK to 

Zimbabwe.  I couldn’t believe this was something I could really do! I saved up for a 

couple of years, booked on and one March evening I found myself on the back of a 16 

tonne truck, converted for 

passengers with coach seats 

and lockers and self 

sufficient in food and water, 

plus 15 other travellers who 

I travelled with for the next 

7 months.  It was the most 

incredible experience of my 

life, camping in the African 

bush under star-packed 

skies, cooking over the 

campfire, shopping in local 

markets and exploring 

foreign cities.  Standout 

memories include taking a 4 

day boat trip down the 
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Zaire (Congo) River, buying freshly made peanut butter on the roadside, seeing strange 

animals like the rare okapi, being chased by a hippo in the Okavango Delta, trekking to 

see Mountain Gorillas in their natural habitat and gazing out at stunning landscapes - 

savannahs, deserts, rainforest and bush.  But most of all, the comradery and friendship of 

my fellow travellers.  

This really shaped my future life as when I returned to the UK I ended up working for 

the company who I had travelled with and this led to nearly 30 years in the adventure 

travel industry.  Not all this time was spent working – what’s the point of having a 

passion for travel if you don’t travel?  

My first solo backpacking adventure 

was a month in India which was 

really dropping myself in at the 

deep end.  Travelling by train was 

frustrating, uncomfortable, 

unfathomable but character 

building!  And I experienced my top 

wildlife encounter when I spotted 

tigers in Bandhavgarh National 

Park, really unforgettable. 

In 2000 I decided to embark on an 

around the world trip for a year, 

which actually turned into over 2 

years when my parents kindly donated the money they had put aside for a wedding.  I 

felt I put it to much better use!  Starting in Moscow I travelled by train along the Trans 

Siberian, or more correctly the Trans Mongolian as I took that route to Beijing, 

backpacked through China and South East Asia and flew from Bali to Australia.  After a 

year I reached New Zealand where I planned to spend 6 weeks but that turned into a 

year.  Whilst on Stewart 

Island, I hired a chap to take 

me sea kayaking for the day.  

His name was Steve Burrows 

and we got along quite well – 

the rest is history as they say!   

My journey home took me 4 

months via Tahiti, Easter 

Island, Chile, Argentina and 

Bolivia. 

Travel brought me to 

Henstridge in 2003 when I 

started work at Oasis 

Overland, then based at 

Personalities continued 
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 Henstridge Marsh.  Oasis did the same Trans Africa Expedition that I did way back 

when, except now they now travelled all the way to Cape Town and back up again to 

Cairo, a huge 42 week expedition! Along with bite sized overland trips from 2 weeks in 

Africa, South America and Central Asia I was lucky enough to do some fantastic overseas 

trips with work.   

That first adventure across Africa 

also gave me a love of the outdoors 

and the natural world and there’s 

nothing I love more than a hike or a 

bike ride or a canoe trip with Steve, 

binoculars at the ready, whether that 

be in a national park in Zimbabwe 

or on the Blackmore Vale lanes and 

paths.  One of my favourite places is 

Duncliffe Woods and I am a 

volunteer leader for the Woodland 

Trust.  Small groups of volunteers 

carry out coppicing there and at 

Fifehead Woods, another lovely site especially at this time of year with the bluebells in 

full bloom.  Five years ago, I decided to become a beekeeper and I love checking in on my 

colony and seeing what the industrious bees are up to, as well as reaping the honey 

rewards each summer. 

Life hasn’t all been about travel and I’ve tried a few other careers including prison 

librarian, admin assistant at a nuclear power station and dunk tank girl at a fair in 

Australia!  I also assist Steve at some of his events including the Family Day on the rec 

which we are planning to do this year.  Currently I am studying an RHS Gardening 

course and I help out in a couple of gardens, along with working at a local garden centre.  

Gardening has become such an important way for people to get outdoors and experience 

nature over the last year and gardens are also vital habitats for our wildlife.  It’s 

wonderful to be outdoors and see our native birds, mammals and insects enjoying the 

garden as much as I do – especially the bees! 

Travel is never far away though and this is something I would recommend to anyone.  It 

doesn’t have to be far flung or exotic, even travelling to a neighbouring county can bring 

new experiences that broaden your mind, get you out of your comfort zone, encourage 

resilience and most importantly of all, give you a lot of enjoyment!  I can say this with 

conviction after seeing my first otter whilst canoeing on the Stour in Dorset last summer.  

If anyone would like to chat over a cuppa about a proposed trip, I am always happy to - it 

may not be a time for travelling right now, but it’s always a good time to be planning the 

next adventure!    

Ceris – 07932 347955 
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 It has been a busy time 

and it is great to be 

back with our readers. 

Firstly, a sincere thank 

you to our whole school 

community for sup-

porting and uniting all 

efforts to keep positive 

and productive during 

the past year. My 

school staff team have 

worked relentlessly to 

keep all of our pupils learning 

whilst at home and the bal-

ance between online work 

and written work in books has been one of the greatest challenges; thank you to our 

teachers and teaching assistants for all they have done and, indeed, continue to do.  As a 

school, we made the decision to invest heavily in resources for all of the children and now 

that we have returned to working in class, this investment has certainly paid off. Thank 

you to all for working together to over-

come numerous barriers and challenges in 

the past months.  

Now, with our eyes firmly on the future, 

we are thankful for all the positives that 

have arisen. Having asked the children 

about how they are feeling, now that 

school is fully open, repeated responses 

ring out as a common theme: thankfulness 

for being back with their teacher and 

thankfulness for being with their friends. 

Each day, it is very apparent that every-

one is happy to be back in to our familiar routines. Many are also excited to be having the 

wonderful lunches again, prepared by Andrew and his team at The Inn at Horsington/

The Half Moon. Thank you to all who work there to ensure our school hot meals are 

scrumptious and nutritional each day. A heartfelt thank you to our school lunchtime 

team, headed up by Mrs Sandra Raison, who continues to do extra hours and reduced 

lunch breaks for themselves, to ensure all the children’s lunchtime needs are fully met.  

The staff and I had a lovely surprise this term – a sincere thank you to all of the very tal-

ented ladies of the WI; we were very moved by the stunning bouquets of flowers (and 

delicious chocolates). It was lovely for our school staff to see the appreciation from the 

wider community. Thank you also to our Chair, Mrs Lorna Rogers, and our Vice Chair, 

Mrs Jane Jeanes, for all their delicious home baked treats throughout the previous months 

– well timed and exquisitely presented.  
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As things return to normal slowly 

and steadily, the children have en-

joyed lots of outdoor play, whole 

school Collective Worship Assem-

blies on our school field and nu-

merous sports sessions. Working in 

bubbles has taught us to adapt and 

think outside the box. Thank you to 

Rev Kevin for continuing with his 

weekly visits for Collective Wor-

ship – the children just love his 

teaching and they enjoy learning 

more about the Bible through dra-

ma and improvisation. A special thank you, and well done, to George and Ronnie in Year 

1 for doing such a super job in costume on St George’s 

Day. Thank you also to our Head Boy, Archie, and Depu-

ty Head Boy, Alfie, for helping us put up our St George’s 

Day banners. Well done to our Year R children for learn-

ing our school prayer so quickly – we pray this regularly: 

Dear Lord, help me to use my voice for kindness, my ears for 

compassion, my hands for charity, my mind for truth and my 

heart for love. Amen. The children also love signing it as 

they say it.  

All classes have also enjoyed dressing up for our chosen 

charity days this term – thank you to all who supported 

these events. We believe it is essential that all children in 

our school support and help others in need. This term we 

will be focusing on India; we will be talking to the chil-

dren to see what ideas they have to help the people there. 

Already, we have had a few sugges-

tions from them. 

This term, once again, we have a 

heavy focus on teaching and learn-

ing – its effectiveness and impact on 

all areas. We are constantly monitor-

ing how the children are getting on 

and it is clear to see that balancing 

inside and outside learning is key to 

future successes. It is a privilege to 

have such a wide, open space in 

school – our field continues to be one 

of our many treasures whilst our 

The Village School continued 
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learning garden continues to be a haven 

for well-being and peace. Mrs Howell 

continues to lead the children’s gardening 

and outdoor learning skills; her expertise 

remains a blessing to all at St Nicholas. 

Last term, it was fantastic to sit amongst a 

sea of golds and rubies whilst holding 

meetings with parents and visitors. The 

daffodils shone brightly across the gar-

den, nodding and welcoming the red tu-

lips from across the pond. Our new addi-

tion, Derek, is doing wonderfully well – a big thank you to Matthew Crosby for giving us 

his much loved fish. It is great to see how easily Derek adapted to his new home; no 

doubt, the newts were overjoyed at their new friend.  

Future plans, which are developing quickly, are: our youngest children in Year R will be 

getting their new floor this term. The carpet will be replaced with a very smart wood 

effect flooring. We are also looking forward to the new furniture for the children in due 

course. Thank you to everyone in Year R for working so hard over the holidays to ensure 

all is ready for the class. Our new wooden fence has been erected now so we are awaiting 

our school signs to decorate it. The first will be a timeline of special events from The 

Stone Age to present times.  

Next year is our 150 years anniversary – St Nicholas opened its doors to its first pupils on 

4th November, 1872. Next year will be a huge year for us all and we intend to ‘pull out all 

the stops’ to make it a wonderful, memorable celebration of teaching and learning here in 

the village. Having found the old school log books, we have much to reveal about life 

down through the years. It was a very special moment for my staff and me during inset 

last month – finding the log book from 1872 is indeed history at its best. We very much 

look forward to sharing this history with you in 2022. We are hoping that we have some 

very special guests at our celebration next year.  

So, in finishing, as we say at St Nicholas, onwards and upwards – we have learned many 

things in the past year. The most im-

portant lessons being that of resilience 

and team work. Despite the social distanc-

ing, our school community remains close 

and supportive; we thank God for his 

faithfulness, love, peace and guidance at 

all times.  

May you know his peace as you step out 

in the coming days.  

Mrs Alison Shearer 

Headteacher 

The Village School continued 
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 Explorers 

The children have been very 

busy as usual at Explorers Pre-

School and we have welcomed 

eight new families to our 

setting. 

We joined in with World Book 

day with both the children and 

adults dressing up. We had 

Tigger, Elsa and Anna from 

Frozen, a T-Rex, a knight, a 

skeleton, a farmer, several princesses, 

and fireman Sam to name but a few. 

The children enjoyed sharing books and stories during the day. 

This year we were able to have our 

Easter Egg Hunt in the garden with 

the children. They had to find 100 

laminated eggs and were given 

chocolate rabbits as a prize. They also 

made some wonderful Easter hats 

which they were proud to wear 

whilst looking for the eggs. 

During the Easter break our digging 

area was replaced with new wood 

and soil and so the children have 

loved digging and finding worms (a 

favourite thing to do!) and have built 

houses, dinosaur caves and “massive 

walls” during role play. 

We have now moved onto planting and growing, and the children have planted runner 

beans and potatoes in our raised beds, 

created a herb planter and have sown 

cress and grass seeds in pots. They are 

also in the process of designing a small 

Fairy garden and so far, have planted 

sunflowers and have arranged pots of 

pansies so that the fairies can have a 

“beautiful garden”. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

say a huge congratulations to one of our 

children, Poppy Stoodley, and her mum 

Amber Bond who raised a massive 
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£2,715.00 for the National Autistic Society. A brilliant achievement. 

