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In the last issue we wrote that due to 

the lock-down and social distancing 

our magazine would be light on 

events.  While this remains the case 

to a large extent, there are many 

changes behind the scenes to enable 

activities to continue in some form. Many 

of us will know of the steps taken at the 

shop, the Bird and the Ash to enable them 

to operate safely. We also show how other 

parties are faring, such as the U3A, 

Church and many others who use online 

Zoom meetings to keep in touch. 

Change is also in the air in our community 

groups. Loose Ends, like the Youth Club 

we mentioned last time, is now under new 

stewardship. These had benefited from the 

generous efforts of previous sponsors and 

both groups are keen to resume activity as 

and when safe to do so. 

We too have a change.  Farewell and 

thank you to Helen Howlett for her many 

gardening columns, and welcome to 

Susan  Kidd who now takes this over. 

Last time we also remarked on the 

kindness of many of our residents who 

offer help to those in need. Most of us 

know of these initiatives through notices, 

social media and word of mouth. There 

are so many caring people in our village 

that it would be unfair to single out 

specific individuals, and we are grateful to 

Simon Cullum for his article covering 

community help over this period. (We do 

however mention some local ‘Saints’ who 

have made quite an impact!) 

One outcome of the outbreak has been the 

resurging interest in cycling. Many 

residents may not know that Henstridge 

was once home to a thriving cycle 

manufacturer on the A30 near the railway 

bridge. Our special feature describes how 

Robert Lovelace set the business up, and 

highlights his significant contribution to 

the well-being of our parish. A story that 

deserves to be retold. 

Another side-effect of Covid has been the 

growing appreciation of local wildlife by 

those spending more time at home.  Users 

of the Nextdoor Henstridge service will be 

familiar with discussions on hedgehog 

activity, and we are grateful to Kelly 

Butler for letting us use her photograph, 

taken during the day in the church yard, 

as our cover shot. And thanks to Yvonne 

Day, we have more inside too! 

In our regular features, Caroline Rowland 

provides a typically well-researched and 

amusing foray into wife selling (you need 

to read it!). Our business focus is family-

run Kedgeworth, which started trading in 

the region in 1976 before consolidating 

operations at their airfield site 10 years 

later. 

Wishing you all well, 
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 Andy McMillan – Yes well I do 

blame my parents! 

Yes; I don't remember, of course, 

being so young addled and stroppy 

(like most two year-olds), but I do 

blame my parents actually.  They 

and Lewis Cubitt, of course.  You see 

it was he who designed the train 

shed at King's Cross station, ooh, a good 

100 years before I was first taken there.  I 

wonder if he knew it would echo and 

amplify the sounds as much as it did/does?  

Whether or no, when my father joined IBM 

in the 1950s he had to go to an hotel in 

Scotland for a six week induction course.  

And so it was that he and mother took me, 

in a push-chair, to King's Cross so he could 

catch the Scotch Express. 

Here the noise, smells and smoke, the 

shrieking whistles, hissing steam and 

growling exhaust barks of engines 

confined under a roof of glass and iron 

(and soot - lots of soot), with the horns of 

London taxis counter pointed by 

unintelligibly-amplified Tannoy 

announcements; these formed the 

soundscape that was any London terminus 

in the days of steam trains.  And I suspect 

all that sound smell and noise, 

accompanied by the emotions of a mother 

sad about a departing father, must have 

had a very deep effect on one so young. 

I know this as it has long been a family 

joke that at the age of three, when I was 

told, "Trains are in the distance", I 

apparently replied, "Take me to the 

distance"!  So while it was a surprise to me, 

it was to nobody else that I was given an 

8ft x 4ft train set for my 4th birthday; all 

built by my father complete with a station, 

a distant 'halt', a goods siding, a Triang 

saddle tank, a few coaches and wagons 

and a really long run which went up and 

down and crossed and recrossed itself 

several times before completing a 'lap' - a 

real 'journey'.  But it was probably the 

scenery: the hills, tunnels, cuttings and 

embankments, cardboard bridges and 

green-dyed sawdust grass which made it 

such fun for a 4 year-old as the little train 

tore round its three laps of track before it 

returned to its starting point - and then 

tore round again!  

Then we moved from a flat to a house and, 

unable to take the layout whole down the 

long flight of steps, it was taken apart and, 

in due course, rose again in a different 

form in my new, much larger bedroom!  

(See photo).  As I grew up I wanted this 

extra bit here, that bit changed there, and 

somewhere to isolate an engine 

somewhere else.  So, at the age of 7, father 

gave me some wire, a few switches, a 

Junior hacksaw and taught me to solder.  
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From now on, if I wanted to change 

anything, it was up to me.   

Eventually, after many alterations - some 

successful, some less so - cramming for 'O' 

Levels 'closed the line'.  Just like the real 

ones being closed by Dr. Beeching at the 

time...  Girls, work, socialising and fun; all 

these rendered railways redundant for 

nigh on a decade but marriage brought a 

wife and a cottage in the country 

(Buckinghamshire, the Claydons), and the 

realisation that I needed a decent 'career'.  

But what to do?  I was a sales rep. with a 

company car but that wasn't what I 

wanted to do - not much pride in being a 

salesman - so I did that time-honoured 

thing of taking a sheet of paper ('foolscap' 

in those days, of course), drew a line down 

the middle and put what I was good at on 

one side and what I was not good at on the 

other.  I then attempted to find something 

which employed as much as possible from 

the good side and as little as possible from 

the bad.  

What came out of that exercise in 

'pragmatic constructivism', not least 

because I already knew a lot about it, was 

to build model railways professionally.  

After all, if you wanted a portrait of your 

wife you didn't buy a 'Painting by 

Numbers' kit and try to learn to paint, did 

you?   No. you employed an artist.  As it 

happened, you couldn't do that if you 

wanted a model railway, so perhaps that 

was an idea?  Well; at the time I wore a cap 

and most of my friends thought I was fool 

to even consider it - so perhaps had I 

written the list on A4 things might have 

been different... Who knows?  (Ask Sir 

Nigel: he knew about A4s...)   

So I built an exhibition piece in which I 

engaged the support of the well-known 

toy company 'Airfix', who were then 

launching a new electronic (but 

unfortunately analogue) radio-signal 

based multi-channel train controller which 

allowed several engines to run on the 

same track at the same time using just two 

wires.  With that, up to four people could 

drive four different trains anywhere on the 

same layout so that a proper signalling 

system became vital.  A signalman at the 

controls of a lever frame could conduct 

these movements, not unlike several 

people with radios tuning their "hand-set" 

into different programmes from the same 

aerial, but with purpose.  The Airfix 

system, which had worked well in the 

factory, was proving unreliable in the 

hobby world and so they were keen to 

gain exhibition experience with a keen but 

knowledgeable amateur.  The layout was 

launched at the Oxford Model Railway 

Exhibition in September 1979.  The rest is, 

quite literally, history as that idea has 

earned a living for me ever since albeit an 

occasionally difficult one - but what 

business didn't suffer its ups and downs?  

And the Airfix 'command and control' 

system?  A few months later Hornby 

launched their  truly digital 'Zero 1' system 

so consigning the Airfix one to the 

dustbin! 

Since then I have designed and built 

dozens and dozens of model railways, 

some huge costing tens of thousands, (the 

one on Poole Quay was 70 feet(21.3m) long 

and 20 feet(6.1m) wide); others were small 

and simple costing but hundreds and all 

built to commission in various workshops 

rented for the purpose.  Over the years I 

have, at times when work dried up in 

recessions, had to go and work in factories 

(which is what brought me to Henstridge 

Personalities continued 
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when I got a job as an electrical/electronics 

inspector at Marconi, as it was then), while 

at other times my order book has stretched 

several years into the future.  But then 

what artist does not have lean and fat 

periods as what they do waxes and wanes 

in popularity?  

But I made my own luck, in a way, by 

concentrating far more on the scenic side 

than on the railways themselves, studying 

vernacular as well as railway architecture, 

the history and flora, fauna and 

topography of the various counties of 

Britain, particularly those of England and 

Wales and noting - and modelling - the 

many quirks and foibles which make one 

county so distinct from any other; if you 

look closely enough.  But I have studied 

railways at considerable length too, 

particularly but not exclusively when 

'steam ruled' of course; indeed I held 

several Stewardships of various sections of 

the Historical Model Railway Society for 

many years - and for a 'term' was made 

Hon. Gen. Sec. of that 'learned society', 

contributing to some of its best-selling 

books.  

Over the ensuing 40 years I have written 

dozens of articles in a wide variety of 

magazines, written chapters in a number 

of other people's books, and written a 

whole one all of my own modelling work 

(with 300+ of my own photos). Indeed, you 

will find it for sale in the local village shop.  

It was a  career which could at times be 

stressful and difficult, and which has 

hardly made me a rich man(!), but it has 

been very satisfying and its quirkiness - 

nowadays the term is 'niche market' - has 

also resulted in my having appeared in 

most of the National Press at one time or 

another 

(including a 

quarter page, 

with photo, 

in the 

Financial 

Times, of all 

papers!), 

while I have 

also been on 

Radios 1, 2 

and 4 (most 

recently by 

being interviewed on 'Saturday Live' in 

April of this year), and have even 

appeared on TV three times.  I must be one 

of the most "famed" people you've never 

heard of!  But as somebody once put it, 

"You invented your own job and made a 

living out of it for 40 years - that's none too 

shabby...".  I couldn't argue with that. 
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 News From Explorers Pre-School 

We reopened for children of key 

workers on May 4th and to the other 

children of Explorers on June 4th. 

We had to make lots of changes and 

bring in new routines to adhere to 

the Government guidance for Covid

-19 but the children adjusted 

extremely well and settled back 

quickly. Here are just a few 

photographs to show you what we 

have been up to. 

The opening time for Explorers has 

changed temporarily in September to: 

9.05am- 12.15pm morning session or 

9.05am-3.30pm all day.  

