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 Welcome to our first edition of 2020. 

Although perhaps not technically the 

first year of the new decade, it has 

that feel about it.  In fact for those of 

us born in the depths of the previous 

century, it actually has a space age 

feel to it. We all thought we’d be travelling 

in flying cars by now! 

However this issue looks more to the past. 

We have some really interesting features 

which illustrate how lifestyles have 

changed dramatically with the passage of 

time. 

We start far back in 1348, early in The 

Hundred Years’ War between England 

and France. Caroline Rowland weaves a 

fascinating tale involving the declining 

wool trade and the emerging Black Death. 

Henstridge did not escape the ravages of 

either event. 

Fast forward to the 1900s and we discover 

that when Caroline’s mother Daphne 

came to live here in 1937, Henstridge 

featured a Post Office, drapers, baker, 

barber, grocers, greengrocers, cobbler, 

newsagent, butcher, chemist, hotel, two 

pubs and two petrol stations!  Daphne’s 

article gives us a fascinating insight into a 

very different way of life. 

Moving on to the 1970s we hear of Hubert 

Coffin, who produced vegetables that he 

sold from a shed in the corner of his field.  

Through the painstaking efforts of Bill 

Tolley and many others this field evolved 

into Oak Vale Wood, now maintained for 

the enjoyment of all of us in the parish. 

Arriving at the 2000s we hear how another 

local entrepreneur, Lee Goddard, set up a 

business that built on his extensive 

window fitting experience.  Lee explains 

how the projects he now undertakes are 

by no means limited to glazing; have a 

read and see if he can be of help. 

So that’s over 600 years we’ve covered in 

this edition of the magazine. No one 

knows what will happen next, but keep 

reading Wot’s On and at least you’ll know 

what’s happening in our corner of the 

world! 

Wishing all our readers an agreeable 2020. 
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 Mrs Daphne Rowland 

I first came to live in Henstridge 

with my parents in 1937 when my 

father started a new job as an 

insurance agent.  We  were staying 

at ‘Framptons’ until Cotton Corner 

House became empty and we could 

move in. My brother, Arthur being 

born later.  I soon found out that village 

children were fascinated by the Mill Pond 

but forbidden to go near, even though it 

was open and ran down the side of the 

road.  During winter when it was iced up, 

temptation got the better of us and we 

would run across it! 

My school life here was good. Mr Carter 

and then Mr Maslen being the headmaster 

and the teachers were Miss Tite, Mrs 

Mogg, Miss Davis and Miss Coffin.  The 

Music Teacher was Mrs Maslen. There was 

always a Morning Assembly. My school 

friends were Mary Wood, Gill Nurse, Beryl 

Biddiscombe, Nellie Mitchell, Bunty 

Netley and Stella Cook. Happy days. 

Friday was sports day and my favourite 

was Dodge Ball. The sports field was in 

Yenston Road which was also the local 

football field for the village.  My last year 

at school, which I did not want to leave, I 

was Vice Captain, the Captain 

being Frank Cawley. We won 

the games and the Cup, that 

was one of my proudest 

moments after beating my rival 

in the games that I took part in. 

Sadly, I have outlived my 

school friends except one, Jill, 

who now lives in Yorkshire;  we 

are still in frequent contact. 

Henstridge was a busy little 

village with a Post Office run by 

Mr and Mrs Rogers, Minterns 

the drapers shop, Cockerells and Dewfalls 

the bakers, Bert Biss the barber, Haskell’s 

grocers shop and a bakers, Mr Haggett the 

cobbler, Ashford’s newsagents, Mr Drew’s 

butchers, Nettley’s greengrocers, Phil 

Andrews the chemist and the Virginia Ash 

Hotel, The Bird in Hand and The Fountain 

Inn. The Lovelace family owned the two 

village petrol stations. The milk factory in 

Vale Street sent butter and cheese via the 

Somerset and Dorset Railway where Mr 

Jackson was the Stationmaster and Mr 

Ford the coal merchant. Mr Simmonds was 

the blacksmith, and the cattle dealer with 
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three lorries was Roberts & Coombes, Mr 

Bastable was the builder, Reg Caines the 

spar maker and many farmers including 

Farmers Louch and Raymond. Mr Sharp 

the milkman ladled out milk from a big 

churn on his hand cart.  Dr Moyle held a 

surgery in the village, in a house opposite 

the old Post Office. The best time of all was 

Christmas when Dewfalls window display 

with a nodding Father Christmas and a 

chef was a source of great enchantment to 

us village children.  One year I spent 

hours gazing longingly at Snow 

White and the Seven Dwarfs in the 

window and what a ‘good girl’ I must 

have been, for Santa delivered them to 

me for Christmas!  

I was almost seven years old when 

word war two began. I can well 

remember my father waiting at the 

bus stop on Cotton Corner opposite 

our house  to go to Taunton to 

Jellalabad Barracks to join the army, 

leaving behind my mother, myself 

and my brother Arthur, a few months 

old. We were given gas masks, my 

brothers a hideous thing, large and 

cumbersome which he had to be put inside 

of. I hated mine and felt suffocated when 

we had to practice putting them on and 

making sure that there were no gaps 

anywhere.   

The Temperance Hall and Reading Room 

were used as school rooms as there were 

so many evacuees from Southampton. 

Whilst my father was away in the army, 

we had evacuees living with us, Helen and 

Sylvia came from Southampton.  We then 

had Naval workers and their wives to stay 

so half of the house was allocated to them,  

firstly Gwen and Sam and then Nan and 

Frank.  At school we knitted items for the 

troops. I knitted a long scarf in khaki wool 

and there were mittens and balaclavas. 

Some older boys from the village went into 

the forces and some were prisoners of war.  

I can remember seeing the buses with gas 

bags on the top. Part of Henstridge House 

was used for evacuees and Miss 

Whatmore looked after them. My friend 

Bunty and I were invited to tea with them 

sometimes. We were happy with them. 

My father was billeted all over England at 

times. He helped to defend Liverpool on 

top of the warehouse where he was blown 

off receiving head injuries; he never talked 

about it much. Towards school holiday 

times we would go and stay  in digs to be 

with him for a while. At Cleethorpes we 

were in several raids, bombs dropped very 

close to where we stayed with people who 

ran a milk round. They told us never to 

pick up anything in the streets, especially 

pencil bombs. I went to school at 

Cleethorpes for a while, but I did not like 

it, so different from my home school. 

Personalities continued 

Miss Ida Dewfall with her smaller sister Marion outside of 

Dewfalls from “Henstridge and the First World War”  lent 

by the late Percy Young 
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 Back in Henstridge it was full of American 

soldiers staying at Woodhayes House and 

the officers were in Cross House and at 

Inwood. Another friend Sheila and I used 

to fetch their washing for her mother to do. 

One day I woke up it was quiet 

everywhere, no soldiers and no vehicles, 

my mother said they had all moved out. It 

was a long time before she realised why. 

They had gone to the coast to prepare for 

the D Day landings.  

Spitfires and hurricanes flew at tree top 

level and used to frighten the life out of 

me, playing out in the back garden of our 

house. I did not go out there again for a 

few days. Air raids were frequent, it put 

the fear into us when we heard a German 

plane over head. One came down behind 

the Church, another one at Inwood. My 

father dug a shelter in the garden, and this 

was another thing I hated about the war. It 

was cold and usually wet inside and quite 

frankly not much use at all.  So instead, 

when the sirens woke us in the night and 

whenever there was an air raid, my 

brother and I were told to get into the 

cupboard under the attic stairs until the all 

clear sounded. When we went to 

Scaftworth in Yorkshire the war was 

nearly over. We were there for V. E. Day 

and my brother Arthur and I were invited 

to a party at a big house with other 

children. 

Leaving school at 14 I joined Dorset Glove 

Company in Stalbridge as a machinist for 

nine years again making many friends,  

staying there until I got married to a local 

boy for 59 years, then became a home 

worker. When the children were older I 

became a Tupperware Party Planner and 

Demonstrator for ten years and delivered 

bread for the local baker John Cockerell to 

customers in Sherborne Road, 

Templecombe and Kington Magna, all of 

which I enjoyed. I joined the Mothers Club 

(now known as CAMEO) and became 

chairman after a few years. I also 

volunteered for the Red Cross under Mrs 

Spiller and helped at the Friday meetings 

at the Red Cross Hut serving meals to 

elderly people, as well as Christmas 

lunches in the newly built  Village Hall, 

now on Friday mornings. A weekly clinic 

for mothers,  babies and toddlers was held 

in the Red Cross Hut with Nurse Higham 

and Nurse Bradford.  I also helped with 

the Youth Club (not 

cooking) with Ray 

Pitman. The Women’s 

Fellowship group ran 

from 2007 until 2012 and 

my last voluntary role 

was secretary for the 

Mothers Union which ran 

from 1917 to 2007 - the 

Union that is,  not my 

secretarial position! 

 

 

 
“Framptons” from “Henstridge and First world War” lent by Des Kingsbury 
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Welcome back to more news from St 

Nicholas – our theme this term is 

‘Trying new things’ so we hope you 

enjoy seeing what our pupils have 

embarked upon recently through this 

term’s photos. Our Christian Values for 

Spring A Term are responsibility and re-

spect – these filter through everything we 

do at school. A sincere thank you to Rev 

and Mrs Rogers for learning our Collective 

Worship each week – the children very 

much enjoy, and look forward to, the inter-

active assemblies on Thursdays.  