Explorers is open from 9.00am-3.30pm (temporary opening hours) Monday to Friday. 

For more information, please visit our newly updated website: www.explorers-

preschool.org.uk or call Mrs Anna Swinburn - Supervisor 07792 240804. 

Anna Swinburn 

Rainbows and Brownies  

The past year has been the most challenging I have ever known since I took on running 

Brownies in 1987. Our problems then included not knowing from one term to another 

where we could meet, not having regular adult help and having girls whose families 

often found it hard to find weekly subs. We were thankful that the Parish Council in 

those days gave us a grant without us having to ask as they recognised the benefits the 

girls got from being Brownies and for a village community who responded to appeals for 

anything from wallpaper to camp beds. 

2020 started well, with Rainbows and Brownies meeting on Mondays in the school. We 

had fun, learnt new things, made and ate pancakes and made a card for Mothering 

Sunday which fell on 22nd March. We met as usual on 16th March but knew that at 9pm 

there was to be a statement put out by Girlguiding UK. This told us that we were not 

allowed to meet face to face until further notice. I hadn’t had more than 7 Monday 

evenings off in one go since I started helping in 1985, even major surgery and a broken 

leg didn’t stop me for as long as Covid did. We kept in touch with our girls and their 

parents by text and envelopes posted through the door. Some responded positively 

others weren’t so keen. Tawny owl had been working at national level to help units 

continue to meet virtually and eventually we decided to give it a go ourselves. Fantastic! 

We could see our girls and hear what they had been doing. We managed virtual 

sleepovers and meetings and sent out things which could be done at home. We managed 

a couple of face to face evenings on the school field and were joined by Guides so that I 

could help with fire lighting. During  the autumn we met face to face in Buckhorn 

Weston hall on 3 Sunday mornings and held a Christmas special before lockdown meant 

virtual meetings again. We have been joined by a Brownie in Salisbury and one from 

Yorkshire whose own units did not meet and our granddaughter joined us as a Rainbow 

and later a Brownie.  

We are going to be back face to face as of Monday 19th May outdoors for the near future 

on the school field. Please phone me for details, or express an interest in joining us on the 

Girlguiding website.  

Please also join us in congratulating Bev Osborne aka Tawny Owl on being awarded the 

South West England highest award for services to Guiding across the region which 

stretches from Cornwall to Berkshire. 

Contact: Jane Jeanes(Brown Owl) Tel: 01963 370769 or  07712 824747  

email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com  

 

The Young Ones continued 
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Vicar: The Revd. Kevin Rogers  

The Vicarage, Church Street,  

Henstridge BA8 0QE   

Tel:  01963 363832   

Email:  revkrogers@gmail.com   

Churchwardens: 

Jenny Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: jennybates@waitrose.com 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Officers of the PCC: 

Vice Chair 

Hugo Barton 

Viners 

Blackmore Lane 

Henstridge 

BA8 0SN  

Tel. 01963 363193 

Email:  lizandhugo@btinternet.com 

 

Treasurer 

Keith Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: keith.bates@waitrose.com 

St Nicholas Church HenstridgeSt Nicholas Church Henstridge  
Church Street 

Henstridge BA8 0QE 

 

From the Rector 

My name is Cleopas. Jesus first captured my attention when he spoke about a new 

way of living. What he said, and the way he said it showed he genuinely cared for 

everyone, even those he strongly disagreed with. He spoke with an integrity and 

honesty. I was drawn to being his friend. We did a lot together, when work 

allowed, although there were times when he had me baffled with his teachings. 

However, it had been a really tough few weeks for me. Jesus was saying things that 

seemed to contradict his claim to be the Messiah. He spoke about his death and the 

need to be buried and then rise again after three days. It seemed nonsensical and 

was quite confusing. But then, the events of that week unfolded very fast indeed. 

The religious rulers and Roman authorities had smelt blood and they would be 

after me as soon as they had killed Jesus. I was not hanging around. 

I kept with the others, mainly for safety’s sake, but also to ensure that I didn’t miss out on 

any new developments. There was talk amongst the women that Jesus had risen from the 

dead, but how could this be true? Perhaps an illusion, wishful thinking, the trauma of the 

past week. Who knows? And then when this rumour became even more widespread, and 

the others in the group started to report that they too had seen Jesus in person, in the 

C
h

u
r

c
h

 M
a

t
t
e

r
s
 



 

 Page 11 

 

flesh, was beyond belief. Quite ridiculous really. 

It was all too much. I had lost a dear friend (or had I?) and just wanted to get home. So, I 

set off with a companion, both of us lost in our own thoughts. A stranger drew alongside 

us who didn’t seem to know what had just happened to Jesus, which we found rather 

strange. Anyway, we brought him up to speed. He seemed truly knowledgeable in all 

things pertaining to our history, because he referenced from these historical records, how 

all these events were foretold, and that none of them should have surprised us. We found 

this quite intriguing, but also quite odd. But what he shared did make sense. 

Before we knew it, we had arrived at our village. We invited our new friend to overnight 

with us. And at supper, something incredible happened. He quietly assumed the role of 

host that seemed so familiar. 

Then the penny dropped!  

This man was hosting this 

meal exactly the way Jesus 

did when we had our last 

meal together just before 

those dreadful occurrences 

on that fateful weekend. It 

was Jesus-in the flesh!  But 

no sooner had we 

recognised him, than he 

disappeared.  

We rushed back to tell the 

others. Of course, they 

found it hard to believe our 

story, until Jesus did it again, appearing in the room, despite the locked door, showing us 

his crucifixion scars, and eating some of the food to show that he was truly present. And 

he kept doing this over the next 40 days, as over 500 of us saw him at different times in 

various places, in the flesh, teaching, sharing meals, and encouraging us.  

Even though we no longer see him in the flesh, the gift of his presence in the form of his 

Holy Spirit, is as though he is still right here with us. No wonder we are finding it so easy 

to tell our story. Come and join this story. We meet every Sunday morning and every 

weekday evening with Jesus. Details of these services are on our website 

achurchnearyou.com, on the church notice board, or phone me for more details on 01963 

363832. 

Kind regards, 

Rev Kevin Rogers 

Church Services during Lockdown 

Church services are being held via Zoom More details can be found on our website: 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/ 

Church Matters continued 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/
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 Parish Council 

In spite of the restrictions during the 

pandemic the Parish Council has continued 

to function, with meetings being held on 

Zoom.  This article is drawn from my 

report to the Annual Parish Meeting held 

on 28 April. 

We are sad that Jean Oswick, who has been 

a Councillor for many years, has had to 

resign for health reasons.  I would like to 

record my personal thanks to her for all her 

work on the Parish Council. 

There is, as a result, a vacancy on the 

Council and I would urge any parishioner who would be interested in coming on board 

to contact the Clerk. 

I am pleased to report that our accounts for the previous year have been passed without 

comment by our internal auditor.  The Clerk, as Responsible Finance Officer, deserves 

full credit for that.  Our financial reserves are in a healthy state. 

We have continued to work on trying to mitigate the effects the traffic on the A357 has on 

our quality of life.  There are no quick or easy solutions, but we have managed to achieve 

a dialogue with officials at Somerset County Council which has raised our profile.  We 

have obtained grant funding from the Police and Crime Commissioner’s office to 

purchase a Speed Indicator Device, which we hope will moderate the speed of traffic.  

The narrowness of the High Street and the size of some vehicles are, unfortunately, not 

easy problems to fix. 

We have exciting plans for the refurbishment of the play area on the Rec and have been 

Henstridge Parish  

Council 
Emma Curtis – Parish Clerk & RFO 

Henstridge Parish Council 

14 Everlanes Close 

Milborne Port 

Sherborne 

Dorset 

DT9 5FT 

Mob: 07745 270285 

Tel: 01963 250015 

Email: clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Web: www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Meet the Parish Council: 

Ken Courtenay - Chair 

David Nichols - Deputy Chair 

Howard Bentley-Marchant John Graham  

Peter Crocker  Barry Howlett 

Simon Cullum  Carolyn Nichols 

Adrian Gaymer  Andrew McMillan 

Elspeth Graham  Jane Rose 

Administration for the council is dealt with by the Clerk and Proper officer, Emma Curtis.  

In the first instance, all enquiries should be made to the Clerk. 

District Councillors are: Hayward Burt and William Wallace (who is also County Councillor) 
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successful in obtaining grant funding from Viridor, AJN Steel Stock and other sources to 

pay for it. For more details, please go to our website. 

We have taken back control of our burial ground and hope to improve it as a place for 

quiet reflection and amenity. 

We have, for the first time, produced a Parish Council Action Plan.  The purpose of this is 

to set down actions and tasks for the Parish Council to achieve over a rolling five year 

period and it will be a key input to our annual budget process.  It is intended to be a live 

document to promote discussion between parishioners and the Parish Council on future 

plans for the parish.  The document can be downloaded from our website. 

The sad death of Prince Philip highlighted the lack of a Parish flagpole for us to show our 

respects in accordance with protocol.  Fortunately, some parishioners had their own in 

their gardens, but I and some other councillors have suggested that it would be a good 

idea for us to have one, so this will be looked into. 

It is a pity that I have to continue to ask dog owners to clear up dog mess.  There are still 

a few who don’t and this causes distress to many people, especially in sensitive areas 

such as the Rec and the cemetery.  All dog owners, please take care. 

Finally, I would like to thank the Clerk, our County and District Councillors and Parish 

Councillors for their work on behalf of us all over the past year or more.  We all hope for 

a return to normality in the coming months. 

Ken Courtenay 

Chairman, Henstridge Parish Council 

From the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee working group 

The official dates for the celebration are Thursday 2nd of June through to the Sunday 5th 

of June 2022. We hope and pray Her Majesty’s strength and resilience will see her 

through the sad loss of her husband and Consort Prince Philip Duke of Edinburgh, so 

that we can all celebrate with her and the Royal Family her 70 years of service to our 

Country and the wider world. 

To date: We have made plans to purchase some bunting to decorate the high street and 

are looking at the cost of flags to go into the Christmas Tree brackets. The WI are looking 

at making some bunting. If other sewing / craft groups could help that would be great.  We 

would be happy to help householders put up bunting if they wish to purchase their own. 

If you have not yet got a bracket for your house and would like one for this Christmas 

and for 2022 get in touch with PEGs group chairman Andy McMillan 

(andy@countrysidemodels.co.uk) 

It would be great if those in the High Street, where it is not feasible to put up bunting or 

flags, could do a window display for that weekend. 

As the School is celebrating its 150th anniversary next year they are keen to be involved.  

Parish Council contd 
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Already organised:  On the Saturday afternoon the WI are holding a Tea Party in the 

Village Hall for the older members of the community and showing a film of the 

Coronation. There will be a friendly Cricket Match at the Recreation Ground on the 

Sunday morning – so come along and bring a picnic – and your sunglasses!! For any of 

those out there who can swing a bat or bowl a ball get in touch. 

The Henstridge Festival Group have their thinking caps on for an event at the Recreation 

Ground. So please let us have your ideas as to how you would like to celebrate: 

Would you like a Picnic in the Park with music?Fancy Dress Parade for the children a 

Royal themed wheelbarrow competition? Street Parties? 

The ideas are endless. We have just over a year and it takes a year to organise big events. 

