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Welcome to Spring.  We hope by the 

time this crosses your threshold the 

worst of the winter weather will be 

behind us, and we will be greeting 

longer days, warmer weather and a 

bit more sun! 

Whatever the weather, we hope you find 

this issue entertaining and informative -  

Now might be the time to read up on the 

Spring gardening suggestions and see 

what we could be getting on with.  Or 

maybe time for a spring recipe! 

Certainly it’s time to be grateful that you 

don’t live in Elizabethan times – reading 

Caroline Rowland’s interesting article on 

crime and punishment in those days is 

enough to persuade all to stay within the 

law.  I can’t imagine those prisons were 

very nice, and as for the stocks – well 

enough said. 

On a local front, our new vicar Kevin 

Rogers is settled in, there are lots of 

services in Henstridge and Horsington 

and Templecombe over the next few 

months.  Have a look at the impressive 

list, and see if one of these suits you! 

The Village Hall committee has been busy 

too, there will be lots of events going on 

there over the next few months.  Do be 

sure to look at the noticeboards, and on 

the Village Hall website and Henstridge 

Online and Nextdoor Henstridge to keep 

up with all of the activities. 

Did you know about our skittle alley?  

Have you been to see it at the Bird in 

Hand?  Do you fancy your luck or skill?  (I 

need to tell you that the ball is not 

perfectly round, and it doesn’t always go 

straight…) 

Whatever your interest, there is probably 

a group you could join – do you like to 

read, to paint, to exercise, to listen to 

speakers, to play cards, to run or to dance?  

Check out the activities and find one that 

works for you – they’re all on offer!  The 

last page in the magazine details the 

contacts for any of the local groups or 

societies, they’re all waiting to hear from 

you. 

And finally.. do you fancy joining the 

Wot’s On team?  We are looking for a 

junior reporter (all ages welcome!) to help 

us produce this magazine.  Have a look at 

our ad, let us know if this is you! 
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 Harry Kimber 

Harry is a young man who has lived 

in the village all his life and at just 18 

years old has some considerable 

achievements. 

Harry attended the local school and 

then went on to King Arthur’s where 

he took his GCSE examinations. 

During the latter years of his schooling he 

did have long periods of absence while 

racing in motor cycle Motor Cross both in 

UK and overseas on the international 

circuit. Initially in the 16-18 Big Wheel 85 

competitions; going on to compete in the 

European 125 series. Harry became British 

Youth Champion and could well have 

continued with that as his main career. 

Spare time activities as a youngster 

included being a “Putter Upper” for some 

of the local skittles teams at the Bird in the 

Hand. It was on one of these evening that 

Mark Williams, landlord, mentioned to 

Colin Tizzard that Harry would make a 

good jockey and that Colin should give 

him a ride. Colin readily agreed and 

invited Harry down, but nothing much 

happened until Harry turned 16, left 

school and made a call to Colin, who 

calmly said he had been expecting the call! 

Colin gave Harry the dream start, putting 

him on a hunter initially to learn the 

basics, walking, then a canter and finally at 

a gallop! “It took a few months before I 

went out on my own”, “I think the balance 

side of riding a motor cycle helped, 

balance is really important on a bike”. That 

is about the only thing the two have in 

common! 
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Harry graduated from riding Colin’s 

hunter to his first race horse called 

Detention. He started practicing over 

jumps enjoying the sport more and more 

and eager to learn new things. At the end 

of last season Colin decided it was time for 

Harry to apply for his Conditional Licence. 

This involved going on a two-week course 

at Doncaster Racing School, perfecting his 

art. Not all applicants pass the test, but 

Harry came through proudly getting his 

licence to race. 

The first race was on a horse called 

Wizards Bridge (Partly owned by Mark 

Williams). Harry came in a creditable 4th 

just behind another from the Tizzard 

stable, ridden by Harry Cobden. 

On his third ride, Harry achieved his first 

win! At Ffos Las (in Wales) 11 November, 

1st of seven riders on a local horse, 

Buckhorn Timothy.  

Harry was out again on Boxing Day at 

Wincanton riding PaddleYourOwnCanoe; 

1st place with a field of 11 Horses!   

It is hard work. The day starts at 7:30 

when they all take out 4 to 5 horses to put 

them through their paces. Sometimes 

riding all morning, they have two-hour 

break and from 3 until 5 spend time 

looking after the stables, fresh water, fresh 

hay and feeding. Each has the 

responsibility for up to 6 horses. You do 

have to be very fit! 

Harry is very ambitious. He is giving 

everything he has got, but pays great 

credit to Colin Tizzard, who has been very 

supportive through every stage of his new 

career.  

As a “Conditional Rider”, Harry gets an 

allowance of 10 lbs for his racing weight as 

he wins races this allowance is reduced 

until finally he has had 75 winners. At that 

stage Harry is classified as a professional 

rider and will be getting rides on top 

horses and in the top events. 

Tough, but I get the feeling this young 

man might just do it!  

Watch this space! 

Personality continued 

Photo by kind permission of 

Jeff Welch  
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 Rainbows and Brownies  

Did you see our entry in the 

Christmas Tree Festival in 

Templecombe church? The girls 

made some lovely decorations and 

this time they weren’t eaten by a 

visiting dog. 

We have spaces for Rainbows as 4 

girls have moved up this term and 

one or two have dropped by the 

wayside. We do not have any girls 

from Henstridge at the moment and would 

love to hear from anyone who might be 

interested. We meet for an hour on a 

Monday night so not too tiring even for 5 

year olds. Our programme is varied and 

we love singing songs with actions. 

Brownies are learning new skills and 

putting teamwork into practice. When the 

nights get lighter we shall be out and 

about and using the outdoor space for 

activities.  

If you would like your daughter or a child 

you are caring for to join us please give me 

a ring or speak to me when I am in the 

school or go to the Girl guiding website 

and leave your details on Join Us. If you 

select Henstridge Rainbows or Brownies 

your details will be sent to us and we can 

get in touch. 

Contact: Jane Jeanes   

Tel: 01963 370769 or  07712 824747  

email: 

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com  

 

News From Explorers Pre-School 

The children had great fun in the 

snow using their buckets and spades 

to collect snow to make their 

snowman. A fantastic team effort. 

They also made a Chinese Dragon as 

part of the celebration for Chinese New 

year and enjoyed making it move and 

dance to music accompanied by bells and 

drums. 

For more information please visit our 

website, phone me or email me (details 

below).  

Explorers is open from 8.45am-3.15pm 

Monday - Friday during term times. 

Sessions are 8.45am- 3.15pm, 8.45am-

12.00pm and 12.00pm -3.15pm 

For more information : 

email: explorers.preschool@hotmail.co.uk. 

Mrs Anna Swinburn - Supervisor  

07792 240804. 

Website: www.explorers-preschool.org.uk 
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Churchwardens: 

 

Jenny Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: jennybates@waitrose.com 

 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Officers of the PCC: 

 

Vice Chair 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Treasurer 

Richard Scambler 

8 Wessex Court 

Henstridge BA8 0AU 

Tel: 01963 363919 

Email: Richard.scambler@btinternet.com 

 

St Nicholas Church HenstridgeSt Nicholas Church Henstridge  
Church Street 

Henstridge BA8 0QE 

 

Greetings from St. Nicholas Church 

The blanket of snow 

My brother, who lives in Canada, is 

always gracious and patient with my 

excitement at the arrival of snow, 

and of course the accompanying 

cold.  Only on the odd occasion has 

he reminded me that cold is not -3 

degrees but -17 degrees and that 2 

inches of snow is merely a dusting in 

comparison to their several feet of it! 

Whenever it snows, it reminds me of a 

wonderful promise made by God to us, 

given through the prophet Isaiah, “Come 

now, let us settle the matter,” says the 

Lord. “Though your sins are like scarlet, 

they shall be as white as snow; though 

they are red as crimson, they shall be like 

wool”.  With the new year now well under 

way, and the good intentions and 

resolutions crumbling, it is good to recall 

that all our failures and mistakes can be 

covered with the forgiveness that Jesus 

offers so freely.  As we admit our role and 

part in our mistakes and failures, we are 

able to receive this blanket of forgiveness.  

As we do so, we can confidently say with 

the Psalmist, “as far as the east is from the 

west, so far has he removed our 

transgressions from us”.   

Sometimes, however, we are our own 
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worst enemy and best critic in that we 

hold on to our failures and mistakes.  We 

may be too proud to come to him, or feel 

that we don’t believe.  We forget too 

readily the invitation Jesus gives to us all, 

no matter what we think or believe, 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and 

burdened, and I will give you rest”.      

May we know the welcome and the love of 

Jesus as we bring all that are, all that we 

are going through, all that we have done, 

to the one who gave his all so that we 

could know his forgiveness, and freedom 

from guilt and despair, like a blanket of 

snow. 

