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As we go to press, we are entering 

the second period of lockdown. 

What a strange year! Yet we remain a 

strong and resourceful village of 

around 3,000 souls. We are very 

lucky; our low density of population 

means that we live in our own bubble, far 

from the major centres where COVID 

undoubtedly threatens more lives. We 

must still remain vigilant and aware of the 

consequences, especially for those living 

alone who may be lonely and perhaps 

depressed. We hope that Wot’s On 

encourages readers to get involved with 

the many societies and clubs that continue 

to thrive in such difficult times.  

Our personality this time is the well-

known figure of William Wallace, who for 

many years has served on the District 

Council for the Blackmore Vale and more 

recently as a senior figure on the County 

Council.  

The A357 group continues to look into 

safety and traffic issues, so please read the 

article by Andrew McMillan and email 

any concerns to the Clerk of the Parish 

Council. There is an opportunity to 

possibly reduce the number of heavy 

vehicles through the village and to 

improve pedestrian safety.  Changes are 

needed now, before the inevitable increase 

in traffic due to the new housing 

developments . 

Nick Brown, owner of Dorset Cycles in 

Stalbridge, has written a very interesting 

article on Roadkill, monitoring animal 

accidents on the road between our two 

villages. 

Our featured business is Lewis Coaches. 

Amongst other fascinating facts you’ll 

read about one of their Bedford coaches 

that achieves a mere 7mpg! 

Caroline Rowland continues to enlighten 

us on local history; in this issue she brings 

to life the age of the Miller, and shows 

how important local supplies of white 

flour were to villages during the 19th 

century. Our cover picture shows the old 

mill race in spate as it passes beneath the 

road near the Bird in Hand. Visit Dikes of 

Stalbridge and you can still buy stone-

ground flour milled at Sturminster Mill.  

In this issue we welcome our first Police 

Report, which should become a regular 

channel for the boys in blue to 

communicate directly with us.  

We would like to thank Paul Dimishky for 

his invaluable help over the years as both 

Advertising Manager and Features Editor. 

If you would like to take on either of these 

roles, meet some very interesting 

individuals and have a chance to shape 

Wot’s On going forwards, we’d love to 

hear from you. 

Stay Safe and we’ll see you all in 2021!

 

Personalities   2 

The Village School  4 

The Young Ones   10 

Church Matters  12 

Parish Council  14 

News & Events  18 

Activities  23 

Special Feature -Roadkill 24 

Local Business  27 

Clubs & Societies  29 

Henstridge History  33 

In the Garden 41 

Autumn Recipe  42 

Fun & Games  43 

Useful Information  44 

E
d

it
o

r
ia

l 



 

 Page 2 

 William Wallace – Somerset 

County Council  

Most will be familiar with William 

Wallace, who has faithfully served 

as a County Councillor for the 

Blackmore Vale since 2005. William 

is a “Double Hatter” also serving on 

the District Council representing 

Blackmore Vale. 

Educated at Dulwich College from 1959-

65, William left school and trained at a 

firm of Chartered Surveyors dealing with 

both commercial and residential property. 

Later he ran his own property 

development company in London, Dorset 

and Somerset. Since 1989 he has lived in 

the Blackmore Vale with wife Lucy and 

three children, now aged 27, 30 and 34. 

The past 25 years have been at his present 

house in Yenston. He is a familiar figure in 

the village. 

William has an impressive record as a 

Somerset Councillor becoming Chairman 

of the County Council in 2017. Service 

includes running Adult Social Care, which 

takes over 40% of the total Somerset 

budget, a huge amount which dwarfs all 

other costs; he has been a cabinet member 

for Community Safety, he was 

instrumental in the combining of Devon 

and Somerset Fire Authorities, and served 

on the Regulation, Environmental and 

Passenger Transport Committee. He was 

elected a member of the Avon and 

Somerset Police Authority in June 2009 

where he became chairman of the Finance 

Committee. All Police Authorities were 

replaced by Police and Crime 

Commissions in 2012. A solid record of 

service to Somerset and the Blackmore 

Vale area. 

Bringing his career a little more up to date, 

William is now on the Constitution and 

Standards Committee ensuring all 

councillors act in a dignified and right 

manner, while at the same time 

developing new constitutional ideas which 

may influence future council policy. In 

May 2021 there is scheduled the County 

Council Election. This is dependent upon a 

decision by the Secretary of State about 

creating a Unitary Council; combining the 

four existing authorities into just one. 

William is a supporter of this move and 

has relentlessly campaigned over the years 

to ensure local government remains as 

efficient and cost effective as possible 

while serving the needs of the community. 

He strongly believes that a single council 

will achieve that objective, supported by 
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local community networks (LCN’s) which 

would in future be able to hear and make 

representations on all aspects of council 

business. 

William is not just a skilled politician, he 

also has a passion for his home bred race 

horses. Firstly, Lemons Ground who won 

but sadly died of colic and more recently 

the highlight of his career as an owner has 

been Lunar Flow, bred locally and brought 

up at home with the help of his wife Lucy. 

Lunar Flow won four times which for a 

homebred horse is a fine result. “It is a 

very long term business” he admits, ‘but 

the excitement of it all, the fun of going 

racing, and the new friends you make that 

makes it all so worthwhile. And when you 

hit the jackpot, when you have a winner, 

it’s just marvellous.” The interest is shared 

by Lucy, William’s wife whose main 

interest is bringing on young horses and is 

well known in the area for her equine 

knowledge. 

The interest in racehorses is all part of the 

character of a man who understands rural 

issues and concerns, the need for 

affordable housing that fit in with the 

landscape and blend with existing housing 

stock. The concerns surrounding our 

roads, particularly the A357 where 

William continues to keep an active 

interest in addressing the fears of local 

residents and campaigning to try and 

manage the scourge of heavy freight 

vehicles on that road. He remains 

passionate about our Somerset countryside 

and our environment.  

In the past William has been a potential 

Member of Parliament, but sadly the 

opportunity came too late in his career to 

take up the challenge. Having been offered 

the candidacy to fight a safe labour seat at 

the age of 55 he reluctantly decided not to 

uproot from rural Somerset to meet the 

challenge as a precursor to fighting a more 

marginal and therefore winnable seat for 

the Conservative Party.  

We are entering a period of great change 

in local government and one thing is 

certain, William will continue to be there 

fighting his corner and furthering the 

interests of the Blackmore Vale 

Community. 
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Welcome back to life at school – we 

have had many changes as you can 

imagine but, as ever, our school 

community has risen to the 

challenges of recent months.  

A heart-felt thanks to all who have 

supported and encouraged us along 

the way. Right from the beginning of lock 

down, we have been spurred on by your 

gifts to us - wonderful pieces of art, 

encouraging messages and, of course, 

scrumptious home baked cakes. A sincere 

thank you to our Vice Chair of Governors, 

Mrs Jane Jeanes, who checked in on our 

pupils and staff throughout the whole of 

lockdown. Jane’s bright smile, sound 

words and her obvious commitment to 

keep things going, proved to be a huge 

support. It was also super to have Rev. and 

Mrs Rogers’ messages – again, a huge 

encouragement to us all in school. The 

children very much looked forward to 

Rev. Kevin’s zoom Collective Worship 

Assembly each week – thank you to some 

of our families who also joined us from 

home. This term, we have updated plans 

again and now we celebrate having Rev. 

Kevin back in school with us for our Year 3 

– 6 Collective Worship. The children are 

really enjoying the ‘face to face’ sessions 

again and our new teacher, Mr Pavey, 

adds much to our worship through his 

leading of our songs on the piano. It is 

lovely to hear the children sing again in 

school – during lockdown, we very much 

missed the children’s voices. Well done to 

our music specialist, Mrs Gosney, for 

putting singing back in to each of our 

classrooms this term – it was a real treat to 

see and hear our Year 6s perform in their 

Owl Classroom for us this term.  

Currently, all classes are working in their 

bubbles. When asked, the children said the 

following about recommencing school in 

September: 

 It’s the best ever to be back to see and 

play with our friends. 

 It’s brilliant having the teachers teach us 

again so that we can learn new things.  

A special well done to our wonderful 

15 new Reception children who have 

settled in superbly well with us; we 

have been very impressed at how 

quickly they have got in to our new 

school routine. The children have 

been in full time since day 1 and have 

coped admirably with everything that 

has come their way. It has been 

different than usual as they have not 

been able to mix with our other 
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bubbles. However, the children have seen 

other classes from afar (eg at our Head 

Boy/Girl etc assembly outside) and are 

getting to know one another slowly. We 

have missed getting our Dragonfly Parents 

in for phonics evenings etc. However, we 

have enjoyed meeting new families at the 

school gate. Moving forward, we are 

planning to see more parents in school but 

under very strict social distancing 

regulations.  

Pupils in other year groups have been 

excellent. Well done to our families who 

had to home school – such good humour, 

positivity and openness along the way and 

sincere thanks to our school staff for 

keeping in touch with their pupils. Some 

of our teachers had the double task of 

teaching our key workers pupils in school 

and also setting work for the majority of 

their class who had to stay at home. 

Everyone coped admirably well.  

In school since September, we have put 

many more support plans in place to allow 

everyone to keep as safe as possible within 

our St Nicholas bubble. Our new hand 

washing troughs allow the children to 

wash their hands thoroughly and 

efficiently, our three entrances allow for 

quick and safe drop off/pick up and the 

extra hours that our staff are working, 

ensure that all pupils are happy and 

secure in their return to school.  

Our learning garden continues to be a 

huge treasure for us all – this space has 

been invaluable to all of our classes. Well 

done to the children who have worked 

hard already this term, clearing, cutting 

back and preparing the garden for winter 

and next spring. Thank you to Mrs Howell 

who, once again, has spent many extra 

hours preparing for our gardening lessons 

with the children each week.  

Congratulations to Mrs Raison (known to 

the children as Sandra) for achieving such 

a glowing report in our Somerset County 

Council’s Catering Audit last month. With 

the leading of Mrs Billington and Mrs 

Crosby in our school office, we have 

Village School continued 
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managed to provide hot meals despite the 

bubble restrictions of the pandemic. Our 

school has invested a lot of extra money in 

to adjusting our hot meals provision for all 

of the children so it has been fantastic to 

hear that St Nicholas is an excellent model 

for all other schools. Well done to all of our 

staff who have been working through their 

lunch hours to ensure the children are 

catered for to the highest standard. Thank 

you also to Andrew from The Inn at 

Horsington for providing us with such 

scrumptious, nutritious food each day; the 

children cheered heartily on hearing the 

chicken korma, the chilli and the 

Wednesday roast were returning! 

This term, more than ever, we are 

committed to the well-being of our 

children and staff, the children’s physical 

fitness and their social skills. We are 

delighted to have secured the village hall 

for PE lessons this half term; due to our 

school hall being currently used as a 

classroom, we are most thankful to the 

village hall committee for liaising with Mrs 

Billington and securing 6 hours/week. Well 

done to everyone involved in agreeing this 

wonderful provision for each of our 

classes.  

Harvest thanks – our school community 

exceeded expectation this year and 

donated an outstanding 554 food items for 

The Lord’s Larder, Yeovil. It was super to 

have our House Captains and Vice 

Captains sort and count the food. A special 

thank you to one of our governors, Mrs 

Jenny Bates and her husband, for collecting 

the goods and transporting them to Yeovil 

last month.  

