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I am writing this a full 2 weeks 

before you will be reading it.  So I 

hesitate to say anything optimistic 

about our progress against Covid… 

Each time we think we see a light at 

the end of a tunnel, it has turned out 

to be a train heading towards us… 

but….The sun is shining, and there’s a 

hint of warmth in the air, many of the over 

70’s in the village have been jabbed, and 

there is talk of outdoor meetings 

recommencing… it’s great to finally feel 

optimistic, I do hope we won’t be proved 

wrong yet again. 

We have had great contributions from our 

loyal contributors once again, we do hope 

you enjoy this issue.  Firstly a few 

thankyou’s and a few welcomes.  Simone 

Seeker has passed the ladle to Jenny 

Bartholomew, we thank Simone very 

much and welcome Jenny to the group.  

I’m no cook, but I’ve actually tried a 

number of the recipes in the past, and plan 

to do so in the future. 

We have a couple of new advertisers 

joining – the Balsam Centre and 4 Shires 

Asset Management – have a look at the 

local business, and look for information 

about the Balsam Centre.  On the 

advertising side, Paul Dimishky is midst 

passing of baton to Simon Cullum, again, 

thank you to Paul for all he has done, and 

good luck to Simon. 

There’s a new regular entry thanks to Jane 

Jeanes – it’s a list of contact details and 

emergency numbers for some key 

services. (see page 13) We plan to include 

these in each issue for your convenience 

and help.  If you are aware of additions to 

this list, please let us know. 

Probably the most important thing coming 

up is the 2021 census – see pages 16 and 17 

for details.   It is your chance to be 

counted!  Don’t miss it. 

Once again, Caroline has produced a great 

read looking at the darker side of life in 

days gone by.  Punishment really meant 

punishment in those days. 

And finally, at the moment most of the 

village activities are suspended or moved 

online, but many of the clubs and groups 

are just waiting for the chance to restart.  

As the economy opens through the spring 

do watch the Village Hall noticeboard, the 

Church noticeboard, Nextdoor 

Henstridge, Facebook, and talk to your 

neighbours, we all want to meet again as 

soon as we can. 
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 Steve Burrows – Bold as brass! 

Many of you will know Steve 

through the activities that he 

provides and his involvement in 

village life, whether that be 

abseiling off the village church, 

the summer Family Days on the 

recreational ground or delivering 

activities to the local school.  You may 

also have seen him out and about either 

on his bicycle or picking up litter or, on 

occasion, waiting for the Bird to open!  

What you may not be aware of is his 

voluntary involvement with maintaining 

the green gym equipment and being what 

he calls a member of the Stile Council, i.e 

repairing stiles along our local footpaths.   

In a previous life, Steve worked in the 

construction industry where his first job 

was working on bridge construction on the 

M69 motorway (giving his age away 

now!), then on to house building.  He 

spent the next 22 years working for an 

electricity distribution company and the 

following 20 years as an activity provider.   

During all of that time, he was also a 

Leicestershire County Council employee 

for 30 years as a youth and community 

worker.  Steve says “having two sets of 

twin daughters, and all the trials, 

tribulations and rewards that brought, 

encouraged me to become a youth worker 

and delivering Health and Safety to the 

construction industry, gave me the skills to 

work with an older client base”. 

Steve believes that trying different things 

or meeting different people has the 

potential to change your life.  His 

experience of this was as a young adult 

when he met a canoe instructor that 

inspired him to go on to become a Level 3 

Canoe Coach and become a founder 

member of Hinckley Canoe Club.  He then 

went on to become a Fell Walking Leader, 

Cave Leader, Cycle Leader, 

Climbing Instructor and a Gold 

Trainer and Assessor for the Duke 

of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme. A 

highlight of all this was to be 

introduced to the Duke himself at St 

James’s Palace and then a year later 

to be there again with his daughter 

to see her receive her Gold Award.  

All this may not seem surprising 

knowing Steve as we do now but as 

a kid at school, Steve never felt he 

was cut out for sports and would 
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not be where he is today were it not for 

that meeting.  Who knew he would even 

go on to teach hula hooping in Pakistan!   

Back in 2001, Steve had to shut his 

business down due to the foot and mouth 

outbreak and took the opportunity to go 

overseas and work as a Sea Kayak guide 

on Steward Island which is off the coast of 

New Zealand’s South Island.  This is 

where he met Ceris, his current partner (a 

Terry Wogan phrase) who was on a round 

the world trip. Steve’s passion for travel 

was sparked and subsequently he has been 

on many adventures in various countries 

ranging from a 9 month motorbike trip 

around Australia, to paddling the Zambezi 

River at Victoria Falls to taking a group of 

students to Madagascar on a month long 

expedition and more recently volunteering 

at a school in Cambodia. 

Steve blames his baldness on bringing up 2 

sets of twin daughters, now grown up 

with families of their own, he has 7 

grandchildren – so no money and no hair! 

Steve has a passion for being outdoors and 

taking an active interest in the natural 

world.  As a lively child, his dad would 

take him ‘squirrel hunting’ in the 

evenings.  He never caught a squirrel but 

spent hours running after them and it 

made sure he slept at night!  A weekend 

activity that his dad encouraged was to 

don a pair of rugby boots and spend hours 

chasing the hounds of the Atherstone 

Hunt.  Maybe this is why by his late-

thirties he had completed several 

mountain marathons.  These days Steve 

prefers to go for a walk with a pair of 

binoculars.  He also takes his binoculars 

when out canoeing whether it’s to spot 

peregrine falcons at Old Harry Rocks or 

otters on the River Stour at Wimborne and 

he enjoys sharing these experiences with 

others. 

Steve moved to the village five years ago 

with Ceris who works for Oasis Overland, 

which at the time was based on 

Henstridge Marsh.  Although Steve was 

looking for a more relaxed way of life 

when he moved to Henstridge, he can’t 

seem to sit still!  Which has seen him 

introduce water sports including paddle 

boarding (SUP), canoeing and kayaking to 

the village with the kind support from 

Henstridge Airfield and the use of their 

lake.  He has also delivered circus skills to 

the inmates and team challenges and raft 

building for the staff at Guys Marsh 

Prison.  One of last year’s projects was to 

combine his love of the natural world and 

canoeing to provide Canoe Safaris on the 

River Stour, Somerset Levels and at Poole 

Harbour to spot otters, kingfishers, 

spoonbills and the wide array of wildlife 

we are lucky to have in this area.   

Steve has recently set up Wessex Activity 

Group (WAG).  This is currently a 

Whatsapp group for adults who would 

like some company whilst exercising 

outdoors, e.g. walking, cycling, jogging.  

This is done on a voluntary basis with the 

Personalities continued 
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 aim of encouraging and supporting each 

other to get outdoors.  Contact Steve 

directly if you’d like to be involved, details 

below. 

Steve is really keen to get people having 

fun outdoors and a focus this year will be 

to encourage family groups in this.  If you 

have any interest in any of the above, 

whether you are an individual, or a family, 

School, Community or Corporate group 

wanting some outdoor activities, Circus 

Skills or a Team Day out, contact Steve 

Burrows Training: 

07710120564 

info@steveburrowstraining.co.uk 

www.steveburrowstraining.co.uk 

 

mailto:info@steveburrowstraining.co.uk
http://www.steveburrowstraining.co.uk
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 News From Explorers Pre-School 

Explorers opened fully after the 

Christmas break and welcomed the 

children back through the latest 

lockdown. 

We started the term with our theme 

being Wintertime with the children 

enjoying being in the garden looking 

for signs of winter and generally 

enjoying the outdoor space. They 

hunted for bugs and dug for worms!  

After the snow came the children used 

different tools to smash the ice which had 

formed on the tables in the garden and 

collected it in their buckets to make “ice 

castles”. They left trays of water with 

different toys in outside for the night and 

discovered in the morning that the toys 

had frozen into the ice. Again, they 

enjoyed smashing the ice to release the 

toys. 

The children made bird food to take home 

to hang in their gardens and some for the 

Preschool garden too. We have blue tits 

which nest every year in our nesting box 

and so the food was hung near the box so 

that they could have some “yummy food”. 

We have also been reading the story 

“We’re Going on a Bear Hunt” with the 

children as this is one of their favourite 

books. We have made bear masks, been on 

a bear hunt in the garden, completed an 

indoor “over, under, through” obstacle 

course, drawn bear hunt maps and 

enjoyed a sensory 

activity relating to the 

different parts of the 

story.  

Explorers is open from 

9am-3.30pm 

(temporary opening 

hours) Monday to 

Friday. 

For more information 

please visit our website 

or call Mrs Anna 

Swinburn- Supervisor 

07792 240804. 
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email explorers.preschool@hotmail.co.uk  

Website: explorers-preschool.org.uk 

Mrs Anna Swinburn- Supervisor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rainbows and Brownies  

We managed to meet face to face 

several times before Christmas 

and had a couple of hours in 

December making decorations, 

gingerbread reindeer, playing 

games and having a glittery time. 

For a short while it felt like any 

other Christmas meeting, just 

spaced out more. The girls have 

adapted very well and we are 

back on Zoom again. 

We have a Brownie from 

Yorkshire and one from Salisbury 

who join us as their units have not 

met for nearly a year. We have not had 

any new girls join us and our Rainbow 

unit has closed through a lack of girls but 

will I hope reopen.  We would welcome 

new faces and can promise an hour of fun 

which is not like school. You could just 

have the sound on if you are worried and 

if an hour is too much you could leave 

before the end. 

We have no idea when we shall be able to 

meet face to face again but as soon as we 

are allowed to we will. Outdoor meeting 

will be easier as the days get longer and 

the weather improves.  

Thanks to all the parents who make sure 

the girls are ready to start and are there in 

the background during the meetings and 

also to my fellow leaders. Tawny Owl is 

organising volunteers at 3 main 

vaccination centres so is very busy at the 

moment. 

Contact: Jane Jeanes 

(Brown Owl) 

Tel: 01963 370769 or  07712 824747  

email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com  

 

The Young Ones continued 
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Vicar: The Revd. Kevin Rogers  

The Vicarage, Church Street,  

Henstridge BA8 0QE   

Tel:  01963 363832   

Email:  revkrogers@gmail.com   

Churchwardens: 

Jenny Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: jennybates@waitrose.com 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Officers of the PCC: 

Vice Chair 

Hugo Barton 

Viners 

Blackmore Lane 

Henstridge 

BA8 0SN  

Tel. 01963 363193 

Email:  lizandhugo@btinternet.com 

 

Treasurer 

Keith Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: keith.bates@waitrose.com 

St Nicholas Church HenstridgeSt Nicholas Church Henstridge  
Church Street 

Henstridge BA8 0QE 

 

From the Rector 

Coping with yet another lockdown is 

challenging to say the least. It evokes 

all sorts of emotions within that are 

probably as varied as we are diverse. 

And these emotions find expression 

in our language and behaviours.  

I know of a man in the middle east 

who is my case example of what I 

mean. His name was Zacchaeus. He 

had his own business, but with a 

lucrative contract with the local authority. 

This contract enabled him to skim off huge 

profits undetected. Unsurprisingly, the 

members of the local council abhorred him 

and his unscrupulous business dealings. 

Nobody felt they could trust him, for he 

swindled all who did business with him. 

And his business was the middleman, 

collecting taxes on behalf of the corrupt 

government.  

Nevertheless, he had an extremely 

comfortable lifestyle as a result. 

Unfortunately, as his wealth grew, so did 

his isolation as he was shunned for his 

ways. Needless to say, this probably led 

him to become proud, bombastic, insolent, 
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Diary note: The Annual Church meeting 

this year will be held by phone confer-

ence to enable more people to join in. It 

will not cost anything to join and takes 

place 19 April at 7.30pm.  
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and just not a 

nice person to 

be around. For 

all his lifestyle 

perks, this 

loneliness 

weighed 

heavy upon 

him.  

