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Welcome to the summer edition of 

Wot’s On In Henstridge. In this edition 

we have focused on the new 

Henstridge Festival planned for 27 

July at the height of the summer! 

Make a note in your diaries now. It 

starts at 11am and goes on until late. You 

can call in at any time either for all day or 

just a few hours, there are a whole 

spectrum of activities available to attract 

all ages. Henstridge is a great village with 

a good community spirit. Many people 

have put in a lot of effort and hours into 

hosting the event, they deserve our 

support. If you want to get involved and 

meet new people in the village, help is 

required especially in setting up stalls and 

clearing up later in the day. Please phone 

Jane Rose 07761 185630 and offer your 

services. 

The Picnic in the Park last year was a little 

disappointing following the heavy rain 

that occurred that day; one of the very few 

wet days in the otherwise very hot 

summer. This year the Festival is fully 

prepared, with covered areas and 

marquees in case of inclement weather. 

But the festival should not be compared to 

previous years. It is Much More with more 

events, much more music and 

entertainment, stalls over a larger area 

aimed not just at children and teenagers 

but mums, dads and grandparents as well. 

Why not come for lunch or afternoon tea? 

Food and drinks will be available all day. 

Elsewhere in the magazine we say 

goodbye to Marcus and Emma Snow who 

have run the shop for the past years and 

introduce Bindi Patel who together with 

husband Sandeep have taken over the 

shop and post office.  

Our business focus is a well-known 

character in the village, Frank Lomas, one 

of the many highly skilled tradesmen who 

live in the parish. 

For those interested in railway history, the 

superb article by Caroline Rowland is a 

must, tracing the history of the railway at 

Henstridge and Templecombe from 

Victorian times up to the present day. 

Enthusiasts can even scan the QR code 

and see the 42 minute film about the re-

opening Templecombe station in 1983 and 

the efforts of local people to achieve that. 

Finally, would you like to join the Wots on 

Team? We are looking for a reporter to 

cover some of the events and help 

produce the magazine. Please contact Paul 

07810 817018 if you are interested. 

 

Personalities   2 

Village School 3 

The Young Ones  8 

Church Matters  10 

Parish Council  13 

Regular Actitvities  16 

Upcoming Activities 17 

News & Events  19 

Summer Recipe  21 

Special Feature  22 

Local Business 26 

Clubs & Societies  28 

Henstridge History  31 

In the Garden  38 

Fun & Games  39 

Useful Information  40 

E
d

it
o

r
ia

l 



 

 Page 2 

 New Owners of the Post Office 

Some readers will be aware that 

Marcus and Emma Snow have for 

some time being looking for a buyer 

of the village shop and post office. 

Bindi and Sandeep Patel took over 

the shop as from 1 March and have 

since applied to operate the post 

office side which is likely to come through 

very shortly. Bindi is already at the shop 

full time while her husband Sandeep 

continues to run their shop 

in Poole where they live, 

Sandeep is currently 

looking for a manager for 

the Poole shop allowing him 

to then join Bindi here. 

Bindi and Sandeep arrived 

in the UK from the state of 

Gujarat in the west of India 

in 2010. The family in India 

run a business in medical 

wholesaling so they were 

both used to running a 

business prior to their 

arrival in UK. 

Once the post office 

approval comes through 

Marcus will move on. He 

wants to change his lifestyle 

and take on a new 

challenge. (He is not sure 

exactly what yet, but 

something different!) 

Other members of staff are 

staying so no big changes 

are afoot. There are likely to 

be extended opening hours 

possibly from 7am to 8pm but it is yet to 

be confirmed. Some new lines will be 

introduced and with additional shelving 

and perhaps a larger chiller. Bindi is also 

considering new lighting and there are 

plans for a coffee machine. 

Other activities will stay. These include 

banking, paying in and payment of bills, 

mobile top ups, travel and medical 

insurance, foreign money exchange, and 

bus tickets through National Express. 

We wish them well for their new venture. 
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Welcome back to St Nicholas News: 

We have much to celebrate, so we 

will start with our wonderfully high 

level of sporting achievements this year. St 

Nicholas continues to heavily invest in 

physical and sporting activities for all 

children, ensuring that we do our best at 

all times, showing respect and patience to 

all we meet. 

Well done to all of our amazing athletes. 

This academic year, our school has 

celebrated the following at our local 

schools’ 2019 competitions: 

Football Tournament – 3rd place out of 10 

local schools. 

Tag Rugby Tournament  – overall 

winners. 

Netball Tournament – overall winners. 

Cross Country Competition – overall 

winners. (With some of our runners, once 

again, setting the fastest race time.)  

Our older pupils have certainly set the bar 

high and have inspired our younger 

children to be as active as possible. We are 

currently organising and planning for Key 
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Stage 1 sports, with one of the first events 

taking place at King Arthur’s this month – 

a multi-skills days in which the team learn 

many new skills.  

We also continue to celebrate excellent 

good work each day within the classroom. 

It has been a real pleasure to see so many 

examples of ‘trying your best at all times.’ 

We have seen fantastic mental maths 

work, high level number challenge 

solving, super joined handwriting, 

excellent spelling, persuasive letter writing 

to me to purchase a class pet, beautifully 

creative writing and talented sketching 

within Art. There have been lots of 

Headteacher golden sticker awards this 

term. 

Music is another great strength of St 

Nicholas. This year the choir has been 

heavily involved with performance and 

part singing. They sang beautifully at our 

Easter Celebration Service in St Nicholas 

Church last month and also at a number of 

different events this term – namely, The 

Gryphon School Choir Evening – ‘Youth 

Makes Music,’ and also at our mini-concert 

with soloists, duets and group 

performances. The Sound of Music piece 

was a favourite for all – especially since 

Village School continued 
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one of our Reception pupils played Gretl, 

the youngest of the Von Trapp children. 

Each class continues to be very fortunate 

each week here, as all the pupils at St 

Nicholas receive weekly lessons from our 

very experienced music teacher.  

This year we also introduced our LOTC – 

learning outside the classroom – 

workshops. These happen each Friday 

with a small group of pupils. All children 

in upper key stage 2 have (or are 

currently) enjoying this work. Have a look 

at the photographs on our website ‘Well 

Being and Healthy Minds’ tab – bird box 

making, preparing for and making fires, 

baking apple and lemonade cake, slack 

lining skills, orienteering and map reading 

skills and much, much more. The children 

have truly enjoyed every minute of the 3 

day workshops – we will be awarding the 

Village School continued 
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children with their folder of work and 

certificates.  

We are always updating and improving 

systems and work in school – one of our 

most recent celebrations of outstanding 

teamwork is that of fundraising for our 

new computing resources.  

We have reached our target for new 

resources and now the children are merrily 

enjoying using our new chrome books. It is 

lovely to see all pupils in the class with one 

chrome book each. Our older pupils 

whizzed through their History and 

Geography lesson this week as they all had 

the correct resources to work with. A 

sincere thank you to all who fundraised 

for us – excellent teamwork.  

This term we have also enjoyed our 

weekly visits from Rev Kevin and Mrs 

Lorna Rogers. The children have loved 

their interactive Collective Worship 

Sessions and we are all enjoying getting to 

know one another much better. Our school 

community very much looks forward to 

building up a strong working relationship 

with Kevin and Lorna.  

Thinking ahead then, my staff, Board of 

Governors and pupils continue to be 

committed to doing the very best we can at 

all levels of school life. We have big plans 

for whole school projects such as (1) 

emotion coaching in all classes, (2) 

installing a new wooden floor in our 

assembly hall, (3) Year 6 residential to 

Cumulus Outdoor Activity Centre (4) 

updating curriculum resources – to 

include assessment materials, (5) economic 

awareness in Years 1 and 2 with our 

younger pupils – via the purchase of our 

first school pets! These are just some of our 

exciting times ahead… 

We are always looking for support and 

‘extra hands’ so if you wish to come in, get 

a DBS clearance to work alongside our 

pupils and work with us, please do phone 

Tracy or Jane in the school office. We will 

all be more than happy to help.  

Village School continued 
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In finishing our news, I would like to 

thank those very kind members of the 

village who have generously given us gift 

donations to purchase new resources for 

our pupils at St Nicholas. This is a much 

appreciated gesture – thank you. 

Mrs Alison Shearer - Headteacher 
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 Rainbows and Brownies  

We have all been working hard to 

earn badges this term and trying lots 

of new activities and some old 

favourites including making and 

eating pancakes.  