Yours in Christ, 

Kevin Rogers 

Church Cleaning 

The new rota is available to pick up from 

the church. We have a decreasing number 

of sweepers and polishers who help to 

keep our church building looking and 

smelling bright and clean. If you have the 

odd hour to spare perhaps you could think 

about helping out.  

If you would like to join our small group 

please get in touch with: 

Jane Jeanes 01963 370769 or  

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

Compost Bins in the Churchyard 

It may come as a surprise to you but oasis, 

metal frames and large branches do not rot 

down to become compost. Neither do 

clothes baskets or any of the other things 

which have been found in the bins over 

the past weeks. All these things have had 

to be removed. The bins should only be 

used for grass cuttings and other 

vegetation. If you are walking through the 

churchyard and see people dumping 

inappropriate waste please let us know 

who they are or ask them to find another 

way to dispose of their rubbish. 

Lent Lunches 

We hope to have Lent lunches again this 

year and there is a list in the church if you 

would like to host one. The lunches are 

usually soup, bread, cheese and fruit and 

are normally held on Wednesdays in Lent 

but may be held on different days to suit 

the host. In the past they have been an 

outreach activity for the village and a way 

of raising money for our church and a 

charity which the host chooses. 

Church Matters continued 
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Church Services: March 2019—May 2019 

See the churchyard noticeboard for latest details and updates 

Church Matters continued 

3 March:  

11.00 a.m.   Morning Worship  

  Revd. Kevin Rogers 

6.30 p.m.   Evening Prayer 

  Revd. Kevin Rogers 

Wed 6 March (Ash Wednesday)   

7.30 p.m.   Holy Communion 

  Revd. Kevin Rogers 

10 March: 

9.30 a.m.  Holy Communion  

  Revd. Diane Barrett 

17 March:  

11.00 a.m.   Morning Prayer  

6.30 p.m.   Evening Prayer 

  Revd. Kevin Rogers 

24 March: 

11.00 a.m.   Holy Communion  

  Revd. Kevin Rogers 

31 March (Mothering Sunday) 

10.30 a.m. United service of Holy 

Communion in Templecombe 

Revd. Kevin Rogers 

7 April: 

11:00 a.m.   Morning Worship 

6:30 p.m.  Evening Prayer 

  Revd. Kevin Rogers 

 

 

14 April: (Palm Sunday) 

9.30 a.m.    Holy Communion 

 Revd. Kevin Rogers 

Friday 19 April (Good Friday) 

7.30 p.m.   Music and Meditation 

  Revd. Kevin Rogers 

21 April (Easter Sunday) 

11.00 a.m.   Holy Communion  

  Revd. Kevin Rogers 

28 April 

11.00 a.m.    Holy Communion  

5 May 

11.00 a.m.   Morning Worship  

  Revd. Kevin Rogers 

6.30 p.m.   Evening Prayer 

  Revd. Kevin Rogers 

12 May 

9.30 a.m.  Holy Communion  

19 May 

11.00 a.m.   Morning Prayer 

6.30 p.m.   Evening Prayer 

  Revd. Kevin Rogers 

26 May 

11.00 a.m.   Holy Communion  

  Revd. Kevin Rogers 

Thursday 30 May (Ascension Day) 

7.00 p.m.  Holy Communion 

  Deanery Service 

Services in March -St Mary’s Templecombe 

3rd 11:00 am Morning Praise 

6th 7:30 pm Ash Wednesday Holy 

Communion at St Nicholas 

10th 9:30 am Holy Communion 

17th 11:00 am Holy Communion 

24th 9:30 am Holy Communion 

31st 10:30 am Mothering Sunday Holy 

Communion 

Services in March -St John’s Horsington 

3rd 9:15am Holy Communion 

6th 7:30 pm Ash Wednesday Holy 

Communion at St Nicholas 

10th 11:00 am Morning Prayer 

17th 9:15 am Holy Communion 

24th 8:30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

31st 10:30 am Mothering Sunday Holy 

Communion at St. Mary’s 
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New Parish Councillor 

We would like to welcome Elspeth 

Graham to the Parish Council. Elspeth 

lives in Henstridge and has been co-opted 

onto the Parish Council. 

Christmas tree recycling 

Once again, we were pleased to host the 

Christmas tree recycling compound at the 

Village Hall car park in January. South 

Somerset District Council offers the free 

chipping service to communities that can 

accommodate a compound, making it easy 

for residents to dispose of their Christmas 

trees responsibly. Thank you to everyone 

who made use of this service. 

 

Children’s Christmas Disco 

In December the Parish Council co- hosted 

a Children’s Christmas Disco with the 

Village Hall, the Parish Council giving 

funding and the Hall Management 

Committee waiving the hire fee. Part of the 

cost was covered by a donation made by a 

Quiz Night at the Bird in Hand, for which 

we were very grateful. 

John Winfield our local PCSO attended in 

the guise of Father Christmas, and handed 

out treats, balloons and whistles. Many 

thanks to the Clerk for her help on her day 

off and especially to Doreen Paginton for 

baking an enormous array of cakes and 

cookies. When the covers came off the 

tables the children (and adults) could not 

believe their eyes. We would also like to 

thank John Clothier for providing the 

music and lights, he did a marvellous job. 

We had a very good attendance and it was 

so nice to see new families to the village 

joining us. Parents, grand-parents and 

children all said they thoroughly enjoyed 

the afternoon, and hoped it would become 

Henstridge Parish  

Council 

Elvyns 

Wavering Lane East 

Gillingham, SP8 4NX 

Tel: 01747 826401 

Mob: 07745 270285 
Email: clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Web: www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Meet the Council: the Parish Council is made up of 14 councillors: 

Dave Nichols: Chair 

Simon Cullum: Vice Chair Carolyn Nichols 

Howard Bentley-Marchant Jean Oswick 

Ken Courtenay  Barry Paginton 

Peter Crocker  Bruce Pike 

Dennis Finch  Sue Place 

John Graham  Michael Player 

Elspeth Graham 

Administration for the council is dealt with by the Clerk and Proper officer, Zöe Godden.  
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 a yearly event. So the planning will start in 

the summer for Christmas 2019. 

Carolyn Nichols Youth Representative 

HPC and Chair of HVHMC 

Be Home Safe event 

On Wednesday 31 October, the Parish 

Council hosted a Be Home Safe event, 

which included talks from Avon and 

Somerset Police’s Cybercrime Prevention 

Officer, Devon and Somerset Fire and 

Rescue Service, PCSO John Winfield from 

Wincanton Police Station, Kristel Van Der 

Schyff (Village Agent) and Steve from the 

computer charity AbilityNet. Top quality 

cakes and teas were provided by 

Henstridge WI. The event was very 

informative and several residents took 

advantage of free fire safety inspections for 

their homes, as well as benefitting from the 

useful advice from the speakers. 

We are pleased to announce that we will 

be running another Be Home Safe session 

on Wednesday 17 April at 7pm in the 

Village Hall. Refreshments will be served 

from 6.30pm. Everyone is welcome. Bring 

a neighbour or relative. We look forward 

to seeing you. 

Parish Council Elections 2nd May 2019 – 

Get involved! 

MAKE A CHANGE, BECOME A LOCAL 

COUNCILLOR 

Henstridge Parish Council is calling on 

residents, passionate about their 

community, to stand in the local elections 

in 2019.  

What do councillors do? 

Councillors are the champions of their 

community and give residents a voice on 

the decisions the council makes. Becoming 

a councillor will allow you to make a real 

difference in your community by engaging 

with residents, local groups and 

businesses to find out their needs; making 

decisions on which services and projects 

the council should take forward; and 

getting involved locally to ensure the 

services are meeting your community’s 

needs. 

How long does it take? 

At Henstridge Parish Council, councillors 

spend approximately four hours per 

month on Parish Council activities.  This 

often includes attending meetings, 

engaging with residents and speaking on 

behalf of the council to other bodies. 

Can I stand? 

There are only a few rules to stand for 

election. You must be: 

 A British citizen, or a citizen of the 

Commonwealth, or the European 

Union 
 18 years of age or older 
 Live in an area that is service by the 

local council 
For more detailed information about 

eligibility to stand for election, visit https://

www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/

candidate-or-agent/parish-and-community

-council-elections-in-england-and-wales  

 

Parish Council continued 

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/candidate-or-agent/parish-and-community-council-elections-in-england-and-wales
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/candidate-or-agent/parish-and-community-council-elections-in-england-and-wales
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/candidate-or-agent/parish-and-community-council-elections-in-england-and-wales
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/candidate-or-agent/parish-and-community-council-elections-in-england-and-wales
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About Henstridge Parish Council 

We are a small Parish Council with 14 

members but we get involved in as many 

aspects of the community as we can. We 

own the Recreation Ground, allotment site, 

burial ground, Oak Vale woodland plus 

bus shelters, benches, notice boards and 

grit bins. Our qualified Parish Clerk works 

22.5 hours a week. As well as managing 

our own assets, we are also involved in 

commenting on planning applications and 

liaising with the county and district 

councils regarding roads, drainage and 

other outdoor issues. For a better idea of 

the matters we discuss, have a look at 

some of our minutes here: http://

henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk/meetings/. 