Then he heard 

reports of a 

stranger in the local district who seemed to 

be in every conversation he overheard. 

Some spoke highly of this man, whilst 

others decried him, and some just did not 

know what to think about him. This 

stranger was certainly making his 

presence felt in his behaviours, actions, 

and public speeches. Zacchaeus was 

intrigued to say the least, but simply did 

not have the contacts or networks to find 

out exactly who this person was.  

Until he gets an unexpected invitation by 

this very same popular, charismatic, and 

influential stranger. But the invitation to 

dinner came with a bit of a twist. This 

stranger actually invited himself to 

Zacchaeus’ home! And this invitation was 

made in public! Zacchaeus was delighted – 

an important guest that infuriated the 

locals. Why spend time, any time, with 

this worthless, crooked, scoundrel that 

most despised? 

No-one who was present at this table ever 

did reveal the content of the conversations 

that probably meandered on well into the 

night. But the next day, something had 

dramatically changed for Zacchaeus. He 

publicly announced that he would give 

away 50% of his entire wealth. Not only 

this, but Zacchaeus goes even further 

offering to pay back four times as much as 

all monies scrupulously gained to 

everyone! Could this be the same man 

who only hours before was only interested 

in feathering his own nest without a care 

for how he cheated others out of their hard 

earned money? 

That dinner with this stranger was nothing 

short of a game changer for Zacchaeus and 

for the entire community of earners who 

were required to pay tax. Before the 

dinner, the behaviours were deceit, lies, 

greed, pride, loneliness, and fear. After 

dinner, the behaviours changed to 

openness, remorse, generosity, care, joy. 

And all because of one dinner with this 

stranger. So, who was this stranger? 

At another dinner party, this 

stranger had a woman, whom he 

had rescued from the most awful of 

circumstances, lavish a gift on him to 

the value of about £25,000. In 

response to this, he has it on record 

of saying about this woman’s 

actions, “Her many flaws have been 

forgiven—as her great love has 

shown. But whoever has been 

forgiven little loves little.” It seems 

Church Matters continued 
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 to me that Zacchaeus had a similar 

transformation.  

In lockdown, and at other times when our 

buttons are pushed, what behaviours 

surface? Sometimes, what we observe 

about our behaviours can be quite 

shocking as we discover the veneer of a 

good and reasonable person is only hiding 

the angry, self-righteous, fed-up, feelings 

that fuel unkind and unhelpful 

behaviours, that put others at risk and 

make life harder for our healthcare 

professionals.  

Could it be that we need to have dinner 

with this stranger too? But be warned, he 

will invite himself into your home. He did 

this to me and many others that I know. 

And what a game changer it has been for 

us all. Oh, I nearly forgot. His name is 

Jesus. 

Regarding church services, we are on 

Zoom every Sunday at 10am, and every 

evening (except Sunday) at 5.30pm. And 

when we can do so safely, we will meet in 

the church building on Sundays at 8.30am. 

Until then, the church building needs to 

remain closed. For more details, phone me 

on 01963 363832. 

And if you would like to receive our 

weekly news do let me know. 

Kind regards, 

Rev Kevin Rogers 

Church Services during Lockdown 

Church services are being held via Zoom 

More details can be found on our website: 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/ 

 

Christingle 

We weren’t able to hold Messy Christingle 

last year but instead each class in St 

Nicholas School held their own Christingle 

celebration on the last day of term. The 

children made their own Christingle and 

Owl and Hedgehog classes joined together 

well distanced in the hall and were able to 

light their candles while joining in a short 

service. They raised £230 for The 

Children’s Society and learned a 

little of the history of The Waifs and 

Strays which was the society’s 

original name. 

Jane Jeanes  01963 370798 

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/
mailto:lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com
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Henstridge Parish Council 

Responsibilities with regard to planning 

applications. 

There often appears to be confusion 

around the village as to “who does what” 

regarding planning applications.  We hope 

the following information will clarify the 

Henstridge Parish Council’s responsibility 

in this regard. 

South Somerset District Council is the 

Planning Authority for most matters but 

Somerset County Council deals with 

applications regarding minerals, waste, 

and developments such as schools, 

libraries, social care and new roads. 

Parish councils have no authority to 

approve or refuse any planning 

application. 

Henstridge Parish Council is a statutory 

consultee and is consulted on all planning 

applications within the Parish during the 

‘consultation stage’.  The Parish Council’s 

role is either to ‘support’ or ‘object’ to an 

application and provide reasons, if 

necessary, to support their decision. 

If the Parish Council wishes to object to 

any application, it must highlight matters 

that are of “Material Planning 

Consideration” (see below). If the Parish 

Council makes objections that are non-

material it risks its comments being 

ignored for individual applications and its 

viewpoint not being taken seriously by 

South Somerset District Council’s planning 

department in the long term. 

For the majority of planning applications 

the impact to the Parish as a whole is such 

that this consultation process is contained 

within the Parish Council Meetings.  

Where applications that could have a 

much larger impact on the Parish are 

brought to the Parish Council then more 

extensive consultation including engaging 

Henstridge Parish  

Council 
Emma Curtis – Parish Clerk & RFO 

Henstridge Parish Council 

14 Everlanes Close 

Milborne Port 

Sherborne 

Dorset 

DT9 5FT 

Mob: 07745 270285 

Tel: 01963 250015 

Email: clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Web: www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Meet the Parish Council: 

Ken Courtenay - Chair 

David Nichols - Deputy Chair 

Howard Bentley-Marchant Barry Howlett 

Peter Crocker  Carolyn Nichols 

Simon Cullum  Andrew McMillan 

Adrian Gaymer  Jean Oswick 

Elspeth Graham  Jane Rose 

John Graham  

Administration for the council is dealt with by the Clerk and Proper officer, Emma Curtis.  

In the first instance, all enquiries should be made to the Clerk. 

District Councillors are: Hayward Burt and William Wallace (who is also County Councillor) 
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fully with the Parish would be appropriate 

to ensure that the electorate has the 

opportunity to make their views known. 

Examples of when this has happened are 

the heated village meetings around the 

Furge Lane development and more 

recently in 2017 relating to the plans to 

build 130 houses. Additionally, on these 

two occasions many villagers attended the 

formal South Somerset planning 

committee meeting. 

In all cases there could be non-material 

considerations, worthy of highlighting, 

that should be documented and shared 

with the planning authority. 

The Parish Council has, therefore, to 

consider what it believes to be in the best 

interests of the Parish as a whole, 

recognising that change is part of the fabric 

of life and the concept of a rural idyll is 

unsustainable - in the same way that living 

without telephone, internet and modern 

transportation systems is not practical. By 

the same token, it must recognise that 

many residents have chosen to live here 

because of its character as a village, not a 

town. 

The Parish Council may also acknowledge 

in its response to planning applications, 

any strong feelings to an application 

brought to it by Parishioners. The Parish 

Council would always encourage those 

Parishioners to also make personal 

representation directly to the District 

Council.   

Material Planning Considerations 

Planning Material considerations include:: 

 Design and appearance of the 

structure being considered 

 Visual Impact of the development 

 Conservation impact 

 Highways issues – including safety, 

traffic, parking 

 Adverse effect on neighbouring 

properties – e.g. Privacy, Overlooking, 

Noise,  Overshadowing 

 Drainage and Flood risk 

 Adverse impact on Nature, 

Biodiversity or Trees 

However, issues such as loss of view or 

negative effect on property values are not 

material considerations. 

Further information on Planning Material 

Considerations can be found at https://

www.planningportal.co.uk/faqs/faq/4/

what_are_material_considerations 

Five-year housing supply 

Most contention with regards to planning 

comes from planning applications to build 

new houses. The district council is charged 

by central government to provide a 

forward plan for housing needs in the area 

and tries to ensure that this supply is met. 

When the large development to the south 

of the village was being considered, the 

five-year housing supply was not being 

met and consequently the application was 

allowed at appeal.  If the housing supply is 

not being met the District Council is 

predisposed to allow applications unless 

there are strong material considerations 

against individual applications. 

Further information can be found at 

https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/

services/planning/ 

It should be noted that the Parish 

Councillor role is voluntary and 

Councillors are elected by the public to 

serve for four years. Councillors give up 

their valuable time to work for the good of 

their electorate.   

Parish Council contd 
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Open Spaces  

Once again we are in a lock down and 

with no date for things to change to look 

forward to. As before we have been forced 

to close all the recreational areas at the top 

of the recreation ground.  Our thanks 

again to Events Crew for erecting the 

barriers for us. However the children’s 

playground is allowed to stay open, and 

we will continue to monitor and inspect all 

areas as usual.  

After consultation and careful deliberation 

we have finally chosen the company who 

is to supply and erect the new Play 

Ground and we are now in the process of 

applying for funding, all being well the 

project will commence in late spring. 

It is a quiet time at the allotments, but 

plans are afoot so we will have more news 

in the next issue. We are looking forward 

to taking over the maintenance of the Old 

Church Yard from SSDC in April, and the 

Clerk is busy entering all our cemetery 

information onto our new software, this 

will be an ongoing task to retrieve and 

collate all our historical data as well as all 

the new data as it happens. 

This coming year we will be carrying out 

surveillance on all the Ash trees on council 

land as we have been informed that Ash 

Dieback has been observed in some of 

them. 

We have placed a new grit bin on the 

corner of Furge Grove and Furge Lane. All 

of our bins have been checked and the grit 

broken up where necessary; we are 

waiting for SSDC to fill those that need 

replenishing. 

The weather and things in general may 

seem bleak but there are some things we 

can look forward to like all the daffodils 

that are showing promise around the 

recreation ground path, and the new trees, 

given to us by SSDC that have just arrived 

as I write, that will be planted in the 

recreation ground and Oak Vale Wood, the 

weather being perfect for planting. 

In the last edition I asked if you had any 

bulbs from your winter containers that 

were to be thrown away (composted!) and 

would you be kind enough when the time 

comes, to donate them for planting under 

the hedge at the Village Hall. As we are 

not sure when the hall will be opened 

again Helen at Post Office House, opposite 

the shop is willing to host the drop off 

point. We would very happy to hear from 

anyone who would be willing to lend a 

hand when it comes to planting them. 

On a brighter note the Council are looking 

forward to the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 

Parish Council contd 
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Could you become a 

Friend of the Balsam Centre ? 
The Balsam Centre is an independent, 

local charity delivering health and well-

being services, especially mental health 

support, in Wincanton and surround-

ing rural areas – including Henstridge !   

The Centre works with people of any 

age, background or circumstances at 

whatever point in their lives that they 

seek help.  

Friends of the Balsam Centre commit to 

a regular monthly or quarterly dona-

tion to support the work of the Centre.   

Please contact Sue Place sue-

place@balsamcentre.org.uk or ring 

01963 31842 for an application form.   

Thank You !   

 

2022. There is to be a national holiday 

from Thursday 2nd June to Sunday 5th 

June. 

We are hoping that the village will bring 

forward lots of ideas of how they would 

like to celebrate the occasion, the Council 

would be happy to help in whatever way 

they can. We will open up a page on the 

Parish web site for ideas and any 

questions. 

There are two strands to the Jubilee one is 

celebration and the other is 

commemoration.  

Celebration: Could be a big affair in the 

park or individual street or area parties. 

Commemoration: Could be a Specimen 

Tree planted with wrought iron guard or a 

new bench for instance. 

So get your thinking caps on, get together 

with friends and neighbours and let us, 

together, create a day to remember. 