7 Brownies and 3 Rainbows (plus 

one from Hertfordshire) and several 

Guides and Rangers ( wearing brand 

new uniform tops) joined with 

others from all across Cadbury 

Division to take part in an activity day and 

sleepover in King Arthur’s school 

Wincanton during the Easter holiday. They 

enjoyed many activities: making slime, 

Harry Potter wands, dressing fairies, book 

folding and writing with feather quill pens 

to name a few. This wouldn’t have been 

possible without all the leaders who gave 

up 2 days and a night to make this happen. 

Some travelled a long way to be back in 

the fold again. 

We have spaces for girls in both units but 

Rainbow numbers are very low and the 

unit is only viable because they meet on 

the same night as Brownies. Rainbows are 

girls from 5-7 and meet in the primary 

school for an hour each week. We have a 

varied programme and lots of fun but our 

small number means some activities are 

not easy to run. 

Please get in touch with Jane Jeanes or 

leave your details with girlguidinguk. 

Contact: Jane Jeanes   

Tel: 01963 370769 or  07712 824747  

email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com  
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News From Explorers Pre-School 

We would like to thank everyone who 

came and supported our Explorers 

Eggstravaganza on Good Friday. We 

raised an amazing £950 which is going 

towards enhancing the indoor area of the 

Pre-School and to buy ICT equipment.  

During the Easter break a working party 

made up of Committee members and 

parents came and painted, cleaned and 

made a new musical wall, water pipe 

feature, chalk board and white board for 

the children to use in the garden. These 

have proved very popular and we thank 

all those involved for giving up some of 

their holiday to help. 

We have had yet another busy start to the 

Summer term with the children being 

involved with activities relating to 

“Growing Plants” incorporating the story 

of Jack and the Beanstalk. They have been 

planting runner beans, French beans, peas, 

potatoes and Sunflowers, building the 

giant’s castle from bricks and beanstalks 

from playdough and duplo.  

We are holding a Princess and Pirate week 

to help raise money towards Crackerjacks 

which is a charity who help disabled 

children and their families. The children 

will be dressing up, going on Treasure 

Hunts, “walking the plank”, making 

crowns and dancing. 

Explorers is open from 8.45am-3.15pm 

Monday to Friday during term time. 

For more information : 

email: explorers.preschool@hotmail.co.uk. 

Mrs Anna Swinburn - Supervisor  

07792 240804. 

Website: www.explorers-preschool.org.uk 

 

The Young Ones continued 
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Vicar: The Revd. Kevin Rogers  

The Vicarage, Church Street,  

Henstridge BA8 0QE   

Tel:  01963 363832   

Email:  revkrogers@gmail.com   

Churchwardens: 

Jenny Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: jennybates@waitrose.com 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Officers of the PCC: 

Vice Chair 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Treasurer 

Jane Raymond 

Details to follow 

 

St Nicholas Church HenstridgeSt Nicholas Church Henstridge  
Church Street 

Henstridge BA8 0QE 

 

Dear Readers, 

I have taken great delight in seeing 

our garden begin to take shape with 

the care and work that has gone into 

it in recent weeks – thanks to my 

wife and the wonderful help of a 

friend.  Spring has triggered the 

growth that, if not checked, will 

become overgrown and unwieldy.  

And so, as old wood is cut back and 

weeds removed, plants that were 

once smothered and struggling to survive, 

begin to thrive once again, bringing their 

colours, scents and textures back into the 

garden.  Pruning is some cases seems 

harsh, and yet experience tells us that it is 

necessary to enhance the fruit and flowers.   
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 Plants we didn’t even know where there, 

are making their appearance in grand 

style. 

Life can sometimes be like this garden too.  

Our lives can become beset with problems 

and we can too easily find ourselves off 

balance and out of kilter.  We lose 

perspective and find ourselves searching 

for peace, for meaning, for purpose.  The 

weeds, those things in our lives that seem 

to choke us, despite their promise of 

freedom and excitement, leave us empty.  

And we long to have the space again in 

our head and in our environments to 

dream and to be all who God created us to 

be.   

At Easter, we thanked Jesus for being 

willing to rescue us from this overgrown 

and unwieldy state.  We reminded 

ourselves of all that he went through on 

that first Easter so that we would not have 

to.  And his resurrection from his certain 

death, has empowered us to begin to 

thrive and blossom in his love.  Our minds 

have been freed from guilt, anxiety and 

hopelessness.  Not only did over 500 

people in his day see, touch and hear him 

in different places over a 40-day period, 

but we today now know his presence with 

us, closer than a friend.   

Like the Spring bringing in a new sense of 

joy and life, so we too experience afresh 

the joy of life again, despite our 

circumstances, knowing that Jesus, the 

Gardener, is sometime pruning, 

sometimes watering, sometimes admiring, 

and always present to provide the right 

conditions for us to thrive.  Jesus said, “I 

came that they may have life, and have it 

abundantly”. (John 10:10) 

Wherever you are in the garden of life, do 

feel able to join us at any of the Services 

and events we advertise – there are no 

criteria for attendance or participation as 

all are welcome, always! 

Yours in the name of the Gardener who 

loves us, 

Revd Kevin 

 

New Church Treasurer 

Our previous treasurer, Richard Scambler, 

has been in office since 2012 but this year 

has decided to stand down, as he and his 

wife Maryrose are hoping to move house 

to be nearer their two daughters. 

Richard also previously held one of the 

churchwardens posts.   He was presented 

with a patio rose called ‘Sweet Memories’ 

and thanked by the two current 

churchwardens for his hard work and 

commitment to the church throughout the 

years. 

The position of Treasurer has now been 

taken on by Jane Raymond, ably helped 

with the weekly general finances by Keith 

Bates, as Assistant Treasurer.    

 

Lent Soup Lunches 

A very big thank you to the 5 people who 

hosted Lent lunches this year. They raised 

money for St Nicholas church and for 5 

charities. The lunches were a way of 

reaching out to the community and were a 

way of meeting friends old and new. 

Jane Jeanes 

Church Matters continued 
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Church Services: June 2019 - August 2019 

See the churchyard noticeboard for latest details and updates 

Church Matters continued 

2 June: 

11.00 a.m.   Morning Worship  

6.30 p.m.   Evensong 

9 June (Pentecost):   

10:30 am   United Service of Holy  

Communion at Henstridge 

16 June: 

11:00 a.m.  Holy Communion  

6:30 p.m.  Evensong 

23 June: 

11.00 a.m.   Holy Communion  

30 June: 

10:30 a.m.   United Service of Holy  

Communion at St Mary’s 

Templecombe  

(with the Milborne Port bene-

fice) 

6:30 p.m.  Choral Evensong 

7 July: 

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship 

6:30 p.m. Evensong 

14 July: 

9:30 a.m.   Holy Communion 

21 July: 

11:00 a.m.    Morning Prayer 

6:30 p.m.   Evensong 

28 July: 

11:00 a.m.   Holy Communion 

4 August: 

11.00 a.m.    Morning Worship 

6:30 p.m.   Evensong  

11 August: 

9.30 a.m.  Holy Communion 

18 August: 

11.00 a.m.   Holy Communion  

6.30 p.m.   Evensong 

25 August: 

11.00 a.m.   Holy Communion  
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Once in a lifetime; Henstridge Parish 

Elections. 

I am reliably informed by villagers much 

older than me that it is beyond human 

memory as to when we last had a Parish 

Election, and I find this sad. Parish 

Elections are completely different from 

any other election, but equally important if 

you care and have an interest in your 

community, and the fact that, in the past, 

very few villagers seemed to care about 

their community was dispiriting. 

Firstly, our councillors are non-political; 

we leave any political views we may have 

at the door. Rather our duty is to promote 

the best interests of the parish and the 

parishioners; we advise on planning 

matters and fight very hard if we feel that 

the community does not want a certain 

development, with varying degrees of 

success. We look after the local spaces, and 

over the last few years have added the 

Green Gym and the pathway around the 

Rec, both of which came with no cost to 

the community, being funded by grants, 

but have become great assets to the wider 

health of the villagers. We try and keep the 

public areas tidy and clean, and sponsor 

summer fun days for families. Therefore 

you will not see all or any of the 15 or so 

candidates knocking on your door to push 

their particular policies; they don’t have 

any, except for the well-being of the 

village. 

While we are all inundated by the media 

and social media within our homes with 

all sorts of political claim and counter-

claim, this will not happen in parish 

elections. You have to be a bit more pro-

active when it comes to the Parish Council. 

