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At the time of writing this edition of 

Wot’s On we are still experiencing 

the driest summer since 1976. In that 

year, it was not until September that 

the rain came. Many will celebrate 

the hot summer with visits to the coast 

regular barbeques and more of a 

continental outdoor lifestyle. 

There is however, a more serious side to 

the drought conditions, particularly in our 

immediate area where dairy farming is so 

important to our local countryside. Cattle 

are being kept inside during the day, 

being let out at night when conditions are 

cooler, but feeding all the time on silage, 

in some cases from bales up to two years 

old. Stocks of silage are being used up at 

an alarming rate, reducing the winter 

supply. Without rain, allowing farms to 

produce more before the end of October, 

there will be a winter shortage. Calves 

normally sent to market are having to be 

kept as potential buyers don’t want extra 

mouths to feed. 

How does this affect us you may ask? 

Well we do need healthy and successful 

farms to look after our countryside. There 

are more tractor movements at the 

moment with farmers constantly moving 

silage and sand for pens. All this activity 

means that normal jobs done at this time 

of year are either being delayed or simply 

not being done, so fence mending, hedge 

trimming and maintenance tasks are being 

left. 

Let’s continue to enjoy the summer, but 

perhaps give a thought to our local farms 

that keep our countryside in such good 

condition for us all to enjoy. It will rain. 

We need a few weeks to restore the 

balance and water supplies. Let’s not 

complain too much when it does……. 

Looking forward, Remembrance 

ceremonies and services this year will 

have special significance, marking the 

100th anniversary of the first World War.  

Have a look through our magazine to see 

what the church is planning, what the 

parish council is planning, and update 

yourself on some of the history in both the 

family history group notes, and in 

Caroline Rowland’s excellent article. 
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 The Biddiscombe Family 

The Biddiscombe family have 

become a long-established family 

within Henstridge, having first 

moved to the village over 70 years 

ago. 

Frederick John Biddiscombe was one 

of 16 children and worked as a farm 

labourer before meeting Ethel Edith 

Thorne, who had four siblings. Together, 

Frederick and Ethel had 15 children, the 

first thirteen of which were born at their 

family home in South Cadbury, before 

moving to North Cadbury where the 

couple welcomed their youngest two 

children, Wendy and Barbara. 

The family then moved to a house at Sally 

Lovell’s Lane in Yenston where they lived 

for 18 months, before moving to 

Horsington for around six months while 

they waited for their house in Furge Grove 

at Henstridge to be completed. 

While living in Horsington, six of the 

children (Donald, Christine, Margaret, 

Terry, Dorothy and Shirley) started school 

at Henstridge Primary School, and the 

children walked from Horsington every 

day until they finally moved to Henstridge 

in 1946. The older children had previously 

been educated in North and South 

Cadbury.  

Donald and Stanley soon became the first 

members of the family to play for 

Henstridge FC and were soon joined by 

Terry. Most of the children remained local 

to Henstridge, which subsequently saw the 

family become one of the largest in 

Henstridge. 

Ellen (better known as Nellie) was the 

oldest of the Biddiscombe children and 

was born in 1914 while Ethel was just 16. 

She was one of the only children to move 

away from the area, moving to Luton 

where she was married with four children. 

Bill was the oldest son and moved to 

Sherborne where he married and had two 

daughters. Frederick and Ethel’s third 

child was Florrie, who joined the army and 

had one child, and the couple’s fourth 

child, Mary (better known as Ginny), 

married and had two daughters, though 

her husband was killed during the war.  

Jack was the couple’s first son to work in 

the army, working as a coalman. Stanley 

was Ethel and Frederick’s sixth child and 

as he worked on a farm, was exempt from 

joining the army, though joined the Home 

Guard (a position held by Frederick in the 

First World War) and became a father to 

two children. 
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Elizabeth (better known as Bet) became a 

mother to 7 children, and took up a variety 

of jobs, including working for Hunt’s ice-

cream. Like Bet, Donald lived in 

Henstridge and became a bricklayer, 

having previously worked in the jam 

factory (which was opposite the Bird in 

Hand). He married and became a father to 

5 children. 