The days ahead are exciting at St Nicholas 

and whilst we now have to adapt to Covid

-19, my team and I remain positive and 

determined. Resilience and flexibility 

continue to be high on our agenda each 

week and it remains a complete pleasure to 

lead such a keen, highly committed staff 

team. I have been very touched at how 

everyone has pulled together and 

continued to smile. It is a real privilege to 
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teach our 105 keen children’s minds at St 

Nicholas – something my team and I see as 

a precious gift. The children continue to be 

amazing and they remain thankful for 

their school, their teachers, their learning 

and their friends. In 1 Corinthians 16:14, it 

says: Let everything you do be done in 

love. We see this lived out every day in 

school during work and play.  

In closing then, I would like to say a most 

sincere thank you to Mr Norman Symcox 

for his time with us as Chair of Governors. 

He was Chair when I commenced 

headship at St Nicholas almost 11 years 

ago now; he has been a huge support each 

year with school improvement plans and 

numerous inspections. Norman will 

remain as a governor on our board. 

Congratulations to Mrs Lorna Rogers who 

is now our new Chair of Governors. As a 

previous governor, Lorna has a very well 

informed handle on supporting the 

leading of our school and my staff and I 

very much look forward to seeing more of 

her in the months ahead.  

I would also like to say a sincere thank you 

to Mrs Jenny Bates who is retiring from 

our Governing Board this year. Jenny has 

been a great support to our school and we 

will miss her very much. She volunteered 

in school each week and has got to know 

many of the families in our school 

community. We wish Jenny and her family 

many good wishes, blessings and healthy, 

happy days ahead.  

We look forward to giving you more news 

in our next edition. Wishing all of our 

readers a very blessed Christmas and 

many good wishes for a wonderful 2021.  

Mrs Alison Shearer 

Headteacher 

Village School continued 
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WHO’D BE A SCHOOL GOVERNOR?! 

By Jenny Bates 

It was in 2007 when Keith and I retired and 

moved to Henstridge from 

Buckinghamshire.  We settled in quickly, 

getting involved in activities within the 

village and the church, but I missed being 

involved in education, having previously 

taught at a comprehensive school until 

retirement.   So I decided to volunteer to 

go into school on a Friday morning to hear 

the children read, and after some months 

decided to go onto the governing body, 

mainly in order to give my weekly visits 

some legitimacy.   The school at that time 

was headed up by Graeme Wilson who 

was working hard to restore the school’s 

good reputation after a few disastrous 

years when numbers shrunk down to the 

twenties.  Even in 2008 pupil numbers 

were only 35 and the school was 

threatened with closure along with other 

small schools at that time, though this 

fortunately didn’t happen.   Thanks to 

Graeme and his team, after some five years 

or so, people ‘forgot’ the school’s past 

history, and now for some years it has 

flourished and is proudly proclaimed as a 

‘Good’ school.  That ‘good’ reputation has 

continued under Mrs. Alison Shearer and 

her excellent staff. 

To start with, I spent my Friday mornings 

in the Reception/Year 1 class, run by Kay 

Carswell.  Here I witnessed ‘miracles’ 

every week.  Four year olds, some who 

had not attended any kind of nursery 

school or playgroup, and knew little about 

reading and writing, flourished under 

Kay’s tuition, and by the end of the year 

were beginning to read and write 

competently, and deal with numbers.   

There are many people in the village today 

who must be grateful to Mrs. Carswell for 

her gentle but persistent expert guiding 

and teaching which was a joy and 

privilege to witness.   

Some years later, I ‘graduated’ to Year 6 

and began to take individual children out 

of the class for one-to-one teaching in 

English and Maths.    I can remember 

many of them vividly and it is lovely to see 

them around the village, some of whom 

have now left school and are either in 

college or at work. 

The very best thing about teaching is that 

‘eureka’ moment.  A child may struggle 

about how to do long division or long 

multiplication (for example), and so after 

lots of patient explaining, doing it with 

them again and again, to see the light come 

into their eyes as they ‘get’ it, is an 

amazing experience.  There is nothing 

quite like it. 

In addition to my Friday morning visits, 

and of course, our regular governor 

meetings, there were the school trips 

which are always the highlight of the 

school year.   Volunteers like myself were 

often asked to take part in these, and they 

were always a joy. 

One memorable trip was going on the 

coach to Weymouth.  One child on arriving 

at the seaside happily exclaimed ‘We’re in 

Dorset now’.  (She didn’t realise we were 

in Dorset as soon as the coach had left 

Henstridge!)   The seaside these days is 

often plagued by seagulls who eat your 

lunch if they get the slightest chance.  To 

avoid this, we placed the children seated in 

a circle; the adult helpers stood around the 

circle, waving their yellow jackets around 
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 in the air to keep the gulls away.  It 

worked 90% of the time, though I 

witnessed one seagull whip a sandwich 

out of a poor child’s hand before he even 

realised what had happened! 

A second memorable moment was our 

school coach trip to Old Wardour Castle.  

As some of you know, the roads to the 

castle are very narrow, and unfortunately 

our coach driver took the wrong road.  As 

he tried to squeeze his coach through the 

bushes each side of the road, suddenly the 

windows along the left hand side of the 

coach smashed, and those of us sitting that 

side were showered with glass.  The 

children were wonderful – no-one 

panicked.  The little girl sitting next to me 

was traumatised but following 

instructions, stood up carefully allowing 

the glass to fall to the ground.  The whole 

school party safely got out of the coach 

and we expected to have to wait for a 

replacement coach.  Fortunately a kind 

neighbour allowed us to go into his large 

and interesting garden until the coach 

arrived.  Although we never reached 

Wardour Castle, this was an experience 

not to be forgotten! 

Time has moved on, and three of the 

Henstridge staff are now at Wincanton 

Primary School – Graeme Wilson 

(Headteacher), Kay Carswell (Deputy 

Head) and Stella Deane.  The school 

continues to grow and develop under 

Alison Shearer.   Numbers have grown to 

around 110 and when the large 

development south of Henstridge is built, 

this number could well double in size.   St. 

Nicholas School resembles a large family – 

the year groups mixing together and 

helping each other.   Whether a doubling 

of pupil numbers will preserve this family 

atmosphere remains to be seen, but it is 

something I fervently hope will continue. 

Best wishes to Alison Shearer, her team of 

excellent teachers, assistants and staff, 

particularly to Michelle Rozycki who I 

often worked with in Year 6 on Fridays, 

Jane and Tracey in the office, always 

helpful and friendly, and of course not 

forgetting the governing body, headed up 

by Norman Symcox.   It was an honour to 

be involved in the school for so long, and I 

thank them all for their friendship.  

And so now there is a vacancy on the 

school governing board.  Who’d be a 

governor?  It might be you! 

Jenny Bates 
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 News From Explorers Pre-School 

All the children returned to 

Explorers in the Autumn Term 

raring to go and excited to be back at 

Pre-School. We have welcomed new 

children and their families to 

Explorers and all the children have 

settled well into their new routines. 

We have been spending as much 

time as we can outside and continue 

to do so in all weathers. During this 

time, the children have been learning 

about Autumn Time, collecting 

leaves from the garden to make 

collage pictures, printing with the 

leaves and making clay leaf 

monsters. They have also been 

raking, sweeping, throwing, and 

driving their bikes and cars through 

piles of leaves having great fun. 

To brighten the garden up for the 

Spring the children have been 

planting daffodil bulbs and tulip 

bulbs. They really enjoyed digging in 

the compost and weeding the raised 

beds so that some bulbs could be 

planted. They also had individual pots to 

plant their daffodil bulbs so that they 

could “sleep” for the winter. 

The children are now involved with 

activities relating to Bonfire Night and 

Fireworks which will lead into “Diwali”, 

the Hindu Festival of light. 

Explorers is open from Monday to Friday 

from 9.00am-3.30pm during term time. For 

more information please visit the website 

or phone Mrs Anna Swinburn 07792 

240804. 

email explorers.preschool@hotmail.co.uk  

Website: explorers-preschool.org.uk 

Mrs Anna Swinburn- Supervisor. 

Rainbows and Brownies  

We have continued to meet as and when 

we can with a mixture of Zoom and face to 

face meetings. We enjoyed a picnic on the 

school field which was the first time we 

had been together since 16th March. It 

was lovely to see smiling faces and to 

hear the chatter. We played some 

socially distanced games and enjoyed 

our meeting. Our second face to face 

had to be cancelled at the last minute as 

it poured with rain. We have had zoom 

meetings and made cakes in mugs and 

have a virtual sleepover planned with 

autumn crafts. These sleepovers are not 

like the real thing because we do sleep 

but they are the next best thing.  We are 
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Vale Auto Services 

Low Cost Motoring Centre 
Premium service at sensible prices 

MOT £40 while you wait: Monday-Saturday 

Servicing, Repairs, Diagnostics, Tyres, 
Laser Wheel Alignment 

Free Collection / Delivery / Courtesy Car 
Telephone: 01963 362843 

Web: www.valeautoservices.co.uk 

C&G Plumbing 

 
All types of plumbing work undertaken from tap 

repairs to full installations. 

No job too small 
Experienced, reliable and professional service at 

Reasonable prices 
 

Telephone: 01963 371209 or 07766 186704 

meeting monthly in Buckhorn Weston hall 

and are joined by Templecombe Guides 

who can use a separate room. This allows 

us to keep to all the rules which are in 

place to keep the girls and leaders safe.  

We are only able to do all this because 

Tawny Owl is a wiz with the technology. 

However we do have problems as we are 

not attracting new members. I have had 

some enquiries but people want to wait 

until we can meet “properly”. This could 

be some time away and girls are missing 

out. We are suspending Rainbows at the 

end of the year as we only have one 

member. She will become a Brownie next 

year. 

Rainbows are girls aged 5-7 while 

Brownies are 7-10. I came across a quote 

from a Brownie who when asked why she 

had enjoyed her 3 years said simply that it 

was because in Guiding you are accepted 

for who you are. 

Contact: Jane Jeanes 

(Brown Owl) 

Tel: 01963 370769 or  07712 824747  

email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com  

 

 

The Young Ones continued 



 

 Page 12 

  

Vicar: The Revd. Kevin Rogers  

The Vicarage, Church Street,  

Henstridge BA8 0QE   

Tel:  01963 363832   

Email:  revkrogers@gmail.com   

Churchwardens: 

Jenny Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: jennybates@waitrose.com 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Officers of the PCC: 

Vice Chair 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Treasurer 

Keith Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: keith.bates@waitrose.com 

St Nicholas Church HenstridgeSt Nicholas Church Henstridge  
Church Street 

Henstridge BA8 0QE 

 

From the Rector 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from 

God our Father. 

We have all had to make 

unprecedented changes to the way 

we live our lives during this 

Pandemic. I think it would be fair to 

acknowledge that this has impacted 

every area of our lives. The analogy 

that comes to mind is of a ship 

loosed from its familiar and safe 

moorings to the chaos of the elements.  

This calls for a certain amount of lament, 

of grieving the loss we feel – the loss of 

loved ones, the loss of income and 

livelihoods, the loss of freedoms, the loss 

of celebrations and gatherings. We have 
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permission to get angry with God and to 

question God. But then, comes a time of 

listening to God, to his response. Psalm 13 

is a useful template for us. “How 

long, Lord? Will you forget me forever? 

How long will you hide your face from 

me? How long must I wrestle with my 

thoughts and day after day have sorrow in 

my heart? How long will my enemy 

triumph over me? Look on me and 

answer, Lord my God. Give light to my 

eyes, or I will sleep in death, and my 

enemy will say, “I have overcome him,” 

and my foes will rejoice when I fall. But I 

trust in your unfailing love; my heart 

rejoices in your salvation. I will 

sing the Lord’s praise, for he has been 

good to me.” 