We run regular monthly meetings usually 

on the first Monday of the month at 7.30, 

and everyone is welcome to come and see 

Henstridge Parish  

Council 

Elvyns 

Wavering Lane East 

Gillingham, SP8 4NX 

Tel: 01747 826401 

Mob: 07745 270285 
Email: clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Web: www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Meet the New Parish Council: (at time of press, positions had not been agreed). 

Howard Bentley-Marchant Andrew McMillan 

Ken Courtenay  Carolyn Nichols 

Peter Crocker  David Nichols 

Simon Cullum  Jean Oswick 

Adrian Gaymer  Jane Rose 

Elspeth Graham   

John Graham  

Barry Howlett 

Administration for the council is dealt with by the Clerk and Proper officer, Zöe Godden.  

In the first instance, all enquiries should be made to the Clerk. 

District Councillors are: Hayward Burt and William Wallace (who is also County Councillor) 
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the council in action. If you have 

something on your mind there is an 

allotted time at the beginning of the 

meeting where members of the public are 

welcome to bring up subjects that they are 

concerned about. There is also the annual 

Parish meeting on the 29th May in the 

village hall where you can ask questions 

and talk to all or any of the Councillors; 

please do come. 

The more you get involved with village 

life the more rewarding you will find it; 

you may one day find yourself standing 

for election!, but if you are waiting for the 

village to come to you, you may well be 

disappointed.  As John Lennon so aptly 

put it - “And in the, the love you get is 

equal to the love you give!” 

Simon Cullum 

Be Home Safe event 

On Wednesday 17th April, the Parish 

Council hosted a Be Home Safe event, 

which included talks from Avon and 

Somerset Police’s Cybercrime Prevention 

Officer, Devon and Somerset Fire and 

Rescue Service, PCSO John Winfield from 

Wincanton Police Station, Kristel Van Der 

Schyff (Village Agent) and Careline South 

Somerset. Top quality cakes and teas were 

provided by Henstridge WI. The event 

was very informative and several residents 

took advantage of free fire safety 

inspections for their homes, as well as 

benefitting from the useful advice from the 

speakers. 

Community Speedwatch 

We have a local Community Speedwatch 

team which is proven to help reduce 

speeding in the village. The team are in 

need of new members, so if you have a 

couple of hours to spare a few times a year 

and you’d like to help tackle speeding 

vehicles in the Parish, please get in touch 

with the Parish Clerk. 

Vacant allotments 

Henstridge Parish Council has several 

vacant allotment plots. If you want to 

grow your own fruit and vegetables and 

are prepared for the amount of WORK it 

takes to keep an allotment, get in touch 

with the Parish Clerk. Gardening is a great 

way to keep fit too! We are happy to let 

half allotments if a whole one is too much. 

We can arrange for you to view the 

allotment site to help you decide if an 

allotment is for you. 

Annual Parish Meeting 2019 

Preparations are underway for the 2019 

Annual Parish Meeting, which will take 

place on Wednesday 29th May in the 

Village Hall. This is not a Parish Council 

meeting, although we do have 

responsibility for making sure it happens 

each year. It is the opportunity for local 

groups to feedback on their achievements 

and activities from the previous year and 

for residents to raise any issues that they 

feel the Parish Council should be 

addressing. We like to try and make an 

event of it, so we will be inviting a guest 

speaker and there will undoubtedly be 

cake! 

White Gates for Yenston 

In response to a request from Yenston 

residents, the Parish Council recently 

applied for a grant to cover the cost of the 

installation of white gates. The Avon and 

Parish Council continued 
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Blackmore Vale Forge 

General blacksmith, welding & steel fabrication 
Telephone: 01963 364116 
Email: blackmorevaleforge@yahoo.co.uk 

Somerset Police Community Trust has 

very kindly awarded £2800, which will 

cover the cost of supplying the gates. 

White gates are a reminder to drivers that 

they are entering a residential area and 

need to reduce their speed accordingly and 

have been shown to be effective. 

Help at hand for disadvantaged children 

Have you ever wondered what would be 

the best way to help children who are 

living in difficult circumstances? Most of 

you reading this lead comfortable lives. 

But there are hundreds of children across 

Somerset growing up in families which are 

struggling to cope, due to unemployment 

and a wide range of personal problems.   

Research shows that providing a mentor 

for a young person from a disadvantaged 

background can make a significant 

difference for them.  PROMISEworks is a 

Somerset charity which recruits, trains, 

matches and supports local volunteer 

mentors, each of whom then builds a close, 

long-term relationship with a 

disadvantaged youngster.   

When asked about their own experiences, 

the responses of the young people have 

been heart-warming:  “She takes the stone 

from my heart”, and “Mentors are like 

pillars. If they weren’t there the roof would 

fall in”. 

We have more than 60 mentors already 

operating in Somerset and are looking to 

double this number over the next year or 

so.  Many of the children and young 

people  we support are on the edge of, or 

have recently left, the care system.  

PROMISEworks is keen to find more people 

to volunteer as mentors, and to raise funds 

to support our work.  If you could help 

with either of these, please visit our 

website at www.promiseworks.org.uk.  

Thankyou.  

Michael Fox 

Litter Pick events 

We will be running our regular litter pick 

days again this year. The dates for your 

diary are: 

 Saturday 11th May 

 Saturday 3rd August 

 Saturday 12th October 

Each event will run from 10am to 12pm. 

As always, we will provide litter pickers, 

gloves, high-vis jackets, bin bags and 

refreshments on your return to the Village 

Hall. 
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 Keep in Touch! 

Refer to the Henstridge Online web-

site for more details and up to date 

information—

www.henstridgeonline.co.uk 

or look for Henstridge Village Hall 

on Facebook 

Or check out the “events” in 

Nextdoor Henstridge. 

Regular Weekly Activities in the 

Village Hall 

Monday morning - Art group (10am) 

Monday afternoon -  Bridge / Card Games 

(alternate weeks) (2:00 pm) 

Monday evening - Jazzercise (6.30pm) 

Tuesday morning - Jazzercise (9.30am) 

Tuesday evening - Yoga (7:00 pm) 

Wednesday morning - Jazzercise (9.30am) 

Wednesday afternoon - Baby and Toddler 

Group (1pm) 

Wednesday evening - Youth Club 

(6.30pm) 

Thursday morning - Debbie's Ladies 

Group (10am) 

Thursday evening - Line Dancing (7.45pm) 

Friday Morning - Loose ends (10.30am) 

Monthly group meetings 

Cameo – 1st Tuesday each month – Village 

Hall 7:45 pm 

Book Club – 3rd Wednesday each month – 

The Bird 7:45 pm 

Women’s Institute – 3rd Tuesday each 

month – Village Hall 7:00 pm 

Parish Council - 1st Monday each month - 

Village Hall Committee Room 7:30 pm 

Weekly or Monthly Events elsewhere 

Sundays - Henstridge Airfield Car Boot 

Sale 

Saturdays -  Park Run - Henstridge Air-

field (9 am) 

Monthly on Sundays - Friends of the Yeat-

man Car boot sale - see advert. 
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CHARITY No: 1031326                                         

 

SUNDAYS 

5
th

 May,  7
th

 July  

8th September                                             

THE TERRACE SHERBORNE 

DT9 5NS 
SELLERS from 8.00am - £5 per car             

BUYERS 9am – 12noon – 50p                                  
Free Parking  

Sorry No Dogs 

 
Elizabeth Turnbull (07790 863518) 

 elizabethturnbull70@btinternet.com                    
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Bird in Hand 

 
Your friendly local pub 

Skittle Alley available for functions 

Real Ale, local cider and guest beers available 

Lunch time bar snacks 
Sky Sports 

Telephone: 01963 362255 

Vale Auto Services 

Low Cost Motoring Centre 
Premium service at sensible prices 

MOT £40 while you wait: Monday-Saturday 

Servicing, Repairs, Diagnostics, Tyres, 
Laser Wheel Alignment 

Free Collection / Delivery / Courtesy Car 
Telephone: 01963 362843 

Web: www.valeautoservices.co.uk 

Upcoming Activities 

Some dates for your diary: 

11 June: - Open Garden 

Drop-In with drinks and 

canapes  Tues 11th June 2019 

between  5.30 and 8.30 

pm.  Attractive courtyard 

garden in central Sher-

borne.   

EXCLUSIVELY  FOR 

FRIENDS OF THE YEAT-

MAN HOSPITAL AND 

THEIR GUESTS. 