For more details please phone Mrs Anna 

Swinburn 07792 240804 or email 

explorers.preschool@hotmail.co.uk  

Website: explorers-preschool.org.uk 

Mrs Anna Swinburn- Supervisor. 

 

Rainbows and Brownies  

We said goodbye to our girls on 16th March 

and by 9pm that night we had notice that 

we would not be able to meet face to face 

until further notice. Strange times indeed 

and the longest time I have gone without 

weekly meetings since I started helping on 

an adhoc basis in 1985. As for others our 

normal routine went out of the window. 

We had suggested the girls look at the 

badges in their books and work on them 

and send us the evidence by email. Not as 

nice as tasting all the cakes we have tried 

for months, but a compromise. We 

wondered if we could meet virtually as 

Esther and her Guides had been doing. I 

delivered packs with the details and 

consent forms and we were amazed at the 

number of girls who joined us. It was so 

lovely to see them and hear them. We have 

had several Zoom meetings and have 

managed a virtual sleepover. That 

included making dens to sleep in and 

cooking eggy bread or American style 
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pancakes for breakfast. We signed off with 

lots of requests for another one. It was 

something I never expected would happen 

because technology is not my forte but it is 

Tawny Owl’s. 

We have all learnt so much during the past 

months and may do some things 

differently in the future. Short business 

meetings may now be on Zoom so saving 

the need to hire a room or travel especially 

in the winter. We will have spaces for girls 

when we are able to meet again and would 

love to hear from anyone who has a 

daughter between 5 and 7 for Rainbows 

and 7 and 10 for Brownies. 

Contact: Jane Jeanes 

(aka Woodpecker or Brown Owl) 

Tel: 01963 370769 or  07712 824747  

email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com  

 

 

The Young Ones continued 
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Vicar: The Revd. Kevin Rogers  

The Vicarage, Church Street,  

Henstridge BA8 0QE   

Tel:  01963 363832   

Email:  revkrogers@gmail.com   

Churchwardens: 

Jenny Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: jennybates@waitrose.com 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Officers of the PCC: 

Vice Chair 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Treasurer 

Jane Raymond 

Details to follow 

 

St Nicholas Church HenstridgeSt Nicholas Church Henstridge  
Church Street 

Henstridge BA8 0QE 

 

From the Rector 

We needed to close St. Nicholas’ 

Church building to do our part in 

helping curb the transmission of 

Covid-19. But that never meant that 

the Church was closed!  For the 

Church comprises those who have 

chosen Jesus to be their Lord and 

Master, affirming this through our 

baptisms.  So, although we mourn 

the loss of meeting as the gathered 

community of Christians in a beautiful and 

sacred building, we rejoice in being the 

Church in many other ways. 

And this is how it ought to be.  We were 

never meant to be building centric or 

building reliant as it was before Jesus came 
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to show us the way to the Father.  And so, 

we continued to foster our relationship 

with Jesus and with one another in 

different ways.  We phoned and emailed.  

We met on social media platforms.  We 

wrote letters and cards.  We became more 

mindful of Jesus in our everyday lives. 

And we realised again that the St. Nicholas 

Church community serves far more people 

than live within the parish boundaries; 

that we are more than a parish church. 

The impact of Covid19 has changed us. 

We have our past with the wonderful 

stories and memories associated with 

meeting as the gathered community.  And 

now, as we tentatively begin to meet as the 

gathered community again, it will be quite 

different.  Our present reality requires new 

ways of doing and being church still.  And 

our future reality will also be vastly 

different as it unfolds. And in all this, we 

rejoice in all that God has in store for us. 

Church meetings continue every Sunday 

at 10am and every evening at 7pm on 

Zoom, with Bible studies in between.  We 

are also trialling the gathered method of 

church.  All information and updates are 

available via our website 

“achurchnearyou.com”.   

Kind regards, 

Rev Kevin Rogers 

Church Services during Corona Virus 

Lockdown 

Church services are being held via Zoom 

every Sunday at 10.00am and Evening 

Prayer is said every evening at 7.00pm via 

Zoom.  More details can be found on our 

website: 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/ 

 

Church flowers and cleaning 

As we have not been able to open our 

church buildings for worship until 

recently, flower rotas and cleaning rotas 

have been nonexistent since March. The 

building was cleaned before we opened 

for private prayer and the required 

cleaning is carried out as needed. If 72 

hours are left between openings this 

reduces what needs to be done. We are 

governed by Church of England 

regulations which are driven by 

Government mandates. As you know 

these can change suddenly and sometimes 

it may take a while for new regulations to 

filter down to us. I am missing regularly 

arranging flowers especially as this year I 

have had lots in the garden and look 

forward to the time when flowers are 

allowed again. We are all going to have to 

get used to different ways of doing things 

for the foreseeable future. 

As soon as we are able I will be asking for 

help with cleaning and flowers so watch 

this space or the notice board or a church 

near you website or give me a ring to find 

out what is happening. Our church 

building is open for private prayer on 

Wednesday and Sunday afternoons 3-5 

but if there are services this changes so 

check the notice board as you walk around 

the village. 

Jane Jeanes 01963 370769  or 07712 824747 

C&G Plumbing 

 
All types of plumbing work undertaken from tap 

repairs to full installations. 

No job too small 
Experienced, reliable and professional service at 

Reasonable prices 
 

Telephone: 01963 371209 or 07766 186704 

Church Matters continued 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/
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Westree Company 

Tree surgery, pruning, reductions, felling, stump 
removal, emergency tree works, logs for sale. 
Hedge trimming, reductions, planting, sheds, 

summerhouses, garden rooms,  
equestrian buildings, garages 

Telephone: 01963 362615 
Email: enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk 

Web: www.westreecompany.co.uk 

One of the Best Explanations for the 

Concept of God 

In a mother’s womb were two babies. One 

asked the other: “Do you believe in life 

after delivery?”  

The other replied, “Why, of course. There 

has to be something after delivery. Maybe 

we are here to prepare ourselves for what 

we will be later.”  

“Nonsense” said the first. “There is no life 

after delivery. What kind of life would that 

be?”  

The second said, “I don’t know, but there 

will be more light than in here. Maybe we 

will walk with our legs and eat from our 

mouths. Maybe we will have other senses 

that we can’t understand now.”  

The first replied, “That is absurd. Walking 

is impossible. And eating with our 

mouths? Ridiculous! The umbilical cord 

supplies nutrition and everything we 

need. But the umbilical cord is so short. 

Life after delivery is to be logically 

excluded.”  

The second insisted, “Well I think there is 

something and maybe it’s different to it is 

here. Maybe we won’t need this physical 

cord anymore.”  

The first replied, “Nonsense. And 

moreover, if there is life, then why has no 

one ever come back from there? Delivery is 

the end of life, and in the after-delivery 

there is nothing but darkness and silence 

and oblivion. It takes us nowhere.”  

“Well, I don’t know,” said the second, “but 

certainly we will meet Mother and she will 

take care of us.”   

The first replied, “Mother? You actually 

believe in Mother? That’s laughable. If 

Mother exists then where is she now?”  

The second said, “She is all around us. We 

are surrounded by her. We are of her. It is 

in her that we live. Without her this world 

would not and could not exist.”  

Said the first, “Well I don’t see her, so it is 

only logical that she doesn’t exist.”  

To which the second replied, “Sometimes, 

when you’re in silence and you focus and 

listen, you can perceive her presence, and 

you can hear her voice, calling down from 

above.” (Source unknown)  

Rev Kevin 

 

Church Matters continued 
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Parish Council 

During the Covid lockdown the Parish 

Council has been following guidance from 

government, South Somerset District 

Council and the Somerset Association of 

Local Councils by not having face to face 

meetings.  This is likely to continue for 

some time.  We have in place a Business 

Continuity Plan that allows the Clerk, in 

consultation with me and the Vice 

Chairman, to conduct routine business 

such as paying salaries and bills for 

authorised services.  Other business is 

being done by the Council “meeting” on 

Zoom, these are legal meetings and are 

minuted.  The Clerk will continue to give 

notice of meetings in the normal way, 

together with information on ways for the 

public to participate, and to publish 

minutes. 

The Recreation Ground has remained open 

and as safe as we can make it.  I would like 

to pay tribute to the Clerk and all others 

who have worked to keep it available for 

our use; but it is up to us all to play our 

part by such things as not dropping litter 

and picking up dog mess. 

We have suffered the blight of traffic on 

the A357 through the centre of our village 

for a long time and have been frustrated 

by the lack of activity by Somerset County 

Council to deal with it.  We are working to 

get a plan prepared by qualified 

professionals that we can put to SCC for 

them to use as the basis for action. 

Some of you will be aware that there are 

moves afoot to reorganise local 

government at District and County 

Council level, as has recently happened in 

Dorset.  There are several options being 

discussed and briefly the position is that 

the Leader of Somerset County Council is 

Henstridge Parish  

Council 
Emma Curtis – Parish Clerk & RFO 

Henstridge Parish Council 

14 Everlanes Close 

Milborne Port 

Sherborne 

Dorset 

DT9 5FT 

Mob: 07745 270285 

Tel: 01963 250015 

Email: clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Web: www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Meet the Parish Council: 

Ken Courtenay - Chair 

David Nichols - Deputy Chair 

Howard Bentley-Marchant Barry Howlett 

Peter Crocker  Carolyn Nichols 

Simon Cullum  Andrew McMillan 

Adrian Gaymer  Jean Oswick 

Elspeth Graham  Jane Rose 

John Graham  

Administration for the council is dealt with by the Clerk and Proper officer, Emma Curtis.  

In the first instance, all enquiries should be made to the Clerk. 

District Councillors are: Hayward Burt and William Wallace (who is also County Councillor) 
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in favour of a unitary solution, which 

would see all functions moved to a new 

authority combining SCC and the District 

Councils.  However SSDC and other 

Districts are against this idea.   