As Christians our reality is that God has 

promised to never leave us; and as the 

incarnate God, to be our accompanier, 

guide, provider, and protector through 

even the most chaotic of life situations. 

And just like Jesus stilled the raging storm 

when in the boat with his Disciples, so he 

calms the raging panic, weariness, fear, 

and discouragement within, giving us 

peace despite circumstances.  And so, we 

are people of hope, and because we have 

hope, joy too that is not dependent on 

circumstances, but on the deep knowledge 

and certainty of God’s unconditional love 

and forgiveness. 

May you and those you care for know this 

hope and joy as we anticipate celebrating a 

very special Christmas season in a very 

special way that will look and feel 

different, but still be very special. Details 

of these celebrations will be advertised 

nearer the time. 

Yours in Christ, 

Rev Kevin Rogers 

Church Services during Lockdown 

Church services are being held via Zoom 

More details can be found on our website: 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/ 

Christingle 

We are working hard to find a way for this 

to happen. It will not be our normal Messy 

Church but will almost certainly be a 

virtual opportunity with packs being sent 

home via our school and on request for 

those who don’t yet attend school or go to 

other schools. Please keep a lookout for 

posters and social media pages. 

The Children’s Society are working 

tirelessly to improve the lives of children 

and this year need our support more than 

ever. I shall miss the rectangle of light 

around our church building which has 

brightened up a dull December afternoon 

or evening for the past 42 years but we 

will try to celebrate in a different way. 

Jane Jeanes 

Church Flowers and church cleaning 

The rotas have not yet been reinstated as 

these are not normal times. We managed 

to have some flowers in church for our 

Harvest celebration but most of you didn’t 

get to see them as the weather was so nice 

we could celebrate outside. There are 

flowers when we have a service in the 

church and I hope we can decorate for 

Christmas.I will contact those who usually 

decorate when I have a better idea. The 

crib and figures will certainly come down 

out of our loft. 

The church is cleaned and is as safe as it 

can be before it is open for services and for 

private prayer.  The time for private 

prayer depends on what else is happening 

in the building,.Various commitments 

mean that it will be limited during the 

week.   Jane Jeanes 

Church Matters continued 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/
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Parish Council 

Your Parish Council is still operating by 

safe means, using emails and Zoom for 

meetings, which are advertised in the 

normal way.  Any member of the public 

can “attend” our meeting by using the 

access information for Zoom published on 

the agenda. 

Please check our website regularly and 

help anyone you know who cannot access 

the internet. 

In my last contribution to Wots On I 

mentioned the proposals for the 

reorganisation of local government in 

Somerset.  In summary, Somerset County 

Council is advocating a single authority 

with parishes grouping together in Local 

Community Networks, which they call 

One Somerset.  South Somerset District 

Council, with the other District councils, is 

advocating two authorities, West Somerset 

and East Somerset, under the banner 

Stronger Somerset, together with county-

wide partner organisations to deliver 

services.  Both proposals in their own 

ways promise “new ways of working” and 

increasing roles for parishes.  But there are 

party political policies behind both of 

these proposals and it is not yet clear to us 

which will be best for Henstridge.  The 

final decision will be made by the 

Secretary of State and there is a process of 

public consultation.  For further details go 

to: 

www.strongersomerset.co.uk 

 www.onesomerset.org.uk 

I don’t have anything substantial to report 

on the A357 traffic issues, but we have 

made some progress in establishing 

contact with people who might be able to 

help us. 

Henstridge Parish  

Council 
Emma Curtis – Parish Clerk & RFO 

Henstridge Parish Council 

14 Everlanes Close 

Milborne Port 

Sherborne 

Dorset 

DT9 5FT 

Mob: 07745 270285 

Tel: 01963 250015 

Email: clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Web: www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Meet the Parish Council: 

Ken Courtenay - Chair 

David Nichols - Deputy Chair 

Howard Bentley-Marchant Barry Howlett 

Peter Crocker  Carolyn Nichols 

Simon Cullum  Andrew McMillan 

Adrian Gaymer  Jean Oswick 

Elspeth Graham  Jane Rose 

John Graham  

Administration for the council is dealt with by the Clerk and Proper officer, Emma Curtis.  

In the first instance, all enquiries should be made to the Clerk. 

District Councillors are: Hayward Burt and William Wallace (who is also County Councillor) 
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Carolyn Nichols, the Chairman of Open 

Spaces, will cover many issues concerning 

our outdoor amenities in her piece.  I 

would like to make just a couple of 

requests to everybody: 

First, please be very careful to follow 

Covid precautions when using the outside 

gym and other play equipment.  It is up to 

us all to limit the spread of this virus. 

Second, please take care about not leaving 

rubbish.  A large amount is being collected 

on a regular basis from the Rec, including 

dog mess.  Furthermore, a lady has 

contacted us recently to say that when she 

buried her mother in our cemetery, she 

encountered a lot of dog mess near her 

mother’s grave.  At such a time of family 

grief this was most unfortunate, to say the 

least.  Dog owners, please think of others! 

Finally, on behalf of the Parish Council, I 

would like to wish everyone a safe winter 

and Christmas season.  It will be different, 

that is for sure, but we can find ways of 

making it enjoyable all the same!  Please 

look out for your neighbours. 

Ken Courtenay 

Chairman, Henstridge Parish Council 

Open Spaces  

A News Flash first regarding the latest 

lockdown we find our selves enduring. We 

have had to fence off the Green Gym 

again, however the children’s Play Area is 

to stay open. There is sanitiser under the 

canopy at the Village Hall for your use 

when visiting the recreation ground.  

As we go into winter and nature starts to 

take a rest a lot of the work around the 

Parish slows down so we can turn our 

efforts into preparing for next year. We are 

holding our budget meetings for 2021 – 

2022 and are looking at ways we can 

enhance the Village and Parish with new 

projects on the to do list. We look forward 

to telling you all about them at the start of 

our next financial year.  

We sought five different quotes for the 

new kiddies play area and have whittled it 

down to two. We have sought the opinion 

of parents and children and will take on 

board their very useful comments. The two 

are going to be fine tuned and scrutinised 

in detail by a working party and then 

brought back to council for a final decision.  

We will be getting a number of free sapling 

trees from SSDC and these will find homes 

around the Parish including Oak Vale 

Wood and the recreation ground.  

We have had the unwelcome expense of 

replacing the signage at the BMX track as 

the banners we put up were stolen. Money 

that could have been much better spent on 

our youngsters.  

The goal posts look resplendent with their 

new coat of paint and new nets kindly put 

up by a volunteer from the village.  

We are still tackling the weeds at the BMX 

track and hope that we will soon have 

them eradicated.  

News from the allotments: This year has 

seen a resurgence in growing crops for the 

kitchen and we have a fabulous range of 

produce being cultivated. Some of the new 

tenants have put in a great deal of effort to 

cultivate previously abandoned plots. We 

even have some chicken! There are plans 

for several improvements over the next 

nine months, to create a community 

orchard and allotment hub, there is a 

vision to extend the hub to provide a social 

centre to the allotments with shared 

resources. We are hoping to get an 

association running in the coming year.  

Parish Council contd 



 

 Page 16 

 
The path at the far end of Oak Vale Wood 

is much drier since the completion of the 

remedial work undertaken in the summer. 

Those of you who walk through the wood 

will soon notice that the plethora of new 

brambles will have been treated and there 

will be tree guards on some of the sapling 

trees to protect them.  

After a visit from our district Tree Warden 

I am afraid to say that our Ash trees are 

suffering from Ash die back, this will in 

due course mean having to remove them. 

So we are looking at replacing them now 

with sapling trees that will thrive in our 

wood.  

The fence in the Village Hall car park has 

been replaced, now our attention is drawn 

to the hedge at the end of the car park it 

looks very drab at its base. Parishioners do 

you have tubs filled with winter planting 

including bulbs? Do you throw away the 

bulbs in the spring? Instead of throwing 

them away we could plant them under the 

hedge, for a couple of bags of compost and 

mulch and little weeding spring in 2022 

could look a whole lot brighter. 

Carolyn Nichols  

Chairman Open Spaces Committee  

 

The Hundred Tree Challenge 

We are all aware of climate change 

although it has been put on the back 

burner for many of us who are trying to 

cope with Covid 19. I want to bring our 

changing climate right back to front and 

centre. What can you and I do to help? 

Something that is simple, does not cost a 

lot and will bring a lot of pleasure for 

years to come. 

Simple answer - plant a tree! 

We all know that trees are good for 

biodiversity that their canopy captures a 

huge amount of rain water slowing its 

path to the ground where the trees roots 

then take up a vast amounts thus 

mitigating flooding. We all love this green 

and pleasant land we are so lucky to live in 

so why don’t we make it even greener? 

Did you know Somerset has less tree cover 

than many other rural counties, Somerset 

Councils are committed to planting trees to 

help mitigate their carbon footprint, and 

we can help too. 

Most of our gardens could take at least one 

more tree, or, what about a memorial tree 

for a loved one, a birthday or Christmas 

present. No garden, then why not buy a 

tree for a member of the family who will 

think of you every time they see it. You 

could even plant saplings, a tree is a tree 

after all. Children you could grow your 

own trees from seeds like acorns (there are 

lots in Oak Vale Wood). My challenge to 

the Parish of Henstridge is for us as a 

community to plant 100 trees this winter. 

So get planting, and let me know what tree 

you have planted, a picture would be great 

and in the next edition of Wots’on I will 

collate all the information you have sent 

me. 

To start the ball rolling I am planting four 

different birch trees this month so only 96 

to go! 

(Please do read the very useful 

information from Simon Cullum our 

Parish Tree Warden about buying and 

planting trees.) 

Carolyn Nichols 

carolyn.nichols@mail.com 

Chairman Open Spaces Committee 

 

So you want to plant a tree? 

And well done, it’s a great idea, as Carolyn 

has shown. 

Parish Council contd 
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Blackmore Vale Forge 

General blacksmith and welding 
Telephone: 01963 364116 
Email: blackmorevaleforge@gmail.com 

MB Electrical – Part P Registered 

Mike Barnes domestic electrical work  
& PAT testing 

Telephone: 01963 363133 or 07966 108590 

Westree Company 

Tree surgery, pruning, reductions, felling, stump 
removal, emergency tree works, logs for sale. 
Hedge trimming, reductions, planting, sheds, 

summerhouses, garden rooms,  

equestrian buildings, garages 
Telephone: 01963 362615 
Email: enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk 

Web: www.westreecompany.co.uk 

But how do I buy a tree, and how do I 

plant it? 

Buying a tree is the first and most 

important step. The key is to buy from a 

reputable supplier, and to try to buy 

indigenous species that are grown locally. 

This way you have more chance of having 

a successful tree. It should not be diseased, 

or import foreign bugs, bacteria and 

insects that may, and do, cause great harm 

to our environment. You should always 

ask the supplier where they got their trees; 

sadly, crates of very cheap imports from 

Europe and further afield enter the 

country every year, and they are very 

cheap, and somewhat irresistible to many 

garden centres trying to make more 

money. 

If you buy a good tree, then you are over 

half way there. To plant a tree you can, of 

course, ask your supplier to do it. Good 

garden centres do it for a minimal fee, and 

you are comfortable in the knowledge that 

the job has been done well. If you choose 

to do it yourself, first pick your spot; 

remember that your tree is going to grow, 

so try and envision it in twenty years time- 

perhaps NOT so close to the greenhouse? 

Dig a hole more than big enough to 

accommodate the roots; spread them out, 

and, if needed put a stake for support in at 

this stage, with a soft collar to go round 

the trunk. Replace the soil, firm in and 

water well. Saplings will require a tree 

guard to protect them from nibbling 

animals. Keep the soil around your tree 

weed free; the tree does not need any 

competition for water at the early stages. 

