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This issue features a building in 

nearby Milborne Port. It is good to 

see the renaissance of such a 

beautiful building and we appreciate 

the work done by Lord Allen and his 

partner Mike Fisher in achieving 

this. While we do see good contemporary 

development in the area, it would be 

difficult to build the likes of The 

Clockspire nowadays as the cost would be 

prohibitive. The renovation allows the 

building to be enjoyed for the rest of this 

century and beyond. We are so impressed 

that we display it on our front cover!  

 Nearer to home, we feature longstanding 

resident Diana Heath, who many of you 

will know through her outstanding 

commitment to the Riding for the 

Disabled Association and her 5 year 

tenure as Parish Clerk. We also include an 

article by Andy McMillan about the 

highly successful Summer Festival and the 

role of the Parish Enhancement Group in 

improving our community.  

 Wot’s On Henstridge itself is very much a 

community effort, and we are greatly 

indebted to the army of volunteers who 

contribute to, and distribute, the 

magazine. One of our stalwarts for over 10 

years has been Patricia Thompson, whose 

fascinating life was covered in our 

Autumn 2014 issue. We commemorate 

Patricia’s support by reprinting her article 

on the successful Apple Day at Quiet 

Corner Farm in 2013.  

 A Gift Day envelope is inserted in this 

issue. Even if you do not attend services 

regularly, it’s useful to remember that St 

Nicholas Church is a significant historic 

building in the village, and a key 

community hub for concerts and other 

social events.  Given sufficient support, 

long may it remain so.  

 Finally we wish all our readers, helpers 

and sponsors a Happy Christmas, and we 

look forward to sharing 2020 with you all!  
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 Diana Heath was born in Paignton, 

Devon in 1935. Her parents owned a 

hotel which was requisitioned in 

1940 as part of the war effort. The 

family were given just 10 days to 

leave, resulting in an urgent move to 

a bungalow in the town. As part of 

the war effort, her father, who when 

young had served as a despatch 

rider in the first world war, was sent to the 

north of England to manage catering for a 

munitions factory. 

Once her primary schooling was 

completed in Paignton, Diana moved to a 

boarding school in Malvern. She went on 

to study Institutional Management for the 

hotel and catering industry. One of her 

fellow students at the time was Mary 

Berry!  

At the end of the war the hotel in Paignton 

was handed back to the family, but 

circumstances following the war meant it 

was just too difficult to re-start the hotel. 

The decision was taken to sell up and her 

father continued to work for the Ministry 

of Supply with overall responsibility for 

catering in the South West Area. Diana 

would accompany him on some of his 

visits which took him to military bases 

including Yeovilton, meaning that Diana 

became familiar with South Somerset and 

Dorset. It is perhaps difficult for us to 

imagine, but opportunities for women in 

the 1950’s were limited. Hotels would not 

employ a woman in the kitchen, they 

would be restricted to working in 

housekeeping only! 

Events changed the story of her life again 

and on leaving college Diana gained 

experience working for the AERE (Atomic 

Energy Research Establishment) serving 

over a thousand lunches a day in canteens, 

together with two residential blocks for 

senior staff. Working in military 

establishments meant that Diana was 

security cleared allowing her to move to 

other sensitive military locations which 

included the Atomic Weapons 

Establishment at Aldermaston. She was 

tasked with organising catering and 

arranging government hospitality lunches 

for senior dignitaries. Her final catering 

position was at the residential 

headquarters for British American Tobacco 

in Sussex.  

Diana had known her future husband, 

Michael since she was eight years old, they 

grew up together in the same town and 

finally married in 1959 after Michael, who 

was in the Royal Engineers, returned from 

a three-year posting in Libya. As a military 

wife, Diana found herself moving on a 

regular basis both in the UK and Germany. 

Now with two children fast approaching 
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an age where they had developed their 

own friendship bonds it became necessary 

to find a stable base rather than the 

nomadic life that was previously 

necessary. It was really happy convenience 

that brought Diana to Henstridge. Michael 

was working in Kent and they decided to 

look for a house midway between Kent 

and Paignton. In 1976 they purchased the 

house in Henstridge which would become 

home for the next forty years.  

Diana, who had always been busy lady, 

arrived in Henstridge knowing no-one at 

all. She joined the Pony Club and 

volunteered to help with Horse Riding for 

the Disabled, originally working from an 

outdoor area at Henstridge Airport. Diana 

continued to help run the organisation for 

the next twenty-five years, an astonishing 

commitment to a charity that has given 

huge pleasure to a great number of 

disabled people. In 1977 Diana was our 

Parish Clerk for five years, only handing 

the duties over to Michael for a further ten 

years on his retirement from the army. 

Concurrent with these activities Diana was 

working for various survey organisations 

often compiling statistics for government 

departments. One of her tasks was to 

interview young “High Flyers” as part a 

national leadership survey. Interviews 

would cover the life’s work of individuals 

under the age of 35 who were expected 

“make a difference” and become captains 

of industry. There was also the National 

Readership Survey which monitored those 

reading and listening to radio and 

television. A very full and active life! 

Michael sadly died in 2014, but life 

continues and just a year ago Diana 

moved to a new architect designed 

bungalow from where she still takes an 

active interest in village life. 

Thank you, Diana, for all your present and 

past service to the village. 
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 Rainbows and Brownies  

Both units meet in the school and are 

open to girls of the right age from 

Henstridge and the surrounding 

area. We meet to have fun and 

follow a programme which allows 

girls to learn new skills and develop 

within a safe space amongst trusted 

adults who are trained and 

DBS checked. We have spaces in 

both units. You won’t see us out and 

about much at this time of year but we 

shall be planting bulbs in pots to be placed 

around the churchyard.  

Last year we were very lucky to be given 

donations by Cameo and Henstridge Line 

dancers. These have allowed us to 

purchase a new Brownie flag and our first 

Rainbow flag. We also have banners to 

mark our “home corners” if we join with 

other units and some coveralls for messy 

activities. These replace our paint shirts 

which have served us well for 30 years and 

can now be recycled.  

We are still collecting aluminium cans so 

do our bit for recycling and are always 

happy to receive donations of craft items. 

Please get in touch with Jane Jeanes for 

more details.   

Guides also meet in the village and Esther 

Lomas is the leader in charge. Wincanton 

Rangers meet in the area and this is the 

section for older girls and young women. 

Cadbury division has just started a branch 

of the Trefoil Guild and would welcome 

new members from the Henstridge area. 

You do not have to be a former member of 

Girlguiding to join. Trefoil Guilds are a 

way of making friends, enjoying activities 

and often involves food and challenges 

proving that the girls do not have all the 

fun.  

Thank you to all those adults who 

volunteer each week, without you nothing 

could happen and girls would not have the 

opportunities they do now.  

Contact: Jane Jeanes 

(aka Woodpecker or Brown Owl) 

 Tel: 01963 370769 or  07712 824747  

email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com  

News From Explorers Pre-School 

The children returned to Explorers after 

the summer break to a freshly painted 

playroom thanks to a group of parents and 

volunteers who spent time during the 

holidays redecorating and cleaning. 

We started the term with the theme of All 

About Me with the children involved in 

activities such as body outline painting 

and drawing, looking at each other’s baby 
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photographs and seeing how much they 

had grown, making eye and hair colour 

charts and using their hands and feet to 

make collage pictures. 

Autumn activities were next which 

included a visit to Quiet Corner Farm to 

make apple juice. Peter Thompson very 

kindly continued with our visit and we 

wish to thank him very much during a 

difficult time. The children absolutely 

loved picking the apples, washing them, 

putting them in the chopping machine, 

watching them being pressed and best of 

all tasting the juice that they had help 

make. They ask everyday “Are we going 

to the farm again today”. We also brought 

some apples back to Explorers and used 

them to make some delicious apple cake 

and to make apple print pictures. 

 

Explorers is open from Monday to Friday 

during term times.  

Sessions are: 8.45am-3.15pm, 8.45am-

12.00pm, 12.00pm- 3.15pm. 

For more information please visit our 

website: www.explorers-preschool.org.uk 

Email: explorers.preschool@hotmail.co.uk 

Mobile: 07792 240804  

Mrs Anna Swinburn - Supervisor  

 

The Young Ones continued 
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Vicar: The Revd. Kevin Rogers  

The Vicarage, Church Street,  

Henstridge BA8 0QE   

Tel:  01963 363832   

Email:  revkrogers@gmail.com   

Churchwardens: 

Jenny Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: jennybates@waitrose.com 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Officers of the PCC: 

Vice Chair 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Treasurer 

Jane Raymond 

Details to follow 

 

St Nicholas Church HenstridgeSt Nicholas Church Henstridge  
Church Street 

Henstridge BA8 0QE 

 

From the Rector  

The autumn is a wonderful season of 

transition.  We see the trees, shrubs, 

plants and animals all preparing and 

undergoing changes in preparation 

for the winter season.  We tend to do 

the same, going through our 

wardrobes, making room for the 

autumnal and winter clothing.  We 

are putting some garden furniture 

and BBQ’s away, coverings are going 

on, and leaves are being raked.  

Transitions are very much a part of our 

lives.  Not only in responding to the 

changing climatic conditions, but also in 

other ways.  We find ourselves preparing 

to change jobs and schools, or preparing to 

move to a new house, or looking to replace 
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our car, or looking for cheaper insurance 

or energy supplier options.  And then 

there is that ever present need to upgrade 

our phones, our computers and 

televisions. We always seem to be a people 

on the move, transitioning.  

We may be tempted to see these periods or 

states of transitions, as mere interludes 

between the present reality and the future 

we are transitioning to.  But having this 

outlook means that we could be missing 

out.  Like going away on holiday, the 

journey to our destination is either a 

means to and end, or it can form part of 

the holiday itself.  The transition period 

itself is necessary in helping us prepare 

ourselves for the change.  It gives us space 

and time to reflect on the present and 

remember what is good, and then to let it 

go, so that we are ready to lay hold of 

what lies ahead.  Without this space, 

without this transition period or phase, we 

may find ourselves disorientated in the 

new reality, catapulted from one to the 

other.  