Carolyn Nichols  

Chairman Open Spaces Committee  

 

 

 

 

Helplines 

Samaritans 116123 24 hrs or email jo@samaritans.org 

Young Minds parents Helpline 08088025544 (Mon-Fri 9.30-4pm free) 

www.youngminds.org.uk 

National Domestic Abuse Helpline 0808 2000 247 24hrs free 

www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk 

Childline  0800 1111  9 am -3.30am free  

www.childline.org.uk 

The Silver Line (for older people)  0800 4 70 80 90 24 hrs free 

www.thesilverline.org.uk 

Mind Infoline 0300 123 3393 (Mon-Fri 9am-6pm) 

www.mind.org.uk has a Get Help Now button 

mailto:sueplace@balsamcentre.org.uk
mailto:sueplace@balsamcentre.org.uk
http://www.childline.org.uk
http://www.thesilverline.org.uk
http://www.mind.org


 

 Page 14 

 

Would you like to join Wot’s On? 

We need someone to help with our fea-

ture articles, typically chatting with a 

local personality and business each 

quarter, and helping to identify and 

write a Special Feature each issue. 

These roles involve meeting interesting 

individuals and the opportunity to in-

fluence the future design of the maga-

zine. 

Please email wotsoneditor@gmail.com 

for further information 

How to Beat the Fly Tippers 

One of many things that parishioners 

bring to our attention is Fly Tipping, this 

horrible practice causes damage to the 

environment and puts people and animals 

at risk and leaves a blot on our landscape. 

Since lockdown with more folk walking 

out into the countryside for exercise this 

has been brought to our attention more 

and more. 

There are two types of fly tipping one is 

the driver who has had lunch etc. and just 

throws out all the debris from their vehicle 

onto the verge, what disgusting behaviour. 

Just recently our Village Ranger collected 

five bin bags full of this type of rubbish in 

the four lay-bys on the A30 and through 

Camp Road; this is a cost to the parish 

because of these selfish people. 

The other sort are ‘criminals’ they dump 

their own trade waste or they purport to 

be waste removal operatives but then 

dump the stuff instead of paying for its 

disposal as they legally should. 

This second type of criminal only profit if 

we give them the waste and money. 

So what can we do: 

 Avoid doing cheap deals with people 

who advertise on social media. 

 Always ask to see their waste carrier 

licence, never pay cash and always insist 

on a receipt. 

 Demand a copy of the waste transfer 

note to prove it was legally disposed of. 

 Keep a record of names phone numbers 

and vehicle registrations. 

 Remember if dumped waste is traced 

back to you, you will be liable, so please 

do due diligence.  

If you have items you wish to get rid of 

first think about using Freecycle Facebook 

or other platforms to sell or give away the 

items. Or donate to Charities who are will-

ing to collect. 

Or contact www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/

bulky-waste-collections/ who for a fee will 

collect. 

You can always report any form of litter or 

rubbish to the Parish Clerk 

 Or report fly-tips to 

www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/fly-tipping/ 

We hope to resume our Litter Pick Satur-

day mornings very soon we will inform 

when we are allowed to start. 

Until then thank you to all those who pick 

up litter on their walks we know you are 

still doing the village proud. 

Carolyn Nichols 

Chair Open Spaces Committee 

 

mailto:wotsoneditor@gmail.com
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 Village Hall 

At present the hall is closed for all 

use, however as soon as we are al-

lowed to open we will let everyone 

know what groups are able to restart. 

For anyone who is reading this mag-

azine for the first time here is a taste 

of what in normal times you can find 

happening at the hall. 

Keep fit: two different Yoga groups, two 

sessions of Jazzercise, two sessions of Line 

Dancing, Sherborne Line Dancing group 

and two sessions of Table Tennis 

Music: Choir, Early Music group  

Arts and Craft: Art group and various 

Craft groups 

Clubs: Youth Club, U3A, Cameo, Bridge, 

Loose Ends (a Friday morning get togeth-

er) and WI 

The management team hold various fund-

raising events during the year including a 

monthly Car Boot and Table Top Sale and 

a bi-monthly Film Show. 

The hall can also be booked for private 

functions, and for corporate use. 

The Parish Council who own the hall have, 

with full agreement of the Village Hall 

Committee, put the building of a new Vil-

lage Hall on their priority list with a sum 

of money allocated, so this will be going 

forward to the next stage in the near fu-

ture. 

Regardless of what happens in the mean 

time the hall will be open on May 6th for 

the local elections and the election of a new 

Police and Crime Commissioner. 

Hope by the next issue we will be back to a 

more normal situation. Until then be safe. 

Carolyn Nichols 

Village Hall Chair 

And a Word from our Police  

Please ensure you stay up to date with the 

latest rules and guidance around Covid 19 

by visiting the gov.uk website for the latest 

updates. 

Some seasonal driving tips this month to 

help with winter conditions. 

 Ensure your vehicle is in good working 

order – lights, wiper blades and screen 

wash, tyres and a good reliable battery. 

 Try and have suitable clothing with 

you in case you become stranded. Keep 

your mobile charged. Do you have a 

torch in the car? 

 Keep an eye on the weather and listen 

to a forecast if planning a long journey 

– do you really need to travel / do 

Covid 19 regulations permit your jour-

ney? 

 If you end up driving on snow and ice: 

 Reduce your speed. 

 Avoid harsh braking and acceleration, 

or sharp steering. 

 Get into a low gear early and use 

brakes gently when slowing for a bend 

or a junction – be ‘smooth’ with your 

actions. 

 If you become stuck and cannot free the 

vehicle, stay with the vehicle and call 

for help. 

 Before setting off, ensure all the win-

dows of the vehicle are free from ice 

and condensation – it is an offence to 

try and drive with a vehicle’s windows 

obscured. 

There is plenty more guidance and infor-

mation on the web. The AA and RAC both 

offer good advice on how to prepare for 

and drive in adverse conditions. 

Wincanton Rural East 

PC Stefan Edwards, PCSO Tim Russell 

and PCSO Megan Day 
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Derek Etherington Dip(I.T.) BSc (Hons) 

Broadband, wireless / wired networks. PC, Mac, 
iPad, Smartphone, Tablet etc. Computer repairs 
and upgrades. Tuition available. Free local callout. 

Websites designed & maintained. CISCO trained 
Reasonable rates. Monday – Friday 9am-6pm 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07855 287150 
Email: info@dcenet.co.uk 

Web: www.dcenet.co.uk 

Church Flowers 

A few of us managed to decorate the 

church for Christmas. The crib came down 

from our loft, Liz Holbrook managed to 

find holly with the most amazing red ber-

ries, Ellen Edwards and Mel Hancock did 

amazing arrangements with red carnations 

and Ken grew the best chrysanthemums 

ever which were used all over the church.  

Thank you for helping to keep a little nor-

mality at a very strange time. 

By the time you get to read this the crib 

figures will be back in the loft, the spent 

greenery will be on the compost heap and 

the star will be turned off on the tower. 

The season of Christmas will have been 

replaced by Lent. 

We don’t have flowers in the church dur-

ing Lent so that the Easter flowers can 

have so much more of an impact. If we can 

I hope the church can be decorated for 

Easter Sunday in the safest way we can. 

Jane Jeanes 

01963 370798 

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Census 2021 will provide a snapshot of 

modern society 

Households across Blackmore Vale will 

soon be asked to take part in Census 2021. 

The census is a once-in-a-decade survey 

that gives us the most accurate estimate of 

all the people and households in England 

and Wales. It has been carried out every 

decade since 1801, with the exception of 

1941. 

It will be the first run predominantly 

online, with households receiving a letter 

with a unique access code, allowing them 

to complete the questionnaire on their 

computers, phones or tablets. 

“A successful census will ensure everyone 

from local government to charities can put 

services and funding in the places where 

they are most needed,” Iain Bell, deputy 

national statistician at the Office for Na-

tional Statistics, said.  

“This could mean things like doctors’ sur-

geries, schools and new transport routes. 

That’s why it is so important everyone 

takes part and we have made it easier for 

people to do so online on any device, with 

help and paper questionnaires for those 

that need them.” 

Census day will be on March 21, but 

households across the country will receive 

letters with online codes allowing them to 

take part from early March.  

The census will include questions about 

your sex, age, work, health, education, 

household size and ethnicity. And, for the 

first time, there will be a question asking 

people whether they have served in the 

armed forces, as well as voluntary ques-

tions for those aged 16 and over on sexual 

orientation and gender identity. 

Results will be available within 12 months, 

although personal records will be locked 

away for 100 years, kept safe for future 

generations.  

For more information, visit census.gov.uk 
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C&G Plumbing 

 
All types of plumbing work undertaken from tap 

repairs to full installations. 

No job too small 
Experienced, reliable and professional service at 

Reasonable prices 

 

Telephone: 01963 371209 or 07766 186704 

Youth Club 

Although it seems that 2021 is going to 

continue to present many challenges, with 

Young Somerset on board alongside our 

hard working Youth Club Committee and 

volunteers, Youth Club meet ups have 

moved seamlessly from Zoom sessions to 

in-house and back again with great suc-

cess. 

For in-house sessions the Government 

advice is to have a maximum of 15 young 

people with social distancing, mask wear-

ing and hand sanitation guidance. Young 

Somerset work closely with the schools to 

update themselves as to who is in which 

year bubble so that the in-house sessions 

can be attended by one bubble at a time. 

Prior to the present national lockdown the 

plan was to alternate year group bubbles 

each week. Therefore we have had 10-12 

young people at each session depending 

on the size of their particular bubble. 

Since the national lockdown the sessions 

have been via Zoom and the Youth Club 

Committee have been astonished at how 

fun and informative these sessions have 

been and how much our young people 

have both contributed to and taken from 

them - along with expressing their grati-

tude and obvious enjoyment. We have 

been heartened to receive feedback from 

some of the parents as to how much their 

children are benefiting from these weekly 

meet ups with both their friends and the 

youth club team. 

We have had Christmas Fun and Games, 

Health & Nature Sessions - how nature can 

benefit emotional and mental health. We 

have looked at how young people can help 

our environment - what can they do to 

help sustain our planet? We have had 

Hoody & Music night - just for fun and 

Gratitude Week focusing on showing grat-

itude and doing good deeds, playing their 

part in being supportive to their families. 

As we move through these challenging 

times it is heartening to witness the re-

sponse from our young people to these 

educational, social and supportive learn-

ing environments. 

The plans that we have post pandemic are 

for our young people to liaise with many 

of the groups in Henstridge. We envision 

the youth club having their own allot-

ment, contributing to various Henstridge 

activities and events and having a voice in 

their village in the form of a youth club 

parish council.  

Considering our new Youth Club has only 

been running for a couple of months we 

are very pleased with the progress made 

towards establishing a sustainable frame-

work on which to build. 

If your children have not yet joined Youth 

Club, and/or you would like to have more 

information please contact Jane Rose - 

01963 362048 or Andrea White - 

07969190862.  

Come and join us! 

Jane Rose 

PC Representative for Youth 

Henstridge Youth Club Chair. 

News & Events contd 
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The Blackmore Vale is the digital monthly 

magazine for north Dorset and surround-

ing area. Now celebrating our sixth edi-

tion, we’re never printed, so do subscribe 

(yes, it’s free!) to receive the beautiful 

glossy magazine direct to your inbox every 

month.  

We're a husband and wife team who have 

lived in the Vale for almost thirty years, 

and are raising our four children here. 

With the death of the old paper version of 

the BVM, we saw an amazing opportunity 

- of course we all need and want a local 

news source. But 90% of us consume our 

news online now - why would a geograph-

ically widespread rural community not 

make the most of the opportunity to do the 

same?  

We knew we could enhance the local com-

munity in a modern, connected, environ-

mentally friendly (and global-pandemic-

proof!) way. We’ve taken the best from the 

original BVM (Fanny Charles & Roger 

Guttridge are regular columnists), whilst 

moving forwards with a new look and 

longer form content to enjoy with your 

morning coffee. 

Already approaching 10,000 subscribers, 

the digital format is proving popular. And 

there’s no need to go out and find your 

copy during a lockdown! Read it on your 

tablet, phone or computer; swish the pages 

just like a magazine, zoom in on pictures, 

share articles with friends or family, and 

click right through to advertisers, order 

products or watch videos. 