For details, and to reserve your 

places, please email: mjlu-

cas10@outlook.com or phone 

07506 422573. If demand is high 

numbers may have to be restrict-

ed. (This is not a ticketed event, but dona-

tions for FOYH on the evening will be 

gratefully received). 

 

22 June - Fever on the Field at St Nicholas 

C of E Primary School - see the ad below: 

23 June - Blackmore Vale Lions Club Golf 

fun day - details to be confirmed. 

5 October - Male Voice Choir Concert at 

St. Nicholas Church Henstridge.  Featur-

ing the Choir of Avon and Somerset Con-

stabulary. Further details in the Autumn 

Edition of Wot’s On 

Keep the date! 
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A Fun Fundraising Event!! 

Saturday 22nd June 2019 10.00 to 12.30pm - Henstridge Airfield 

 

Beat other teams on a Raft Race around the lake & new team challenges for 2019! 

 

 

1
st

 Prize:  A free flight from Henstridge Airfield for the winning team! 

 

This fun event is aimed at raising funds to give children with cancer a great day at 

Henstridge Airfield 

***** 

Teams of 4 (you can enter more than one team) 

First come first served – places limited to 10 teams 

Entry: £80 per team - Over 18s only - Open to local businesses and social groups 

***** 

10am start for safety brief with free tea and coffee 

12.30 midday presentation to the winners plus complimentary soup and a roll for all 

entrants 

Rafts are pre-built ready to race!  

All activities and equipment provided free by Steve Burrows Training 
Event further supported by Henstridge Airfield 

To register your interest email info@steveburrowstraining.co.uk or call 07710120564 
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 Henstridge Village Hall 

Having had our AGM on May 14th 

there may be new committee mem-

bers and a change in the people car-

rying out the various functions with-

in the committee.  Any changes will 

be put on the notice board soon after.  

But whatever changes take place all 

the members will be working very 

hard in the year to come to maintain 

and improve the Hall, and to expand the 

use of the facility for the benefit of our 

community. 

At the AGM we will have unveiled a 

plaque to show our appreciation for the 

grant received from the Quartet Commu-

nity Foundation for the new heating in the 

main hall. 

We should have approved quotes and 

made a decision on the contractor for the 

new flooring in the main hall and lobby, 

and all being well August will see the job 

carried out. Grants are being sought to 

help with covering the cost. 

We then turn our full attention to a general 

spruce up of the main kitchen and the re-

furbishment of the lounge. We have a very 

exciting new project in mind that could see 

us in collaboration with a very dynamic 

project that has taken place in Wincanton 

and the lounge update will facilitate this.  

Fund raising and forward planning has 

been keeping us all busy. 

Car boot and table top sales are held the 

fourth Sunday of every month and are 

going from strength to strength; they are 

very well attended by both stall holders 

and the public, helped no doubt by the 

lure of John’s breakfast delights, and Ju-

lie’s yummy cakes.  

There will be a Film Night towards the 

end of July. Details will follow shortly. 

The Village Hall has offered its facilities 

for free to Henstridge Summer Festival on 

27th July and we will be holding a Grand 

Raffle with exciting prizes to raise money 

for the hall. 

Our usual Race Night and also A Night 

with Elvis 56 and the If I Could Dream 

Band will be held in November. Full de-

tails in the next Wot’s On. 

We are canvassing for ideas for fund rais-

ing events and we also welcome feedback 

from all those that attend our events. You 

can message us on our face book page or 

on Next Door Henstridge as a private con-

versation with a committee member or Westree Company 

Tree surgery, pruning, reductions, felling, stump 
removal, emergency tree works, logs for sale. 
Hedge trimming, reductions, planting, sheds, 

summerhouses, garden rooms,  
equestrian buildings, garages 

Telephone: 01963 362615 
Email: enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk 

Web: www.westreecompany.co.uk 

Quiet Corner Farm: Patricia Thompson 

Award winning apple juice 
 

Telephone: 01963 363045 
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public message, or any of the old fash-

ioned ways of communication! 

Hire of the hall and lounge is expanding 

and the income will help towards the im-

provements we are aiming to achieve in 

the year ahead. 

As this is the end of our business year I 

would like to thank all of our stake holders 

and all those who attend their groups or 

functions. 

A big thank you to all the friends of HVH 

who give up their time to help us. 

Without you all we would not have such 

vibrant community hub. 

Lastly may I, as Chair of HVH, say thank 

you to the members of the committee for 

their support, dedication and for the enor-

mous amount of time given in the service 

of their community. 

Carolyn Nichols Chairperson 

 

Church Flowers 

Thank you very much for the floral dis-

plays in the church on Easter Sunday. It is 

always nice to have flowers once again 

after Lent. It makes us appreciate them 

even more. The list is on the table in the 

church if you feel you could provide flow-

ers for a Sunday. Maybe you would like to 

celebrate an anniversary or remember 

someone special. You don’t have to be an 

expert and if you feel you couldn’t do 

them yourself but have flowers to offer 

they will be much appreciated. 

Give Jane a ring. It would be lovely to 

have lots of flowers for our joint Pentecost 

service on 9th of June. 

Jane Jeanes - 01963 370769 / 07712 824747 

Church Cleaning 

Do you like cleaning brass or polishing 

wood? If you do, could you think about 

offering to help keep our church building 

clean? Our list of volunteers is rapidly 

getting shorter due to illness and house 

moves. 

Please give Jane a ring if you think you 

could help. 

Jane Jeanes - 01963 370769 / 07712 824747 

Derek Etherington Dip(I.T.) BSc (Hons) 

Broadband, wireless / wired networks. PC, Mac, 
iPad, Smartphone, Tablet etc. Computer repairs 
and upgrades. Tuition available. Free local callout. 

Websites designed & maintained. CISCO trained 
Reasonable rates. Monday – Friday 9am-6pm 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07855 287150 
Email: info@dcenet.co.uk 

Web: www.dcenet.co.uk 

Brian Kinder & Son 

Motor engineers 
Servicing & repairs to all makes 

 

Unit 7A Marsh Lane Industrial Estate,  

Henstridge BA80TG 
Telephone: 01963 363151 or 07714 293852 
Email: gkinder2808@gmail.com 

Web: www.briankinderandson.co.uk 

MB Electrical – Part P Registered 

Mike Barnes domestic electrical work  
& PAT testing 

Telephone: 01963 363133 or 07966 108590 

C&G Plumbing 

 
All types of plumbing work undertaken from tap 

repairs to full installations. 

No job too small 
Experienced, reliable and professional service at 

Reasonable prices 
 

Telephone: 01963 371209 or 07766 186704 

News and events continued 
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 Youth Club 

Henstridge Youth Club is going strong! 

We have a good number of young people 

who attend every week without fail and 

others who pop along when they can.  

Just a few more weeks until we have a 

number of new faces...  

Local year 6's will be welcome to join us at 

Youth Club from the session AFTER the 

half term break (and after their SATs tests). 

This gives them chance to get to know 

some of the young people who will be at 

their new Secondary school - and hopeful-

ly help them to feel more confident about 

becoming independent and travelling on 

the bus to school. 

The lighter, and hopefully warmer, eve-

nings mean we have lots of outdoor activi-

ties planned for the coming term. We're 

looking forward to games of Rounders and 

'Capture the Flag' as well as a session of 

circus skills, a barbecue and water fight 

and we hope a night of 'It's a Knockout!' 

If you know of any young people in Sec-

ondary School now - or about to start Sec-

ondary School this September, please en-

courage them to come along - we are a 

friendly bunch and welcome new faces! 

Victoria 

 

BROAD BEAN TOPS – an early 

taste of summer. 

If you grow your own broad beans, 

these are a treat as they have the fla-

vour of the beans before the beans 

themselves are ready. Nipping out 

the top shoots of the plants as they 

come into flower is supposed to stop 

the usual invasion of black fly, but it 

is a pity to throw them away. Wash them 

very thoroughly, as the black fly could 

well have already settled in, then steam 

the leafy greens for about ten minutes un-

til tender, before tossing them in butter.  

You can then serve them with sausages, or 

hot ham, or chicken, or anything you like 

which goes well with that broad bean fla-

vour. They are also good raw if they are 

still very young – test a leaf first to check 

for toughness – then add them to a green 

salad.  

Simone Sekers 
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Make a note in your diary now for Satur-

day 27 July, the first ever Henstridge Sum-

mer Festival! It was felt that this year 

something very new and exciting was re-

quired that would have something for 

everyone and would really put Henstridge 

on the map. 