All Parishioners are welcome to organise events or make suggestions so please get in 

touch with either Emma Curtis (clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk) or Elspeth 

Graham, Group organiser (elspeth.graham@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk). 

Thanks to all those who have already offered their help  

Carolyn Nichols  

carolyn.nichols@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

Parish Council contd 

 
Could you become a 

Friend of the Balsam Centre ? 
The Balsam Centre is an independent, 

local charity delivering health and well-

being services, especially mental health 

support, in Wincanton and surround-

ing rural areas – including Henstridge !   

The Centre works with people of any 

age, background or circumstances at 

whatever point in their lives that they 

seek help.  

Friends of the Balsam Centre commit to 

a regular monthly or quarterly dona-

tion to support the work of the Centre.   

Please contact Sue Place sue-

place@balsamcentre.org.uk or ring 

01963 31842 for an application form.   

Thank You !   

mailto:sueplace@balsamcentre.org.uk
mailto:sueplace@balsamcentre.org.uk
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 Open Spaces Committee 

Work will be starting very soon on the new children’s play area; we are so pleased that 

all the effort put into this project has finally paid off. We were granted funding from 

Viridor Credits for the majority of the cost thanks to the necessary Third Party 

Contribution from AJN Steelstock, the remainder will come from a S106 payment from 

SSDC, the balance will come from earmarked reserves. We hope to have the work 

completed before the children break up for the summer holidays. We will keep everyone 

informed of progress via the Parish Council web site and Nextdoor. 

We are upgrading the CCTV system for the Village Hall and putting in extra cameras to 

ensure all the areas around the Hall and the new playground are covered; this will be 

carried out before the work on the playground commences as a precautionary measure. 

This in part has been triggered by the arson attack on a vehicle in the car park last year 

and the damage caused to the contractor’s machine while constructing the BMX Pump 

Track. 

We are carrying out various projects with the Village in Bloom contest in mind and 

would like to see the whole of the Parish benefit so please do get in touch if there are any 

areas that could do with some TLC. Also any areas that could do with a tree as we have a 

few spare ones, (please ensure you are able to water it throughout the summer and be 

mindful of the eventual size of growth). 

The Old Church Yard burial ground has been brought into the control of the Parish 

Council as from April. It has taken a lot of work to get there, now we can start to make 

plans and set up schedules for its maintenance. 

We have taken the Furge Lane field out of tenancy but as it is still classified as Allotment 

Land it will have to go to the Secretary of State to have this status removed. For members 

of the public who are not aware of this community asset it is the field directly above the 

Helplines 

Samaritans 116123 24 hrs or email jo@samaritans.org 

Young Minds parents Helpline 08088025544 (Mon-Fri 9.30-4pm free) 

www.youngminds.org.uk 

National Domestic Abuse Helpline 0808 2000 247 24hrs free 

www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk 

Childline  0800 1111  9 am -3.30am free  

www.childline.org.uk 

The Silver Line (for older people)  0800 4 70 80 90 24 hrs free 

www.thesilverline.org.uk 

Mind Infoline 0300 123 3393 (Mon-Fri 9am-6pm) 

www.mind.org.uk has a Get Help Now button 

http://www.childline.org.uk
http://www.thesilverline.org.uk
http://www.mind.org
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Bird in Hand 

 
Your friendly local pub 

Skittle Alley available for functions 

Real Ale, local cider and guest beers available 
Lunch time bar snacks 

Sky Sports 

Telephone: 01963 362255 

Allotments. As land is a very precious commodity we are very mindful of the 

responsibility of finding the very best use for it to benefit the community. We will bring 

our ideas to the public for consultation and consideration in due course. 

After getting a report from the Village Hall Management Committee regarding the 

worrying deterioration of the fabric of the hall, (it is nearly 50 years old) the need for a 

replacement building has been deemed necessary. This has been put on our Five Year 

Action Plan and we will be keeping everyone informed of our progress. 

We have placed new signage regarding dogs in the cemetery and signs for the Old 

Church Yard are going up shortly. It is very annoying, and distressing for people 

attending the burial grounds (and for our Groundsmen) to find dog mess on the paths 

and even on the graves. So, to the tiny minority of dog owners please think of others and 

clean up after your dogs. Also is it really necessary to put soiled nappies in the bins at the 

recreation ground!  

Thanks to our groundsmen George and Terry who are both back doing a wonderful job 

of keeping our green spaces beautiful. Also thanks to our Village Ranger who has been 

carrying out some of the more difficult and heavy tasks around the village. The Ranger 

scheme has worked so well and been so cost effective that it is to be expanded. One of the 

new tasks for him will be to help three of our Councillors, who are going to be trained to 

work roadside, with the new Speed Indicator Device. In the next few weeks the Ranger 

will be giving the bus-shelters, white gates, and road signs a spring clean and tidying 

around the notice board and old telephone box at Yenston. 

The pandemic has given us all a wake up 

call to look at the wonderful world we are 

privileged to live in with new eyes; let us all 

take care of what we have around us and 

not despoil it. 

Carolyn Nichols 

Chair of the Open Spaces Committee 
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 Henstridge Village Hall 

We live in very strange times, living on a small holding in the country I feel as 

though I am on an island. I have not known the world to be this quiet since I was a 

very small child, the only difference is the lack of the sound of insects. 

We have very little news from the hall except that it is hopefully going to be put to 

use by Felicity, our Village Agent, and the members of the Balsam Centre to help in 

their food parcel distribution. 

Can I ask that everyone who walks in the park keeps an eye on the hall as most of 

the committee are either key workers or are of an age where they are not going out. We 

have had one instance of vandalism already. So if you see anything amiss please get in 

touch. 

Many of you, through your dealings with the hall, will know Malcolm Stobart. He was 

our bookings administrator and treasurer etc. etc. and over the years has put an enor-

mous amount of time and effort into helping make the hall the success it is today. Mal-

colm has now retired and I am sure everyone in the village would like to thank him and 

wish him all the best. 

I have taken over as bookings administrator until such time we find a replacement. If 

there is anyone who feels they could help the hall by taking on that role please let me or 

one of the other members of the committee know. It is not necessary for the holder of this 

role to be a trustee or sit on the committee; it would be for that person to decide how in-

volved they wished to be. 

A big thank you to Barry Howlett who has joined us as our new treasurer, and is settling 

into his position. 

We hope that it will not be too long before we are able get back to our regular schedule of 

events clubs and activities. Until then stay safe. 

Carolyn Nichols 

Village Hall Chair 

01963 363123 

And a Word from our Police  

As summer approaches and Covid 19 rules relax, I thought it would be worthwhile to 

outline the remaining steps back to a more normal way of life. 

Step 3 - Not before 17 May 21 - most legal restrictions on meeting others outdoors will be 

lifted - although gatherings of over 30 people will remain illegal. Indoors, the Rule of 6 or 

2 households will apply. Other indoor locations to open up in Step 3 include indoor enter-

tainment venues such as cinemas and children’s play areas; the rest of the accommoda-

tion sector, including hotels, hostels and B&Bs; and indoor adult group sports and exer-

cise classes. Up to 30 people will be able to attend weddings, receptions and wakes, as 

well as funerals. This limit will also apply to other types of significant life events includ-
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ing bar mitzvahs and christenings. 

Step 4 - Not before 21/6/21 - the government hopes to be in a position to remove all legal 

limits on social contact. Also remaining premises can reopen, including nightclubs, the 

restrictions on large events and performances that apply in Step 3 will be eased. 

Please carry on with ‘hands, face, space’. Comply with the COVID-Secure measures that 

remain in place. Meet outdoors when you can and keep letting fresh air in. Get tested 

when needed. Get vaccinated when offered. If we all continue to play our part, we will be 

that bit closer to a more normal future. 

The above dates are correct at the time of writing. Always check the latest rules and guid-

ance around Covid 19 by visiting the govt.uk website for the latest updates. 

Current Policing Issues in Henstridge: 

Thefts of power tools from vans.  

Anti Social Behaviour - please call 101/999 if you observe or are a victim of ASB.  

Wincanton Rural East 

PC Sara Stephenson, PCSO Tim Russell and PCSO Louise Perry 

 

Wot’s On summer/autumn issue photo competition call out 

Fancy having your photo published? Fancy winning after-

noon tea for two?  

Now that Wot’s On is in glorious full colour (and we can show 

it off a bit more), we’re launching a photography competition!  

Each issue we’ll set a theme to respond to – this time it’s 

SUMMER VISITORS – ready for you to get out and about 

with your camera, or even your camera phone. You can also 

submit a photo you’ve 

already taken that 

meets the theme. All 

ages welcome!  

Here’s what to do:  

Email your best photo with a short caption 

(telling us where and what you photographed) to 

wotsoneditor@gmail.com on the theme SUMMER 

VISITORS by 25th July.  If you’re under 18, please 

tell us how old you are too! 

We’ll publish our favourites in the autumn issue 

in August and the person whose photo is the 

News & Events continued 
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overall winner will receive a prize of an 

afternoon tea box for two from Kate’s 

Kitchen, the new online bakery just 

launched in Henstridge.  

Donate your old IT and support lockdown learners and vulnerable people. 

The Coronavirus pandemic has thrown up a digital divide for many people, which is 

excluding them from vital home education and social support due to a lack of suitable IT 

equipment at home. But the burden has not fallen on everyone equally, and it has ex-

posed existing inequalities around digital exclusion. Too many are on the wrong side of 

the digital divide and a new initiative “Laptops4learners” spearheaded by Councillor 

Sarah Dyke has recently been launched across Somerset to help people cross it. 

For children in families that have no computer or just share a single laptop, or that have 

poor internet access, keeping up with schoolwork from home can be difficult or impossi-

ble. Some of our elders also need assistance to get online enabling them to socialise again 

especially as many have not been outside of their homes since March last year. 

This initiative is both friendly for people and for the environment, as reusing and recy-

cling reduces demand for new IT products and reduces the CO2 and the environmental 

impact in making and buying new. These IT products will have their life extended, re-

ducing the need to produce more.” 

Sarah has engaged the support of local resident and business owner Simon Barfoot. Si-

News & Events contd 
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Derek Etherington Dip(I.T.) BSc (Hons) 

Broadband, wireless / wired networks. PC, Mac, 
iPad, Smartphone, Tablet etc. Computer repairs 
and upgrades. Tuition available. Free local callout. 

Websites designed & maintained. CISCO trained 
Reasonable rates. Monday – Friday 9am-6pm 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07855 287150 
Email: info@dcenet.co.uk 

Web: www.dcenet.co.uk 

Blackmore Vale Forge 

General blacksmith and welding 
Telephone: 01963 364116 

Email: blackmorevaleforge@gmail.com 

mon’s business, Blackmore IT, a specialist in IT recycling since 1995, will collect your do-

nated IT, wipe all data before upcycling and renovating the equipment ready to donate it 

back to the community group or school to make sure it gets to where it’s needed most.  

They are appealing to local community groups, PTA’s, sports and social clubs, individu-

als and businesses to donate their unwanted IT products, such as laptops, computers & 

LED screens & peripherals, desktop printers, smart phones, tablets and old routers, in-

cluding transformers and cables if possible.  