If you want to read more and take part in 

the consultation go online to: 

https://onesomerset.org.uk/ 

and 

https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/

news/2020/7/south-somerset-district-

council-confirms-it-cannot-support-

countys-councils-plan-for-one-size-fits-all-

local-government/ 

We all hope for a return to normal life as 

soon as possible, but realistically this will 

take time and we will have to adjust to a 

new normal.  Your parish council is open 

for business, while keeping everybody’s 

safety uppermost in mind.  It is very sad 

that events have had to be cancelled, not 

only the planned events on the Rec but our 

Annual Parish Meeting as well.  This 

would have given Parish Councillors the 

opportunity to hear from residents of the 

parish what priorities there are for future 

action.  But I encourage anyone who has a 

subject of concern, or even a good idea, to 

contact the Clerk, preferably by email or 

letter. 

Ken Courtenay 

Parish Council Chairman 

Open Spaces 

The recreation ground has been a boon to 

the parish during the pandemic. A big 

thank you to those who have helped to 

keep it tidy so everyone could take their 

daily exercise, walk their dogs and get 

some fresh air, in lovely surroundings. 

Our new tree by the new bench has been 

lovingly watered and is growing well. We 

are hoping to be planting more trees 

around the village in the Autumn. There 

will be some tree work done in the 

recreation ground in the Autumn and we 

will inform you when the work is to be 

carried out. 

A new fence is to be erected in the Village 

Hall car park shortly and the hedge tidied 

up and the brambles removed. 

We have been busy behind the scenes 

getting quotes for new equipment for the 

kiddies play area. As soon as we have a 

scheme approved by councillors (and 

children) we will be applying for funding. 

The goal posts at the top of the recreation 

ground are about to be refurbished and in 

the Autumn the weeds around the pump 

track will be removed and the banks 

reseeded. 

We are in the process of getting work done 

at Oak Vale Wood to alleviate the boggy 

areas before the winter weather comes. 

The allotments are now fully booked, new 

water troughs have been installed and 

plans for improvements and a small 

orchard are coming together. One of the 

allotment sheds was burnt down, the word 

was put out and villagers came together 

and another shed was found and erected. 

A big thank you to all those who helped, 

that is what community is all about! 

Our Village Ranger is making headway 

with keeping tidy, areas of the village that 

our groundsmen can’t tackle. As south 

Somerset district council have cut back on 

the work they carry out for us we have to 

buy in the manpower to get these jobs 

done. We hope you can see the difference 

now that your Parish Council has control 

Parish Council contd 

https://onesomerset.org.uk/
https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/news/2020/7/south-somerset-district-council-confirms-it-cannot-support-countys-councils-plan-for-one-size-fits-all-local-government/
https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/news/2020/7/south-somerset-district-council-confirms-it-cannot-support-countys-councils-plan-for-one-size-fits-all-local-government/
https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/news/2020/7/south-somerset-district-council-confirms-it-cannot-support-countys-councils-plan-for-one-size-fits-all-local-government/
https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/news/2020/7/south-somerset-district-council-confirms-it-cannot-support-countys-councils-plan-for-one-size-fits-all-local-government/
https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/news/2020/7/south-somerset-district-council-confirms-it-cannot-support-countys-councils-plan-for-one-size-fits-all-local-government/
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over what gets done and when. 

We are in process of purchasing specialist 

software so that we can digitise burial 

information. This would include all the 

details of burials past and present and 

their locations on a site plan, and also all 

the booked plots and the certificates and 

other regulation paperwork. 

We will, despite pandemics, lock-downs, 

social distancing and Zoom meetings carry 

on looking after our Parish for everyone to 

enjoy, and be proud of. 

Carolyn Nichols 

Chairman Open Spaces Committee 

Parish Council contd 
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Festival Flower Power 

 
COMPETITION 

 Closing Date for Entries – extended to September 20th 

Join in with our wonderful HSFestival Flower Competition.  

1st, 2nd, 3rd prizes - for the most innovative/weatherproof flowers. Made 

with any materials – let your creative abilities flow! 

- Fantastic Prizes for Adults, Youths & Children. Sponsored by Dikes, our 

Village Shop and with some great prize donations from our villagers. From 

Champagne, Luxury Chocolates and Pamper Treatments to Vouchers, Huge 

Cuddly Toys and more.  

£4 entry fee to raise funds for our next event with all entries used to adorn 

the site with festival spirit. Winners’ flowers will have pride of place with 

their names alongside their creations! 

To enter and for further details go to:  
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/hsf-flowerpower 

Then, take pictures of your displayed flowers and upload onto our HSF 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/henstridgesummerfestival/ 

Or, upload your pictures to Next Door Henstridge: https://nextdoor.co.uk/events/ 

Or, send photos via e- mail to: henstridgesummerfestival@gmail.com 

Questions? Contact Jane Rose, HSF Event Lead – 01963 362048 OR 07761185630 

Good luck!!! 

 

Festival Flower Power 
 

COMPETITION 
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The Virginia Ash 

Readers may wonder what is happening to 

“The Ash”, currently covered in scaffold-

ing and looking rather sad. Well fear not! 

In the next few weeks all will be revealed, 

a “New Ash” with a fresh look, limestone 

rendering and stone corner blocks at each 

end of the building forming a traditional 

stone frame. The old white rendering was 

concrete which should never have been 

used on a building originating from the 

1800’s (There was an older pub on the site 

going back to the 1500’s that Walter Ra-

leigh would have known). There is to be a 

new panelled door and flower beds are to 

be re-planted with traditional English gar-

den flowers and hanging baskets rather 

than the rather unsightly yucca plants 

which were there. Gone are the old signs, 

replaced by tasteful modern signage more 

in keeping with current trends than the 

1970/80 disco theme that previously graced 

the building. 

There are still plans eventually to intro-

duce a micro brewery to the Ash but more 

immediately the pub will be participating 

in the government £10 meal scheme. From 

1 to the end of August, half price meals 

will be available up to a maximum value 

of £10.  

One other thing the Ash does have is plen-

ty of space, both inside and out. No prob-

lem with social distancing and easy to 

book that table!  Phone 01963 363868 

 

News & Events continued 

              

 

Do you have a couple of hours a week to spare? 

Would you like to help someone in your local Community? 

Then why not consider Volunteering for Somerset Sight? 

We are a long established local charity covering the whole of Somerset and 

have visually impaired Service users all over the County just waiting to meet 

someone like you. 

Our Volunteer Visiting Service provides an invaluable lifeline to many lonely 

and isolated people who may otherwise not see anyone from one weeks end  

to another and a friendly face once a week or once a fortnight can make an 

enormous difference to someone’s life 

If this is something you would like to do then please contact  

Christine on 01823 333818 

Or email christine@somersetsight.org.uk 

Company No: 8432686       :     Charity No:1154472 
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Frances’s New Shed 

Nicknamed 'The Saints", three hard-

working locals (John, Peter and Andrew), 

spent the best part of a day last July col-

lecting, delivering and building a new 

shed for Frances who had lost hers a few 

weeks previously to a fire deliberately 

set by a much-misguided, shallow vandal. 

The photo shows Frances, the proud own-

er of her new metal shed - which was 

kindly donated by staff at Wyke Primary 

School, Gillingham - and two of the three 

'village lads' who built it for her.  

Offers of replacement tools, buckets and 

other gardening 'paraphernalia' lurking 

unused at the back of your own shed 

would undoubtedly be gratefully received 

in replacing some of what was lost in the 

fire… 

 

Didn’t we do well! 

When lockdown fell, there was wide-

spread concern about care in the commu-

nity. In Henstridge, the Parish Council 

undertook to finance food parcels, but 

wisely acknowledging that they knew 

nothing about the practicalities, asked the 

Balsam Centre to take control. The Balsam 

Centre set up a telephone hot line for those 

who might need help, and drew up a list 

of useful telephone numbers, which a 

group of volunteers distributed door to 

door. 

But the real difference was the community 

effort unleashed by so many of you. With-

out bidding you checked on your neigh-

bours, did their shopping, picked up pre-

scriptions, drove them to doctors or hospi-

tal appointments ,delivered newspapers, 

cooked meals and delivered them, and did 

so much more, with your only reward a 

heartfelt “thank you”. You came in all 

guises, young, old, and in-between, male 

and female and probably other, but all 

with one intent, to help. You were great. 

Importantly, almost everyone got the idea 

about social distancing, and did it. There 

were, of course, a few who didn’t under-

stand or worse, didn’t care, and they 

should be ashamed of themselves, since 

they put the whole community at greater 

risk. 

At time of writing the lockdown is easing, 

which is widely welcomed. However, this 

does not mean that the virus has gone 

away; it is still there, and very dangerous 

to those at higher risk. So the advice is to 

continue with social distancing, wear face 

masks where required, wash your hands 

regularly, and stay safe. And please re-

spect the decisions of those who wish to 

continue to isolate. 

We missed the pub, and the church bells, 

and must give a vote of thanks to Events 

Crew, who do a lot of work in the village, 

but most importantly coned off the Bird in 

Hand so we could safely go back. Brilliant! 

And throughout it all we were wonderful-

ly served by Bindi and her team at the vil-

lage shop. 

The Henstridge Coronavirus helpline is 

News & Events continued 



 

 Page 15 

 still active; the number is 07784-810799. So 

far we have had more calls from volun-

teers wanting to help than from those 

needing help, which is probably a rough 

and ready indicator that your response 

and help has been so effective. Let us try 

and carry on this effort; it’s been reward-

ing in so many ways. 

Simon Cullum 

 

News from the Village Hall  

It has taken a great deal of effort to get the 

village hall Covid secure. Lots of cleaning 

done by members of the committee our 

cleaner and others, lots of paperwork pro-

duced by Chris that has to be updated 

almost as soon as the ink is dry, new 

equipment and sanitising materials 

sourced and purchased. But we have sol-

diered on and slowly but surely our hall is 

emerging from lock-down.  