And enjoy watching it thrive and grow 

over the years. 

Simon Cullum 

Lottery 25 Fund  

If you remember I was lucky enough to 

secure a grant from the National Lottery in 

their 25th Birthday handout.  

Covid 19 altered the plans to spend the 

monies received as we could not enter 

Britain in Bloom as it was cancelled.  

However the flower bed by the War 

Memorial was built and planted in time 

for VJ day with red white and blue 

flowers. It has now been planted up with 

spring bedding and bulbs.  

The window boxes have been installed at 

the Village Hall and planted up. The 

Christmas tree box is being assembled in 

readiness and will be placed outside Post 

Office House, I will purchase a tree and 

lighting, to brighten the centre of the 

village. 

 The raised beds for community use will 

be built in readiness for next spring the 

wood being stored until needed. Other 

small projects are being pursued. I look 

forward to giving you an update in the 

next issue.  

Carolyn Nichols  
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 Christmas Trees 

Owing to the latest Lockdown we 

may have only 3 weeks (or less!) to 

collect and put up all the Christmas 

trees in the High Street.  I would 

appreciate some help with that, so if 

you have a strong arm, a saw and a 

ladder and could help me fix up 

Christmas trees, or you could just 

help me carry them, then wind lights 

around them while I put them up, please 

ring me on 363544 and leave your contact 

details. 

Andy McMillan 

News from your Village Hall  

Christmas this year will be a very muted 

affair for us all, we were hoping to bring a 

little joy with some fundraising events in 

November but now cancelled because of 

the latest lock down. We have a Car Boot 

and Table Top Sale pencilled in for the 

13th December, so we are hoping that it 

will take place.  

On a positive note, we are working hard 

getting quotes and finding contractors for 

refurbishing the main kitchen, we hope 

that the work will take place very soon. 

We have just upgraded all the old style 

emergency lighting in the building, and 

purchased a new freezer, in the anticipa-

tion of coming out of Covid and being able 

to hold all our fundraising events again. 

The new heating in the lounge is up and 

running now and has had lots of positive 

reviews.  

A group is now holding Table Tennis twice 

a week, so we are pleased to see the Tables 

are in use. If you would like to have a go 

do get in touch.  

Bookings for the hall are gaining momen-

tum with several new groups joining us, 

there are still some spaces available if you 

or your group needs a venue.  

We are very pleased that the Youth Club 

will be restarting in November via Zoom 

until we come out of lockdown and then 

can start to use the hall. We wish them all 

the very best in their endeavour.  

One of our members has left us for the 

Cornish coast and we wish her well in her 

new abode, and another has just retired 

after many years of service and we wish 

him well. We have two previous members 

rejoin us and their input will be much ap-

preciated by the rest of the committee. If 

you have a little time to spare and would 

like to be involved in helping us run a vi-

brant and very needed facility for the vil-

lage we would be very pleased to hear 

from you, as they say, many hands make 

light work!  

Our objective is to support local groups by 

providing a safe and welcoming venue for 

them to thrive and grow. To carry out that 

aim we have to raise enough funds to keep 

our now elderly building ship shape and 

cover all our overheads. So please do try 

and come and support the few Covid Safe 

fundraising events that we are able to 

hold.  

To all the groups, who despite Covid, had 

returned to the hall and to the new groups 

who have joined us thank you, and we will 

here for you when we all come out of lock-

down.  

We wish you one and all a Happy Christ-

mas, please stay safe and may 2021 bring 

us the hope of a new beginning.  

Carolyn Nichols  

Chairman and Bookings Administrator 

bookingshenstridgevillagehall@gmail.com 

01963363123 
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Youth Club 

As I am writing this, our Youth Club, led 

by Young Somerset, is ready and excited 

to open the doors of our new Youth Club 

on Friday 6th November. However, at the 

same time we are all listening to the latest 

restrictions to be announced by the Gov-

ernment. Fortunately, both Young Somer-

set and the new Youth Club Committee 

have planned for such an eventuality and, 

should we find that we cannot open the 

doors of our village hall on the 6th, we will 

be running a virtual Youth Club where we 

can still meet and support our young peo-

ple and have fun and games in the process. 

If you would like your young person to 

join our new and exciting Youth Club you 

can contact Andrea White at Young Som-

erset, find our new Youth Club Facebook 

page, or contact Jane Rose on the numbers 

below this post. 

 

WWW.YOUNGSOMERSET.ORG.UK 

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/GROUPS/

HENSTRIDGEYOUTHCLUB  

 

Our (very interesting) November Pro-

gramme: 

FRIDAY 6th - Welcome back, human bin-

go, water bottle rockets and Marshmallow 

shooters 

FRIDAY 13TH - GROUP ACTIVITIES 

Getting to know each other, plan for De-

cember sessions, spooky stories and toe 

painting 

FRIDAY 20TH - ANTI-BULLYING 

AWARENESS 

Worry splat monsters, think before you 

speak activity and bully balloons 

FRIDAY 27TH - GROUP ACTIVITIES 

Jelly baby tower challenge, hand to foot 

group challenge and a fun scavenger hunt 

I look forward to writing the update for 

the next issue of Wot's On and sharing 

with you how our new Youth Club is de-

veloping.  If you have any skills that you 

would like to offer and would like to get 

involved and/or join our team of volun-

teers, please phone 01963 362048 or 07761 

185630 

Jane Rose 

PC Representative for Youth 

Henstridge Youth Club Committee Chair 

 

And a Word from our Police  

Please ensure you stay up to date with the 

latest rules and guidance around Covid 19 

by visiting the govt.uk website for the lat-

est updates. 

Have you visited the Avon and Somerset 

police website recently? It is constantly 

being updated with useful advice and 

ways to report incidents. 

You may be lucky enough to receive a 

dash-cam from Santa this Christmas. If 

you are, then please have a look at the 

Report section on the website. Under the 

‘vehicles and roads’ section you will find a 

heading of ‘accident or incident on the 

road’. If you click on this you will find a 

series of Yes / No questions that will assist 

you in reporting incidents and give you 

the opportunity to upload dash-cam foot-

age if it is of evidential quality.  The first 

question is ‘Did a vehicle hit someone or 

something?’ If you click on no, the next 

question is ‘Do you have video footage of 

the incident’.  Clicking on yes leads you to 

an accident report or asks you to call 999 

(dash-cam footage may be requested by 

News & Events contd 
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the officer dealing with the incident). 

As long as the incident occurred within 7 

days, you are willing to provide a state-

ment and attend court, you have footage 2 

minutes before and after the incident and 

the registration of the vehicle involved can 

be seen clearly, you will be able to upload 

your footage which will be reviewed by a 

Traffic Officer. If there are offences, then 

the Officer will complete the necessary 

paperwork and report the offender for the 

offence. 

This facility is a really useful tool for the 

police and has resulted in many successful 

prosecutions involving driving offences. 

Footage from horse riders, cyclists, motor-

cyclists, cars and lorries have all been 

used. 

Have an enjoyable and safe Christmas and 

New Year. 

Wincanton Rural East 

PC Sara Stephenson, PCSO Tim Russell 

and PCSO Jan SPARKES 

Current Policing Issues in Henstridge: 

Thefts of power tools from vans.  

Anti Social Behaviour - please call 101/999 

if you observe or are a victim of ASB.  

 

Festival Flower Competition 

When the HSF realised that, due to the 

ongoing pandemic the chances of holding 

the festival this year were out of reach, we 

wanted to find another way of raising 

funds for our next festival and, at the same 

time, to come up with an idea that would 

also bring our parish together in a fun 

community project within which all age 

groups could participate. 

It was a bit of a 'slow burner' however, as 

with our festival scarecrow competition 

News & Events contd 
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last year, Henstridge came through and we 

have all seen the results of folks' hard 

work - our village decorated with whacky 

festival flowers that many have comment-

ed they have enjoyed seeing adorning our 

parish. 

Our Reverend walked round and judged 

the entries and selected our three adult 

winners in 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. Our first 

prize winners (pictured) won some luxury 

chocolates and a bottle of champagne. Our 

second prize winner won luxury choco-

lates and a bottle of wine of their choice 

and our third prize winner won a £15 

Dikes voucher. 

About half way through the competition, 

the HSF had the idea of creating some 

flowers with hidden caterpillars inside for 

the preschool children to have fun search-

ing for. It was a joy to present the 1st, 2nd 

3rd prizes to the winning children, the 

parents of whom shared what a wonderful 

time they had enjoyed helping their 

youngsters find all 6 hidden caterpillars. 

All the parents said what a great idea it 

was and that they hoped we would come 

up with more innovative and fun activities 

for the youngsters. We have already got 

our thinking caps on! 

Thank you to Dikes for contributing to the 

prizes, to Bindy for supporting the adver-

tising of the event, to our Kev the Rev for 

taking the time out of his busy schedule to 

judge the entries and to all who joined in 

with the festival spirit, either creating 

flowers, sponsoring the project or just 

helping to put them up around the village. 

Thank you also to some of the local busi-

nesses who sponsored the event - Razzle 

Dazzle, Kedgeworth and the Bird in Hand. 

To date we have raised £450! The JustGiv-

ing page is still open should anyone want 

to make a last minute donation: https://

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/hsf-

flowerpower 

and all of the flowers will be used to deco-

rate our next festival!  

Look out for our next HSF project and get 

involved :-) 

Jane Rose 

Chair 

Henstridge Summer Festival CIC 

Reg. No. 12442623 

 

Dangers of the A357 

One of the great values of 'Wots On' dur-

ing this Covid crisis is its ability to chat 

about issues of the day in a much broader 

way than 'socially-distanced' chance meet-

ings about the Parish allow.  Here is a case 

in point.  For many years I have heard 

complaints about the traffic on the A357.  

So have others.  Indeed, there have been 

previous committees on this very matter.  

As a member of the Parish Council I know 

we are aware of the many letters of com-

plaint we get on the subject: about the dan-

gers of the narrow, pavement-less strip 

between the shop and Cotton Corner not 

to mention the dangers of stepping out of 

the shop to be just missed by a lorry pass-

ing inches from the edge of the building.   

True, as far as we are aware (and do let us 

know if we are wrong), no pedestrian has 

yet been killed or seriously injured in the 

village for perhaps the last quarter of a 

century - but the potential for that to hap-

pen, while obvious to us parishioners, 

does not seem to be something the county 

authorities are concerned about.   

While not ignoring proposed local devel-

opments (which may or may not later get 

detailed permissions), we want you to un-

News & Events contd 
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Keep in Touch! 

Keep in touch with all the local ac-

tivities - look for Henstridge Village 

Hall on Facebook, or check out the 

“events” in Nextdoor Henstridge or 

check the signboards outside the 

Village Hall or the Bird in Hand. 

Due to Corona Virus, most of the 

regular activities are on hold.Check no-

tice boards in the shop, Henstridge 

Online, Facebook and Nextdoor Hen-

stridge for details when our activities 

restart. 

 

The following groups restarted in Septem-

ber, and while they will be taking a break 

in November, hope to continue in Decem-

ber.   

The contact for each is on the last page of 

the magazine. 