Hot on the agenda nationally, is keeping 

children healthy – both in body and in 

mind. My staff and I very much pride our-

selves on ensuring that each day at St 

Nicholas is a happy, secure day for all chil-

dren. Here are some of the projects and 

tasks we have been involved in this term: 

Whole school ‘Team House’ afternoon 

activities – this is when our youngest to 

oldest pupils join in four teams to enjoy 

focused sessions with class teachers. The 

children loved being artists and scientists 

in their 

groups.  

During quiet 

story times, 

Butterfly 

Class enjoys 

Honey and 

Tallulah 

joining them. 

The children 

love this 

quiet time 

when they can 

reflect and im-

agine other 

worlds. At St 

Nicholas, read-

ing and story 

time is the key 

skill running 

through all of 

our work. En-

couraging chil-

dren to enjoy 

books is a life 

skill which we work 

hard to promote each 

day.  

Visitors in to school – 

we had a super time 

with Pete the Poet. 

The children loved 

using their imagina-

tion, discussing what 

words work best and 

where, and also im-

provising during 

the drama and 

music. The cos-

tumes and props 

very much sup-

ported ‘ideas 

storming’ in all 

year groups. It 

was super to see 

just how well 

engaged all the 
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 children 

were during 

their poetry 

sessions.  

RE plays a 

vital role in 

the life of 

our school 

and the 

children 

love learn-

ing about 

the world 

and respect-

ing differ-

ent faiths. 

Our Key 

Stage 1 

pupils are 

currently 

learning 

about Ju-

daism and 

how it 

compares 

to Christi-

anity.  

Our whole 

school 

curriculum now has its foundation and 

building blocks on Geography. This has 

proven to bring all subjects alive – the chil-

dren are loving their learning tasks on 

China, India and Japan. Here are our chil-

dren from Reception Class, performing 

their ‘Dragon Tour’ of the school. Every-

one loved their spectacle which allowed all 

classes to celebrate Chinese New Year.  

Well done to Ella F in Year 3 for sharing 

her poem with the whole school: 

We are the Window Cleaners!– sang out the 

Rabbit  

(Written in the style of Roald Dahl.) 

We will clean your glass, 

Shining brighter than brass; 

Twinkling like a star 

One hundred miles we go 

To make your windows glow 

The deer and the elephant and me! 

Your magical windows will shine, 

They will look just fine. 

We never stop for lunch! 

You will see the light, 

It will shine so bright. 

The deer and the elephant and me!  

Composed by Ella 

Thank you to all of our staff, governors 

and volunteers for making learning at St 

Nicholas fun and meaningful. We look 

forward to sharing more of our achieve-

ments and celebrations with you next 

term.  

Mrs Alison Shearer Headteacher 
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And a selection of the many photos that 

record our life at school.  Can you spot 

someone you know? 
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 Rainbows and Brownies  

Our girls continue to have fun and 

learn new skills each week in a safe 

place with a programme suitable for 

their age. This is only possible due 

to the commitment of the trusted 

adults who are there each week. 

These adults have programme, first 

aid and safeguarding training which 

is updated regularly. They also have 

an abundance of patience, kindness 

and creativity. We have spaces for girls 

especially Rainbows (5-7). If you would 

like to know more please get in touch with 

Jane Jeanes. 

We have just had a very creative time in 

response to a crisis 

on the other side of 

the world. 

Brownies were 

saddened by the 

stories of animals 

injured by the fires 

in Australia. 

Tawny Owl did 

some research and 

found there was a 

need for mats to fit 

crates for small mammals. Fabric was 

purchased and with the help of two lovely 

ladies from Buckhorn Weston and Brown 

Owl, the girls learned to use a sewing 

machine and made 6 mats. Wincanton 

District Rangers, with help from Brown 

Owl, made 10 mats. These have been sent 

out to Australia via Southill Vets in 

Wincanton. 

We have also been very lucky to receive 

£200 from Dikes community fund so look 

out for our picture.  

Contact: Jane Jeanes 

(aka Woodpecker or Brown Owl) 

Tel: 01963 370769 or  07712 824747  

email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com  

News From Explorers Pre-School 

We have had a very busy start to the new 

term with lots of new children joining 

Explorers. We would like to welcome them 

all and their families. 

The children have been investigating what 

happens when water freezes by leaving 

trays of water outside overnight during 

the frosty weather. They had great fun 

smashing the ice to release the shells that 

had frozen into the ice. Some 

children decided to have an ice 

hunt around the garden 

finding small pieces of ice to 

collect in their buckets. The 

children were also involved in 

painting using coloured ice 

cubes and watching the ice 

melt in the water tray by 

adding warm water. 

We are now celebrating 

Chinese New Year by making 

dragons from cardboard boxes, 

glittery hand prints and paper 

plates. The role play area has 
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been changed into a Chinese Restaurant 

and during snack time the children tasted 

noodles using chopsticks to eat them with. 

We are now going on to develop a Dragon 

dance using the dragons made from card 

board boxes and using the bells and 

shakers to make music to accompany the 

dance. 

Explorers is open from 8.45am-3.15pm 

Monday to Friday during term time. 

Sessions: 8.45am-12pm, 8.45am-3.15pm, 

12pm-3.15pm. 

For more information please visit the 

website or phone Mrs Anna Swinburn. 

website: www.explorers-preschool.org.uk 

Email: explorers.preschool@hotmail.co.uk 

Mobile: 07792 240804  

Mrs Anna Swinburn - Supervisor  

 

 

 

 

The Young Ones continued 
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Vicar: The Revd. Kevin Rogers  

The Vicarage, Church Street,  

Henstridge BA8 0QE   

Tel:  01963 363832   

Email:  revkrogers@gmail.com   

Churchwardens: 

Jenny Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: jennybates@waitrose.com 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Officers of the PCC: 

Vice Chair 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Treasurer 

Jane Raymond 

Details to follow 

 

St Nicholas Church HenstridgeSt Nicholas Church Henstridge  
Church Street 

Henstridge BA8 0QE 

 

From the Rector  

Humans always have something or 

someone that they value.  What or 

who this object of value is receives 

our attention and resources.  

Whether consciously or 

subconsciously, we make sure that 

this something or this someone, is 

nurtured and receives priority 

attention.   

I was once challenged by a friend to 

carefully keep a mental note of where I 

spent my money, where I spent my time, 

what I read, what I watched, what internet 

sites I visited and what apps were on my 

phone.  This, he said, would help me see 

where my priorities lay.  In some cases, I 
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was not surprised, but in others, I really 

was.  Areas I thought were a priority 

received little time or resources, and areas 

that I thought were less important 

received far more of my time and 

resources that they deserved.   

Jesus spoke quite clearly about this 

predicament.  He was only too aware of 

how easily we can be distracted into the 

unimportant.  His answer was to put first 

things first, to keep the main thing the 

main thing.  Like putting pebbles, 

representing the most important, into a jar, 

representing our life, and then adding the 

sand, representing the less important.  Put 

the sand in first, and there is little room for 

the pebbles! 

Jesus suggests that prioritising our 

relationship with him, is like putting the 

pebbles in first.  Putting time and effort 

into getting to know him is like training 

before a race, like preparing before doing, 

like putting ink into the printer before 

printing, like putting the seat belt on 

before pulling away.  So obvious, yet so 

easily overlooked is the importance of 

spending time with Jesus, getting to know 

him. 

May you find the rest and contentment 

and joy we long for in our growing 

relationship with Jesus. 

Yours in Christ, 

Kevin 

 

Church Flowers  

Anyone who came into our church during 

the Christmas period will have seen the 

lovely decorations around the building. 

Thank you to all those who provided 

flowers, greenery and time to create the 

displays.  There will be no flowers from 

26th February (Ash Wednesday) until we 

decorate for Easter on 11th April. If you 

would like to arrange flowers during the 

year please add your name to the list in 

the church. If you would like to have 

flowers in the church for a loved one but 

do not feel able to arrange them yourself 

please speak to Jane Jeanes. 

Church Cleaning  

Visitors often compliment us on the 

cleanliness of our church and our shining 

brass. This does not happen by accident 

but through the actions of a very small 

band of volunteers who dust, sweep and 

polish each week. If you feel you could 

join our rota please talk to Jane. 

Jane Jeanes, 01963 370769, 07712 824747 

 or lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com  

 

 

Lent Lunches 

We shall again be holding our lent lunches 

in the weeks of Lent. The dates, time and 

venues will be available soon. These 

lunches of soup, bread cheese and fruit 

provide an opportunity for fellowship 

around a meal and also a way of raising 

money for the church and other charities. 

Please see the church noticeboard for more 

details. 

Derek Etherington Dip(I.T.) BSc (Hons) 

Broadband, wireless / wired networks. PC, Mac, 
iPad, Smartphone, Tablet etc. Computer repairs 

and upgrades. Tuition available. Free local callout. 