The story is told of some missionaries 

marching resolutely towards their 

destination, stopping only when 

necessary, to reach the region they were 

aiming at.  Their indigenous helpers kept 

up for many days until they decided to 

down tools and stop.  The missionaries 

became impatient at this seeming waste of 

time.  But the indigenous helpers refused 

to budge, waiting as they said, ‘for their 

souls to catch up with their bodies’.  

Jesus calls us to draw aside often, so that 

we can rest, so that our souls can catch up 

with our bodies as we transition through 

life and seasonal changes.  “Then, because 

so many people were coming and going 

that they did not even have a chance to 

eat, Jesus said to them, ‘Come with me by 

yourselves to a quiet place and get some 

rest.’”  In the busyness of life and in our 

transitions, let us take time to come to 

Jesus, to rest a while.  Many see their 

Sunday services as this space and time to 

stop, to rest, to be refreshed, to allow their 

souls to catch up with bodies.  Is this 

something you would like to try?  All are 

very welcome, always.  

Yours in Christ,  

Kevin  

Church Flowers  

Thank you very much for all the flowers 

that have been arranged in the church 

during the past few weeks. We shall be 

decorating the church for our Christmas 

services. The church will be available for 

decorators on Saturday 21st December 

from 10 am unless you make other 

arrangements with Jane. If you would like 

to help or you could provide greenery or 

flowers please let Jane know. I will 

identify windows which are to be 

decorated by people to avoid confusion. If 

you would like to donate to the flower 

fund in memory of a loved one please let 

Jane know so that we can share funds 

around and purchase any supplies 

needed.  

Church Cleaning  

A big thank you to all those who regularly 

polish the brass, dust the pews, sweep the 

aisles and at this time of the year battle 

with the leaves in the porch. The building 

always looks and smells so clean and 

fresh. We are a very small band and would 

welcome others who might be able to help.  

Jane Jeanes, 01963 370769, 07712 824747 

 or lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com  

Church Matters continued 
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 Church Services: November 2019 - January 2020 

See the churchyard noticeboard or achurchnearyou.com for latest details and updates 

St Nicholas, Henstridge 

3 November (All Saints) 

11.00 a.m.   Morning Worship 

3:00 p.m. All Souls Day Service at 

St Mary’s, Templecombe 

6:30 p.m.  Evensong  

10 November (Remembrance Sunday) 

10:55 a.m. Service of Remembrance 

Act of Remembrance at 

War Memorial after-

wards 

17 November 

11.00 a.m.  Morning Prayer  

6.30 p.m.  Choral Evensong 

24 November 

11.00 a.m.   Holy Communion  

1 December 

11.00 a.m.  Morning Worship  

6.30 p.m.  Evening Prayer 

8 December   

9:30 am  Holy Communion 

15 December 

11:00 a.m. Holy Communion  

6:30 p.m. Messy Christingle 

22 December 

11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion  

6:30 p.m. Carol Service 

24 December 

4:00 p.m. Crib Service 

11:30 p.m. Holy Communion 

25 December 

11:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

29 December 

10:30 a.m.  United Service of Holy  

Communion at St John’s 

Horsington 

5 January 

11:00 a.m. Harvest Worship 

6:30 p.m. Evening Prayer 

12 January 

9:30 a.m.  Holy Communion 

19 January 

11:00 a.m.   Holy Communion 

6:30 p.m.  Choral Evensong 

26 January 

11:00 a.m.  Holy Communion 
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Henstridge Parish Council Open Spaces 

Committee 

By the time of publication we should have 

delivered a BMX pump track at the top of 

the recreation ground, also the installation 

of the two new benches should be well on 

the way to completion. It was shameful 

that the digger being used by the 

contractors building the BMX track was 

damaged by thoughtless people, what 

more can I say! 

We had an independent inspection of the 

children’s play area and there are several 

things that need to be addressed; to do 

these works we will need to shut the area 

for a period of time. We will inform you 

when this is to take place and also when 

the work is completed. 

Next to the bench by the green shed we 

are going to plant a new tree, we are also 

organising a new tree to be planted in 

Station Gardens on behalf of the family of 

a gentleman who resided in Henstridge 

many years ago and had many happy 

memories of life here. 

We have had to close off the wood in 

Marsh Lane due to the result of potentially 

dangerous trees being found when the tree 

warden had a survey carried out. With the 

help and advice from the Tree Officer from 

SSDC and an arborist we are looking at 

ground clearance in the wood to enable us 

to repopulate the understory with shrubs 

and shrubby trees to give a greater 

diversity for the wild life. This will be an 

ongoing project that we would like 

members of the public to get involved 

with. We are in the process of having all 

the initial remedial work carried out, and 

as soon as it is completed we will reopen 

the wood. 

Henstridge Parish  

Council 
Emma Curtis – Parish Clerk & RFO 

Henstridge Parish Council 

14 Everlanes Close 

Milborne Port 

Sherborne 

Dorset 

DT9 5FT 

Mob: 07745 270285 

Tel: 01963 250925 

Email: clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Web: www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Meet the Parish Council: 

Ken Courtenay - Chair 

David Nichols - Deputy Chair 

Howard Bentley-Marchant Barry Howlett 

Peter Crocker  Carolyn Nichols 

Simon Cullum  Andrew McMillan 

Adrian Gaymer  Jean Oswick 

Elspeth Graham  Jane Rose 

John Graham  

Administration for the council is dealt with by the Clerk and Proper officer, Emma Curtis.  

In the first instance, all enquiries should be made to the Clerk. 

District Councillors are: Hayward Burt and William Wallace (who is also County Councillor) 
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In the new South Somerset Environmental 

Plan devised after the county declared a 

Climate Emergency they stated their 

intention to plant or encourage the 

planting of hundreds of trees throughout 

Somerset (it has one of the lowest density 

tree covers in the country). We have many 

opportunities in the Parish to increase our 

tree canopy, so it is our intention to come 

up with a plan and take advantage of the 

funding that is available. Advice on tree 

species and all the planting will be carried 

out by SSDC, our responsibility will be to 

care for the trees once planted. 

SSDC have supplied us with a bag of bulbs 

and the Parish Enhancement Group  

(formerly Parish Events Group) and others 

have taken on board the planting of them. 

We have been in conversation with 

Felicity, the Village Agent, regarding the 

erection of high level beds in the 

Allotments for the use of some of her 

clients in the Parish. This is on the list of 

things to do. 

Several Parishioners have brought to our 

attention the bleak concrete wall on the 

boundary of the Burial Ground; we will be 

giving serious thought on how to 

improve its appearance. 

Our Village Ranger will be starting work 

in the Parish very soon - I am sure you will 

all get to know him as he carries out his 

many tasks. 

George and Terry have done sterling work 

in the village this year keeping everything 

tidy, and we would like to say thank you 

to Pete Crocker and family who have kept 

the War Memorial surrounded in flowers. 

We will be working with and giving help 

to the Parish Enhancement Group in their 

efforts to brighten up the Parish, and we 

hope that our community will all pull 

together to make it happen. 

Carolyn Nichols Chair, Open Spaces 

Somerset Playing Fields Association 

Awards 

Henstridge Parish Council are pleased to 

announce that Henstridge has won a 

Commendation Certificate in the 2019 

Somerset Playing Fields Association 

annual awards. 

Chairman of the Parish Council Mr Ken 

Courtenay attended the Awards 

Presentation in Woolavington on behalf of 

the Parish Council to collect the award. 

Henstridge is extremely lucky to have a 

wonderful outdoor space for all to enjoy 

and the Parish Council wishes to thank 

everyone involved in its 

maintenance and upkeep. 

Parish Council continued 
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 Royal Horticultural Society Village in 

Bloom   

We all want to live in pleasant surround-

ings, and I am sure we are all aware of the 

negative impact that litter, grime, vandal-

ism and run down areas have on commu-

nities. We could all help improve both of 

these issues by coming together and taking 

part in the Royal Horticultural Societies 

Village in Bloom awards scheme. 

The entries are marked as follows   

Horticulture 40%   

Overall impression of design and materials   

Maintenance of planted areas   

Seasonal displays   

Plant selection and Quality   

Environment 30%   

Local Identity  

Built environment / Residential and com-

mercial   

Hard surfaces / Cleanliness and mainte-

nance   

Community 30%   

Year round activity and future commit-

ment   

Communication and awareness / commu-

nity and media leading to learning and 

understanding   

Funding and support / business and or-

ganisations to fund projects and to keep 

moving forward 

I know there are some fantastic gardeners 

living in the village and also lots of very 

talented people with a wide range of skills; 

this scheme is a great way to bring every-

one together in a positive and fruitful way, 

to benefit the whole community. 

To kick start our entry we will be holding 

an open morning at the Village Hall where 

all the  information will be available and 

questions answered. We will be showing 

some of the ideas for  projects for the year 

2020 and projects we would like to see 

carried out in subsequent years. We  

would like ideas from you for projects you 

would like to see carried out. 

So when you see the date for the event 

please do come along see what can be 

achieved. 

The Parish Council are in support as is the 

PCC the PEG’s group and the Guides and 

we will be  contacting other groups in due 

course. 

For this endeavour to be successful year on 

year we need a willing group of people, so 

if you would  like to see our community 

blossom and grow and be proud of what it 

can achieve please do get in  touch or come 

to the open event.   

Carolyn Nichols 
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 Keep in Touch! 

Refer to the Henstridge Online web-

site for more details and up to date 

information—

www.henstridgeonline.co.uk 

or look for Henstridge Village Hall 

on Facebook 

Or check out the “events” in 

Nextdoor Henstridge. 

