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What a summer of events and 

community participation we have 

had.  From the regular pub quizzes, 

to the Henstridge Foot Rally, to 

School events, and of course 

culminating in the Henstridge 

Festival.  What an amazing success! There 

can be few in the village who did not 

attend the first Henstridge Festival and 

who did not thoroughly enjoy the day! 

Our heartfelt thanks must go to Jane Rose, 

and all of her helpers and sponsors for 

their hard work in organising and 

implementing some great ideas that gave 

the festival a unique character. Have a 

look at the writeup, thankyous and 

pictures starting on Page 30 of this 

magazine.  Well done all, let’s hope we 

can make this an annual event that we can 

all continue to enjoy. 

There’s lots else to enjoy in this quarter’s 

magazine too.  All the church services in 

Henstridge and Templecombe and 

Horsington have now been added.  (Do 

check for any last minute changes though 

on the boards in the churchyard.) 

There are lots of pictures from the school 

end of year events, and the Explorers too!. 

Don’t forget to note a few of the key dates 

of upcoming events - have your calendar 

ready so you don’t miss anything. 

We’ve added details of many of the 

activities that are on offer at the Balsam 

Centre in Wincanton - there’s something 

going on there most days!  And an active 

volunteering programme, if that is what 

you are looking for. 

If cider is your thing, have a look at our 

special feature on page 29 and learn more 

about Laycock Cider. 

Colin Gray is featured in our Local 

Business section.  Not only is he a 

plumbing and heating expert, he is also a 

pretty dab hand with a paintbrush. We 

have included a few of his paintings too - 

see page 32. 

Once again Caroline Rowland has 

produced a really interesting read about 

conceivably one of our own, “Diana 

White” and her possible role and 

involvement in the lead up to and the 

early part of World War II. 

Finally of course thank you to all of our 

contributors, without you, there would 

not be much of a magazine…  Community 

involvement shows its strength once 

again. 
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 John Clarke 

Our village personality is John 

Clarke who has lived in Station 

Gardens for the past 20 years. John 

was actually born in Marnhull in 

1932 and continued to grow up and 

live there throughout the war years. 

One of eight children, three sisters 

and four brothers, he attended Todber 

School to the age of eleven after which he 

moved on to Marnhull school until leaving 

aged fourteen. In those days children over 

twelve were allowed up to 28 days a year 

out from school to help local farmers who 

were being encouraged to produce more 

food for the nation during the war.  The 

time away from school was loosely 

controlled and much of John’s schooling 

was actually spent in allotments growing 

vegetables! When he left school, he took 

up an apprenticeship at a local garage 

where he planned to learn the basics of 

motor engineering only to find he was 

largely used to sell petrol, wash cars and 

tidy the garage. Working hours were eight 

in the morning until six at night plus eight 

until 1pm on Saturday! Still very much a 

Victorian attitude towards working 

conditions and hours of labour. In 1951, 

aged 19 John was conscripted into the 

army and joined the Royal Mechanical 

Engineers. He was given the opportunity 

to learn the basics of motor engineering in 

the army workshops where he gained both 

practical knowledge and some mechanical 

theory.  John stayed in the army for the 

next two and a half years and qualified as 

tank mechanic. He became a tank driver, 

stationed in Benghazi, Libya. Demobbed in 

1953 he returned home to Marnhull aged 

23. One of his proudest memories is the 

award of “Stickman” on two occasions for 

being the smartest man on parade. The 

award was bestowed by HRH the Duchess 

of Kent who at that time was regimental 

Colonel-in-Chief. 

Prior to leaving, the army had given him a 

driving licence and John went on to take a 

bus driving test. He was employed by a 

local bus company and for many years was 

driving children to school both morning 

and afternoon. Between drives he would 

service and maintain the buses and later 

on, when the company contracted to 

deliver “meals on wheels”, he would drive 

a van to Sturminster Newton, where 

dinners were cooked, and make lunch time 

deliveries to local schools. 

Not wishing to continue for the rest of his 

life as a bus driver, John handed in his 

notice and looked for a new career. He 

moved into sales, signing up shops and 

stores to a new sales promotion scheme, 

Green Shield Stamps. In the 1960’s almost 

every shop and service station gave Green 

Shield stamps and the nation were avid 
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collectors. For five years John made good 

commission from the scheme, but with the 

withdrawal from it by major chains 

suddenly most shops de-listed and the 

scheme died. John was then unemployed. 

With the money he had earned he bought 

a plot of land in Stalbridge Weston and 

built a new home, becoming proficient in 

installing electrics and plumbing. He lived 

in the house for six months prior to selling 

it and buying a third property in 

Henstridge which he planned to extend 

and modernise. After fourteen years the 

property was sold and John moved to his 

present house in Station Gardens. While 

making the house improvements John 

started a driving instructor business at a 

time when women were just starting to 

drive and families were beginning to buy a 

second car. There were only three 

instructors in the area and John was 

working 40 to 50 hours a week yet still had 

a waiting list of clients! The business 

continued until he retired and during that 

time John taught many residents of 

Henstridge and the surrounding area to 

drive. 

In addition to being successful at work 

John is a keen sportsman. He was part of 

the successful Henstridge football team, 

playing in the 1960’s  and played cricket at 

Marnhull and Hinton St Mary winning the 

Dorset village county cricket cup. Today 

John is still playing sport and is a keen 

member of Sherborne Golf Club, playing 

off a handicap of 18 at an age of 87! 

John married Dee in 1970 and they have 

two daughters and 6 grandchildren. One 

daughter Kerry Anne Harris still lives in 

the village and she and grandchildren 

Dillon (13) Ethan (8) and Lilly (7) are 

regular visitors to their grandparents in 

Station Gardens. His other daughter, 

Joslyn lives in Weston-Super-Mare. She 

also has three children, Jack, Ruby and 

Harry; all frequent visitors to Station 

Gardens and perhaps responsible for 

keeping John so fit and young! 

Personalities continued 
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Welcome back – here is our news 

from this Summer Term; as usual, it 

is always the busiest in the life of our 

school so it’s a joy to share more of 

our achievements and celebrations with 

you; we hope you enjoy having a look at 

some of our photos: 

Teamwork is a huge driving 

force in our school and the 

children have just loved having 

lots of sunny outdoor 

opportunities at working 

together to enjoy being creative 

and imaginative. The children 

created these amazing grass 

sculptures at playtimes – bug 

hotels, race tracks, a unicorn 

and a cauldron. It was 

wonderful to see children of all 

ages working together in our 

fantastic outdoor space.  

Kindness is one of our many 

key Christian values and it 

underpins all we do with our St Nicholas 

children. We award weekly kindness tree 

leaves and celebrate this in our 

Wednesday Collective Worship 

Assemblies. A very special congratulations 

to four of our girls in Year 5 and 6 – Ruby 

in Year 6 for cutting her hair and 

donating it to the Princess Trust, Ruby 

in Year 5 for swimming the equivalent 

distance of the English Channel for 

Diabetes UK and also to Lauren and 

Ellie in Year 5 for running a full 

marathon for Dementia UK. In total, 

the girls raised well over £400. Our 

whole school community enjoyed 

saying congratulations to the girls 

during our Prize Day on the last day 

of term; there were many reasons to be 

very proud of our girls. Next term – 

Autumn – we will be embarking on 

more personal charity challenges with our 

children. Thomas, in September’s Year 6 
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team, has already commenced planning 

for his cycle challenge.  

We also have to congratulate all of our 

parents who organised and supported our 

Fever on the Field 2019. Thank you to all 

who attended this event – you helped us 

raise an outstanding £2502.70. All of this 

will go towards our special Christmas 

treat for our pupils; made all the more 

special as it will be free! Thank you to Sam 

Best and Cate 

Jameson, two of 

our parents, for 

making the 

Fever on the 

Field happen 

again this year. 

Super 

organisation 

from beginning 

to end.  

School trips also 

continue to 

feature highly on 

our agenda for learning – in July our Year 

5s enjoyed a fantastic Science workshop at 

St Mary’s, Shaftesbury. They loved 

learning about different materials and 

their properties – the bunsen burners were 

a real treat. Lots of fire and colour 

changing. We are currently planning 

another visit. The children also enjoyed 

having one of the St Mary’s staff over to us 

to run more Science workshops at St 

Nicholas.  A special thank you to Lauren 

and Ellie’s mum for giving up her time to 

work with us.  

We also enjoyed having a specialist 

Geography teacher in to work with us in 

July – Mrs Allen. Again, she will continue 

to work with us in the Autumn Term to 

ensure our pupils get an excellent 

provision in lessons.  

Sports Day was great fun and all 

the children did their best. Well 

done to Willow House for 

winning our Sports Cup this year; 

Henry, Willow House Captain, 

was very proud to receive the cup 

as it was his last year with us. 

Congratulations to Oak House 

(2nd), Beech House (3rd) and Ash 

House (4th). A special thank you 

to Miss Cochrane, our PE leader, 

for organising such a super 

Village School continued 
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afternoon for our children, staff, families 

and friends.  

Our children also love having visitors to 

school – we had a very special visit from 

Eddie, the Barn Owl. Here’s Maddie and 

Alfie showing their courage by holding 

Eddie all on their own! The children also 

learned many news facts about barn owls 

– one being, that they don’t go twit twoo. 

We also had a super trip to Weymouth – 

every child in the school was invited; the 

sun shone, the water was perfect and the 

seagulls swooped overhead. We managed 

to see two huge barrel jellyfish. It was a 

super, fun day with all children enjoying 

sea swimming, sand castle building and 

ice-creams before setting off home.  

Our Year 6 pupils had a super time on 

their residential at Swanage – here are a 

few of the things they got up to…Dorset 

Water Park, rock climbing, mud sliding 

and numerous hearty, much appreciated, 

healthy home cooked food. Thank you to 

Mrs Billington and Mrs Rozycki for 

organising and running this trip; the 

children had a fantastic time and the 

feedback was very positive indeed.  

Finally, to celebrate our achievements 

Village School continued 
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academically, everyone joined us for our 

2019 Prize Day and Year 6 Leavers’ 

Service. Prizes were awarded in all year 

groups for a range of different subjects and 

reasons: 

Reading – regular home reading. Thank 

you to Mrs Porter, our English Subject 

Leader, for donating all of the children’s 

prize books.  

Gardening and Outdoor skills – potting, 

planting, trimming etc in our school 

garden with our very talented garden 

expert Mrs Howell.  

Others included – Maths, English, Science, 

Geography, History and Art. We also 

awarded Sports/PE, Music and Drama, 

attendance (11 of whom achieved 100% 

attendance this academic year), kindness, 

pupil leadership and contribution to 

whole school life. 