Art Club, Craft Club and Yoga have all 

started up, Jazzercise and Loose Ends are 

starting in September. Other groups are 

starting as when they are able. New book-

ings have been taken so that is very en-

couraging.  

We have purchased some super new table 

tennis tables and hope that a group will 

form to make use of them.  

We will be sending out messages on 

Nextdoor and our Facebook page, to keep 

you informed of what, and when, things 

are happening.  

We also have a super new notice board, 

built by John one of our committee mem-

bers, so look out for information posted, 

you can even read them at night as it is lit 

up with solar powered lights. Though, it is 

very sad to say one of the lights was 

wrenched off by vandals. But we will re-

place it, and it will shine out again.  

We are hoping to start our fundraising 

again with a Car Boot Sale on the 23rd of 

August, in these uncertain times we can 

only hope. We have to rethink how we do 

things, and plan for all eventualities.  

For all our older and shielding residents 

who we will not see for a while yet, stay 

safe and hope it will not be too long before 

you are able to join us. For all those resi-

dents who are able we hope you will come 

and make use of your village hall again.  

To all those who have recently moved to 

the village, there is no better place to go to 

meet your fellow villagers and at the same 

time, have fun, pursue a hobby or get fit. A 

warm welcome awaits you all.  

Carolyn Nichols, Chairman and Bookings 

Administrator 

Bookings Email:  

bookingshenstridgevillagehall@gmail.com  

01963 363123 
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 Keep in Touch! 

Refer to the Henstridge Online web-

site for more details and up to date 

information—

www.henstridgeonline.co.uk or look 

for Henstridge Village Hall on Face-

book, or check out the “events” in 

Nextdoor Henstridge. 

Due to Corona Virus, most of the regular 

activities are on hold.Check noctices in 

the shop, Henstridge Online, Facebook 

and Nextdoor Henstridge for notices 

when our activities restart. 

 

The following groups have restarted, or 

plan to restart in September.  The contact 

for each is on the last page of the maga-

zine. 

Art Club 

Craft Club 

Yoga 

Loose Ends 

Jazzercise 

Book Club 

 
Derek Etherington Dip(I.T.) BSc (Hons) 

Broadband, wireless / wired networks. PC, Mac, 
iPad, Smartphone, Tablet etc. Computer repairs 
and upgrades. Tuition available. Free local callout. 

Websites designed & maintained. CISCO trained 
Reasonable rates. Monday – Friday 9am-6pm 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07855 287150 
Email: info@dcenet.co.uk 

Web: www.dcenet.co.uk 

Blackmore Vale Forge 

General blacksmith and welding 
Telephone: 01963 364116 
Email: blackmorevaleforge@gmail.com 
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 Robert  Samuel  Lovelace 

1859 to 1935 

Bicycle Pioneer  

 Our most inventive resident ? 

Robert Lovelace was a man who 

must have enjoyed the transport 

revolution which took place in the 

late Victorian era.  Personal 

transport was provided by horses, 

carts and 'penny farthing' bicycles 

when he was a lad.  During his life-

time, he became involved with bicy-

cles, 'safety bicycles' (where the 

wheels are of similar size and the 

rear wheel is driven by a chain), oil 

engines and motor vehicles. 

Robert was born at Hampreston, 

near Wimborne and came to Hen-

stridge around 1879. He had served 

an apprenticeship as a blacksmith 

with Samuel Cherrett at Longham, 

near Wimborne. The apprenticeship start-

ed in 1875 and Robert was paid one shil-

ling (5p) per week for the first year and 6 

pence (2.5p) plus all food in the following 

years; but he had to pay for his lodgings 

and washing! 

Soon after he came to Henstridge, records 

indicate he was employed making the 

lovely ornate gates for the Inwood estate 

that can still be seen from the A30 as one 

drives to Milborne Port. The 1870's were 

the start of the period where bicycles be-

came popular. Most bikes were of the 

'penny farthing' type and the combination 

of poor roads (with deep ruts from the 

wheels of carts), solid rubber tyres and 

poor low speed stability probably resulted 

in these machines paying frequent visits to 

the local blacksmith for repair. Many peo-

ple were trying to improve the basic de-

sign of the bicycle and Robert Lovelace 

became very active as a pioneer in this 

field. 
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Robert on the 'Little Wonder' c.1890 
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Robert probably built his 

first 'safety' bicycle, with 

rear wheel drive, in the 

middle 1880's and later in 

that decade produced his 

first ‘lady's safety bicycle’ 

along similar lines (using a 

split gun barrel for the 

front fork). This machine, 

with its low frame and no 

crossbar, was much more 

suitable for ladies to ride 

than the ‘penny far-

thing’ (or ‘ordinary’) and 

it is considered by some to be 

one of the very first practical 

‘lady's safety bicycles’. This 

early safety bicycle is probably 

the one known as ‘THE’ LOVE-

LACE BICYCLE.  

Robert obviously had a love for 

bicycles because he subsequent-

ly went on to develop his road 

machines into racing bicycles 

and he himself raced a machine which 

became known as 'the little won-

der' (which weighed only 20lbs!). This 

famous duo of man and machine won 

many prizes and medals and Robert sold 

copies of his bicycle for £16. He also pro-

duced one of the first racing bicycles for 

ladies, which also achieved racing success 

for its owners. 

Robert married Caroline Hannam around 

1881. She was, probably, the inspiration for 

his lady's cycles because she often rode his 

Lovelace Cycles cont’d 

Bicycles outside the 'R.S.Lovelace,  Cycle Manufacturer' building by the 

railway bridge on the A30. c. 1900? 

Robert’s daughter on one of his bikes around 1900 (The 

bicycle looks like an early version of the machine currently in 

a Midlands Museum). 
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bicycles. Caroline liked to wear 'rational 

dress' of bloomers and socks. Cycling was 

considered by many not to be a 'ladylike' 

activity in the Victorian era and many a 

lady was criticised for riding in bloomers 

and socks! In fact, there was much animos-

ity between cyclists and other road users at 

the time, probably because of the speed 

with which the cyclists went around and 

the fact that horses and bicycles don’t mix! 

During the 1880's and 1890's, Kelly's direc-

tory of Somerset describes Robert as a 

blacksmith and then a machinist. Howev-

er, he must have spent a lot of time build-

ing and developing bicycles and he took 

out numerous patents to cover his im-

provements. Probably, his best patents 

were for small pieces of moulded rubber to 

be added to the cover of the 'Dunlop' type 

of pneumatic tyre and non – burstable 

inner tubes.  

These ideas produced much improved 

traction and directional stability and also 

improved puncture resistance. It is be-

lieved that he sold the rights of his ideas to 

a well-known tyre producer in Europe 

around 1900 and they 

produced their first mo-

tor car tyre with a 'tread 

pattern' around 1905. 

Perhaps Robert Lovelace 

can be considered as the 

'father' of the treaded tyre 

for motor cycles and mo-

tor cars? 

(The photo at the begin-

ning of this article shows 

Robert holding a section 

of tyre c 1900.)  The first 

treaded tyre patent of 

1893 describes Robert as a cycle maker of 

Blackmoor Cycle Works, Henstridge. 

However, Kelly's directory did not de-

scribe him as a 'cycle maker' until 1902, 

and by 1919 this had grown to 'cycle mak-

er, motor and general engineer'. He had 

started to become interested in oil engines 

and had taken out some patents on the 

design of engines. Perhaps there was no 

time to be involved with bicycles anymore, 

because, by 1923, he was described purely 

as a motor engineer. The age of the bicycle 

was now in decline and, by 1927, his sons 

had joined him in the business on the site 

of what became Vale Motors garage, sell-

ing petrol as well as engineering services.  

Robert Lovelace died in 1935, at the age of 

76, and was buried in Henstridge church-

yard. 

During the period 1889 to 1903, he had 

taken out 23 patents covering improve-

ments to bicycles, tyres and oil engines/

internal combustion engines. He was, pos-

sibly, the most inventive man ever to live 

in Henstridge. 

Postscript - March 14th 1996 

Bill Light of Gillingham was one of Rob-

Lovelace Cycles cont’d 
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Vale Auto Services 

Low Cost Motoring Centre 
Premium service at sensible prices 

MOT £40 while you wait: Monday-Saturday 

Servicing, Repairs, Diagnostics, Tyres, 
Laser Wheel Alignment 

Free Collection / Delivery / Courtesy Car 
Telephone: 01963 362843 

Web: www.valeautoservices.co.uk 

Brian Kinder & Son 

Motor engineers 
Servicing & repairs to all makes 

 

Unit 7A Marsh Lane Industrial Estate,  
Henstridge BA80TG 

Telephone: 01963 363151 or 07714 293852 
Email: gkinder2808@gmail.com 

Web: www.briankinderandson.co.uk 

MB Electrical – Part P Registered 

Mike Barnes domestic electrical work  
& PAT testing 

Telephone: 01963 363133 or 07966 108590 

Bird in Hand 

 
Your friendly local pub 

Skittle Alley available for functions 

Real Ale, local cider and guest beers available 
Lunch time bar snacks 

Sky Sports 

Telephone: 01963 362255 

ert's greatest friends. Bill was also a suc-

cessful bicycle racer and the two often 

went to races together in the 1890's. Their 

aim was to claim the winner's prizes and 

sell their bicycles. If they were successful, 

they would share their success on the train 

home. Around 1889, Bill also started to 

manufacture bicycles and, later, they were 

produced under the trade name of 

‘MAGNET’. Bill got the contract to supply 

bicycles to the local police constables.  

New constables would go to the tailor to 

get their uniform and then onto Light's to 

be measured for their new bicycle! Bill 

died a week after Robert. 