Christine was the first of the children to 

work at the gloving factory and had four 

children. Margaret worked at the 

Henstridge bakehouse and in leatherwork 

and became a mother to two sons. Dorothy 

was the eleventh child of Ethel and 

Frederick and also worked in gloving 

before marrying and moving to Bath 

where she had two children. 

Their youngest son, Terry, became a 

bricklayer and completed his National 

Service in the army before fathering 3 

children. The youngest three daughters, 

Shirley, Wendy and Barbara, all worked in 

gloving. Wendy married and had two 

daughters, while Shirley and Barbara both 

married and had three children each. 

The Biddiscombe family have since 

become well-established in Henstridge 

with both Frederick and Ethel being 

buried in the village, in addition to Ethel’s 

mother who is also buried in the 

churchyard. Many members of the family 

still live in Henstridge or in the 

surrounding local area. 

By Jack Wilkins 

Personality continued 

A family wedding 1980’s 
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 Rainbows and Brownies  

We have had a summer term of 

good weather which meant we have 

been outside for a lot of the time. 

Some Rainbows have learnt to skip 

and a lot about butterflies. Brownies 

have had fun with water, made 

fashion items from rubbish, learnt 

the phonetic alphabet and dressed 

up for the wedding of the year. We 

have used the school’s Learning 

Garden several times and were lucky 

enough to find some of its rarer 

inhabitants.  Our last meeting of the term 

saw us making ice cream sundaes and fruit 

kebabs. Brownies joined the Guides to 

toast marshmallows and make smores. 

Girls who are moving up to Guides stayed 

while 3 Guides made their promise. We 

are lucky that we all meet on the same 

night so there is easy transition between 

sections and all the adult leaders help in 

the other sections if needed. This is flexible 

Guiding in action and girls are lucky to be 

part of units with leaders who go the extra 

mile. 

Next term we will be starting our brand 

new programme which you might have 

heard was launched on 21st July. The 

media focussed more on those things 

which were not now in the badge book 

than in the many new and exciting topics. 

There will be skills for life starting in 

Rainbows and going through to Rangers 

and these will help equip our girls for life 

which was one of the reasons the Guide 

movement was started in 1910. However 

most of us don’t have open fires to lay 

each day or silk stockings to wash by hand 

but current girls care about plastic 

pollution, diminishing pollinators and 

mental health issues. 

We are back on 10th September and will 

have spaces for Brownies. There may be 

spaces for rainbows but we have had a few 

enquiries so pleases register with Girl 

Guiding UK or give me a ring before you 

come. It is not easy to cope if you just turn 

up on the night or if you stop coming 

without letting us know. 

Contact: Jane Jeanes   

Tel: 01963 370769 or  07712 824747  

email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com  

News From Explorers Pre-School 

The Summer term has been a very busy 

term for the children with Fundraising 

events, our running races event, our 

annual trip and our leavers’ picnic. 

We held a fundraising Princess and 

Superhero week to raise money for both 

Explorers and Crackerjacks which is a 

charity who helps disabled children have a 

holiday. The children and staff dressed all 

week as either a Superhero or Princess and 

we walked around the school field 3 times 

every day for a week. The final total raised 

was over £400. A great big thankyou to 

everyone who sponsored the children and 

made donations. 

With the lovely sunny weather, the 

children were able to have fun in the 

garden in the paddling pool, using 
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 watering cans to keep each other cool! The 

strawberries were picked washed and 

eaten at snack time along with the carrots 

and French beans that the children had 

grown and tended since planting them in 

the Spring after all the snow. 

The potatoes were taken home 

to cook and eat with their 

families. 

Our running races were held 

most days before it became too 

hot, with the children taking 

part in “hat” races and 

“altogether” races. Their hard 

work was rewarded with 

medals, certificates and stickers 

which they were all very proud 

of. 

This year’s trip was to 

Honeybrook Farm near 

Wimborne with all the parents and carers 

accompanying their children. We all had a 

fantastic day which included feeding the 

pigs, goats and calves, tractors rides, 

playing in the water fountains, eating ice 

creams and playing on the soft play 

equipment. The highlight of the day was 

watching “Beyonce” one of the pigs give 

birth to her piglets. 