How can I get involved? 

As long as you meet the eligibility criteria, 

YOU can become a Parish Councillor at the 

elections on 2nd May. Nomination papers 

will be available from around 18th March 

and they must be submitted to South 

Somerset District Council by 3rd April. 

To find out more, contact the Parish Clerk 

on 01747 826401 or via our website 

at http://henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk/

contact/  

or visit www.nalc.gov.uk/elections 

Budget/precept request 

At its January meeting, the Parish Council 

agreed its budget for the 2019-20 financial 

year. As a result, the precept charge for a 

Band D property will increase by £13.63 

per year or £1.14 per month. Residents in 

lower band properties will pay less, while 

those in higher bands will pay more. The 

bulk of the increase in your precept will go 

towards funding our Village Agent, 

Kristel. Kristel is working in our Parish to 

help tackle loneliness and isolation by 

making sure people who need help or 

advice are directed to the correct services. 

Kristel is also involved in organising 

events in the Parish. For more information 

on budgets, contact the Parish Clerk. 

Community Speedwatch 

Parish Councillor Michael Player runs our 

local Community Speedwatch team. The 

team are in need of new members, so if 

you have a couple of hours to spare a few 

times a year and you’d like to help tackle 

speeding vehicles in the Parish, please get 

in touch with the Parish Clerk. 

Vacant allotments 

Henstridge Parish Council has several 

vacant allotment plots. If you want to grow 

your own fruit and vegetables and are 

prepared for the amount of WORK it takes 

to keep an allotment, get in touch with the 

Parish Clerk. Gardening is a great way to 

keep fit too! We are happy to let half 

allotments if a whole one is too much. We 

can arrange for you to view the allotment 

site to help you decide if an allotment is for 

you. 

 

Parish Council continued 

http://henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk/meetings/
http://henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk/meetings/
http://henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk/contact/
http://henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk/contact/
http://www.nalc.gov.uk/elections
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Henstridge Tyres & Battery Ltd. 

Unit 11C Marsh Lane Ind. Estate, Henstridge 
 

Most brands supplied & fitted 

Wheel balancing 

Competitive prices 
Local & reliable 

 

Telephone: 01963 363859 

Annual Parish Meeting 2019 

Preparations are underway for the 2019 

Annual Parish Meeting, which will take 

place on Wednesday 29 May in the Village 

Hall. This is not a Parish Council meeting, 

although we do have responsibility for 

making sure it happens each year. It is the 

opportunity for local groups to feedback 

on their achievements and activities from 

the previous year and for residents to raise 

any issues that they feel the Parish Council 

should be addressing. We like to try and 

make an event of it, so we will be inviting 

a guest speaker and there will 

undoubtedly be cake! 

Letters will soon be sent to the usual 

contributors with details of how to get 

involved. We are also asking that, if any 

resident of the Parish has a matter they 

would like the Parish Council to address or 

a question to answer, that these are 

submitted to the Clerk in advance, by 1 

May 2019. This is to give us time to 

research any information needed to 

answer your queries. Watch this space for 

more information. We look forward to 

seeing you. 

 

Water Pollution 

A Somerset farmer has recently been 

ordered to pay nearly £4,000 in fines and 

costs for polluting a stream with 

contaminated water. The incident near 

Stoke St Gregory was picked up during a 

routine Environment Agency visit. Water 

from a roofing drain had become 

contaminated by silage discharge. It 

emptied into a watercourse within a Site of 

Special Scientific Interest, impacting 

several kilometres of watercourse. 

All farmers, landowners and businesses 

should have measures in place to prevent 

pollution. However, ensuring that these 

measures work and continue to work is 

vital. Regular monitoring and testing can 

pick up any changes before the local 

environment is impacted. It can also avoid 

costly cleanup processes, and help avoid 

accusations of negligence. 

Incidents over the last few years in 

Somerset have included costs of £4,000 for 

a Merriot poultry farm, £9,000 for a 

Radstock dairy farm, £18,000 for a Yeovil 

box company and £30,000 for a 

Cannington anaerobic digestion plant. 

Fines are unlimited and there is the risk of 

up to 5 years in prison. 

If your business creates contaminants, or 

you have a consent to discharge from the 

EA, get your equipment and processes 

checked and tested on a regular basis. 

Contact Somerset Scientific Services, part 

of SCC, for advice on 01823 355906 or 

SSSmailbox@somerset.gov.uk 
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 Keep in Touch! 

 

Refer to the Henstridge Online web-

site for more details and up to date 

information—

www.henstridgeonline.co.uk 

or look for Henstridge Village Hall 

on Facebook 

Or check out the “events” in 

Nextdoor Henstridge. 

Regular Weekly Activities in the 

Village Hall 

Monday morning - Art group (10am) 

Monday afternoon -  Bridge / Card Games 

(alternate weeks) (2:00 pm) 

Monday evening - Jazzercise (6.30pm) 

Tuesday morning - Jazzercise (9.30am) 

Tuesday evening - Yoga (7:00 pm) 

Wednesday morning - Jazzercise (9.30am) 

Wednesday afternoon - Baby and Toddler 

Group (1pm) 

Wednesday evening - Youth Club 

(6.30pm) 

Thursday morning - Debbie's Ladies 

Group (10am) 

Thursday evening - Line Dancing (7.45pm) 

Friday Morning - Loose ends (10.30am) 

Monthly group meetings 

Cameo – 1st Tuesday each month – Village 

Hall 7:45 pm 

Book Club – 3rd Wednesday each month – 

The Bird 7:45 pm 

Women’s Institute – 3rd Tuesday each 

month – Village Hall 7:00 pm 

Weekly Events elsewhere 

Sundays - Henstridge Airfield Car Boot 

Sale 
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The Virginia Ash 

Shortly after Christmas, the Virgin-

ia Ash changed hands with Tony 

and Jacqueline taking up the helm. 

The new owners have a free of tie 

lease agreement and 

have re-located to 

Somerset after run-

ning a chain of coffee 

shops in Orlando, 

Florida.  

Tony is no stranger to the 

Ash having known it when 

working for Greene King 

prior to going to America. 

The main immediate change 

will be the creation of new 

menus, but there are plans 

for the establishment of a new microbrew-

ery together with the introduction of a 

range of guest beers and ciders. You can 

make your booking direct with the pub on 

01963 363868 or just call in for a pint! 
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 Upcoming Activities 

Some dates for your diary  

5 March - Blackmore Vale U3A an-

nual general meeting in the Village 

Hall at 2:30 pm. 

10 March - Film night at the Village 

Hall at 7 pm.  The film will be 

“Swimming with Men”, a comedy 

about a men’s synchronised swim-

ming group. 

24 March - Car boot and Tabletop sale at 

the village Hall starts at 9 am. 

29 May - Annual Parish meeting at the 

Village Hall - time to be confirmed. 

23 June - Blackmore Vale Lions Club Golf 

fun day - details to be confirmed. 
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 Henstridge Village Hall 

By the time you read this our new 

heating system in the main hall will 

be up and running. We have in-

stalled low energy infra-red panels 

into the new suspended ceiling 

which will lower our heating costs 

considerably. Half of the cost of 

replacing the heating was paid for 

by our fund raising efforts and the rest 

by a grant given by the Quartet Commu-

nity Foundation, to whom we are very 

grateful. 

The old night storage heaters having 

been removed will enable us to go ahead 

with replacing the flooring in the main 

hall and lobby. We hope to carry this out 

soon and it will, after a little touch up of 

the paint here and there, complete the 

updating of the main hall. At a later date 

we will be looking at an overhaul of the 

stage. 

We are in the process of drawing up 

plans for the refurbishment of the lounge 

so that we can go to tender for the works 

that will be involved, and we can then set 

about seeking funding. This is our major 

project for 2019. 

We will be holding our AGM on May 

14th at 7pm. All stakeholder groups and 

the general public are very welcome. 

There will be cheese and wine and time 

for a chat afterwards. Do come along and 

find out more about your Village Hall 

and our plans for it. We are looking for 

extra members of the committee, people 

with a little time and perhaps some ex-

pertise that would be useful in the things 

we are hoping to achieve for the hall. 