Regular Weekly Activities in the 

Village Hall 

Monday morning - Art group (10am) 

Monday afternoon -  Bridge / Card Games 

(alternate weeks) (2:00 pm) 

Monday evening - Jazzercise (6.30pm) 

Tuesday morning - Jazzercise (9.30am) 

Tuesday evening - Yoga (7:00 pm) 

Wednesday morning - Jazzercise (9.30am) 

Wednesday morning - Early Music (10:30 

am) - see note below 

Wednesday afternoon - Baby and Toddler 

Group (1pm) 

Wednesday evening - Youth Club 

(6.30pm) 

Thursday evening - Line Dancing (7.45pm) 

Friday Morning - Loose ends (10.30am) 

Monthly group meetings 

Cameo – 1st Tuesday each month – Village 

Hall 7:45 pm 

Book Club – 3rd Wednesday each month – 

The Bird 7:45 pm 

Women’s Institute – 3rd Tuesday each 

month – Village Hall 7:00 pm 

Parish Council - 1st Monday each month - 

Village Hall Committee Room 7:30 pm 

Weekly or Monthly Events elsewhere 

Sundays - Henstridge Airfield Car Boot 

Sale 

Saturdays -  Park Run - Henstridge Air-

field (9 am) 

Monthly on Sundays - Friends of the Yeat-

man Car boot sale 
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Blackmore Vale U3A 

Tuesday 7th January 2020  

After a short AGM Richard & Susan 

Kidd will give a talk about their 

experiences ‘Sailing Oceans’. 

Henstridge Village Hall 2.30pm  

Members £1.50 Visitors £2.50 re-

freshments included 

Everyone welcome 

 

 

 

Tuesday 3rd March 2020 

Chris Tripp from 

Dorset Diggers Community Archaeology 

Group talks about their work in and 

around Dorset. 

Henstridge Village Hall 2.30pm 

Members £1.50 Visitors £2.50 refreshments 

included 

Everyone welcome 
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 News from the Village Hall  

  

November is a very busy month for 

fund raising. We will, by the time 

you read this, have already had: 

Elvis with the If I Can Dream Band 

and the Blue Tones backing group; 

Film night showing ‘Yesterday’;  

Xmas Craft Fayre with the hall and 

lounge full of all things crafty.  

Back by popular demand we will be hold-

ing a Race Night on Saturday 23rd No-

vember with a raffle for a super Christmas 

themed Hamper, so come and have a little 

flutter and a lot of fun, enjoy good compa-

ny and a hearty supper washed down with 

a drink from the bar. Finally, our monthly 

Car Boot and Table Top sale with our full 

breakfast menu and home-made cakes 

from 9am to 12pm on Sunday the 24th.  

December will be a quiet month with just 

the Car Boot and Table Top sale from 9am 

to 12pm on Sunday the 15th. Look out for 

our 2020 events on Next Door and Face-

book and all the usual places in the village. 

We hope that those of you who have visit-

ed the hall recently have had a chance to 

see the improvements we have made in 

the lounge and also the ladies toilets. Dur-

ing December we aim to replace the old 

storage heaters in the lounge with easily 

controlled panel heaters - this will almost 

complete the lounge refurbishment. On a 

more mundane note this Autumn we re-

paired andimproved the guttering, and 

painted the outside of the hall.  

In the Spring we aim to open a Pop up 

Cafe on Tuesdays in the lounge. We are 

collaborating with the Balsam Centre and 

Felicity the Village Agent, so that together 

we can hold some interesting get together 

events to encourage different groups of 

people to come to the Cafe. We are hoping 

that we can find a group of helpers to do-

nate an hour or two of their time perhaps 

once a month to help us get this project off 

the ground. If you are interested in help-

ing with this project we would love to hear 

from you, likewise if you would be willing 

to help us in any other way you could join 

our ‘Friends of the Hall’ list.  

Next year we have more projects in the 

pipe line so we will be working hard to get 

funding and raising money with our 

events. Much of the labour we manage to 

do ourselves keeping costs down. We are 

seeking new members of the Committee 

for next year as our work load is increas-

ing. If you feel you have skills you could 

bring to the Charity please get in touch for 

a chat about what being on the committee 

or being a trustee entails.  

We would like to say a big thank you to all 

those who have given so generously of 

their time over the past year. Particular 

thanks to Somerset Community Founda-

tion for their grant that is helping to pay 

for the refurbishment of the lounge.  

Thank you to all the groups who use the 

hall and all those who attend, we hope we 

have provided you with a venue you enjoy 

using.  

We wish you one and all a very Happy 

Christmas and a peaceful New Year.  

Carolyn Nichols  
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Westree Company 

Tree surgery, pruning, reductions, felling, stump 
removal, emergency tree works, logs for sale. 
Hedge trimming, reductions, planting, sheds, 

summerhouses, garden rooms,  

equestrian buildings, garages 
Telephone: 01963 362615 
Email: enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk 

Web: www.westreecompany.co.uk 
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News from a Quiet Corner  

Patricia Thompson was a long-time sup-

porter of Wot’s On magazine, and we com-

memorate her generous contribution by 

reprinting Patricia’s article from Winter 

2013, following a successful Apple Day: 

“What is there left for me to say? The BVM 

said it all, with wonderful pictorial coverage. A 

truly amazing day. 

Getting ready for Sunday morning was a 

nightmare with high winds and rain threaten-

ing to demolish the gazebos whilst Peter and 

George Edwards battled to erect an old tarpau-

lin over the juicing operation. But by one 

o’clock we were ready, clad in Barbours and 

wellies to welcome a surprising number of 

apple enthusiasts, with Jeremy Hudson, a most 

welcome newcomer to Henstridge, directing the 

car parking operation from under an enormous 

umbrella. Torrential rain accompanied by hail, 

thunder and lightning did nothing to dampen 

spirits and still folk came, brave souls heading 

for a mug of tea and a delicious hot dog with 

locally sourced sausages from pigs reared on 

our apple pomace (the residue of apple after 

pressing). Now that's what I call recycling. 

Unhappily most of the activities and games 

were abandoned, the ponies “un-walked” but 

the church fund raising stall did a brisk trade 

in books, bric a brac and the revolving tombola, 

at the same time as giving shelter from the 

elements. The brave Palida Choir from Shaftes-

bury entertained us with charming apple song. 

Then suddenly at half past three it was all 

change and the sun appeared just in time to 

welcome Philip Poulton, SSDC’s tree officer 

bearing the momentous news, greeted by local 

cheers, of a Tree Preservation Order over the 

entire orchard, meaning that none of the trees 

can be cut down or the area built over.  

This wonderful news came about from the com-

bined efforts of our Parish Council, David 

Sekers, - who was horrified by the thought of 

losing the orchard, in which he has taken such 

an active interest, to the developers, - and Da-

vid Godden, an archaeologist friend whose very 

professional report on the history and heritage 

of the orchard was the deciding factor in 

getting the TPO. 

Henstridge can now be assured that this lovely 

corner of the village will remain for ever, skirt-

ed by country lanes with banks of parsley and 

ragged robin under the hedge rows, a much 

loved area for leisurely walks with the dog. 

Henstridge Wood has also been given a TPO so 

another feather in the cap of the Parish Coun-

cil. I feel humbled that so many of you think as 

I do that we cannot go on building over every-

thing that is so precious.  

Community apple juicing has gone mad with 

so many folk anxious to turn a bumper apple 

crop into delicious juice. I had to buy a third 

pasteurizer to cope with it all. I just wish I was 

20 years younger. Hey Ho! Don’t get old. 

Looking ahead, future apple days may have to 

rely even more on the extraordinary enthusias-

tic team of helpers and perhaps like this “new 

look” magazine, take on a whole new way of 

doing things. Oh! I forgot to mention, the 

Church “loo fund” has benefited by £400 - an 

astonishing result under such dire conditions. 

Visitors were so generous. Thank you all.” 

News and events continued 
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 The Pump Track 

After two years of planning and 

fund raising, the construction of the 

BMX Pump Track in the North 

West corner of the Recreation 

Ground started on Monday Octo-

ber 21st. 

Why did we decide to do this? We 

are always looking to provide more 

facilities on the Rec for healthy out-

door pursuits and to provide facili-

ties especially for the younger 

members of the community. Addi-

tionally, following the construction 

of the Village Hall patio and the perimeter 

track we had a large volume of spoils 

which was proving to be very expensive to 

have removed. Some lateral thinking lead 

to the idea of using this material to form 

the base of a BMX pump track 

So just what is a pump track? It is an off-

road cycling facility defined as a closed 

loop with closely spaced rollers and rolling 

features with tight corners. It is a safe place 

for bikers to ride their bikes away from 

cars and lorries.  A learning rider will ini-

tially pedal around the loop, but as their 

speed and skill increases, they are able to 

generate speed from the corners and roll-

ers without pedalling, which is the overall 

concept behind a pump track.  

Pump tracks appeal to the widest possible 

range of rider abilities and bike users (both 

BMX and larger bikes). Pump tracks also 

offer a range of other benefits. All features 

on the track are relatively low in elevation 

and the speeds involved are also low, 

keeping the safety risk factor to a mini-

mum, whilst offering an exciting facility to 

ride.. Riding a pump track involves using 

not only your legs, but also works your 

upper body and core muscles.  

Funding for this project has been provided 

by Sport England who award funds from 

the National Lottery to a wide range of 

professional and amateur sporting activi-

ties in the UK. We have tapped into their 

Community Asset Fund which promotes 

sporting activities in local communities 

encouraging physical activity and well-

being. 

The company building the rack is Dirt 

Kraft, a local company who have years of 

experience in track building. 
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Celeste Nourse Photography 

BA (Hons) Photomedia, ABIPP, ARPS, ASWPP 
Creative, professional photography service 

Weddings, Portraits (studio / location) 

Special Events, Parties 
 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07989 637168 
Email: info@celestenourse.co.uk 

Web: www.celestenourse.co.uk 

Vale Auto Services 

Low Cost Motoring Centre 
Premium service at sensible prices 

MOT £40 while you wait: Monday-Saturday 

Servicing, Repairs, Diagnostics, Tyres, 
Laser Wheel Alignment 

Free Collection / Delivery / Courtesy Car 
Telephone: 01963 362843 

Web: www.valeautoservices.co.uk 

Derek Etherington Dip(I.T.) BSc (Hons) 

Broadband, wireless / wired networks. PC, Mac, 
iPad, Smartphone, Tablet etc. Computer repairs 
and upgrades. Tuition available. Free local callout. 