Postscript - Spring 2004 

The authors continue to investigate the 

history of the Lovelace Bicycle and further 

information has become available through 

Bob Townsend of the Science Museum, 

Wroughton, Nr Swindon  & Nick Clayton, 

Editor, The Boneshaker & Rod Safe, VCC 

Marque Specialist  - to whom we extend 

our sincere thanks. 

Editor’s note 

This article was originally compiled in Novem-

ber 1995 by Mrs Marion Lovelace and David 

Rabone,C.Eng., M.I.Mech.E. Given Robert 

Lovelace’s contribution to the village and the 

increased interest in cycling we are very grate-

ful to the authors for letting us reprint their 

article. 

Lovelace Cycles cont’d 
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Kedgeworth is an independent com-

pany which commenced trade in 

1976 when David Pierson’s father 

was working for the Komatsu distrib-

utor as their salesman. At the time 

Komatsu were new to the UK market 

and there was a need for customers 

to part exchange existing heavy plant 

for new equipment. A new company 

was established whose objective was to 

buy in the second-hand plant as part ex-

change either stripping it down for parts 

or restoring it for the aftermarket. 

The company was based at Sixpenny 

Handley and a second depot in Blandford 

Forum until moving all operations to Hen-

stridge in 1986.  

After working with his father for 22 years, 

David took over the helm. In more recent 

times the company has developed and 

expanded; still focused on the Komatsu 

brand of equipment, it remains a family 

business and now employs 18 people in-

cluding David’s son Patrick and daughter 

Madeleine. Seven employees have been 

with the company for over 20 years and 

four over 27 years. The company has a low 

staff turnover resulting in a very loyal 

workforce. Activities remain the buying 

and selling of bulldozers and excavators, 

dump trucks, all of which are repaired or 

dismantled, for parts. Kedgeworth is the 

largest dismantler of Komatsu machinery 

in Europe. The company exports mainly 

parts to 63 countries including The United 

States, Europe and Australasia. Currency 

fluctuations play a big part in the ability to 

sell internationally so any devaluation of 

the pound sterling assists the sales effort 

while making it more expensive for 

Kedgeworth to buy in any foreign manu-

factured parts. Where possible suppliers 

are locally based including making some 

new fabrications, engineering and the 

painting of refurbished equipment for re-

sale. Usually refurbished equipment stays 

in the UK being sold over the internet 

through heavy plant platforms such as 

“Plant Trader”. The re-building of heavy 

plant is a specialised business. It is neces-

sary to install new hydraulics and pumps 

and lifting apparatus, rebuild and test en-

gines, replace tracks on bulldozers, test 

emissions and certify plant to ensure abso-

lute safety standards. The company also 

supplies technical manuals and technical 

support from knowledge gained over the 

past 30 years specialising in Komatsu ma-
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chinery. Clients in the south of England 

can benefit from on-site support and ser-

vicing, with specialised mobile engineers 

on call. Customers are in construction, 

demolition, forestry, agriculture, waste 

disposal and recycling. Business is person-

al with many clients coming back with 

repeat business over the years.  

Kedgeworth is located at the airfield and 

now has a new building on a 6 acre site. 

The warehouse is fully automated with 

modern computer controlled picking ma-

chines being used to pick and dispatch 

orders from an extensive parts list. There 

are several heavy duty cranes and new 

racking in a well thought out working en-

vironment. The new building was only 

completed two years ago and boasts 8256 

sq. ft of space and some very smart offices.  

David is rightly proud of the company and 

its achievements. He has recently made his 

son a director of the company while 

daughter Madeleine works in 

the front office on administra-

tion and sales support. The com-

pany is about to take on a new 

apprentice who has a brilliant 

opportunity to “show his metal” 

and progress within the compa-

ny, building on the highly 

skilled workforce.  

www.kedgeworth.com 

01963  363653  

Dozer Drive Wheel Automated Picking Machine 

http://www.kedgeworth.com
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 Youth Club  

The new Youth Club will be coming 

soon, and will now be every Friday 

evening, with a new team and a new 

format - so spread the word!  

The new team is hard at work 

planning in the background and as 

soon as we know that we can go 

ahead, we will be informing all youth 

club attendees and their families.  

Watch this space - and if you have 

any questions or any ideas to contribute to 

what you would like to see happening in 

your new Youth Club, please contact  

Jane Rose, PC Representative for Youth: 

01963 362048 or 07761185630 

The Henstridge Flyers WI  

Henstridge Flyers WI have had a very 

quiet time of it in the past few months.  We 

have been unable to meet in the usual 

way, but the committee has done its best to 

keep in touch with everyone.  

 In June all our members received a cream 

tea delivered to their door, which was 

much appreciated!  In July, the ladies 

received a goodie bag put together by the 

craft group, consisting of a lavender bag, a 

decorated clay heart and a blank jigsaw 

piece.  They were asked to decorate the 

piece on the theme of what lockdown has 

meant to them, and we hope that the 

completed jigsaw will remind us of how 

we coped with this difficult time.  

 We are hoping to get together at some 

point, to have a picnic. 

Sue Latimer - 01963 365765 

susanlatimer155@gmail  

Henstridge Line Dancers 

I was hoping to go back in a few weeks, 

but as we now have to wear masks I could 

have a few passing out,  me included. (Not 

good) 

So any Henstridge  Line dancers who want 

to meet at 7pm on any Thursday from 

August 6th, bring a chair and we will meet 

on the patio and have a natter. 

PS Thank you to everyone who has 

supported Henstridge Village Hall by 

buying bits and putting your money in the 

donation pot outside Hobbyts House. It 

has raised £78 for the Hall so far. 

Just to say Stay Safe and if you want to 

talk call me. 

Ros Browning— 01963 363016 

CAMEO 

I hope that you are all well and keeping 

safe.  After a lot of thought, I have decided 

to cancel the Cameo for this year and start 

again on February 2nd 2021. 

We are so up in the air and rules are so 

different, to make sure it is safe next year 

seems the best option.  Of course this will 

depend on what happens. 

Ros Browning—01963 363016 
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Joy Ferrari enjoying her cream tea 
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Henstridge Book Club 

After a few months off limits, we are now 

very happy to be back to our regular 

meetings in the Bird in Hand.  Mark and 

the team have given us lots of space, so we 

can spread out, and remain distanced. 

Come and join the book club if you like to 

read crime fiction, and to solve the 

problems of the world in the pub! 

 We meet on the third Wednesday of each 

month at 7:45 at the Bird in Hand.  We try 

to read new authors, new times, new 

countries… but still in the crime fiction / 

espionage genre.  There are usually 6-8 of 

us that make it to the meeting each month.  

You are very welcome to join us – even if 

you can’t make every meeting.  So just 

come along one evening, or if you would 

like more information, please contact Gail 

Cullum  

Gail Cullum - 01963 362878 

gailpcullum@gmail.com 

 

The Art Group 

Enquiries to Liz Holbrook on 01963 363193 

or just turn up for a warm welcome. 

 

Henstridge Family History Group 

Although the Family History Group has 

not been able to meet during lockdown, 

we have not been idle. During this time we 

were contacted by a lady who was trying 

to trace her family who were evacuated to 

Henstridge during WW11, and was 

attempting to trace the homes or families 

with whom they stayed. The names of the 

children were Patricia & Robert Leavey, of 

which we did find a little information. If 

you happen to remember anything at all 

that relates to this request, perhaps you 

would kindly get in touch with me via the 

contact details below. 

This has made me consider that it would 

be useful to have some records or stories 

about the evacuees in Henstridge, because 

as the years go by, fewer people will 

remember anything about this time, with 

first-hand information. So, if you have 

something to tell, I would be very 

interested to hear from you. 

If you would like to start a family tree and 

need assistance, simple “Family tree” 

sheets suitable for adults or children, or 

just chat through something if you have 

hit a “brick wall” in your research, there 

are members who will be happy to talk 

and try and assist you. 

Hopefully in the near future we will be 

able to meet again, albeit socially 

distanced! 

Linda Farnsworth    

01963 365802  or  07884 072548 

henstridgefhs@gmail.com 

 

Loose Ends 

Loose Ends is due to start again on 4th 

September.  The group will meet on Friday 

mornings, from 10:30 until 12:00 at the 

Village Hall.  We have been offered some 

“spill-over” space into the main hall if we 

need it, so do come along, we can all 

remain distanced, but still close enough to 

chat and catch up on all that is going on in 

the village.  If the weather is fine, we will 

use the patio too and hope to soak up 

some September sunshine. 

Gail and Simon Cullum have picked up 

the baton from David Rabone, and are 

now organising the rota and the sessions.  

A big thank you to David for running this 

Clubs & Societies  continued 
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for many years, hope we can do it justice! 

Check the noticeboard at the Village Hall 

for any more information or watch for 

details on Nextdoor Henstridge.  Hope to 

see you on Friday mornings. 

Gail and Simon Cullum – 01963 362878 

gailpcullum@gmail.com 
 

David, we would like to give you a HUGE vote 

of thanks for all you have done to keep 

'LOOSENDS ' on the road for so long.  Our 

coffee morning has been a real positive in this 

village.   All the very best.   

 

Liz Holbrook on behalf of all the coffee 

morning members 

 

Henstridge Sports Club 

Steve Penny Sports club Chairman 

News from the Hive 

Lockdown can be very frustrating can’t it? 

Bees experience it during prolonged cold 

or wet and windy weather but we have to 

stay inside with hundreds of our sisters 

and a few brothers. We workers have to 

carry on with the normal jobs in the hive 

under difficult conditions so we 

understand how hard it must have been 

for all of you since we wrote our last 

article. We haven’t had to stay in and were 

able to make the most of the hot spring 

weather, foraging and bringing back lots 

of food for our expanding colonies. Ken 

was able to visit us regularly as beekeepers 

were considered key workers due to the 

need to look after our welfare. He used 

extra gloves and always carried wipes and 

had conversations at a distance with those 

he met. For some reason no one comes too 

close when he is looking at us so he kept 

safe. We are key workers because without 

pollinators most of the fruit and vegetables 

you have been so busy growing would not 

have yielded such good crops. 