 

Art Club 

Craft Club 

Yoga 

Loose Ends 

Jazzercise 

Book Club 

 

Brian Kinder & Son 

Motor engineers 
Servicing & repairs to all makes 

 

Unit 7A Marsh Lane Industrial Estate,  

Henstridge BA80TG 
Telephone: 01963 363151 or 07714 293852 
Email: gkinder2808@gmail.com 

Web: www.briankinderandson.co.uk 
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derstand that your PC does not take the 

current problems lightly and has approved 

an 'A357 Action Committee' which has not 

only been meeting in the village for a year 

or so, but has already met with council 

officials to express our - and more particu-

larly your - concerns.  So far we have not 

had any action yet, sadly, but we have 

learned much of what could be done if 

there were the will, and what would and 

would not be considered 'appropriate' for 

a small village in the corner of Somerset.  

We politely suggest, therefore, that if you 

have any complaints about the traffic 

through the village, if you have any con-

cerns about its speed, its size, its danger to 

pedestrians, shoppers and children, or 

about its other effects upon your lives 

(such as noise or vibration), that you e-

mail or write to our Parish Clerk (or both!), 

and send a copy to the Highways depart-

ment.  Both addresses are noted below - 

but do notice that word 'politely'; having a 

'rant' is no use to anybody and will cer-

tainly be ignored, while complaining that 

"it's all dreadful" and that "something 

must be done" is also a waste of typing or 

stamps.  Precise, thoughtfully-worded and 

specific complaints about any particular 

problem you face in your home on the 

A357 or on your amblings about the High 

Street, however, we believe ought to be 

both heard and acted upon.  So while we 

can do something, a louder, more precisely

-worded list of problems you encounter 

can only allow us to be more precise in 

finding some kind of solution.  Over to 

you then, Henstridge parishioners . . .  

AM  (A member of the Henstridge A357 

Group.) 

Parish Clerk: 

clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk or 

Parish Clerk,  14 Everlanes Close, Mil-

borne Port, Sherborne, Dorset, DT9 5FT 

(NO personal visitors! - mail only)   

 

News & Events contd 
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 Henstridge Road Kill   

As a regular cyclist I have a keener 

perception of the highway environs 

than the majority of oblivious road 

travellers, cruising or hurtling past 

in their insulated glass and metal 

cabins.  During my new daily com-

mutes between Henstridge and Stal-

bridge I became poignantly aware of 

the tally of slain animals, battered 

and flattened along just a one and a 

half mile stretch of the A357. 

Suspecting this cull of wildlife to be 

far more significant than most peo-

ple might know, or wish to know, I 

decided to do some citizen science 

and record all the dead creatures, large 

and small, observed along the carriageway 

for a period of one year.  I noted date, lo-

cality and speed limit, and divided the 

journey into four sections: Henstridge 30 

mph (0.83 km), Henstridge 60 mph (0.18 

km), Stalbridge 60 mph (0.92 km) and Stal-

bridge 30 mph (0.38 km).  The results were 

even more devastating than I had antici-

pated, pointing to the conclusion that road 

kill is an underrated factor among the 

more established caused of wildlife loss.  

The effects of different traffic speeds and 

volumes also produced some unexpected 

outcomes. 

Looking at the table of results many will 

be shocked, not just at the quantity of ani-

mals, but at the variety of different species.  

Top among the casualties, unfortunately, 

was the beloved Henstridge Hedgehog 

with 11 ‘hits’.  Other kill included 8 species 

of bird, 5 more species of mammal, and 4 

species of butterfly.  There was a marked 

seasonal effect with 86% (42) of all casual-

ties being recorded between April and 

September, and only 14% (7) between Oc-

tober and March.  The obvious explanation 

here is that animals are generally more 

active during the summer months, being 

occupied with foraging and breeding. 

These figures represent the minimum num-

ber of animal deaths over a short stretch of 

road.  Other bodies will have been con-

cealed in the verge or hedge, taken by 

scavengers, or stuck to vehicles.  Some of 

the injured will have carried on, only to 

die later. 

Strangely, the Covid lockdown did not 

reduce the level of carnage, the number of 

bird and mammal victims recorded during 

the travel restricted months of April to 

June being actually higher than the num-

ber recorded during the reopening from 

July to September.  One reason for this 

may be that many fatalities – though by no 

means all – occur during the night or early 

in the morning when traffic levels are low 

anyway.  Yet it is interesting to note that a 

greatly decreased volume of traffic did not 

coincide with any decrease in the slaugh-

ter.  Indeed, there were many reports in 

the media of animals ‘reclaiming’ the 

roads during lockdown, the reduction of 

vehicle noise perhaps lulling them into a 

false sense of security. 

Another seemingly unexpected result is 

the larger number of casualties in the Hen-

stridge 30 mph zone than in the entire 60 

mph zone, despite the latter constituting a 

longer total distance.  There are probably 

local factors at play here, such as the prox-

imity of Stalbridge wall forming a barrier 

to road crossings for most of the 60 mph 

stretch.  But it may be that the rural village 

of Henstridge, with its tapestry of build-

ings, gardens, lanes and open spaces, sup-

ports a greater abundance and diversity of 

wildlife than the pastoral monoculture that 
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dominates beyond its boundaries. 

This small study, therefore, provides no 

evidence that reducing either the volume 

or the speed of traffic reduces road kill.  It 

may be that the amount of road kill is 

simply a reflection of the amount of wild-

life in the immediate vicinity, irrespective 

of traffic conditions. 

There is a belief among British butterfly 

conservationists, based on some observa-

tions made by Jeremy Thomas in the 1980s, 

that butterflies are harmlessly wafted away 

in the airflow around vehicles.  I have al-

ways considered this to be questionable 

(and unreplicated) science, not just from 

the point of view of a sharp-eyed cyclist 

but also as a motorist.  On several occa-

sions while driving on ‘moth nights’ I have 

witnessed the ghostly nocturnal revellers 

materialise as ‘thuds’ every few seconds 

on the front of the car, despite my travel-

ling at a deliberately reduced speed.  The 

journal Biological Conservation Kantola et al. 

(2019) reported that around the world 

“researchers have suggested that butter-

flies are one of the most common insect 

orders killed by vehicles”. 

Owing to their small size and 

fragility, butterflies and moths 

are almost certainly under-

recorded as traffic victims, 

both in my own data and in 

general.  But to imagine that 

this lack of collected evidence 

implies that lepidopterans 

normally survive encounters 

with vehicles is, in my view, 

part of a culture of road kill 

denial. 

But a gathering body of statis-

tics is helping to bring the subject into the 

open.  Much emotive media attention is 

given to the culling of badgers, yet far 

greater numbers are lost to roads.  The 

Badger Trust states that “traffic is the num-

ber one threat to badgers” with an estimat-

ed 50,000 killed on UK roads every year.  

Research published this year from 

Nottingham Trent University suggests that 

annual hedgehog road kill may be as high 

as 335,000, representing perhaps one third 

of the entire (declining) UK population. 

The public can now add to this increasing 

awareness by reporting incidents of road 

kill online at Project Splatter, a research 

study based at Cardiff University. 

While destruction of habitat undoubtedly 

remains the chief cause of wildlife loss – 

and roads have contributed to that aspect 

too – road kill is an additional pressure on 

populations that are already dwindling.  

Are mitigation measures possible, and 

how effective are they? 

A 20 mph speed limit through Henstridge 

might reduce fatal collisions with airborne 

birds and insects, assuming drivers com-

ply.  The problem with hedgehogs is that 

Roadkill continued 
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they are small, slow, and do not wear yel-

low jackets, so drivers may not spot them 

at night regardless of any imposed speed 

limit.  Yet a considerate driver, on the 

lookout for animals in the road and driv-

ing at lower speed, may well be able to 

take evasive action.  Warning signs at ei-

ther end of the village, consisting of a 

hedgehog in a red triangle with the word-

ing ‘hedgehogs crossing’, would foster 

awareness. 

Another policy is to provide more suitable 

habitat and thoroughfares through gar-

dens, so that hedgehogs are not forced to 

use roads to seek food, mates and shelter.  

The standard advice is to not keep your 

garden obsessively tidy, and allow gaps or 

holes under walls and fences for 

‘hedgehog highways’. 

The above measures, if properly and wide-

ly implemented, may have some impact in 

reducing road kill.  However, this is one 

environmental problem that will not be 

alleviated by the transition to silent run-

ning, electric vehicles. 

Nicolas S. Brown  25/10/20 

Roadkill continued 
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 Lewis Coaches 

Not many of us are lucky enough 

for our job of over 40 years to then 

turn into our hobby on retirement. 

Mark Lewis Withers is the owner of 

Lewis Coaches. Always in the mo-

tor trade, Mark worked as an ap-

prentice in 1968 learning his trade 

as a motor mechanic for Granville 

Tours Coach Company. His parents 

ran a small coach company at 

Chitterne near Warminster, but in 

1959 his father gave up the business 

and joined the Ministry of 

Transport moving to Nottingham in 

the East Midlands. Then followed a 

move to Grimsby and in 1969 to 

Truro where Mark met his future 

wife. In 1988 the family moved to 

Henstridge and took over Lewis Coaches 

when previous owner Mr Lewis, who 

started the business retired. Mark took and 

passed his PSV licence (Public Service Ve-

hicle) together with his wife, meaning that 

there were then three drivers plus some 

part timers, allowing the company to run 

five vehicles. In those early days they had 

four school contracts which was the “bread 

and butter” base from which the company 

could expand. 

The first of the classic Bedford coaches was 

purchased in 2003, the Bedford SB, the 

largest of the coaches in the fleet seating 41 

people. There followed a 1949 Bedford OB 

and later another OB of 1947 vintage! All 

are in beautiful condition and have been 

lovingly kept and restored over Mark’s 

period of ownership and as custodian of 

these superb examples of craftsmanship. 

The Bedford OB especially reeks of tasteful 

and artistic design originating from the Art 

Nouveau period in the 1930’s. Details are 

exquisite, ranging from the lamps to the 

bell pusher and internal lights and win-

dow openers. The handmade quality is 

something rarely seen on modern vehicles. 

For the more technical the OB sports 72 

BHP from a 3.5 litre petrol engine and 

manages 12 mpg if driven carefully. A 5 

litre motor in the larger 1956 SB Bedford 

has 105 HP and manages just 7 mpg. All 

“crash” gearboxes with no synchromesh. 

How things have changed! 
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 As was common in that period Bedford 

built the chassis in Luton and the body-

work was built by Duple Coachwork in 

London. Construction is aluminium over 

an ash wood frame. Windows are flat 

glass. Mark has completely rebuilt much of 

the ash frame and re-fitted bodywork and 

roof linings. Seats have been re-

upholstered and the whole effect trans-

ports you back into a world of elegance 

and beauty. 

Although semi-retired, it is still possible to 

hire coaches for weddings or that special 

occasion or special, perhaps romantic trip. 

(as soon as COVID allows!) 

Mark Lewis Withers 01963 363787 
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 The Henstridge Flyers WI  

These past few months have been 

unusual to say the least, but we have 

managed to keep going in one form 

or the other. 

Our members have recently been 

treated to a cream tea at Castle 

Gardens, and a fish and chip supper 

in a member’s garden.  We have had 

a couple of fundraising table top 

sales and one or two games of 

croquet. 

We have been very fortunate to listen to 

some very interesting speakers sent 

through Zoom from our Head Office.  We 

have listened to the Yorkshire Shepherdess 

and a man who played the ukulele with 

Ken Dodd!  We have also had a talk from 

author Rayner Winn, whose stimulating 

talk was interrupted in a most unusual 

way, but enjoyable all the same! 

We have managed to recruit 4 new 

members and they have received a warm 

welcome.  We are determined to keep 

going, and are making plans for the future. 

Sue Latimer, secretary  01963 365765 

susanlatimer155@gmail  

 

Henstridge Line Dancers 

Well as time goes on, I’m glad to say that 

we are back.  The class has now been split 

into two groups and all is well so far. 