For more of what we do, please do log on 

to our website on 

www.stnicholashenstridge.co.uk 

Once again, if anyone in our village wishes 

to come in and help out in any way, please 

do call in to our school office; we would 

love to hear from you as we are always 

seeking ways to improve St Nicholas. We 

love to embrace new ideas, opportunities 

and amazing talents as our children and 

staff love to learn new things. Thank you 

to all in our village who have kindly 

volunteered this year – I have very much 

appreciated your kindness and support. 

We will be in touch again soon with more 

exciting news.  

Mrs Alison Shearer - Headteacher 
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 Rainbows and Brownies  

The girls in both units have had a 

varied programme this term and 

have spent lots of time outside 

collecting objects in a scavenger 

hunt, making a shelter, toasting 

marshmallows over a fire they lit for 

themselves. They have played 

games and learnt skills which will 

help them in the future. Rainbows 

are very good at putting on slings. 

We have spaces in both units so please get 

in touch either with Jane or 

girlguidinguk where you can leave 

details on the Join Us page. It was nice 

to see people at the festival who came to 

the Guide stand and especially the 

adults who are interested in the newly 

formed Cadbury Trefoil Group. 

If we don’t have girls we don’t have 

viable units and there are very few 

games which can be played with small 

numbers. Girls do not need to attend our 

village school and as there are no units 

in neighbouring villages we welcome 

girls from over the Dorset border. 

Contact: Jane Jeanes 

 Tel: 01963 370769 or  07712 824747  

email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com  

News From Explorers Pre-School 

The Summer term has flown by and the 

children as usual have been very busy.  

We had our annual trip, this year to the 

Sealife Centre in Weymouth where the 

children were able to see lots of different 

fish, penguins, otters, sealions, turtles, 

sharks, stroke the starfish, eat ice cream 

and of course have lots of fun in the water 

play area. Thanks to the donation from the 

Henstridge Line Dancing club we were 

able to buy the ice creams for all the 

children. 

Our Sports Day was a great success and 

lots of fun was had by all including the 

parents and carers who joined in with the 

races and then stayed for a picnic in the 

school field afterwards. The children 

joined in with running races, the hat race, 

balancing bean bag race, bat and bean bag 

race and the “Altogether race”. Each child 

was presented with a medal and a 

certificate of their achievements. 

We hosted a picnic in the garden for 

Dragonfly class from St Nicholas school. 

All the children were very excited and 

were able to share a snack and have time 

to play together. This proved very popular 

and we were asked if they could come and 

visit every day!! 

As part of the Henstridge Summer Festival 

scarecrow competition, the children made 

a scarecrow with the help of Leanne 

Raison who was with us for her work 

experience from King Arthurs School in 

Wincanton. The Scarecrow was displayed 

at the front of St Nicholas School and the 

children were very proud of it. 

Our end of term picnic was held in the 

village hall this year as unfortunately it 

was too wet for the park. We said 

“goodbye” to the children moving to 
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MB Electrical – Part P Registered 

Mike Barnes domestic electrical work  
& PAT testing 

Telephone: 01963 363133 or 07966 108590 

Blackmore Vale Forge 

General blacksmith and welding 
Telephone: 01963 364116 
Email: blackmorevaleforge@gmail.com 

school in September. This year all 14 

children are moving to St Nicholas School 

and they were presented with a group 

photograph, a book of photographs of 

their time at Explorers and a story book. 

We wish them every success.  

During the summer holidays a group of 

parents, carers and staff will be painting 

the inside of the Explorers building, 

tidying the garden, washing chairs and 

generally cleaning and preparing the room 

for the start of the Autumn Term. We 

would like to say a huge “thank you” to 

you all.  

Explorers is open from Monday to Friday 

during term times.  

Sessions are: 8.45am-3.15pm, 8.45am-

12.00pm, 12.00pm- 3.15pm. 

 

For more information : 

Mrs Anna Swinburn - Supervisor  

07792 240804. 

email: explorers.preschool@hotmail.co.uk. 

Website: www.explorers-preschool.org.uk 

The Young Ones continued 
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Vicar: The Revd. Kevin Rogers  

The Vicarage, Church Street,  

Henstridge BA8 0QE   

Tel:  01963 363832   

Email:  revkrogers@gmail.com   

Churchwardens: 

Jenny Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: jennybates@waitrose.com 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Officers of the PCC: 

Vice Chair 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Treasurer 

Jane Raymond 

Details to follow 

 

St Nicholas Church HenstridgeSt Nicholas Church Henstridge  
Church Street 

Henstridge BA8 0QE 

 

Dear Readers, 

 Over the Summer break, thousands 

of young people would have had the 

privilege of being able to make use 

of the many and varied Christian 

Holiday camps around the country.  

Many an adult bears testimony to 

the life changer these camps have 

been to them in their respective faith 

journeys.  There is no doubt that 

what and how we invest in our 

children and young people, determines the 

fruit we see in their adult years. 

This is a principle of life.  What goes in, 

what we are exposed to, forms us and 

influences who we are, what we think, 

how we act and live our lives, and 
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ultimately how we respond to life events.  

It like building up a tool kit of knowledge 

and experience that we draw upon as life 

happens.   

Paul, a godly man of impeccable character, 

knew this only too well.  In one of his 

letters to his friends, this was his advice to 

them.  It was his advice from a heart of 

deep love, devotion and respect for his 

friends.   He encouraged and urged them 

with these words.  “Finally, whatever is 

true, whatever is honourable, whatever is 

right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is of good repute, if there is any 

excellence and if anything worthy of 

praise, dwell on these things.”   

These words of encouragement and advice 

are relevant to us, thousands of years later, 

especially with our ease of access, through 

the internet, to everything from the 

wonderful and inspirational to the 

depraved and debauched at the other end.  

Do we know what our children are being 

exposed to?  Are we aware of what we are 

exposing ourselves to?   

Our church seeks to be that safe place 

where godly character can be formed and 

developed through an exciting and vibrant 

faith.  Church is open to everyone.  There 

are no entrance criteria.  Just come and be. 

Yours in Christ, 

Kevin 

Vacancy 

Part time Church Benefice Administrative 

Assistant to the Rector.  Please contact the 

Rector, Kevin Rogers for an informal 

discussion and for further information on 

01963 363832 or at revkrogers@gmail.com. 

 

Ride and Stride 

Saturday 14th September is Ride and Stride 

day when people are encouraged to walk 

or cycle to as many churches as they can, 

to raise money for the Somerset Historic 

Churches Trust. This trust gives grants to 

churches undertaking projects and repairs 

to historic buildings. Please see the poster 

in the church porch for more details. 

If the idea of walking miles or pedalling 

around from church to church sounds like 

hard work there is an easier option. Our 

church is one of many that will be open 

during the day so that walkers can be 

refreshed or use our loo. There will be 

refreshments available during the day and 

maybe visits to the ringing chamber and 

information available about how you 

could help in the calling of people to 

worship by learning how to ring our bells. 

There is an invitation to any organisation 

in the village to have a promotional stand 

in the church during the day. This could 

be the day when you find a group of 

people who have the same interests as you 

do or if you are new to the village you 

make new friends or find out what goes on 

in Henstridge or what did go on years ago. 

It is also an opportunity to say thank you 

to the many volunteers who contribute to 

the smooth running of our church and all 

that happens in the building and in the 

village. Any money raised during this day 

will be sent to the trust and we should 

receive half back for our church.  

If you would like to know more, please get 

in touch with Jane Jeanes. On Sunday 15th 

the thank you is continued in our morning 

worship. 

 

Church Matters continued 
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 Church Services: September 2019 - November 2019 

See the churchyard noticeboard for latest details and updates 

St Nicholas, Henstridge 

1 September 

11.00 a.m.  Morning Worship  

6.30 p.m.  Evening Prayer 

8 September   

9:30 am  Holy Communion 

15 September 

11:00 a.m. Morning Prayer  

6:30 p.m. Choral Evensong 

22 September 

11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion  

29 September 

10:30 a.m.  United Service of Holy  

Communion at St John’s 

Horsington 

6 October (Harvest Festival) 

11:00 a.m. Harvest Worship 

6:30 p.m. Harvest Thanksgiving 

13 October 

9:30 a.m.  Holy Communion 

20 October 

11:00 a.m.   Holy Communion 

6:30 p.m.  Choral Evensong 

27 October 

11:00 a.m.  Holy Communion 

3 November (All Saints) 

11.00 a.m.   Morning Worship 

3:00 p.m. Service of Thanksgiving 

and Remembrance for 

Loved Ones Departed at 

St Mary’s, Templecombe 

6:30 p.m.  Evensong  

10 November (Remembrance Sunday) 

10:55 a.m. Service of Remembrance 

17 November 

11.00 a.m.  Morning Prayer  

6.30 p.m.  Choral Evensong 

24 November 

11.00 a.m.   Holy Communion  

See next page for services at St John’s Horsington and St Mary’s Templecombe 
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 Church Services: September 2019 - November 2019 

See the churchyard noticeboard for latest details and updates 

St Mary’s Templecombe 

1 September 11:00 am Morning Praise 

8 September 9:30 am Holy Communion 

15 September 11:00 am Holy Communion 

22 September 9:30 am Holy Communion 

29 September 10:30 am United service of 

Holy Communion at St John’s, Horsington  

6 October 3:00 pm Harvest Thanksgiving 

13 October 9:30 am Holy Communion 

20 October 11:00 am Morning Praise 

27 October 9:30 am Holy Communion 

3 November 11:00 am Morning Praise 

  3:00 pm Service of Thanksgiving 

and Remembrance for Loved 

Ones Departed 

10 November 10:00 am Service of  

Remembrance 

 10:50 am Act of Remembrance 

at War Memorial 

17 November 11:00 am Holy Communion 

24 November 9:30 am Holy Communion 

St John’s Horsington 

1 September 9:15 am Holy Communion 

8 September 11:00 am Morning Prayer 

15 September 9:15 am Holy Communion 

22 September 6:30 pm Harvest Thanksgiving 

29 September 10:30 am United service of  

Holy Communion 

6 October 9:15 am Holy Communion 

13 October 11:00 am Morning Prayer 

20 October 9:15 am Holy Communion 

27 October 8:30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

3 November 9:15 am Holy Communion 

  3:00 pm Service of Thanksgiving 

and Remembrance for Loved 

Ones Departed at St Mary’s 

10 November  10:50 am Act of Remembrance 

at War Memorial 

 11:15 am Service of  

Remembrance 

17 November 9:15 am Holy Communion 

24 November 8:30 am Holy Communion 

(BCP) 

Cornwall Seascape - painted by Colin 

Gray (see Local Business) 
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South Somerset Local Plan Review 

Some readers will be aware that a review 

is taking place of the South Somerset Local 

Plan (2006-2028) that was adopted in 

March 2015.  The SSDC flyer is reproduced 

in this edition of Wot’s On. 