Websites designed & maintained. CISCO trained 
Reasonable rates. Monday – Friday 9am-6pm 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07855 287150 
Email: info@dcenet.co.uk 

Web: www.dcenet.co.uk 

MB Electrical – Part P Registered 

Mike Barnes domestic electrical work  
& PAT testing 

Telephone: 01963 363133 or 07966 108590 

Furnicare 

My name is Rob Howlett I have been a 

resident of Henstridge for 12 years and 

have been helping with deliveries for the 

Wot’s On Magazine for around 5 years. 

For around the same period of time I vol-

unteered for Furnicare in Yeovil a Furni-

ture Re-use Charity that helped people on 

low income to buy good second hand fur-

niture at very reasonable prices, this was 

supported by Yarlington Housing Associa-

tion who supplied the new tenants with 

vouchers to be used at the Furnicare store. 

Unfortunately in August 2018 we lost the 

premises in Yeovil and were forced to 

close, but the good news is that we will be 

up and running again in October 2019 

based in Queen Camel and serving South 

Somerset and Dorset with the same ethos 

of helping the less well off, we have the 

backing of Yarlington again and now need 

to get the message out there to local resi-

dents. 

My contact details are; 

Rob Howlett 

3 The Mead  

Henstridge 

BA8 0RR 

Tel: 01963 364332 
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 Avon & Somerset Male Voice Choir 

On Saturday 5th October, the Avon and 

Somerset Constabulary Male Voice Choir 

performed to an audience of around 120 at 

St. Nicholas Church Henstridge and it 

proved to be a very successful event.  The 

Choir – which consists of around 30 serv-

ing and retired police officers, members of 

police staff, or special constables – was 

formed in 1971 and travels around the 

country with the aim of sharing  music 

with the community, raise funds for local 

organisations and to act as ambassadors 

for the constabulary.   

The programme on Saturday was an eclec-

tic mix of sacred and secular songs includ-

ing ‘Every time I feel the Spirit’, Anthem 

from Chess’, and ‘Nothing like a Dame’.   

The Concert was sponsored by Adanac 

Financial Services based in Sherborne and 

Yeovil, whose Director and Financial Ad-

viser, Scott Gibbons presented a cheque to 

the leader of the Male Voice Choir.  The 

Henstridge Line Dancers under the leader-

ship of Ros Browning also contributed 

towards the costs of the event which raised 

over £900 towards the upkeep of St. Nicho-

las Church. 

The photo shows Scott Gibbons presenting 

a cheque to a representative of the Male 

Voice Choir. 

Henstridge Summer Festival  

re-invigorates our Parish ! 

It is with great pleasure that I can provide 

some feedback about how our wonderful 

Summer Festival is fair set to soon enhance 

our village.   

Way 'back in the day' (2018), a Parish 

Events Group was set up to find ways of 

creating a bit more community spirit.  That 

is how the Summer Festival was born be-

cause the general consensus of that com-

mittee was that while the 'Jester's Jostle' 

and 'Picnic in the Park' had been fine 

enough events in their way, a far grander 

and more ambitious annual event was 

wanted to create something truly worthy 

of our Parish.   

That intention was certainly admirably 

fulfilled, with the help of a bit of 'seed 

corn' from your Parish Council, and what a 

fabulous day out it was but its purpose 

was not only to provide one notable 

'Event' but also to create an income for the 

village to allow us to make other ongoing 

'enhancements' to the wider Parish.  In this 

it was also entirely successful.   

Further decisions by that committee to 

keep half of any returns to fund the next 

festival meant that the other half was to be 

made available to the then Parish Events 

Group for other projects.  Sadly, with so 

few people available to organize a festival 
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 which took a considerable effort, the  

group rather foundered as most of those 

involved tackled the festival !   

The good news, however, is that not only 

has PEGs been re-founded but that it has 

been very busy on your behalf.  Firstly, it 

reviewed what its purpose was and that 

boiled down to be 'enhancing the village' 

by various means. Since many of those 

ideas were of a longer duration than a one-

day 'event', the group changed its name to 

the "Parish Enhancement Group".  

So; what have we been doing?  Well, first 

we organized the distribution of some 

4,000 mixed spring bulbs around the vil-

lage, the majority of which have now been 

planted and which we hope will 'spring' 

into swathes and pockets of colour next 

year along the highways and byways both 

here in Henstridge and in Yenston.  

We have also progressed a long-held de-

sire among some for something of a 

Christmas lights display along the High 

Street/A357.  To that end, we have had 

made some 15 steel Christmas Tree brack-

ets (now delivered), which await distribu-

tion.  (Sorry, but we think they've all al-

ready been allocated for this year...  If you 

asked for one, we will be arranging with 

you to deliver them during November.)  

While some people are more than happy to 

fit their own, what we need now is some 

professional assistance to affix the rest to 

the walls of houses along our main road.  

We must be aware of safe access, but 

where people have access from gardens or 

pavements we have already visited them 

and offered to provide this year's 'tranche' 

of brackets.  So if you are a builder or aeri-

al fixer with PLI and can help us pop 

these up on the lucky recipient's homes 

within the next few weeks then please do 

get in touch: (my number is 363544).   

You may have noticed that the A357 al-

ready sports a number of such brackets on 

houses and we have offered to provide 

free trees to fill some of these, as well as to 

populate those brackets we are fitting.  

Already ordered are some twenty 1.2 me-

tre trees and a similar number of warm 

white LED lights to go on them so that, 

when added to those lights residents usu-

ally put up for themselves anyway, we can 

certainly expect an 'enhanced' festive 

mood this Christmas.   

In closing I would like to thank those 

steadfast members of 'PEGs' from around 

the parish who have already been very 

busy on your behalf and offer an invitation 

to any of you who would like to partici-

pate in the group in future.  (We could do 

with an Hon. Gen. Sec., for example.)  So if 

we haven't done what you wanted us to do 

in the village - don't moan, just get in 

touch (same number) and come along to 

our next meeting and get involved with 

planning how we, as a group, go about our 

stated objectives.  These are to enhance the 

appearance and enjoyment of the village, 

in order to: 

celebrate the various occasions, significant 

dates and anniversaries relevant to 

the parish; 

oversee the management and payments of 

funds provided by the Summer Festi-

val committee;  

invigorate community spirit of the Parish. 

We look forward to hearing from those 

who might like to come and help us and, 

of course, we hope all of you will enjoy 

these "first fruits" of our wonderful Sum-

mer Festival.   

Andy McMillan  (Chair, PEGs) 
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Viney Court, 
Viney Street, 

Taunton, 
TA1 3FB 

Tel: 01823 331222 
Email: info@somersetrcc.org.uk 

Website: www.somersetrcc.org.uk 

  

It’s getting colder!   Now is a good time to think about your heating and insulation.   

 

SMART meter roll out continues.  The meters ensure that your bill is correct every month and not estimated.  

Smart meters tell you when your energy usage is high.  They will save you money if you can turn off the high usage 

appliances but please don’t turn off your heating and risk illness to save on the bills.  Free room thermometers are 

available which tell you what temperature a room should be and how yours compares. Call : 0117 934 1400 or look  

in local information places such as libraries and CAB. Those on income based benefits can apply to their electricity 

or gas supplier for a warmer homes discount. If you find yourself getting into debt, always talk to your utilities 

company who may be able to support you.  Contact Wiser Money 01823 461099 enquiries@wisermoney.org.uk  or 

Christians against Poverty https://capuk.org/ 01274 760720 for advice and support (This can vary depending on you 

postcode) and check money saving expert for good deals. 

 

Open fires and wood burners need to be cleaned regularly. The National Fire Protection Association says, 

“Chimneys, fireplaces, and vents should be inspected at least once a year for soundness, freedom from deposits, 

and correct clearances. Chimney Cleaning / Chimney Inspection Should Be Done Annually. 

 

Also check that your smoke alarms and carbon monoxide alarms (for oil fired heating and open fires and wood 

burners) are working.  Consider a home safety check from Devon and Somerset fire service 

https://www.dsfire.gov.uk.  Call Freephone 0800 05 02 999 Who are focussing heavily on fire prevention alongside the 

proposed service cuts (don’t forget to sign the petition!).  

 

Age UK are offering  free  practical advice about keeping warm and other information about how to insulate well and 

manage your heating costs for those over 65.  Call: 01422 252 040 / 01484 535 994. 

 

Cavity wall and loft insulation can really help and it is worth checking with your provider to see if there are any offers 

available  Eon, EDF and NPower are mentioned by Martin Lewis https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/utilities/free-

cavity-loft-insulation   Remember to be wary of sharing information with telemarketers and always research their 

offer independently and don’t agree to anything on the phone!  

 

Heating oil costs can be managed by using an oil buying scheme such as the one provided by ourselves 

https://somersetrcc.org.uk/oil   01823331222 or using an online comparison tool such as boiler juice 

https://www.boilerjuice.com  

 

Winter tip 1: Drying clothes on a radiator can cause the damp to circulate around the house until it finds a cold 

patch where it will turn to mould.  Try to keep the doors closed and windows open in the room that you use to dry.  A 

bowl of salt can be used to catch the humidity or hanging wardrobe dehumidifiers can be purchased cheaply from 

discount stores. See Centre for sustainable energy 0117 934 1400 https://www.cse.org.uk/advice 

Winter tip 2: If you are in the house throughout the day, you may consider volunteering and joining social groups so 

that you are not having to heat the house so much and this will also make the evenings less isolating. 

Winter tip 3: Don’t forget to check your drains and gutters for the build -up of debris which can cause blockages 

and splits when the water starts to freeze.  Local window cleaners often offer this service if you are unable to check 

yourself. 
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Viney Court, 
Viney Street, 

Taunton, 
TA1 3FB 

Tel: 01823 331222 
Email: info@somersetrcc.org.uk 

Website: www.somersetrcc.org.uk 

  

 

Health Tip: – Most of us think it is important to drink more in the warmer weather to avoid dehydration but did you 
know that the same can apply in wintertime too?  Turning on the heat can also lead to dehydration especially as we 
get older so make sure you are regularly drinking even in the colder weather.   Keeping adequately hydrated is 
especially important in helping to keep infections such as urine infections at bay and taking simple steps such as 
drinking enough water can help us stay healthier.  If you have any concerns about your fluid intake then please 
contact your GP. 
 