Websites designed & maintained. CISCO trained 
Reasonable rates. Monday – Friday 9am-6pm 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07855 287150 
Email: info@dcenet.co.uk 

Web: www.dcenet.co.uk 

Church Matters continued 
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 Church Services: February - May 2020 

See the churchyard noticeboard or achurchnearyou.com for latest details and updates 

St Nicholas, Henstridge 

2 February (Candlemas) 

11.00 a.m.   Morning Worship 

6:30 p.m.  Evening Prayer 

9 February 

9:30 am Holy Communion 

16 February 

11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion  

6.30 p.m.  Choral Evensong 

23 February 

11.00 a.m.   Holy Communion  

Wed 26 February (Ash Wednesday) 

7.30 p.m.  Holy Communion at 

  St Mary’s Templecombe 

1 March   

11:00 a.m.   Morning Worship 

6:30 p.m.  Evening Prayer 

8 March 

9:30 am Holy Communion 

15 March 

11.00 a.m.  Morning Prayer  

6:30 p.m. Evensong 

22 March (Mothering Sunday) 

11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion  

29 March 

10:30 a.m.  United Service of Holy  

Communion at  

Templecombe URC 

5 April (Palm Sunday) 

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship 

6:30 p.m. Evening Prayer 

Thurs 9 April (Maundy Thursday) 

7.30 p.m.  Holy Communion 

Fri 10 April (Good Friday) 

2.00 p.m. Last Hour at the Cross, 

  St John’s, Horsington  

7.30 p.m. Evening Worship 

12 April (Easter Sunday) 

9:30 a.m.  Holy Communion 

19 April 

11:00 a.m.   Holy Communion 

6:30 p.m.  Choral Evensong 

26 April 

11:00 a.m.  Holy Communion 

3 May 

11:00 a.m.   Morning Worship 

6:30 p.m.  Evening Prayer 

10 May 

9:30 am Holy Communion 

17 May 

11.00 a.m.  Morning Prayer  

6:30 p.m. Choral Evensong 

Thurs 21 May (Ascension Day) 

7.00 p.m.  Deanery Service 

Holy Communion  

(see website for details) 

24 May 

11.00 a.m.   Holy Communion  

31 May 

10:30 a.m.  United Service of Holy  

Communion at  

Milborne Port 
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Henstridge Parish Council Open Spaces 

Committee 

Those of you who walk around the village 

will have seen the work at Oak Vale Wood 

has been completed, and planning can 

now proceed for the understory planting 

and rectifying the boggy area at the far 

end of the path. The new tree has been 

planted next to the new bench at the top of 

the recreation ground and the memorial 

tree planted in Station Gardens. 

Open Spaces was closely involved with the 

arrangements for the unveiling of the new 

White Hart Link Path Notice Board, that 

was erected in Station Gardens on the 31st 

January. The unveiling took place on the 

1st February and Parish Council hosted a 

get together of the attendees for 

refreshments in the Village Hall after the 

ceremony. 

Due to adverse weather conditions the 

completion of the BMX Pump Track was 

delayed, as soon as the weather warms up 

we will be seeding the bare areas. 

Immediately the track was opened up for 

use it proved to be very popular with 25 

people counted on one day during the 

weekend. In the spring the goal posts and 

nets at the top of the field are to receive 

some needed TLC. 

We are pleased to say that money has been 

granted by the Lottery Fund 25 for the 

Henstridge Parish  

Council 
Emma Curtis – Parish Clerk & RFO 

Henstridge Parish Council 

14 Everlanes Close 

Milborne Port 

Sherborne 

Dorset 

DT9 5FT 

Mob: 07745 270285 

Tel: 01963 250015 

Email: clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Web: www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Meet the Parish Council: 

Ken Courtenay - Chair 

David Nichols - Deputy Chair 

Howard Bentley-Marchant Barry Howlett 

Peter Crocker  Carolyn Nichols 

Simon Cullum  Andrew McMillan 

Adrian Gaymer  Jean Oswick 

Elspeth Graham  Jane Rose 

John Graham  

Administration for the council is dealt with by the Clerk and Proper officer, Emma Curtis.  

In the first instance, all enquiries should be made to the Clerk. 

District Councillors are: Hayward Burt and William Wallace (who is also County Councillor) 
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purchase of materials to build and fill 

raised beds in different areas of the village. 

In the Summer Issue we will be able to let 

you know where they are and the stories 

behind each of the projects. 

In this issue we would like to ask of our 

outlying parishioners in Yenston, Bowden 

and The Marsh are there any areas in your 

hamlets that you would like to see given 

our attention, we are very mindful of the 

fact that we represent you too. 

And to the new members of our 

community who have moved here 

recently, welcome, and to let you know we 

have a few vacant allotments. If you are 

interested please contact the clerk who 

would be very happy to discuss with you 

what is on offer and meet you at the site to 

show you around. 

Carolyn Nichols Chair, Open Spaces 

Parish Enhancement Group (PEG) 

By the time you read this, spring bulbs 

should be pushing through, poised to give 

us a cheerful display.  Some of you may 

know that we have to thank our Parish 

Enhancement group for this.  Our small 

group were given a large sack of bulbs by 

the council, and these were distributed 

amongst our parishioners and planted for 

all to see and enjoy. 

No doubt you all noticed the wonderful 

display of Christmas trees along the main 

road and in Yenston.  The brackets holding 

them were supplied by the group and put 

up by some brave volunteers.  The trees 

were donated by us and thanks go to 

Grass Roots for giving us such a good deal. 

The lights, again bought by the group, are 

on loan, and were returned at the end of 

the festive season. 

The group are now looking for more 

projects to enhance our parish.  As you go 

out and about, keep an  eye out  for ‘jobs’.  

Is something looking a bit scruffy and in 

need of a coat of paint or a good clean?  

Please get in contact and we will see what 

we can do. 

More people to join the group would be 

very welcome. 

Sue Latimer 

susanlatimer155@gmail.com 

01963 365765 

Parish Council continued 

mailto:susanlatimer155@gmail.com
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 Volunteer Drivers - Go the extra mile and 

help others  

If you’re above the age of 18, have a clean 

full driver licence and own a four-door car, 

why not volunteer for Somerset County 

Council to help others get to vital medical 

appointments?  

By committing as little as one day per 

week, you could greatly help a person who 

otherwise wouldn’t be able to make 

appointments. Alternatively commit to 

more if that is what you choose! 

Volunteer drivers provide a crucial 

transport service for non-emergency NHS 

patients and social care users enabling 

them to get to various locations across the 

county and further afield. You could also 

help transport children to college or to 

school, providing a crucial service to a 

young person’s academic career. 

Each journey connects people with services 

they would otherwise miss out on. As a 

volunteer driver, you would be providing 

a vital lifeline to people in your 

community. 

This is a rewarding opportunity to provide 

a valuable, practical support for people 

within your community and your mileage 

expenses will be reimbursed at up to 50p 

per mile. You will also be supported by a 

Transporting Officer from Somerset 

County Council’s Transporting Somerset 

team.  

Not only will you be helping the 

community, it’s an excellent way of 

meeting new people. 

To find out more visit https://

volunteering.somerset.gov.uk/

opportunities/volunteer-driver/ or call 

0300 123 2224. 

 

 

https://volunteering.somerset.gov.uk/opportunities/volunteer-driver/
https://volunteering.somerset.gov.uk/opportunities/volunteer-driver/
https://volunteering.somerset.gov.uk/opportunities/volunteer-driver/
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 Keep in Touch! 

Refer to the Henstridge Online web-

site for more details and up to date 

information—

www.henstridgeonline.co.uk 

or look for Henstridge Village Hall 

on Facebook 

Or check out the “events” in 

Nextdoor Henstridge. 

Regular Weekly Activities in the 

Village Hall 

Monday morning - Art group (10am) 

Monday afternoon -  Bridge / Card Games 

(alternate weeks) (2:00 pm) 

Monday evening - Jazzercise (6.30pm) 

Tuesday morning - Jazzercise (9.30am) 

Tuesday evening - Yoga (7:00 pm) 

Wednesday morning - Jazzercise (9.30am) 

Wednesday morning - Early Music (10:30 

am) - see note below 

Wednesday afternoon - Baby and Toddler 

Group (1pm) 

Wednesday evening - Youth Club 

(6.30pm) 

Thursday evening - Line Dancing (7.45pm) 

Friday Morning - Loose ends (10.30am) 

Monthly group meetings 

Cameo – 1st Tuesday each month – Village 

Hall 7:45 pm 

Book Club – 3rd Wednesday each month – 

The Bird 7:45 pm 

Women’s Institute – 3rd Tuesday each 

month – Village Hall 7:00 pm 

Parish Council - 1st Monday each month - 

Village Hall Committee Room 7:30 pm 

Weekly or Monthly Events elsewhere 

Sundays - Henstridge Airfield Car Boot 

Sale 

Saturdays -  Park Run - Henstridge Air-

field (9 am) 

Monthly on Sundays - Friends of the Yeat-

man Car boot sale 
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Blackmore Vale U3A 

Tuesday 3 March 2020 

Chris Tripp from Dorset Diggers 

Community Archaeology Group 

talks about their work in and 

around Dorset. 

Henstridge Village Hall 2.30pm 

Members £1.50 Visitors £2.50  

Refreshments included 

Everyone welcome 

 

Tuesday 5 May 2020 

Frances Eustace, a Medievalist talks 

about RUDE CAROLS 

Henstridge Village Hall 2.15 refreshments 

3pm speaker 

Members £1.50 Visitors £2.50  

Refreshments included 

Everyone welcome 

 

Lent Lunches - check the Church notice-

board for dates. 

 

Sunday 15 March 

Downton Abbey treat at the Village Hall, 

Tea first, followed by screening of the film  

See Ad next page for details 

 

Saturday 18 July 

Henstridge Summer Fair - put the date in 

your diary now! 