Our leavers’ picnic was held in the park on 

the last day of term where we said 

“Goodbye” to 16 children who left us to 

move onto big school. Again, the weather 

was fantastic and the children were able to 

enjoy a picnic with their parents and carers 

and then play in the park with 

their friends. The leavers were 

presented with a storybook, a 

photograph of the leavers and 

a photograph book of their 

time at Explorers. We wish 

them all well as they embark 

on the next chapter of their 

lives. 

I would like to say thank you 

to all the parents and carers for 

their continued support of 

Explorers and also to St 

Nicholas School for all their 

continued support too. 

Some of our present 

Committee will be leaving as 

their children move onto school and I 
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 Brian Kinder & Son 

Motor engineers 
Servicing & repairs to all makes 

 

Unit 7A Marsh Lane Industrial Estate,  
Henstridge BA80TG 

Telephone: 01963 363151 or 07714 293852 
Email: gkinder2808@gmail.com 

Web: www.briankinderandson.co.uk 

Henstridge Tyres & Battery Ltd. 

Unit 11C Marsh Lane Ind. Estate, Henstridge 
 

Most brands supplied & fitted 

Wheel balancing 
Competitive prices 

Local & reliable 
 

Telephone: 01963 363859 

would like to say a huge thank you for all 

their hard work and dedication to 

Explorers as without them we would not 

have been able to continue.  

 Explorers is open from 8.45am-3.15pm 

from Monday to Friday during term time. 

Sessions are: 8.45am-3.15pm, 8.45am-

12.00pm, 12.00pm-3.15pm. 

For more information or to arrange a visit, 

please visit our website explorers-

preschool.org.uk, email at the address 

above or contact:  

Mrs Anna Swinburn - Supervisor  

07792 240804. 

Website: www.explorers-preschool.org.uk 
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Churchwardens: 

 

Jenny Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: jennybates@waitrose.com 

 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Officers of the PCC: 

 

Vice Chair 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Treasurer 

Richard Scambler 

8 Wessex Court 

Henstridge BA8 0AU 

Tel: 01963 363919 

Email: Richard.scambler@btinternet.com 

 

St Nicholas Church HenstridgeSt Nicholas Church Henstridge  
Church Street 

Henstridge BA8 0QE 

 

Update  

on our search for a new Vicar 

Though the Parochial Church 

Councils of all three villages that 

make up our benefice – Abbas & 

Templecombe, Henstridge and 

Horsington - interviewed two 

candidates back in June, sadly we 

did not succeed in appointing a 

successor to Peter Hallett on that 

occasion. 

So the situation at the time of writing is 

that the vacancy has again been published 

in the Church Times, with the deadline for 

applications being the first week of 

August.  If we receive any applications it is 

expected the next round of interviews will 

be in early September with a probable start 

date of the end of the year.  In the 

meantime, we are fortunate in being able 

to call upon a number of retired clerics 

living in the area to take Holy Communion 

services for us. 

We would like to thank everyone for their 

interest and practical help during this 

difficult time for the church and parish, 

and for those who attend our church 

services.  Your support is greatly valued.  
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 2 September:  

 11.00 a.m.   Morning Worship  

 6.30 p.m.   Evensong  

 9 September:     

 9.30 a.m.   Holy Communion:  

  Revd. Ian Coomber  

 16 September : 

 11.00 a.m.   Morning Prayer 

 6.30 p.m.   Evensong  

 23 September:  

 11.00 a.m.   Holy Communion:   

  Revd. Frank Wright 

 30 September: 

10:30 am  United Service 

  Holy Communion 

  at Henstridge 

  Revd. Ian Coomber 

 7 October: 

 11:00 a.m.   Harvest Worship 

6:30 p.m.  Harvest Thanksgiving   

  
 
 

14 October: 

9:30 a.m.  Holy Communion 

 Revd. Frank Wright 

 
21 October:  

11:00 a.m.  Holy Communion 

   Canon Brian McConnell 

6:30 pm   Evensong 

 28 October: 

 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

    Revd. Jane Hindle  

  4 November : 

 11.00 a.m. Morning Worship  

 6.30 p.m.   Evensong  

 11 November:  

 10:55 a.m. Service of Remembrance  

 18 November: 

 11.00 a.m. Morning Prayer  

 6.30 p.m.   Evensong  

 25 November:  

 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion:  tba  
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PCC Treasurer 

The St. Nicholas Parochial Church Council 

is looking for a new Treasurer and hopes 

to find a suitable and willing candidate 

well before the end of 2018. 