 

 

 

CCS Agents are on hand to support you this winter - to find out more about  our work, go to our brand new website 

www.somersetagents.org – we help when other don’t, won’t or can’t!  For Carers specifically go to 

www.somersetcarers.org  

 

It’s coming up to Christmas!  Every year CCS Agents collate as many local activities as we 

can, and publish them in a Somerset wide directory. If you are running a Christmas / New 

Year event get in touch and we will add it to our Christmas listings to be published late 

November for free!    

 
 

To contact me please call on: 07535276785 

Or email: felicityb@somersetrcc.org.uk 

 

 

We have a team of Community Agents, Carers Agents and Village Agents across Somerset.  They help to bridge 
the gap between isolated, excluded and vulnerable individuals and statutory and/or voluntary organisations which 
offer specific solutions to identified needs.  We can offer advice and support to find local groups and activities 
available in your community. Please visit www.somersetrcc.org.uk and www.somersetcarers.org or call me to find 
out who can advise you. 
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 The Clockspire Restaurant 

Our special feature for this issue is 

perhaps slightly unusual in that our 

focus is on Milborne Port. No one in 

the village could have failed to no-

tice the changes to the “Old School 

House” at the west end of Mil-

borne, and what changes! It has 

become an architectural gem, a 

complete renaissance. A rather dull 

Victorian building has been trans-

formed into a true work of art mak-

ing a superb vista as the entrance to 

the village.  

The Medlycott Centre was original-

ly built in 1854 by Sir William Med-

lycott as a school for the communi-

ty. At the time the building was of 

cutting edge design. Gothic Victori-

an architecture came into vogue in 

the mid 19th century, influenced by the 

ideas of John Ruskin, the style was being 

used for churches and public buildings 

throughout the western world. 1854 was a 

notable year. The United kingdom had just 

declared war on Russia, joining Turkey to 

fight the Crimean War. 10,000 people died 

in London from Cholera which was finally 

identified as a water-borne disease. 

Charles Dickens started his serialisation of 

“Hard Times” and Oscar Wilde was born.  

Restoration of “The Clockspire”, as it is 

now known, has been completed by Studio 

Indigo under the watchful eye of Mike 

Fisher (Project Director) and Eugenia Gotti 

(Project Architect). The project has re-

stored many of the historic architectural 

features, including the clock spire which 

stands as a prominent landmark for the 

town. Mike Fisher has long admired the 

building having lived in Milborne Port 

since 2015. It is perhaps a twist of history 

that a building which originated as a result 

of the philanthropy of the then owners of 

Ven House has now been restored by the 

present custodians and owners of Ven, 

driven by that same sense of duty and 

local pride. Mike and his partner Charles 

Allen (Lord Allen of Kensington) wanted 

to give something back to the community 
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 and having become passionate about 

the village of Milborne Port. Before 

starting the project there was a village 

consultation attended by 150 enthusi-

astic locals many of whom remember 

the building from their school days (it 

remained a school until 1981). “We 

wanted to create a building with a 

Wow factor and to achieve something 

special”  

The building was in remarkably good 

condition, it was re-roofed in the 

1970’s but a further £3 million has 

been spent. Cleaning of the stone, re-

newing external pointing laying new 

floors together with a completely new 

professionally designed interior. The 

whole project has involved a team of 

enthusiastic professional craftsmen. 

You feel the same enthusiasm coming 

from the catering staff. A total of 30 

people, 20 of whom are local to the 

area. Headed by Massimiliano Mannella as 

General Manager the team includes Head 

Chef Luke Sutton; both have worked at top 

restaurants and bring a wealth of experi-

ence which will make for a very special 

gastronomic experience. The food style is 

contemporary English using local produce 

and suppliers where possible. The menu 

varies from Pigeon Brest, beetroot, pickled 

cherry, miso for an entrée to herb stuffed 

lemon sole, pickled cucumber, brown 

shrimp and lemon for a main course. There 

is a wide choice to suit any pallet, includ-

ing vegetarian options. Luke wants to 

highlight quality of local ingredients work-

ing with the seasons. As you would expect, 

pricing is at the top end of the range for an 

out of town restaurant but expect a memo-

rable meal both food and ambiance. We 

are very lucky to have such an establish-

ment on our doorstep. A building “at risk” 

has been saved and given it a completely 

new lease of life which we can celebrate 

and enjoy just by looking at it!  

The Clockspire is open Tuesday to Satur-

day both lunchtime and evening and on 

Sunday for lunch. Telephone 01963 251458 

or make a reservation through 

www.theclockspire.com 

http://www.theclockspire.com
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 Upstairs Downstairs 

The beautiful Old School 

Rooms on Sherborne’s Long 

Street provides the perfect 

backdrop for a world of 

interiors, created by designer 

Kitty Oakshott. Kitty has 

been working in interior 

design, both in London and 

in Dorset, for more than 

twenty years and opened Upstairs 

Downstairs in 2012. These days, 

it’s the essential destination for 

anyone with a design project in 

mind.  

Here at Upstairs Downstairs no 

job is too big or too small. Kitty 

and her team will happily advise 

and guide you through any 

interior decisions from a single 

cushion to a whole house or hotel. 

They are available to talk you through 

ideas at their shop or by appointment to 

visit your home or business. 

Upstairs; you’ll find a fabric showroom 

that’s all about finding your perfect match, 

thanks to a collection of more than 400 

fabric and wallpaper books. Stocking all 

the designer brands as well as smaller, less 

well-known independent designers, to 

give the widest possible choice. Once the 

fabric has been chosen, Kitty and her team 

of expert seamstresses and upholsterers 

will be more than happy to discuss 

producing curtains, blinds, headboards 

and all kinds of upholstery for home or 

business. 

Downstairs; spend a while browsing the 

selection of beautiful homeware, furniture, 

fascinating gifts, jewellery and the other 

unique treasures of this fabulous 

emporium. 

Curtains – The team can make bespoke 

curtains and pelmets in one of the many 

fabrics stocked in the shop, or in fabric 

supplied by the customer. As standard all 

curtains are hand sewn and fully lined, but 

there are many other options such as 

thermal or blackout lining, with a choice of 

headings – all made to measure to suit 

every requirement.  

Blinds – There is a choice of Roman, 

Roller, Vertical, Venetian and 

Conservatory Blinds – all made to 

measure. Roman blinds are made fully 

lined and interlined with a choice of 

traditional wooden batten with cords and 

a cleat, or a metal headrail with ball and 

chain mechanism for a more contemporary 

look. Roller blinds can be made in your 

choice of fabric, with blackout and wipe 

clean options also available. Blinds can 

also be made to measure and supplied via 
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 mail order for you to fit yourself. 

Tracks and Poles – There is a wonderful 

collection of poles with lots of options 

available, choose from wood or metal, with 

hundreds of different finishes and finials. 

Upstairs Downstairs can even supply 

curved and bay poles for those tricky 

windows. The selection of tracks is just as 

impressive, with lots of colour options, or 

choose electric remote-control tracks for a 

touch of luxury. 

Upholstery – There is a full strip and re-

upholster service. Re-cover a favourite old 

chair in a new fabric to give it a new lease 

of life.  

Loose Covers – Choose a new fabric to 

give your old sofa or chair a new look - 

loose covers are great as they are 

removable for cleaning, so very practical 

for those with children or pets! There are 

lots of great washable and stain resistant 

fabrics. 

Cushions and seat covers – small scatter 

cushions, new sofa seat covers and 

window seats – all can be made to 

customer’s specifications in a choice of 

fabrics and trimmings. 

Bespoke Furniture – from headboards to 

footstools or sofas and chairs, a team of 

craftsmen can create bespoke furniture in a 

number of designs – choose your style and 

fabrics and leave it the designers to do the 

rest – pop in to the shop to see some of the 

bespoke furniture on display.  

Lampshades – Choose from the wide 

range of lampshades in stock at the shop – 

or choose your fabric, style and size for a 

bespoke lampshade to suit your room 

perfectly. Lampshades can also be made 

from wallpaper as well as fabric!  

No matter what your project is, or if you 

are just looking for a bit of inspiration, 

Upstairs Downstairs is the place for all 

your interior needs!  

Upstairs Downstairs 

The Old School Rooms 

Long Street, Sherborne. 

01935 813831 

www.updowninteriors.co.uk 

http://www.updowninteriors.co.uk
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 The Henstridge Flyers WI  

I am pleased to say that we have 

welcomed some new members in the 

past few months and have changed 

our name to ‘The Henstridge Flyers 

WI’. A nod to our proximity to the 

airfield!  

As usual, we have had some 

interesting speakers, and we 

particularly enjoyed a speaker from 

Castle Gardens who told us how to 

get Winter colour into our gardens.  

Our craft group is very well attended and 

we have been book making (not the 

gambling sort!), felting animals and 

making a poppy wreath for the war 

memorial.  We are going to be busy 

creating paper decorations for our 

forthcoming birthday party, and there will 

also be a workshop for making Christmas 

table centres. We also plan to make an 

Autumn wreath for a county-wide 

competition.  

Our Cream Tea and Croquet event went 

down well, and we were pleased to 

welcome members from other WI’s in the 

area.  We now play croquet on the rec.  

Please come and join us!  We meet on the 

third Tuesday of the month in the village 

hall lounge at 7pm.  Our meeting time will 

change in January to 7.30.  

Sue Latimer - 01963 365765 

email:  susanlatimer155@gmail  

Line Dancing 

We go from strength to strength. What a 

great bunch of people I have.  If you want 

a fun night, don't worry if you have not 

danced before,  all my  ladies and one man 

help the newcomers along.   

We have donated over £1,000 to different 

good causes.    

At the moment  we are  getting sorted for 

our Christmas dinner night out.  We will 

finish on December 5th and return on 

January 9th,  2020. 

So  that just leaves me to wish you all A 

Merry Christmas.   

Price £3. 

Village Hall Thursdays 7.45pm till 8.45pm 

Ros Browning— 01963 363016 

 

CAMEO 

It’s that time of year again!  The year has 

gone quickly with many interesting 

speakers.   