Genuinely local news with honest and 

factual reporting, coupled with interesting 

features on rural life in the Blackmore Va-

le.  

Laura Hitchcock, Editor 

https://theblackmorevale.co.uk/ 

Traffic in Henstridge and Yenston  

For several years the Parish Council has 

been wrestling with concerns about  traffic 

volume and speed through the villages on 

the A357 as well as inadequate foot paths 

and other related safety issues.   Increased 

housing levels in Henstridge and the po-

tential for a very significant future housing 

development have brought traffic issues to 

a head. 

The Highways department of Somerset 

County council is the agency which ulti-

mately makes decisions about traffic man-

agement measures and we have been mak-

ing great efforts to engage with Highways 

so that our concerns are better understood 

and some solutions can be implemented. 

This article intends to bring everyone up to 

date after a meeting between Highways 

Somerset and your Parish Council in De-

cember 2020. 

The A357 from the traffic lights into the 

High St proper is to be resurfaced this 

year, possibly in April or else during the 

summer.  It was postponed in September 

2020 and again in February due to the pan-

demic. 

News & Events contd 

https://theblackmorevale.co.uk/
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Highways Somerset has been made fully 

aware of the many residents’ concerns 

about traffic speed, number and size of 

lorries and the vibration and pollution 

they cause. After our meeting they know 

about congestion caused at the narrow 

section of the High St, danger from the 

double bends in Henstridge and blind 

bends in Yenston as well as the lack of 

adequate pavement for pedestrians gener-

ally and specifically outside the shop. 

In response Highways have agreed to 

place a traffic recording device on the road 

between the lights and the shop. This will 

measure traffic volume, type and speed, 

the analysis of which will help future plan-

ning. 

Meanwhile there will be some improve-

ment to road signs relating to the school 

and the double bends. Beyond the school 

there will be removal of the central white 

line and introduction of white lines on the 

outer edge of the road around the bends 

with yellow bar markings added to the 

SLOW sign written on the road.  Also a 

new slow sign adjacent to the village hall 

sign.   These changes are intended to slow 

traffic speeds between the traffic lights and 

the shop. 

This may not be as much as villagers want-

ed but these are the first steps and it has 

taken much negotiation to get to this stage.  

The Parish Council will continue to urge 

for more safety measures and are buying a 

Speed Indicator Device for use in the vil-

lage and the Community Speed Watch 

team will be back in action as soon as they 

are allowed to restart.   

In Yenston there will be a bend warning 

sign accompanied by an “oncoming vehi-

cle” warning sign together with removal of 

the central white line but adding new 

white lines on the outer edge of the road at 

the dangerous blind bends on the Tem-

plecombe side of the village.  We are 

aware of requests to move the 30mph signs 

further from the village on the north side 

and even alter the traffic lights. 

We have written to our MP asking for him 

to support Somerset Highways [and many 

other local governments] request that 

HGV drivers use dedicated commercial 

satnavs that record height, width, weight 

and load of lorries and match them to the 

roads.  This may lessen the number of non 

local lorries that use our road rather than 

the A350, A37 and A338 when driving 

north from Poole and Bournemouth to the 

A303 and M4. 

A few readers may think the progress is 

feeble and a lorry free 20mph restriction in 

the village is what must happen.  Current-

ly such a utopian demand simply irritates 

the Highways department that controls 

road transport but, with enough further 

evidence from traffic sensors etc, we may 

well be able to improve our villages’ traffic 

concerns and safety for pedestrians. 

There are other problems that are not cov-

ered in this article.  This doesn’t mean that 

we as a Parish council are not aware of 

them.  Our A357 sub-committee continues 

to discuss them and look for solutions that 

are likely to be acceptable to Highways.        

As an example we have asked that the 

alteration to road signs in Furge Lane 

could be reviewed in 6 months if this is 

proved to be a dangerous change in traffic 

priorities.  Please record any near acci-

dents – cars, bikes and pedestrians – and 

send them to the Parish Clerk – 

clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk  or 

adrian.gaymer 

@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk   

News & Events contd 
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Community Help and Advice 

The Parish Council has donated the bal-

ance of our charity donation budget for the 

year on your behalf to Yeovil Hospital 

Charity (http://www.justgiving.com/

yeovilhospital) as a token of our thanks to 

all the frontline workers for their efforts 

during the pandemic. 

We would also like to say a big thank you 

to all those in our community who have 

been caring for their neighbours in so 

many ways. 

To those in our community who are carers 

for a family member, particularly our old-

er parishioners, we understand your diffi-

culties especially in the present situation, 

so if you need help with any of the prob-

lems arising, do get in touch with Debbie 

Kendal our Wellbeing and Recovery 

Worker debbie@balsamcentre.org.uk who 

is able to help. 

To any of our parishioners who are in 

need of help or advice you can also contact 

the Community Council for Somerset’s 

Village Agents team -  

info@somersetrcc.org.uk is available to 

help. 

We would also like to say thank you and 

well done to all of you who have kept to 

the guidelines and helped to keep every-

one safe. 

Balsam Centre 

Until we are able to meet in person, the 

Balsam Centre Team is offering company 

and a friendly chat, via an online coffee 

morning for Henstridge.  Starting in Feb-

ruary, please check the Parish Council 

website for details, also Henstridge 

Nextdoor.   

The coffee morning will be run by Debbie 

Kendall,  who is available for individual 

chat sessions too, to provide emotional 

support, through use of the good old-

fashioned telephone !  There is no cost to 

you.  Please contact Debbie via the Balsam 

Centre on 01963 31842 

Our Village Christmas Tree Lights 

Many thanks to the 30+ parish household-

ers who either put up their own trees or let 

your Parish Enhancement Group put one 

up for you.  As a group we managed 31 

cheery, twinkly trees this year; a 50% in-

crease on 2019.  If you still have your 

lights, then can you keep them until later 

this year; returning them to the village hall 

in due course - if we ever get back to those 

now-long-gone Friday Coffee Mornings.  

Remember them back in the good-old 

days?    

Nothing comes for free so as last year, this 

year's enhancement was funded with 

money which came from our 2019 Hen-

stridge Summer Festival.  As you know, 

we didn't have a festival in 2020 so a big 

thank you to everyone who made a dona-

tion towards the cost of their tree and 

which helped us to buy this year's trees 

and some more lights.   

If you enjoyed our lights this year and 

would like us to replicate the feat next year 

then a donation towards our Parish En-

hancement Fund would be much appreci-

ated. Every bit helps us buy more trees 

next year and perhaps a few more brackets 

too.   Sadly, we can't rely on having a festi-

val this year but let's hope, eh?  It'll Go-on, 

just a few quid...  Many thanks.BACS pay-

ments can be made to: 

Name - Parish Enhancement Group 

Sort code 30-90-89 

Acct 52705960  

If you wish to be anonymous, please put 

"PEGXmas2021" in the reference.  Thank 

you.     Andy McMillan 

News & Events contd 
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 Dundee Cake or Simnel Cake 

Dundee Cake is a light fruit cake and 

adding a layer of marzipan in the 

middle of the cake transforms it into 

Simnel or Easter Cake.  Marzipan 

decorations can also be added. 

First prepare an 8” diameter, deep 

cake tin by lining it with baking/ 

greaseproof paper.  Set oven to 160C, 

or 150C for a fan oven. 

 

Ingredients 

150g butter, softened 

150g caster sugar/light brown soft sugar 

3 large eggs, beaten 

225g plain flour 

2 teasps baking powder 

250g of mixed fruit - sultanas, currants,  

raisins, mixed peel.  

2 tablespoons ground almonds 

Grated rind of a small orange and a lemon 

For Dundee Cake 

Whole blanched almonds, to decorate 

before baking 

For  Simnel Cake  

500g packet of Marzipan 

Apricot jam. 

 

With the butter really soft put in a mixing 

bowl with the sugar, beaten eggs, flour 

and baking powder.  Beat only until the 

mixture is creamy , adding a little milk if it 

doesn’t drop off the spoon  when given a 

tap.   Gently mix in the fruit, ground 

almonds and grated rinds. Do this just 

until the fruit is evenly spread in the 

mixture, but do not over mix. 

 IF making Simnel Cake spoon 

approximately half the mixture into your 

prepared tin. Cut slices from the end of the 

block of marzipan about thickness of a £1 

coin, and arrange on the cake mixture in 

the tin so that the mixture is covered with 

marzipan.  Then spoon over the rest of the 

cake mixture.    Level the top.  

IF making Dundee Cake spoon all the 

mixture into the cake tin, level the top and 

place blanched almonds on top in a 

circular pattern. Bake for 2 to 2 ½ hours.   

IF it starts to get too brown on top, cover 

with a piece of grease proof paper. 

After 2 hrs if it is springy in the centre, and 

is beginning to shrink from the sides of the 

tin, test with a skewer to see if cooked. IF 

not cooked wet mixture will stick to the 

skewer, so leave it to cook 10 or 15 min  

longer.  Repeat testing. Leave in the tin to 

cool for ¼ hr, then turn out onto a rack to 

finish cooling.   Tip: if the top is a bit uneven, 

cool upside down and this will help level the 

top. 

Finishing the Simnel Cake  

When cool decorate with marzipan. Roll 

out half your remaining marzipan ( use 

icing sugar to stop it sticking) use the cake 

tin to draw a circle on the marzipan to 
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Bird in Hand 

 
Your friendly local pub 

Skittle Alley available for functions 

Real Ale, local cider and guest beers available 
Lunch time bar snacks 

Sky Sports 

Telephone: 01963 362255 

Keep in Touch! 

Keep in touch with all the local ac-

tivities - look for Henstridge Village 

Hall on Facebook, or check out the 

“events” in Nextdoor Henstridge or 

check the signboards outside the 

Village Hall or the Bird in Hand. 

Due to Corona Virus, most of the regular 

activities are on hold. Check notice 

boards in the shop, Facebook and 

Nextdoor Henstridge for details when 

our activities restart. 

The following groups restarted in Septem-

ber, and while they will be taking a break 

through lockdown, we to continue in as 

soon as we are allowed.   

The contact for each is on the last page of 

the magazine. 

 

Art Club 

Craft Club 

Yoga 

Loose Ends 

Jazzercise 

Book Club 

 A
c
t
iv

it
ie

s
 

then cut out. Brush the cake with jam, 

press the circle of marzipan on top. Use 

the remaining marzipan to make 11 small 

balls and place them round the edge – if 

you damp the base of each ball with water 

they will stick on.  Traditionally these 

were put around the edge of the cake to 

signify the apostles (minus Judas). You can 

brown under the grill or use a kitchen 

blow torch – does brown quickly. 

Will keep well in an air tight tin in a cool 

place for up to 4 weeks. If you want to 

freeze don’t put marzipan on top or it goes 

soggy when defrosting.   

Jenny Bartholomew 

Editor’s note - Welcome to Jenny! And 

also thank you to Simone.  Good eating... 

Spring Recipe continued 
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 The Old Stone Wall at Stalbridge 

The old stone wall at Stalbridge has 

been both a landmark and a puzzle 

for generations. Why is it there? 

What is behind it – a great house?  

A house with huge mullioned win-

dows and tall ornate chimneys had 

been built near the Church by 

Mervyn, Lord Audley, in 1618. The 

fifth largest house in Dorset, it stood 

in 50 acres of land. 

Mervyn, Lord Audley was executed 

in 1631 for ‘unnatural practices’ and 

five years later the Earl of Cork 

bought the house. He restored and 

improved it adding, astonishingly, 

plumbing arrangements and piped 

water to some of the rooms. An elm-

lined carriage drive ended with stout 

ashlar piers guarded by stone heral-

dic lions. The elms have been re-

placed and the drive widened but 

the gate piers and lions are still there. 