Maybe you have a little time to spare to 

be a friend of the hall. We would be hap-

py to have the conversation with you to 

explain how you could help. 

Here are some of our fund raising events 

for the coming months. 

 Film Night 10th March - Swimming 

with Men, a very funny English come-

dy. £6.00 per ticket and of course there 

will be refreshments. 

 Car boot and table top sale on Sun-

day 24th March, Including a jumble 

sale—Perfect for getting rid of un-

wanted items during Spring Cleaning 

or for finding a bargain on the day. 

Tea, coffee, snacks and sausage / ba-

con butties to keep your energy up. 

 We will be holding a Quiz Night with 

a ploughman supper and bar in either 

April or June. 

 A 60 / 70’s Disco at the beginning of 

July with themed supper and bar. 

 A Bollywood style film night with 

curry supper is also being planned. 

One for the diary, Elvis 56 will be per-

forming with the If I Could Dream Band 

at the Village Hall on November 2nd. A 

spectacular night out - tickets will be in 

great demand so book early. 

Tickets for events can be obtained from 

Malcolm Stobart (01963) 363380, Ros 

Browning (01963) 363016 or any com-

mittee member. 

Look on social media where we will be 

posting information regarding all our 

events. 

We still have vacant slots in our booking 

calendar so, if you run a group, or are 

setting one up and need a meeting place 
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or need a venue for a family function, 

we can accommodate you. Just contact 

Malcolm Stobart our booking manager 

on 01963 363380. 

A list of all the groups using the hall 

with the relevant times can be found on 

the notice board at the Hall. There are 

groups and activities to suit all ages. If 

you are new to the village coming along 

to a group or activity is a great way to 

meet new people and make new friends. 

Many thanks to all those who have 

joined us at our fund raising events, we 

hope that we have given pleasure and 

entertainment. We thank you for helping 

us raise money to care for your Village 

Hall and improve it for the benefit of all 

the community. 

Carolyn Nichols Chairperson 

Church Flowers 

Do you like flowers? Do you like arrang-

ing them? Would you like to donate flow-

ers or money in memory of someone or to 

celebrate a special occasion?  

Did you answer yes to any of 

these questions? If you did you 

are the person we are looking 

for. Each week during the year 

except for Lent and Advent we 

have flowers in the church. This 

could be a pedestal or a small 

arrangement in the window near 

the altar and for special times we 

have many more flowers in win-

dows and in the porch. You do 

not have to be an expert, just like 

flowers and want to remember 

something or someone special.  

What next? Either put your name on the 

list in church or get in touch with Jane 

Jeanes. You are asked to look after them 

while they are in the church and to remove 

them when they have faded. 

Thank you to all those who decorated or 

helped in any way to make our church 

look and smell so wonderful over the 

Christmas period and for the Induction 

service. 

Jane Jeanes 

Youth Club 

Henstridge Youth Club is continuing to 

thrive, with a great turn out of young peo-

ple every session. We have continued to 

run fortnightly as it seems to work well for 

everyone at this time. We hope one day to 

return to weekly… 

Over the past year, we have been unable to 

afford both of the village hall rooms, but 

due to safeguarding we have now decided 

to rent both and raise the money needed 

for rent… somehow! It means we can keep 

our young people safe (no-one else can 

rent the other room at the same time as 

News and events continued 
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Youth Club) and it also means we now 

have a quiet space for some much needed 

youth work amongst the fun and games. 

January saw us having a good cupboard 

clear-out and deciding to get all the old 

Wii stuff out and connect it all up. Despite 

the young people not being impressed at 

our ‘retro’ gaming gear, they have all been 

thoroughly enjoying some 'Mario Cart' 

racing and lots of ‘Just Dance’ dance-offs!  

At the moment we are being supported by 

the charity ‘Young Somerset’. We have a 

youth worker working alongside us each 

week whilst training some of us in youth 

work which we hope to use to guide and 

advise our young people to stay safe and 

make healthy choices.  

We have had an amazing ‘Duke of Edin-

burgh’ volunteer working alongside us for 

the past few months - she has been a great 

help and we shall miss the extra pair of 

hands - if anyone you know is looking for 

places to volunteer for their DofE, do point 

them in our direction! 

Writing this on a chilly but sunny morning 

I think we’re all looking forward to the 

lighter evenings and being able to open the 

doors and encourage the young people out 

for some fun! Bring on the summer! 

Victoria 

Your Spare Room could change 

someone’s life 

How do you use your spare Bedroom? A 

place to store the laundry or an under-

used exercise bike? Why not give that 

room an amazing purpose? A home for a 

Somerset child. 

The number of children in care in our 

county has now risen to over 500. Could 

you help them enjoy a brighter future? 

Brandon and Josh 15 and 13, have been 

fostered for over seven years now and 

they can’t thank their foster carers 

enough:  

“When we first came to Dave and Paula’s 

house we were really scared, our lives 

were all over the place. They gave us love, 

stability and made us feel safe. They treat 

us just like their own children. We are in a 

much better place now and looking for-

ward to the future – Dave and Paula say 

we can stay as long as we like.” 

We are a ‘not for profit’ service. We chan-

nel our energies into a competitive fee for 

you, great training and support from our 

team, plus extra rewards and discounts 

when you foster with us. 

For more information call 0800 587 9900, 

visit www. fosteringinsomerset.org.uk or 

come to an information evening: 

www.fosteringinsomerset.org.uk/events.  

Help us spread the word on fostering: Like 

us on Facebook @fosteringinsomerset, fol-

low us on twitter @fostersomerset  

 

What do I need to be a foster carer?  

 The enthusiasm to help turn a child or 

young person’s life around  

 A spare bedroom but you DON'T need 

to be a homeowner.  

 You must be over 21, but there's NO 

upper age limit.  

 Whether you’re single or in a couple, 

what gender or sexual orientation you 

are DOESN'T matter. 

News and events continued 

http://www.fosteradoptsomerset.org.uk
http://www.fosteringinsomerset.org.uk/events


 

 Page 17 

 Pub Skittles at the Bird 

The game shares its ancestry with the 

outdoor lawn game known as bowls 

and is thus distantly related to 

billiard sports, some of which also 

retain the use of skittles. The skittle 

dates to the earliest known forms of 

bowling and ground billiards, even 

as far back as c. 3300BCE in Ancient 

Egypt. 

West Country Skittles is probably the most 

popular and basic version of the game and 

is the fore-runner of Ten Pin Bowling. In 

the traditional skittles game nine pins are 

arranged in a “diamond” at the end of the 

alley so that the sides of the diamond are 

diagonal to the edges of the alley. 

Originally there were three skittles alleys 

in Henstridge, The Bird in the Hand, the 

Virginia Ash and at the Fountain Inn. The 

Bird in the Hand is the only pub left in the 

village with an alley. The Virginia Ash lost 

its alley some decades ago and following 

demolition, all that is left of the Fountain 

Inn is Nine Pins Cottage, now converted 

into a home, being an obvious link to its 

former life.  

There is still a strong following of the 

game in the village with the Bird hosting 

two “Home” teams, The Hammers and the 

Left Overs. Both are in the Sturminster 

Newton League which is divided into four 

divisions with a total of 58 different teams 

competing. Teams are mixed including 

both men and women of all ages. 

Enthusiastic players would normally live 

within approximately a seven mile radius 

of Sturminster. Go almost any night to the 

Bird and you will find teams playing. 

Currently the Hammers are lying third in 

their division, fighting to get into the top 

two teams allowing them to be promoted 

up from Division B up to the premier 

Division A where they have been since 

they were formed in 1969. Similar to 

football the top two teams are promoted, 

while the bottom two will be relegated to a 

lower division. 

The comparison with football doesn’t just 

stop there. At a recent derby match 

between the Hammers and the Leftovers 

the atmosphere was electric singing and 

jeering through the evening. All extremely 

good natured and projecting the very best 

in local sports rivalry the match was won 

against all expectations by the Leftovers. 

Bird in Hand 

 
Your friendly local pub 

Skittle Alley available for functions 

Real Ale, local cider and guest beers available 
Lunch time bar snacks 

Sky Sports 

Telephone: 01963 362255 
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Both of these teams have a proud and long 

history. The Leftovers have been running 

for some 50 years following a trip in the 

1960’s to Butlins by four friends who came 

back and established the local team. The 

Hammers were started by Peter Jackson 

and Norman Guy (who still plays). They 

originally played as reserves for another 

team. That team broke up following some 

of the members moving away prompting 

Peter and Norman to recruit new members 

and forming the Bird in Hand Team. This 

eventually became the Hammers, named 

after West Ham as some of the members 

were strong supporters of that football 

team at the time. Members form a terrific 

bond, not just playing the game but 

establishing strong friendships. Loyalty to 

the team is paramount.  Over the years the 

team has won most of the cups in the 

league, the Average Cup, the Captain’s 

Cup, Over fifties Cup and have been at the 

top of the “A” Division. There remains 

work to be done to re-claim their rightful 

position in the “A” Division! 