People or organisations wishing to support the campaign or donate old IT hardware 

should contact Simon Barfoot by email donateIT@r3cycle.co.uk  

For more details about how you can help promote the scheme, contact Cllr Sarah Dyke 

sarahmilborneport@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

News & Events contd 

mailto:donateIT@r3cycle.co.uk
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Youth Club 

During the pandemic the new Youth Club continued online via Zoom. Youth Club has 

not previously been offered online and initially seemed a strange concept; however with 

the interactive white board, games, challenges and break out rooms, we had a lot of fun 

within the safety of our own homes. 

However, we have now opened our in-house doors once more at the village hall - hurrah! 

We have 30 young people registered and many more yet to do so. Presently the re-

strictions only allow 15 young folk at each session, however this will change soon so that 

those on the waiting list can also join the sessions. If your youngsters have not yet regis-

tered contact andreawhite@youngsomerset.org.uk  or phone Jane Rose on 01963 362048 

or 07761 185630. 

The Youth Club is open to young people from school years 6 to 11 and is delivered on a 

Friday evening between 6:30 PM and 8:30 PM. 

Subs are £1.00 which support purchase of equipment or arts and craft materials for young 

people to use within the sessions. Alongside this a healthy tuck shop is available for the 

young people to purchase food and drink. 

We have many plans for the youth club including activities with Steve Burrows, various 

fund raising ventures, liaising with various groups in the village and the establishment of 

a youth club parish council. If anyone is interested in joining our friendly team please 

contact Jane Rose - all training provided. 

None of this would be possible without the support of the Parish council and the resi-

dents. Thank you for supporting the increasing numbers of young folk in the village to 

have a safe environment to promote young 

peoples’ personal and social development and 

enable them to have a voice, influence and a 

place in their communities and society. 

Jane Rose 

PC Representative for Youth 

Henstridge Youth Club Committee Chair 

 

Henstridge Summer Festival 

Following the success of our first festival in 2019 we have set up a C.I.C (Community 

Interest Company) and began planning our next festival back in Jan 2020. However, due 

to the pandemic we had to cancel. 

We have had many folk asking about whether we will be holding our second festival this 

year including stallholders and food vendors who had already booked with us for 2020. 

The committee have taken the decision that there are too many variables in addition to 

the weather! The festival requires much planning and energy and we cannot take the risk 

of it being cancelled again this year. 

News & Events contd 

Check the inside front cover for a bit 

more information on the Youth Club! 
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        Specialist work 

. Asbestos Removal 

. Graffiti Removal 

. Bio-Hazard and Decontamina-
tion 

. Roof Cleaning And Treatments 

. Render Cleaning 

. Waste Removal legally compli-
ant to HSE Guidelines 

. For other cleaning work please 
visit our website  

For Certain works stage pay-
ments can be arranged 

 
Tel:  01963 364588 

Web: www.razdaz.co.uk  

Email: info@razdaz.co.uk 

 

Therefore we are looking ahead with much excitement to our next festival happening in 

2022. The planning thus far includes a brand new site map, additional entertainment, 

stalls, food vendors and much more. 

We look forward to beginning to rev it up again at the beginning of 2022.  

Watch this space and our HSF Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/henstridgesummerfestival/  

Jane Rose 

Chair  

Henstridge Summer Festival CIC  

Reg. No. 12442623 

 

Church Flowers 

Thank you for all the flowers that graced the church for our Easter Sunday service. I am 

not putting a list in the church at present but when we have a service in Henstridge there 

will be flowers to enhance our worship. If you have flowers in your garden and would 

like to offer them for use please let me know and I will arrange to collect them. 

Jane Jeanes 

News & Events contd 

http://www.razdaz.co.uk
mailto:info@razdaz.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/henstridgesummerfestival/
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 Strawberry Cake 

A fresh fruit filled sponge – 

anticipating the strawberry 

season. 

There are two basic sponge 

cake recipes – one with 

butter or margarine – often 

called a  Victoria sponge as 

enjoyed by Queen Victoria - 

and the other a fatless 

sponge. 

A fatless sponge makes a good 

vehicle for cream and fruit but can 

be more tricky to make. Both types 

of cake will freeze unfilled. Fill the 

same day they are to be eaten. 

Victoria sponge: This is a basic all-

in-one recipe so called because the 

ingredients are all mixed together at the 

same time rather than first creaming the 

butter and sugar.  Best eaten the same or 

the next day.  Traditionally eaten with a 

jam & cream or butter cream filling and the 

top kept plain. For a strawberry cake fill 

and top with strawberries and cream. 

Prepare two 20cm (8”) round tins by 

lightly greasing inside with butter or oil, 

and lining the base with baking 

parchment.    Preheat the oven to 170C  

(gas 3) or fan oven 160C 

Ingredients: 

6 oz (175 g) self-raising flour 

1 rounded teaspoon baking powder 

3 large eggs 

6 oz (175 g) golden caster sugar 

6 oz (175 g) butter, very soft at room 

temperature 

½ teaspoon vanilla extract 

Sieve the flour and put into a large mixing 

bowl with the other ingredients.  Mix all 

together with an electric mixer or beat with 

a wooden spoon, until just smooth. The 

mixture should drop off the spoon when 

tapped against the side of the bowl.  If the 

mixture is too stiff then add a tablespoon 

of water or milk and mix again.   

Divide the mixture between the two tins 

and smooth lightly so the mixture is 

spread evenly across each tin.   Bake near 

the middle of the oven for 25 to 30min, and 

do not open the oven for the first 20min or 

the cakes may sink.  The cakes should be 

light golden brown. Then test quickly by 

lightly pressing the top of the cake – if 

cooked it should spring back and have 

begun to shrink around the edge of the tin. 

If not quite springy give the cake 5 more 

mins. If one has cooked faster because of 

the position in the oven, give the slower 

cake an extra 5mins.  

Once out of the oven give them a few 

minutes to cool a little then run a knife 

round the edge of the tin loosening the 

cake. Tip the cakes onto a wire cooling 

rack and peel the paper off the bottom of 

the cakes to let them cool.   
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https://www.deliaonline.com/ingredient/flour
https://www.deliaonline.com/ingredient/eggs
https://www.deliaonline.com/ingredient/sugars-and-syrups
https://www.deliaonline.com/ingredient/butter
https://www.deliaonline.com/ingredient/butter
https://www.deliaonline.com/ingredient/vanilla-extract
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Keep in Touch! 

Keep in touch with all the local ac-

tivities - look for Henstridge Village 

Hall on Facebook, or check out the 

“events” in Nextdoor Henstridge or 

check the signboards outside the 

Village Hall or the Bird in Hand. 

Life is restarting in the village!  The Vil-

lage Hall is opening for most of its 

groups mid May. 

The contact for each group is on the last 

page of the magazine.  Hope to see you at:- 

Art Club 

Yoga 

Loose Ends 

Jazzercise 

Book Club 

Line Dancing 

WI meetings 

 

Or just for a walk around the Recreation 

Ground on a nice day! 
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Ingredients for the fatless sponge: 

 4 medium size eggs,   

4oz (120g) caster sugar, 

 4oz (120g)plain  flour sieved ,  

a tablespoon of warm water. 

This recipe was given to me in the 1960s. 

The secret of success I was told was to 

separate the egg yolks and whites, beat the 

egg whites separately adding a tablespoon 

of the sugar when the eggs whites were 

nearly firm, making a soft meringue like 

mixture. This does seem to work more 

reliably than beating the whole egg until 

light. Once the whites are beaten then beat 

the egg yolks with the remaining sugar 

until very thick and pale in colour.  Add a 

tablespoon of water and beat again. Fold 

in the sieved flour and the egg whites 

using a metal spoon - cut into the egg yolk 

mixture lift and fold gently trying not to 

knock out any air.  I sieve the flour in as it 

mixes more easily. 

Pour into two  8” (20cm) round sandwich 

tins lightly greased and lined with baking 

paper, and bake for 25 min at 180C , (170C 

fan).  If you want to divide the mixture to 

make three thinner cakes they will cook in 

15min approx.  This will give thinner 

layers useful for a gateau filled with fruit 

and cream. 

The filling:  Double cream (300ml is 

enough for one cake) whipped with a little 

caster or icing sugar (to taste), and a little 

vanilla essence may be added to make 

Chantilly cream - good with strawberries.  

When whipping double cream be very 

careful not to overbeat – stop once it holds 

its shape, or you can finish up with a 

buttery runny mixture.  Use whipping 

cream for a less rich filling. Or use 

mascarpone cream cheese and mix with 

icing sugar to taste.  

Make sure the fruit is washed and dry and 

large berries sliced. Layer with the cream 

filling and decorate with swirls of cream 

and more strawberries.  Keep in the fridge 

and eat asap once filled and decorated. 

Delicious.  

Jenny Bartholomew 

MB Electrical – Part P Registered 

Mike Barnes domestic electrical work  
& PAT testing 

Telephone: 01963 363133 or 07966 108590 

Summer Recipe continued 
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 Amateur radio 

What is Amateur Radio? 

Amateur Radio is a unique and fascinating hobby that captivates millions of people 

around the world. It appeals to everybody from the normal person in the street to 

politicians, kings and queens. The hobby is hugely varied from people playing with 

old valve radios, using digital radio, through to those talking to the International 

Space Station. 

Amateur radio, also known as ham radio, is the use of radio frequency spectrum 

for purposes of non-commercial exchange of messages, wireless experimentation, 

self-training, private recreation, radio sport contesting, and emergency communica-

tion. The term "amateur" is used to specify "a duly authorised person interested in 

radio electric practice with a purely personal aim and without pecuniary interest; 

(either direct monetary or other similar reward) and to differentiate it from com-

mercial broadcasting, public safety (such as police and fire), or professional two-

way radio services (such as maritime, aviation, taxis, etc.). 

It might mean talking to your friends by radio, it might mean talking to people 

halfway round the world, or with someone who replied to a call. 

You can link your radio to a computer, you may wish to learn Morse which will make 

long distance contacts easier and will overcome some difficulties if you do not have a 

common language. Over 50 amateur satellites have been launched, usually piggy-backed 

on a commercial satellite launch or de-

ployed by hand from the space shuttle. 

A more serious side of the hobby is using 

amateur radio to provide communications 

for sports events in the countryside, or 

emergency situations when snow or flood-

ing cause disruption to transport and com-

munications. 

Why Ham Radio? 

At the turn of the 20th century, the terms 

"ham" and "plug" were used by landline 

telegraphers to describe an operator "who 

lacks ability" or who had poor or "ham fist-

ed" skills. By 1881, it had been alleged by 

telegrapher unions and trade groups that 

companies were employing "ham" opera-

tors who were negligent or incompetent. 

These unskilled operators were described as 

either drinking alcohol while working, irre-
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_frequency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_spectrum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-commercial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wireless
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radiosport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contesting
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/pecuniary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commercial_broadcasting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commercial_broadcasting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two-way_radio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two-way_radio
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sponsible teenage boys, or merely having very little ability. Their miscommunication was 

blamed for causing severe train wrecks. Railroad executives during this era were also 

accused of hiring unskilled operators to save money and were said to be accepting bribes 

from telegraph schools to hire unqualified students. These disreputable telegraph schools 

were referred to as "ham factories.”  

Early radio (initially known as wireless telegraphy) included many former wire telegraph 

operators, and within the new service "ham" was employed as a pejorative term by pro-

fessional radiotelegraph operators to suggest that amateur enthusiasts were unskilled. In 

"Floods and Wireless" by Hanby Carver, from the August 1915 Technical World Magazine, 

the author noted "Then someone thought of the 'hams'. This is the name that the commer-

cial wireless service has given to amateur operators. 