Eventually the estate passed to the Earl’s 

son Robert Boyle. Robert had been strand-

ed abroad during the Civil War but re-

turned in 1644 to find his house in a poor 

state and his personal safety requiring 

vigilance – his family had shown Royalist 

sympathies, indeed Charles I had spent a 

night there during the War. Possessed of a 

brilliant intellect and not wishing to mar-

ry, he quietly devoted his life to scientific 

learning and religious and philosophical 

writings in his Stalbridge house, carrying 

out experiments that earned him the title 

of ‘The Father of English Chemistry’. He 
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discovered how air can be compressed, 

making the first practical air pump – mo-

torists who drive past Stalbridge Park now 

might reflect that the air in their tyres re-

sults from Boyle’s work there. 

Robert Boyle died in 1691 and early in the 

17th century the Lord of the Manor had 

become one Peter Walter: an energetic, 

former steward who grew rich by lending 

money and buying up small estates.  Peter 

Walter was eventually succeeded by his 

grandson Edward who decided to extend 

Stalbridge Park. He applied to Dorset 

Quarter Sessions to enclose land around 

his mansion to nearly ten times the exist-

ing size, attending the Sessions as a Justice 

of the Peace – no question of declaring an 

interest and standing down there. The 

application, unsurprisingly, was allowed – 

’emparkment’ was by then becoming fash-

ionable. 

The new Park would extend to Landshire 

Lane on the Somerset border, to Barrow 

Hill in Stalbridge. Edward Walter’s good 

fortune caused much inconvenience to 

local people. Lessees were either accom-

modated elsewhere or paid off, but closing 

traditional routes across the park to Sher-

borne and Henstridge affected everyone. It 

was argued that to do so ‘would not dam-

age the king or travellers because two oth-

er highways branch out near the same 

roads’. No doubt they did, but to use them 

meant a longer journey. 

A scale map of the Park was drawn and 

the Wall built, five miles of ten feet high 

dry-laid coursed rubble with rounded cap-

ping and a projecting dripstone. It must 

have looked an impressive sight and there 

are still good original specimens remain-

ing today, notably opposite 7 and 8 Frith 

Cottages. The height of the Wall meant 

people who could not cross the Park could 

not look at it either. Edward Walter died in 

1780, and records in 1781 show the Wall 

was repaired on four occasions, masons 

The Old Stone Wall continued 

Stalbridge House, before its demolition 
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being paid one shilling per day for 68 

days’ work. 

The estate now passed to Henry William 

Paget, 1st Marquess of Anglesey, a cavalry 

officer who famously lost a leg at the Battle 

of Waterloo. Sadly the Paget family took 

little interest in their Stalbridge Estate. 

King George III and family visited it in 

1804 but only ‘to partake of refreshment’. 

The Marquess decided to pull down the 

old house, as asset stripped it might bring 

in income, while repairing was an expense. 

The Marquess had been a kindly landown-

er, many footpaths remained and he sub-

scribed to the Anglesea Cricket Club, the 

first of its kind, set up in the Park in 1825.  

Glimpses of the Wall have been preserved 

in local writings. In the early 1870’s young 

Charles Meader, a Stalbridge jeweller, de-

scribed the turnpike gate at the crossroads 

of Henstridge Road and Landshire Lane: 

‘An old man on crutches would hobble out 

and demand 4½d for a horse, a little less 

for a donkey’. 

The tolls did little to improve the road. 

Edwin Curtis, born in 1906, remembers the 

popular walk along the Henstridge Road 

where the dust rose in white clouds when 

a pony and trap passed and bigger clouds 

from a rare motorcar. The main heraldic 

entrance to the Park was opposite the 

boys’ school and ten year old Edwin and 

his friends would scale the gate piers and 

walk along the top of the wall. Up to the 

1950s an annual Flower Show was held 

among the grassy foundations of the old 

house, with its brass band, huge marquees 

and fancy dress parades. 

Stalbridge Park was bought by the Mar-

quess of Westminster in 1853 and was ad-

ministered by that family until 1918, when 

Lord Stalbridge sold it. During the Great 

War Lord Stalbridge had met a sergeant in 

the Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry named Har-

ry Dufosee. Their resulting friendship ena-

bled Mr. Dufosee to train and buy some of 

Lord Stalbridge’s racehorses. They brought 

fame when Harry Dufosee was able to buy 

Stalbridge Park and train that bloodline for 

National Hunt racing. Stalbridge Park, 

Stalbridge Colonist and Bantry Bay 

(entered in the Grand National) were 

among the most well-known. 

Local people were proud of the horses and 

the Dufosee family were very popular. 

People still gathered firewood at ‘Big 

Wood’ and it and the adjoining old or-

chard provided the best primroses for the 

Sunday School children to decorate the 

church at Easter. Since then the flower 

collection and certain footpaths have been 

suppressed and a ‘Private Keep Out’ no-

tice resides in the carriage drive. However, 

the remaining footpaths are much used by 

dog walkers and ramblers. 

Sadly nowhere is there any commemora-

tion of Robert Boyle, Stalbridge Park’s 

most famous son. 

Hilary Townsend 

This is an abridged version of an article by 

Hilary Townsend that appeared in the March 

2012 edition of Dorset Life 

(www.dorsetlife.co.uk).  We thank their Editor 

John Newth for allowing us to print this ex-

tract. 

Hilary Townsend is the President of Stalbridge 

History Society and maintains a regular diary 

on their website (www.stalbridgehistory.co.uk). 

Hilary has written extensively and can be con-

tacted by email on  -  

townsendh@mypostoffice.co.uk 

The Old Stone Wall continued 

http://www.dorsetlife.co.uk
mailto:editor@dorsetlife.co.uk
http://www.stalbridgehistory.co.uk
mailto:townsendh@mypostoffice.co.uk
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 Investment management firm 

started by Henstridge resident 

now enters its 9th year! 

4 Shires Asset Management, based 

in Gillingham, looks after the in-

vestments and financial planning 

of clients across southern England.  

It was the brainchild of Jeremy Le 

Sueur, who has worked in the 

stockbroking industry since 1988.  

He started out in the share settle-

ment department of a broker in 

London.  After studying Modern 

History at Oxford university he 

went into fund management and 

has worked in London, Hong 

Kong, Leicestershire, Somerset and 

Dorset.  Whilst working in Somer-

set he was nominated for the In-

vestment Week UK All Companies 

fund manager of the year 2005. 

Jeremy started 4 Shires in January 

2012, while living in Henstridge, to 

look after clients in the 4 Shires of 

Devon, Dorset, Somerset and Wilt-

shire.  He started the business be-

cause he felt that so many clients weren’t 

getting a service that was transparent on 

costs or was of a standard that he was used 

to.  4 Shires look all around the world for 

investments, not just the UK, which gives 

them a special insight into the interplay of 

world events and economics.  They are 

also specialists in providing income for 

retirees from their pensions and invest-

ments in these days of low cash and bond 

interest rates. 

4 Shires cares for its clients, understands 

what they wish to achieve and crafts a 

financial solution that best fits their needs.  

Sometimes financial planning is required, 

and they under-

take that work 

for the client in 

that year, but 

do not charge 

an ongoing fee. 

They like to say 

they ‘look after 

families and 

care across gen-

erations’, un-

derstanding the 

need to pass 

money sensibly from one generation to the 

next (if required). 

4 Shires look after portfolios and pensions 

from £100,000 upwards, a figure many 

companies in the industry view to be une-

conomic.  They would love to hear from 

people in the 4 Shires and help them with 

their finances. 
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 The Henstridge Flyers WI  

We optimistically made plans for a 

Christmas party, but to no avail.  

Thwarted again!  All those rehearsals 

from our ‘Drama’ group did not 

come to fruition.  We are determined 

to ‘perform’ this year! 

We have managed to give our 

members some treats in December, 

and have recruited a couple of new 

members. 

We filled two shoe boxes with presents to 

give to the YMCA and a charity for the 

homeless in Taunton.  (The Somerset 

Federation of WIs managed to get together 

200 of these) 

We continue with our twice weekly Zooms 

and face to face contacts over the garden 

gate.   

Many WIs have gone under in the last 

year, but we keep going and look forward 

to better things. 

Sue Latimer, secretary  01963 365765 

susanlatimer155@gmail  

Henstridge Line Dancers 

Happy New Year and here we are in 

February. 

Just to let you know that when we are able 

we will be going back. There have been a 

few worried that we might finish, but the 

dancing will go on. 

At this time I cannot take any new dancers 

when we do start, but when we get going 

I'm sure we will be able to welcome you. 

Just keep Safe. 

Ros Browning— 01963 363016 

CAMEO 

Happy New Year to you all. 

At this time we are still up in the air but I 

am hoping that in the summer we will be 

able to have our Patio Party. This of course 

will depend on rules but hopefully we will 

be a lot clearer about what we can and 

cannot do. 

 I want to say Thank you to all who are 

buying books and bits from outside my 

house in Vale Street. This has meant 

another £80 has gone to the village Hall. 

Do keep Safe, there is a light at the end of 

the tunnel. 

Ros Browning—01963 363016 

[Editor’s note: For anyone new to the 

village, CAMEO stands for Come And 

Meet Each Other and in normal times 

meets on the 1st Tuesday each month for 

anyone who likes to turn up] 

Henstridge Book Club 

Like every other club, we are missing our 

evenings together.  We have resorted to a 

Zoom meeting, but it just isn’t the same!  

But on a brighter note, we have lots of time 

for reading these days.  So we are sharing 

recommendations and keeping in touch 

and waiting for the go-ahead to meet 

again. 

When we do, we will be happy to see each 

other and to welcome some new faces.  

Come and join the book club if you like to 

Brian Kinder & Son 

Motor engineers 
Servicing & repairs to all makes 

 

Unit 7A Marsh Lane Industrial Estate,  
Henstridge BA80TG 

Telephone: 01963 363151 or 07714 293852 
Email: gkinder2808@gmail.com 

Web: www.briankinderandson.co.uk 
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MB Electrical – Part P Registered 

Mike Barnes domestic electrical work  

& PAT testing 
Telephone: 01963 363133 or 07966 108590 
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read crime fiction, and to solve the 

problems of the world in the pub!  We 

usually meet on the third Wednesday of 

each month at 7:45 at the Bird in Hand 

(when not in lockdown).  We try to read 

new authors, new times, new countries… 

but still in the crime fiction / espionage 

genre.  There are usually 6-8 of us that 

make it to the meeting each month.  You 

are very welcome to join us – even if you 

can’t make every meeting.  So just come 

along one evening, or if you would like 

more information, please contact Gail 

Cullum.  

Gail Cullum - 01963 362878 

gailpcullum@gmail.com 

 

The Art Group 

Is not currently meeting, but contact Liz 

Holbrook for more information. 

Liz Holbrook. 

Henstridge Family History Group 

Like every other group in our small 

community we have been unable to meet.  

Fortunately  family  history  is  always  an  

unfinished  project  for historians,  with  

ever  more  information  becoming  

available  online.  And what surprises can 

sometimes be unearthed after years of 

secrecy!  

Whilst  so  many  have  embarked  on  

their  search  in  to  the  past,  it  is pleasing 

for the group to be contacted by 

likeminded others, to ask if we can give 

them local information as travel is now 

impossible. 

For  families  in  Henstridge  with  time  to  

spare,  is  this  something  you would 

enjoy? We have basic charts that we can 

send to beginners, and members who will 

happily help. Just because we are a 

Henstridge group, does not mean we 

restrict ourselves to this area, it is possible 

search in countries worldwide from the 

comfort of an armchair. 

If you are interested are have any queries 

please contact Linda Farnsworth 

Linda Farnsworth    

01963 365802  or  07884 072548 

henstridgefhs@gmail.com 

 

Clubs & Societies  continued 
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Loose Ends 

Loose Ends is once again “on furlough”.  