By the time this goes out we will be 

looking forward to our Fish and Chip 

Supper, so names are  needed.  Also  

David Andrews is coming to give us a fun 

evening with “Romance through the 

Decades in Popular Song."   

As  always  we meet 1st Tuesday of the 

month  in  Henstridge Village Hall.   

Time 7.30pm   

Price £2.   

All welcome.   

Ros Browning—01963 363016 

 

Bell Ringing 

Ellen Edwards 

Tower Captain 

01963 362282 
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C&G Plumbing 

 
All types of plumbing work undertaken from tap 

repairs to full installations. 

No job too small 
Experienced, reliable and professional service at 

Reasonable prices 
 

Telephone: 01963 371209 or 07766 186704 
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Family History Group 

The Family History Group continues to 

meet bi-monthly in the village, and 

although relatively small in number we 

still enjoy partaking in suitable village 

events, to promote our interest.   

Of late we have become aware that many 

people talk about "getting started” in 

researching their family tree, but never 

actually commence because it can seem 

quite daunting. There are members in the 

group who will be very happy to talk to 

anyone on a one-to-one basis, so that 

research can be orderly and started in the 

right direction. If you have lived locally all 

your life, there is a wealth of information 

to be had for free, and many people in 

Henstridge have long memories of families 

and friends, who are always willing to 

reminisce of years gone by, imparting 

valuable snippets.   

If you feel you would like to consider 

embarking on genealogy, which can 

become quite addictive, please do contact 

us, either to come to a meeting, or just chat 

to a member informally.   

Linda Farnsworth     01963 365802          

henstridgefhs@gmail.com 

Henstridge Book Club 

Henstridge Book Club  Winter  2019/20   

Come and join the book club if you like to 

read crime fiction, and to solve the 

problems of the world in the pub!    We 

meet monthly and  try to read new 

authors, new times, new countries… but 

still in the crime fiction / espionage genre.    

There are usually 6-8 of us that make it to  

the Bird  in Hand  each month.    You are 

very welcome to join us – even if you can’t 

make every meeting.   

 Our regular meeting date is the 3rd  

Wednesday of each month at 7:45pm  at 

the Bird in Hand, so just come along one 

evening, or if you would like more 

information…. 

Gail Cullum - 01963 362878 

email – gailpcullum@gmail.com 

News from the Hive 

We are all preparing to settle down for the 

winter. We have plenty of stores collected 

by us and supplied by Ken and these 

should last us until the spring and our 

hives are all draught proofed with 

propolis. We are waiting for Ken to put the 

mouse guards on, to keep us safe from a 

field mouse who thinks she can get fat on 

Clubs & Societies  continued 
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our labours and then has to stay as an 

unwelcome guest because she is too big to 

get out! We have survived woodpeckers 

and wasps this year and the weather so 

think we have earned a rest.     

We shall still be flying on nice sunny days 

and will dream of the early flowers of the 

spring. We hear Henstridge is planting lots 

of spring bulbs for us to visit or maybe for 

village in bloom! You can still enjoy a taste 

of sunshine as Ken has plenty of  prize 

winning  honey for sale and will be at 

several local craft fairs and sales before 

Christmas including Sherborne on 1st  

December. Honey can be bought from 

Stowell or collected some Fridays at Loose 

Ends or delivered to your door or from the 

Wincanton Country Market.   At this time 

of year there are candles, honey 

mincemeat (which is fat free) and furniture 

polish as well as fudge and wax blocks.   

Please get in touch with Ken or Jane Jeanes 

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com   

Ken Jeanes - 01963 370769 

Loose Ends & Macmillan Day  

The Loose Ends group were very pleased 

to have our 13th birthday party at the 

magnificent Macmillan Day held at the 

Bird in Hand on the last Friday in 

September.  I hear that the superb sum of 

£700 was raised this year. So well done to 

all concerned.  

The Loose Ends Coffee Morning occurs 

every Friday, from 10.30am till noon in the 

Village Hall lounge. It has been another 

good summer this year and everyone was 

pleased to do a bit for the first Henstridge 

Summer festival held in July.  We welcome 

2 new members (Emma and Felicity) to 

our rota this year and several new 

regulars, so the group is still flourishing. If 

you have not been and you are at a ‘loose 

end’ on Friday mornings, please come and 

join the fray.  

It will be nearly December by the time you 

read this. We are planning a Christmas 

Dinner, probably on December 6th. We 

usually have a ‘Mince Pie’ day in the run 

up to Christmas (i.e. the 20th) and Jane 

hopes to arrange for the school children to 

sing to us on December 13th to give us 

some Christmas cheer. To find out more, 

you will have to visit us one Friday.   

Merry Christmas folks.  

David Rabone—01963 362892 

drabone10@btinternet.com 

The Art Group 

Enquiries to Liz Holbrook on 01963 363193 

or just turn up for a warm welcome. 

Blackmore Vale U3A 

Tuesday 7th January 2020  

After a short AGM Richard & Susan Kidd 

will give a talk about their experiences 

‘Sailing Oceans’ 

Henstridge Village Hall 2.30pm  

Members £1.50 Visitors £2.50 refreshments 

included 

Everyone welcome 

 

Tuesday 3rd March 2020 

Chris Tripp from Dorset Diggers 

Community Archaeology Group talks 

about their work in and around Dorset 

Henstridge Village Hall 2.30pm 

Members £1.50 Visitors £2.50 refreshments 

included 

Everyone welcome 
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Youth Club 

We continue to flourish and remain a 

popular hang-out for our young people - 

seeing numbers of 30+ most weeks (and 

yes it often feels like double that number!). 

We are EXTREMELY grateful to the Parish 

Council and also to William Wallace, as 

both these have granted us funding to 

allow us to pay for a much needed 

qualified Youth Worker to be with us at 

every session and support us in our work. 

Youth Club is a lot of fun but we also 

spend a great deal of our time dealing with 

issues such as friendships; bullying; 

mental health, social media ‘fall-out’ and 

so on. We are a safe place for our young 

people and somewhere where they can 

find support, encouragement and help 

when they need it. Youth Club keeps us 

adults very busy as we spend a great deal 

of time communicating with other agencies 

involved in the care of our young people. 

The Parish Council now has a new Youth 

Representative - Jane Rose - and it’s been 

great to welcome her as she begins to play 

an active role in bridging the gap between 

the young people and the Parish Council - 

seeing first hand what Youth Club 

provides for our youngsters and being able 

to speak on their behalf. 

Last term saw us having lots of fun on our 

Wednesday evenings. One evening we had 

a ‘Smoothie Night’ where the young 

people had to pitch their smoothie idea to 

an adult (think ‘Dragon’s Den’) before 

being allowed to make it! Most of the 

concoctions were delicious and hopefully 

the young people now know a little more 

about foods that are good for you and 

why! 

We all enjoyed ‘Team Games’ night which 

was fun but challenging and of course 

‘Pizza Night' was popular! 

Coming up this term we have our annual 

‘Pamper Night’ - which the young people 

always ask for; a ‘hide and seek’ in the 

dark evening and skittles at the ‘Bird' - 

who are always so welcoming to us! 

If you know any young people currently in 

Secondary School who might enjoy Youth 

Club do encourage 

them to come along! 

We are also always 

keen for more adult 

volunteers so if it’s 

something you’re 

interested in just pop 

along for a chat one 

Wednesday evening. :) 

 

Victoria de Villiers 
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 Legionnaires, Legends and Leafy 

Lanes 

Two thousand years ago the Roman 

Legion marches through Henstridge.  

A legion of five thousand men 

marching for twenty miles puts 

Henstridge within a day’s trek of 

Durnovaria (Dorchester) and of 

Lendinis (Ilchester), both well-known 

Roman military towns, and a 

convenient stopping off point 

midway between the two. [British 

History Online.]  Maybe these first road 

builders were carving a south-north route 

through the forest towards Castle Cary 

where the great Fosse Way Roman road is 

being built joining Shepton Mallett and 

Ilchester.  Myth or truth?  Clearly the 

evolution of any roadway, in and out of 

Henstridge,  is entwined with the first 

settlers to the area as we shall see.   

First settlers and contestants for ‘I’m a 

Caveman – Get me out of here!’   

 Neanderthal man and woman 

 Mr and Mrs Beaker 

 Iron Age Sam 

 Celtic Durotrige  

 Lumbering Legionnaire 

The ‘house,’ a cave on a ridge in 

Henstridge surrounded by a boggy mire. 

As the waters covering this land recede, 

the stone ridge along Toomer emerges,  

leaving the swampy marshes below on the 

eastern boundaries of Henstridge. 

Gradually trees cover most of what is now 

the village,  later 

forming part of the 

Great Forest of 

Blackmoor, where the 

leafy tracks are said to 

have met at a cross. 

‘Blackmoor’ named 

from the ‘dark aspects 

of its woods and its 

damp and moorish 

soil.’ [Charles Drew The 

Marn’ll Book]  

Contestant number one 

is Neanderthal man 

roaming through the 

forest around Yenston 

who leaves behind his 

axe – a sharpened flint. 

[Somerset Environment 

Record No 53961] 

Contestants number 

two and three are 

Bronze Age couple 

Grandma and Miss 

Beaker. The waters are 

deep and muddy 

here – full of Mr Wakeford’s red 

herrings!  Caught in the second 

great flood, The Beakers are 

tragically delayed. 

Contestant number four is Iron Age 

Sam, who lives close to the Dorset 

borders at the same address in 

Landshire Lane as the enigmatic 

Beakers. The abandoned cave is 

replaced by a series of wooden 

H
e

n
s
t
r

id
g

e
 H

is
t
o

r
y

 

The Roman Legion marches on 
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roundhouses with wattle and daub walls. 

A conical roof has a hole in the middle for 

smoke to escape. Iron Age Sam and his 

gang constantly stalk the ridgeway and 

forest for in search of supper.  

Contestant number five is the Celtic 

Durotrige used to brawling for a place in 

the ‘house.’ When the Romans invade 

England, the Legion meet with fierce 

resistance from the Durotriges strongholds 

at Maiden Castle, Dorchester and in and 

around Ilchester. [The Durotriges Project 

Bournemouth University] Rule number 

three states ‘no fighting in the house’ so 

Celtic Durotrige is evicted after a short 

stay.  