Use of "ham" as a slur by professionals continued, however. A letter from a Western Un-

ion Telegraph Company employee, printed in the December 1919 edition QST, showed 

familiarity with the word's negative connotations, expressing concern that "Many un-

knowing land wire telegraphers, hearing the word 'amateur' applied to men connected 

with wireless, regard him as a 'ham' or 'lid’”. But many other amateurs increasingly 

adopted the word "ham" to describe their hobby and themselves during this period, em-

bracing the word that was originally an insult. 

In the late 70’s and 80’s when CB radio was prevalent; was when I started using radios. 

First on imported AM sets from America and then onto the later FM sets that you could 

buy in this country. We used them to talk to likeminded people across the area, making 

friends on the way, as well as helping scouts etc to organise night hikes across Dorset, 

using them as a way of tracking the location of the teams to ensure that they stayed safe 

throughout the night. When my personal circumstances changed in the 90’s the radios 

where put away and not used, eventually being sold. 

And so, into 2020 and the Covid situation, people were having to go into lockdown and 

starting to feel isolated. Several nets (groups of people talking on a single frequency) 

started to appear and a friend “badgered” me to join in, this rekindled my interest in the 

hobby and with the exams changing to 

online rather than a weekend event I decid-

ed to to my foundation licence and become 

a registered amateur radio operator. I am 

now regularly on the radio talking to peo-

ple across the area. 

For further information, please contact Guy 

Kinder gkinder2808@gmail.com 

 

Amateur Radio continued 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wireless_telegraphy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pejorative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reclaimed_word
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reclaimed_word
mailto:gkinder2808@gmail.com
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 In 2015, “Wot’s On” published the following article featuring The Bird’s Mark & 

Chris. We have recently added another chapter to this extraordinary story 

Life Behind Bars: Mark and Chris Williams 

Mark and Chris Williams are probably best known as the friendly faces behind 

the bar of our local pub, The Bird in Hand. 

Mark was born in Chirk, North Wales to a Welsh father and English Mother. At 

the age of 3, he lived in Gresford (Near Shrewsbury and Wrexham). About a year 

later, his father moved his job (a medic) to North Devon where the family rented 

a house in Instow. Mark’s family bought a house in Braunton, and grew up there, 

staying until he was 18.  

During the next 14 year period, he went to a school around Lyme Regis. Upon 

finishing his education in the area, he decided to go to Bristol University where he 

undertook a course in Business Studies and Law. He sadly failed these courses, 

and didn’t have much luck with computers either, so Mark decided to take time 

out for a while.  

Over the next 18 months, Mark spent his time hitch-hiking around Europe. When 

he returned, he discovered his passion for the catering industry. At the age of 21, 

he enrolled in a course at Cheltenham College in Hotel Management. He took a 3 

year sandwich course, which meant he was based at the college, and was found 

work in a local family hotel for a year. He spent the second year at a 4 star hotel/

Trust House, near to the “Trip to Jerusalem Pub”. He returned to Cheltenham for the 

final year where he developed a friendship 

with his now wife, Christine. 

Christine was given a placement in Cardiff, 

while he was placed in Lewes, Sussex. At this 

point, they were, as Mark describes, “Just 

good friends”. Mark was put in charge of the 

hotel, while the manager was on holiday, and 

was phoned by the barman on his evening off. 

The barman explained to Mark that a party of 

Londoners had arrived and wanted to know 

why the drinks were more expensive than 

they were in London. Mark told the barman to 

give them a round “On the House” while he 

went to investigate. He opened up the books 

and discovered that there was a substantial 

mark up on the drinks, while he was working 

for a low wage. At this point, he decided he 

wanted to run his own business. 

He phoned Christine and they agreed to hand 

their notices in as they wanted to be together. 

They moved in with Chris’ mum at Newport, 
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and decided they wanted to move to the West Country. Eventually, they found the Bird 

in Hand, and moved in on the 12th May 1981.  

They bought the ‘Bird’ from a German ice skater. The pub was closed by the brewery in 

the mid 1970’s, and had been bought and renovated by the couple who then wanted to 

sell it on.  

Mark was 25 and Chris was 23, and the pair was new to the village and had recently be-

come engaged. Further renovations took place which included moving the main bar from 

where the fireplace is now, and opening up the snug bar where the Dart Board is now. It 

was originally closed off, like a hideaway. The public bar was in the same place, and 

there was a wall by the toilet. The licence was changed to include sales of spirits after 

previously selling Cider and Beer.  

One of Mark’s memories was of the first winter he and Chris faced in the pub. There was 

a power cut on a cold, winter’s night, and they had to all work together and get the logs 

from the ally in the back. When the power came back on, Mark had to return to work as 

the pub was very messy. He describes that day as when they really became accepted in 

the village.  

An ex Dorset Foods employee, Andy Cook, approached Mark and suggested managing 

External Bars. Mark ran the Outside Bars business while Andy managed “The Bird”. This 

continued until Andy eventually left to branch out on his own, running the Green Man.  

In February 1983, a friend of Mark’s, Guy Newell, returned to visit Mark after some time 

in Greece. They had a long talk and Mark gave him the idea of starting the “Beer Seller” 

business. Mark could have got involved, but there were various other things that Mark 

needed to do at the time, and left Guy to it. Guy has since become the managing director 

of Butcombe Brewery! 

Faye was born in 1987, and Owen was born in 1989, and it was important for Chris and 

Mark to have family time. A loyal customer at the 

time suggested to Mark and Chris that he would 

live in the pub while they moved out for family 

time. Tony Pond, and his wife Lin, came in and 

helped run the pub while Mark and Chris did out-

side bars and functions. Chris’ mum looked after the 

children. Mark also took on a new challenge, man-

aging Digby Hall, for tender. This led Mark to be-

come a very busy man, having the Bird in Hand, 

Outside Bars and Digby Hall.  

Mark and Chris decided to let Digby Hall and the 

Outside Bar business go, which bought Mark back 

into the main frame of the pub. Chris said she 

would take care of the kitchen and the books, while 

Mark ran the main bar. Chris’ mum was also in 

charge of the cleaning. The pub then became more 

Local Business continued 
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of a family business. 

Mark also says that two influential people in his early time at Henstridge were Peter Jack-

son and Don Biddiscombe. They were always great help to Mark, and he says it was a 

privilege to have been able to know them both. Without them, Mark would have strug-

gled in his early time in the village. 

One of Mark’s most humorous memories of “The Bird” was one Christmas Eve when he 

bought a pantomime horse from a fancy dress shop. Himself, and Don decided to dress 

up as a horse and jockey. Being the horse, Mark led the way as the front of the horse, and 

the late Harry Dorran bought up the rear as they walked through the front door of the 

pub. As they walked in, Mark heard a loud “Bang”. Not knowing what it was, he kept 

walking. When he was through, he took the costume off and saw that he had misjudged 

the height, and Don had crashed at the doorframe! Boxing Day came, and the Pony and 

Trap drivers were passing by. Mark decided to give it another go. Everything went well, 

until they got to the steps of the pub (They had walked round from the alley). They sud-

denly felt someone nudging them. Having managed the door (working out the height 

issue), they took off the costume. One of the drivers was pushing them down the steps to 

try and make them trip up! 

Mark says that over the past 33 years, there has been lots of fun and silliness, good times 

and bad times. He also says that there is a huge pride and responsibility for running The 

Bird in Hand and being at the heart of village life. He would like to thank everyone 

(Football, Cricket, Skittles, Darts, Book clubs, Women’s Institute etc.) that has helped 

Mark and Chris keep the pub going. They would like to say thank you to all their custom-

ers throughout their time in the pub. 

By Jack Wilkins 

Local Business continued 



 

 Page 31 

 

Spring 2021 

What a spectacularly eventful year this is proving to be for the Williams family. In March, 

Chris & Mark announced their retirement and their decision to sell The Bird, sending 

shock waves around the village. It had simply not occurred to some people that this had 

to happen at some stage. Perhaps Mark’s boyish charms! had hidden the fact that he was 

certainly at retirement age. However most of us, while anxious about who would be the 

next landlord, were pleased for Mark & Chris that they were giving up their burdensome 

work schedule. 

No sooner had the retirement announcement been made when disaster struck. Mark fell 

off a ladder in his garage breaking his heel and damaging a number of vertebrae. Several 

weeks in Yeovil General were followed by a short stay in Wincanton Community Hospi-

tal before being allowed home in a spinal brace. 

And then there is May 12th. 40 years occupation of the Bird! Does anyone know of another 

pub under the same ownership for 40 years? An extraordinary achievement. A pity that 

we won’t be able to celebrate the occasion as we would have liked but covid restrictions 

will keep The Bird closed until May 17th. 

The Bird is an institution in Henstridge. The fact that there is such anxiety about who will 

take over the pub is an indication of the importance of the relationship between The Bird 

and the people of this village. This is more than simply a place to eat and drink. Hugo 

summed it up perfectly when describing the Bird as “the living room of the village” This 

is entirely down to the characters that are Chris & Mark. 

We wish them well in their retirement. They have earned it. 

John Graham 
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 The Henstridge Flyers WI  

Henstridge Flyers WI 

The Henstridge Flyers have had their 

wings severely clipped over the past 

year!  Even so, we have managed to 

keep in touch with one another, 

through Zoom and sometimes, at a 

distance, in person. We have arranged 

a book club, an art club and a Tuesday 

chat all on Zoom.   

Last Summer we had two table sales and 

managed to raise some much needed funds.  

As we did not have the expense of speakers 

for our meetings, we have been able to treat 

our members.  They have all enjoyed cream 

teas and Valentine chocolate cakes, courtesy 

of Thyme after Time, a fish and chips 

supper in a garden, a cream tea at Castle 

Gardens, and several deliveries of goody 

bags.  We gave away white ribbons outside 

the shop to raise awareness of Violence against Women, and sent a donation to a local 

Women’s refuge. We collected gifts to fill two shoe boxes which were sent to the YMCA 

and a homelessness charity.  Recently we delivered handmade posies to the Primary 

school to show our appreciation to all the staff for looking after the village children. 

While some WIs have gone to the wall, we have continued, and even managed to attract 

new members.  We are making plans for a big outside party in the Summer, so fingers 

crossed. 

Sue Latimer, secretary  01963 365765 

susanlatimer155@gmail  

Henstridge Line Dancers 

By the time you get this copy we will hopefully have been dancing for a while. It will still 

be small groups twice a week, and only for dancers who have already attended.  Stay 

safe, we are nearly there. 

Ros Browning— 01963 363016 

CAMEO 

As of this moment, I am still not sure if we will start up yet. If you normally attend, could 

you please ring me and tell me what you think. 

Stay safe. 

Ros Browning—01963 363016 

 

C
lu

b
s
 &

 S
o

c
ie

t
ie

s
 



 

 Page 33 

 

News From the Lions’ Den    

Well!! the Blackmore Vale Lions are back and roaring to go !! 

It’s hard to believe that we are already well into 2021. 

Unfortunately Covid prevented us from being active out there with 

our usual activities but we are now planning ahead and hopefully 

you will see us soon at local events. 