The document for consultation can be 

found online at:  

https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/

preferredoptions 

It is probably fair to say that the existing 

Local Plan is failing to deliver as intended; 

as those who followed the Gladman 

planning appeal last year to build 130 

houses will be only too well aware. 

You will see that the purpose of the review 

is to identify “the proposed sites to be 

allocated to new housing and employment 

development in South Somerset over the 

20 years 2016 to 2036.  It also includes the 

proposed polices against which planning 

applications will be assessed in the 

future.” 

A significant change being proposed in the 

so-called Preferred Options Consultation 

(Regulation 18) paper is to recategorize 

Henstridge from being a Rural Settlement 

(“locations where there will be a 

presumption against development unless 

key sustainability criteria can be met”) to a 

Village (“settlements which are considered 

to be sustainable locations for small scale 

growth”). 

Will this be good for Henstridge - or not? 

We must remember that the restrictions on 

development afforded by the Rural 

Settlement category in the current Local 

Plan to date have been overturned by the 

District Council’s inability to demonstrate 

that it has a five-year land supply to meet 

its housing delivery target.  This was the 

Henstridge Parish  

Council 
Emma Curtis – Parish Clerk & RFO 

Henstridge Parish Council 

14 Everlanes Close 

Milborne Port 

Sherborne 

Dorset 

DT9 5FT 

Mob: 07745 270285 

Tel: 01963 250925 

Email: clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Web: www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Meet the Parish Council: 

Ken Courtenay - Chair 

David Nichols - Deputy Chair 

Howard Bentley-Marchant Barry Howlett 

Peter Crocker  Carolyn Nichols 

Simon Cullum  Andrew McMillan 

Adrian Gaymer  Jean Oswick 

Elspeth Graham  Jane Rose 

John Graham  

Administration for the council is dealt with by the Clerk and Proper officer, Emma Curtis.  

In the first instance, all enquiries should be made to the Clerk. 

District Councillors are: Hayward Burt and William Wallace (who is also County Councillor) 
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core reason for the Gladman appeal being 

granted last year, in spite of strong local 

opposition. 

The consultation document poses the 

question at 5.27: “how will development add 

to or diminish the sustainability of this 

community?”  There may be differing views 

on this, but it is a very important question 

for us. 

Is the proposed change of Henstridge’s 

category from Rural Settlement to Village 

simply an acceptance of reality brought 

about by the District Council’s inability to 

deliver its housing target, or is it an 

opportunity to be embraced? 

Everyone is invited to comment: 

Online via the website: 

www.southsomerset.gov.uk/your-council/

your-council-plan-and-strategies/planning

-policy/local-plan-review-2016-2036/ 

 

 

Email: Strategy@southsomerset.gov.uk 

Or, in writing to: 

Strategy and Commissioning 

Council Offices 

Brympton Way 

Yeovil 

BA20 2HT 

You will see from the copy of the flyer in 

this issue that drop -in sessions are being 

held in various locations nearby in July 

and August. 

Let the Parish Council know (preferably by 

email to the Clerk) what you think 

clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk  

Parish Council continued 

A copy of the consultation leaflet follows on the next 2 pages. 
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 Henstridge Parish Council Open Spaces 

Committee  

After the elections in May new members 

for the OSC were elected.  

Chair: Carolyn Nichols  

Members: Peter Crocker, John Graham, 

Andrew McMillan and David Nichols.  

Barry Howlett was elected the Allotment 

Representative and will be working closely 

with the OSC. Those of you who use the 

Recreation Ground will have noticed that 

the concrete base and old benches by the 

green shed have been removed. At the 

same time other stones and debris around 

the grounds were also removed. That area 

has been left ready for the placement of a 

new bench in memory of one of our Pa-

rishioners. A matching bench with wood-

en seat is also being placed in the play area 

at the request of several Mums who have 

found that, in hot weather, the metal 

benches get impossibly hot. 

Repairs to the green shed to rectify dam-

age caused by vandalism have been car-

ried out. As all the Perspex sheets in the 

roof were showing wear, they have all 

been replaced with metal cladding. Thanks 

to the help of David Nichols and Neil 

White who carried out all the work the 

only cost to the Parish was the materials. 

The spoil heap next to the green shed will 

disappear soon and be used to make a 

pump track. This will give us the oppor-

tunity to tidy up the whole area around 

the shed and boundary. There is a problem 

with dog owners not picking up after their 

animals in the recreation ground. The de-

bate on Nextdoor Henstridge shows the 

amount of disgust that is felt by members 

of the community. However, solving the 

problem is not easy. Although there is 

legislation in place to sanction irresponsi-

ble dog owners, it is difficult to apply. The 

Parish Council has always taken this 

matter very seriously. Linda Jones, our 

volunteer Parish Environmental Warden, 

gives a report at the Parish meetings re-

garding dog fouling in the village and con-

tacts the Environmental Officer at South 

Somerset District regarding irresponsible 

dog owners. 

The Parish Council has approved the hir-

ing of a Village Ranger from SSDC. He or 

she will come fully trained (including 

roadside), insured and able to carry out a 

multitude of tasks and will bring the tools 

to carry them out. It is a cost-effective way 

of getting jobs done in the Parish that our 

grounds men are not qualified to do. Be-

fore she left her post, Zöe drew up a sched-

ule of works that need to be carried out 

during any one year. From that starting 

point, we will then see what other work or 

projects can be carried out during the time 

allotted. 

Litter in the lanes and main roads is still a 

problem, and please do report any fly tip-

ping either online or to the Clerk. In gen-

eral litter in the village is less of a problem 

thanks to members of the public who have 

taken it upon themselves to pick up litter 

when they see it. Our next Litter Pick is 

Saturday 12th October. We meet at the 

village hall at 10am. Do come along it is a 

great way to meet people and also help 

keep the village tidy. There will, of course, 

be hot drinks and cake. We have child-size 

equipment so we can welcome families to 

come along too. 

Carolyn Nichols Chairperson 
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Viney Court, 
Viney Street,  

Taunton,  
TA1 3FB 

Tel: 01823 331222  

Email: info@somersetrcc.org.uk   

Website: www.somersetagents.org.uk 

 

Meet your new Village Agent! 

 

Hello, my name is Felicity Bailey and I am delighted to be writing my first message as your appointed 

CCS Village Agent. I am here to support individuals in the local community. 

 

The Village Agent Project is run by the Community Council for Somerset (CCS) and funded by 

Henstridge Parish Council. 

 

CCS Village Agents live in or near to the parishes they support and offer free and confidential practical 

support to local people. CCS Village Agents often help where others won’t, don’t or can’t.   

 

Some people find it difficult to get help and support they need for all sorts of reasons – they may be 

unsure of or do not know where to turn to, they maybe isolated or have no access to technology. Some 

may simply not want be a nuisance or think that no-one can help as they are not aware of what is 

available to them.   

 

As a CCS Village Agent that’s where I can help and be there for you. I will be able to support you in 

various issues such as benefit checks, fire safety checks or transport needs. I will be getting involved in 

your community and providing information tailored to your individual needs. Where there is a gap in a 

service and a need apparent, I hope to initiate new projects to support this, enabling positive change for 

people in the local community. 

 

I will be available in the area at Loose Ends and other events so I hope to get to know the community 

soon.   

  

So, please don’t be shy, if you think I can help you, get in touch.  Let’s find out! 

 

To contact me please call on: 07535276785 

Or email: felicityb@somersetrcc.org.uk 

 

To look at more of the work done by the Somerset Village Agent Project please see: 

www.somersetagents.org   
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 Keep in Touch! 

Refer to the Henstridge Online web-

site for more details and up to date 

information—

www.henstridgeonline.co.uk 

or look for Henstridge Village Hall 

on Facebook 

Or check out the “events” in 

Nextdoor Henstridge. 

Regular Weekly Activities in the 

Village Hall 

Monday morning - Art group (10am) 

Monday afternoon -  Bridge / Card Games 

(alternate weeks) (2:00 pm) 

Monday evening - Jazzercise (6.30pm) 

Tuesday morning - Jazzercise (9.30am) 

Tuesday evening - Yoga (7:00 pm) 

Wednesday morning - Jazzercise (9.30am) 

Wednesday morning - Early Music (10:30 

am) - see note below 

Wednesday afternoon - Baby and Toddler 

Group (1pm) 

Wednesday evening - Youth Club 

(6.30pm) 

Thursday morning - Debbie's Ladies 

Group (10am) 

Thursday evening - Line Dancing (7.45pm) 

Friday Morning - Loose ends (10.30am) 

Monthly group meetings 

Cameo – 1st Tuesday each month – Village 

Hall 7:45 pm 

Book Club – 3rd Wednesday each month – 

The Bird 7:45 pm 

Women’s Institute – 3rd Tuesday each 

month – Village Hall 7:00 pm 

Parish Council - 1st Monday each month - 

Village Hall Committee Room 7:30 pm 

Weekly or Monthly Events elsewhere 

Sundays - Henstridge Airfield Car Boot 

Sale 

Saturdays -  Park Run - Henstridge Air-

field (9 am) 

Monthly on Sundays - Friends of the Yeat-

man Car boot sale 

Celeste Nourse Photography 

BA (Hons) Photomedia, ABIPP, ARPS, ASWPP 
Creative, professional photography service 

Weddings, Portraits (studio / location) 

Special Events, Parties 

 
Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07989 637168 
Email: info@celestenourse.co.uk 

Web: www.celestenourse.co.uk 
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Wednesday Early Music Mornings 

10:30 - 12:30 Village Hall (from 9 Sept) 

This session is for singers (confident sight 

readers) and instrumentalists (recorders, 

violins, viols etc). 

We play music from the 16th and 17th 

centuries by composers such as Gabrieli, 

Lassus, Tallis and also explore some less 

well-known ones. It is a very friendly 

group and purely for our own pleasure, 

not for performance.  

It cost £5 a week but there is no commit-

ment to come every week (just let me 

know the week before if you expect to 

come).  More information about me is on 

my website www.franceseustace.co.uk 

Frances Eustace 01963 364340 

http://www.franceseustace.co.uk
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 Upcoming Activities 

Some dates for your diary: 

24 August - Wings and Wheels 

Vintage cars, airplanes, helicopters, 

all at Henstridge Air Field.  See the 

poster on the next page. 