However I’m sorry to say that at this time I 

cannot take any new dancers. 

Do all stay safe. 

Ros Browning 

Ros Browning— 01963 363016 

CAMEO 

At the moment we are still not meeting, 

but maybe 2021? 

Ros Browning—01963 363016 

Henstridge Book Club 

It was great while it lasted!  The book club 

met at the Bird through the summer and 

autumn months, and enjoyed discussing 

our favourite books once again.  We will 

need to resort to Zoom for November, but 

hope to be back at the Bird by December… 

watch this space! 

Come and join the book club if you like to 

read crime fiction, and to solve the 

problems of the world in the pub!  We 

meet on the third Wednesday of each 

month at 7:45 at the Bird in Hand (when 

not in lockdown).  We try to read new 

authors, new times, new countries… but 

still in the crime fiction / espionage genre.  

There are usually 6-8 of us that make it to 

the meeting each month.  You are very 

welcome to join us – even if you can’t 

make every meeting.  So just come along 

one evening, or if you would like more 

information, please contact Gail Cullum  

Gail Cullum - 01963 362878 

gailpcullum@gmail.com 

 

The Art Group 

The art group could accommodate a few 

more members, so give it a thought. No 

pressure, no competition, just come along 

and 'do your own thing 'in a friendly 

unthreatening environment. 

Village Hall, Mondays from 10am to noon. 

Liz Holbrook. 
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Bird in Hand 

 
Your friendly local pub 

Skittle Alley available for functions 

Real Ale, local cider and guest beers available 
Lunch time bar snacks 

Sky Sports 

Telephone: 01963 362255 
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Henstridge Family History Group 

Sadly, we remain restricted in our 

activities with no meetings, but the 

members find family research never 

ending and very absorbing!  

Since last writing for “Wots On” I have 

been contacted by folk trying to trace their 

ancestors who have connections in 

Henstridge. Sometimes we can assist, but 

there are some documents that need to be 

paid for. It is not quite as simple as it 

appears on the BBC’s “Who Do You Think 

You Are”; the average person just does not 

have unlimited access to precious 

documents that are often hundreds of 

years old.  

It seems that we now have a long winter 

ahead of us, and starting a family tree 

could be an interesting family project for 

both children and adults in a household. 

There is much that can be found for free on 

the internet, but often proof of relationship 

is needed by obtaining certificates.  

Talking to grand and great grandparents is 

a wonderful source of information, and 

often surprising what is lurking in the 

family archives. For the genealogist, these 

are the most sought after revelations. 

Today, it is profoundly distressing if you 

find your ancestors had been in the 

workhouses and POW camps; some fifty 

years ago this would not have been spoken 

about.  

We seem to feel we are suffering because 

of Covid 19, but history can put our lives 

into perspective, and we must be thankful 

for this beautiful part of England that we 

live in and at this time enjoy relative 

freedom.  

If you wish to make an effort to find your 

ancestors, many of whom maybe in our 

churchyard, I can send you some starter 

charts and other tips. Maybe if you are 

lucky enough to be able see your elderly 

relatives at Christmas, you could get off to 

a flying start by asking them of their 

memories.  

There are family history members in the 

village who will always be happy to help.  

Just ask!  

Linda Farnsworth    

01963 365802  or  07884 072548 

henstridgefhs@gmail.com 

 

Loose Ends 

Loose Ends started again in September, 

and met at the Village hall during 

September and October.  We soon got used 

to the new way of doing things, with 

masks and social distancing all in place.  

The fabulous cakes made it all worthwhile! 

We hope to restart our Friday mornings in 

December, or once the current lockdown is 

over.  We have been offered some “spill-

over” space into the main hall if we need 

it, so do come along when we are able to 

restart. 

Watch for notices on Nextdoor Henstridge 

and the noticeboard at the Village Hall for 

Clubs & Societies  continued 
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any more information.  Hope to see you on 

Friday mornings from December. 

Gail and Simon Cullum – 01963 362878 

gailpcullum@gmail.com 
 

News from the Hive 

Greetings from the warmth and security of 

the hive. We have toiled all through the 

spring, summer and early autumn to bring 

in pollen and nectar to nurture our 

growing family and to store for colder 

days. It is important that the cells in which 

we store the honey are clean or we all get 

sick. We all take responsibility for keeping 

the hive clean and at certain times of our 

lives it is our only job. When a baby bee 

emerges from the cell the first job is to turn 

around and clean the cell ready for the 

next egg to be laid in it. We have to 

remove debris from the hive at regular 

intervals and this includes the bees whose 

lives have ended through age, hard work 

and sometimes disease. 

Ken has taken the honey which we have 

worked hard to make so please make sure 

to get your orders in then you can share in 

our toil and reap the benefits of pure 

honey from local sources. We know that 

there is plenty in store in Stowell, liquid, 

soft set (at the moment) and the hard 

variety. There are beeswax candles and 

hand cream , beeswax bars to rejuvenate 

your wraps , polish and if you fancy a real 

treat there is honey fudge BUT please ring 

to check as some of these are made to 

order. 

Thank you for all the bee friendly flowers 

you have planted in your gardens and for 

the verges and banks which have been left 

a little longer this summer and have 

flowered well. Thank you for the shallow 

dishes of water and the floating harbours 

on the ponds which helped us to get vital 

water this summer. As we look forward to 

endless days cooped up in our hives we 

are grateful for weatherproof walls and 

waterproof rooves which are weighted 

down against the gales. Ken has made sure 

we have a food supply and will check 

during the next few months that we are 

ok. The mouse traps are in place because 

we don’t need an extra large mouth to feed 

during the winter. We are glad to see the 

back of the wasps which were a real 

problem this autumn as they can come 

into a weak hive and nick all the honey 

and the bees inside will starve. 

We hope you enjoy the winter months and 

like us will be looking forward to the 

snowdrops and crocuses which will 

brighten those spring days and for some of 

us will be life savers. Must finish now as 

the rain has stopped and it is warm 

enough for us to get some fresh air and 

bring back some ivy pollen. 

Ken Jeanes - 01963 370769 

News from the Lions Den 

Our motto as ever is “we serve”. 

Lion Peter Oswick 01963 363281 

Peter.oswick@btinternet.com 

 

The Bell Ringers of Henstridge 

Ellen Edwards 

 

Derek Etherington Dip(I.T.) BSc (Hons) 

Broadband, wireless / wired networks. PC, Mac, 
iPad, Smartphone, Tablet etc. Computer repairs 

and upgrades. Tuition available. Free local callout. 

Websites designed & maintained. CISCO trained 
Reasonable rates. Monday – Friday 9am-6pm 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07855 287150 
Email: info@dcenet.co.uk 

Web: www.dcenet.co.uk 

Clubs & Societies continued 
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Blackmore Vale U3A AGM 

Tuesday 12 January 2021 at 1430 

Location ZOOM 

Followed by a speaker: 

As many of you know, possibly the most 

agreeable place to go locally, in these 

Covid 19 times, with exquisite views of 

Somerset is The Newt in Somerset. 

Our excellent speaker Arthur Coles, is the 

Head Gardener there and will cover The 

History, Present Day and Future of the 

Newt. Of course there will be time for 

questions afterwards.   

Members will be sent the Zoom link nearer 

the time, but we look forward to you all 

joining us. If you are not a member, for the 

princely annual sum of £10 this can be 

yours.  

Contact the membership secretary- 

bvmembership@outlook.com or look on 

our website. 

To talk through what the U3A can offer 

you please contact Gill Westall on 01963 

204318 or email her on 

bvmembership@outlook.com 

Jean Lindley 
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  “When Parisians stormed the 

Bastille in 1789 they weren't only 

looking for arms, they were on 

the hunt for more grain—to 

make bread.” [Una Mcilvenna] 

Clearly the belief of ‘feed the 

people,  keep them happy and 

they won’t revolt,’ was taken 

seriously as the legacy of the 

French Revolution means bread is 

available every day of the year, as it 

is law for the boulangerie - bakers - 

to be open.  A millennia earlier the 

Romans, massive importers of grain 

known as ‘emmer’ or ‘farro’ roasted and 

ground it producing the first focaccia or 

flat bread.[ Consuelo Manetta ”Our Daily 

Bread" in Italy: Its Meaning in the Roman 

Period and Today” Material Culture  Vol. 48, 

No. 1.]  Roman thoroughfares echoed with 

cries of ‘panem et circensus’ (bread and 

circus), free wheat and raucous 

gladiatorial entertainments, a well-known 

manipulation used by the senate to gain 

the votes of the people of Rome.   

The Daily Grind 

If bread has been a staple food since 

Roman times, the means to grind grain 

comes from Neolithic times, examples of 

grinding stones used by Bronze Age and 

Iron Age people can be found in Dorset 

County and Salisbury museums. The 

earliest milling device, the quern, consists 

of two flat circular stones with a central 

hole for grain and another for a pin 

enabling the top stone to be rotated on the 

lower in a crushing movement.  The quern 

travelled down through time to the Anglo-

Saxon period along with the practice of 

gleaning,  giving landless villagers the 

right to pick up harvest leftovers such as 

wheat. A fruitful harvest making the 

difference between life and death.  With a 

quern grain can be turned into a basic 

brown wheat germ flour. Stones, muscle 

power and grain epitomise the beauty of a 

quern  giving everyone the potential to 

become a ‘miller,’ make bread and feed 

their family.  

The Miller tales his tale. 

For four hundred years and more the 

quern and water mill existed side by side, 

women tended to be the household quern 

grinders and if a mill existed males usually 

took on the role of a miller. The drunken 

miller’s bawdy account in Chaucer’s 

Canterbury Tales spoke not of the daily 

grind,  but of a raucous, fiery love triangle 

between the carpenter, his rival, and a 

lovely maiden. Rather than depicting the 
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Figure 1 The Bread Famine in 18th-century France by 

Lesueur Brothers Courtesy of https://

www.wikigallery.org/wiki/painting_256801/Brothers-

Lesueur/The-Bread-Famine-and-the-Pawnbroker 

Figure 2 Quern stone for grinding grain courtesy 

of www.dreamtime.com 
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miller as a dusty man covered with flour 

from his flour sifter, Chaucer has him 

bouncing around intoxicated, barely 

upright on his horse.  The most striking 

characteristics of the fictional miller 

alternate between the corpulent jolly 

miller, and a sour dour man,  a personality 

perhaps reflecting the success of a harvest.  

The thirteenth century ruling known as 

‘suit of mill’ required villagers to use the 

Lord’s mill for grain and corn grinding 

where a fee was charged. Never was there 

a more devastating blow to individual life 

than the prohibition of household querns. 

Villages were raided and illegal querns 

confiscated and destroyed.  The shattering 

impact of the law on a persons’ life, 

created a reliance on something outside of 

their control, pushing the mill and miller 

into an important position in village life. 

Flour,  now being ground as part of a 

larger-scale operation further raised the 

status of a miller by propelling him into 

the role of a middleman,  not only 

grinding the Lords grain, the tenant 

farmers corn on commission but now any 

grain belonging to the villagers. If the most 

influencing factor in deciding whether 

people thrive, survive, or starve was the 

yield of a good harvest,  it must have been 

extremely difficult for some people to find 

the means to pay a miller to grind their 

grain.  The miller acquired bargaining 

power to deal on his own account as well 

as buying, selling, and arranging 

shipments of grain.  A ‘swailer’ or 

‘swealer’ was a miller dealing in corn 

aided by a ‘teemer,’ a labourer who 

emptied the grain from the laden cart into 

the sacks. ‘Taking the Black Cat’ a well-

known euphemism for the miller taking a 

shovel full of corn or flour from each 

milled sack for himself.   