 

Sunday 23 June 

Blackmore Vale Lions Golf Fun Day  
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 News from the Village Hall  

December went by as quickly as ever 

and we were all soon back to 

business as usual, looking forward to 

another exciting year. 

January saw us holding a Super 

Jumble Sale, that was a great success 

with a huge number of people 

coming to get their 50p bargains. 

Film Night was a showing of Rocket Man 

that was well attended. 

As we were unable to install the new 

heating for the lounge in December as 

planned, the job has been carried over to 

February which is a quiet month with just 

the Car Boot sale on the 23rd.  March sees 

things getting busier with Film Night on 

the 15th being expanded to incorporate a 

High Tea to get one in the right mood for 

the showing of Downton Abbey. The Car 

Boot Sale will take place on the 29th. 

In April we will be holding a Quiz and 

Curry Night on the 18th and our Car Boot 

Sale with be on the 26th. Our AGM will be 

held at 7pm on the 28th April at the 

Village Hall do please come along for a 

glass of wine and nibbles and let us know 

what you like ‘or don’t like’ about your 

village hall. 

We have a long list of fund raising events 

earmarked for this year. We will be 

publicising them all on social media and 

on local radio, so do come along and enjoy 

what we have to offer and at the same time 

help us to look after your hall. 

Unfortunately our Pop Up Cafe has been 

put on hold but we have lots of work to 

keep us busy. We are drawing up plans for 

the main kitchen refurbishment, once they 

are finalised we will be seeking funding, 

the major part of the work will be carried 

out by members of the committee to keep 

costs down. 

If you are a new-comer to the village and 

you want to meet folk then attending one 

of the groups who use the hall or coming 

to one of our fundraising events is a good 

way to break the ice.  

If anyone reading this has a little (or more) 

time to spare and would like to help us at 

the hall, as a Friend of the hall, or would 

like to join the Committee then let us know 

or come along to the AGM and have a chat 

after the meeting. 

Carolyn Nichols  
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Stalbridge Library 

Station Road, Stalbridge, 

Dorset  

DT10 2RG 

01963 362142 

Stalbridgelibrary@gmail.com 

Opening Hours 

Monday: 2.00pm – 5.00pm 

Tuesday: 10.00am – 12.30pm and 

2.00pm – 5.00pm 

Wednesday: 12.00 midday – 5..00pm 

Thursday: 3.00pm – 6.00pm 

Friday: 2.00pm – 5.00pm 

Saturday:  09.30am – 12.30pm  

Sundays and Bank Holidays.  Closed 

Since 2013 Stalbridge Community Library 

has been managed and staffed entirely by 

a very happy and friendly band of 

volunteers who ensure that the people 

who live in Stalbridge, Henstridge and the 

surrounding towns and villages have 

access to over three million books available 

through Stalbridge Library or online at 

Libraries West. 

There is an Honesty Library where you 

can borrow from a huge range of donated 

books with no time limit on returning 

them and we have access to a huge range 

of DVD’s and CD’s available to borrow. 

We also have two public access Computer 

stations and we can print from these in 

colour or black and white. (a small charge 

applies). 

Joining is Free and it is easy, fill in a form 

which is available at the desk within the 

Library. Under 16’s can join too though a 

parent or guardian must sign the form. 

Borrowing a book is free and your 

membership is valid at ALL Dorset 

Libraries. 

Why not pop in and have a look around, 

meet our volunteers and have a chat, they 

will be very pleased to see you. 

 

News and events continued 

WHY NOT VOLUNTEER TO JOIN THE 

TEAM RUNNING THE LIBRARY?  

You don't need previous experience in run-

ning a library because you'll be shown what to 

do. It's interesting work, it's a chance to learn 

something new, meet lots of new people 

and.. IT'S FUN!  

CONTACT CHRISTINE PETERS:
CHRISTINEANNPETERS7@ICLOUD.COM 

mailto:Stalbridgelibrary@gmail.com
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Wassail at Quiet Corner Farm

Did you join in? A group of intrepid villag-

ers joined in on the 24th of January in

keeping with recent tradition,  Picture

Courtesy of Oonagh Langrishe. See any-

one you know?

Beware of Renewable Energy Scams 

Many of us aim to be more eco-friendly. 

One way to do this is to use renewable 

energy, for instance by installing solar 

panels or switching to a green energy sup-

plier. However, alongside many legitimate 

schemes and home products, there are 

fraudsters using the cover of renewable 

energy to steal your money or personal or 

financial information.    

If you are thinking about switching to re-

newable energy, follow this checklist: 

Research the market. Don’t be tempted by 

a seemingly unbeatable deal from a door-

step trader, mailshot or cold phone call.   

Never be rushed or intimidated into mak-

ing a decision. The choice of suppliers is 

growing so take time to shop around for 

the right deal. 

If you receive a cold phone call tempting 

you to invest in renewable energy, don’t 

give any personal or financial information. 

Put the phone down.  

If you want to switch energy supplier, use 

the Citizens Advice comparison tool at 

energycompare.citizensadvice.org.uk or 

call 03454 040506 to find the best genuine 

deal. 

Before signing anything, read the terms 

and conditions and make sure you know 

what you are signing up to. Ask a trusted 

friend for help if you need it. 

Ask friends and family for advice and rec-

ommendations on renewable energy.  

Use a scheme or association to find reliable 

businesses. For example: 

Find local, trustworthy businesses through 

the Buy With Confidence scheme. All busi-

nesses in the scheme are vetted, approved 

and monitored by Trading Standards. Visit 

buywithconfidence.gov.uk or call 01392 

383430. 

Or use a business that’s a member of an 

appropriate trade association for example 

the Renewable Energy Consumer Code 

(RECC) or the Renewable Energy Associa-

tion (REA). These specialise in renewables 

and members must stick to their codes of 

practice. If a trader says they are a member 

of an association, check this is true. 

If you are worried you have bought into a 

scam of any kind:  

Get advice from Citizens Advice on 03454 

040506 

Report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040  

Did you know? Switching to green energy 

doesn’t mean all the electricity coming into 

your home will be green. You’ll still re-

News and events continued 



 

 Page 20 

 
ceive the same energy (including renewa-

ble) as everyone else. However, it does 

help increase the amount of green energy 

in the National Grid. 

This article has been written by Devon, 

Somerset and Torbay Trading Standards 

Service. 

www.devonsomersettradingstandards.gov

.uk/  

Mike Lazenbury 

You may have noticed that a new tree 

has appeared in Henstridge. On a wild 

and wet day at the end of last year, a 

lovely rowan tree was planted on the 

site of the old station platform as a 

living memorial to my late father, Mi-

chael Lazenbury. 

Mike, or Mick as he was known to the 

family, was born in his granny’s cottage – 

now known as Yeatman Cottage, Black-

moor Lane, on 10 July 1939. His parents 

were William John Lazenbury and Kath-

leen Blanche Lazenbury (nee Yeatman).  

Mick’s parents married at St Nicholas 

Church and first lived in Townsend 

Cottage which was later demolished to 

make way for new housing. Whilst at 

Townsend, Mick remembered that a WW2 

tank was passing through Henstridge, hit 

their outside toilet and knocked it clean 

down! 

Later the family moved next door to his 

granny (Winifred Lilian Yeatman). They 

lived in the cottage attached to the left of 

Yeatman Cottage and went on to have 3 

more boys – Barry, Nigel and Philip. Life 

in the cottage was cramped, cold, hard but 

happy and like many other war babies, 

News and events continued 

https://www.devonsomersettradingstandards.gov.uk/
https://www.devonsomersettradingstandards.gov.uk/
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Mick was brought up by women – his 

mother, grannies and aunts. Mick, being 

the eldest, slept in the box room and the 3 

younger brothers shared a bed in another 

room. He remembered that the first one 

out of bed pulled on the best of the clothes 

and that their shoes were padded out with 

cardboard when the soles wore out. They 

had a cat called Tiddles who used to come 

in and out of the cottage via the chimney 

and had her kittens in Mick’s bed. They 

kept chickens and grew vegetables in the 

cottage garden.  

 As a young boy, Mick attended St Nicho-

las School and made many friends. His 

close friend was Mike Martin who lived 

just up the lane (Station Road as it was 

then). He played out in the fields, caught 

minnows in the stream outside his cottage, 

fished in The Stour and made dens in 

Toomer Woods. He was always very close 

to his cousin, David, who was like another 

brother and still lives in the area.  

Mick and his brothers played on the rail-

way line at the bottom of the lane when 

they were boys. He told me that he used to 

swing on the gates and that his youngest 

brother, Philip, once toddled across the 

line in his nappy and was narrowly missed 

by a passing train! Health and Safety obvi-

ously wasn’t a thing back then.  

Much to the amusement of his family, 

Mick was in the Church Choir - being tone 

deaf I can only imagine that they were 

desperate for choristers! He told us that 

because he was one of the naughty ones, 

he had to sit near the Vicar’s wife so she 

could keep an eye on him. He loved the 

village summer outings to Weymouth in a 

charabanc and as a teenager he went to 

film nights in Stalbridge with his friends, 

walking back through the lanes in dark-
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Vale Auto Services 

Low Cost Motoring Centre 
Premium service at sensible prices 

MOT £40 while you wait: Monday-Saturday 

Servicing, Repairs, Diagnostics, Tyres, 
Laser Wheel Alignment 

Free Collection / Delivery / Courtesy Car 
Telephone: 01963 362843 

Web: www.valeautoservices.co.uk 

Blackmore Vale Forge 

General blacksmith and welding 
Telephone: 01963 364116 
Email: blackmorevaleforge@gmail.com 

ness. 