31 August  - Concert 

A concert will be held in in St Nich-

olas Church, Henstridge at 6pm. 

A programme of recorder and vocal 

music will be performed by a talent-

ed young musician from Wells mu-

sic school, Felicity Lennard, and the Hun-

garian soprano Maria Marton. 

Wine and nibbles available in the interval. 

Free entry, with a retiring collection in aid 

of church funds. 

Liz Holbrook 

 

3 September - Blackmore Vale U3A Open 

afternoon - 2:30-4:30 Village Hall 

 

21 September - Yeatman Babies  

If you were born or gave birth at the Yeat-

man Hospital, the Friends of the Yeatman 

are inviting you to a party on 21st Septem-

ber 2019 at the Digby Memorial Hall, Sher-

borne, from 7pm  to 10:30pm. 

Admission is free and will be by ticket, 

which will be available, online by register-

ing at www.friendsoftheyeatman.org.uk/

birthreg or at Winstone’s Bookshop, Cheap 

Street, and the Sherborne Tourist Office.  

There will be a glass of fizz and nibbles on 

arrival, and the band is ‘Word Gets Out’. 

We look forward to welcoming you. 

Any queries to Elizabeth Turnbull (01935 

873846/07790 863518) Charity No: 1031326 

elizabethturnbull70@btinternet.com  

27 September - MacMillan Coffee morn-

ing - 10:30 am at the Bird in Hand.  Best 

cakes going! Not to be missed. 

5 October - Male Voice Choir Concert at 

St. Nicholas Church Henstridge.  Featur-

ing the Choir of Avon and Somerset Con-

stabulary. Please refer to the notice below. 

5 November - Blackmore Vale U3A 

Talk “Lost Features of Stourhead” 2:30 pm, 

Village Hall 
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 The Balsam Centre 

Many of you know The Balsam Cen-

tre because you’ve taken your chil-

dren there, seen a Health Visitor or 

attended a Play Together session. 

But there are so many adult activi-

ties here too, from Tai Chi and Pila-

tes to Choir and Drumming. Here 

are some of the activities you might 

not know about.  

IT Support, Wednesdays, 1.30pm - 

3pm. Have you bought or been giv-

en a mobile phone, tablet or laptop you are 

struggling to use?  From getting started 

with emails, finding out how to attach a 

photo or open an attachment, to setting up 

a Facebook account in the most secure way 

or learning how to use Word or Excel, this 

group is here to help you. Or maybe you 

are having a problem with your device. 

Four volunteers are on hand to give you 

one - to - one assistance and support.  

Booking essential – call 01963 31842 – and 

give us an outline of what you need and 

whether you have a pc, android or Apple 

device so we can give you the appropriate 

help.  

Art Group - Mondays, 9.45am - 12.15pm. 

This isn’t an art class; it’s a friendly, sup-

portive environment in which to paint or 

draw, where you can work in the company 

of others, chat, swap ideas, with a cup of 

coffee, and get help if you need it from 

Rob, a local artist who runs the group.  

Bring your own work/materials.  £3 per 

week.  

Soft Furnishings Sewing Class, Mondays, 

3pm - 5pm.  Learn how to make cushions 

and curtains etc with two highly skilled 

volunteers in a small class - booking is 

essential. £3 per week. We have sewing 

machines but if you are welcome to bring 

your own. (++NEW SEWING/REPAIR 

CLASS OPENING SOON IN TEM-

PLECOMBE++) 

Creative Craft Group, Thursdays, 6.30pm 

- 8pm.  Painting, quilling, inking, scrap-

booking, creative writing and drawing, 

this is a chance to get together with others 

and have some creative fun. Bring your 

skills and ideas and share with others. £3 

per week. 

Games Group, Wednesdays and Fridays, 

10.30am - 12.30pm. Why sit at home alone 

when you can come and play Scrabble, 

Rumikins, Uno and other card games? A 

great chance to chat and meet new people 

in this friendly group. £1 per week. 

Short Health Walks, Tuesdays, 10am and 

11.30am. Led by trained walk leaders who 

will support and encourage you. On Tues-

day mornings, 10am, there is a one-hour 

walk, starting from The Balsam Centre, 

that can split off after 40 minutes for those 

that find an hour too long. It follows paths 

in and around the town, so the ground is 

not always level. The 11.30am walk starts 

from Wincanton Medical Centre and is a 

half an hour walk on level ground follow-

ing surfaced footpaths. Longer, 4 – 5-mile 

walks start from various car parks across 

the county, weekly but on different days of 

the week. Pick up a brochure from the 

Centre or visit the website - https://

www.balsamcentre.org.uk/ - to find out 

more information. All walkers need to 

register at The Balsam Centre before their 

first walk. FREE. 

The Men’s Shed, Tuesdays and Thurs-

days, 10am - 12 noon. This group is as 

much about the camaraderie as it is about 

the woodworking! The group have been 
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Derek Etherington Dip(I.T.) BSc (Hons) 

Broadband, wireless / wired networks. PC, Mac, 
iPad, Smartphone, Tablet etc. Computer repairs 
and upgrades. Tuition available. Free local callout. 

Websites designed & maintained. CISCO trained 
Reasonable rates. Monday – Friday 9am-6pm 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07855 287150 
Email: info@dcenet.co.uk 

Web: www.dcenet.co.uk 

making small items for sale and wood-

turning the winning platters for the Win-

canton Racecourse, to pay for equipment 

and wood (and the tea and coffee!). £5 a 

month membership. Come and have a 

cuppa and see what happens in a Men’s 

Shed.  

An Introduction to British Sign Lan-

guage, Tuesdays, 9.15am – 11.15am, start-

ing September 10th. Run by the WEA, this 

class will introduce you to the basics of 

BSL. Places limited and booking essential. 

£44 for 6 weeks course (free to anyone on 

means-tested state benefits). 

Lip Reading, Tuesdays, 11.30am – 

12.30pm. If you struggle with your hearing 

or hearing aids in busy places, learning 

how to lip-read can help you. The room 

has a Loop system if your hearing aid sup-

ports this. £3 per week. 

The Balsam Centre has 120 fantastic vol-

unteers, who give their time for a wide 

range of activities from leading walks, 

running children’s groups, cooking and 

serving lunch in the Tuesday cafe, fund-

raising, teaching IT, art or craft, supporting 

breastfeeding mums, reading to children, 

helping at the nursery, and taking on trus-

tee roles. Their ages start from 14 and rise 

to 88 - there is no age limit! Volunteering is 

a wonderful way to connect to your com-

munity, to meet new people, and to help 

others. If you would like to get involved, 

come along and chat to Annette, our Vol-

unteer Coordinator, and see all the differ-

ent activities we run.  01963 31842 or email 

annette@balsamcentre.org.uk.  Further 

information can be found on our website - 

https://www.balsamcentre.org.uk/ 

 
CHARITY No: 1031326                                         

 

SUNDAYS 

7
th

 July  

8th September                                             

THE TERRACE SHERBORNE 

DT9 5NS 
SELLERS from 8.00am - £5 per car             

BUYERS 9am – 12noon – 50p                                  
Free Parking  

Sorry No Dogs 

 
Elizabeth Turnbull (07790 863518) 

 elizabethturnbull70@btinternet.com                    
 

mailto:annette@balsamcentre.org.uk
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 Henstridge Village Hall 

You will remember that in the last 

Wots on we talked about the new 

flooring for the main hall well that is 

now scheduled in for the 19th Au-

gust so the hall will be out of com-

mission for that week while the work 

takes place. 

We are embarking on the lounge 

refurbishment, new lighting throughout is 

being installed as is new panel heaters, 

colour schemes have been approved and 

blinds will be fitted to the windows and 

door. Many other small touches and im-

provements are being made, plus Cameo 

and Line Dancing have given us a very 

generous donation towards a dishwasher. 

To help us carry out this work funding has 

been sought, plus our own fund raising 

will be crucial to the project. We are in the 

planning stage of setting up a Pop up Cafe 

there are a lot of hurdles to overcome but 

we will keep you informed via Nextdoor 

Henstridge and Facebook. 

A raffle in aid of the Village Hall held at 

the Henstridge Summer Festival, raised 

£254 towards the refurbishment of the 

lounge. Prizes were donated by Geoff Jar-

vis, Dikes Superstore, Shirley Allum Fash-

ions and a celebration cake baked by 

Doreen Paginton plus lots of other prizes 

donated by generous members of the pub-

lic. 

Our monthly Car Boot and Table Top sale 

is very well supported. Don’t forget you 

can now have a Full English Breakfast as 

well as the usual bacon baps and home-

made cake. So if you have things you want 

to sell or you are looking for a bargain or 

just want to come in for a snack and a chat 

the Village Hall is the place to come. 

Our next fund raising event will be in cele-

bration of all the improvements that we 

have carried out this year. ‘Music on the 

Patio’ will be held on Saturday the 7th 

September. Music kindly performed by 

Stoat, we will have a barbecue and bar. 

Tickets will be available soon for £5 that 

includes a voucher for a hot dog or a burg-

er. Extra food will be available to purchase 

and there will be pudding, and children 

will be catered for. So come along and help 

us celebrate. Our Film Nights are not al-

ways very well attended so we are trying 

out different forms of advertising that we 

hope will reach a wider public. Our next 

film night is Sunday 8th September when 

we will be showing Red Joan, a spy thriller 

starring the wonderful Judi Dench. We are 

planning a Christmas Craft Fair on the 

16th November this is in its early stages so 

we will be giving out more information 

soon. 

We are getting ready to welcome Elvis 56 

and his band on the 2nd November, where 

we will be serving supper with an Ameri-

can twist, period dress is welcome, and 

tickets will be available soon. Our very 

popular Race Night with supper will be 

held on the 23rd November. Much of our 

income comes from the very many groups 

and activities that take place at the hall we 

are very grateful for their continuing sup-

port. If you are thinking of setting up a 
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group or activity we would love to hear 

from you. One group that many people 

have suggested to us as being needed is a 

slimming club so if anyone out there 

would like to set one up in Henstridge 

please get in touch. 