Earliest mills 

 “Who was the great genius who, as [s]he 

sat on the floor grinding [her] his corn by 

hand, between two stones, conceived the 

idea of water or wind-power?”  [Robert 

Thurston Hopkins]   Anglo-Saxon water 

mills were developed from 700CE 

onwards turning water energy into a 

productive source for grinding grain and 

other commodities.  One of the biggest 

gripes amongst archaeologists, especially 

from the late Professor Mick Aston,  is that 

although over 5,600 Anglo-Saxon water 

mills are recorded in the Domesday 

survey of 1086, less the 60 have been found 

and even fewer excavated.   A typical 

Anglo-Saxon water mill was an undershot 

mill,  a wooden structure with a wooden 

wheel where the water ran underneath, 

rotating the wheel. A breast shot wheel 

required water to run in at the middle of 

the wheel and the most powerful design 

was an overshot wheel where water 

flowed over the top of the wheel. The best 

position for a mill is next to a fast-flowing 

river, a natural settlement boundary, 

Henstridge History continued 

Figure 3 the  Miller Canterbury 

Tales courtesy of wikipedia 
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typically located on the edge of estates or 

villages. Five mills were built along the 

River Stour, the principal river of the area, 

the first on Henstridge parish boundary at 

Gibbs Marsh is West Mill, then Kings 

Mills, Rolls Mill, Sturminster Mill and 

Fiddleford Mill.   The stronger the flow of 

the mill race, the more power could be 

produced and the more productive the 

mill could become. A water powered mill 

could be used for a variety of purposes, 

grain, corn, flour, bones,  cloth, saw, paper 

and to assist the tanning process. Where 

there was no natural water course, a 

manmade channel, known as a leat, was 

dug diverting the water through the mill 

and back out into the river or stream. 

Anglo-Saxon and medieval leats were a 

major engineering feat.  Scan the QR code 

to watch the Time Team episode of the 

excavation of Buck Mill at Stoke Trister, 

near Wincanton. 

Water Courses suitable for Milling  

The topography of Henstridge means the 

lie of the land is on a stony ridge with 

naturally occurring springs sloping 

downwards from western to eastern 

boundaries.  From Toomer ridge it is 

downhill for two miles to the marshlands 

and the two main water courses, Bow 

Brook, and the 

River Cale.   The 

head of the 

River Cale rises 

in Penselwood 

Forest where it 

flows downhill 

through 

Wincanton along 

the belt of 

marshland to form 

the outer 

boundary of North Cheriton, Horsington, 

Templecombe and Henstridge. Inside of 

the River Cale boundary is Bow Brook 

originating from natural springs at 

Lattiford, it meanders roughly in parallel 

to the River Cale, along a similar course 

through Lower Hatherleigh at North 

Cheriton to the marshlands of Horsington 

and Coombe Throop before entering 

Henstridge at the bottom of Common Lane 

in Yenston. From here Bow Brook travels 

southwards to flow under the A30 at Bow 

Bridge,  continuing along the bottom of 

Selesmarsh before joining the River Cale.  

The River Cale runs southwards along the 

borders of Marnhull and Stalbridge before 

flowing into the River Stour near Gibbs 

Marsh. The Stour continues on through 

north Dorset to join the sea in south Dorset 

at Christchurch.   

The site of the Anglo-Saxon mill in 

Henstridge.  

Whilst the Romans were here, the first mill 

in Henstridge is being chalked up as a 

success for the Anglo-Saxons. Domesday 

in 1086 records the existence of a mill on 

the Royal Estate of Henstridge,   

ownership passing in 1066 from the Anglo-

Saxon Earl Harold to its new Norman 

owner, William, the Conqueror. The mill 

Henstridge History continued 

Figure 4: Scan the QR Code 

with your phone or tablet to 

watch Buck Mill, Stoke Trister 

Time Team episode 

Figure 5  The River Stour at Fiddleford Mill by the 

author 
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worth thirty shillings now owned by the 

King, was a relatively small affair 

compared to Kingsbury Mill in Milborne 

Port, one of the most important in 

Somerset besides Crewkerne and valued at 

more than £3. The mill referenced refers to 

a water powered mill rather than the 

windmills known to have existed later at 

Toomer and Yenston.  Domesday makes 

no mention of a miller or the location of 

the mill, but after its listing (Ibi molin redd 

xxx) is recorded 160 acres of meadows and 

a large woodland, potentially the Toomer 

Inwood area. As rivers, streams and 

marshes tend not to be logged in 

Domesday, the next listing of a ‘free 

man’ (land holder who might owe services 

to the Lord) holding nine acres of land and 

two acres of woodland, may refer to 

Mohuns or Selesmarsh area, where a mill 

is not listed. As a result, Domesday might 

indicate no Anglo-Saxon mill at the marsh, 

or in the heart of the village as lack of 

natural water supply,  but perhaps a small 

rudimentary mill at Toomer. Whilst the 

Toomer area is bereft of the requisite rivers 

or streams required to power a water 

wheel, natural springs formed from 

rainwater seeping down through rocks, 

allows water to build up creating an 

aquifer.  If the rock is stratified – layered, 

then a pressure can build up between the 

strata which when released produces a 

good head of water as it pushes its way to 

the surface. https://www.britannica.com/

science/spring-water.  Could the energy of 

the natural springs at Toomer ridge be 

released and dammed sufficiently to 

power a mill water wheel? Who knows? 

Grinding to a halt.  

Knowledge of milling in Henstridge 

between 1086 and 1830 is scarce.  

 ‘A mill was said to have been settled by 

Simon son of Richard Miller on Richard 

Basset for his marriage to Edith de 

Bynethelynch. In 1278 following Edith’s 

death, ownership was disputed between 

her nephew Robert de Bynethelynch and 

John Ridout.’ [Victoria County History of 

Somerset]  

In 1228  a ‘Basset’ (Henry) is linked with 

William Longespee, Earl of Salisbury by 

way of a fee and inheritance of all land in ? 

(frustratingly the location is unreadable) 

Henstridge History continued 

Figure 6  courtesy of https://id.pinterest.com/

pin/693976623811422436/ Saxon Water Mill 

Figure 7 How an Aquifer works courtesy of Wikipedia 
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and 

all the 

lands in Mordun (Mohun or Milborne 

Port?) which Jordan Basset and his brother 

held. [Calendar of Fine Rolls 1228]  There is 

a known connection between lands at 

Selesmarsh, the Mohuns and Shaftesbury 

Abbey.   

John ‘Ridout’ mentioned is a good old 

Henstridge name having connections with 

Mohuns Selesmarsh area, noted for 

producing excellent reeds for thatching.  A 

later deed of conveyance in 1661 shows 

North Mead Meadow, Henstridge, on the 

eastern boundary was sold to John Ridout 

of Henstridge. [Somerset and Dorset Notes 

and Queries Volume 16] The tenuous Basset 

Ridout connection may hint at the 

presence of a mill in the Bow Brook River 

Cale vicinity.  

A mill is next mentioned in 1640, and at 

first glance a seemingly erroneous line 

from British History Online declaring a 

mill belonging to the Carent family, 

without any indication of where one might 

be located.  The claim references Victoria 

County History, where the source quoted in 

that publication lies buried somewhere 

amongst the 15 boxes of Medlycott papers 

held at Somerset Heritage Centre.  In 1633 

Thomas Gerrard from Trent records the 

Carents in residence at Toomer as he 

passes through on his tour of Somerset.   

More grist to the mill.  

In the 1830s a water grist mill was 

certainly in existence in the centre of 

Henstridge. The advertisement indicates in 

the ownership of the great Moore family of 

Stalbridge,  still in business today. Water 

held in the ‘Toomer sluice’ previously 

used for the water meadows and mill,   

now flowed through a man-made channel 

down to the village, creating a mill pond 

with strong head of water to run the mill 

water wheel. Any power to the mill was 

reliant on an uninterrupted flow of water 

from the mill pond. All was going 

swimmingly until 1845 when a heated 

exchange erupted into a brawl between 

the miller and the farmer over the ‘turning 

off’ of the water supply to the mill stream. 

Even after a solid hour of scraping it was 

still undecided ‘who was the better man,’ 

when two were finally parted,  they had 

‘spoiled each other’s beauty very 

materially.’ [Salisbury and Winchester Journal 

10 May 1845]. Twenty-four years later in 

March 1869 the mill and all the milling 

paraphernalia, currently in the hands of a 

tenant William Burge, came up for 

occupation,  either as a renewal of tenancy 

to a different tenant or as a sale to a new 

owner. Applicants to apply to Cooper 

Solicitors Wincanton.  [Salisbury and 

Winchester Journal 13 March 1869]  

Henstridge History continued 

Figure 8 Tomb of William Longespee in 

Salisbury cathedral by the author 

Figure 9 Salisbury Winchester Journal 19 March 1832 
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At some stage after 1869 the mill passed 

into the ownership over to the Rogers 

family where investment in new 

technology turned the mill into a steaming 

success. When it came up for grabs again it 

was advertised as a steam powered mill, 

attracting a member of the great Somerset 

milling dynasty, Edward Spearing who 

became the new owner.  [ Somerset & 

Dorset Notes & Queries]   

It was not long before the old riparian 

rights issue surfaced again, and the mill 

was in trouble.  

Trouble at the Mill  

In 

1900 Mr Dodd, the mill tenant found the 

head of water feeding the mill reduced to a 

dwindle, determined to find the source of 

the disruption, he took to tramping across 

the nearby fields. To his consternation he 

discovered a second deeper water channel 

dug right next to his mill stream supply, 

and to top it all,  was very successfully 

piping a strong flow of water elsewhere. 

On approaching the hot and bothered 

workman, standing next to another 

abandoned dry trench, he was told that on 

sinking another well, much closer to the 

existing mill supply, water had burst forth. 

Job done and a new supply of water was 

ready to supply the villagers of 

Henstridge. Not to be outdone, Dodd 

immediately set about finding and 

employing his own workman to lower the 

water trench supplying the mill. All 

sorted, Dodd returned to the mill most 

satisfied with the outcome, that was until 

Wincanton Rural District Council, on 

behalf of Henstridge Parish Council,  

wrote alleging him and his workman of 

trespass and interfering with the loss of the 

village water supply. Without delay, Dodd 

and the mill owner set about consulting a 

solicitor. A preliminary hearing left the 

baffled judge scratching his head, whereby 

he took himself off to London in search of 

a wiser counsel. Fuelled with the wisdom 

of the city barristers, the judge could now 

offer a resolution, a  financial incentive to 

Dodd and the mill owner, on the condition 

that all rights to the spring were wavered 

and court proceedings dropped.  That ‘no 

additional pipe could be laid,’ in effect 

took away the entire rights of the mill 

owner to the spring and rendered the offer 

useless.  A solution and settlement were 

finally brokered. [Western Gazette January 

and April 1900.]  

In 1902 Henstridge mill burned to the 

ground in one of the biggest fires the area 

had known for years. Having put his 

horses out to grass and ‘banked up the 

fires’ for the night the owner left. At four 

in the morning a boy raised the alarm to 

the Henstridge fire crew. Such was the 

intensity of the fire that little could be 

done, even after the arrival of the Inwood 

Fire Brigade. One hundred and sixty sacks 

of corn were lost, a large quantity of coal, 

harness and more  as the fire razed 

everything from floor to ceiling.    

[Western Chronicle 8 August 1902]  

Henstridge mill was no more, eclipsing the 

Henstridge History continued 

Figure 10 Mill with mill pond similar to Hen-

stridge? Source Thurston Hopkins 
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heyday of 

English milling 

by just a few 

years as 

mechanisation of 

farming and 

factory processes 

had almost 

obscured some 

traditional 

milling practices.  