During the shutdown we have been able to help some individuals who were in need and 

have made substantial donations to our local food banks. We were able to fund the 

purchase of an emergency alert system for our local blood bikes who are saviours for so 

many people requiring urgent blood and medicines. 

We will be focusing on increasing our membership as we must increase our membership 

to be fully active. One casualty of our low membership could be the Xmas float which has 

been run for over 30 years. We are currently overhauling it ready for the Xmas season but 

we may have to limit its use unless we are fortunate enough to find more members. I 

know that this will be a big disappointment to so many. 

Please give a thought to joining us, especially new people to the area as this is a good 

way to learn more about the area and make new friends. Should you be interested please 

call me on 01963 363281,or by email to peter.oswick@btinternet.com. 

As ever our motto is “we serve”. 

Lion Peter Oswick 

Henstridge Book Club 

By the time you read this, the Book Club will 

have held its first meeting in person, in the 

Bird. Like every other club, we have missed 

our evenings together and are happy to be 

allowed “out-out” once again. 

We are happy to see each other and would 

love to welcome some new faces.  Come and 

join the book club if you like to read crime 

fiction, and to solve the problems of the world 

in the pub!  We usually meet on the third 

Wednesday of each month at 7:45 at the Bird 

in Hand.  We try to read new authors, new 

times, new countries… but still in the crime 

fiction / espionage genre.  Come along one 

evening, or if you would like more 

information, please contact: 

Gail Cullum 01963 362878 

Clubs & Societies  continued 
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The Art Group 

Meets informally at the Village Hall.  Contact Liz Holbrook for more information. 

Liz Holbrook 

 

Loose Ends 

HURRAH! By the time you read this, Loose Ends will have restarted our regular Friday 

coffee mornings.  It will be wonderful to meet again, in the village hall or on the patio if 

the weather permits, to enjoy each other’s company, eat cake and drink coffee! 

We have been offered some “spill-over” space into the main hall if we need it, so we are 

able to meet safely even in the rain! Do come along and join us on a Friday morning from 

10:30 am until 12:00. 

Watch for notices on Nextdoor Henstridge and the noticeboard at the Village Hall for any 

more information.  Hope to see you on a Friday morning sometime soon. 

Gail and Simon Cullum – 01963 362878 

gailpcullum@gmail.com 

News from the Hive 

Have you ever been bungee jumping? If you have you will know the feeling when you 

are being held back by the rope and that is exactly what is happening to bees in hives all 

over the country this spring. The longer days, warmer sunshine and emerging flowers 

usually mean all systems go. This year has been different so far. Warm sunny days in 

March and a wonderful show of primroses and gorse meant those of us who had 

overwintered flew out and about to collect nectar and pollen to feed the brood that was 

beginning to develop. The Queen in each hive was laying and Ken had been to visit and 

had given us a bit more space and a few frames of new comb to occupy us on wet days. 

He was also beginning to plan his observation hive for our first trips to see the public 

when chilly winds and even colder nights arrived in April. 

The oil seed rape is flowering well but we can’t make the most of it because it is too cold 

to fly for too long and we have to work much harder to keep our precious brood warm. 

These new bees will take our places when our working days are over and need all the 

care we can give them. Usually by now the Queen is laying 1500 eggs a day but 

beekeepers are all reporting low levels of eggs in frames and smaller sized Queens. We 

are all responsible for the wellbeing of our colony and hope that as the weather warms 

up we can feed the Queen more so that she can start laying again. Ken is making sure 

that we have enough stores to help us survive. He is also raring to go but has to wait till it 

warms up or he will do more harm than good. He has a new mentee who is waiting for 

her first glimpse inside a hive and is supporting others who have started beekeeping over 

the last few years.  There is still honey for sale so don’t panic. It was very popular at The 

Eat Cary festival on 1st May and we look forward to meeting you somewhere this 

summer.  Ken Jeanes - 01963 370798 lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

Clubs & Societies continued 
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 Blackmore Vale U3A 

BBC 3 has recently held a week-long celebration of Stravinsky. You 

may enjoy the channel’s “Composer of the Week”. 

Now continue that Russian theme with Professor Gerald Seaman, a 

well-known international authority on Russian music. His career 

gave him a unique insight into the Russian system of music education, being able to visit 

music specialist schools (an exceedingly rare experience for Western visitors), to attend 

the Union of Soviet Composers and meet with many outstanding musicians including 

Shostakovich  

To hear Gerald’s stories, the Zoom talk is on Tuesday 6th July at 3pm. For how to link 

into this or if you would like to share you newly acquired lockdown skills with u3a 

groups please contact Susan Kidd skiddsbvu3a@gmail.com. 

These talks are open to everyone so if you are not a member please contact Susan Kidd on 

01963 362107. 

National u3a Day 

Wednesday 2nd June 

Celebrating 40 years of the u3a, 

Blackmore Vale branch is taking to the airways. 

Fingers crossed our members will be interviewed on 

 BBC Radio Somerset. So, tune in & guess the members! 

Henstridge Sports Club 

Unfortunately there is still nothing to report as there is no football or Cricket in the village 

at present. We hold kits & equipment to assist teams & can offer financial support if 

required. 

Steve Penny 
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 STAND UP AND BE COUNTED!  

"At a time when nostalgia for Victorian 

country life is waxing strong, it is 

important that we do not allow 

sentiment to cloud reality - A greater 

use of census material would, I believe, 

act as a useful corrective." [Pamela Horn 

Local Historian Vol 15] 

 2021 is a census year and the 

population has been counted!  Census, a 

method of tallying up the population, 

the number of people living in one area, 

happens every ten years in the UK. 

Whilst statisticians and other number 

crunchers can do the maths, the detailed 

information provided is embargoed, blocked 

for one hundred years. This is the reason 

genealogists, researchers and other interested 

persons can only consult the detailed 

information in the 1921 census from January 

2022 onwards!  

The first UK census was taken over two hundred and twenty years ago in 1801, followed 

by sporadic nationwide coverage over the subsequent decades, until 1841 when the first 

national door-to-door paper records were created. Each district in the UK is sub divided 

into registrar districts, based on the birth, death, and marriage structure already in 

existence with parish registrations. The districts covered by the first enumerators in 1841 

were a further sub division of the same system, identified by parish, village, town, and 

sub sections of a city, set to a standard size of 200 houses. Henstridge comes under the 

Wincanton area.  Rural census areas were set up so the over worked enumerator did not 

have to walk more than fifteen miles! 

Census returns hold a wealth of information which historians can put to good use.  A 

fuller census in 1851 introduced categories for age, status, occupation, place of residence, 

physical disabilities, and location specific birth places, rather than just a county. Using 

the census can give a quantitative method of studying the population which can 

highlight and prove or disprove trends. As a number crunching exercise, it can throw up 

an array of demographic trends and provide information on social and economic 

changes, especially when looking at occupation, marriage patterns and birthplace. 

Certain factors to keep in mind when dealing with census material: -  

(a) It is a snapshot of one day in one year in one decade. 

(b) Enumerators often veered from the written instructions meaning administration was 

often haphazard, lapse and misleading. 

(c) Shortcomings of the census enumerator whose remit was to record all occupations 

means there is a need to watch out for under recordings of women and children in work.
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(d) Problems with the term 'household,' as lodgers, widowers and widows could be 

recorded as separate 'households' or included as one unit, obscuring the full picture of 

the actual numbers in a household. 

(e)  Census districts can change over time thus giving an element of difficulty when 

doing a temporal study. 

Demography 

To study the population in a scientific way is called demography, that is population as a 

mass, counted and measured for a statistical analysis, rather than personal study of the 

individual. Census returns are the main source used for measuring and analysing 

population changes. General population change is affected by a number of different 

variables including high or low mortality or fertility rates, age of marriage and migration.  

Census information can throw up new influencing factors, not available in parish 

registers, for example local variations in migration, employment patterns and birth rates, 

to discover whether age, birth place or condition (marriage) play a role in changing or 

moving the population to new areas.  Historians and demographers share interests in 

certain historical periods, like the First World War and pandemics, which cause 

significant population fluctuations such as high mortality rates. 

Population growth accelerated in the UK after 1750 from around 6.7 million to 8.89 

million in 1801.   Industrialisation and rural migration to newly industrialising cities and 

towns resulted in a mass influx of people squashed into a particular area. The 

consequences producing higher demands for housing and facilities and leading to 

overcrowding and failing public health standards. Over the next fifty years population 

growth exploded and by 1851 in England and Wales was recorded at 17,927,609, a 

growth rate of 65% since 1801, when numbers were 8,892,536.  Similarly, the population 

of Somerset in 1801 was 273,577 rising by 63% to 443,916 in 1851. During the same period, 

the population of Henstridge increased, rising by 40.5 % - from 827 people in 1801 to 

1,162 in 1851.  The growth 

rate peaked thirty years later 

in 1881 and did not reach the 

same figure again until the 

1970's, when Riverside 

Gardens and Woodhayes 

extension was built.  

Time to investigate what 

census 1851 for Henstridge reveals and to explore the potential causes of a growing 

population. Earlier marriages may be an attributable factor, however the four key areas 

to investigate here are industrialisation, economic migration, death and birth rates. The 

most obvious transformation is the size of the built environment and can be measured 

over time by the ratio of people to houses.  In 1851 much more of the land was covered 

with trees, open space, and fields, as only round 20% of a total acreage of 4,253 was 

occupied by people and housing. Now, a population of nearly 2,000 [1,814 in 2011] lives 

in approximately 900 houses. This has increased significantly, even over a period of 30 

Henstridge History continued 
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years when in 1990s a population of 1,443 were 

occupying some 700 houses.  In 1851 there were 1,162 

people crammed into just 264 houses or put another 

way 107 households living in 264 houses. Wakeford 

quotes even fewer houses saying 213 in 1852.   The 

Tithe map of 1839 shows most are concentrated in the 

heart of the village; the High Street, Townsend, 

Southmead Lane, as well as Ash End and Whitchurch 

Lane (not shown.) Separate hamlets of Yenston, 

Bowden and the Marsh.  The main roads in and out of 

the village were turnpiked and tolls charged for users. 

These were collected by Ann Kingston at Turnpike 

House on the A357 at Landshire Lane Crossroads 

and by Benjamin Hayward at the Turnpike House on 

the A30 Shaftesbury Road.  

It was the job of enumerator John Frith to count the people of the parish of Henstridge in 

1851.  John Frith, a landed proprietor lived close to Whitchurch Lane in Yenston and 

counted himself last in the census – good job he remembered!  Interestingly John Frith 

tallied up the number of people living in the parish in 1851 as 1,174. Having tabled each 

one recorded in this census, the count comes out at 1,162 and this number is used in 

subsequent analysis.  John Frith came from Yenston, yet he mysteriously chose to start his 

route at the house of Eli Mullet the thatcher, in the middle of Henstridge. He immediately 

forgot one of the cardinal rules from the long list given to enumerators, which was to 

record the addresses!   

Migration and the origins of the people in Henstridge in 1851? 

Mass migration to newly industrialising towns between 1801-1851 is a largely accepted 

theory.  What about countering this trend to discover the migration patterns into 

Henstridge, a small rural Somerset village in 1851. Using the birthplaces from the census 

to find the number of Henstridge born versus non-Henstridge born to establish an overall 

trend. Ordering the birthplaces into distances from the parish forms seven categories.  