Mick went on to study at Yeovil Tech 

where he enjoyed maths, sciences and 

sport. He became a keen footballer and 

even breaking a leg and knocking his front 

teeth out didn’t put him off. 

At the age of 16, Mick had to leave Hen-

stridge as the family relocated to Bristol. 

His father moved for work and thought 

that the boys would have a better chance 

of employment in the city. Mick become an 

apprentice at BAC and went on to have a 

fantastic career with the company where 

he travelled the world as a Chief Engineer 

and worked on many high profile projects 

including Concorde.  

Mick married Elva in Bristol in 1961 and in 

1963 they moved to Thornbury, South Glos 

where they lived with their 2 children, 

Michael and me. He loved gardening, car-

pentry, DIY, walking in the countryside, 

birdwatching and holidays with Elva.  In 

retirement he worked as a drayman for 

Beerseller. 

Growing up in Henstridge gave Mick a 

lifelong love of 

wildlife and 

the country-

side. He was 

happiest when 

out of doors. 

He visited 

Henstridge 

often and his 

heart belonged 

there. His 

mother, Kath-

leen, his Aunt 

Marjorie and his grandfather, William Cec-

il Yeatman, are buried in the churchyard, 

so he came regularly to place flowers on 

the graves and attend various village 

events where he caught up with old 

friends. No visit was complete without a 

trip to The Bird!   

Sadly, Mick passed away after a short ill-

ness in May 2018. He was a very private 

person and didn’t want any announce-

ments or a funeral, so was quietly laid to 

rest in Thornbury cemetery. I hope that his 

rowan tree thrives, attracts birds and wild-

life and is enjoyed by Henstridge villagers 

for many years to come. 

 Caryn Lazenbury 



 

 Page 23 

 

C&G Plumbing 

 
All types of plumbing work undertaken from tap 

repairs to full installations. 

No job too small 
Experienced, reliable and professional service at 

Reasonable prices 
 

Telephone: 01963 371209 or 07766 186704 

Henstridge Summer Fair 

We’re Back! Saturday 18th July 

2020! 

Yes, we can hardly believe that the 

Henstridge Summer Festival Team 

are already working away in the 

background to bring our lovely 

village an even bigger and better 

festival for 2020. 

We have a new committee bursting 

with energy and enthusiasm to 

create a day full of wonderful experiences 

for everyone. 

We have learnt a lot from our first year, 

what worked well, what needs improve-

ment…..we have lots more food!!! We have 

listened to all of your feedback, including 

those that contributed to making the day a 

success and taken all of that information 

on board. 

We don’t want to give too much away at 

this stage but can tell you that we have 

already booked King Ramps to come and 

perform and run workshops again on our 

very own Skatepark, various Live Bands, 

and the zany Count Backwards will be 

entertaining the children again (this time 

under cover from the hot sun). Sanktum 

Soundsystem are bringing us DJ lessons, 

the Giant Jukebox and playing us out into 

the late hours. We have the Fun Dog 

Show, Circus Skills Workshops and so 

much more! 

In the pipeline (fingers crossed) we have 

Childrens’ Story Telling, Silent Disco, Pop 

Up Photo Booth and many other surprises. 

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Insta-

gram to keep up with what is going on.  

Please contact us and get involved. Wheth-

er you are on the W.I. the U3A., Youth 

Club, Book Club. May be you want to cre-

ate a scarecrow for the competition this 

year? There will be some way that you can 

play your part in this wonderful day. 

WE NEED YOU: Parents, please support 

your children to get involved, we need 

their creative talents.  

henstridgesummerfestival@gmail.com 

Tel: 01963 362048 

Mob: 07761185630 

Jane Rose  Event Lead/Chair 

mailto:henstridgesummerfestival@gmail.com
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MB Electrical – Part P Registered 

Mike Barnes domestic electrical work  
& PAT testing 

Telephone: 01963 363133 or 07966 108590 

Bugsy Malone 

For two nights only, on the 16th and 17th 

of January 2020, King Arthurs school in 

Wincanton performed the show Bugsy 

Malone. Bugsy Malone if you don't know 

is a musical wrote by Paul Williams and 

was adapted into a film in 1976. The story 

is of two gangs at war in the 1920s replac-

ing guns and weapons with custard pies 

and splurge guns. 

Local talent in the production included 

two ex students from St Nicholas CofE 

Primary school, Owen Hancock and Bran-

don Howe now in Year 8 at KA. Owen 

played the part of “Shake-Down Louis” a 

Fat Sam gang member and also “The Box-

er” who fought and lost against Bugsys 

new fighter. Brandon played the part of 

“Snake Eyes” another Fat Sam gang mem-

ber and “Cagey Joe” the boxing coach. 

Other Henstridge talent included Caitlyn 

Stevens who played “Shoulders” a gang 

member for Dandy Dan. Also, not acting, 

but on the drums Finley Thompson. Other 

local talent included Hazel Perrett whose 

family are from the village. Hazel played 

the part of “Fizzy”. She had many singing 

parts and is following in her Dad (Ollie 

Perrett who is the lead singer of local band 

“The Helm”) footsteps. There was other 

great talent from the neighbouring villag-

es. 

Melissa Hancock 
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Viney Court, 
Viney Street,  

Taunton,  
TA1 3FB 

Tel: 01823 331222  

Email:info@somersetrcc.org.uk 

Website: www.somersetagents.org.uk 

 

Good Neighbours – Henstridge 
 

Who do you call if you need a hand with day to day activities or 

jobs around the home that you no longer can manage due to 

health or mobility problems? What happens when a light bulb 

needs changing, you need help getting your shopping or you 

just find yourself completely isolated? What happens if you see 

a neighbour, or even a customer, struggling – who could you 

speak to about it? 

 

We all know individuals who are very active Good Neighbours, helping out friends and relatives 

when problems arise. Some organisations in town already provide various befriending, contact 

or helping hand services alongside what is on offer from charities, commercial services, micro 

providers and trades. However, coverage is patchy and sometimes difficult to assess.  

 

Locally, we recognise the need to better coordinate and expand these services, so we are 

organising a public meeting in the near future to look at the introduction of a Somerset Good 

Neighbour scheme in Henstridge. 

 

Somerset Good Neighbours is a wonderful scheme that enables people who just need a little 

helping hand to easily reach out to those that are willing to volunteer to be that helpful person, in 

an organised and co-ordinated way. 

 

We will explain what happens in other communities, take stock of what already exists and try to 

sample options on what is most needed here. Any interested individuals and organisations that 

would like to get involved can contact their Village Agent Felicity Bailey. 

 

 

Felicityb@somersetrcc.org.uk 

 

 

Telephone: 07535276785 
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 Oak Vale Woodland 

Residents may well recognise some 

of the photographs of Oak Vale 

Woodland, but have you ever won-

dered about its history and how it 

came to be protected woodland for 

the enjoyment of villages over the 

past 40 years? 

The land, around an acre was gift-

ed, originally to the Woodland 

Trust in the early 1970’s by a Mr 

Hubert Coffin who originally used 

it to produce vegetables he then 

sold on to villages from a shed 

which stood in the corner of the 

field. He had given up the “market 

garden”, then trying to get plan-

ning permission for a small bunga-

low which was refused being close 

to the conservation area of the vil-

lage. His generous gift to the woodland 

trust was accepted and the trust offered a 

variety of native deciduous trees for plant-

ing. Local resident Bill Tolley stepped in to 

become Warden for the trust and set about 

the task of planting up the field. Dozens of 

villages were involved planting and dig-

ging holes. The school joined in with chil-

dren of the day helping to plant the trees. 

Young trees were staked and protected by 

tubes to deter deer from damaging the 

saplings. It is hard to think that some of 

those school children, perhaps no still liv-

ing in the village are in their 50’s!  The 

school project became educational and 

children were asked to recognise the 

different variety of trees from their leaves 

and bark. The objective was to plant 

enough trees to make a canopy so blocking 

out light and restricting the growth of 

brambles and weeds. Bill sourced six oak 

trees which were planted in the centre of 

the field by the children. They are all still 

there having now grown to 40 to 50 ft 
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 high. 

Pictures show the field originally being 

planted and how it now is. At the back of 

the field the old Dorset and Somerset rail-

way line skirted its boundary just before 

crossing Marsh Lane and The Crossing 

House can clearing be seen in some of the 

photos. Bill Tolley is shown at the start of 

the project and just recently standing un-

der four of the planted oak trees! 

The land was subsequently put up for sale 

by the Woodland Trust, being too small for 

their portfolio, much to the consternation 

of many of the villagers.  A pressure group 

was formed, and the council was lobbied 

to take on the wood on a 999 year lease at a 

peppercorn rent, for the use of the village.  

It is now managed by the Parish Council 

and is part of the responsibility of the Tree 

Officer.  You will probably have seen some 

of the work going on at the moment. 
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 LG Glazing Ltd. 

LG Glazing is a window installation 

company based in Henstridge.  The 

company is owned by Lee Goddard, 

a local man who grew up in 

Stalbridge, attended the local school 

and now lives in Henstridge with his 

wife and children. 

Lee left school and straight away 

started working for a local established 

window installation company.  He started 

in the workshop but would also go out 

with the builders and fitters helping them 

out; 2 years later the opportunity came to 

start as a trainee fitter which then led on to 

Lee becoming a main fitter which he did 

for ten years. 