We have missed being able to visit fetes 

and shows in one of Ken’s observation 

hives and we were looking forward to 

being the stars of Dragonfly class’s 

summer term. All sorts of activities 

involving honey and wax and honeycomb 

shapes had been planned and put back in 

a folder to use later. We hear that honey 

sales have continued via telephone and 

email and a notice in the garden in Stowell 

which has introduced lots of walkers and 

cyclists to our wonderful handiwork (and 

Ken’s of course). There is plenty of honey 

in runny or set form and candles and wax 

products can be made to order if not 

available. It only takes a phone call 01963 

370769 or 07712 824747. 

Must buzz off now as there are blackberry 

flowers to visit. 

Please get in touch with Ken or Jane Jeanes 

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com   

Ken Jeanes - 01963 370769 

News from the Lions Den 

Welcome to the latest news bulletin from 

the Blackmore Vale Lions Club. 

As with most Charity organizations we 

have been virtually closed since March 

and it is unsure when we can recommence 

our usual activities. We did manage to 

have a modicum of success with our Easter 

egg raffle but the returns suffered as pubs 

and businesses went into lockdown. I 

would like to thank all those who 

persevered and were able to make 

donations to us. 

The Bird in Hand, thanks to Mark, are 

conducting a raffle for us the prize being 

Clubs & Societies continued 
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£50 of Hall and Woodhouse Vouchers so 

please have a go when you are next there.  

Although we have no major fund raising 

activities at present we have been able to 

make some donations which have had a 

significant impact on individuals, these 

include £500 to each of the main food 

banks serving our area. This money was 

distributed from a central UK Lions 

emergency fund. 

We have made a donation to pay for an 

emergency call system for the local blood 

bikes. All eight of their bikes now have a 

Lions logo on them. These bikers help to 

save lives throughout our area. We always 

welcome hearing of other such genuine 

needs in the area and if appropriate we 

will make a donation. 

When we emerge from the effects of 

lockdown we will need to increase our 

membership, so please give a thought to 

joining us. 

A big thank you! – to all of you that have 

supported and helped us. 

Our motto as ever is “we serve”. 

Lion Peter Oswick 01963 363281 

Peter.oswick@btinternet.com 

The Bell Ringers of Henstridge 

I expect most of you have noticed the 

profound silence of our bells! Regrettably 

during lockdown we were unable to access 

the Church tower and no practices or 

ringing have been possible.  

We are hopeful that by the time you read 

this article, that once again our glorious 

bells will be audible around the village. 

Regrettably only 3 bells can be rung to 

keep within the guidelines of social 

distancing in the very confined space of 

the tower. A full complement is six ringers, 

so the sounds you will be hearing is far 

from what can be attained. Our bells are of 

very high quality, and over the years we 

have had many visiting ringing teams, to 

perform quarter peals which lasts 

approximately 45 minutes. Let us hope 

that in the future this wonderful sound 

will be heard again. 

However, even with just the minimum 3 

bells being rung, surely this will be a sign 

of returning to some normality, and an art 

and hobby that has been in existence for 

hundreds of years will have its 

resumption! 

Ellen Edwards 
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The University of the Third Age with the 

new catchy strap line ‘Learn’, Laugh, Live’ 

is uniquely for older people, giving them 

an opportunity to meet and make new 

friends who share the same interests or 

lifestyle. The overall ethos of the U3A as a 

national organisation is one of Mutual 

Learning where all members contribute, in 

different ways, to the success of the group. 

In this country here are over 1,000 

branches. Our branch for the villages 

around Henstridge only started in 2014, 

and, with the aid of local advertising, 50 

members were soon gained. We have seen 

gradual growth, mostly by word of mouth, 

and now has over 100 members. 

At present there are eleven groups. Boules, 

croquet, and garden visits are seasonal, 

while bridge, meditation, music 

appreciation, reading, table tennis and 

walking run through out the year.  The 

meeting location for a group is determined 

by the activity and mostly take place in 

pubs or church halls. The group leaders 

during covid-19 have been stretched to 

find a way of meeting that is comfortable 

for all members be this on YouTube, Zoom 

or by email. Now that pubs are open again 

there will be a cautious return to more 

activity. 

On alternate months, an afternoon open 

meeting was held in Henstridge Village 

Hall. Alongside the excellent tea, cake and 

chat we regularly attracted sixty persons to 

hear the interesting afternoon speaker. 

Without this personal interaction that we 

all miss, these meeting have continued via 

Zoom.  The dates for the remainder of 2020 

are Tuesday 8th September with a turn 

back to the past with “The Forgotten Art of 

the Picture Postcard 1840 – 1950s” and on 

Tuesday 3rd November on meteorology 

“Pine Cones to Computers.” If you are not 

yet acquainted with Zoom and would like 

to find out how to join in the meeting, a 

member will be happy to show you how to 

do so. Please contact Susan Kidd on 01963 

362107 for further information. 

Covid 19 has given us the opportunity to 

learn new skills together and, being 

mindful of the restrictions imposed by 

lockdown, we are able to reduce the 

annual fee for 2021 to £10.  

To talk through what the U3A can offer 

you please contact Gill Westall on 01963 

204318 or email her on 

bvmembership@outlook.com 

Jean Lindley 
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  ‘’TUFF” LOVE - WIFE FOR SALE - 

A STEAMY STORY OR A 

HEARTFELT REALITY? 

“The sailor looked at the woman and 

smiled. ’Come along!’ he said kindly. 

‘The little one too -  the more the 

merrier!’….She turned, and pulling 

off her wedding ring, flung it across 

the booth in the hay-trusser’s face.”   

The dramatic exit of Susan continues 

after a stroll along the matrimonial 

aisle to discover what marriage represents 

and the options available when it does not 

work out. Clearly love, sex and marriage 

do go together, but not nearly so well as 

the risk of falling into the moral, religious, 

and philosophical morass created by 

discussing this trinity. 

MARRIAGE 

Prior to the thirteenth century ‘marriage’ 

included living together, having more than 

one relationship at the same time and a 

‘divorce’ could be gained by mutual 

consent.1 From 1436 until 1834 

parishioners wishing to marry without a 

church ceremony could do so in the 

presence of the parson, with the parish 

bondsman being responsible for issuing 

the paperwork. His job was to obtain a 

sworn statement known as a marriage 

allegation and a bond, both required 

before a licence was issued. The bond 

compelled the groom or someone on his 

behalf, to guarantee the allegation was 

true – ‘my word is my bond.’  A church 

ceremony also required a public 

declaration of intent known as a bann,  

called three times in church before a 

wedding could take place. ‘Witnesses’ 

bestowed crucial validation to both 

systems.  Medieval church matters came 

under the jurisdiction of the Ecclesiastical 

Church Courts2,  where  marriage 

embraced the ‘principle of a ‘monogamous 

indissoluble marriage.’ An exclusive, 

legally binding, unbreakable contract 

sanctioning sexual intercourse potentially 

for procreation purposes only. As lust and 

sexual desire were deemed sinful, the 

medieval church believed the best way to 

deal with sex outside of marriage was to 

give it up. Consequently fornication, 

bigamy and adultery became punishable 

offences and children born out of wedlock 

could not inherit property.  Thus,  a 

medieval marriage process formalised a 
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 “With this ring I thee wed…”  Caroline Rowland 

Copy of the new marriage register for1753/54 

Henstridge courtesy of Ancestry.co.uk 
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relationship between two people and 

evolved to arrive at a legal 

relationship where ties were hard to 

break without a costly legal exit. It 

was not until 1753 that Lord 

Hardwicke’s Marriage Act finally 

gave fuller understanding and 

potency to earlier marriage 

ceremonies and laws. All marriages 

and banns were now recorded in a 

new parish marriage register. 

AND 

Somewhere amongst all the worry of 

chastisement, legal constraint, and 

reproductive preoccupations, was the 

existence of romantic love. 

BIGAMY 

Despite Hardwicke’s advancements 

people continued to marry in secret, or 

indeed marry someone else when already 

married. Bigamy,  being married to two 

wives or husbands at the same time,  rose 

in popularity despite the threat of 

prosecution and punishment. It was until 

1603 that bigamy actually became a 

punishable civil offence and not until the 

Hardwick Act introduced the civil 

marriages registers that it became 

detectable. Such ‘scandals’ regularly 

reported in newspapers rose from 26 

reported cases between 1700 and 1750 to a 

staggering 856 cases between 1750 and 

1800 following the Hardwicke Act. People 

were not always named, and sometimes 

confessions were wrung out of people. No 

less than nine men confessed to bigamy at 

the Auto da Fe (public acts of penance) 

inquisition in Lisbon in 1765. All sentenced 

to a whipping and five years hard labour 

on the Gallies.3  In 1797 Ambrose Rowe is 

on trial for bigamy,  when it transpires his 

‘second’ wife Caty Wilcox is also already 

married,  to someone else. Rowe is swiftly 

forgotten as the trial focuses on her 

misdemeanour instead. The expense of the 

trial lies with the parish, so the beadle then 

comes under scrutiny, and is severely 

chastised for failing to enquire as to the 

matrimonial status of Caty Wilcox. It is not 

entirely clear to whom the judge delivered 

a ‘not guilty’ verdict, Caty Wilcox, 

Henstridge History continued 

Venus, the Roman Goddess of Love and Fertility depicted in 

“The Birth of Venus” by Sandro Botticelli c1485 courtesy of 

Wikipedia 

BIGAMY. Matrimonial Magazine June 1775 

courtesy of https://blogs.bl.uk/

untoldlives/2014/01/scandal-and-bigamy-in-

https://blogs.bl.uk/untoldlives/2014/01/scandal-and-bigamy-in-georgian-london.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/untoldlives/2014/01/scandal-and-bigamy-in-georgian-london.html
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Ambrose Rowe, or the Parish Beadle!4 

Nonetheless,  bigamy, either a genuine 

mistake or deliberate action was a 

prohibited and punishable offence.  In rare 

cases the guilty were sentenced to hang, 

but a more usual punishment was the use 

of a red-hot poker or branding iron to 

mark the hand. 