Special Feature continued 
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 Friars Moor Vets is located in Stur-

minster Newton though their area of 

operations covers farms between 

Sherborne, Shaftsbury, Blandford 

and Salisbury. The main surgery is in 

Sturminster, though the practice has 

others located in both Blandford and 

Shaftsbury. There is a medicine and 

supplies collection point in Sher-

borne. 

On entering the main building, the first 

impression is indeed one of size and 

professionalism, well organised, the 

practice employs over 60 people and 

looks after both farm and domestic ani-

mals. The practice is therefore big 

enough to offer 24-hour cover 365 days 

a year (Yes, they did work on Christmas 

Day). Although mainly working with 

farm animals there is a domestic side to 

the business and forty percent of work 

is small animals.  

Perhaps the most important aspect of the 

practice is that it is independent. In a 

world where corporations are buying up 

traditional veterinary surgeries, the inde-

pendent will always offer that extra ser-

vice and commitment which is simply not 

possible within a corporate group. There 

are four senior vets within the practice 

who are shareholders in the company but 

spend all of their time on the road in prac-

tice. In consequence the surgery has a fam-

ily feel about it which percolates down to 

all members of staff. There are 16 farm vets 

supported by five veterinary technicians. 

In addition, there are eight pet vets, nine 

nurses and further support and admin-

istration staff. 

The practice has been working for 61 

years, formed in 1957 it has not only ex-

panded since those early days, it has also 

changed through specialisation. Until just 

fifteen years ago all vets would have to 

support all ranges of animals. Rather 

like the rest of the medical profession 

that is no longer the case. There is a 

clear division between farm and do-

mestic and even within those catego-

ries there is some preference given to 

vet’s individual interests and 

knowledge. This is perhaps even more 

important in the veterinary field when 

you remember that unlike humans, the 

animal can’t actually say what is 

wrong or what hurts! 
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 The practice is accredited by the Royal 

College of Veterinary Surgeons (RCVS). 

This means that works is to standards of 

“best practice” and that staff have to be 

fully up to date with current veterinary 

thinking. All practising staff keep up to 

date and attend course on continual pro-

fessional development; knowledge that is 

regularly passed on to farmers and clients 

through courses and workshops for farm-

ers or through meetings with clients in 

surgery. There are courses on husbandry, 

calving course, lambing courses even artifi-

cial insemination! Alongside this is advice 

on the appropriate use of medicines and 

safety not only to the animal, but to the 

person administering the treatment. Cur-

rent trends are away from using anti-

biotics to the extent that were seen in the 

past and advice is given on when their use 

is appropriate and when alternatives could 

be employed. Bio security is another seri-

ous aspect of the practice, ensuring risk of 

infection is kept to an absolute minimum 

and protecting animals as far as is possible 

by supporting both farmers and pet own-

ers, giving advice and offering consulta-

tions on how best to organise health of 

animals. Protection being always better 

than cure! 

For small animals, part of that best practice 

is the Lifetime Care Club. For a small 

monthly charge, you can spread the cost of 

vaccinations, health assessment, flea, tick 

and worm treatments. It further gives dis-

count to other treatments as they become 

necessary. All animals are looked after not 

just dogs and cats. Services include critical 

care, for those animals unfor-

tunate enough to be involved 

in an accident or have con-

tracted serious illness. 

The practice is set for further 

expansion, looking for a new 

more modern site in Shaftes-

bury allowing for an exten-

sion to the facilities that al-

ready exist there and possibly 

a larger site for the main prac-

tice at Sturminster.  

Friars Moor has a lot to look forward to, 

certainly another 60 years! 

Contact Friars Moor Vets  

T: 01258 472314 

Web: www.friarsmoorvets.co.uk 
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 Henstridge WI 

Our activities continue apace and we 

have had a lot of fun in the past few 

months. One of the highlights was 

our county carol service in Wells 

Cathedral – one of the occasions 

when we do sing ‘Jerusalem’. It 

sounded wonderful! 

We have had some interesting 

speakers and particularly enjoyed a 

talk from a representative of The SS Great 

Britain Trust in Bristol. We hope to 

arrange an outing there later in the year. 

Our Christmas meal at the Golf Club was 

enjoyed by all, and this year we were 

entertained by our drama group giving a 

performance of ‘The 12 days of Christmas’. 

We have continued to enjoy skittles, 

quizzes, social events and most of all – 

CAKE!   

Come and join us. You will have a very 

warm welcome. 

Sue Latimer - 01963 365765 

email:  susanlatimer155@gmail  

Line Dancing 

Our Christmas meal was at Henstridge 

Golf Club and we had a great meal and 

good company. 

We’re still going strong with lots of 

dancing and some nattering.  Some of us 

are off to the Octagon, to see The Chinese 

New Year Extravaganza.  So looking 

forward to that! 

We meet Thursdays at Henstridge Village 

Hall.  

Time 7.45pm. 

Price £3  

Ros Browning— 01963 363016 

CAMEO 

Where has the time gone?  

For Christmas we had a Fish and Chip 

Supper with a Quiz, which was very well 

supported. 

Then in February John Smales came and 

gave us a talk and slides on "Queen 

Victoria's Soldiers in Poetry", which was 

brilliant. If you get a chance to hear John 

talk, go. 

By the time you read this our Skittles night 

at the Bird in Hand will have passed, 

again always well supported. 

The programme for the rest of the year is: 

April 2  - 16 years around the world. 

Richard and Susan Kidd 

May 7 - History of Mompesson 

Emily Mc Cormack 

June 4 - Metal Detecting  

John Harper 

July 7 - Patio Party  

7.00pm Village Hall 

September 3- Ascension Island Plants 

Martin Young 

October 1- TBA 

November 5 - Circumnavigating the UK 

Lee Taylor 

December 3 - Fish and Chip Supper 

7.00pm with Romance through 

the Decades, David Andrews 

As you see, a busy programme! 

We meet on the  1st Tuesday of the month 

at Henstridge Village Hall in the Lounge 

Time 7.30pm unless otherwise stated.  

Price £2. 

Ros Browning—01963 363016 
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Bell Ringing 

We are still looking for ringers who are 

interested in coming along and having a 

go.  Ringing takes place at 7:30pm at the 

Church each Tuesday. 

If you are interested or have any questions, 

please feel free to contact me  

Ellen Edwards 

Tower Captain 

01963 362282 

 

Family History Group 

It seems a long while since the Armistice 

centenary weekend, but I would like to 

thank those in the village who helped the 

Family History Group, providing stories 

and artefacts of WW1, and their ancestors. 

November the 10th was an extremely wet 

day, but it was pleasing to see so many 

attend the exhibition in the church; it made 

the effort very worthwhile. 

The FHG continues to meet bi-monthly, 

and will welcome anyone who has an 

interest in genealogy, whether experienced 

but looking for extra tips or those who are 

just starting out to trace their family 

histories.  

Please contact Linda Farnsworth if you are 

interested, by either phone or email. 

Linda Farnsworth     01963 365802          

henstridgefhs@gmail.com 

 

The Art Group 

We meet on Monday mornings in the 

village hall from 10am - 12.  Any 

newcomers are welcome. 

This is an informal group who just meet to 

pursue their own particular style and 

medium. We do not have a tutor, but it is a 

friendly, non-critical place in which 

everyone is encouraged to 'have a go ‘. 

Enquiries to Liz Holbrook on 01963 363193 

or just turn up for a warm welcome. 

Henstridge Book Club 

The last few months have included our 

annual attempt at skittles, and reading an 

old favourite author – Val McDermid.  

(She didn’t disappoint!)  We continue to 

try to read new authors, new times, new 

countries… but still in the crime fiction / 

espionage genre. 

 We meet monthly informally at the Bird in 

Hand to discuss our latest choice (and put 

the world to rights!).  You are very 

welcome to join us – even if you can’t 

make every meeting. 

 Our regular meeting date is the 3rd 

Wednesday of each month at 7:45pm at the 

Bird in Hand, so just come along one 

evening, or if you would like more 

information, please contact Gail Cullum  

Gail Cullum - 01963 362878 

email – gailpcullum@gmail.com 
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Blackmore Vale U3A 

Annual General Meeting - 2:30 pm, 

Tuesday 5th March 2019 at Henstridge 

Village Hall 

“Saint or Sinner” -  Diane Janes will talk on 

The Famous Career of Sir Bernard 

Spilsbury  

Members £1.50 Visitors £2.50 refreshments 

included 

News from the Lion’s Den 

Welcome to the latest news bulletin from 

the Blackmore Vale Lions Club. 