Lee wanted to progress his career and 

knowledge of the industry so he changed 

job roles and because he enjoyed the 

customer relationship side he went into 

quoting and surveying jobs so he could 

still interact with the customers.   Through 

his hard work two years later the company 

made him a Director and he moved into a 

more office-based role, where he dealt 

with customers’ installations, queries and 

any complaints and the running of the 

service department. 

In 2018, after much deliberating, Lee 

decided to leave the company and go out 

on his own.  This was a difficult decision 

after 27 years with the company but it 

would provide Lee the flexibility to spend 

more time with his family, allow him to 

use all his knowledge and skills and 

enable him to provide a top quality service 

as he would be dealing with the customers 

from start to finish of the project. 

Lee is Fensa Approved and so has an 

understanding of building regulations and 

with Lee’s experience he can provide 

suggestions and ideas by talking to the 

customer and discussing their thoughts. 

The business covers all aspects of window 

and door installations. The services that 

Lee provides are: replacement 

conservatories and solid roofs, windows 

and doors, fascias, soffits & guttering, 

electric garage doors, door canopies, 

porches, car ports, GRP flat roofs, door 

and window locks and glass sealed units. 

Much of Lee’s work comes through 

customer recommendations. Lee believes 

in maintaining a high standard, he is 

conscientious and pays attention to detail 

and when carrying out 

installations is clean and tidy and 

gives due care and consideration 

for the customer and their home 

whilst he is working.  His key 

objective is to leave the job with 

the customer completely satisfied. 

Lee is always willing to make 

customer visits in the evenings or 

weekends to meet customer 

requirements. 
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 The Henstridge Flyers WI  

Our big event in the past few months 

has been our 20th birthday party held 

at Cavokay House. We entertained 

60 people to a sit-down meal 

preceded by sherry and canapés.  

The room was decorated by the craft 

group with large tissue paper pom-

poms and balloons, and our guests 

were entertained with a magic show 

and, (at great expense), a troupe of 

exotic dancers!  There was music and 

dancing to follow. 

We were busy in the run-up to Christmas 

with carol services, festive meals and 

workshops, and have had some interesting 

speakers at our meetings, particularly John 

Smales who told us about the Army of the 

Raj. 

We are now looking forward to a new year 

of fun and friendship. Come and join us!  

We meet on the 3rd Tuesday of the 

month,7.30 at the village hall. 

Sue Latimer - 01963 365765 

email:  susanlatimer155@gmail  

Line Dancing 

We’ve had our Christmas break and a 

Christmas meal at The Crown,,Marnhull, 

which 29 of us went to.  The weather was 

awful and some of us went through flood 

water. When I got there, the banging I 

heard turned out to be someone’s hub cap 

I picked up in the flood water. Luckily no 

damage to the car. 

We are now back dancing off all the 

Christmas and New Year food. 

Our numbers are growing, but all are 

welcome.  

Price £3. 

Village Hall Thursdays 7.45pm till 8.45pm 

Ros Browning— 01963 363016 

Henstridge Book Club 

Come and join the book club if you like to 

read crime fiction, and to solve the 

problems of the world in the pub!  We 

meet monthly and try to read new authors, 

new times, new countries… but still in the 

crime fiction / espionage genre. Favourite 

reads for 2019 included “Smoke and 

Ashes” by Abir Mukherjee and “The 

Deepest Grave” by Harry Bingham. 

There are usually 6-8 of us that make it to 

the Bird in Hand each month.  You are 

very welcome to join us – even if you can’t 

make every meeting.  Our regular meeting 

date is the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 

7:45pm at the Bird in Hand, so just come 

along one evening, or if you would like 

more information -  

Gail Cullum - 01963 362878 

email – gailpcullum@gmail.com 

The Art Group 

Enquiries to Liz Holbrook on 01963 363193 

or just turn up for a warm welcome. 
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CAMEO 

Well here we go again for 2020, how time 

flies past.  We finished our year with our 

very popular Fish and Chip supper. We 

also had David Andrews’  "Romance 

through the Decades in song", which was 

very interesting and got us all singing. 

Next year’s programme is now out and 

there is plenty for all to enjoy. On 

February 4th John Smales talk will be “The 

life of a young Cavalry Officer 50 years 

ago." 

Price £3 

Henstridge Village Hall, first Tuesday of 

the month 7.30pm. 

Ros Browning—01963 363016 

 

 

Henstridge Family History Group 

VE Day 75 

National organisers of VE Day 75 this year 

have announced details of planned 

activities taking place over the weekend of 

8-10 May 2020, and are encouraging all 

communities to get involved. 

The FHG would like to remember those 

from the village who lost their lives, or 

indeed, a member of your family. The Rev. 

Kevin Rogers has kindly allowed us to use 

the Church for an appropriate display. 

This is a unique opportunity for the 

community to come together to share 

memories and thank all those who fought 

in WW11. 

If you have stories and photos and would 

Clubs & Societies  continued 
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like one of your loved ones remembered at 

this time, please contact us, and we will 

help create an interesting family article for 

the village to see. More will be posted on 

Henstridge Online and Henstridge 

Facebook by us, about the event and we 

hope we can truly contribute along with 

other clubs over this Bank Holiday 

Weekend. 

We continue to meet every first Thursday 

bi-monthly, so if you would like to join us 

or just come along for help with your 

family research, please contact- 

Linda Farnsworth    

01963 365802  or  07884 072548 

henstridgefhs@gmail.com 
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Blackmore Vale U3A 

Loose Ends 

The first Wot’s On of the year, so Happy 

New Year to all who read our news.   We 

celebrated our thirteenth Christmas in our 

usual ways in December except Christmas 

dinner was cancelled by the price increase 

at the Virginia Ash. However, we had a 

delightful visit from the school choir 

singing an eclectic mixture of carols.  The 

run up to Christmas included a mince pie 

day and Christmas biscuits (thank you 

Jane, once again!) . January has been well 

attended this year, even though it was a 

long, gloomy month, brightened at the end 

by my birthday, which I spent in bed with 

a chesty cold!!! 

Now we are in the middle of February, the 

days are beginning to lengthen a bit and 

the snowdrops and daffodils are out in my 

garden. Simon and Gail have organised a 

surrogate Valentine’s Day (thanks to 

Emma and Felicity), which will actually 

take place on February 14th   this year, at 

Loose Ends in Henstridge. 

The Loose Ends coffee morning meets 

every Friday in the Village Hall lounge 

from 10.30am till noon. We currently have 

26 people on our rota so we are back at full 

strength. We are planning to be open as 

usual over the Easter holiday and may 

even rise to hot cross buns! We hope to see 

you there. Happy Easter (soon!) 

David Rabone—01963 362892 

drabone10@btinternet.com 

Henstridge Sports Club 

No news to report, as there is still no 

football or cricket in the village. However 

funds and equipment are available to assist 

new sports clubs in the future. 

Steve Penny Sports club Chairman 

Bird in Hand 

 
Your friendly local pub 

Skittle Alley available for functions 

Real Ale, local cider and guest beers available 
Lunch time bar snacks 

Sky Sports 

Telephone: 01963 362255 

Clubs & Societies continued 
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 News from the Hive 

Wet, wet, wet with some very mild days 

and lots of wind just about sums up the 

weather we have had over the last few 

weeks. Throw in the odd cold night and 

you can see why we are a little confused. It 

is a bit like doing the Hokey Cokey as we 

decide to stay in or fly out on the mild 

days.  Ken visits us often to make sure our 

hive rooves are still on and to make sure 

we have enough stores for when we get 

really busy or the weather gets colder. He 

is very considerate and does not open the 

hives and destroy our draught proofing 

unless he really needs to. 

We are enjoying getting out now if we can, 

because there are some lovely spring 

flowers around with nectar and pollen for 

us to collect. We have found snowdrops, 

primroses, crocus, hazel catkins dripping 

in yellow gold, gorse and the odd 

dandelion flower. These flowers give us a 

boost on sunny winter days. 

There is a lot of honey still for sale, so if 

you have a nasty cough you know where 

to ring for soothing help. We also hear 

they went to a talk given by the beekeeper 

at the Newt who brought tastings of honey 

which sells at £100 a jar.  (Our honey is 

much more affordable) She believes, as we 

and Ken have always known, that honey is 

a medicine and local honey is the best. We 

are looking forward to warmer, longer 

days with lots of simple flowers to visit 

and look forward to seeing you later in the 

summer if we get asked to visit shows, 

schools or clubs. 

Please get in touch with Ken or Jane Jeanes 

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com   

Ken Jeanes - 01963 370769 

 

News from the Lions Den    

Welcome to the latest news bulletin from 

the Blackmore Vale Lions Club. It has been 

a very difficult time for our club as we 

have lost seven members since September 

which has put huge pressure on those left 

in the club. However we did manage to 

achieve a great result with the Xmas float 

thanks to the sterling efforts of a few Lions 

and the magnificent support from local 

people. 

The popular Blackmore Vale Half 

Marathon was on Sunday 2nd Feb. With 

some 354 participants, again, without the 

superb support of Friends of Lions it 

would not have been possible. This year 

profits will support Templecombe Scouts 

who need to build a new Scout hut. 