This new event is the brainchild of Jane 

Rose who has lived in the village for 22 

years and is heading up a dedicated team 

of locals committed to putting on an event 

that will really get our village rocking! 

The festival will fill the recreational 

ground and central to it will be an outside 

arena with a dance tent and an acoustic 

stage giving dancers and musicians a real 

forum for entertainment. Much of the festi-

val will be under cover so if we do get a 

shower, there will be no excuses for non-

attendance! 

At the time of writing, we are still 3 

months away but we already have so 

much filling the day with entertainment 

for all ages. 

Music: Signed up for music on the 

day….with more bands to come are “The 

Producers” a Jazzy Blues Band, Contempo-

rary dance and Sanktum Soundsystem of 

Stalbridge giving us DJ Workshops for 

those who fancy having a go. Music will 

provide a backdrop throughout the festival 

and in the dance tent through the evening. 

Look out for the Giant Jukebox Competi-

tion now open for entries with several fab 

prizes! You can enter by following us on 

Facebook at “Henstridge Summer Festi-

val” or submit your entry on Next Door 

Henstridge.  

International Stars: Both youngsters and 

adults will have the amazing opportunity 

to have free Skate Boarding and BMX les-
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 sons with international stars from King 

Ramps who will also be demonstrating 

their professional skills! More information 

and a video of what they can offer is on 

our Facebook Page. 

Retro Games: Others might want to try 

their skills in the Retro Games area - Welly 

throwing, the Un-rideable bike, Hoopla, 

the Secret Key Game, Sponge Throwing, 

Coconut Shy and so much more. or just 

enjoy a relaxing cup of tea and delicious 

cake with the Vintage Tea Party ladies. 

Serenity & Wellness Area: Should you 

want to deeply relax with a sumptuous 

treatment or have your Tarot read – this 

area is for you. Stalls selling beautiful 

products all within a tranquil environment 

– time out for you. Have you ever hank-

ered to paint some graffiti? Well now you 

can with the help of a professional mural 

artist. Our Circus Skills arena is for adults 

and children alike…….. look out for the 

guys on stilts!  

Children’s Area: with so much to do our 

children will play for hours here - Circus 

Skills, Mural Painting, the Giant Dressing 

Up Box, Face-painting, Children’s’ Thea-

tre, Inflatable Slide and so much more. 

Dog Show: We have the Kennel Club 

overseeing the Companion Dog Show in-

cluding for fun the waggiest tale etc and 

we have Dog 

Agility – come 

along with 

yours and have 

a go! 

Food & Drink:  

Bar: Of course 

most important-

ly we have a 

fully working 

bar selling 

beers, ciders, 

various gins 

and wines and 

even a specially 

created Prosec-

co Cocktail! 

Food: We have 

freshly made 

pizza to order 

from Bakerman Dan’s Pop Up Pizza Pi-

rate, delicious food from the Virginia Ash 

Stall, Burgers, Ice-creams, Cake and more! 

Our Vintage Tea Party: We don't know 

about you but amidst the festival fun, 

games and frivolity we know we will want 

a cup of tea and a slice (or two) of deli-

cious home-made cake to keep us going 

ready for the next round of cocktails/beers 

into the evening. Available all day - look 

out for the festival waitresses (blue hair, 

vintage aprons, trays of cakes) also spread-

ing their festival vibes around the site.  

Festival Scarecrow Competition: Do you 

want to be part of the Festival Scarecrow 

Competi-

tion?  

To Enter: 

Make 

your own 

festival 

scarecrow 

as whacky 

and crazy 

as you like 

but 

dressed in 

glad rags 

ready to 

be entered 
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 into the festival competition. Display your 

entries around the parish in your front 

gardens for all to see throughout the 

months of June and July! 

To Win: Bring your scarecrow up to the 

festival at 2 p.m. on the 27th July to be 

judged. The winning scarecrow will be 

photographed and will be on our advertis-

ing for our festival next year! All entries 

will then join a festival parade around the 

site where everyone can enjoy them. We 

can’t wait to see what you come up with! 

The above give just a flavour of what will 

be available at the festival. Activities will 

commence at 11:00 am and carry on until 

midnight, so you could stay all day, dance 

into the evening, go there for lunch, or just 

pop in for a few hours to see your favour-

ite artist………and entry to the festival is 

free! 

Proceeds of the event will be going to PEG 

(The Parish Event Group) who are sup-

porting us in putting on this amazing spec-

tacle. We also have the additional support 

of sponsorship from the Parish Council 

and many local businesses for which we 

are very grateful.  

Sponsorship: If you are interested in spon-

soring part of the event please contact Jane 

Rose: 01963 362048. 

There really is a lot of enthusiasm and en-

ergy going into this event, IT WILL BE A 

GREAT SUC-

CESS, so make 

sure it gets your 

support, be part of 

it, tell others about 

it and come and 

join in the fun! 

If you feel you 

want to get involved, please do so.  

If you are interested in contributing a stall 

please contact susanlatimer155@gmail.com 

for an application form.  

 Volunteers needed! All contributions 

welcome. Even just a couple of hours to 

assist us on the day - setting up or clearing 

up - we would be most grateful. Please 

don’t assume that we will have enough 

hands – we are all working hard for you 

and need your support. Please contact Jane 

Rose: 01963 362048 

Follow us on Facebook or E-mail the  team: 

henstridgesummerfestival@gmail.com  

Thank yous from the committee 

We would also like to thank the Bird in Hand 

for letting us use beer barrels, Virginia Ash for 

letting us use their field for parking, Village 

Hall Committee for use of hall on the 

day,  India Cottage and the Henstridge Shop 

for their support. 

 

mailto:susanlatimer155@gmail.com
mailto:henstridgesummerfestival@gmail.com
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 Fund Raising for Henstridge Summer Festival 
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 FPL Building Services Ltd 

We have said before, that Henstridge 

is made up of a population of 

extremely talented people from all 

different backgrounds. Frank Lomas 

fits this profile exactly having learnt 

his trade the old way, “on the job”. 

Frank does not have lots of academic 

certificates, but he does have loads of 

talent and experience which allows him to 

tackle almost any building or 

refurbishment project. 

Frank started his apprenticeship with the 

London Borough of Hillingdon in 1975, 

working on the Uxbridge Civic Centre 

new build. It was during that period that 

Frank achieved his City and Guilds in 

Carpentry and Joinery. Later he moved to 

Northants building bespoke stable and 

country house garden buildings and in 

1984 ventured into a partnership 

specialising in reproduction furniture. He 

moved to Somerset in 1988 and ventured 

into a new partnership, forming a 

company making mass production 

furniture. Following the sale of that 

company Frank moved back into high end 

solid furniture. Customers included 

Courts and 

Wades and 

Brights of 

Nettlebed. 

Frank would 

make 

furniture to 

his own 

design.  

The furniture 

business 

became 

increasingly 

difficult, 

materials costs 

were escalating, 

health and 

safety 

requirements 

and new laws 

meant that 

considerable 

investment was 

required to meet revised production 

standards. 

In 2004 Frank made a change, 

setting up his carpentry and 

building company, initially 

with a partner, then as a sole 

trader working on a variety of 

projects ranging from full 

renovations to building 

extensions, both timber built or traditional 

stone or brick, to the re-fitting and design 

of bathrooms and kitchens and bespoke 

furniture. 

The skill level that Frank has built up over 

the years allows him to tackle almost any 

job. He might bring in other skilled labour 

for larger projects, but Frank would 

manage the project and the results would 

always please the customer. Frank prides 

himself as able to think outside of the box. 

He might design a kitchen to maximise the 

space available, adapting or building 

kitchen units for a specific purpose or 

space. A design that simply would not be 

available from the major suppliers. 

Options are discussed with customers and 

suggestions made. 

Frank is highly adaptable and is able to 

take on projects ranging from larger 
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buildings to small minor works such as 

adjusting a door or putting up a shelf, to 

decoration or designing and making a new 

church table. Frank has even built a bridge 

to go across a stream! Work is generally 

customised from simple designs, in some 

cases done on the hoof or in the case of 

other larger projects, full architectural 

drawings would be commissioned. 

Reading this, I 

hope you get 

the sense of 

how skilled and 

adaptable FPL 

Building is, but 

it is more than 

that; with all 

works you get 

quality which 

leads to a job 

well done and a 

very satisfied 

client. Frank is 

a member of the Federation of Master 

Builders. You may contact him direct on 

01963 363556 or 07773 878969. 
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 Henstridge WI 

We continue to enjoy a full and 

varied programme and have had 

some interesting speakers over the 

past few months. Sue Place came to 

tell us about the Balsam Centre in 

Wincanton, and we were particularly 

interested in their lunch club.  Watch 

this space!  