For information regarding hire of the hall 

please contact: Malcolm Stobart 

01963 363380 

Regarding fund raising events including 

tickets please contact: Ros Browning 01963 

363016 

Carolyn Nichols Chairperson 

Church Flowers 

Could you help arrange flowers in the 

church to enhance our worship? If you 

could, please talk to Jane Jeanes or put 

your name against one of the Sundays on 

the list in the church. You do not need to 

be an expert and we know that not every-

one is happy arranging large pedestals or 

window displays. We have flowers each 

week near the altar, except during Advent 

and Lent, and for festivals have windows 

decorated as well. There are one or two 

windows which are available for someone 

to put flowers in BUT please check with 

Jane before you put flowers in a window 

as it might be that the regular decorator is 

coming later in the day. 

Our next big decorate is for Harvest Festi-

val which is Sunday 6th October. Please can 

decorators or anyone who brings produce 

or dry goods to the church ensure that 

they are finished early in the day as we 

have the Police Choir on Saturday 5th Octo-

ber and they will be setting up during the 

afternoon. 

Jane Jeanes - 01963 370769 / 07712 824747 

News and events continued 
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 Church Cleaning 

We have a very small band of wonderful 

cleaners and brass polishers who keep our 

building looking spic and span. If we had 

a few more on our rota it would help all of 

us. If you could spare some time to help 

please talk to Jane. Most of us clean for 2 

weeks at a time so you could dust one 

week and maybe vacuum the other. We 

have brushes and dusters and a good Dy-

son. If you clean the brass there will be 

Brasso and a supply of rags available. 

Rainbows and Brownies spent an evening 

in June cleaning all the brass, including the 

things which are rarely seen now, and 

enjoyed seeing the shine appear. 

Jane Jeanes - 01963 370769 / 07712 824747 

Henstridge's 'Foot Rally' - our walking 

treasure hunt 

Despite a brief but heavy shower 5 

minutes after we started, 16 teams took 

part in what turned out to be a hugely 

enjoyable day for all concerned.  Hunting 

for clues cryptic and simple, disguised and 

obvious, amusing and poignant, some 60 

people and half-a-dozen dogs spent up to 

four hours striding and ambling, arguing 

and laughing their way round Henstridge 

looking literally high and low for clues.  

'The Bird' did duty as start and finish 

"Check In" for the three sections which 

covered the entire village.  As you can 

imagine, the winners came from those who 

determinedly did all three and first prize, 

and the trophy, went to the 

"Swashbuckling Seadogs" with a score of 

165 out of 191.  Coming home first in the 

'single-parent with children' category, with 

their own trophy, came the "Unicorns and 

Dragons", ably assisted by 'Shadow'...  My 

thanks go to Anne, Jane and Helen who 

helped organize and run it, and to Markus 

who sponsored the printing. 

We raised £83 towards the cost of our free 

Festival, so sincere thanks to all who took 

part.  

Andy McMillan 
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 Laycock Cider 

Locals will have noticed the new 

sign on the way to Sherborne. Lay-

cock Cider is pressed and made in 

Purse Caundle and is the brainchild 

of Angelo Ferrari the third genera-

tion of Ferrari’s who are well 

known to many in the village. An-

gelo’s grandfather moving into the 

area as farm working during the 

Second World War. Angelo, born in 

Templecombe Hospital, now lives 

in Milborne Port where he has an 

orchard of some two hundred trees, 

mainly Dabinett apples, but others 

include Yarlingtom Mill and Harry 

Masters, all local Somerset varieties 

grown since the nineteenth century. 

Angelo started cider making about 

five years ago just as a hobby, but 

following recovery from an illness, decid-

ed at the beginning of this year to start 

making commercial quantities of special-

ised cider and selling on to pubs, small 

shops and friends. Laycock makes up to 

7,000 litres of cider, 

medium dry, medi-

um sweet, and some 

Daninett single varie-

ty cyder. Taste is the 

most important in-

gredient; the alcohol 

content is about 6.5% 

but this is not the 

defining factor. 

Angelo has estab-

lished the business in 

a barn at Church 

Farm in Purse Caun-

dle and is hoping to 

extend the business 

to allow for eating 

and drinking on site, perhaps a pizza 

washed down with a glass on cider in 

lovely Somerset surroundings! 

For those more technically minded, the 

whole process takes two to three months 

from picking and receiving the incoming 

fruit. It is then washed, and any bad ap-

ples removed prior to pressing after which 

the juice is tested for acidity and its specific 

gravity. It is important to get this within 

the correct tolerance to ensure alcohol will 

destroy any pathogens remaining in the 

juice. The juice is pumped into stainless 

steel tanks which are sealed to prevent any 

airborne contamination and at a later stage 

the tanks are purged with carbon dioxide 

gas.  

After fermentation in the tanks, the cider is 

pumped into clean bottles and containers 

ready for consumption and enjoyment! 

Angelo welcomes visitors and you may 

contact him on 07730 452426 or by email 

info@laycockcider.co.uk 
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We Did It! What a Great Event! 

Our First Ever Henstridge Summer Festi-

val! 

With our Skate-park Extravaganza, our 

Kennel Club Dog Show, Stalls galore, Live 

Bands, Childrens’ Paintings/Dressing Up 

and Graffiti, Scarecrows & Stilt walk-

ers and then our fabulous Fire Act 

Simon Chainey & Sanktum Soundsys-

tem keeping everyone dancing 

through the evening – phew, what a 

feat! 

We hope that you all enjoyed our first 

ever event and want to say a BIG 

thank you to all who came to support it 

and share in 

the wonders of 

the day/eve 

with us. 

None of this 

would have 

been possible 

without the 

huge amount 

of effort and 

generosity of our many sponsors and vol-

unteers; our newly established HSF Com-

mittee, P.E.G., Henstridge Village Hall, our 

W.I., the Lions who did an excellent job 

with the parking, Templecombe Scouts, 

our own Girl Guides, our excellent photog-

raphers – Celeste Nourse, David Thomp-

son and Tony Collins, (take a look on FB) 

and dear George Edwards – handy-

man extraordinaire! 

 Last, but by no means least, our 

wonderful Parish Council who gave 

so generously for our seed funding 

so that we could get the event going 

and for allowing us to hold it on our 

beautiful recreation ground. 

There are of course many folk who 
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one way or another made this event hap-

pen, too many to mention here (and I 

wouldn’t want to take the risk of leaving 

anyone out) but I know that they know 

who they are and, as the HSF Event Lead, I 

want to ensure that they all know how 

grateful I am for all of their immense 

efforts. 

Early indications are that the festival has 

been financially successful beyond our 

expectations. This is especially rewarding 

considering that there were several other 

major events happening on the same day.  

A full report will follow in the next issue.  

We look forward to putting on the next 

HSF and would welcome additional com-

mittee members who would bring their 

ideas and enthusiasm to assist us in mak-

ing the next event even better!  

Jane Rose 
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 C & G Plumbing & Heating 

Colin Gray 

Over 10 years ago my wife and I re-

located from Surrey to South 

Cheriton where we have been very 

happy and both agree it is a lovely 

part of the country to live. 

After working for various local 

plumbing companies we decided to 

set up C & G Plumbing & Heating.  I now 

specialise in the smaller jobbing works 

which deals with anything from leaking 

taps to changing vented cylinders.  My 

wife Deb deals with all the administration 

side of the business. 

I cover the local area (10 mile radius of 

Templecombe) so therefore do not charge 

for travelling.  I carry a wide range of 

plumbing spares to enable me to try and 

sort out any problems in one visit. 

I trained at Guildford College in Surrey 

and achieved a City & Guilds with 

distinction. 

During my career in Surrey I worked for 

several plumbing and heating companies 

working in domestic and commercial 

properties; including schools, hospitals 

and office buildings. 

One of my first jobs in the early 1970’s was 

as a heating and plumbing apprentice at 

Brooklands in Weybridge, Surrey where 

they were assembling the fuselage of 

Concorde.  This was a very interesting 

place to work and an excellent start to my 

career. 

Once I had completed my apprenticeship I 

worked on various large sites for Charles 

Church and Martin Grant Homes who 

built new housing; a good learning curve 

for a young plumber.  After a few years I 

then began to specialise in commercial 

plumbing in schools, universities and 

office buildings. 

I have done several large commercial 

boiler houses and plant rooms over the 

years which were very challenging but felt 

a sense of achievement when completed.  

Some of these were – 

 Belmont School, Chiswick, London 

 Brunel University, Surrey 

 Hogarth School, Chiswick, London 

 Holloway College, Surrey 

 Rehabilitation Centre, Glastonbury 

In my spare time I have various hobbies, 

one of which is water colour painting.  My 

father was a talented artist and many years 
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C&G Plumbing 

 
All types of plumbing work undertaken from tap 

repairs to full installations. 

No job too small 
Experienced, reliable and professional service at 

Reasonable prices 
 

Telephone: 01963 371209 or 07766 186704 

ago, with my mother, we attended art 

classes.  From here my interest developed 

and I started painting many subjects, but 

New York scenes became my main 

fascination.   

Over the years I have enjoyed painting 

various themes.  Recently my main 

subjects have been local scenes, seascapes 

and buildings of interest 

A few years ago I had a small exhibition of 

my water colours thanks to Jenny at Divine 

Wines in Wincanton. 

Colin Gray 

T: 01963 371209 

M: 07766 186704 

New York 

Weymouth Harbour 

Old Cheese House, Stowell                                   
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 Henstridge WI 

Our activities continue apace and we 

have had some interesting speakers 

over the past few months. We now 

know how to organise a dinner party 

for the Queen and what goes on 

behind the scenes of the Registry 

Office! We look forward to a talk 

about the absurdities of life and 

growing up in the 21st century, and a 

talk about the army of the Raj. 

As members of Castle Gardens Gold Club, 

we enjoy a lot of benefits, including free 

and discounted plants and talks from their 

experts. 

Four of our member s attended a climate 

change demo in London, and were among 

12,000 other people with similar concerns. 

We were able to meet our MP and he 

talked to us for an hour on a very windy 

Lambeth Bridge. We were proud to carry 

our WI banner and to meet many other 

ladies from all over the country. 

Some of us enjoyed an Abba tribute band 

and danced the night away!  We have also 

had a visit to the Carymoor Recycling 

Centre and the Bridport Food Festival.  I 

hope some readers enjoyed the vintage 

teas supplied by us at the Henstridge 

Summer Festival. 

Our Winter programme is looking good as 

we have our 20th birthday party to look 

forward to! 

We may be small in number, but we are 

big on fun and friendship.  Come and join 

us.  We meet on the 3rd Tuesday of the 

month at the village hall at 7pm.  Next 

year we will start at 7.30. 

Sue Latimer - 01963 365765 

email:  susanlatimer155@gmail  

Line Dancing 

If you thought the hot weather would stop 

us you are wrong! We went to Stalbridge 

W.I. and did a few dances on July 4th. 