So far this year we have made donations 

to Yeovil Hospital Breast Cancer unit, 

Dorset Explorer Scouts, Henstridge Village 

Hall, Period Poverty, Milborne Port 

School, St Gregory’s Marnhull and many 

more. 

We always welcome hearing of other such 

genuine needs in the area.  We always 

wish to donate our collected money back 

to local charities and good causes. We are 

just ordering the Easter eggs to raffle in 

local pubs etc. so if you see them on 

display please buy a ticket. 

This year our annual Blackmore Vale 

Lions Golf Fun Day will be held on 

Sunday 23rd June. Details and entry forms 

will shortly be on our website 

www.bvlions.yolasite.com or can be 

obtained from me. 

We are looking for new members. Should 

you be interested please call me. 

Lion Peter Oswick 01963 363281 

Peter.oswick@btinternet.com 

http://www.bvlions.yolasite.com/
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 A BLACK HOLE 

English Woollers, Robert Fleet, the 

Great Pestilence and Henstridge 

It is 1348. The Hundred Years War 

between England and France is in its 

tenth year.  Two years earlier the 

Siege of Calais has secured the 

important Normandy seaport into 

English hands. Edward III has been 

on the throne for 21 years; he is 

married to Philippa of Hainault and 

they had six sons and five daughters.  

He is the son of Edward II and grandson 

of Edward 1st (Longshanks) Many say he is 

responsible for the war due to his claim to 

the French throne which King Philip of 

France is not prepared to relinquish.  In 

reality the war is about keeping control of 

the French region of Gascony,  the 

Bordeaux wine region and more 

significantly, protecting essential trading 

routes providing wool merchants with 

access to the prestigious weaving towns of 

Ypres, Bruges and Ghent.  

Wool provides a staple income and much 

of it produced to sell at the prestigious 

European markets;  Flanders is the 

principal market for English wool.  

Business is brisk and provides a good 

living for many English woollers. The 

height of the English wool trade peaks in 

the earlier part of the 14th century, before 

the start of the Hundred Years War,  when 

in 1310 wool exports from England reach 

44,000 sacks. The English develop a  love 

for the intrinsically designed and weaved 

Flemish tapestries. English wool fairs 

attract the prominent wool and 

cloth merchants from Flanders 

and Italy. Many of the bigger 

towns are organised into 

Merchant Guilds where the 

standard weight of a wool sack 

is set at 364 lbs. Wool sacks are 

weighed and a trading price set 

by the Guilds. Although wool co

-operatives and parish guilds 

develop in some of the wealthier 

sheep regions,  the usual practice 

is that villages in demesne 

produce wool for the Lord of the 

Manor to be sent to the nearest 

fairs and markets.  
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The Roman Legion marches on 

The prestigious medieval Cloth Hall in Ypres, Belgium was razed to

the ground during the First World War and painstakingly rebuilt af-

terwards. Image by the author

Medieval Wool Trade. Image courtesy of Wikipedia 
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During the 14th century demesne farming 

is a product of the feudal system 

established by William the Conqueror and 

is still prevalent in England. Feudalism is a 

hierarchal set up where the ruling 

monarch owns all the land. Land leased 

from the monarch by  barons is known as 

a ‘manor’ and the barons known as ‘lords 

of the manor.’  The lords are required to 

fight for the crown and raise men for its 

army, so some of their land is given to 

knights in return for military service. The 

manorial lands known as demesne need 

workers and ‘serfs,’ landless villagers, are 

given strips of land to work for 

themselves, in return for a service to the 

lord of the manor. This payment in kind 

provides the lord with free labour, food 

and service. There are few ‘freemen’ who 

hold land and are less tied to the lord’s 

ambitions.  Demesne farming is geared to 

getting the most productivity out of the 

lord’s land to sell for his commercial gain.  

In this period of ‘high farming’ the three 

principal aims are to maintain and 

increase the productivity of the soil, to 

enlarge and improve flocks and herds and 

to extend the areas of cultivable land.   [R. 

Allen Brown]  

The wool trade in England is at its most 

prosperous at the height of high farming 

and the woollers are a wealthy, influential  

group.  So much so that Edward III sees a 

way he can raise more money to feed his 

war with France.  He decides to levy a tax 

on wool exports and places a customs 

officer in every port to collect the hated 

taxes.  This has a shattering effect on the 

price of wool, especially when the tax rises 

as high as 25% of each wool sack. At a 

meeting of the Court in the Tower of 

London in November 1347, King Edward 

decrees that he ‘might forbid the passage of 

wool, hides and wool-fells out of the realm’  not 

because of the war, but until he can find a 

way to squeeze more money out of the 

woollers. The Merchants Guilds are 

powerful entities and after much 

discussion rather than acquiesce to a new 

wool tax, they agree to ‘lend’ the king the 

money he wants. Edward is then forced to 

declare ‘that all who wish to take wool etc. 

thither may do so upon condition that they 

shall from Michaelmas last until Michaelmas 

following lend the king 2 marks on every sack 

and quantity of fells beyond the custom and 

subsidy due for his great needs in defence of the 

realm.’. [Close Rolls Edward III Membrane 

13 ]  The halcyon days of the great English 

and Flemish wool trade are nearly over.   

Henstridge History continued 

Medieval Village. Image courtesy of www.quora.com 
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The manors in the county of Somerset had 

36,000 sheep belonging to the lord.   Was 

there a flock in Henstridge to supply the 

wool trade?  Baggs & Sauraut [British 

History Online] suggest the Henstridge 

Domesday entry recording  ‘other’ is not 

our horses, but in fact 438 sheep. Henry de 

Lacy,  (Earl of Lincoln) then Lord of the 

Manor for Henstridge is recorded as 

having enormous flocks of sheep.  Many 

more sheep, during this period, than either 

neighbouring Milborne Port -153 sheep  

and Templecombe - 100 sheep. In 1305 

there are two manors in Henstridge, 

Selesmarsh and Toomer. Toomer is 

recorded as holding lambs in stock,  and 

“demesne labour comprised two ploughmen, a 

carter, a swineherd, a warrener, and a 

herdsman in summer.”   It has been 

suggested that whilst Charlton Horethorne 

produces cloth, it is more likely that 

Milborne Port has a woollen industry, 

potentially supplied by fleeces from 

Henstridge. The flock part of a local supply 

chain rather than overseas markets. [S. G. 

McKay]  John de Shireborn, the Kings 

representative in the area, is employed to 

track down wool sacks belonging to 

disgruntled woollers who are trying to 

export wool from smaller lesser used ports 

without paying the crippling subsidies.  

For sure by 1348, the wool trade is in 

decline,  not helped by the war with France 

which is bankrupting the country or the 

changes in agricultural practices which 

means the high farming system is 

beginning to lose its intensity.  The 

prosperous, labour intensive manorial 

estates are about to face one of the greatest 

challenges since the Norman invasion of 

1066, as a far more devastating disaster 

shakes the very core of English life.  

Robert Fleet is a wool agent based in 

Melcombe Regis. He is an experienced 

sailor who sails to Flanders on a regular 

basis  guarding wool sacks destined for the 

Flemish port of Bruges.  Robert is keen to 

get home for the Feast of St John the 

Baptist, a day of festivities due to take 

place in Melcombe on 24th June 1348.  

Sailing home across the English Channel, 

one of his fellow crew members is taken 

sick.  Rats are familiar travelling 

companions, and no one think too much 

Henstridge History continued 

Medieval trade routes courtesy of 

www.discoveringbelgium.com 
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about this. As the journey continues, many 

of the crew fall sick and several more die 

including the ship’s doctor. In the galley 

below, hungry infected fleas, finding their 

black rat hosts stiff and inert, leap off onto 

the nearest human, in this case the jolly 

sailors. Many flea bites later and the 

‘contagion drains to a lymph node that 

consequently swells to a painful bubo, most 

often in the groin, on the thigh or on an armpit 

or on the neck.’  There is a three to five-day 

incubation period before the sailors begin 

to feel ill and another three to five days 

before the victims to die.   

The ship sails into Melcombe Regis 

harbour where the coughing, itching 

sailors go straight to the tavern eager to 

have some fun. Robert is relieved to 

embark. He is on a mission to travel from 

Dorset to the Somerset borders to meet 

with the woollers of Milborne Port and 

aims to be home before the festivities 

begin. As he makes his way through 

Dorchester, Robert is beginning to feel 

unwell and as he travels onwards he is 

forced to stop,  where a woman near King 

Stag gives him some bread.  He cannot 

stop scratching his groin where a large boil 

has appeared.  He manages to stagger on 

to the market town of Stalbridge, where he 

collapses. Coughing and spluttering 

Robert is helped into a cart belonging to 

Job, a carter from nearby Toomer Court, 

who takes him to his wife Hannah, a 

healing woman.  It has been nine days 

since Robert’s journey first started at 

Melcombe. At Toomer, despite Hannah’s 

best attempts to save him, within twelve 

hours Robert is dead. He is unaware that 

many of the population of his hometown 

of Melcombe are also now dead or that his 

fellow crew members travelling to their 

hometowns have also met their demise.  

In less than six weeks the whole region of 

Dorset and Somerset including Melcombe 

Regis is in the throes of the bubonic 

plague.  As the plague spreads throughout 

the Blackmore Vale it reaches Shaftesbury 

Nunnery where the Abbess Joan Ducket 

seems to have escaped it as she dies in 

1350. John de Henton the Abbott of 

Henstridge History continued 

Melcombe Regis, Dorset  image by author 

Plague doctor courtesy of National Geographic 
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certain households.  Others suggest 

settlements are abandoned as a result of 

the demise of high farming, combined 

with falling prices and labour shortages. 