We have had talks on historical wills 

and tales from the Register Office. 

 Our “sporting activities“ continue, and up 

to now we have kept our feet firmly on the 

ground!  However, in the next few weeks, 

some of us are taking to the air in a glider! 

It is comforting to know that parachutes 

are available! 

This year is our 20th birthday and we have 

started planning for a very large 

celebration in November.  It is possible 

that dressing up will be involved, but 

certainly music and dancing. 

Do come and join us! You won’t regret it. 

We meet every 3rd Tuesday in the village 

hall at 7pm. 

Sue Latimer - 01963 365765 

email:  susanlatimer155@gmail  

Line Dancing 

For Comic Relief we all dressed up and 

sent £130 in donation. Everyone had a 

really good time. 

If anyone wants to join us they are very 

welcome just for a fun evening of dancing. 

Price £3. 

Time 7.45pm till 8.45pm 

Ros Browning— 01963 363016 

CAMEO 

We had a nice turn out for Richard and 

Susan Kidd's talk on 16 years around the 

world. 

Numbers are increasing steadily and we 

always welcome new people.  

For our May meeting we have Emily 

McCormack giving a talk on The History 

of Mompesson. Then the June meeting is 

John Harper talking about Metal detecting. 

We meet on the  1st Tuesday of the month 

at Henstridge Village Hall in the Lounge 

Time 7.30 pm unless otherwise stated.  

Price £2. 

Ros Browning—01963 363016 

 

Bell Ringing 

Ellen Edwards 

Tower Captain 

01963 362282 
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Family History Group 

As you read this, the Family History 

Group will be finalising a small project to 

mark the 75th anniversary of D-Day. 

We are fortunate to be able to use our 

lovely Church, to put some visual displays 

at the back, over the period 5th – 9th June, 

when the country and indeed, many parts 

of Europe will be having commemorative 

services in honour of those who 

participated in this invasion, and those 

who lost their lives.  

For many months before “the landings” 

took place preparations had been in the 

making, and certainly in our locality. We 

have been busy trying to find local people 

who took part in any way; we have traced 

3 names of those directly involved from 

the village war memorial. 

If you have time, or are just passing St 

Nicholas Church, do call in, and perhaps 

you will learn something new about 

Henstridge or those who once lived or had 

connections here. 

Please contact Linda Farnsworth if you are 

interested, by either phone or email. 

Linda Farnsworth     01963 365802          

henstridgefhs@gmail.com 

Henstridge Book Club 

The book club continues!  We’ve had our 

blunder book for the year already, so 

hopefully our selections will improve.  

We meet monthly and try to read new 

authors, new times, new countries… but 

still in the crime fiction / espionage genre.  

There are usually 6-8 of us that make it to 

the Bird in Hand to discuss our latest 

choice (and put the world to rights!). 

 You are very welcome to join us – even if 

you can’t make every meeting.  Our 

regular meeting date is the 3rd Wednesday 

of each month at 7:45pm at the Bird in 

Hand, so just come along one evening. 

Gail Cullum - 01963 362878 

email – gailpcullum@gmail.com 

 

 

Clubs & Societies  continued 
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News from the Hive 

Typical spring weather - hot, very hot or 

cold enough to make us want to stay 

indoors but this is not an option as we 

have lots of new mouths to feed. We are 

out and about as much as we can, feasting 

on nectar and pollen from all the spring 

flowers and shrubs and acres of yellow 

oilseed rape. You may not like it, and we 

know Ken is not a fan, but it is wonderful 

and so easy to collect lots of energy rich 

food from the plants. We have no need to 

send scout bees out to find food sources or 

even do our dance; we just follow the 

yellow rape road. Almost all of us made it 

through the winter, one hive got killed by 

wasps that were around much later last 

year and one hive has a queen who has 

turned rogue and not laying properly. Ken 

is pleased with our progress and visits us 

regularly on nice days. He is careful not to 

damage too much of our draught proofing 

when he looks at us. 

We do have a new enemy which is moving 

ever closer, the Asian hornet. There are 

traps in woods all over Somerset and lots 

of people are checking to make sure they 

are not in our area. They take bees on the 

wing so we can’t get home to safety. There 

will be lots of pictures and leaflets at all 

the events where we hope to be. We are 

going to the Pack Horse Fair at Bruton and 

hope to be at the Henstridge Festival and 

maybe one or two others. It is always nice 

to be out and about even if we are stared at 

and have to try and hide the queen from 

prying eyes. 

There is plenty of honey left in store and 

other hive products so give Ken or Jane a 

ring. 

Ken Jeanes - 01963 370769 

Loose Ends   

The Loose Ends coffee morning meets 

every Friday in the Village Hall Lounge 

from 10.30 am till noon. We have had a 

steady winter with many people coming to 

enjoy the warmth of the lounge. Our usual 

highlight of ‘hot cross buns’ on Good 

Friday was provided by Christine and Jan 

this year. The weather at Easter was 

glorious and the village ran several events  

It is May next week and the weathermen 

promise some warmth after the Bank 

Holiday.  The village is planning a 

summer party at the Rec in July and the 

U3A will have a summer do at the Golf 

Club in June this year. So don’t go away, 

now. I shall be back to advertise the 

Macmillan Coffee Morning at the end of 

September. More details nearer the time or 

see the noticeboard at Henstridge Online. 

David Rabone—01963 362892 

drabone10@btinternet.com 

 

The Art Group 

Enquiries to Liz Holbrook on 01963 363193 

or just turn up for a warm welcome. 

 

Henstridge Sports club. 

There are no projects or fundraising in 

course at present, but hopefully in the 

future we will have football or cricket in 

the village to support. 

Steve Penny 

Celeste Nourse Photography 

BA (Hons) Photomedia, ABIPP, ARPS, ASWPP 
Creative, professional photography service 

Weddings, Portraits (studio / location) 

Special Events, Parties 
 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07989 637168 
Email: info@celestenourse.co.uk 

Web: www.celestenourse.co.uk 

Clubs & Societies continued 
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 A chuffingly good idea! 

Three men met at the Virginia 

Ash in Henstridge and made a 

momentous decision - one 

which would stand good for 

well over a century. It was 

made during the age of great 

social advancement, one which 

saw the implementation of new 

laws and gave rise of fresh 

ways and partnerships to get 

things achieved.   The New Poor 

Law had been operating for eight 

years and parishes from the areas of 

Henstridge and Milborne Port were now 

part of the Wincanton Union with its 

spanking new workhouse. Moves to 

scourge killer diseases and bring better 

sanitation, replacing dug-outs with water 

closets [WCs] would take another eight 

years to execute. Then a Sherborne area 

Board of Health would be tasked to 

improve public health and eradicate fatal 

illnesses such as typhoid and cholera.  The 

age of radio was decades away and 

television more than a century in the 

future. Newspapers were the voice of 

society, when news was news and people 

could read all about it. The importance of 

the newspaper at this time cannot be over 

stated, for sure there was an element of 

control over the public, as passive 

receivers of news, who could be 

manipulated and injected with ideas, 

values and information which had a 

certain bias. Nonetheless it was the only 

source of information about what was 

happening locally, nationally and 

worldwide.  And for those who could not 

read or afford to buy a newspaper, a 

Reading Room, such as the one at the Ash, 

became an invaluable facility making 

available newspapers and books to read or 

be read aloud to an audience.  

Twenty-one years before the dreams of the 

three men became a reality, a small public 

notice appeared  in a south western 

regional newspaper.  It was the first time 

the ‘venture’ entered the public domain.  

The race was on. The coal was in the boiler 

and the age of steam was coming to the 

Blackmore Vale. As the railway wars 

began,  the big question was who would 

be the first to get a railway route ratified 

through these parts?  The ambitious coast-

to-coast plan involving the counties of 

Somerset and Dorset was to create a 

railway spanning from Burnham in north 

Somerset to Poole in east Dorset, a route of 

some 80 miles of track.  Advocates were 

keen to open a trade route from South 

Wales which would negate the treacherous 

sea route through the Cornish rocks off 

Lands End. Champions also wanted a 

route linking to the Somerset coalfields 

around Radstock where there were more 

than twenty pits and around six thousand 

miners. [Penny Bonsall Somerset Men: A 

study of Trade Unionism. Class and 

Politics in the Somerset Coalfield]  

The Stockton to Darlington Railway 

Company in the north east of England gets 
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The Virginia Ash Hotel on the left and next door the 

Reading Room 
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the accolade for running the first ever 

passenger trains in 1825 ‘creating a 

worldwide sensation.’ This was closely 

followed in 1838 by routes out of the City 

to the West of England running the first 

trains from the Great Western Railway 

Company and in 1840 by the London 

South Western Railway Company opening 

the Southampton to Nine Elms London 

route. [mikes.railhistory.railfan.net] In the 

ensuing decades from the 1840’s to the 

1860’s companies were formed,  ideas 

fermented and over 600 bills presented to 

parliament in a race to make claims that 

would legislate for new railways. The age 

of the railway was here to stay fostering 

joint working 

arrangements between 

local railway 

companies which set 

the way ahead to 

fulfilling the dream.  