Contestant number six,  Lumbering 

Legionnaire also has a brief sojourn in the 

‘House,’  likely to be a brief stopover on 

the road to greater things. For an unknown 

duration, on a site on our southern 

boarders, the Romans are here at 

Landshire Lane, on the same site 

previously occupied by Iron Age settlers 

and the elusive Beakers. [Monument No. 

202213]  

Bells clanging – announcement imminent! 

The winner of first settler of Henstridge 

and  ‘I’m a Caveman’ goes to Iron Age 

Sam and the gang who make the earliest 

and most lasting impressions. [Somerset 

Environment Records 53957] 

The road trip to Henstridge along the first 

roadways 

Route 1  - Toomer Ridge - Bowden 

Route 2 – Landshire Lane crossroads  - 

Fifehead Magdalen - Milborne Port and 

Stalbridge - Henstridge 

Route 3 – The Ash crossroads. 

First Stop - Route 1 – Toomer Ridge. The 

Neolithic and Iron Age map confirms 

settlement in our area showing Iron Age 

occupiers,  here first, around six hundred 

years before any Roman occupation, and 

based on the southern and western 

borders. The straight lines are rivers and 

the dotted ones are trackways starting 

around Sixpenny Handley through to 

Frome area. At Bourton it branches off 

passing near Wincanton towards Yeovil.  

No crossing roadway is marked at 

Henstridge, nonetheless part of dotted line 

could represent the Iron Age Toomer-

Bowden trackway, and shows it to be part 

of a wider established route. 

Consequently, pre-Roman occupation on 

the boundaries of Henstridge establishes a 

potential Toomer ridgeway track, but no 

clearing or trackway in the forest to define 

the heart of the settlement.  

Route 2 - Landshire Lane crossroads  - 

Fifehead Magdalen - Milborne Port and 

Stalbridge - Henstridge. The Romans 

arrive around 43ce as they advance 

through England, they come to 

Henstridge History continued 

Neolithic and Iron Age Map www.megalithic.co.uk 
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Henstridge, possibly from the  Dorchester 

or Shaftesbury direction to Landshire 

Lane. [Somerset Environment Records] 

They occupy the same site as earlier Iron 

Age people,  maybe as a camping site on 

the way to greater destinations.  However,  

there is a clue that the site may have 

already been occupied, and the dwellers 

fiercely objected to the bolshie Roman 

legionnaires rocking up to pitch their tents.  

The Battle of Landshire Lane, the Legions’ 

sacking of the Iron Age settlement has 

some plausibility, especially as finds 

suggest both Iron Age and Roman pottery 

and a major discovery of skeletons. [The 

Antiquities Journal Vol 8 1929 & Somerset 

Environment Record 53957]  Have to say 

this same site is Wakeford’s [History of 

Henstridge] home to the elusive Beaker 

People and a trail of red herrings has 

followed. As both Iron Age descendants 

and the Celtic Durotriges were in the area 

when the Roman arrived,  and 

archaeological advancements offer new 

tests to date and identify skeletons,  

anything is possible. The ensuing fishing 

trip fails to reel in a big catch just more 

little tiddlers of the red variety! 

Subsequently, the available evidence 

indicates Iron Age occupation at Landshire 

Lane and identifies the same people as 

likely track makers at this end of route 2. 

This also established a second route into 

Henstridge via Landshire Lane which is 

potentially extended in length and 

direction by the arrival of the marching 

legions.  

Onwards! 

Route 3 -  The Ash Crossroads. The 

recreated Roman map uses contemporary 

names -  no Roman name for our 

settlement – and shows a four-way 

crossing route through the forest at 

Henstridge. Not a national or secondary 

Roman route but dotted lines indicating, at 

least, a minor route.  Certainly, a Legion of 

5,000 marching feet could enlarge any 

existing leafy track into a super Legion 

highway.  The crossway track is a good 

location to establish a Roman military 

outpost, as well as offering a new route in 

and out of the settlement.  Roman 

occupation at Landshire Lane is reinforced 

by several finds, evidence of life, in the 

heart of Henstridge and Bowden.  

[Somerset Historic Environment Records]  

And for the first time, a new Roman find 

near A357/A30 left by our lumbering 

Henstridge History continued 

The recreated Roman map [British History Online] 
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legionnaire,  who drops his pot, the pieces 

of which are found 2,000 years later. Now, 

the Legions’ existence here, begins to lend 

some credibility to the Roman road legend.  

The journey so far shows a connection 

between Iron Age occupation and the first 

trackways of Route 1 at Toomer Ridge, 

and with  Route 2 at Landshire Lane. A 

strong contender for the first road makers 

for Route 3 at The Ash is the Roman 

Legion. There is now a small detour to find 

out what Domesday says about 

Henstridge.  

Caution – diversion ahead!  

Over next millennia since Roman times, 

land occupation and clearance through the 

great Forest of Blackmoor lends a hand in 

the development of Henstridge.  Fast 

forward to the 11th century when two 

thousand Anglo-Saxon thegns own the 

lands of England and name the settlement 

here ‘Hengstesrig.’ It is a Royal Manor,  

located in the shire of Somerset, in the 

South Eastern Hundred of Horethorne and 

belongs to the House of Wessex.  The Lord 

of the Manor is Harold Godwinson, last 

Anglo-Saxon King of England.  Harold 

reigns for just nine months and eight days 

and dies in the Battle of Hastings, fighting 

against William of Normandy (William the 

Conqueror) on 14 October 1066. William 

forces Harold’s successor the teenager 

Edgar the Aetheling, off the throne and on 

10th December 1066 marches into London, 

declaring himself King of England.  Now 

the land of the two thousand thegns 

becomes the property of William the 

Conqueror and just two hundred of his 

most loyal Norman barons. 

In 1085 William orders a national land 

audit, Domesday, so he can sit down of a 

cold, dark evening and rub his hands in 

glee as he counts up his hoard of lands and 

wealth.  Domesday records the Norman 

name of  ‘Hesterige,’ a derivation of its 

Anglo-Saxon origin, and shows further 

expansion of rich, fertile new lands now 

totalling one hundred and sixty acres of 

meadow and pasture. As Yenston has a 

separate entry, woodland here amounts to 

half of acre - Kiddles Moor? and two acres 

-Toomer Ridge?  There are twenty-four 

Henstridge History continued 

Anglo-Saxon Map of Somerset charts Milborne Port 

but shows Henstridge is still in the woods! 

Harold Godwinson immortalised in the Bayeux 

Tapestry courtesy of Wikipedia 
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ploughlands, measured by the amount of 

land a team of eight oxen can plough,  five 

belong to the lord and sixteen are men’s 

plough teams. The entry clearly 

demonstrating how the Normans have yet 

to master basic adding-up. Livestock,  also 

counted, total three horses, one cow, 

twenty-two pigs and 438 ‘other.’  Maybe 

the scribe does not know what he is 

looking at, or maybe he couldn’t be 

bothered to chase about rounding up 

various ‘others’ for the count. Maybe 

helpful villagers tell him there are 438 

‘other’? Clearly such an ambiguous entry, 

obscuring the number and nature of 

livestock, effects the amount of geld (tax) 

£23 payable to the Lord. But what is 

‘other?’  Perhaps wild horses roaming the 

hills, leading the enumerator on a merry 

dance?  A majestic presence on the ridge, 

adding credibility to ‘Hengist ridge where 

horses were kept,’ the traditional 

understanding of the name for Henstridge. 

On the road again!  

Henstridge Domesday confirms 

occupation of an Anglo-Saxon population 

under Norman rule, but is unable to 

confirm the Roman roadways as they are 

not recorded. Nonetheless, it does show 

other Domesday communities in either 

direction of the Henstridge crossway and 

beyond: Yenston, Templecombe, 

Horsington, Wincanton, Milborne Port, 

Sherborne, Yeovil,  Nyland, The Stours, 

Shaftesbury, Marnhull, Stalbridge and 

Sturminster Newton.   This settlement 

pattern, potentially influenced by the 

existence of hills, springs and rivers, hints 

of a road infrastructure. Fast forward three 

hundred years to when the first map 

appears between 1390-1410 charting 

settlements and churches of Henstridge, 

note the religious establishments at 

Toomer and Yenston (more about this in a 

future article)  but alas no roads. 

Travelling on to 1674 when details emerge 

of a far-reaching road system in this 

country and puts the crossroads at 

Henstridge History continued 

Gough’s Map thanks to Colin Biddiscombe 
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Henstridge Ash firmly on the map.  A 

pioneering road survey, commissioned by 

Charles II, is undertaken by John Ogilby. 

His task to measure distances and map the 

chief highways of England from a starting 

point at Cornhill, the highest in London. 

As Ogilvy makes his way from London 

down through Wiltshire to Salisbury, his 

journey takes him across the hills to 

Whitesheet Hill outside Mere. Crossing the 

Vale, he enters into Dorsetshire at 

Shaftesbury,  here he stops to ruminate 

about the great Abbey town of King 

Alfred’s also the burial place of Edward II, 

murdered at Corfe Castle and King 

Canute. Moving on to Gillingham and 

passing through the Stours, he begins 

descending down the hill  

“…whence over several Brooks [possibly 

River Stour at Five Bridges and Bow 

Brook at Bow Bridge] and by 

Henkestridg Ch [church] and Dunmeer 

[Toomer]House on Left cross part of 

Somersetsh to Milbourn Port ..” 

Ogilby’s remarkable road recording trip 

also sets  guidelines for future universal 

use of the statue mile. That Henstridge is 

included in this illustrious work,  not only 

confirms the location and demonstrates 

existence of a major roadway, it now 

celebrates its important status.  

Furthermore,  Ogilby’s travels follow the 

Roman roads, and if the Roman map, 

shown earlier,  is accurate,  then that 

trackway now represents one the most 

principal roads in 17th century Britain.  

Hurrah!   