It’s hard to believe that Xmas has come 

and gone, however the hard work in 

preparing our float collections and the 

hours spent collecting throughout the Vale 

paid off with bumper collections. Already 

the Milborne Port surgery has benefited 

from a donation to provide a Pulse 

Oximeter for testing and diagnosing adults 

and children with life-threatening 

respiratory issues. 

We always welcome hearing of other such 

genuine needs in the area.  We always 

wish to donate our collected money back 

to local charities and good causes.  

We are just ordering the Easter eggs to 

raffle in local pubs etc. so if you see them 

on display please buy a ticket. 

This year our annual Blackmore Vale 

Lions Golf Fun Day will be held on 

Sunday 23 June. The proceeds from the 

event will support local charities and good 

causes. 

Details and entry forms will shortly be on 

our website www.bvlions.yolasite.com or 

can be obtained from me. 

At the end of May we will be welcoming a 

visit of members from our twin club 

Hannover Tiergarten, Germany, and have 

a number of social events planned. 

If you are interested in joining our Club 

please give me a call.   

 A big thank you! – to all of you that have 

supported and helped us. 

Our motto as ever is “we serve”. 

Lion Peter Oswick - 01963 363281 

Email - peter.oswick@btinternet.com 
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News from the Hive 

The sun is shining and we can get out 

again! We have been out on sunny days 

but when the sun is shining and there are 

flowers blooming we are happy. Ken 

spotted us bringing back pale green pollen 

this morning which is almost certainly 

from snowdrops. Crocus and primrose 

pollen is also very welcome as a change 

from stored food. Ken has been around 

and checked to make sure we have enough 

stores and given fondant to hives which 

are short of food. He has left the mouse 

guards just in case a stray mouse fancies 

full board with us.  

If you saw the news earlier this month you 

will know that all pollinators are in danger 

and may be extinct in some places which 

could pose huge problems for food 

production all over the world. Help us by 

planting the right and varied plants, 

putting out water in dry weather, leaving a 

few overgrown patches and dead wood 

and cutting down on the pesticides you 

use. There are lots of bee friendly plants 

around now. These are the ones with 

simple flowers. Bumble bees need to find 

holes from mid-February onwards to start 

new colonies. They like old rabbit holes or 

holes in banks or trees but can sometimes 

be persuaded to use a nest box. The queen 

bumble is a single parent and starts her 

colony each year from scratch. She likes 

compost bins as a nest site because they 

are warm, so take care when top dressing 

borders this spring. They do not normally 

sting and can co-exist with us in our 

gardens. If however they are in the wrong 

place they can sometimes be moved. 

We do still have honey for sale and with a 

little notice candles or hand cream and we 

can deliver! 

Ken Jeanes - 01963 370769 

Celeste Nourse Photography 

BA (Hons) Photomedia, ABIPP, ARPS, ASWPP 
Creative, professional photography service 

Weddings, Portraits (studio / location) 

Special Events, Parties 

 
Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07989 637168 
Email: info@celestenourse.co.uk 

Web: www.celestenourse.co.uk 

Vale Auto Services 

Low Cost Motoring Centre 
Premium service at sensible prices 

MOT £35 while you wait: Monday-Saturday 

Servicing, Repairs, Diagnostics, Tyres, 

Laser Wheel Alignment 
Free Collection / Delivery / Courtesy Car 

Telephone: 01963 362843 

Web: www.valeautoservices.co.uk 

MB Electrical – Part P Registered 

Mike Barnes domestic electrical work  
& PAT testing 

Telephone: 01963 363133 or 07966 108590 

Clubs & Societies continued 
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Brian Kinder & Son 

Motor engineers 
Servicing & repairs to all makes 

 

Unit 7A Marsh Lane Industrial Estate,  

Henstridge BA80TG 
Telephone: 01963 363151 or 07714 293852 
Email: gkinder2808@gmail.com 

Web: www.briankinderandson.co.uk 

Westree Company 

Tree surgery, pruning, reductions, felling, stump 
removal, emergency tree works, logs for sale. 
Hedge trimming, reductions, planting, sheds, 

summerhouses, garden rooms,  

equestrian buildings, garages 
Telephone: 01963 362615 
Email: enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk 

Web: www.westreecompany.co.uk 

Loose Ends   

The first WOTS ON of the year so Happy 

New Year to all who have read this far in 

the magazine.   We celebrated our twelfth 

Christmas in our usual ways in December. 

Christmas dinner was held on the first 

weekend, attended by 25 at the Viginia 

Ash, followed by a delightful visit from 

the school choir singing an eclectic mixture 

of carols.  The run up to Christmas 

included a mince pie day and Christmas 

biscuits (thank you Jane, once again!) . 

January was quiet this year, probably 

because it was a long, gloomy month, 

brightened at the end by my birthday, 

which I share with Shirley! 

Now we are in the middle of February,  

the days are beginning to lengthen a bit 

and the snowdrops and daffodils are out 

in my garden  Simon and Gail returned 

from the southern hemisphere with 

armfuls of red roses for Valentine’s Day, 

which took place on February 15th   this 

year, at Loose Ends in Henstridge. 

The Loose Ends coffee morning meets 

every Friday in the Village Hall lounge 

from 10.30am till noon. We currently have 

26 people on our rota so we are back at full 

strength. We are planning to be open as 

usual over the Easter holiday and may 

even rise to hot cross buns! We hope to see 

you there. Happy Easter (soon!) 

David Rabone—01963 362892 

drabone10@btinternet.com 
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 Rogues, Vagabonds and Scoundrels 

- Crime and Punishment in 

Elizabethan England 

‘Hark, Hark the dogs do bark, 

Beggars are coming to town, 

Some in jags, some in rags, 

And one in a velvet gown.’ 

 

Vagrancy 1495 

One of the first acts in Tudor times to 

punish 'vagabonds' was in 1495 followed 

by an act in 1531 to evict vagrants from 

parishes by sending them back to their 

home towns or give them a licence to beg.  

[Paul Slack]  A ‘vagabond’ according to 

the Oxford Dictionary is ‘a wanderer or 

vagrant especially an idle one.’ A vagrant 

being ‘someone without a settled home or 

regular work.’ The colloquial – familiar 

term - suggests ‘a scamp or rascal.’  Friend 

or Foe? Care or Punishment? The out-of-

use English nursey rhyme ‘Hark, Hark’ 

said to originated in the thirteenth century, 

rang out a warning of strangers in town, 

and not the kind to drive in smart cars 

either; the word ‘jag’ referring to ‘material 

which is slit showing another colour 

below.’ 

Elizabethan Poor Laws 1601 

Queen Elizabeth the First (1558-1603) 

introduced a set of laws designed to both 

relieve and repress the poor, developed 

over time into the Vagrancy Act of 1598 

and 1601 Act for the Relief of the Poor. 

Legislation defined for society the poor 

who deserved help and those who didn’t.  

Beier claims the Vagrancy Act was 

established to deal with persons deemed 

deviant and unlawful,  who were to be 

oppressed as they did not fit in with the 

rising shape of a society.  [A. L. Beier A. L. 

Vagrancy and the Social Order in 

Elizabethan England.]  These were rogues, 

all beggars were deemed ‘rogues’ except 

those who begged for food in their own 

parish, and soldiers and sailors who were 

on their way home; each would receive a 

licence to ‘legitimise’ their presence and 
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  Today,  the words of the old rhyme ‘Hark Hark’  

may have formed the origins of a more familiar 

saying ‘stranger danger.  

Detail from a portrait of Henry VIII (1530s), showing numerous 

small jags cut into the body and sleeves of his doublet, through 

which "puffs" of the underlying shirt have been pulled through’: 

Source Wikipedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_VIII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doublet_(clothing)
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purpose.  Within the series of legislation 

was a section specifically for the 

punishment of such ‘rogues, vagabonds 

and sturdy beggars.’ Persons who were 

lumped together with anyone else calling 

themselves a ‘scholar,’ all the ‘wandering’ 

and ’idle,’  all common labourers who 

were offered but refused work and all 

persons pretending to be ‘Egyptians.’  The 

law stated they were to be arrested, 

‘whipped until bloody’ and kicked out,  

sent on their way to their parish of 

settlement (birth parish.) Those deemed 

‘dangerous rogues’ forcibly banished  

from a parish under a threat of death if 

they returned. Those settled in a parish 

sent to a House of Correction if able-

bodied and lodged in an alms house if 

incapacitated.  There now existed a 

structure fed by a hierarchy of responsible 

persons and organisations to deal with the 

poor. Both reinforced the ideals of ‘Friend 

or Foe’ and ‘Care or Punishment.’  