The company 

amalgamation 

of the Somerset 

Central and the 

Dorset Central 

received royal 

assent on 27 

August 1862 

and the 

Somerset and 

Dorset Railway 

was born. [The 

Somerset & 

Dorset Railway 

by D. S. Barrie and C. R. Clinker.]  The 

railway heraldic crest shows Glastonbury 

Tor in the distance with the seal of 

Dorchester on the right depicting 

Dorchester castle. 

A truly magnificent feat of engineering, 

hard labour and dynamic working 

partnerships  saw routes cleared, track laid 

and station buildings appear, so that by 

the early 1860’s only one remaining stretch 

of railway needed completion – the route 

from Templecombe to Blandford.  The 

Shepton Mallet Journal on 6th March 1863 

reports on the new Somerset and Dorset 

Railway’s objective of completing the 16 

3/4 mile stretch of railway which would  ‘ 

traverse the rich and populous district of 

the Vale of Blackmoor.’ [sic] The civil 

engineering contractors Messrs Waring 

Brothers told The Right Honourable Lord 

Rivers that ‘the entire works are 

Henstridge History continued 

The Hampshire Advertiser  21 January 1843  

Somerset and Dorset Railway 

Heraldic Crest  courtesy of 

Barrie and Clinker 

Somerset and Dorset Railway Map courtesy of 

https://spetisburystationproject.wordpress.com/

dorset-central-railway/ published by Somerset & 

Dorset Heritage Trust. 

https://spetisburystationproject.wordpress.com/dorset-central-railway/
https://spetisburystationproject.wordpress.com/dorset-central-railway/
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complete, the earthworks formed ready 

for a permanent way for about 11 miles 

and out of a total of 41 bridges, 22 are 

complete and four in progress.’  Work 

was so far progressed that the bridge over 

the River Stour at Blandford was to the 

height of 2 piers and the crossing over the 

river at Sturminster coffer-dam nearly 

completed. The iron girders for Stour 

Bridge, north of Sturminster ready for 

delivery.  Blandford Station, booking office 

and good sheds were nearing completion, 

as were the buildings at Sturminster. 

Waring Brothers,  founded by Charles 

Waring, William Waring and Henry 

Waring in 1841 in York went on to 

complete railway projects worldwide 

including Ceylon, San Francisco, and 

Sicily.  Civil engineers required  

‘navvies’ to build the railways. ‘By 1850 

a quarter of a million workers—a force 

bigger than the Army and Navy 

combined—had laid down 3,000 miles of 

railway line across Britain. Tramping 

from job to job, navvies and their families 

lived and worked in appalling 

conditions, often for years on end, in rough 

timber and turf huts alongside the bridges, 

tunnels and cuttings that they built. The 

harsh conditions and communal living 

meant that navvies evolved a lifestyle, 

culture and even a language of their own. 

They gained a reputation for fighting, hard 

living and hard drinking. ‘Respectable’ 

Victorians viewed them as degenerate and 

a threat to social order, but much of the 

criticism was unjustified.’ 

 www.railwaymuseum.org.uk  

At last Henstridge station building and 

siding was ready for traffic and the  stretch 

of railway had all the occupational 

crossings. The building of a hump back 

bridge in Landshire Lane saved a set of 

crossing gates but still within a straight 

line of less than two miles five sets were 

needed. Beside the gates were cottages 

built for railway employees, the 

gatekeepers, who were required to open 

and shut the crossing gates when a train 

was approaching.  The opening date was 

set for 31st May 1863 when Henstridge 

would be linked to the outside world and 

seaside destinations like Bournemouth and 

Burnham, within easy reach. [The 

Somerset & Dorset Then and Now Mac 

Hawkins]   

The morning of Monday 19th November 

1866 was a busy time for John Mitchell, the 

first station master at Henstridge Station 

and one of his jobs was to couple up the 

empty railway trucks in the siding to the 

engine. After operating the signal to stop 

the train, he proceeded to carry this out 

with the help of Thomas Weare, the guard.  

Thomas Weare then reported hearing two 

dreadful groans and then saw the legs of 

John Mitchell on the tracks. In a tragic 

accident he got caught between the buffers 

and was crushed. Mr Mitchell was ‘much 

respected in Henstridge on account of his 

genial temper and business-like 

habits’ [Western Gazette 23 November 

Henstridge History continued 

Mid-day express 73049  steaming through the level 

crossing at Henstridge Station 

http://www.railwaymuseum.org.uk
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1866]  Coroner J. Wybrants leading the 

inquest at the Virginia Ash returned a 

verdict of accidental death and recorded 

that a ‘subscription list’ for the widow and 

children had been set up and ‘the appeal 

liberally responded to.’ [Sherborne 

Mercury 27 November 1866.].  

It wasn’t until 1871 that things began to 

really get going and the census shows for 

the first time the railway employees of 

Henstridge, James Richards aged 52 was 

now the Station Master, he was born in 

Wotton, (possibly North Wotton or 

Glanvilles Wotton?)  and his wife Rebecca, 

born at Sherborne. The station master also 

had responsibility for operating the 

crossing gates at Plot Lane.  There were 

four level crossings at Common Lane in 

Yenston, Park Lane at Whitchurch, Marsh 

Lane and Southmead Lane.  Two crossing 

keepers were employed, Frank Ryall 

originally from Jersey and his wife 

Hannah, born 

in Henstridge 

lived with 

their five 

children 

Annie 9, 

Hettie 7, Mary 

6, Jane 4 & 

Tom 2, at 

Crossing 

Cottage, 

Marsh Lane. 

The crossing 

at Southmead 

Lane was 

operated by George Coffin and his wife 

Louisa and their five children Mary Ann 

13, Harry 9, Kate 4, Frederick 2 and Lilly 

Jane aged 2 months. It is possible that in 

1871 the railway houses at the level 

crossings in Park Lane and in Common 

Lane, Yenston were not built.  Although 

two other railway employees were 

recorded who may have been employed to 

operate these gates: John Burgess living in 

Furge Lane and married to 

Sarah, and their three children 

William, George and Ellen and 

two more children Joseph 

Mitchell and Flora Mitchell.  The 

census enumerator for Yenston, 

Charles Lanning recorded 

railway signalman Alfred 

Newman aged 46 from 

Downton in Wiltshire and his 

wife Delia from Priestleigh, near 

Shepton Mallet, along with 

niece Mary Susannah Clarke 

and nephew Charles John 

Clarke, living on the edge of 

Yenston.  

There were times when 

bankruptcy threatened to sink 

Henstridge History continued 

Railway Crest Somerset and 

Dorset Joint Railway courtesy 

of wikipedia 

This great image of a main line train crossing over the bridge at Tem-

plecombe with the Somerset and Dorset railway underneath was 

taken by Ivo Peters in 1955. No idea in Templecombe where this 

location is -anyone have any ideas?  
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the project but eventually with 

determination and tenacity the railway 

line began to run smoothly. In 1866 a 

further two railway acts were approved by 

Parliament on 10th August enabling 

the Salisbury and Yeovil Railway 

Company to make a railway to connect 

the Salisbury and Yeovil Railway with 

the Somerset and Dorset Railway, and to 

acquire additional lands in the parish 

of Templecombe The other authorising 

the Somerset and Dorset Railway 

Company to acquire additional lands and 

to raise further monies. [cciv &cclxviii -

Hansard] Plans were afoot to 

make a spur to join the 

Templecombe Lower Yard 

(Somerset and Dorset Line) 

with Templecombe Upper 

Station (London and South 

Western Railway) and the 

Somerset and Dorset Joint 

Railway Company came into 

existence on 1st November 1875.   