Five people said they were born overseas. (1) Mary Bulgin aged 59, wife of Phillip a 56-

year-old agricultural labourer, told John Frith she was born in Newfoundland.  Living in 

Yenston with her husband and four children, Elizabeth, John, Louisa, and Henry, all of 

whom were born in Henstridge, is there is an interesting story to be researched here? NO! 

For sure strong connections existed linking the west country fishing industry to Canada, 

especially Sturminster Newton, Poole and Newfoundland. However, perhaps Mary was 

not born in Canada?  Census 1841 records ‘Somerset’ as the county of birth next to Mary’s 

name but ‘Somerset’ is also recorded as the birthplace of Francis Ryall.  (see later) Mary’s 

maiden name was Cook and a ‘Mary Cook’ recorded as baptised in Long Ashton near 

Bristol.  Perhaps to Mary this was ‘new found lands’ meaning she may not have known 

the name of it? Or even new found lands - a fresh place?  (2) Elizabeth Mullet aged 30 was 

an unmarried house servant to farmers George and James Lewis, brothers and partners 

Henstridge History continued 
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 farming 

the 300 acres at Pond Farm. Elizabeth is recorded as 

being born, in what appears to be, the East Indies. 

Unable to confirm this.  (3 & 4) Two small children 

Nelson and Clara House born in Ballinghessig, Cork, 

Ireland and along with their mother Selina House were 

lodging with butcher William Ford and his wife Eliza at 

Whitchurch. Despite extensive searching of records all 

three seemed to have disappeared without a trace.   (5) 

Francis Ryall 20-year-old son of Henstridge born 

carpenter William aged 60 and Mary aged 55, was 

recorded as born in St Albans, Jersey.  Confirmed in 

baptism records for St Brelade, Jersey, Francis, son of 

William and Mary Ryall was born on 5th August 1830 

and baptised 5th September 1830. His godfather 

registered as Charles Hill and godmother Judith 

Valabala.  An interesting family history to be traced here.   So just three people actually 

confirmed as born overseas, that is in Jersey and Ireland not in any then named ‘foreign’ 

parts! 

A joker in the pack?! Whilst Jane Lambert aged 55, unmarried servant of Nathaniel 

Bridges, may have been confused as she is recorded as not knowing where she was born, 

John Frith had originally left this blank but when questioned filled it in with ‘unknown.’ 

Rebecca Hockey 14-year-old daughter of 

Yenston butcher Joseph and Elizabeth 

Hockey is recorded as being born at 

Buckingham Palace!  Parish registers show 

she was actually baptised in Henstridge on 

25 June 1837.   

Over a quarter, 25.7% or 299 people in 

Henstridge in 1851, were born within 10 

miles of the parish, while a smaller 

proportion 9.2 % or 108 people were 

recorded as born in the counties of Somerset, 

Dorset, and Wiltshire. An even tinier 

percentage 4.4% or 26 individuals recorded 

as being born in a location in the rest of the 

UK.   This means a staggering 62.2% or 723 

individuals were born in the parish. 

Parishioners did not travel far in their lives, 

living and dying here without ever leaving. 

It was not until the First World War that 

many departed and sadly some for the first 
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and final time.  It is clear the largest proportion of migrants had not travelled far either 

within 10 miles of the parish or a smaller group from Somerset or the neighbouring 

countries of Dorset and Wiltshire. Those furthest travelled tended to be economic 

migrants of the professional or independent means, farmers or crafts and trades people. 

People of independent means were very few in Henstridge in 1851, most people were 

employed, and the majority worked for someone else. Only eleven people of 

independent means, and all migrants except one. Living with farmer George Hooper of 

Yenston Wyndham Foot from Lydney in Gloucestershire and Ann Evans from Wiltshire, 

both landed proprietors. Charles Young, a ‘gentleman’ from Fontmell Magna visiting 

farmer James Hunt and George Hiscock, father of farmer James Hiscock from 

Templecombe. Sarah Benjafield, a widow from Yenston was a landed proprietor of independent 

means and aged 85 was also the oldest resident in the parish.  

Economic migrants 

Clerical Appointments 

 Vicar Nathaniel Bridges originally from Essex and his wife Alice from London, John 

Bustard, aged 67 was a ‘retired’ Wesleyan Minister from Sheffield in Yorkshire and 

Hannah, his wife from Shoreham in Sussex. Thomas Greenway an ‘Independent 

Minister Nyland,’ originally from Purton in Wiltshire and his wife Anne from 

Monmouthshire Wales.  Northampton born Thomas Marriott is listed as the Rector of 

Stowell, living at Bowden with wife Elizabeth and their three children. Like Nathaniel 

Bridges, they also had three servants: Elizabeth Galpin, 71 years old, Mona Lambert and 

16-year-old Elizabeth Bay from Stowell.   Findings suggest distance was not a factor for 

migration of the clergy rather it was a professional career move, so moving to Henstridge 

for socio-economic reasons.  

Farmers 

Land-based occupations formed the main employment for most people in Henstridge 

where farmers were big employers. Most of the farms situated on the outlying areas of 

the parish at the Marsh, Townsend, Toomer, Bowden, Whitchurch and Yenston.  The 

largest farm was Toomer Farm of 339 acres farmed by Charles Bugg, followed by Pond 

Farm of 300 acres being farmed by brothers George and James Lewis with enough work 

to employ 8 men and 1 boy. There were thirteen large farms of between 100-199 acres and 

30 under 100 acres.  In 1851 there were 43 farmers employing 

over 80 regular labourers to work the land, as well as seasonal 

workers and dairymen, dairymaids, gamekeepers and 

shepherds.   It may come as a surprise to learn that farmers were 

another group, largely made up of migrants, with 33 out of 43 

farmers coming from outside of the parish.  Of the ten born in 

the parish, one was widow Marie Hooper farming at Bowden (55 

acres).  21 of the migrant farmers were born within 10 miles of 

the parish, 11 from within Somerset, Dorset, and Wiltshire and 

the furthest travelled were William Green farming 30 acres from 

Andover in Hampshire and Elizabeth White wife of farmer 
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George White from Chelmsford, Essex.  Migrant farmers helped to play an important role 

in the life of the village and economy.  

Crafts and trades 

Crafts and trades were given as occupations for 94 people. A lively mix of occupations 

including milling, thatching, bakery, butchery alongside blacksmiths, builders, carpenters 

and sawyers and a lime burner. Besides the village saddler there were four cord-wainers 

working with leather, shoe makers and textile makers such as dress makers, tailors, and a 

straw bonnet maker. There was a cooper, a clock and watch maker, and seven stone 

masons as well as a tin man, using sheets of tin to create kettles, pots and pans.  More 

than half of these, 51 trades and crafts people were born in Henstridge whilst 43 were 

migrants from outside of the parish.  Just under a third of this migrant group of 29 people 

were from within 10 miles, 8 from within the three neighbouring counties and 6 from the 

rest of the UK. 

Tradesmen worked in the parish using or creating local materials such as George Grimes 

and his lime burner. Based in Lime Kiln Lane he worked on the process of heating 

limestone in his kiln to produce materials such as plaster for house building purposes.  

Carpenter William Case was paid £1 16s and 5d for repairing the over-used and worn-out 

village stocks in 1833! Although thatched houses are less evident in the village today, in 

1851 there was enough work here for three thatchers.  

The economy of Henstridge 

Diversity in the economy was important for stimulating growth and there was a good 

mix of crafts, trades, and commercial 

enterprise. Miller William Burge grinding 

wheat into flour for the village bakers, 

Charles Green originally from Marnhull, 

Thomas Lemon from Stourton Caundle, 

James Whittle from Chesil and one 

homegrown baker, William Benjafield 

from Yenston. Meat could be purchased 

from village butchers Samuel Frost and 

William Ford, or from the Yenston 

butchers Joseph Hockey, Samuel Evans 

and Samuel Eavis.  Groceries from Harry 

Martin, a master grocer, or from Edith, his 

wife running a draper’s shop selling 

goods such as cloth, buttons and thread. 

Various other items could be purchased 

from shopkeepers Robert Rogers, Mary 

Hobbs, Sophia Beggar, Robert Morgan in 

Vale Street and Thomas Fish who had a 

shop at Whitchurch to keep butcher 

William Ford company.  Ely Loder was 
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the local Shephard and he lived at Ash End.   Yenston had amongst its numbers a retired 

shipwright James Hooker from Sheerness in Kent as well as the wonderfully named Jubal 

Cain Jordon, a patient medical proprietor from Bodmin in Cornwall. On census day Sarah 

Cozens, a tea dealer from Blandford was visiting the Jordans. 

Parishioners could be kept well supplied with intoxicating liquor should they require a 

tipple at the Virginia Ash kept by the widower Charles How, his three daughters and 

various live-in staff. The Bird in Hand was run by the Gregory brothers, John and George 

and Robert Woodford, possibly an inn keeper at the Fountain. John Hobbs was the local 

cooper, making and repairing casks and barrels.    Should anyone fancy a drop of cider, 

William Andrews was the man to pass the time of day with, the local cider dealer located 

on the A30 Turnpike Road.   Meanwhile if you did not know the time of day, perhaps 

after a visit to William Andrews, or because your watch had stopped, then a trip to Ash 

End watchmaker George Meatyard was in order.  Ladies requiring a new hat could visit 

Letitia Court, the straw bonnet maker.   If the new hat needed a new dress to match, then 

a trip to any one of the dressmakers should do the trick, either Susan Dowding, Priscilla 

Crocker or Anna Dyke would have no doubt been willing to help.   Men's clothing needs 

were met by master tailor John Thomas, or James Horder the tailor for Yenston.  Shoes 

could be purchased from George Crocker, Samuel Parsons or John Lewis still making 

shoes at 80 years old.   Meanwhile if your horse, should you have one, require new shoes, 

blacksmiths, Thomas Johnston, Michael Cox, or William Ford would have been happy to 

oblige.   James Read was your man for a new harness or saddle.  If you did not possess a 

horse, but had the necessity to require some transportation, then the aptly named carrier 

Frederick Mussel or John Kennison the local coachman could cater for your needs, 

driving passengers in his horse drawn carriage.  This horse drawn carriage possibly also 

doubled up as a sort of funeral transporter, and possibly John Kennison who was also 

recorded as a carpenter, also doubled up as a coffin maker. As Henstridge did not have 

an undertaker recorded, you can definitely assume there was someone to double up for 

that job as well. 

Farm Labourers, glovers, washerwomen, and charwomen 

Two main areas of employment were segregated into men's work and women's work, 
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agricultural labour or labouring jobs were all recorded as male work, whilst gloving listed 

for women and children, as were the roles of washer women, charwoman or laundress.  

Women employed in the gloving trade were out workers for the gloving industry in 

Stalbridge or Milborne Port.   Where 144 males gave their occupation as either farm 

labourer or labourer, 94 women and children from the same families gave their 

occupation as glovers, suggesting gloving supplemented the income from agricultural 

work. In Yenston 15 heads of households were labourers and 14 of these the wife was 

apparently not employed at all. However, John Frith may have played a blinder here, as 

his recordings of ‘agricultural labourer’s wife’ in the occupation column may well have 

obscured the reality.  Interestingly in the trades and crafts category, seven households 

record either a wife and/or children working in gloving. This may be accounted for by 

seasonal fluctuations in work such as thatching. 