For those reliant on wool for an income, 

the post plague years saw the rise of 

smaller wealthier farms, specifically 

supplying the Flanders Wool markets, but 

nothing on the grand scale of the early 14th 

century.  Clearly the plague had an impact 

on the wool trade as by 1355 wool trade 

exports had declined to 33,000 sacks.  

[Yilmaz.]  The war and extortionate 

customs duties and taxes levied on wool 

sacks and other products,  as required by 

the king,  did little to help trade. Equally,  

the plague had a major impact on military 

strength,  although this did not halt the 

war with France which raged until 1360 

when the Treaty of Bretigny was signed. 

The plague came again to England in 1361-

2, 1369 and 1378. Massive pits were dug to 

bury the dead. Wakeford says, “humps 

and hollows,” was a burial site in 

Henstridge – local people will know where 

this is.  Perhaps it was the site of the 

plague pits of the dead villagers of 

Toomer?  

There is some artistic licence in this 

account,  Robert Fleet did not exist.  

However, evidence suggests the great 

pestilence (only later called ‘the plague’) 

did  arrive in England at Melcombe Regis,  

specifically referenced in “The Black Death 

in Dorset 1348 -1349” by Rev. Canon J. 

M .J. Fletcher.  There are varying views on 

dates, number of deaths and which other 

ports accepted plague ships into dock,  but 

a general agreement that the plague 

spread along communication and trading 

routes out of Constantinople.   

If you are interested in discovering what is 

written on the ‘plague plaque’ at 

‘Melcombe Regis,’ head for the harbour!  

Sources 

Close Rolls of Edward III British History 

Online 

R. Allen Brown, Origins of English 

Feudalism  

Rev. Canon J. M .J. Fletcher, “The Black 

Death in Dorset 1348 -1349”  Proceedings of 

the Dorset Natural History and 

Archaeological Society Volume 43 1923  

Irene Jones, The Stalbridge Inheritance 

from Roman times to the late eighteenth 

century 

S. G. McKay, Milborne Port in Somerset 

Sarper Yilmaz, “On the early beginning of 

wool production and trade in England”  

Philip Ziegler, The Black Death 

For a good read about this period try Ken 

Follett’s World Without End. 

Caroline Rowland ©January 2020 

Henstridge History continued 

Plague plaque at Melcombe Regis by the author 
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 Spring Gardening  - Wildflowers 

Walking through a meadow full of 

colourful wildflowers humming 

with happy insects makes us all 

wonder whether we could create 

something similar in our own back 

gardens but in fact it is not as simple 

as we would like. Most wildflowers 

thrive in a sunny spot on poor soil 

which is the opposite of what we generally 

have. Sowing from seed is cheap but it is 

necessary to clear the ground of grass and 

weeds first. Clearing out grass and grass-

seeds is vital because re-growth could 

strangle your wildflowers.  

Mother Nature plays a significant role in 

the success or failure of all wildflower 

plantings, so it often takes several years to 

make a display that Mother Nature has 

taken lifetimes to achieve.  Initially wild-

flower plantings require as much careful 

planning, site preparation and mainte-

nance as traditional landscaping. Simply 

put, if there is little or no effort to prepare 

soil properly, apply seed, and maintain the 

site through proper weed control, disap-

pointment will surely prevail. 

Wildflowers along Henstridge’s main 

roads would be lovely and we could per-

haps look for plants that signify 

‘Henstridge’. There could be Horse Parsley 

(Smyrniun Olusatrum also known as Alex-

anders) for Hengst or Stallion-ridge, Sage 

and Rosemary both have blue flowers rep-

resenting the streams. Otherwise tall fox-

gloves and bright English pot-marigolds 

perhaps. Let me know if you have other 

ideas. 

Plantings can look noticeably different 

after the first year. Most mixtures contain 

annual and perennial species; the annuals 

ensuring an instant burst of colour that 

lasts well into the growing season, whilst 

the perennials will bloom later in the sea-

son with a much smaller window of 

bloom. The second and subsequent years 

will have the perennials established with 

minimal maintenance needs, but the col-

ours will not be as vibrant without the 

annuals nor will the perennials bloom as 

long. Some will re-seed themselves but the 

re-seeding of annuals each spring can pro-

duce that original burst of colour through-

out each season. We can aim for maximum 

colour if we can only remember that the 

final, but most important ingredient is 

patience. 

Helen Howlett  

Editor’s note: Are you a keen gardener; would 

you like to share your ideas? If you would like 

to write a gardening feature for future issues, 

please let us know. Helen would be happy to 

hand over to someone who could write about 

gardening for each of our seasonal editions. 
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Brian Kinder & Son 

Motor engineers 
Servicing & repairs to all makes 

 

Unit 7A Marsh Lane Industrial Estate,  
Henstridge BA80TG 

Telephone: 01963 363151 or 07714 293852 
Email: gkinder2808@gmail.com 

Web: www.briankinderandson.co.uk 

Westree Company 

Tree surgery, pruning, reductions, felling, stump 
removal, emergency tree works, logs for sale. 
Hedge trimming, reductions, planting, sheds, 

summerhouses, garden rooms,  
equestrian buildings, garages 

Telephone: 01963 362615 
Email: enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk 

Web: www.westreecompany.co.uk 

Easter Brandy Biscuits 

I found this recipe between the 

pages of an old cookery book, 

written out neatly on a yellowed 

sheet of lined paper. It is one of 

many recipes for the spicy biscuits 

which are as typical of Easter as 

mincepies are of Christmas, but the 

difference here is the use of brandy 

used to mix the ingredients to a 

dough, where usually milk is used.  The 

brandy gives a really good flavour, but of 

course milk will do if preferred. I give the 

quantities in the old measurements as they 

are in the original, with the metric ones in 

brackets. 

3ozs (75g) unsalted butter 

21/2ozs (65g) caster sugar 

6ozs (150g) self-raising flour 

Pinch of salt 

1 egg, white and yolk separated 

3 level tablespoons currants 

1 tsp mixed spice 

1-2 tblsps brandy 

Heat the oven to 180˚ (160˚ fan oven). Line 

baking sheets with non-stick paper. Cream 

the butter and sugar together until light, 

beat in the egg yolk, then fold in the 

currants, flour, spice and the salt. Add 

enough brandy to make a soft dough. 

Knead lightly, then roll out thinly. Cut into 

rounds with a biscuit cutter and arrange 

on the sheets leaving some space between 

each. Bake for about 10 minutes – the 

biscuits should remain pale in colour. 

While they are baking, whisk the egg 

white until just liquid. Take the biscuits 

out, brush with the egg white, sprinkle 

each with a little more caster sugar and 

return them to the oven for another 10 

minutes until pale gold. Cool on a rack.  

Simone Sekers © 2020 
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As a further aid to problem solving, we are including the answers to these puzzles on the 

Wot’s On web site. 
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 Useful Information 
Opening Times 
Post Office 9:00am—5:30pm Mon-Fri, 9:00am—12:30pm Sat 

Shop 8:00am—6:00 pm Mon-Sat, 8:00am-1:00pm Sun 

PO letter box collections 5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10:15am Sat 

Numbers to Note 
Chemist, Stalbridge Pharmacy 01963 362246 

District Councillor, Hayward Burt 07543 854391 

District Councillor, William Wallace 01963 370423 

Doctors, Milborne Port Surgery 01963 250334 

Electricity distribution (power cuts, emergencies) 105 (power cuts), 0800 072 7282 (emergencies) 

Hospital, Sherborne Yeatman 01935 813991 

Hospital, Yeovil District 01935 475122 

Local MP, David Warburton 01373 580500  

Parish Council (Emma Curtis) 07745 270285 or 01963 250015 

Police, non emergency and PCSO John Winfield 101 

South Somerset District Council 01935 462462 

South Somerset County Council—Single number 0300 123 2224 

St Nicholas C of E School, Secretary 01963 362308 

Village Hall bookings , Malcolm Stobart 01963 363380 

Wessex Water (water leaks, supply failure) 0345 6004600 

Clubs and Societies 

Art Group Liz Holbrook 01963 393193 Mondays 10am –noon, Village Hall 

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards 01963 362282 Tuesdays 7:30pm, Church Tower 

Blackmore Vale Lions Peter Oswick 01963 363281 

Blackmore Vale U3A Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Book Club Gail Cullum 01963 362878 3rd Wed monthly, 7:45 pm , Bird 

Brownies & Rainbows Jane Jeanes 01963 370769 Brownies Mon 6pm, St Nich Sch. 

CAMEO Ros Browning 01963 363016 1st Tues monthly, 7:45, Vill Hall 

Early Music Group Frances Eustace 01963 364340 Wednesday 10:30 am Village Hall 

Explorers Pre School Anna Swinburn 01963 363228 Mon-Fri 8:45am-3:13pm (termtime) 

Family History Group Linda Farnsworth 01963 365802 Alternate months, Village Hall 

History Group Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Line Dancing Ros Browning 01963 363016 Thursdays 7:45-8:45pm, Village Hall 

Loose Ends Dave Rabone 01963 362892 Fridays 10:30am-noon, Village Hall 

Sports Club Committee Steve Penny 01963 362157 

Women’s Institute Sue Latimer 01963 365765 3rd Tues monthly,  7pm Village Hall 
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