 

DIVORCE 

Marriage vows speak of a life-long 

commitment ‘til death us do part’ but 

what happens  when things just do not 

work out? From 1350s to 1550s there 

appear to be few cases of annulled, legally 

declared invalid, marriages, it was costly 

and required evidence often difficult to 

prove, especially impotence.5  In 1530s one 

man, unable to get his own way, stamped 

his foot and changed the religious system 

of England, to achieve what he wanted; a 

‘divorce’ from his  wife.  Catalina of 

Aragon6, a dignified and loyal wife of 

twenty years was having none of that and 

resisted his abortive attempts saying she 

would ‘live and die in the estate of 

matrimony into which God had called her, 

and that she would always be of that 

opinion and 

never change 

it.’7 

Meanwhile 

Henry 

convinces 

himself the 

marriage is 

invalid, as he 

now believes 

a man should 

not marry 

the widow of 

his brother. 

Despite being the reigning monarch Henry 

fails to convince Pope Clement VI of his 

need of a divorce from Catalina on 

grounds of invalidity, rather the Pope goes 

on to renounce his new marriage to Anne 

Boleyn.  Henry is so fed up, he reacts by 

declaring the Pope no longer has authority 

in England and sets himself up as Head of 

the Church in England.8 He could finally 

get his annulment and soon afterwards his 

new wife Anne Boleyn gave birth to the 

future Queen Elizabeth.   Catalina of 

Aragon did not live to see her successor 

Anne Boleyn beheaded when Henry tired 

of her,  for she died at Kimbolton Castle on 

7th January 1536. 

The ‘famous’ divorce is immortalised in 

William Shakespeare’s play ‘Henry VIII’9 

which literally brought the house down 

when its performance in 1613 resulted in 

the burning down of the Globe Theatre.  

During Catalina’s state trial [Act II Scene 

IV] Shakespeare portrays her as the voice 

of reason as she tells of the injustice of the 

‘villainous’ Cardinal Wolsey and her 

rejection of him as her judge. ‘You are mine 

enemy.’ She says, ‘I am a simple woman 

Henstridge History continued 

Image courtesy of Luminarium Encyclopaedia Project. 

Read more about Anne Boleyn at http://

www.luminarium.org/encyclopedia/anneboleynscaffold.  

Catalina of Aragon courtesy of 

wikipedia 

http://www.luminarium.org/encyclopedia/anneboleynscaffold.htm
http://www.luminarium.org/encyclopedia/anneboleynscaffold.htm
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much too weak to oppose your cunning’ 

and tells him his heart is ‘crammed with 

arrogancy, spleen and pride.’  Later in the 

play as she lays dying at Kimbolton Castle 

Shakespeare pens the poignant lines: 

“Let me be used with honour: strew me over 

With maiden flowers, that all the world may 

know 

I was a chaste wife to my grave: embalm me, 

Then lay me forth: although unqueen'd, yet like 

A queen, and daughter to a king, inter me. 

I can no more.” 

In 1534 when Henry VIII became head of 

the Church of England so began the 

gradual erosion of powers of the 
Ecclesiastical Church Courts, until 

eventually over three hundred years 

jurisdiction finally give way to Parliament.  

In 1857 Parliament agreed a series of 

reforms, one of which was the 

Matrimonial Clauses Act establishing a 

civil divorce court. Women now have a 

legal identity of their own and can divorce 

husbands for cruelty, desertion or adultery 

and a man divorce his wife for adultery.10  

Despite the new legal framework people 

continued to find ways to change partners 

without a costly divorce. 

WIFE SELLING 

Those  familiar with the writings of 

Thomas Hardy may recognise the quote at 

the start from The Mayor of Casterbridge 

published in 1889.  Hardy was born in 

Higher Brockhampton in rural Dorset in 

1840 and rose to prominence with his 

novels portraying the pastoral life he knew 

so well.  His stark, often brutal portrayals 

of relationships between men and women 

were said to have outraged Victorian 

sensibilities.  Love and marriage, recurring 

themes throughout his novels, were the 

two most likely to bring him into conflict 

with Victorian values.  Many were 

essentially love stories with hefty doses of 

‘fret and fever’ and ‘derision and  disaster’ 

as well as ‘the strongest passion known to 

humanity’ meaning sex.11  Unsurprisingly, 

wife selling was not a particularly well-

Henstridge History continued 

The title page of Henry VIII printed in the Second 

Folio of 1632 http://luna.folger.edu/luna/servlet/s/

c478hk 

The Thomas Hardy monument, Dorchester  by   

Caroline Rowland 
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covered subject for a Victorian author, but 

Hardy produced a corker of a plot in The 

Mayor of Casterbridge, deemed ‘an original 

conception followed by striking 

execution.’12   Perhaps,  it was not in the 

mind of protagonist Michael Henchard to 

sell his wife Susan, as an ingenious way of 

avoiding a costly divorce, rather a moment 

of drunken madness. Susan makes a 

dignified departure saying:  

 ‘Mike…I’ve lived with thee a couple of 

years and had nothing but temper! Now 

I’m no more to ‘ee; I’ll try my luck 

elsewhere. ‘Twill be better to me and 

Elizabeth-Jane, both. So good- bye!” 13 

And that was that, as far as can be sure no 

mention of bigamy is made later in the 

novel, but if you have not read it, enjoy 

discovering what happens to the wife 

selling errant husband Michael Henchard. 

A HENSTRIDGE MAN AND HARDY’S 

INSPIRATION FOR THE ‘WIFE 

SELLING’ PLOT? 

Did Hardy get his inspiration for the wife 

selling plot from an incident at Stalbridge 

involving a 

Henstridge man?  

Hardy was 

remarkably 

familiar with 

Stalbridge, calling 

it Stapleford, and 

based one of his 

short stories there 

featuring Stapleford 

Park (Stalbridge 

Park.)  Squire 

Petrick’s Lady is the 

sixth dame in the 

book of short stories ‘A Group of Noble 

Dames.’ Scan the QR code with your 

mobile phone or tablet to hear a reading of 

Squire Petrick’s Lady.   

An incident in Stalbridge, before Hardy 

was born, was so astonishing as to warrant 

coverage in the newspaper and claims a 

man from Henstridge actually peddled his 

wife at market.14 The article of 1814 tells of 

a ‘Thomas Tuffen’ of Henstridge who sold 

his wife to Joseph Cains, a sawyer. 

Tuffen’s wife is not named but she was a 

gingerbread seller frequenting various 

markets and fairs including the 

one at Stalbridge.  Thomas 

Tuffen is described as an 

‘elderly’ resident of Henstridge 

and the ‘sale’ as a contract. The 

good lady in question along 

with her ‘basket’ and ‘goods’ 

was ‘actually delivered to 

Cains in a halter, who led her 

to his home.’    

It is difficult to know if any of 

this report is actually true. 

‘Tuffen’ (Tuffin) is a good old 

Dorset name, especially in the 

Shaftesbury area around this 

time, and the name ‘Cains’ also 

Henstridge History continued 

Reading of Squire 

Petrick’s Lady https://

www.youtube.com/

watch?v=X8Ztz1FJVxc  

Stalbridge Park courtesy of Dorset Life Http://

www.dorsetlife.co.uk/2013/04/robert-boyle-of-stalbridge-park/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X8Ztz1FJVxc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X8Ztz1FJVxc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X8Ztz1FJVxc
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firmly rooted in the Stalbridge area. 

Thomas Hardy and the poet William 

Barnes were friends. Barnes being born at 

Bagber would have been aged 13 when 

the apparent wife selling incident 

occurred. The name of ‘Tuffen’ also has 

associations with Bagber and Lydlinch, 

and it is possible that Hardy heard the 

story from his friend,  William Barnes. 

In 1761 the Dorset Militia lists a ‘Thomas 

Tuffin’ of Stalbridge as a single man aged 

30 who was a butcher.15 His substitute was 

James Hayward, a chandler from 

Marnhull.16 They were signed up in Swan 

public house.   A ‘Thomas Tuffin,’  

originally from Berwick St John wed Grace 

Jeans in Stalbridge on 12 May 1771.17  

Thomas junior son of Thomas and Grace 

was baptised in Stalbridge on 14 February 

1775.   A ‘Thomas Tuffin’ died aged 72 in 

1821 is buried at Stalbridge.18  

A ‘Joseph Cains’ son of James and Judith 

Cains was baptised at Henstridge on 11 

May 1765. A ‘Joseph Cains’ married Grace 

Burge on 8 May 1786 at Henstridge. The 

marriage by Banns was witnessed by 

William Cheppett (possibly Judith’s father 

or brother)  and George Hobbs, likely to be 

a church official as he is a witness to many 

marriages in the register.  Joseph Cains 

junior,  son of Joseph and Grace was 

baptised at Henstridge on 29th March 1795. 

A ‘Grace Cains,’ wife of Jos Cains (‘Jos’ an 

abbreviation of Joseph)  was buried at 

Henstridge on 25th October 1812 and a 

‘Joseph Cains,’  labourer aged 70 was 

buried at Henstridge on 23 November 

1834.19    

And so, the story ends, with no conclusive 

evidence linking any members of the 

‘Tuffin’ or ‘Cains’ families to wife selling,  

apart from a press report.  The newspaper 

article may have been inspiration for 

Thomas Hardy and his plot in ‘The Mayor 

of Casterbridge’  who knows? 