Findings suggest employment figures for women may be on the low side, many may 

have formed part of a hidden work force. Child labour was outlawed in earlier laws 

including the 1833 act which made it illegal to employ a child under 9.  Augmented by 

the Factory Act of 1844 which limited the number of working hours for children aged 9 - 

13 to 6 hours per day.  The youngest glover recorded in Henstridge was 9-year-old 

Martha Shepherd of Turnpike Road (the A30).   

Did children go to school or work in Henstridge in 1851?  

Seven people were recorded as either school master or mistress, Susan Moore, Jemima 

Jacobs, Elizabeth Bolster and her son James Bolster, John Cribb, and E.J. Langston an 

unmarried 39-year-old private teacher from London. Caroline Page was a private 

governess to Augustus Woods and his brother Alfred. There were 411 young people aged 

14 and under, and 44 aged 15-16. There could be an under-recording of working children 

especially as very few children (37) are recorded as scholars and only 21 of those being in 

the aged 6-10 group. The eldest scholar was Lucinda Morgan aged 15 who was listed as a 

Sunday scholar suggesting church associations rather than weekly school attendance.  

Again, the figure of 37 could be well be much higher, had John Frith not messed it up 

again, by forgetting to record anything in the occupation column for many of the children 

in Henstridge and almost all in Yenston. There were possibly many more scholars 

attending school in the converted malthouse near the Rectory especially as there are six 

teachers recorded. [Victoria County History.] 
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Age and family size in 1851 

The age range of the overs 50s is as follows: 

Over 80s = 11 female and just 2 males.  

Overs 70s= 18 females and 13 males. 

Overs 60s =35 females and 38 males  

Over 50s = 38 females and 38 males.  

Just 193 people aged 50 and over compared with 455 aged 16 and under. Broad based 

trend may indicate the population was increasing due to lots of babies being born. The 

youngest person counted on census day was one day old unnamed infant daughter of 35-

year-old glover and single mother Mary Hyde. 

The oldest male resident was Richard Thorne an 84-year-old gardener originally from 

Langford in the Mendip hills.  Interesting he had an occupation but not surprising, as the 

length of time people worked in 1851 was much longer than today. Many people still 

working in their 70's and 80's, Susan Dowding aged 81 gave her occupation as a 

dressmaker. There was no state pension, welfare measures consisted of parish relief or the 

hated workhouse provision in Wincanton with its admittance criteria of destitution. It 

may be assumed the workhouse replaced the function of the two village poor houses at 

Ash End and Southmead Lane, however James Kennison was paid 19s 9d for thatching 

the roofs just a year after the census was taken. Many families lived in the Ash End area 

and 8 out of 27 made up the total number of parish households where either parish relief 

was being received or people were termed a ‘pauper.’  Very few, only five people actually 

said they were receiving parish relief and they were all over 60, apart from one. It is 

unknown whether John Frith recorded a ‘pauper’ as a pauper or people told him. It was 

the term used to describe someone unable to support themselves financially.  All 22 

‘paupers’ were either widowed head of households, lodgers with a family or unmarried, 

half of the number were females aged over 80. The term ‘pensioner’ was reserved for 

those who had served in the armed forces.  

Family size 

‘Widower’ was a term used to describe 54 people, while there were 390 married people, 

an overwhelming number (718) of people were unmarried. Family size varied, with the 

largest families consisting of eight children.  

Five families had eight children  

Three families had seven children  

Eight families had eight children  

Seventeen families had five children  

Twenty-seven families had four children  

This means 62 families had 322 children between them - and there may have been more. 

Results could be affected by any of the following factors: the ages of the parents meaning 

older children may have left home, child mortality, apprenticeships, in service or live-in 

positions. At face value it indicates the population was increasing due to lots of babies 

being born and there is a test to confirm this. 

Working out death and birth rates  
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Pre 1841 parish registers can be used to engage a method of calculating births, marriages 

and deaths recorded as per a defined period and/or location. Parish registers can find 

fertility, fecundity (length of child bearing years), matrimonial and mortality rates, as 

well as identifying trends in birth, marriage, and death rates.  Census information used 

in conjunction with parish registers can work out crude rates, that is the total number per 

1000 of living population per year, which shows how many in relation to the population. 

The crude rate can find out the number of births/deaths/marriages in a year, which is 

divided by the population number then multiplied by 1000  

Crude death and birth rates for Henstridge 1801 – 1851 

This following gives crude rates based on an average population figure of 999 per year 

for a fifty-year period from 1801-1851. The actual number of recorded deaths from 1801–

1851 is 910 - an average of 18 per year. 

18 x 1000 divided by 999 giving a crude death rate is 18 per 1000 population per year.  

Whereas the actual number of recorded baptisms from 1801–1851 is 1,367 - an average of 

27 per year  

27 x 1000 divided by 999 giving a crude birth rate is 27 per 1000 population per year. 

The four factors below, excluding marriage rates, were investigated to find out which 

influenced population growth of Henstridge between 1801 and 1851, with the following 

results.   

Industrialisation – there was no specific industry in Henstridge in 1851 which was 

essentially a land-based economy support by trades and crafts. However, the 

neighbouring gloving industry gave work to 94 women and children which 

supplemented income from agricultural labouring work.  

Economic migration was a factor for certain occupations such as clerical, farming and 

trades and crafts but it had a smaller impact on population growth than the death or 

birth rates.  

Death rates were high and had been higher in preceding centuries between 1653 and 

1743 when there were more deaths than births. [Wakeford]  

Birth rates between 1801-1851 establish a reversal of the previous higher death rate trend, 

as now the number of births outstrip the number of deaths by more than 33% per 

year.  

Consequently, over a fifty-year period from 1801 to 1851 the main reason why the 

population of Henstridge was increasing was not industrialisation or economic 

migration, but a rising birth rate outstripping the death rate. A snap shot from 1851 

shows Henstridge was a youthful, growing village with a substantial number of young 

families and young people aged 16 and under living here. Amazing to discover that 969 

people or 83% of the people living in the parish of Henstridge in 1851 were aged 49 and 

under. Good grief!   

AND… finally one to think about - If people from Sherborne are known as Shirburnians 

and those from Yenston are Yenstonians, what do you call a person from Henstridge?  

Caroline Rowland ©May 2021 
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 Jottings from the Lady Shed 

It is exciting to observe, after what feels like a long 

time, that summer is now on its way. Plants are 

gradually giving up their secrets by thrusting forth 

shoots and unfurling leaves as if to say, ‘look, I am 

still here’. With restrictions not yet totally lifted, I 

am missing the annual Yarlington House Plant Fair 

and the virtual Chelsea Flower Show is now past. 

During a phase when I erred on the side of foliage and plant texture rather than 

flowers, I once entered the enchanting wonders of Yarlington House Plant Fair and I will-

ingly share all my purchases here. 

Starting with the ordinary black turf lily (ophiopogon planiscapus nigrescens) an extraor-

dinary looking, slow growing, grass like perennial plant. The narrow purple greenish 

leaves turn jet black when grown in full sun. In complete contrast, forming dense upright 

tussocks of exceptionally fine, inrolled, intensely ice blue leaves is elijah blue (fescues 

glauca). Said to be drought proof once established and quite fast growing, it is the truest 

blue of the dwarf grasses.  

For the damper garden area, the crazily twisted dark green leafless stems spiraling out of 

control of the corkscrew rush (Juncus effusus f. spiralis) has provided much fascination. 

Fern lovers may know the native soft shield fern (polystichum setiferum) wonderful in 

winter with rosettes of soft textured lance shaped fronds. This compliments the woolly 

lip fern (cheilanthes tomentosa) with its delightful grey-green foliage and secret silvery 

scales underneath. 

Something for the back of the border came in the form of the common perennial, bear’s 

breeches (acanthus spinosus) upright, stately, and dramatic with huge hairy leaves and 

central strikingly elegantly tall flower spikes. This was planted in buried pots against 

invasion of slower growing plants. Carefully planting a glamorous, large flower headed 

sea holly (Eryngium alpinum) in its permanent place will hopefully stop it sulking. Its 

sculpted steely grayish blue head complements the white flowers with purple hoods of 

the bears breeches. 

The piece de resistance, was green dream (mathiasella bupleuroides). An unfamiliar plant 

maybe, with a substantial hollow stem that will need supporting along with nodding, 

jade green brats lasting into the autumn. It is semi evergreen and has some of the charac-

teristics of hellebores and euphorbia.  

None of these purchases have disappointed and funds are being secreted away for a re-

turn visit, hopefully next year. To come is the Rare Plant Fair at Sculpture by the Lake, 

Pallington Dorchester on 27 June and from September 21 the return of the Chelsea Flower 

Show, for the intrepid happy shopper. 

Susan Kidd née Billitt. 
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As a further aid to problem solving, we are including the answers to these puzzles on the 

Wot’s On web site. 
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 Useful Information 
Opening Times 
Post Office 9:00am—5:30pm Mon-Fri, 9:00am—12:30pm Sat 

Shop 8:00am—6:00 pm Mon-Sat, 8:00am-1:00pm Sun 

PO letter box collections 5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10:15am Sat 

Numbers to Note 
Chemist, Stalbridge Pharmacy 01963 362246 

District Councillor, Hayward Burt 07543 854391 

District Councillor, William Wallace 01963 370423 

Doctors, Milborne Port Surgery 01963 250334 

Electricity distribution (power cuts, emergencies) 105 (power cuts), 0800 072 7282 (emergencies) 

Hospital, Sherborne Yeatman 01935 813991 

Hospital, Yeovil District 01935 475122 

Local MP, David Warburton 01373 580500  

Parish Council (Emma Curtis) 07745 270285 or 01963 250015 

Police, non emergency and PCSO John Winfield 101 

South Somerset District Council 01935 462462 

Somerset County Councillor, William Wallace 01963 370423  

Somerset County Council—Single number 0300 123 2224 

St Nicholas C of E School, Secretary 01963 362308 

Village Hall bookings , Carolyn Nichols    bookingshenstridgevillagehall@gmail.com  
Wessex Water (water leaks, supply failure) 0345 6004600 

Clubs and Societies 

Art Group Liz Holbrook 01963 393193 Mondays 10am –noon, Village Hall 

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards 01963 362282 Tuesdays 7:30pm, Church Tower 

Blackmore Vale Lions Peter Oswick 01963 363281 

Blackmore Vale  u3a Susan Kidd 01963 362107 Bridge, Table Tennis, meetings 

Book Club Gail Cullum 01963 362878 3rd Wed monthly, 7:45 pm , Bird 

Brownies & Rainbows Jane Jeanes 01963 370769 Brownies Mon 6pm, St Nich Sch. 

CAMEO Ros Browning 01963 363016 1st Tues monthly, 7:45, Vill Hall 

Early Music Group Frances Eustace 01963 364340 Wednesday 10:30 am Village Hall 

Explorers Pre School Anna Swinburn 01963 363228 Mon-Fri 8:45am-3:13pm (termtime) 

Family History Group Linda Farnsworth 01963 365802 Alternate months, 

History Group Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Line Dancing Ros Browning 01963 363016 Thursdays 7:45-8:45pm, Village Hall 

Loose Ends Gail Cullum 01963 362878 Fridays 10:30am-noon, Village Hall 

Sports Club Committee Steve Penny 01963 362157 

Women’s Institute Sue Latimer 01963 365765 3rd Tues monthly,  7pm Village Hall 
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