The work is best described as basic 

bookkeeping and would appeal to 

someone who is computer literate, 

numerate and comfortable typing letters to 

donors, charities and other parties. 

The time commitment is roughly two 

hours per week, together with half a day at 

each month end and three days or so at the 

year end. 

The Diocesan Board of Finance in Wells 

offers valuable support as well as 

providing hands-on training courses.  The 

current Treasurer will be available for 

some months to assist with an 

orderly handover. 

Please register your interest with either of 

our churchwardens:  Jenny Bates (01963 

364028) and Jane Jeanes (01963 370769) 

Church Contacts: 

Jane Jeanes—01963 370769  

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com  

Jenny Bates 

Email: jennybates@waitrose.com  

Church Matters continued 
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 Church Matters continued 

Would you like to Adopt a Grave in our 

churchyard? 

As most of you know, the churchyard was 

closed some years ago for new burials and 

in recent years has been managed by South 

Somerset District Council.  On the right, 

the churchyard is regularly mown by the 

Council during the summer:  on the left 

the churchyard is left to grow wild and 

only mown once a year in October. This is 

due to the presence of slow worms which 

are a protected species under the Wildlife 

and Countryside Act, which makes it 

illegal to kill or injure them.  As they are 

cold blooded creatures, they like to come 

out of the walls (where they live) and sun 

themselves on the gravestones.  (For some 

reason they never appear to cross over to 

the right hand side of the path?!!)  The 

original plan - as shown on the Council's 

illustrated board - was that wild flowers 

would be sown in this area.  Unfortunately 

the ground is too fertile for most species of 

wild flowers to flourish alongside the cow 

parsley and grasses.  At the beginning of 

the season the churchyard looks attractive 

with early bulbs and plants such 

as:  snowdrops, daffodils, grape hyacinth, 

snake’s head fritillary, primroses and 

cowslips.  But by the middle of June, apart 

from ox eye daisies, absolutely nothing 

flourishes due to the strength of the wild 

grasses as seen by this picture.   We know 

that many local people are very upset that 

the graves on this side of the churchyard 

are completely hidden by untidy 

vegetation. 

One or two of these old graves have been 

tended by individuals this year and we 

would like to extend this idea by inviting 

you to consider ‘adopting’ a grave of a 

relative or an ancestor to tend during the 

summer months.  Please let me know 

which one/s you have chosen to care 

for.   In this special year of remembrance it 

seems only right to show due respect for 

those whose human remains are buried in 

our churchyard. The Parochial Church 

Council has been in correspondence for 

some time with the District Council 

seeking a solution to this problem, without 

success.  However, we have put forward 

this idea to them and they have raised no 

objections. 

If you would like to 

take part in this new 

scheme, please contact  

Jenny Bates,  

on 01963 364028 
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Village Agent 

The Parish Council is pleased to welcome 

our new Village Agent, Kristel Van Der 

Schyff. The Somerset Village Agent service 

is a project of the Community Council for 

Somerset (http://somersetrcc.org.uk/) and 

now covers over half of the county. Kristel 

will cover Henstridge for two days a week 

and will also work in Wincanton and 

surrounding parishes. This role is part-

funded by the Parish Council.  

Village Agents work with all ages dealing 

with a wide variety of issues, although a 

considerable number of their clients are 

elderly and involves social care issues.  

Helping to solve these problems may, 

ultimately, help the elderly to remain 

living independently for longer. Village 

Agents also have the role of helping to 

shape services by feeding back to the 

appropriate body information about gaps 

in service e.g. transport provision. They 

can also motivate and support a 

community to respond to a local need by 

working together to address issues e.g. by 

helping them to set up a coffee morning 

for a group of lonely people or start a 

volunteer car scheme. 