Champions of  the Elizabethan Poor Laws 

hail them as a major development in the 

role of the state, especially as it placed a 

duty on society to carry out the law. Some 

argue it further encouraged a sense of 

social responsibility by setting  the 

standard and placing the relief of the poor 

mainly in the hands of Churchwardens 

and a team of Overseers annually 

appointed  by the Justices of Peace (JPs)  

The structural changes at a parish level 

included the building of hospitals and 

alms houses for the deserving poor and 

houses of correction and village lock-ups 

for the vagabonds,  a building programme 

funded through a national and district 

taxation scheme.  Wakeford mentions the 

existence of two poor houses in 

Henstridge, at Ash End and Southmead 

Lane, the actual sites not known but an 

interesting subject for further research.   

Care and punishment in early modern 

Henstridge and Templecombe 

Queen Elizabeth I was the daughter of 

Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn,  her father 

was not known for his sympathy towards 

monasteries or priories. The poor and the 

sick may have received help from the 

Knights of St John at Templecombe who 

disappeared about the same time as the 

dissolution of the monasteries, as did the 

priory at Yenston where weary travellers 

and pilgrims may have found refuge. 

Indeed, historians point out the 

suppression of such accommodations 

created a noticeable rise in the number of 

beggars and vagabonds.  

Punishment facilities for the villagers of 

Henstridge have long since disappeared as 

there is no evidence of a village lock-up. 

Henstridge History continued 

The 13th century ‘Preaching Stone’ is located in  the 

churchyard 
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Even the original Saxon name for Furge 

Grove of Pound (Pinfold) Lane suggests 

existence of an animal enclosure rather 

than a stockade for scoundrels!  Various 

uses have been discussed for the thirteenth 

century stone, situated in the churchyard, 

one of its more sinister services being that 

of a whipping post. Furthermore, one of 

the fields running along the parish 

boundary at Bowden goes by the rather 

gruesome name of ‘hanging ground’.  

Certainly,  it is known that such 

‘amenities’ were often on the edge of a 

village or settlement, like ‘Jack White’s 

Gibbet’ at Castle Cary, where legend has it 

a ‘witch’ was strung up in a cage and left 

to die.   One thing for sure the village 

stocks once situated outside the Old 

Vicarage wall near the church are now 

long gone.  If you are interested,  take a 

look at the stocks at Abbas Combe, a fine 

example and one of only a few existing 

medieval village stocks in the west 

country. Clearly rogues and vagabonds 

were subjected to a hard time wherever 

they went. 

Treatment of ‘Vagabonds’                     

The 1598 Vagrancy Act repealed earlier 

acts and the major changes included the 

introduction of the vagabond passport 

scheme. The legal process empowered a 

magistrate to extract an examination 

testimony from the vagabond to establish 

the place of settlement (or birth)  whereby 

a Removal Order was drawn up.  Should 

the order require a long journey through 

many counties, a vagabond pass or licence 

was issued to grant the way. [ W.E. Tate  

The Parish Chest Cambridge 1969.] The 

pass informed the necessary authorities of 

the nature of a person’s movements and in 

theory granted permission for that person 

to move through an area without being 

captured.  Its purpose was to make the law 

enforceable and more effective by 

identifying and controlling any 'wandering 

persons.' Whilst misleading to suggest the 

pass was merely a formality, a 'legalised' 

way of passing the buck of social 

responsibility to another parish, its 

contents, however,  do not tell how contact 

is made with the next Constable,  once the 

county boundary is reached.  Critics 

of the passport scheme argue it 

increased the number of  'wandering 

persons,' especially where unclear 

county boundary procedures 

existed. Supposedly to counter this 

the Settlement Act of 1662 led to 

substantial rewards for persons 

‘capturing’ known vagabonds. 

Constables received a payment for 

removing the vagabond without a 

licence to the next County 

Constable.  The legislation 

reinforced the county boundary 

and county jurisdiction over a 

waning parish authority and 

Henstridge History continued 

Medieval stocks at Abbas Combe and Templecombe  located near the en-

trance to Lily Lane.  
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expenses for ejecting vagabonds was now 

chargeable to the county not parish rate.  

 

From 1601 until 1834 the Elizabethan Poor 

Laws remains in force and the Vagrancy 

Act of 1598 evolves over time into the 

Vagrancy Act 1824. Arguably the law was 

used against the poor doing them a great 

injustice. This was especially true of those 

unfortunate enough to find themselves in 

less favourable circumstances and labelled 

as ‘vagabonds.’ A nomadic existence was 

impossible as that action constituted a 

crime. For the vagabond  a travel pass 

meant so much more for in effect the legal 

paperwork was a means to survival. 

Without it a person was rendered 

immobile and even more vulnerable to the 

forces of the law. [Paul Slack  The English 

Poor Law 1531 - 1782] A later amendment 

in 1744 continued to support hard labour 

and flogging of the vagabond but was 

supposed to relax pressure on them being 

sent back to the parish of settlement. Did it 

work in reality?  We are about to find out. 

 

‘Vagabond Pass’ 

In the UK very few examples of a 

vagabond passport exist.  The Records 

Office in Dorchester holds a copy of this 

prized document. [Overseers Conveyance 

Licence  DRO  PE/BER: OV 22/38 &37]  

Known to contemporaries and locals alike 

as a 'Vagabond' Pass, it is officially 

catalogued as an 'Overseers Conveyance 

Licence.’  The pass is significant historical 

evidence of the rationalisation process 

taking place in early modern England and 

was issued in 1747 three years after the 

introduction of the 1744 amendment.  The 

vagabond pass is in part located on the 

back of the Removal Order and the rest is 

found on the back of the Examination 

Certificate. Documents written separately 

but for administrative, practical and 

economic reasons kept together. Not only 

did one document support the other,  

paper was expensive to produce therefore 

used sparingly. The hand-written 

endorsements, compiled and signed by a 

different Constable for each county of the 

journey, follow a similar pattern and 

wording, listing formal details such as 

Henstridge History continued 

Map showing a potential journey route today 
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dates and places. A unique record, neither 

mass produced nor in a standard printed 

form, but retaining an individual 

character. A few personal details and clues 

emerge, allowing a window into the life of 

the ‘vagabond’ Margaret Sexie. 

The  vagabond passport charts the 

progress made by Margaret and her child 

on their journey towards Bere Regis in 

Dorset,  the parish of her birth. People 

tended to migrate from their birth parish 

for marriage or in search of employment. 

Margaret undertook this journey with her 

child whose existence is only known from 

the Removal Order information. Child 

apprenticeships tended to start at around 

ages of six or seven,  Margaret’s child may 

have been even younger than this. The 

authority it represents must have had the 

greatest effect on Margaret’s freedom of 

movement, with its power to impinge and 

alter the essence of her life. The formal 

directive gives no indication of the harsh 

realities of travelling the long distance or 

of the physical endurance required.  No 

details are given of her age or physical 

state, the endorsements betray no feeling,  

sentiment or compassion. For sure,  

Margaret Sexie was not a criminal, rather a 

wife and mother and a victim of 

circumstance.    

Margaret and her child were the family of 

a soldier living in the north east of 

England.  Her husband Joseph Sexie was a 

servant of the monarch, expected to put 

duty and country before his family.  The 

cause of Margaret’s destitution was 

probably due to her husband being away 

fighting or his death. The Battle of Cape 

Finisterre erupted during May 1747. The 

settlement law stated Margaret and her 

child ‘belonged’ to her husband,  married 

women having no settlement rights of 

their own. Most revealing is the fact of 

being the wife of a soldier failed to protect 

her from being labelled a 'vagabond' or to 

stop the treatment she would receive. 

Serving soldiers and sailors were given 

parish help, however, no extension given 

to spouse or siblings in their absence. It is 

very likely her husband was dead, so the 

settlement parish was now the one of her 

birth, and the reason Margaret and her 

child were required to leave Newcastle-

upon-Tyne and go to Bere Regis in Dorset.  

The pass, not equipped to tell us how they 

were catered for on their journey,  where 

they slept,  or what food they were given,  

does, however chart Margaret’s incredible 

journey.  An arduous slog lasting 15 days 

from 8 May - 23 May 1747 and covering 

more than 500 miles. Today this journey 

might take up to 10 hours. In a striking 

testimony of achievement,  they began 

walking the distance from Newcastle upon 

Tyne. Did she make it all the way to Bere 

Regis or did fate intervene? We shall never 

know for sure as her trek ends abruptly at 

Littleworth, near Amberley in 

Gloucestershire, 160 miles from Bere 

Regis. Nothing more is known about the 

lives of Margaret and her child after her 

last recorded stop.   

Henstridge History continued 
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HOWZAT! 