Everyone looked great in checked shirts. 

We were all given a Hot Dog an enjoyable 

evening was had by all. 

The numbers keep going up, but all are 

welcome. 

 A few of us are going to Castle Gardens to 

see Frankenstein performed by Illyria; let’s 

hope the weather is kind to us and them. 

We don't stop for the holidays, but there 

will be a break on August 22nd when the 

Village Hall’s new floor is laid. 

Price £3. 

Thursdays 7.45pm till 8.45pm 

Ros Browning— 01963 363016 

 

CAMEO 

We are now taking our summer break; the 

last meeting was the Patio Party at the 

Village Hall which went down very well. 

There’s lots of nattering and future plans. 

Our meeting on September 3rd is Martin 

Young giving a talk and slides about 

Ascension Island. If I remember rightly it’s 

about the plants. If not, it will be a nice 

surprise!. 

October 1st will be a Quiz night and 

hopefully memories of some of the 

members. 

Have a good holiday and enjoy the sun or 

showers, whatever we get. 

Meeting: 1st Tuesday of the month at 

7.30pm. 

Price £2. 

Ros Browning—01963 363016 
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Bell Ringing 

Ellen Edwards 

Tower Captain 

01963 362282 

 

Family History Group 

Since I last wrote for Wot’s On, the Family 

History Group put a display in our Church 

to remember D-Day.  It focused on those 

from our village who lost their lives 

during the D-Day landings or subsequent 

forays on the Normandy beaches. 

Especially those still residing in 

Henstridge, whose family and friends 

where involved at that poignant time, our 

efforts were appreciated. Others shared 

their memories of the village during WW2 

and events before D-day, namely the train 

crash below the bridge on A30, where the 

railway ran through the village. It was 

surprising how many people were not 

aware of this accident, which was silenced 

from public knowledge, to protect the 

secrecy of D-Day preparations. In fact, 

there is still little information on this to be 

found on the web! 

For the future, we intend to hold a stand in 

the Church on September 14th, to promote 

genealogical research and help others who 

wish to embark on this for their family. 

More about this will be published locally 

nearer the time. 

If you have any interest in Family History 

or would like to come to one of our 

informal bi-monthly meetings, please 

contact  

Linda Farnsworth     01963 365802          

henstridgefhs@gmail.com 

 

Henstridge Book Club 

The book club reads on through heat and 

cold!  We meet monthly and try to read 

new authors, new times, new countries… 

but still in the crime fiction / espionage 

genre.  There are usually 6-8 of us that 

make it to the Bird in Hand to discuss our 

latest choice (and put the world to rights!).  

You are very welcome to join us – even if 

you can’t make every meeting.  Our 

regular meeting date is the 3rd Wednesday 

of each month at 7:45pm at the Bird in 

Hand, so just come along one evening, or 

if you would like more information, -  

Gail Cullum - 01963 362878 

email – gailpcullum@gmail.com 

News from the Hive 

Are you enjoying the lovely weather? We 

are; especially those warm nights, but we 

have heard some of you find it hard to 

sleep. They mean we can store more honey 

and make better use of our time. Long 

days and short nights enable our worker 

bees to toil for longer and work so hard 

that their average life span in the summer 

months is around 38 days. Our Queen is 

laying almost nonstop at this time of the 

year and  bees feed her as she lays, while 

others find empty cells for her to lay eggs 

in. 

We are enjoying the flowers in your 

gardens and the hedges and are so pleased 

to see the blackberry flowers. Thank you 

for all the shallow dishes of water you 

have put out for us. Ken has been making 

sure we have enough space for our 

increasing numbers and is using up jam he 

doesn’t like in the wasp traps. 

We have had a few trips out to fetes and 

loved seeing so many people at the 

Clubs & Societies  continued 



 

 Page 36 

 

Henstridge Festival. Ken (and Jane) are 

getting entries ready for Gillingham and 

Shaftesbury Show and we hope you will 

be able to see their efforts in the Honey 

Tent or the results in print. The honey this 

year is delicious (perhaps we are biased) 

and there should be plenty of it along with 

candles, beeswax, polish and maybe even 

some wax wraps. 

Ken Jeanes - 01963 370769 

 

Loose Ends   

The Loose Ends coffee morning normally 

meets every Friday in the Village Hall 

Lounge from 10.30 am till noon. We 

thought that Krystal, the Village Agent, 

was going to arrange for another ‘pop up’ 

café to start on a different day of the week 

to cater for a younger clientele in the 

summer months. However, Krystal has 

now moved on to be a Macmillan worker 

so we have had the pleasure of her 

replacement’s company; Felicity will be 

joining us most Fridays. 

Zöe, the parish clerk, has also moved on to 

a full time job in Castle Cary after many 

years of being one of our regulars. 

However, we welcome Emma, who is her 

replacement and we have the pleasure of 

her company most Fridays should you 

wish to see the Parish Clerk. 

The summer weather has given us the 

opportunity to open the patio doors and 

promenade on the patio, which is now 

about 2 years old and was very useful for 

the Summer Fayre last week. Our 

membership continues to thrive and we 

have 26 people on our rota with a few 

reserves.  

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Forthcoming events will include the 

Macmillan Coffee Morning which will 

again be held at the Bird in Hand, on 

Friday September 27th. This is also the 13th 

anniversary of our group, so let’s make it a 

big party! More details will appear nearer 

the time on the noticeboard at Henstridge 

Online. Donations of Cakes and Raffle 

Prizes welcome at the Bird in Hand from 

Monday 23rd September, please 

David Rabone—01963 362892 

drabone10@btinternet.com 

 

The Art Group 

Enquiries to Liz Holbrook on 01963 363193 

or just turn up for a warm welcome. 

 

Henstridge Sports club. 

There are no projects or fundraising in 

course at present, but hopefully in the 

future we will have football or cricket in 

the village to support. 

Steve Penny 

 

Blackmore Vale U3A 

On Tuesday 3 September we are having 

our Open Afternoon.  It’s free admission, 

so come & see what we do. 

Henstridge Village Hall 2.30 – 4.30pm 

Glass of wine, tea & cake provided! 

On Tuesday  5 November Emily Utgren 

will be presenting a talk on the  ‘Lost 

Features of Stourhead’.                                                                                                                    

Venue: Henstridge Village Hall, 2.30pm 

Members £1.50, Visitors £2.50, 

refreshments included  
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Youth Club 

The summer term has seen us with 

bigger numbers attending then ever 

before - we have over 30 young peo-

ple turning up each and every ses-

sion! I think all the adults are glad the 

weather has been kind so we can be 

outside! 

We provide a number of activities - 

although the young people often have 

their own ideas about what they’d 

like to do with their friends once they 

arrive. Some prefer a quiet craft activity 

whilst they sit and have a natter; others 

just love to be outside burning off energy. 

We try to make sure we have something 

for everyone! 

We also have a number of new adult vol-

unteers who have joined the team and they 

are proving a great asset. At the moment 

we are sticking with running Youth Club 

fortnightly as it seems to work for every-

one. 

The summer saw us enjoying the outside 

space with a fab water fight one week and 

a session of Circus Skills with Steve Bur-

rows on another. 

As we move into the Autumn term, we are 

hoping to raise enough funding to pay for 

a Youth Worker to join our team. We have 

had a youth worker from County support-

ing us over a number of sessions and we’d 

like to pay to keep him - his knowledge 

and skills in guiding and supporting our 

young people in their personal, social and 

educational development to help them 

reach their full potential in society 

is invaluable. We have been learning so 

much from him and his presence is so ben-

eficial to the young people of our village. 

Let us know if you are able to support this 

fund-raising in any way. We must say 

thank you to the Parish Council who have 

agreed to help as much as they can and 

without their annual support there would 

be no Youth Club - we are so lucky 

that they see the important role in 

plays - it really isn’t just a place to 

hang out and have fun - it’s so much 

more than that… 

If you’d like to be involved do get in 

touch - we have a Facebook page. :) 

Victoria de Villiers 
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Westree Company 

Tree surgery, pruning, reductions, felling, stump 
removal, emergency tree works, logs for sale. 
Hedge trimming, reductions, planting, sheds, 

summerhouses, garden rooms,  
equestrian buildings, garages 

Telephone: 01963 362615 
Email: enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk 

Web: www.westreecompany.co.uk 

News from Quiet Corner Farm 

Forgetting to do things has now become a 

daily occurrence, perhaps to do with hav-

ing a glorious 90th Birthday Celebration on 

one of the loveliest days of the year, This 

really has been a beautiful summer but 

now there is an autumnal nip in the air. 

Sharpened by looking out at great heads 

of Golden Rod waving in the breeze and 

the Sedums beginning to colour up. But it 

is 3 o’clock, time to feed the bantams and 

let the ponies out to graze. The chickens 

have now gone but the two remaining 

blue Pekin Bantams moved their house up 

into the walled garden where they are 

happily wondering about scratching in the 

flower border, so I have had to wire it off! 

To my joy “our” hedgehog has returned 

again looking for its nightly feed of cat 

food (chicken and rabbit). Take your pick 

(from Henstridge Post Office)  

I have sat out until midnight on several 

evenings to catch sight of it feeding but 

there is a bit of competition in the shape of 

a black and white cat, so I have to be sure 

who gets what, but the cat gets short shrift 

from me! But I have seen the hedgehog, so 

I like to think I am helping it to fatten up 

for the winter’s hibernation. Hedgehogs 

are now so rare that if you see one in your 

garden start to put out food to help pre-

pare for the winter and get up to weight or 

it will not survive. 

Now to the orchards where a bumper crop 

of apples is already evident, so heavy it 

might break some branches. It takes three 

months of hard work to make our prize-

winning apple juice which I can no longer 

do. Fortunately, Peter says he will, but he 

still needs daily help for three months 

from young and nimble persons to pick 

the apples and wash them in preparation 

for crushing and pressing. Meanwhile, I 

will sit on my stool and tell those who 

come to make their own juice what to do 

next! It works very well and together we 

have a hilarious time whilst they do all the 

hard work.  

Ideally you need to bring about 80 lbs of 

apples in order to fill the press and take 

from it 15 to 20 bottles of juice. I use screw

-top wine bottles, or you may buy from 

new at the farm. 

Book in from mid-September if your ap-

ples are ripe with brown pips, (wait until 

they fall). Starting at 10am or 2 pm the 

whole process takes about three hours.  

I look forward to seeing old and new 

friends and I promise you will go home 

with lots of delicious juice. 