If you think Kristel can help you or 

someone you know, you can contact her 

directly as follows: 

Tel: 01823 331222 

Mobile: 07998 703321 

Email: kristel@somersetrcc.org.uk 

 

Call for website photos 

The Parish Council is in the process of 

revamping its website and would like to 

show photos of just how beautiful our 

Parish is. Adam Temperton has already 

supplied some great pictures of the 

Recreation Ground and some snow scenes. 

Is there anyone else out there who would 

be willing to let us use their photos on the 

new website, please? We can’t pay you but 

would credit you on the website for 

Henstridge Parish  

Council 

Elvyns 

Wavering Lane East 

Gillingham, SP8 4NX 

Tel: 01747 826401 

Mob: 07745 270285 
Email: clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Web: www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Meet the Council: the Parish Council is made up of 13 councillors: 

Dave Nichols: Chair 

Simon Cullum: Vice Chair Carolyn Nichols 

Howard Bentley-Marchant Jean Oswick 

Ken Courtenay  Barry Paginton 

Peter Crocker  Bruce Pike 

Dennis Finch  Sue Place 

John Graham  Michael Player 

Administration for the council is dealt with by the Clerk and Proper officer, Zöe Godden.  

In the first instance, all enquiries should be made to the Clerk. 

District Councillors are: Hayward Burt and William Wallace (who is also County Councillor) 
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 providing the photos. They would need to 

be digital photos please. If you can help, 

please contact the Parish Clerk. 

Policing Priorities 

PCSO John Winfield has asked that we 

draw your attention to the problem of 

County Lines drug dealing. Crime 

Stoppers is running a campaign on this at 

the moment (https://crimestoppers-uk.org/

campaigns-media/campaigns/drug-gangs-

and-county-lines).  Here is what they say 

about the problem:  

“We’ve launched a campaign to highlight how 

criminals are inflicting pain and suffering on 

vulnerable people. 

This campaign aims to raise awareness of a 

criminal activity called county lines. County 

lines is when criminals from major cities such 

as Liverpool, Manchester, London and 

Birmingham expand their drug networks to 

other areas of the country. This activity brings 

violence, exploitation and abuse to rural 

communities. 

If you have any information on county lines 

drugs networks, you can contact us 

anonymously on 0800 555 111 or via our 

anonymous online form (https://crimestoppers-

uk.org/give-information/forms/give-

information-anonymously).  

The crime is called county lines because a 

single telephone number is used to order drugs, 

operated from outside the area. 

County line networks are having a massive 

impact on rural counties. Vulnerable children 

and adults are being recruited in our large 

cities to transport cash and drugs all over the 

country. This keeps the true criminals behind it 

detached from the act and less likely to be 

detected or caught. 

These gangs often set up a base in a rural area 

for a short time, taking over the home of a 

vulnerable person (also known as 'cuckooing'). 

They then use adults and children to act as 

drug runners. 

Whilst significant arrests have been made, we 

need the help of the public to disrupt these 

criminal networks and to stop the misery they 

cause their victims. Reporting suspicious 

activity will help to safeguard many vulnerable 

individuals who have been coerced into these 

networks.” 

How Safe Is Your Water Supply? 

Having a private water supply can be a 

real boon. Cheaper than mains water, 

control over chemical additives and often 

with better pressure, a private supply is 

also not subject to imposed drought 

restrictions. Many farms, businesses and 

homes rely on a private supply either 

through preference or practicality. Indeed, 

the South West has around one third of all 

the private supplies in England. Cool, 

fresh and delicious - spring water on tap 

can be one of the perks of rural living. 

The quality of private water supplies, 

however, can be extremely variable. It’s 

vital to ensure the safety of your supply 

for yourself, your guests, livestock or 

customers. In fact, it’s a legal requirement 

if you run a commercial activity where you 

supply water to your customers, such as a 

campsite, B&B or rental property. Owners 

can help safeguard their supplies by 

protecting from contamination by 

livestock and other hazards, installing 

treatment apparatus, and making sure the 

water is stored and distributed safely 

before use. 