It would be misleading to suggest this 

scenario followed the wife selling incident 

but interesting speculation.  Joseph Cains 

leads away the wife of Thomas Tuffin, 

who later, maybe has a change of heart 

and perhaps makes a complaint. A ‘Joseph 

Cains’ aged 16 is arrested and imprisoned 

in Ilchester Goal for larceny – pocket 

picking. He is tried at Bridgewater 

Quarter Sessions and sentenced to seven 

years transportation to Australia. Some 

months later , a ‘Jos Cain’ is aboard the 

convict ship Shipley, one of 150 men 

destined for Van Diemen’s Land  in 

Tasmania. 

Henstridge History continued 

Taunton Courier 1933 reporting of the incident in 

1814 edition 
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 Nicholas Bingham ‘King’ of The 

Clubman and the Cerne Abbas Giant  

The Cerne Abbas giant is potentially a 

‘Clubmen’ symbol as new findings by 

archaeologists in ongoing 

investigations suggest the gaint effigy 

could have been carved out in 1680s.  A 

literal translation of the image ‘club 

man.’  No associations as yet have been 

made with ‘the Clubmen’, but surely it 

is the answer to the gaint’s identity. 

Caroline Rowland © August 2020 
Cerne Abbas Giant courtesy of https://www.dorsets.co.uk/

history/cerne_abbas_giant. 

Footnotes: 

1 Lawrence Stone ‘The Family, Sex and Marriage in England 1500-1800.’ London 1977 
2 Alexander McGregor ‘The Church of England’  2009 
3 The Leeds Intelligencer 10th December 1765 
4 Kentish Weekly Post or Canterbury Journal 17th January 1797  
5 https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/till-death-us-part-divorce-medieval-england/ 
6 There are many variations of the spelling of her name including ’Katharine,  the Span-

ish name Catalina is used here.  
7 Antonia Fraser “The Six Wives of Henry VIII.”  
8 The Act of Supremacy in 1534 started the existence of the Church of England independ-

ent of the traditional Catholic and Universal Church with the monarch, then Henry 

VIII,  as its supreme head on earth. This move said to have initiated the start of the 

Reformation in England,  but Henry Vlll and Catalina remained firmly and unswerv-

ingly Catholic throughout their lives.  
9‘Henry VIII’ is also known as ‘All is True’, and part of the writing attributed to John 

Fletcher 
10 Parliament debates ecclesiastical courts THE ECCLESIASTICAL COURTS. Hansard  

10 February 1857 vol 144 cc422-51 
11 Preface to Jude the Obscure  
12 Reviewed on release in 1889 the London Illustrated News 
13 Page 25 The Mayor of Casterbridge Folio Society 1968  
14 Reported in the Taunton Courier and Western Advertiser 6th September 1933 from 

original report in same publication dated 23rd April 1814.  
15 Dorset Militia list of 1761 Page 142 
16 Dorset Marriage Registers Vol 4 1691 -1820 
17 England Births and Baptism 1538 -1975 
18 Dorset Burials 

https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/till-death-us-part-divorce-medieval-england/


 

 Page 37 

 Jottings from the Lady Shed 

Moving here just over three years 

ago we inherited an organic wildlife 

garden which was rather overgrown 

with grasses by moving-in day. It is 

now a joy to have a garden after 

living on board a sailing boat for 

sixteen years.  Being an oldie with 

fewer years to live but maybe more 

patience than I used to have, I can now 

turn my hand to developing a garden that 

will give me pleasure. Not possessing any 

horticultural qualification, I have picked 

up this writing baton of my own free will 

and please remember that I often ask my 

neighbours for gardening advice.  

At this time of the year we are just coming 

out of the gardening fast lane and are be-

ginning to reap the rewards of the fruit 

and vegetable patch. The Covid-19 lock-

down has offered us the opportunity to get 

ahead of the season. By now you may have 

painted your shed and other wooden fea-

tures with water-based preservative which 

is better for the environment and are about 

to think about cleaning out the greenhouse 

ready for the autumn use. I noted that Hel-

en covered in some detail in this issue last 

year the taking of semi-ripe cuttings. My 

first attempt will be with pale blue ceano-

thus and white cistus. I shall take the 

cuttings in the morning when plants reach 

their peak hydration levels for the day. 

Before starting the gardening plans for 

next year lets go to a garden staycation 

resort nearby and make the most of the 

remaining warm summer and autumn 

days. Lots of blankets and cushions will 

ensure that you will not have to decamp 

from the garden as soon as it cools down. 

You can then lie on the grass and stargaze 

with a whisky or hot chocolate. Where 

shall I go on staycation? The evergreen 

feijoa tree (acca sellowiana) or pineapple 

guava part of the myrtle family has flow-

ered heavily this year and takes me back to 

New Zealand where guava is an estab-

lished favourite fruit. The vividly red fire-

works of the bottle brush shrub 

(callistemon citrinus) beloved of bees and 

butterflies leads me to Australia. On the 

tiny atoll of Katiu, part of the Tuamotus in 

French Polynesia, an elderly lady gave me 

a bag of oyster shells, fresh from having 

their contents extracted.  On Fiji the jewel-

ler in the market cleaned them to reveal 

their mother of pearl splendour. Strung on 

boat whipping twine in the bijou open 

sided summerhouse these are now waiting 

for the breeze to catch them. The Malay 

origin of the name bamboo combined with 

the rustling of stems at every glance, 

transport me to Asia.  After much thought 

I planted three different types, mainly 

from the clumping Fargesia species, hop-

ing with containment these will not invade 

my neighbours’ garden.  

Now like you I can go on my travels in my 

garden without queueing at the airport or 

being in a traffic jam.  Pass me the chilled 

elderflower cordial and keep the sun shin-

ing. 

Susan Kidd née Billitt. 
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 Autumn Fruits Upside Down Tart 

You can use almost any type of 

available seasonal  fruit for this very 

quick and easy version of a tarte 

tatin. Blackberries work really well 

in partnership with plums, or pears 

or apples. 

1 pack short crust pastry, or make 

your own from 150g plain flour and 

75 g butter. 

450g fruit – a mixture of plums, 

halved and stones removed, or 

peeled and sliced pears or apples, 

blackberries, or elderberries. 

75 g unsalted butter, softened 

150g dark brown sugar 

Preheat the oven to 200˚C and place a 

baking sheet in it to heat up.  

Spread the base of a shallow oven-proof 

dish thickly with the butter, then sprinkle 

with most of the sugar. 

Arrange the fruit over the butter and 

sugar, in a pattern which will look good 

when the cooked tart is turned out on to a 

serving dish. A pattern of plums or pears, 

with the blackberries filling in the gaps, 

looks good. 

Sprinkle the remaining sugar on top of the 

fruit. Roll out the pastry into a circle large 

enough to fit over the dish, with a small 

overlap, and place it over the fruit, tucking 

the edges down between the dish and 

fruit.  

Place the tart in the oven on the baking 

sheet, lower the heat to 170˚C if using a fan 

oven, or 190˚C, and bake for about 20 to 25 

minutes until the pastry is cooked and a 

pale golden brown.  

Take out of the oven and place a large 

plate over the tart. Quickly turn the whole 

thing over so that the tart arrives upside 

down on the serving dish. If a few bits of 

fruit stick to the baking dish, make a few 

repairs. It doesn’t have to look perfect, just 

tempting.  

Serve warm, with whipped cream or greek 

yoghurt. 

Simone Sekers © 2020 
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As a further aid to problem solving, we are including the answers to these puzzles on the 

Wot’s On web site. 
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 Useful Information 
Opening Times 
Post Office 9:00am—5:30pm Mon-Fri, 9:00am—12:30pm Sat 

Shop 8:00am—6:00 pm Mon-Sat, 8:00am-1:00pm Sun 

PO letter box collections 5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10:15am Sat 

Numbers to Note 
Chemist, Stalbridge Pharmacy 01963 362246 

District Councillor, Hayward Burt 07543 854391 

District Councillor, William Wallace 01963 370423 

Doctors, Milborne Port Surgery 01963 250334 

Electricity distribution (power cuts, emergencies) 105 (power cuts), 0800 072 7282 (emergencies) 

Hospital, Sherborne Yeatman 01935 813991 

Hospital, Yeovil District 01935 475122 

Local MP, David Warburton 01373 580500  

Parish Council (Emma Curtis) 07745 270285 or 01963 250015 

Police, non emergency and PCSO John Winfield 101 

South Somerset District Council 01935 462462 

South Somerset County Council—Single number 0300 123 2224 

St Nicholas C of E School, Secretary 01963 362308 

Village Hall bookings , Carolyn Nichols    bookingshenstridgevillagehall@gmail.com  
Wessex Water (water leaks, supply failure) 0345 6004600 

Clubs and Societies 

Art Group Liz Holbrook 01963 393193 Mondays 10am –noon, Village Hall 

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards 01963 362282 Tuesdays 7:30pm, Church Tower 

Blackmore Vale Lions Peter Oswick 01963 363281 

Blackmore Vale U3A Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Book Club Gail Cullum 01963 362878 3rd Wed monthly, 7:45 pm , Bird 

Brownies & Rainbows Jane Jeanes 01963 370769 Brownies Mon 6pm, St Nich Sch. 

CAMEO Ros Browning 01963 363016 1st Tues monthly, 7:45, Vill Hall 

Early Music Group Frances Eustace 01963 364340 Wednesday 10:30 am Village Hall 

Explorers Pre School Anna Swinburn 01963 363228 Mon-Fri 8:45am-3:13pm (termtime) 

Family History Group Linda Farnsworth 01963 365802 Alternate months, 

History Group Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Line Dancing Ros Browning 01963 363016 Thursdays 7:45-8:45pm, Village Hall 

Loose Ends Gail Cullum 01963 362878 Fridays 10:30am-noon, Village Hall 

Sports Club Committee Steve Penny 01963 362157 

Women’s Institute Sue Latimer 01963 365765 3rd Tues monthly,  7pm Village Hall 
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