Patricia Thompson 01963 363045 

(leave a message I’ll call back) 

Quiet Corner Farm: Patricia Thompson 

Award winning apple juice 
 

Telephone: 01963 363045 
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 CROSSROADS, CROSSWORDS AND 

CROSSED FINGERS 

Diana White of Henstridge,  the Policy of 

Appeasement and the Road to War 

80 years ago, on Saturday 2nd 

September 1939 the headline of the 

Bristol Evening Post declares ‘No 

Answer from Hitler – World Still 

Waiting to Learn if Sanity Will 

Prevail.’ As Britain stands on the 

brink of war, with its policy of 

appeasement in danger of being shot 

to pieces,  Diana White of Henstridge 

is miles away from home, tucked up in her 

bed at Heathcott House in Kent.  

Diana inherits her love of the outdoors 

from her grandmother.  Her prize-winning 

poultry keep her busy. On one occasion 

when the Bedford lorry is out of action, 

Diana, unbeknown to her sister Daphne, 

stuffs her prized Mercedes Benz 500K full 

of gobbling geese and drives them to 

compete in the 

Gillingham show. 

Her shelf holds a 

number of winning 

cups and trophies.   

 Educated at Lord 

Digby’s School for 

Girls in Sherborne, 

she excels at 

mathematics and languages before sailing 

through a degree at Oxford University. 

She is a frequent visitor to Germany, 

spending her childhood in Berlin until the 

age of seven. After graduating she spends 

two years working at the German 

Embassy, making a good friend in the 

Englishman Martin Benedict. Returning 

home to rural Somerset she pursues her 

passion for poultry, closely followed by 

her love of hunting with the Blackmore 

Vale hounds and shooting.  Diana is a 

crack shot and so competitive that her five 

brothers all refuse to go out shooting with 

her.  She is at a crossroads in her life but 

soon a crossword will change this forever.           

Early in 1934 Diana takes part in a 

newspaper challenge to solve a 

mathematical crossword. Several weeks 

later a black Bentley rolls up at Yenston 

Manor and a rather smart looking man 

knocks on the door. Diana’s brother 

Arthur, a cheeky young rascal, answers it 

before anyone can get there and after some 

discussion, reluctantly lets him in, all the 

while thumbing his nose behind the 

gentleman’s back. Diana makes a mental 

note to have a word with the little joker. It 

seems she has won the competition and 

the gentleman is inviting her to London to 

claim her prize. Her suspicions, that a 

journalist surely could not afford to run 
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Mercedes Benz 500 K 

A Prized Buff Orpington 



 

 Page 40 

 

around in a Bentley, are dismissed.  No, he 

is not a newspaper reporter, he is the 

owner!  Three weeks later Diana is sitting 

on the Templecombe train to Waterloo 

contemplating her luck.  As she stands to 

open the window, the contents of her bag 

scatter over the carriage floor,  the lady 

opposite bends down to help her and their 

heads collide with a resounding crack.  

Dazed and dizzy, the faint-making head 

bang opens gashes as well as the door to a 

life-long friendship. Janet is also on her 

way to London to Whitehall where she is 

working for the Admiralty. By the time the 

journey ends at Waterloo,  Diana, 

persuaded by Janet,  is on her way to a 

new life in London.  Imagine her surprise 

on entering the office to see the same smart 

gentleman,  Mr Metcalfe, sitting behind 

the desk.  Newspapers and crossword 

prizes are forgotten as Diana quickly 

figures out what is happening. Her 

services are required. She is going to 

Germany where her skills and talents will 

be tested to the limit.  

Germany had never really agreed, only 

very reluctantly accepting of the terms of 

the Treaty of Versailles drawn up in 1919 

at the Paris Peace Settlements. Terms 

designed to curtail the country from 

becoming a great power again by 

demilitarization, taking away lands, 

forbidding foreign trading and demanding 

colossal economic compensation for the 

‘victorious’ Allies. Opinion is still divided 

over whether this was a fair settlement.  

Germany, no longer a monarchist 

authoritarian state due to the abdication of 

the Kaiser, begins a journey along the road 

of democracy. Foreign policy of the newly 

created  Weimar Republic is influenced by 

Foreign Minister Gustav Stresemann (1923 

– 1929) whose aim is to regain a dominant 

position for Germany in mid-Europe 

under the new conditions created by the 

war and the Treaty of Versailles.  In 1925 

Stresemann pushes for a security pact 

between Germany France, Belgium, Italy 

and Britain which formally recognises and 

secures the Western borders between 

France, Germany and Belgium. The 

resultant Locarno Treaties with its 

Rhineland guarantee seals a pledge of 

neutrality and that borders would not be 

violated. ‘Germany signs a non-aggression 

pact with France and Belgium.’  It should 

be noted the pledges and pacts against 

aggression did not amount to a formally 

defined ‘old style’ military alliance.  Paul 

Kennedy [The Realities behind 

Diplomacy] argues at this point the treaty 

is more significant for what is not 

guaranteed, primarily any Eastern 

borders.  He argues this could easily have 

been interpreted as an ‘indirect 

recognition of German claims against 

Poland and Czechoslovakia.’  

Adolf Hitler comes to power in Germany 

Henstridge History continued 

Lord Digby's school for Girls, now known as Sherborne 

House, viewed from the Paddock Garden in Newland. 
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on 30th January 1933, appointed Chancellor 

by President Hindenburg when the 

National Socialist German Workers’ Party 

poll the most votes becoming the largest 

party in the Reichstag.  

Hitler immediately sets about establishing 

his dictatorship and overturning the 

‘harsh’ terms of the Treaty of Versailles. 

His Foreign Policy, whether deliberate or 

opportunist,   aims to reclaim former lost 

territories in a bid to form a Greater 

Germany. Each move more antagonistic 

than the last, each appeased 

by Britain and its Allies;  The 

Rhineland, Austria, the 

Sudetenland, Czechoslovakia 

and finally, a goose step too 

far, Poland.  

In direct contravention of the 

terms of the Treaty of 

Locarno German forces march 

into the Rhineland on 7th 

March 1936. Britain, France 

and Belgium see this as an act 

of an increasingly aggressive 

Foreign Policy.  However,  

there is no appetite to 

take military action 

against Germany in 

the de-militarized 

zone. British Foreign 

Secretary Anthony 

Eden lays out the 

facts the British 

military machine is 

far from ready for 

another war, besides 

which …”many 

people, perhaps 

most people are 

saying openly that 

they did not see why the Germans should 

not re-occupy the Rhineland. In these 

circumstances, it was generally accepted 

that it was worth taking almost any risk 

in order to escape from that situation. 

“ [National Archives FO 371/19892]  Three 

months later at the Queen’s Garden Party 

in London,  Diana spots her friend Martin 

Benedict who mysteriously asks her to 

commit to memory the words ‘brave 

hearts.’ Diana will remain baffled until a 

dark day in August 1939 at Gleiwitz.  

Henstridge History continued 
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By the time Prime Minister Stanley 

Baldwin is replaced by Neville 

Chamberlain in May 1937, appeasement is 

firmly and controversially on the political 

agenda. Chamberlain urges Nevile 

Henderson 

now British 

Ambassador 

to Germany to 

‘take the line 

of co-

operation 

with 

Germany.’  At 

the banquet of 

the German-

English 

Society on 1st 

June 1937,  

Henderson 

is throwing 

a hissy fit.  

Winston Churchill’s loud condemnation of 

the Rhineland re-occupation is heard 

amongst those nearest to him as is his 

exclamation of making a stand against 

‘that bloody German corporal.’ Diana is 

doing her best to steer Churchill out of the 

way and into the path of the approaching 

German Ambassador to England, knowing 

Ribbentrop would want a word.  Soon the 

lively discussion of the two men descends 

into a heated debate expounding 

Germany’s right to re-occupy the 

Rhineland and Hitler’s fanatical desire to 

unite all Germans.   Diana continues to 

mix with other guests, for there is a higher 

purpose to her attendance, her excellent 

German means she is introduced to 

Ribbentrop as the German patriot, Lina 

Meyer.  

Hitler continues to pursue his agenda of 

expansion. Lina Meyer aka Diana is nearly 

caught on 12th March 1938 when German 

troops march through the street of Vienna 

declaring Anschluss. Austria is now a ‘state 

of the German Reich,’ fulfilling the first 

step in Hitler’s goal to re-unite all 

Germans. Undercover and facing the 

enormous task of tracking down an 

eminent Jewish scientist, she is caught up 

in the wave of soldiers entering the 

country. Despite the odds she succeeds in 

getting her charge and his daughter out of 

the country to safety in Britain.  

Even though Hitler repeatedly tells the 

world his only goal is to have all German 

people in one nation, everyone is getting 

Henstridge History continued 

Nevile Henderson British ambassa-

dor to Germany from 1937 - 1939 

Extract from a letter from Nevile Henderson, British 

Ambassador in Germany, September 6th, 1938 (FO 

371/21737) 

Appeasement, the policy of making concessions to the dictatorial powers in order to avoid conflict, 

governed Anglo-French foreign policy during the 1930s. It became indelibly associated with Con-

servative Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain. https://www.history.co.uk/history-of-ww2/

appeasement 

https://www.history.co.uk/history-of-ww2/appeasement
https://www.history.co.uk/history-of-ww2/appeasement
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twitchy as Hitler turns his attention 

towards the Sudetenland.   An area of 

some 11,000 square miles,  taken from 

Germany in the Treaty of Versailles to 

become part of Czechoslovakia.  Around 

25% of the population is German and it is 

the second objective on Hitler’s hit list.   

Henderson, once again in the thick of 

things, oblivious to the whisperings that 

he is a little too fond of Hitler, is planning 

to attend at Nuremburg to find out what is 

going on. His hand-written note appealing 

to the press to promote Hitler as ‘the 

apostle of Peace,’ is wisely rejected.   

In September 1938,  in an increasingly 

aggressive move Hitler is threatening to 

invade Czechoslovakia unless Britain 

supports his plans to take over the 

Sudetenland. This is a massive flash point, 

ramping up tensions across Europe and 

Britain, and a major threat to peace in the 

region. Chamberlain, Daladier (France) 

and Benes (Czechoslovakia) reject his 

proposal but at Mussolini’s (Italy) 

suggestion the ‘Big Four’ meet in Munich 

on 29th September 1938. The rationale 

behind the exclusion of Czechoslovakia 

and Soviet Union purporting to increase 

chances of coming to a decision and to 

build solidarity which is developing 

against Germany. Opinion is split. 