We have kept in touch with some emails 

and a couple of Zoom sessions, but it isn’t 

the same as our Friday morning get 

togethers.  If nothing else, where is the 

cake??  

We hope to restart our Friday mornings 

once the current lockdown is over.  We 

have been offered some “spill-over” space 

into the main hall if we need it, so do come 

along when we are able to restart. 

Watch for notices on Nextdoor Henstridge 

and the noticeboard at the Village Hall for 

any more information.  Hope to see you on 

a Friday morning sometime soon. 

Gail and Simon Cullum – 01963 362878 

gailpcullum@gmail.com 

News from the Hive 

So you are all locked down again as are 

the free range chickens, you now know 

what it is like for us when the weather is 

too cold or wet or windy to fly out of the 

hive. Mundane housekeeping tasks keep 

us busy because we know we are all much 

healthier if we are clean and dispose of 

rubbish regularly. We are lucky because 

honey has anti-inflammatory properties as 

does propolis which we use to seal up 

cracks and crevices. 

We go out for exercise when we can and 

take food from our stored food supplies 

and keep active by regulating the 

temperature in the hive. We know that 

good health is the responsibility of us all. 

Ken comes to visit us regularly and can 

often be seen just watching the hive 

entrance to see if we are going in and out. 

He is careful not to disturb us too much or 

to break our carefully sealed homes but he 

is aware that our food supplies may not be 

sufficient and is ready to supplement if 

needed. 

Have you spotted your first primroses or 

celandines yet? We have and are waiting 

for sunny days so that we can visit them 

and all the snowdrops that are bravely 

showing through. They are promises of 

spring and herald the start of days filled 

with foraging, cleaning, fanning, laying 

eggs (Queen only), removing debris, 

finding new foraging sites, feeding grubs, 

making wax, cleaning and many other 

tasks. Did you know that the first thing a 

baby bee has to do after hatching is to turn 

around and clean the cell they have 

emerged from ready for the next egg to be 

laid in it. Busy bees indeed. 

The fruits of our labours can be purchased 

from Ken or Jane in Stowell. There is still 

plenty of honey around. Give them a ring 

to see what is available. Must go now, you 

never know the sun might be shining and 

we don’t want to miss the chance of flying. 

Ken Jeanes - 01963 370798 

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

Vale Auto Services 

Low Cost Motoring Centre 
Premium service at sensible prices 

MOT £40 while you wait: Monday-Saturday 

Servicing, Repairs, Diagnostics, Tyres, 
Laser Wheel Alignment 

Free Collection / Delivery / Courtesy Car 
Telephone: 01963 362843 

Web: www.valeautoservices.co.uk 

Clubs & Societies continued 

Westree Company 

Tree surgery, pruning, reductions, felling, stump 
removal, emergency tree works, logs for sale. 
Hedge trimming, reductions, planting, sheds, 

summerhouses, garden rooms,  
equestrian buildings, garages 

Telephone: 01963 362615 
Email: enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk 

Web: www.westreecompany.co.uk 

mailto:lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com
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Blackmore Vale Forge 

General blacksmith and welding 
Telephone: 01963 364116 
Email: blackmorevaleforge@gmail.com 

Blackmore Vale U3A 

We are continuing to have regular talks on 

Zoom. Our next three will be: 

Tuesday 2nd March 

‘The Century of Deception; Birth of the 

Hoax in the Eighteenth Century’ by Ian 

Keable.  This entertaining talk 

demonstrates how the English in this 

period were especially gullible and the 

hoaxes are memorable for their 

imaginative nature and the motives of the 

tricksters. 

Tuesday  4th May 

‘A Job of a Laughtime’  by Brad Ashton 

and his talk is about the fun he had writing 

radio or TV series for many top comedians. 

The talk contains many humorous back 

stage stories. 

Tuesday  6th July  

‘My Musical Life in Russia or How I 

Nearly Became James Bond’ by Gerald 

Seaman who is an international authority 

on Russian music.  His talk describes his 

adventures as a member of an Arctic 

expedition, life in the Royal Navy aboard a 

destroyer frigate and a submarine, life at 

Oxford University and as a research 

student in Russia where he met many 

leading Russian composers 

These talks are open to everyone so if you 

are not a member please contact Susan 

Kidd on 01963 362107. 

Jean Lindley 
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 Convicts, Outlaws and Desperados 

Transporting Somerset’s 

Scoundrels. 

 ‘In the whole world there was a not 

a worse country…it is impossible for 

anybody to grow any garden stuff 

here, before it comes to perfection, 

they will steal it.” [Robert Hughes The 

Fatal Shore.] 

On 11th October 1804 King George III 

was just a mile from Henstridge 

visiting the Earl of Uxbridge at 

Stalbridge Park with Queen 

Charlotte. His entourage of various 

members of the nobility and attendants 

having made a special journey from 

Weymouth where they were holidaying. 

The king particularly wanted to see the 

fine Stalbridge oxen.  Whereby, Mr James 

was dispatched to herd his best specimens 

from his Hamwoods Estate on the banks of 

the river near West Mill, up through the 

dusty streets of Stalbridge to meet the 

king. [Henry Kaines Diary courtesy of Hugh 

Vincent.]  

George III came to the throne on 25th 

October 1760, inheriting legislation put on 

the statute books by his grandfather 

George I.  Throughout his sixty-year reign 

one particular law continued to have 

overpowering life changing properties for 

the people of England.  At the time of the 

king’s visit to Stalbridge, transporting 

criminals across the sea was a long-

established practice and still in operation 

when he left the throne in January 1820.  

This article explores how those in England 

came to be transported to Australia.  It is 

known upwards of 219,000 people from 

England from 1614 -1868 were uprooted 

and ferried across the Atlantic, banished to 

the ‘colonies.’  A figure based on 59,000 

English people transported to the 

American colonies between 1614-1775 

[Emigrants in Bondage 1614 -1775 & More 

Emigrants in Bondage Peter Wilson Coldham] 

and 160,000 transported to Australia 

between 1788-1868. [A.G.L. Shaw Convicts 

and the Colonies.]   

 It cannot be forgotten the devastating 

effects for all people enslaved in colonies 

overseas. The United Nations says “The 

transatlantic slave trade was the largest 

forced migration in history, and 

undeniably one of the most 

inhumane” [www.un.org.]   
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1663 map of Van Diemen's Land, now Tasmania 

courtesy of wikipedia 

A Group of Black Oxen. Image by Danne courtesy of 

www.pexels.com 
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 The Formation of the ‘Criminal Atlantic.’ 

Long before convicts were first 

transported to Australia in 1788, the 

Transportation Act of 1717 had established 

an effective mechanism to deal with ‘the 

offences of robbery, larceny and other felonious 

taking and stealing of money and goods.’  Its 

purpose to legitimise the process of 

pardoning or reprieving ‘criminals’ on 

condition they would be transported to the 

colonies. As early as 1614 The Privy 

Council Colonial Papers record an order 

‘for the restitution and punishment of 

offenders’ to allow prisoners to be 

reprieved from capital punishments and 

sent overseas. [Peter Wilson Coldham.]  

Royalists punished for their part in the 

Civil Wars of 1640s were exiled to the 

Americas. As Judge Jefferies descended on 

Dorchester to conduct the Bloody Assizes 

of 1685, some rebels from the Monmouth 

Rebellion, reprieved from the horrors of 

execution by being hung, drawn, and 

quartered, were transported to the West 

Indies. [www.dorchesterdorset.com/

judgejeffreys.] Regularising earlier practices 

which had failed to ‘deter wicked and evil-

disposed persons from being guilty of the 

said crimes.’  English woollers found 

themselves now deemed ‘illegal exporters 

of wool’ and lumped together with 

‘pirates, thieves and all other ill-fated 

‘deviants’ classified as ‘felons.’  According 

to Shaw this fulfilled the real function of 

the transportation act ‘to supply the colonies 

with labour.’   

From the 1780s Australia begins to play a 

pivotal role in the policy of convict 

transportation replacing the American 

colonies. Prior to 1717 ‘criminals’ were 

primarily sent to the West Indies to 

Jamaica or Barbados. After the 

Transportation Act was introduced in 1717 

until 1782 the main destination was “his 

Majesty’s colonies and plantations in 

America,” to Virginia to work alongside 

enslaved persons from Africa.  In the 1780s 

a new colony was required.  Briefly, for 

there are whole libraries dedicated to this 

subject, the United Colonies of America 

was part of the British Empire until 1782 

Henstridge History continued 

 https://schoolshistory.org.uk/topics/british-

empire/empire-at-home/british-slave-ports/ 

Transportation Notice  from The Story of the  

Dorchester Labourers 1957 
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when Britain and America became 

embroiled in a war of independence. 

America emerged triumphant and the 4th 

of July Independence Day remains a 

symbolic annual celebration. The newly 

named United States of America was no 

longer part of the British Empire or subject 

to her colonial policies which ended any 

obligations to accept convict transports. Six 

years after American independence, the 

continent of Australia became known to 

the British whereby in 1788 the first colony 

was established in the state of New South 

Wales. It was a Penal Colony popularly 

known as Botany Bay.  

Here in Australia from 1788 at the first 

penal colony begins the long journey of 

those transported from England. Shaw’s 

seminal 1960s study of Australia, the penal 

policy and convict transportation remains 

influential in the academic arena.  In 2004 a 

fresh theory by Morgan and Rushton 

reveals how the penal policy for the 

colonies led to ‘the formation of the 

‘Criminal Atlantic’. They identified two 

main drivers, the requirement for ships to 

transport the convicts and the 

development of provincial trade routes. 

Convict transport created a highly visible 

and viable entity representing the business 

of crime, creating transport routes, on land 

and via the Atlantic, financial 

arrangements, and administrative process, 

as well as a two-way system of news 

across the world.  The law of 1717 meant 

every county in England was forced to 

transport overseas all those sentenced or 

reprieved from the Assizes. A huge task 

requiring government and county officials 

to set up new bureaucratic infrastructures 

from court to port. Organisation of suitable 

seaports either end of the journey with sea 

routes fitting in with existing shipping 

patterns, serviced by approved ships with 

captains and crew to convey prisoners 

across the seas.  A ship’s captain or owner 

could bid for the transportation contracts 

conditional on a bond being paid taking on 

all risks of the prisoners and journey. Any 

internal transport system needed to be 

capable of delivering prisoners from gaols 

and prison hulks to the designated 

departure ports. Morgan and Ruston 

conclude criminal transportation became a 

lucrative product of the English penal 

policy with the potential to procure large 

profits for those involved. [Gwenda Morgan 

and Peter Rushton Eighteenth Century 

Criminal Transportation.]   

Dorchester Quarter Sessions records for 

1786 show George Andrews, Keeper of 

Dorchester Gaol reimbursed the whopping 

sum of £81 16s 6d for prisoner 

transportation and onboard expenses, paid 

to Henry Beadle Commander of the 

Dunkirk Prison Hulk in Plymouth. The 

Clerk of the Peace was also paid for ‘his 

trouble in drawing up contract bonds’ beside 

the many various letters to the Secretary of 

State Lord Thomas Sydney for 

permissions, removal and transportation 

orders. Prisoner transfers from gaol to ship 

Henstridge History continued 

www. alternatehistory.com/forum/threads/wi-colony-

of-north-australia-never-revoked.501079/ 
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could command fees of up to £4 per 

person for the collector including the 

provision of food and shelter along the 

route. George Andrews picked up the tab 

being reimbursed £24 4s 11d for straw and 

necessities provided for prisoners.  

Transportation to Australia – Emigration, 

Criminal Exile or Forced Migration? 