Clearly the Elizabethan Poor Laws have 

had far reaching significance but surely 

even the banished medieval fortune tellers 

could not have foretold that four hundred 

and twenty  years in the future  on 7th 

February 2018 the House of Commons 

would sit to debate the repeal of the 

Vagrancy Act of 1824; a law with basis in 

the 1598 Vagrancy Act. Interestingly, it was 

rejected and a second reading to take place 

provisionally on a date yet to be 

announced. [ Hansard Parliament UK]   

Section 4 of the Vagrancy Act 1824 is still 

in force today.  

Persons committing certain offences to be 

deemed rogues and vagabonds. 

Here is part of the act: 

Every person committing any of the offences 

herein-before mentioned, after having been 

convicted as an idle and disorderly 

person; every person pretending or 

professing to tell fortunes, or using any 

subtle craft, means, or device, by palmistry 

or otherwise, to deceive and impose on any of 

his Majesty’s subjects;  every person 

wandering abroad and lodging in any barn or 

outhouse, or in any deserted or unoccupied 

building, or in the open air, or under a tent, or 

in any cart or waggon,  not having any visible 

means of subsistence  and not giving a good 

account of himself or herself; …… shall be 

deemed a rogue and vagabond, within the 

true intent and meaning of this Act;…. 

 

 

 

 

Scoundrels beware! 

If you are interested in visiting village 

gaols, there are some fine examples to be 

seen at Castle Cary in Somerset, Swanage 

in east Dorset as well as Bradford-on-Avon 

and Heytesbury in Wiltshire.  Have fun 

and enjoy, all dress codes welcome. 

 

 

Henstridge History continued 
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Swanage 

 

And in Bradford on Avon, Wiltshire 

Bradford on Avon Bridge and Lock-up courtesy 

of Visitwiltshire.co.uk 

 

 

 

And Heytesbury near Warminster, 

Wiltshire. 

©Caroline Rowland February 2019 
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Quiet Corner Farm: Patricia Thompson 

Award winning apple juice 

 

Telephone: 01963 363045 

Blackmore Vale Forge 

General blacksmith, welding & steel fabrication 
Telephone: 01963 364116 
Email: blackmorevaleforge@yahoo.co.uk 

A LEEK SALAD FOR SPRING 

(serves 4)  

This makes a light starter, or a bit 

more of a main if you partner it with 

either smoked salmon, prosciutto, or 

some crumbled goats’ cheese.   

500g leeks, white part only, thinly 

sliced into rounds and washed well. 

4 hard boiled eggs. 

3 spring onions, finely sliced. 

Dressing made from: 6 tablespoons 

olive or rapeseed oil, 2 tablespoons 

tarragon vinegar, salt and finely 

ground white pepper, well mixed. 

3 tablespoons mayonnaise folded 

into 2 tablespoons crème fraiche. 

 

Finely chopped fresh herbs – chives, pars-

ley, chervil if available, tarragon if not. 

Steam the leeks until tender. While they 

are steaming, make the dressing and set 

aside, and mix the mayonnaise with the 

crème fraiche. Quarter the eggs.  

In a shallow dish arrange the leeks and 

pour the dressing over them, mix gently. 

Arrange a circle of leeks on each plate, put 

a dessertspoonful of the mayonnaise mix-

ture in the centre. Place the quarters of egg 

round the edge. Top the plate with the 

spring onions and dust with the fresh 

herbs.  

© Simone Sekers 
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Derek Etherington Dip(I.T.) BSc (Hons) 

Broadband, wireless / wired networks. PC, Mac, 
iPad, Smartphone, Tablet etc. Computer repairs 
and upgrades. Tuition available. Free local callout. 

Websites designed & maintained. CISCO trained 
Reasonable rates. Monday – Friday 9am-6pm 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07855 287150 

Email: info@dcenet.co.uk 

Web: www.dcenet.co.uk 

C&G Plumbing 

 
All types of plumbing work undertaken from tap 

repairs to full installations. 

No job too small 
Experienced, reliable and professional service at 

Reasonable prices 

 

Telephone: 01963 371209 or 07766 186704 

Spring Gardening 

This is a busy time for vegetable 

growers and vegetable seeds can be 

started in a propagator or sunny win-

dowsill if the ground is still too cold. 

As soon as seedlings appear, place in 

a cooler, but well-lit place to stop 

them becoming spindly. 

There’s still time to plant bare rooted 

plants, like soft fruit, roses or trees, alt-

hough aim to have it all done by St. Pat-

rick’s Day. Potted plants can be planted in 

the ground until June but mulch them. 

Weather can turn windy and dry between 

March and May so make sure they are 

well watered and heel them in. If it turns 

out as hot as last year for a prolonged sea-

son again then consider shading plants 

with gazebos or temporary screens. 

Now’s the time to get the lawn mower out 

of the shed for the first cut of the season. 

Mowers work best if well serviced and 

sharp. Start with the mower set at a much 

higher level than you would ultimately 

like. Give your lawn a few cuts at this 

grade to give the grass a good start. 

Spring is a good time to freshen up the soil 

and apply a little mulch to feed the soil 

and the plants. As you work through the 

border there’s still time to do a little divid-

ing of over-grown perennials. Lift them, 

divide the crown and re place the plant in 

a smaller group or elsewhere. 

The Chelsea Flower Show at the end of 

May/early June is the time to give your 

Sempervivum Autumn Joy the ‘Chelsea 

Chop’. Perennials can be cut back by half 

and this will keep them compact and less 

likely to need staking. Plants that respond 

well to the Chelsea chop include: 

Anthemis tinctoria 

Echinacea purpurea 

Helenium 

Phlox paniculata 

Sedum (upright, strong-growing forms 

such as 'Herbstfreude') 

Solidago 

Many other summer- and autumn-

flowering perennials can be treated simi-

larly. The degree of cutting back is specific 

to each species but the closer to flowering 

time you prune, the greater the delay in 

flowering. 

Helen Howlett 
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As a further aid to problem solving, we are including the answers to these puzzles on the 

Wot’s On web site. 
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 Useful Information 
Opening Times 
Post Office 9:00am—5:30pm Mon-Fri, 9:00am—12:30pm Sat 

Shop 8:00am—6:00 pm Mon-Sat, 8:00am-1:00pm Sun 

PO letter box collections 5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10:15am Sat 

Numbers to Note 
Chemist, Stalbridge Pharmacy 01963 362246 

District Councillor, Hayward Burt 07543 854391 

District Councillor, William Wallace 01963 370423 

Doctors, Stalbridge Surgery 01963 362363 

Doctors, Milborne Port Surgery 01963 250334 

Electricity distribution (power cuts, emergencies) 105 (power cuts), 0800 072 7282 (emergencies) 

Hospital, Sherborne Yeatman 01935 813991 

Hospital, Yeovil District 01935 475122 

Local MP, David Warburton 01373 580500  

Parish Council (Zöe Godden) 07745 270285 or 01747 826401 

Police, non emergency and PCSO John Winfield 101 

South Somerset District Council 01935 462462 

South Somerset County Council—Single number 0300 123 2224 

St Nicholas C of E School, Secretary 01963 362308 

Village Hall bookings , Malcolm Stobart 01963 363380 

Wessex Water (water leaks, supply failure) 0345 6004600 

Clubs and Societies 

Art Group Liz Holbrook 01963 393193 Mondays 10am –noon, Village Hall 

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards 01963 362282 Tuesdays 7:30pm, Church Tower 

Blackmore Vale Lions Peter Oswick 01963 363281 

Blackmore Vale U3A Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Book Club Gail Cullum 01963 362878 3rd Wed monthly, 7:45 pm , Bird 

Brownies & Rainbows Jane Jeanes 01963 370769 Brownies Mon 6pm, St Nich Sch. 

CAMEO Ros Browning 01963 363016 1st Tues monthly, 7:45, Vill Hall 

Explorers Pre School Anna Swinburn 01963 363228 Mon-Fri 8:45am-3:13pm (termtime) 

Family History Group Linda Farnsworth 01963 365802 Alternate months, Village Hall 

History Group Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Line Dancing Ros Browning 01963 363016 Thursdays 7:45-8:45pm, Village Hall 

Loose Ends Dave Rabone 01963 362892 Fridays 10:30am-noon, Village Hall 

Sports Club Committee Steve Penny 01963 362157 

Women’s Institute Sue Latimer 01963 365765 3rd Tues monthly,  7pm Village Hall 

 



Editorial Team:  John Atkinson, Paul Dimishky, Gail Cullum 

Reporter:  vacant positiion 

Enquiries:  WotsOnEditor@gmail.com 

Web:   www.wotsonhenstridge.info 

Printed By:  Aurora Print & Design—sales@auroraprintanddesign.co.uk 