Parish Council continued 

https://crimestoppers-uk.org/campaigns-media/campaigns/drug-gangs-and-county-lines
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/campaigns-media/campaigns/drug-gangs-and-county-lines
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/campaigns-media/campaigns/drug-gangs-and-county-lines
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information/forms/give-information-anonymously
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information/forms/give-information-anonymously
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information/forms/give-information-anonymously
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Private water supplies often pose a health 

risk because they are not managed or 

tested in the same way as public supplies. 

Common problems include bacteria, heavy 

metals such as iron, manganese, 

aluminium, lead and arsenic, as well as 

nitrates, nitrites, ammonia and other 

minerals. Sometimes the contamination 

may affect the appearance, taste or smell of 

the water but it is often not obvious. The 

best way to be sure your supply is fit for 

use is to have regular testing carried out. 

Professional testing should include metals 

such as iron, zinc, lead, nickel and copper 

that may result from deteriorating 

pipework or other sources. It should also 

report on chemical levels from disinfection 

products. The key benefit of engaging a 

reputable professional laboratory is that 

they can provide microbiological testing 

which will identify health hazards such as 

E.coli. Not all labs offer this service, so 

always check what is included when 

choosing a company. It is highly 

recommended that a laboratory accredited 

by the United Kingdom Accreditation 

Service (UKAS) is used rather than internet 

testing kits which are very unreliable and 

often give misleading results. 

Somerset Scientific Services, part of 

Somerset County Council, have been 

supplying impartial advice and testing for 

over 50 years. Contact them for 

information or a quote for a 

comprehensive UKAS accredited testing 

package. 

SSSmailbox@somerset.gov.uk 

 - 01823 355906 - 

www.somersetscientificservices.co.uk 

 

UPDATE ON “THE REC” 

One of the initiatives of the Open Spaces 

Committee of the council has been to 

engage with the young people of the 

village with reference to their current and 

future use of the facilities within the Rec. 

So far we have had four meetings, each of 

which have been attended by different 

groups of young people. This is excellent, 

as it widens the scope of the replies and 

responses we may gather. We have asked 

for their views on the current facilities and 

activities; their ideas for additional or 

different facilities; and ways that young 

people can contribute to the village. I 

would like to thank both PCSO John 

Winfield for his support and assistance in 

this effort, and Zöe Godden in her role as 

Clerk, both of whom invested a lot of their 

time and energy. 

With the optimism of youth, some of the 

items that they thought might be good 

were simply not going to happen; these 

included the full-scale assault course and 

the Olympic swimming pool, but others 

were more realistic. One of these, the BMX 

dirt/pump track, which would utilise the 

spoil remaining from construction of the 

path, is hopefully getting a bit closer. 

Other ideas include extending the Multi 

Use Games Area (MUGA) to allow for 5 a 

side football, or netball, or volley ball, and 

this is an idea we are going to explore. 

There was also some demand for 

workshops on art, bike and car 

maintenance, and sports workshops; the 

council cannot currently offer these types 

of programmes, but we would be willing 

to work with other interested parties to see 

if we could help to facilitate these. 

 

Parish Council continued 

mailto:SSSmailbox@somerset.gov.uk
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 PCSO Winfield and the young people both 

asked about security lighting at the skate 

park. Young people like to congregate 

there, but it can be rather scary in the dark, 

and is, as John pointed out, potentially 

dangerous. The Open Spaces Committee 

has therefore started to investigate the 

possibility of installing low cost LED lights 

to the skate park. 

In response the young people have come 

up with ideas that might increase their 

contribution to the village, and we will be 

working with them on this after the school 

holidays. 

We will continue our policy of offering free 

family fun days over summer, and we will 

be finalising our plans and budget in the 

autumn; we would welcome all and any 

ideas. 

Simon Cullum 

 

A Matter of Life and Death! 

This week saw a group of villagers attend 

at Wincanton Fire Station for De-fibrillator 

training, a free 2 hour course given by 

trained leaders. 

As we hope everyone is aware, we have 3 

de-fibs, located on the wall of the Bird in 

Hand, in the Village Hall, and in the phone 

box in Yenston. These machines can save a 

life! 

 94% of 

patients 

suffering a 

cardiac 

arrest will 

die. Only 6 

in a 

hundred 

will survive! 