Emigration is the leaving a country to 

‘settle permanently in another.’ In 1620 the 

Mayflower set sail from Plymouth landing 

in America at ‘Plymouth’ in 

Massachusetts, bringing over one hundred 

disgruntled Puritan English men, women 

and children who had rejected England 

and its ‘ungodly ways.’ A contemporary 

view of the Pilgrim Fathers and Mothers 

may be read at https://www.theguardian.com/

pilgrim-fathers-harsh-truths-amid-the-

mayflower-myths-of-nationhood.  

Exile where society tries to rid itself of 

deviants, those deemed ‘wicked and 

immoral,’ can be achieved by 

imprisonment or forcibly banishing them 

outside of a community.  Napoleon, for 

instance, sitting out exile on the Island of 

Elba and then later on the Island of Saint 

Helena is an entirely different entity from 

any criminal exile as the result of a court 

judgement.  

Abduction and forced migration were a 

result of a swift trade with the colonies.  

Foul means often employed to fill ships, by 

forcibly taking or ‘seducing’ unwilling 

victims across the seas. In 1618 a London 

gaol was emptied of occupants stole away 

into ships waiting in the Thames. A 

practice still going on in the 1660s when 

the Seven Brothers ship waiting near 

Gravesend was filled with orphans, 

vagrants and vagabonds cleared from 

gaols and workhouses. [Peter Wilson 

Coldham.]  The Atlantic trade also saw a 

sharp rise in the kidnapping of servants, 

young people and the poor who were ‘so 

deceived and initiced away Cryinge and 

Mourninge for Redemption from their 

slavery.’  [Privy Council Colonial Acts 6 July 

1660.]  

In 1679 the Habeas Corpus Act prohibited 

transportation without a trial. Now 

legitimised in law it became an important 

part of the British legal system and 

especially relevant to the Transportation 

Act of 1717. Transportation in the 

eighteenth century is defined as ‘the action 

or practice of removing convicts to a penal 

colony.’  The penal policy within the 1717 

act was the course of action ordering 

offenders to be transported overseas for 

penal servitude. Transportation of 

criminals is clearly not emigration or 

abduction.    

…where any persons have been convicted, or 

do now stand attainted of any offences 

whatsoever, for which death by law ought to be 

inflicted, or where any offenders shall hereafter 

be convicted of any crimes whatsoever, for 

which they are by law to be excluded the benefit 

Henstridge History continued 

Pilgrim Fathers boarding the Mayflower, painting by 

Bernard Gribble courtesy of www.britannica.com/

topic/Pilgrim-Fathers 

https://www.theguardian.com/pilgrim-fathers-harsh-truths-amid-the-mayflower-myths-of-nationhood
https://www.theguardian.com/pilgrim-fathers-harsh-truths-amid-the-mayflower-myths-of-nationhood
https://www.theguardian.com/pilgrim-fathers-harsh-truths-amid-the-mayflower-myths-of-nationhood
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of clergy, and his Majesty, his heirs, or 

successors, shall be graciously pleased to 

extend royal mercy to any such offenders, 

upon the condition of transportation to any 

part of America…’  it shall be lawful to and 

for any court having proper authority to allow 

such offenders the benefit of a pardon under 

the great seal…’  [http://statutes.org.uk/site/the

-statutes/eighteenth-century/1717-4-george-1-

c-11-the-transportation-act/] 

Those imprisoned awaiting trial or 

transportation enter a legal world of 

incarceration and punishment where 

captivity prevented freedom of movement, 

quite ‘unable to transport’ themselves 

anywhere. Any royal pardon issued ‘’upon 

condition of transporting themselves,’ was 

bound up in law with the sentence of 

transportation ordered by the proper 

authorities, the courts and the lawful 

authority, the judge.  

Simply put a judge was empowered to 

make decisions about an offender based on 

the sentencing structure of the law 

contained in the Transportation Act of 

1717.  The condition of that law was 

transportation, making it an enforceable 

order, which could be imposed on 

offenders.  A judge could grant 

transportation as a condition of the ‘king’s 

mercy.’  The ‘king’s mercy’ took the form 

of a reprieve or pardon from execution or 

a lesser sentence of whipping or gaol, in 

favour of transportation. In other words, 

you can be pardoned but you will be 

transported overseas to a penal colony as a 

result of being pardoned.  In order for an 

offender to carry out the sentence they 

were required to leave England and travel 

overseas. By doing so the ‘offender’ would 

be forced to migrate and become exiled.  It 

was a case of transportation representing a 

‘forced migration’ through criminal exile.  

Once in Australia many had no means of 

return. 

Cheating the hangman?     

Over two hundred crimes became 

punishable by death after the introduction 

of the Transportation Act. (1)  Quarter and 

occasionally even Petty Sessions could 

order transportation.  The death penalty 

was more exclusively the territory of the 

Old Bailey in London and the twice-yearly 

regional Assizes, presided over by visiting 

London judges. Assizes in Somerset at 

Taunton and either Wells or Bridgewater, 

and Dorchester in Dorset formed part of 

the Western Assizes Circuit.  From 1735-

1799 the Somerset Assizes issued 675 

death sentences resulting in ‘179 

confirmed executions plus 28 probable 

ones. Execution took place at Gallows 

Field in Ilchester,’ the main gaol for this 

area.[www.capitalpunishmentuk.org/

Henstridge History continued 

The Hangman courtesy of 

www.historynotes.info/the-executioners-in-

18th-and-19th-century. 
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western.html] The numbers suggest that 

many death sentences were potentially 

commuted to transportation for life or 14 

years.  Later from 1853 – 1863 more than 

5,600 male and female ‘convicts’ were 

transported to Australia, 127 of those 

sentenced at the Somerset Assizes. 

Numbers cited from the ‘other fleets and 

ships register’(2) not the regular main fleets, 

and excluded more than 1,000 convicts 

emptied from Portland, Chatham, 

Pentonville, and Portsmouth gaols. No 

other information exists of the fate of these 

men transported to Gibraltar or Bermuda. 

[Australian Convict Transportation Registers 

1791 -1868 – other fleets & ships.] 

The threat of physical punishment hung 

over every offender. Death was by public 

hanging, attracting huge crowds and the 

gallows stood silently waiting in the 

background.  Capital crimes of grand 

larceny such as big money burglaries and 

highway robbery carried a death penalty, 

as did other serious offences such as 

murder, arson, rape, and buggery. 

Surprisingly, even social crimes like 

smuggling, poaching, sheep, horse and 

cattle stealing, damage to property and 

cutting down a tree extorted a death 

penalty. Damage to bridges carried a 

penalty of life transportation. Non capital 

crimes of petit larceny such as a robbery 

worth under twelve pence, pick pocketing, 

stealing clothes and wig snatching secured 

lesser punishments.  Whipping with the 

hated cat-o’-nine-tails, the branding iron or 

a gaol sentence or a transportation 

sentence of 3 or 7 years.  No research exists 

on how many people may have been 

wrongly convicted.  

 At first glance sentencing appears to be a 

rather arbitrary process but as Shaw points 

out, ‘a first offence was usually a reason 

for reprieve from execution… and first 

offenders sent to transportation.’  

Transportation to the penal colonies of 

Australia was a sentence of hard labour.  

Advocates claim it was a sign of the 

‘monarch’s mercy’ that transportation 

offered an alternative to the death penalty 

and the gallows. Critics continued to 

mutter it was a weak punishment as 

‘convicts’ were invisible and therefore 

hardly a deterrent.  

Somerset Assizes  

In 1805 at the Wells Assizes, Mary Hide 

convicted for stealing a sliver spoon was 

transported for 7 years, whereas Hannah 

Winns was imprisoned for three months 

for stealing three silver teaspoons.  George 

Wutts was sentenced to death for horse 

stealing he was pardoned and transported 

for life to Australia. Whereas George 

Lawney, also convicted for horse stealing 

was sentenced to death and executed. Sam 

Milword alias Whiley was convicted of 

forgery, pardoned, and transported for 

life, but James William Swampin was 

convicted of getting and having forged 

bank notes in his possession, and executed.  

Henstridge History continued 

www.atlasobscura.com/articles/the-elaborate-

wigsnatching-schemes-of-the-18th-century 
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John Wealock was given 14 years 

transportation for stealing wheat and 

Elizabeth Curter 7 years for stealing 

clothes. Samuel Pardy was convicted of 

highway robbery and executed. Thomas 

Bedoes was convicted of larceny in a shop 

but pardoned to join the Army.  More later 

on Jane Poole, convicted at Wells Assizes 

and became one of the first settlers in 

Australia.  

Australia and the First Fleet. 

The First Fleet of eleven ships set sail from 

Portsmouth for Botany Bay, Sydney, New 

South Wales in Australia on 13 May 1787.  

Six convict ships, Alexander, Charlotte, 

Friendship, Lady Penrhyn, Prince of Wales 

and Scarborough were serviced by three 

supply ships, Golden Grove, Fishburn and 

Borrowdale and accompanied by two 

Royal Naval Ships, HMS Supply and HMS 

Sirius. The journey was via Tenerife, Cape 

Verde, Rio de Janeiro Brazil, and Cape 

Town and its purpose to find a suitable 

settlement for the first penal colony.  

Nearing Botany Bay, Captain Phillip 

concluded the non-viability of settling 

there, dispatching three ships further up 

the coastline, where a superior beach, 

Sydney Cove was discovered at Port 

Jackson (now Sydney Harbour.)  They 

landed between 19th-20th January 1788 after 

more than 250 days at sea.  Captain 

Phillips became the first governor of Port 

Jackson. Indigenous Australians perhaps 

numbered over one million in 1787. They 

possessed a very long-standing claim to 

the land. ‘They suffered greatly as a result 

of the arrival of the British in Australia.’  

[www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/

empire] 

On the first fleet with many chained in leg 

irons, were sixteen men transported via 

the Dorchester Assizes and John Seymour 

sentenced to transportation at the 

Sherborne Quarter Sessions; he sailed on 

the Scarborough. On arrival at their 

destination, before entry was permitted 

each prisoner was issued with a certificate 

and convict number including the sixteen 

men who arrived through the Somerset 

Assizes. Joseph Buckley, William 

Connelly, Thomas Fillesby, William 

Gunter, Job Hollister, Thomas Jones, 

Thomas Kidney (Kidner), Jerimiah Leary, 

Stephen Martin, Peter Morris James Neal 

Thomas Risdale (alias Crowder – Life 

Transportation) and William Wilton.   

John Barry born c1768 and convicted on 

23rd November 1885 sailed on the 

Friendship. William Brice convicted at 

Bristol sailed on the Charlotte. John 

Lambeth was a blacksmith from Fillongly, 

Warwickshire sentenced to death for 

stealing a promissory note and 

money.  Lambeth was referred to as 

"tolerably decent and orderly" by his jailers 

aboard the Dunkirk Prison Hulk. He died 

on 2 July 1788. Barnaby Denison baptised 

on 17 July 1739 son of Paddy and Eleanor 

Henstridge History continued 

Judge’s carriage attending Assizes at Wells Town Hall, 

not 1713 but 1913. Courtesy of www.wells.gov.uk 
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and was convicted at Bristol 4 April 1783 

transported for 7 years. He died in 

Australia in 1811 and was buried in old 

Sydney burial ground.  It has not explored 

further to discover whether Sir William 

Denison who became a Lieutenant 

Governor in Australia from 1847 -1861, 

was a relation of Barnaby Denison. 