Journeys end is in sight with just the 

ultimate bridge to cross. Ogilby’s road trip 

leads to milestones being erected on 

principal roads out of London including 

the route through Henstridge. Historians 

debate this, advocating milestones 

originate in the era of toll roads and 

turnpikes. The roads through Henstridge 

are turnpiked and toll houses erected at 

Landshire Lane Junction and Bow Bridge. 

Finding a milestone here would confirm 

the principal road theory. Parish 

Councillor Peter Crocker, the inspiration 

for this article, is searching for the 

milestone at the Ash.   Until a few weeks 

ago there was a distinct absence of any 

milestones, then Enrico Dimarino, 

Community Highways Officer from Dorset 

Council, found us the locations.  With the 

Henstridge History continued 

John Ogilby 

The Toll House at Landshire Lane junction from Hen-

stridge, a Somerset Village and the First World War.  
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 help of Colin Biddiscombe and Marilyn 

Dimarino we went hunting again.  

Here is what was discovered, neglected, 

buried and covered in undergrowth– three 

surviving milestones.  

The milestone at Bellman’s Cross is 

located in situ and in one piece. The cast 

iron name plate has been recovered and 

needs a repair. The milestone at Bow 

Bridge is broken off at the base and 

requires a repair and re-erecting. Note the 

benchmark beneath the mileage 

representing the height above sea level at 

that point and an unusual addition.   The 

milestone at Toomer is broken off at the 

base and requires a repair. No name plate 

recovered ..yet!  

The milestones,  a lovely honey coloured 

stone,  stand about one metre out of the 

ground and are of the tombstone variety, 

apparently prevalent in this area.  Spaced 

out, as expected, exactly one mile apart 

with details,  originally carved out on the 

stone, iron name plates were added in the 

early 19th century. To find three out of the 

four historic milestones in our parish is a 

resounding result, making Henstridge, one 

of the first communities along the A30 to 

Pete Crocker searching at the Ash 

The milestone at Bow Bridge 

Milestone at Belmans Cross 

Colin locates the milestone at Toomer 
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 have done so.  It is hoped they can be 

restored.  The Somerset Historic Records 

numbers are 19641, 19642 & 19643. So few 

exist or have been discovered,  if you spot 

any, do let us know.    

Road trip ends here!  

The Romans were here, and they were not 

the first settlers or track builders, that prize 

goes to Iron Age Sam and his gang.   The 

significance of the crossroads adds fuel to 

the legend of the Roman road builders 

later confirmed in Ogilby’s work in the 

late 17th century.  The importance of the 

road made it a viable option for turnpiking 

in the 18th century.  Finding a trio of A30 

milestones confirms it as a principal artery 

out of London to the South West.  Toll 

roads did not exist on all parts of the A30. 

Finding a series of milestones on a non-

turnpiked part, would verify Ogibly’s 

earlier road trip, as the stimulus for the 

milestones, pre-dating toll roads. It could 

also date the stones as early as 1680s. So 

unique is the discovery in Henstridge, 

how many other locations in the UK can 

lay claim to so many fine historic relics?  

If you are interested, here are three 

milestones to spot: Coppleridge, 

Motcombe and East Knoyle in Wiltshire 

dated c 1778. And finally ending on a 

Roman note with the oldest known 

example of a milestone in our area, the 

Roman milepost at Stinsford Roundabout 

near Dorchester. Proof indeed of the 

longevity of those early Roman road 

builders. Happy hunting!  

 

Caroline Rowland ©October 2019 
Roman Milepost at Stinsford image courtesy of  David 

Viner's Roads, Tracks & Turnpikes 

Coppleridge by author 

East Knoyle by author 
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Blackmore Vale Forge 

General blacksmith and welding 
Telephone: 01963 364116 
Email: blackmorevaleforge@gmail.com 

 Winter Gardening  

 

Every garden deserves a tree - or 

several!  

Trees are one of nature's best 

'inventions', offering song perches, 

nesting sites, safe retreats, shade, 

blossom, foliage and highways in 

the sky. 

They are simply brilliant for wild-

life!  

Choose the right ones (and there are trees 

for every size of garden, including balco-

nies), and they will offer so much food and 

shelter for wildlife. 

Plus they will store carbon, helping in their 

own way to combat climate 

change. Planting a tree is a great way to 

mark a special occasion! 

Pick your spot carefully. Decide the best 

place for a new tree in your garden.  

Imagine how the tree will eventually look 

and the shade it will cast, in yours and 

your neighbours' gardens. Many trees can 

be pruned to keep them in check, but it is 

easier to plant a tree that will grow to the 

right size for your space. 

Trees for a small garden: 

•Small fruit trees (apples, crab apples, 

pears and cherries)  

•Hazel  

•Amelanchier (Juneberry/Snowy Mespi-

lus)  

•Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna)  

•Spindle (Euonymus 'Red Cascade')  

•Cornus kousa  

•Sorbus vilmorinii (a type of rowan with 

pink berries)  

•Sorbus Joseph Rock (a type of rowan 

with yellow berries)  

•Myrtle  

•Strawberry tree (Arbutus unedo)  

•Alder buckthorn  

•Purging buckthorn  

The cheapest way to buy a deciduous tree 

(one that loses its leaves in winter) is when 

they are dormant in winter (November to 

March) as a bare-rooted plant (easier for 

you to lift and carry)  

Alternatively buy them as potted plants 

but they are much more expensive and 

heavier to move. These can be planted out 

at any time of year, as can potted ever-

green trees.  

My advice is, unless you desperately need 

instant effect, to buy small: 'Whips' and 

'feathers' are much easier to plant and get 

established, and will soon grow.  

A little TLC. - Your new tree will need 

regular water during the first growing 

season, especially in dry weather. From 

time to time check the tree-tie is secure but 

not throttling the tree. You can remove the 

stake once your tree can support itself, 

usually after 2-4 years.  

Helen Howlett  
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Bird in Hand 

 
Your friendly local pub 

Skittle Alley available for functions 

Real Ale, local cider and guest beers available 

Lunch time bar snacks 
Sky Sports 

Telephone: 01963 362255 

Brian Kinder & Son 

Motor engineers 

Servicing & repairs to all makes 
 

Unit 7A Marsh Lane Industrial Estate,  
Henstridge BA80TG 

Telephone: 01963 363151 or 07714 293852 
Email: gkinder2808@gmail.com 

Web: www.briankinderandson.co.uk 

Quiet Corner Farm: Patricia Thompson 

Award winning apple juice 
 

Telephone: 01963 363045 

Satsuma Lanterns 

As the days get shorter and darker, 

anything that lightens the gloom is 

welcome, and these lanterns were 

always part of our winter teas and 

suppers. Apart from anything else 

they encouraged us to eat fruit. The 

method was taught to us by Danish 

friends when we were children.  

Take ‘easy peel’ satsumas – they are 

the best when it comes to removing 

the fruit whole and leaving the skins 

intact. Score round the hemisphere of each 

with a sharp knife, then carefully part the 

two halves, taking out the fruit segment by 

segment and leaving two cups of peel. 

From the centre of one half make sure you 

have a wick of pith, from the other cut a 

small circle about the size of a 20p piece. 

Drip candle wax round the bottom half, 

covering the wick with a little of it and 

allowing a pool of wax – you don’t want to 

drown it – to gather round the base. Leave 

both halves of the lanterns to dry for a 

little – overnight if you can – as that way 

they burn without sizzling. Light the wick, 

and place the top half gently over the base. 

Place on anything fireproof – foil dishes, 

china saucers, whatever you have - and 

switch out the lights. The glowing orange 

lanterns look very cheerful, and the smell 

of singeing satsuma skins is spicy and 

fragrant. If you don’t think the pith wicks 

look very viable, use a nightlight in the 

base instead.   

  

Simone Sekers © 2019  
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As a further aid to problem solving, we are including the answers to these puzzles on the 

Wot’s On web site. 
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 Useful Information 
Opening Times 
Post Office 9:00am—5:30pm Mon-Fri, 9:00am—12:30pm Sat 

Shop 8:00am—6:00 pm Mon-Sat, 8:00am-1:00pm Sun 

PO letter box collections 5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10:15am Sat 

Numbers to Note 
Chemist, Stalbridge Pharmacy 01963 362246 

District Councillor, Hayward Burt 07543 854391 

District Councillor, William Wallace 01963 370423 

Doctors, Milborne Port Surgery 01963 250334 

Electricity distribution (power cuts, emergencies) 105 (power cuts), 0800 072 7282 (emergencies) 

Hospital, Sherborne Yeatman 01935 813991 

Hospital, Yeovil District 01935 475122 

Local MP, David Warburton 01373 580500  

Parish Council (Emma Curtis) 07745 270285 or 01963 250925  

Police, non emergency and PCSO John Winfield 101 

South Somerset District Council 01935 462462 

South Somerset County Council—Single number 0300 123 2224 

St Nicholas C of E School, Secretary 01963 362308 

Village Hall bookings , Malcolm Stobart 01963 363380 

Wessex Water (water leaks, supply failure) 0345 6004600 

Clubs and Societies 

Art Group Liz Holbrook 01963 393193 Mondays 10am –noon, Village Hall 

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards 01963 362282 Tuesdays 7:30pm, Church Tower 

Blackmore Vale Lions Peter Oswick 01963 363281 

Blackmore Vale U3A Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Book Club Gail Cullum 01963 362878 3rd Wed monthly, 7:45 pm , Bird 

Brownies & Rainbows Jane Jeanes 01963 370769 Brownies Mon 6pm, St Nich Sch. 

CAMEO Ros Browning 01963 363016 1st Tues monthly, 7:45, Vill Hall 

Early Music Group Frances Eustace 01963 364340 Wednesday 10:30 am Village Hall 

Explorers Pre School Anna Swinburn 01963 363228 Mon-Fri 8:45am-3:13pm (termtime) 

Family History Group Linda Farnsworth 01963 365802 Alternate months, Village Hall 

History Group Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Line Dancing Ros Browning 01963 363016 Thursdays 7:45-8:45pm, Village Hall 

Loose Ends Dave Rabone 01963 362892 Fridays 10:30am-noon, Village Hall 

Sports Club Committee Steve Penny 01963 362157 

Women’s Institute Sue Latimer 01963 365765 3rd Tues monthly,  7pm Village Hall 
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