Railway historian Ivo Peters 

writes:  “…as the Somerset and 

Dorset approached from the north 

so the Southern main line from 

Waterloo to the West of England 

came in from the east. The two 

lines, both running on 

embankments, intersected at right 

angles but just before they met, the 

Somerset and Dorset dropped 

down sharply to pass underneath 

the Southern Line.” 

The Somerset and Dorset line 

closed in 1966 as part of railway 

cuts, however this was not the 

end of the line for 

Henstridge History continued 

Map of Templecombe Station courtesy of British 

History Online 

10 & 11  Templecombe station (author’s  images) 
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Templecombe station.  The railway 

journey came full circle in the 1980’s when 

a group of dedicated people including Ian 

Matthews, Paul Brighten and the late June 

Wood petitioned and ran a concerted 

campaign to get Templecombe Station re-

opened [3rd October 1983] If you have a QR 

Code scanner on your phone you can scan 

the QR code here to view the video on 

YouTube of their story.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Henstridge History continued 

If you’d like to experience the age of steam here are a trio to visit.: 

Gartell Light Railway, Common 

Road, Yenston 

 

Yeovil Railway Centre at Yeovil 

Junction  

12. Gartell Light Railway, ‘Smell the 

Steam’ by Paul Blowfield 

Experience the joy of travelling by steam 

through the beautiful Blackmore Vale coun-

tryside along the track-bed of a section of the 

old Somerset & Dorset line.’  Trains on the 

two-foot gauge railway operate to a frequent 

timetable leaving the main station at Common 

Lane every 20 minutes through the day, stop-

ping at Pinesway Junction, Park Lane and 

Tower View. 

Gartell - Open in 2019 to the public on se-

lected dates only: 

Bank Holiday Monday 7th May 

Bank Holiday Monday 28th May 

Sunday 24th June 

Sunday 29th July 

Bank Holiday Monday 27th August 

Just a five-minute walk down the lane from 

Yeovil Junction station and you are in the heart 

of heritage steam. Yeovil Railway Centre is a 

great day out for children and adults alike.  

Have a steam-hauled train ride or even better 

drive a train and become an ‘Engine Driver’ for 

the day.  

www.yeovilrailway.freeservers.com 
Become an Engine Drive for the day. Image by 

Paul Gould 
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At Midsomer Norton you will find the 

restored station buildings, signal box, 

goods shed and also two museums: one in 

the original Victorian Stable Block and the 

other in our WWII Pill Box (a candidate for 

the smallest museum in Britain). We have 

two diesel locomotives, a fully restored 

Sentinel 0-4-0 vertical-boiler steam locomo-

tive, plus freight and passenger rolling 

Midsomer Norton South Railway & Museum, Silver Street Midsomer Norton BA3 2EY 

Henstridge History continued 

Barry and Roger at the museum are very knowl-

edgeable about Somerset and Dorset Railway  

For main line steam train dates visit 

www.uksteam.info/index.htm. Friends of Tem-

plecombe Station hold events on steam train days 

and you can go to Yeovil Junction where you can 

watch the steam train turn on the turntable. 

The age of steam and spirit of the Somerset and 

Dorset lives on! 

Footnote: 

A major bonus for travel from Templecombe sta-

tion is the re-opening of the rail link between Yeo-

vil Junction and Yeovil Pen Mills as it opens up 

travel through to the stations on the GWR line 

such as Bruton, Weymouth, Bath, Bristol and be-

yond.  

Furthermore you can do a circular train journey 

from Templecombe via GWR route to Salisbury 

and then back down the line to Templecombe.  

 

Caroline Rowland © April 2019 

http://msnsdmuseum.co.uk/
http://www.uksteam.info/index.htm
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Summer Gardening 

Sweet peas: 

These are easy to grow from seed, 

although you can buy plants in gar-

den centres in spring. Grow young 

plants in a cold frame or unheated 

greenhouse.  Plant out from April 

onwards, spacing plants 20-30cm (8in

-1ft) apart. It's generally considered benefi-

cial to pinch out tips when plants reach 

about 10cm (4in). This encourages strong 

side-branching. 

Grow sweet peas in fertile, well-drained, 

humus-rich soil, in full sun or very light 

dappled shade. For best results, incorpo-

rate organic matter such as garden com-

post or well-rotted manure at least four 

weeks before planting, and apply a gen-

eral fertiliser, such as Vitax Q4 or 

Growmore. After planting, water the 

plants well during dry spells. On poorer 

soils, a bi-weekly, high potassium liquid 

fertiliser such as tomato feed may be bene-

ficial. 

For a long and regular supply of 

blooms, cut flowers frequently before they 

produce seed pods. 

Pests: 

If you have vine weevils (they eat notches 

at the edges of leaves) then a biological 

solution, Nematodes, are an effective con-

trol. Slugs and snails are attracted to up-

turned grapefruit or orange halves and 

can be disposed of in a far-away field. This 

way we can protect hedge-hogs and 

thrushes from the poison of the deadly 

slug pellet. 

Runner Beans: 

Runner beans need a warm, sunny spot in 

well-drained soil. This kind of position 

also benefits pollinating insects, which are 

essential for the plants to set pods. Fork in 

some well-rotted manure, before you sow 

your beans. Runner beans need a support 

to climb up. The traditional method is to 

grow them individually up inwardly slop-

ing 2.4m (8ft) tall bamboo canes tied near 

their tops to a horizontal cane, like an A 

frame. Slope the bamboo canes so that 

they meet in the middle like an X.  Loosely 

tie the plants to their supports after plant-

ing; after that they will climb naturally. 

Remove the growing point once the plants 

reach the top of their support.  

Keep an eye out for slugs and blackfly that 

may attack the plants. 

Runner beans sometimes fail to set and 

there are a number of caus-

es and solutions. Ensuring the soil is con-

stantly moist and doesn't dry out is the 

first key to success; mulch in June and 

water well in the evenings. 

… and finally, good luck if you enter the 

'Longest Runner Bean' or 'Five Sweetpeas' 

classes in the Henstridge Summer Festival 

on the 27th of July! 

Helen Howlett 
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As a further aid to problem solving, we are including the answers to these puzzles on the 

Wot’s On web site. 
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 Useful Information 
Opening Times 
Post Office 9:00am—5:30pm Mon-Fri, 9:00am—12:30pm Sat 

Shop 8:00am—6:00 pm Mon-Sat, 8:00am-1:00pm Sun 

PO letter box collections 5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10:15am Sat 

Numbers to Note 
Chemist, Stalbridge Pharmacy 01963 362246 

District Councillor, Hayward Burt 07543 854391 

District Councillor, William Wallace 01963 370423 

Doctors, Stalbridge Surgery 01963 362363 

Doctors, Milborne Port Surgery 01963 250334 

Electricity distribution (power cuts, emergencies) 105 (power cuts), 0800 072 7282 (emergencies) 

Hospital, Sherborne Yeatman 01935 813991 

Hospital, Yeovil District 01935 475122 

Local MP, David Warburton 01373 580500  

Parish Council (Zöe Godden) 07745 270285 or 01747 826401 

Police, non emergency and PCSO John Winfield 101 

South Somerset District Council 01935 462462 

South Somerset County Council—Single number 0300 123 2224 

St Nicholas C of E School, Secretary 01963 362308 

Village Hall bookings , Malcolm Stobart 01963 363380 

Wessex Water (water leaks, supply failure) 0345 6004600 

Clubs and Societies 

Art Group Liz Holbrook 01963 393193 Mondays 10am –noon, Village Hall 

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards 01963 362282 Tuesdays 7:30pm, Church Tower 

Blackmore Vale Lions Peter Oswick 01963 363281 

Blackmore Vale U3A Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Book Club Gail Cullum 01963 362878 3rd Wed monthly, 7:45 pm , Bird 

Brownies & Rainbows Jane Jeanes 01963 370769 Brownies Mon 6pm, St Nich Sch. 

CAMEO Ros Browning 01963 363016 1st Tues monthly, 7:45, Vill Hall 

Explorers Pre School Anna Swinburn 01963 363228 Mon-Fri 8:45am-3:13pm (termtime) 

Family History Group Linda Farnsworth 01963 365802 Alternate months, Village Hall 

History Group Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Line Dancing Ros Browning 01963 363016 Thursdays 7:45-8:45pm, Village Hall 

Loose Ends Dave Rabone 01963 362892 Fridays 10:30am-noon, Village Hall 

Sports Club Committee Steve Penny 01963 362157 

Women’s Institute Sue Latimer 01963 365765 3rd Tues monthly,  7pm Village Hall 
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