Five women sent for transportation by the 

Somerset Assizes were also on the First 

Fleet.  Hannah Jackson convicted at Bristol 

on 27th July 1785 and appeared twice on 

the population muster in 1822 and 1825 

where she was recorded as the wife of 

Jeramiah Duage.  Ann Coombes aged 25 

convicted at Taunton on 30 March 1786 for 

7 years transportation sailing on the 

Charlotte. Ann became the wife of John 

Bryant.  Mary Phillips aged 18 was 

convicted at Taunton for breaking and 

entering to the value of 18 shillings. She 

received 7 years transportation and was 

sent to the Dunkirk Prison Hulk before 

setting sail on the Charlotte. Mary was 

transferred at Rio to the Friendship then at 

the Cape of God Hope to the Prince of 

Wales. Mary settled in Australia and died 

on 22 January 1850 buried at Longford, 

Tasmania. Mary Cleaver sailed on the 

Charlotte and her son James was born on 

the voyage. It is possible in New South 

Wales 1788 Mary married a fellow 

passenger James Brannagan (Branagan) 

who also sailed on the Charlotte.  Prior to 

this a ‘Mary Cleaver’ from Tetbury in 

Gloucestershire was engaged to John 

Reynolds where the marriage banns were 

read three times in August and September 

1784, but no marriage record found. On 12 

June 1824, the colonial secretary papers for 

New South Wales mentions a ‘Mary 

Cleaver’, a ‘free person’ asking permission 

to marry William Wilmott. Three months 

later on 20 September 1824 an ironic twist 

of fate found Mary Cleaver of Prospect 

robbed by James Banks who was 

subsequently sentenced to receive ‘25 

lashes every morning until he informs where 

the property is and who concurred in the said 

robbery.’  Jane Poole aged just 16 was 

sentenced to death at Wells Assizes but 

was pardoned and sentenced to 7 years 

transportation. Jane also spent five months 

on the Dunkirk Prison Hulk at Plymouth 

before sailing on the Charlotte. Jane 

married James McManus and became one 

of the first settlers [stjohnsonline.org.]   

Henstridge History continued 

Leg Irons www.pinterest.com/pin/503277327082814826/ 
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Transportation continued long after the 

death of King George III with sailings to 

Australia taking place year-round where 

conditions could be dire. Long voyages 

subject to worse weather, hunger, and 

thirst not to mention weeks of misery 

stench, fumes, vomiting, seasickness, fever, 

and dysentery.  

The Secrets of the Sycamore Tree. 

Beneath a sycamore tree in the depths of 

Dorset six farm workers met to discuss 

their right to ask for higher wages. The 

year was 1834.  What happened next may 

seem amazing today but then it had 

deadly serious consequences. George 

Loveless, his brother James, James 

Hammett, James Brine, Thomas 

Standfield and Thomas's son John were 

all charged with conspiracy, for making 

an oath to form a society standing up for 

workers rights. For this the men from 

Tolpuddle were tried at Dorchester 

Assizes and transported in chains to 

Australia. George Loveless went to Van 

Diemen’s Land. 

James Brine tells of his time at the penal 

colony 

"I was employed to dig post-holes . . . 

having walked so far without shoes, my 

feet were so cut and sore I could not put 

them to the spade. I got a piece of an 

iron hoop and wrapped round my foot 

to tread upon, and for six months . . . I 

went without shoes, clothes, or bedding, 

and lay on the bare ground at night. 

Shortly afterwards I was sent to the pool 

to wash sheep, and for seventeen days 

was working up to my breast in water. I 

thus caught a severe cold and having 

told my master that I was very ill, asked 

him if he would be so good as to give 

me something to cover me at night, if it 

were only a piece of horsecloth. "No," 

said he, "I will give you nothing until 

you are due for it. What would your 

masters in England have had to cover 

them if you had not been sent here? I 

understand it was your intention to 

have murdered, burnt, and destroyed 

everything before you, and you are sent 

over here to be severely punished, and 

no mercy shall be shown 

you."  [www.tolpuddlemartyrs.org.uk] 

Pardoned and sent home to England after 

two years, the travails of the Tolpuddle 

men contributed to much need reforms 

and is one of the best- known accounts 

associated with the first trade unions.   

Transportation today. 

This article covers the eighteenth century 

and barely touches the surface of such a 

huge topic. Despite its devastating impact 

Henstridge History continued 
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on human lives transportation 

remains an area sparsely researched. 

Names and some stories of those on 

the First Fleet can be found at 

Wikipedia, bearing in mind some 

information is incorrect and requires 

further research. Similarly, there is 

no research on the numbers who 

returned. More than 160,000 convicts 

were transported to Australia 

between 1788 and 1868 and this number is 

at best a conservative estimate. Once the 

sentence of penal servitude was completed 

a certificate of freedom was issued. Many 

were forced to stay unable to finance a 

passage home. Those able to purchase 

land grants, in what is now one of 

Australia’s premier residential locations, 

around Sydney Harbour, may have 

considered that Australia became a land of 

opportunity which gave them a chance of 

a fresh start.  

There is a school of thought which 

advocates greater understanding of these 

times, uncomfortable as they may be, they 

cannot be undone.  Transportation is 

certainly a gritty topic, fraught with 

empire and colonial implications and 

human rights issues, brought to the fore 

recently with the toppling of slavers 

statues and the Black Lives Matter 

protests. Today in February 2021 it is 

estimated that over 24 million people 

worldwide are victims of modern slavery 

and human trafficking. [www.unodc.org/

unodc/en/human-trafficking/global-report-on-

trafficking-in-persons.html.] Basic human 

rights including freedom from slavery 

and forced labour were enshrined in the 

Human Rights Act of 1998, 130 years after 

the final convict transportation rolled in at 

Freemantle Australia in January1868.  

[www.equalityhumanrights.com/ human-

rights-act]  

Hardly surprising then to learn the 

Transportation Act of 1717 was not 

repealed, wait for it……. until 1993.  

Perhaps the reason many Dorset bridges 

still carry the cast iron warning sign of 

transportation?! 

‘Any person wilfully injuring any part of 

this county bridge will be guilty of 

felony and if conviction liable to be 

transported for life by the Court.’ 

Caroline Rowland ©February 2021 

End Notes:  

1The ‘bloody code’ as it became known 

referred to the number of death penalties 

issued for relatively minor offences which 

by 1723 had exceeded over 200 offences. 

[www.nationaljusticemuseum.org.uk.]  

 2 The ships were Ramillies, Pyrenees, Sea 

Park, Stag, Adelaide, William Hammond, 

Runnymede, Clara, Nile, Lord Raglan, 

Edwin Fox, Irene Briton, Sultana, 

Palmerston, Lincelles, Norwood, Ironside, 

York, Merchantman, Clyde, and Lord 

Dalehouse. 

 

 

Sturminster Bridge courtesy of R Rowland 
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 Jottings from the Lady Shed 

On a glorious walk, that the re-

strictions still allow or in the garden, 

do you have difficulty recognizing 

one bird song from another? The 

app Chirp-o-Matic will do this for 

you. In short, this app is Shazam 

(which identifies any tune), for bird 

lovers. When you hear birdsong just 

press the button to record, the app 

analyses the twittering, gives suggestions, 

you then select a match and play a record-

ing to check. Do be aware that this jolly 

app has helpfully identified a friend’s sep-

tic tank that needed emptying. 

Perhaps, I have been a little tardy in not 

writing about trees last year, as 2020 start-

ed a big push by the government to boost 

tree planting. By now you may have the 

Woodland Trust, or other app, that can 

identify the tree that you are looking at. At 

our last property, two excessively very dry 

summers caused potential subsidence to 

the house. Our splendid espalier pear, and 

the mature trees of three of our neigh-

bours, met the tools of the tree surgeon. 

We escaped the neighbours’ wrath to go 

sailing. Here, in Henstridge, our house 

was built close to neighbours elderly ash 

trees (Fraxinus excelsior) and the roots 

suck the water out of our raised beds. Last 

summer the invasive, surface roots from 

our mulberry tree (Morus rubra), played 

immense havoc with another neighbours 

front lawn.  The skilful use of a chain saw, 

and a contractor’s root grinder, ended this 

tree’s life, and also removed the dying 

quince (Cydonia oblonga). To reaffirm that 

I am still, ‘tree paranoid’, we also had a 

silver birch (Betula pendula) and willow 

(Salix alba) pollarded, as these are near to 

property. 

The adage ‘The right tree in the right place’ 

now sounds 

good sense 

to me.  Un-

deterred, 

the mulber-

ry will be 

replaced by 

a conference 

pear (Pyrus communis) on quince C root 

stock. It is the root stock that is usually the 

key factor in the final size i.e., height and 

spread of the tree. With this pear 3m will 

be allowed between tree trunks. Noting 

the cost of fresh figs, flown in from Peru, 

has added the urgency for another acquisi-

tion, a fig tree (Figus carica) ‘brown tur-

key’. It will be container grown to restrict 

the root growth, and so hopefully concen-

trate the tree on fruiting. To do away with 

those pesky raspberry runners, the world’s 

first compact raspberry ‘ruby beau-

ty’ (Rubus idaeus), container grown, seems 

worth trying.  

At this time of the year, to let in as much 

light as possible, the glass in the ‘lady 

shed’ now needs cleaning inside and out. 

The merits of winter heating in here were 

considered but, being a meanie, were re-

jected. Maybe a heated propagator, noth-

ing fancy mind. Hubby outdid himself at 

Christmas and bestowed on me a very 

elaborate, small white one, with mini street 

lighting but no music. For adorning the 

windowsill, for herbs this is perfect, but 

more production will be obtained from the 

root trainer box next to the radiator.  

As we know gardening brings together 

many aspects of life. So, Sue Stuart-Smith’s 

book ‘The Well Gardened Mind ‘could be 

an excellent way of unwinding with na-

ture. 

Susan Kidd née Billitt. 
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As a further aid to problem solving, we are including the answers to these puzzles on the 

Wot’s On web site. 
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 Useful Information 
Opening Times 
Post Office 9:00am—5:30pm Mon-Fri, 9:00am—12:30pm Sat 

Shop 8:00am—6:00 pm Mon-Sat, 8:00am-1:00pm Sun 

PO letter box collections 5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10:15am Sat 

Numbers to Note 
Chemist, Stalbridge Pharmacy 01963 362246 

District Councillor, Hayward Burt 07543 854391 

District Councillor, William Wallace 01963 370423 

Doctors, Milborne Port Surgery 01963 250334 

Electricity distribution (power cuts, emergencies) 105 (power cuts), 0800 072 7282 (emergencies) 

Hospital, Sherborne Yeatman 01935 813991 

Hospital, Yeovil District 01935 475122 

Local MP, David Warburton 01373 580500  

Parish Council (Emma Curtis) 07745 270285 or 01963 250015 

Police, non emergency and PCSO John Winfield 101 

South Somerset District Council 01935 462462 

Somerset County Councillor, William Wallace 01963 370423  

Somerset County Council—Single number 0300 123 2224 

St Nicholas C of E School, Secretary 01963 362308 

Village Hall bookings , Carolyn Nichols    bookingshenstridgevillagehall@gmail.com  
Wessex Water (water leaks, supply failure) 0345 6004600 

Clubs and Societies 

Art Group Liz Holbrook 01963 393193 Mondays 10am –noon, Village Hall 

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards 01963 362282 Tuesdays 7:30pm, Church Tower 

Blackmore Vale Lions Peter Oswick 01963 363281 

Blackmore Vale U3A Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Book Club Gail Cullum 01963 362878 3rd Wed monthly, 7:45 pm , Bird 

Brownies & Rainbows Jane Jeanes 01963 370769 Brownies Mon 6pm, St Nich Sch. 

CAMEO Ros Browning 01963 363016 1st Tues monthly, 7:45, Vill Hall 

Early Music Group Frances Eustace 01963 364340 Wednesday 10:30 am Village Hall 

Explorers Pre School Anna Swinburn 01963 363228 Mon-Fri 8:45am-3:13pm (termtime) 

Family History Group Linda Farnsworth 01963 365802 Alternate months, 

History Group Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Line Dancing Ros Browning 01963 363016 Thursdays 7:45-8:45pm, Village Hall 

Loose Ends Gail Cullum 01963 362878 Fridays 10:30am-noon, Village Hall 

Sports Club Committee Steve Penny 01963 362157 

Women’s Institute Sue Latimer 01963 365765 3rd Tues monthly,  7pm Village Hall 
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