However, the 

survival rate 

goes from 6% 

to 74% if the 

patient can be 

defibrillated 

within 3 

minutes of 

having the 

attack; this 

figure declines by about 10% for each 

minute of delay, but the chances of 

survival are still much greater than doing 

nothing. 

The message is “Get Trained”. If you have 

to use the machine you will undoubtedly 

be stressed and full of adrenaline, so 

having some prior experience will help. 

And don’t think you are too old; you are 

the obvious group that will need it! 

The training is fun, hands-on, and free; the 

Fire service give their time for free. 

As the village grows we aim to have a 

defibrillator every 250 yards, so that there 

will be no excuse for not using them. 

Simon Cullum and John Graham   

The Henstridge Defibrillator Project. 

 

Family Fun Day July 25th 

The never-ending summer weather did not 

fail us, and over 100 children together with 

numerous mums, dads, grannies and 

granddads flocked to the Rec for a fun 

afternoon. 

Circus skills, low-wire acts, hula hoops, 

and much more kept the children happily 

occupied through the afternoon, although 

the face-painting stall was working 

With no intervention
only 6% of people live 
following a heart 
attack

This can rise to 74% if 
the patient is 
defibrillated within 3 
minutes.
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 overtime. 

The WI served up a selection of very 

reasonably priced drinks and biscuits, and 

also sold some very inexpensive ice lollies 

and ice creams which helped the adults 

keep their budget intact while treating the 

younger set; a big thank you to Marcus for 

helping with this. 

The council aims to put on two or three of 

these events over the summer holidays; 

they are a very cost-effective way of 

having some family fun. 

By the time this is printed, we hope that 

the Picnic in the Park will have been even 

more successful. 

Simon Cullum 

Acts of Remembrance 2018 

As we all know, this year marks the 

Centenary of the end of the First World 

War, also known as the Great War and in 

the last issue of Wots On, we outlined our 

plans to mark this important anniversary. 

This article builds on those ideas, while 

remembering we shall also honour those 

who lost their lives in the Second World 

War. We hope that what we have planned 

will bring together those who live in the 

Parish, many of whom have so kindly 

contributed to make it all possible. 

In this Centenary year, we will be putting 

St Nicholas School right at the heart of our 

activities of Remembrance and 

Commemoration. We are very fortunate to 

have the wholehearted and enthusiastic 

support of the Head Teacher, the staff and 

the pupils, who will make sure we 

remember those who lost their lives: in a 

spirit of Respect and Gratitude. It will 

happen in three parts and everyone who 

lives in the Parish will be very welcome to 

come and join in these occasions. 

The First Part. The Silent Soldier will be 

put in place on the grassed space in front 

of the school on Friday 21st September at 

11:00am. It will be installed and dedicated 

by children of the school and at its base 

will be a sign noting that the figure has 

been sponsored by the people and the 

children of the Parish. This has been made 

possible by the generous contributions 

made by three groups: CAMEO, Loose 

Ends and the Line Dancers. The Parish 

Council has funded the balance of the cost 

of our Silent Soldier, which will remain in 

place until soon after Armistice Day, 

Sunday 11th November. 

 

Blackmore Vale Forge 

General blacksmith, welding & steel fabrication 
Telephone: 01963 364116 
Email: blackmorevaleforge@yahoo.co.uk 
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MB Electrical – Part B Registered 

Mike Barnes domestic electrical work  
& PAT testing 

Telephone: 01963 363133 or 07966 108590 

Westree Company 

Tree surgery, pruning, reductions, felling, stump 
removal, emergency tree works, logs for sale. 
Hedge trimming, reductions, planting, sheds, 

summerhouses, garden rooms,  

equestrian buildings, garages 
Telephone: 01963 362615 
Email: enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk 

Web: www.westreecompany.co.uk 

The Second Part. To honour fully those 

who lost their lives, for the first time the 

Parish will make a Field of Remembrance. 

This too will be on the grass in front of the 

School, where we shall hold a ceremony to 

“populate” the Field.  A total of 27 men 

who lost their lives on active service were 

living in the Parish when they left here to 

serve in the First and Second World Wars. 