Appease or take military action? The risk 

for the ‘Big Four’ is whether Hitler is 

determined to fight whatever and 

occupying the Sudetenland represents a 

step closer towards his real goal of taking 

Czechoslovakia.  Hitler’s gamble is on the 

unwillingness to go to war over the 

Sudetenland and that appeasing his 

demands is better than forming an alliance 

with Stalin,  where the communist system 

of government in Russia is even more 

loathsome to the Western democracies 

than his Fascist dictatorship. Apparently, 

unbeknown at the time is the fact that less 

than an hour before the signing, Russia is 

mobilising troops to defend the Czech 

border. Had the British, French and 

Czech’s put their fleets on standby, it 

could have acted as an effective deterrent 

Henstridge History continued 

Letter from Anthony Eden to Neville Chamber-

lain, 1938 (CAB/23/92 f252  
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and a show of unity, with two possible 

outcomes, forcing Hitler to back down or 

face military action. The failure of Britain 

and France to turn to Russia and for Stalin 

to make mobilisation plans known, meant 

had war broken out at this point in 1938, 

the Nazi regime would have been crushed, 

Hitler discredited, and Germany could 

carry on with pride.  Chamberlain, 

Daladier and Mussolini agree to appease 

Hitler’s demands and sign away the 

Sudetenland and with it the mountainous 

region providing a natural defence for 

Czechoslovakia.  On 1st October 1938 the 

German army marches into the 

Sudetenland and less than six months later 

in March 1939 onwards into 

Czechoslovakia.  This appeasement 

prompts the resignation of Foreign 

Secretary Anthony Eden.  

Even after this Chamberlain still thinks he 

can do a deal with Hitler and avoid a war. 

It remains that he has to convince cabinet 

members, Daladier and the French 

Government.  After a further meeting with 

Hitler, Chamberlain is sure he has secured 

peace. Scan the QR 

code here with 

your mobile phone 

or tablet to see the 

short film ‘Peace in 

our Time.’ 

 By 1939 Diana has 

been working 

undercover for 

five years. Metcalfe in his private moments 

thinks of her as one of his very best agents. 

For some reason he doesn’t want her to go 

to Poland but typically Diana is 

determined to complete this last rescue 

mission.  It is August 31st 1939 and Diana 

is in southern Poland on the heels of the 

final Jewish scientist. This time she is too 

late. The man has been captured and sent 

to work for the Reich in Germany.   She is 

hiding near the woods at Gleiwitz waiting 

for her rendezvous.  It is here she 

witnesses everything.  The van with dead 

concentration camp victims, stripped of 

their striped rags and dressed in rough 

workman’s clothes -  ‘the partisans.’  She 

sees Alfred Helmut Naujock’s Schutzstaffel 

(SS) death squad disguised as Polish 

soldiers pushing a farmer into the vicinity. 

She sees the ‘Polish soldiers’ shoot the 

farmer and ‘the partisans.’  She even hears 

the broadcast in Polish urging the Polish 

uprising against Germany. Terrified she 

will be discovered before she is picked up,  

Diana stumbles towards the confines of the 

forest straight into the hands of one of the 

SS hit squad. 

Later, Diana will wonder why she wasn’t 

killed then.  She is in the back of a vehicle 

on her way to Mullers’ Gestapo 

headquarters in Berlin.  Subjected to their 

barbaric treatment, her next waking 

moment is in a filthy prison cell, her one 

conscious thought is to survive.  By the 

next session she is too far gone to see the 

silent SS Standartenfuher, Martin 

Brinkman at the back of the room strangle 

her brutal torturer Becker or to know he 

has already killed the man outside the 

room and the one at the desk. Why is an SS 

Colonel shouting the words brave heart at 

her?  Diana doesn’t realise how lucky they 

are to escape SS HQ, that her friend Martin 

Benedict, deep undercover, risks his own 

life to save hers, for she was unconscious 

for most of this time.  She nearly dies. She 

is too late to report the plot she has 

uncovered at Gleiwitz, for Britain has 

Henstridge History continued 
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already pledged to come to the aid of 

Poland in the event of German aggression. 

She misses the momentous wireless 

broadcast by Prime Minister, Neville 

Chamberlain, on 3rd September 1939 telling 

the nation that England, honouring that 

pledge, is  now at war with Germany. 

Diana awoke in her bed in the hospital at 

Heathcott Manor on 8th September 1939.   

Many ordinary people achieve 

extraordinary things.  No one in 

Henstridge knew of Diana’s contribution 

to the war effort. Local children teased her 

for wearing such ugly heavy shoes, 

following her up the road, dancing and 

jibing behind her. She never did reveal to 

anyone why she wore the unattractive 

footwear.  Every afternoon she sat in her 

favourite armchair, switched on her 

wireless and had a little snooze, her 

faithful friend Janet by her side, until one 

day in 1986 she fell asleep forever. 

You won’t find Diana’s grave in 

Henstridge churchyard, not because the 

grass is four feet tall in some parts,  but 

because it isn’t there. Nor is her headstone 

located in any other churchyard anywhere 

in the world.  Diana is an enigma. She 

embodies the nameless, faceless people 

who do their bit and risk their lives to keep 

us safe, then and every day since world 

war two. 

 

The credit for the plot of the missing 

scientists goes to Elleston Trevor’s ‘The 

Damocles Sword.’ Here you can read 

about his hero whose name I have used, 

Martin Benedict.  Whilst Brian Garfield’s 

book ‘The Paladin’ gave inspiration for 

this article,  and without giving too much 

away, some of the other little touches.  For 

accounts of the events at Gleiwitz – see 

Nuremburg Trials 1945, testimonies of 

Alfred Helmut Naujocks and Erwin 

Lahousen at  https://avalon.law.yale.edu/

imt/12-20-45.asp  

Caroline Rowland ©July 2019 

https://avalon.law.yale.edu/imt/12-20-45.asp
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/imt/12-20-45.asp
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF LEMON 

BARLEY WATER. 

I am writing this on what we are told 

will be the hottest day since records 

began, and as the tractor-loads of 

silage and hay rumble past our 

house, I remembered a recipe for a 

harvest drink, made at a Sussex 

farmhouse in the middle of the 19th 

century. The farmer and his family 

were Quakers, so harvest drinks 

were of the temperance variety – 

strictly no alcohol.  As even such things as 

small beer, which made use of boiled wa-

ter and was therefore safe to drink, was 

out of the question, a curious beverage 

called Stokos was made for the harvesters. 

Basically lemon barley water, but made in 

this case with oats. I made up a batch and 

found it both refreshing and satisfying, 

much to my surprise. I could see how 

parched harvesters might find it a good 

substitute for both food and drink.  

100g medium oatmeal (or porridge oats) 

75g golden caster sugar 

1 unwaxed lemon, sliced, pips removed. 

4 pints boiling water. 

Mix the oatmeal and sugar with little cold 

water, put it in a large jug and add the 

sliced lemon. Pour on the boiling water, 

stir thoroughly and leave to stand until it 

has cooled. Strain well, preferably through 

a cloth – it will be quite thick, almost 

milky in consistency.  Drink as it is, or chill 

it in the fridge –not an option available to 

most harvesters but very good. As a win-

ter drink, add a teaspoonful of ginger to 

the sugar and oatmeal, and serve hot. For 

the non-Q uakers amongst us a slug of 

whisky would be a good addition if you 

are fighting a cold. 

A friend remembers lemon barley water 

was served as an after-dinner drink to 

ladies at dinner parties. Liqueurs were 

considered ‘too strong’ . Most recipes for 

lemon barley water are made with pearl 

barley, which gives a thinner drink and 

less rustic than the stokos. This is very 

much nicer than anything out of a bottle, 

and well worth making.  

34 tablespoonfuls of pearl barley 

1.25 litres of water 

Juice of 2 lemons 

About 3 tablespoons of sugar. 

Put the pearl barley in a sieve and run cold 

water through it until the water runs clear.  

Put the rinsed barley in a pan with the 

water and bring to a full boil, then lower 

the heat and simmer for 10 minutes. Add 

the lemon juice and sugar, stir well and 

strain into a jug, through a piece of muslin. 

Check the amount of sugar and add more 

if the lemons were very juicy. Chill before 

serving.  

Simone Sekers 
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As a further aid to problem solving, we are including the answers to these puzzles on the 

Wot’s On web site. 
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 Useful Information 
Opening Times 
Post Office 9:00am—5:30pm Mon-Fri, 9:00am—12:30pm Sat 

Shop 8:00am—6:00 pm Mon-Sat, 8:00am-1:00pm Sun 

PO letter box collections 5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10:15am Sat 

Numbers to Note 
Chemist, Stalbridge Pharmacy 01963 362246 

District Councillor, Hayward Burt 07543 854391 

District Councillor, William Wallace 01963 370423 

Doctors, Milborne Port Surgery 01963 250334 

Electricity distribution (power cuts, emergencies) 105 (power cuts), 0800 072 7282 (emergencies) 

Hospital, Sherborne Yeatman 01935 813991 

Hospital, Yeovil District 01935 475122 

Local MP, David Warburton 01373 580500  

Parish Council (Emma Curtis) 07745 270285 or 01963 250925  

Police, non emergency and PCSO John Winfield 101 

South Somerset District Council 01935 462462 

South Somerset County Council—Single number 0300 123 2224 

St Nicholas C of E School, Secretary 01963 362308 

Village Hall bookings , Malcolm Stobart 01963 363380 

Wessex Water (water leaks, supply failure) 0345 6004600 

Clubs and Societies 

Art Group Liz Holbrook 01963 393193 Mondays 10am –noon, Village Hall 

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards 01963 362282 Tuesdays 7:30pm, Church Tower 

Blackmore Vale Lions Peter Oswick 01963 363281 

Blackmore Vale U3A Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Book Club Gail Cullum 01963 362878 3rd Wed monthly, 7:45 pm , Bird 

Brownies & Rainbows Jane Jeanes 01963 370769 Brownies Mon 6pm, St Nich Sch. 

CAMEO Ros Browning 01963 363016 1st Tues monthly, 7:45, Vill Hall 

Early Music Group Frances Eustace 01963 364340 Wednesday 10:30 am Village Hall 

Explorers Pre School Anna Swinburn 01963 363228 Mon-Fri 8:45am-3:13pm (termtime) 

Family History Group Linda Farnsworth 01963 365802 Alternate months, Village Hall 

History Group Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Line Dancing Ros Browning 01963 363016 Thursdays 7:45-8:45pm, Village Hall 

Loose Ends Dave Rabone 01963 362892 Fridays 10:30am-noon, Village Hall 

Sports Club Committee Steve Penny 01963 362157 

Women’s Institute Sue Latimer 01963 365765 3rd Tues monthly,  7pm Village Hall 
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