By 1927 although 

the 

quintessentially 

English mills 

continued to 

occupy a 

powerful place 

in the landscape, 

some of the great 

traditional 

milling practices 

were 

disappearing. The 

spirit of milling is 

captured by Robert Thurston Hopkins, 

ghost hunter and writer in his walking 

tour of Sussex. Visiting numerous mills, 

traditionally small spaces with plenty of 

dark places, dangerous machinery, 

creaking narrow stairs and passageways, 

at times Thurston Hopkin’s ethereal 

imagination runs wild.  Descriptions of the 

people he meets on his travels are 

peppered with blistering laments on the 

characteristics of the dusty, grumpy 

millers and dazed villagers, many of 

which unfortunately are not printable 

here! Evidently this rather eccentric 

character strolling through the countryside 

in his bowler hat with his business card 

was a sight to behold,   both perplexing 

and amusing villagers in his quest to see 

ruins of mills long since disappeared.  

Clearly he was not always welcome,  

disturbing the hard working millers,  

whom he describes as ‘grim, grey-faced 

men, they take you around their mills as if 

they were taking you to Pentonville to be 

hanged and were glad to do so!”   

Today 

Today in Henstridge, with the mill long 

gone, its surviving legacy is the fast-

flowing mill race roaring beneath the road 

near the Bird in Hand. Even though the 

words ‘pain’ and arse’ may have occurred 

in the same sentence, thanks Simon for a 

glimpse of the marvellous mill race 

thundering by on its journey to join Bow 

Brook and eventually the River Stour.  The 

Stour,  deep, dangerous, and strong 

flowing, an ideal location for the five 

watermills stretching from Stalbridge to 

Fiddleford, two of which are just as 

relevant now as when first built.  A 

fantastic hydropower project at Fiddleford 

Mill, harnessing the energy of the Stour 

using the innovative Archimedes Screw 

and perhaps best-known of all, the iconic 

working watermill at Sturminster Newton. 

100 years ago, Robert Thurston Hopkins 

was woefully reminiscing that: “We, 

perhaps, do not realise how great a part 

the old-fashioned miller played …for the 

genuine stone-ground flour contained 

Henstridge History continued 

Figure 11 Scan the QR code to see a wonderful 

account of milling at Sturminster Mill 

Figure 12 Mill Race at 

Henstridge 
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health-giving mineral salts and vitamin's 

which are almost entirely absent from 

white flour.”  Fast forward to 2020 and 

guess what? Sturminster Mill, before and 

during the pandemic, has been busy 

producing stone ground flour for purchase 

at Dikes in Stalbridge.   https://

sturminsternewton-museum.co.uk/mill/   

Sour Dough Bread 

As we are entering lockdown for a second 

time, it may not be possible to find suitable 

stones for a quern! On the other hand, 

everyone can have a go at making a 

‘starter’ for Sour Dough bread, all that is 

needed is some flour, water, and lots of 

time for the two to become active. If you 

are interested in baking bread and would 

like to experiment, full instructions and a 

recipe for sour dough can be found at 

https://www.shipton-mill.com/baking/

recipes/sourdough-starter-or-leaven.htm 

 With a bit of luck and productive effort 

everyone can have some daily bread.  

Caroline Rowland © August 2020 

Footnote:Longespee a derivative of the word 

‘long sword.’  William Longespee was the 

illegitimate son of the first Plantagenet Monarch 

Henry II and Ida de Tosny.  Agnes, one of 

William’s daughters was Abbess of Shaftesbury. 

https://our-royal-titled-noble-and-commoner-

ancestors.com/p354.htm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 13 Sour dough Bread courtesy  of 

Dreamtime Images 

Henstridge History continued 
Would you like to join Wot’s On? 

We need some help working with our 

Advertisers. This involves answering 

queries, issuing rate cards and ensuring 

that adverts are displayed correctly. 

We also need someone to help with our 

feature articles, typically chatting with a 

local personality and business each quar-

ter, and helping to identify and write a 

Special Feature each issue. 

These roles involve meeting interesting 

individuals and the opportunity to influ-

ence the future design of the magazine. 

Finally, Simone Sekers, who has done a 

sterling job providing a fresh Recipe 

each issue, would like to step back soon. 

If you can rustle up a recipe for us once a 

quarter, even if it’s just for a year, please 

let us know. 

Please email wotsoneditor@gmail.com 

for further information 

mailto:wotsoneditor@gmail.com
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 Jottings from the Lady Shed 

Now, that the sun is further away 

from the northern hemisphere, our 

gardening thoughts turn to tidying 

up in preparation for winter.  It is 

the ideal time to buy bare rooted 

perennials, shrubs and trees which 

are generally cheaper.  Planting 

them in their dormant season means 

that while the top growth may be sparse, 

the roots will be busy establishing beneath 

ready for the spring.  Keep in mind when 

selecting new plants, that birds will benefit 

from those bearing food laden berries.  

This reminds me that we must stop mov-

ing our bird boxes around the garden as 

birds, like us, favour consistency.  

The Covid 19 restrictions are still with us. 

The good news is that there is no re-

striction on the number or groups of bulbs, 

whether crocus, daffodils, or tulips or their 

colour, shape or size that can meet either 

indoors or out.  I have scanned the papers 

to look for any limitation on seed sowing 

to give a heads up for next year. The Lady 

Shed, having already taken in plants for 

overwintering, will look after sweet peas, 

delphiniums, lupins, and the early pea 

’Meteor’ seedlings as well.  

Autumn is the time they say, to plant a 

wildflower area. In September 2019 we 

decided to turn a small lawn next to the 

garages into one, being right on trend for 

wildlife. Feeling well informed having 

Googled copiously, read the books, and 

consulted the RHS it was time to proceed. 

Knowing that pipes and electricity lines 

run under this lawn we were reluctant to 

use a rotavator. So, a laborious month was 

spent trying to dig up the established 

greenery in the long rainy season. Not 

deterred, hundreds of bulbs were planted 

using a shiny new, heavy duty, long han-

dled bulb planter. Who needs exercises for 

osteoporosis when you have one of these! 

A generous sowing of the wildflower seed 

from a recommended supplier followed 

and no expense was spared in netting the 

area. Now all that had to be done was wait 

through the winter months. We occasional-

ly spied people peering through the 

netting, but few comments were made. Oh, 

so slowly some bulbs emerged in the 
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RACHEL’S CHOCOLATE CAKE 

This is a cake I developed for my 

grandson’s girlfriend who is allergic 

to both gluten and nuts. So many 

gluten free cakes contain nuts, and I 

don’t find using gluten-free flour all 

that easy. This cake uses potato 

flour, which I buy in health food 

shops. I like the light texture it gives 

to this otherwise richly chocolate 

cake, and the buttercream icing and 

filling makes it special.  

 

For the cake:  

110g unsalted butter 

170g plain chocolate 

4 eggs, separated 

1 tsp gluten-free baking powder 

225g golden caster sugar 

60g potato flour 

 

For the icing:  

200g unsalted butter, softened 

400g icing sugar, sifted 

4 tblsps cocoa powder 

2 tblsps milk, or black coffee. 

 

Preheat the oven to 160˚C. Grease and line 

a 20cm cake tin. In a heavy saucepan over 

a low heat melt together the butter and 

chocolate. In a large bowl beat together the 

sugar and egg yolks, then fold in the 

melted butter and chocolate, and finally 

the potato flour and baking powder. Whip 

the whites until stiff, fold in with a metal 

spoon and turn into the prepared tin. Bake 

for about 35 minutes or until a knife point 

comes out clean. Cool in the tin. 

To make the icing, combine the butter, 

icing sugar and cocoa, beating well until 

smooth. As this is quite sweet I like to add 

black coffee at the end but milk can be 

used if preferred.  

Smooth over the cooled cake, decorating 

as you like. Grated chocolate is a simple 

finish for an everyday cake. 

 

 

Simone Sekers © 2020 
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spring sunlight, was that all there was go-

ing to be? Netting was disentangled, 

wound up and stored for another time. 

One could say that this first year has been 

straggly. A few vetch, red clover, corn-

flower, and poppies have saved it from 

being a potential blight on our neighbour-

hood.  When the Lady Shed was delivered, 

we were saved from total embarrassment 

as the loader delivering it ran over a corner 

of the plot leaving a water filled trench. 

This small area when filled, with not a 

grass stem in sight and sown, exceeded all 

first-year expectations. 

The enormous lesson learned, as you al-

ready know, is that grass is notoriously 

difficult to eradicate unless completely dug 

up.  Without complete removal it will be 

several years before the wildflowers be-

come established. Now we are more con-

versant with the life cycle of yellow rattle 

(Rhinanthus minor). This is tricky to ger-

minate (a few heads this year) and binds 

with the grass so clearing space for the 

flowers. The plot has been reseeded, so be 

patient with us.  

Susan Kidd née Billitt. 
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As a further aid to problem solving, we are including the answers to these puzzles on the 

Wot’s On web site. 
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 Useful Information 
Opening Times 
Post Office 9:00am—5:30pm Mon-Fri, 9:00am—12:30pm Sat 

Shop 8:00am—6:00 pm Mon-Sat, 8:00am-1:00pm Sun 

PO letter box collections 5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10:15am Sat 

Numbers to Note 
Chemist, Stalbridge Pharmacy 01963 362246 

District Councillor, Hayward Burt 07543 854391 

District Councillor, William Wallace 01963 370423 

Doctors, Milborne Port Surgery 01963 250334 

Electricity distribution (power cuts, emergencies) 105 (power cuts), 0800 072 7282 (emergencies) 

Hospital, Sherborne Yeatman 01935 813991 

Hospital, Yeovil District 01935 475122 

Local MP, David Warburton 01373 580500  

Parish Council (Emma Curtis) 07745 270285 or 01963 250015 

Police, non emergency and PCSO John Winfield 101 

South Somerset District Council 01935 462462 

Somerset County Councillor, William Wallace 01963 370423  

Somerset County Council—Single number 0300 123 2224 

St Nicholas C of E School, Secretary 01963 362308 

Village Hall bookings , Carolyn Nichols    bookingshenstridgevillagehall@gmail.com  
Wessex Water (water leaks, supply failure) 0345 6004600 

Clubs and Societies 

Art Group Liz Holbrook 01963 393193 Mondays 10am –noon, Village Hall 

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards 01963 362282 Tuesdays 7:30pm, Church Tower 

Blackmore Vale Lions Peter Oswick 01963 363281 

Blackmore Vale U3A Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Book Club Gail Cullum 01963 362878 3rd Wed monthly, 7:45 pm , Bird 

Brownies & Rainbows Jane Jeanes 01963 370769 Brownies Mon 6pm, St Nich Sch. 

CAMEO Ros Browning 01963 363016 1st Tues monthly, 7:45, Vill Hall 

Early Music Group Frances Eustace 01963 364340 Wednesday 10:30 am Village Hall 

Explorers Pre School Anna Swinburn 01963 363228 Mon-Fri 8:45am-3:13pm (termtime) 

Family History Group Linda Farnsworth 01963 365802 Alternate months, 

History Group Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Line Dancing Ros Browning 01963 363016 Thursdays 7:45-8:45pm, Village Hall 

Loose Ends Gail Cullum 01963 362878 Fridays 10:30am-noon, Village Hall 

Sports Club Committee Steve Penny 01963 362157 

Women’s Institute Sue Latimer 01963 365765 3rd Tues monthly,  7pm Village Hall 
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