In the course of their studies, members of 

the Family History Group discovered that 

there were others on the Roll of Honour in 

the church who had a connection with the 

parish but in most cases their histories 

cannot be traced. During follow-on 

investigations, it was discovered that 4 of 

them had died on active service during the 

First World War but they are not 

remembered anywhere else. We shall 

include them in our Field of Remembrance 

and during the Remembrance Service on 

11th November. 

The ceremony will take place at 2:15pm on 

Thursday 25th October. There will be a 

short address to start proceedings, 

followed by the customary 2 minute 

silence in memory of the fallen, after 

which the school children will place a 

special wooden cross in memory of each of 

the 31 men. Anyone else who wishes to 

place a cross may do so, following on after 

the children. A box of crosses and a British 

Legion donation box will be available for 

all. The Field of Remembrance will be 

looked after by the children until shortly 

after Armistice Day.  

Having taken part in this important act of 

Commemoration, the children will be free 

to go home with their Mums and Dads to 

enjoy a well earned Half-Term Break! 

The Third Part. There will be a service in 

our Parish Church starting at 10.45am on 

Sunday 11th November. The service will 

follow a well-known sequence during 

which we shall stand in silence once more 

to honour the fallen – including the 4 for 

whom no other form of remembrance has 

been found. As you saw in the last Wots 

On, River Sumner, who is now 11 years 

old, will recite her lovely poem called 

Poppies of Remembrance. We hope that 

lots of her school friends come to join us.  

Your support for these events would be 

very welcome. “Standing Room Only” 

would be a very fitting demonstration of 

the promise that we shall make at the Field 

of Remembrance and at the Remembrance 

Service…………… 

“We Will Remember Them” 
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 Keep in Touch! 

 

Refer to the Henstridge Online web-

site for more details and up to date 

information—

www.henstridgeonline.co.uk 

or look for Henstridge Village Hall 

on Facebook 

Or check out the “events” in 

Nextdoor Henstridge. 

 

Regular Weekly Activities in the Village 

Hall 

Monday morning - Art group (10am) 

Monday afternoon – Bridge / Card Games 

(alternate weeks) (2:00 pm) 

Monday evening - Jazzercise (6.30pm) 

Tuesday morning - Jazzercise (9.30am) 

Tuesday evening - Yoga (7:00 pm) 

Wednesday morning - Jazzercise (9.30am) 

Wednesday afternoon - Baby and Toddler 

Group (1pm) 

Wednesday evening - Youth Club 

(6.30pm) 

Thursday morning - Debbie's Ladies 

Group (10am) 

Thursday evening - Line Dancing (7.45pm) 

Friday Morning - Loose ends (10.30am) 

Monthly group meetings 

Cameo – 1st Tuesday each month – Village 

Hall 7:45 pm 

Book Club – 3rd Wednesday each month – 

The Bird 7:45 pm 

Women’s Institute – 3rd Tuesday each 

month – Village Hall 7:00 pm 

 

Weekly Events elsewhere 

Sundays—Henstridge Airfield Car Boot 

Sale 

Upcoming Events 

Colin Tizzard’s Open Day 

Venn Farm Racing invite you to their an-

nual Open Day on Mon 27th August 2018 - 

come and see the stars, meet the team and 

see what we have been up to during the 

summer break. 

Gates open at 11am and close at 4pm.  

Parade of Stars at 12.30 and 2.30pm. 

Hog Roast & BBQ 

Tea/Coffee and Cakes 

Ice Creams and soft drinks 

 

Pay on the gate: Adults £5 

Children under 12 FREE 

All monies to local charities 

Milborne Port, DT9 5HE 

Blackmoor Vale U3A Open Day 

Tuesday 4th September from 2pm til 4:30 

pm at the Henstridge Village Hall.  Come 

along and hear about the groups and activ-

ities.  Coffee, tea, glass of wine on offer! 
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19th Annual Wings and Wheels Fly In 

The 19th Annual Wings and Wheels Fly In 

will take place at the Airfield on Saturday 

25 August, gates open 10am. 

Donations and support for the Dorset & 

Somerset Air Ambulance. 

Adults: £5, Children under 16: Free 

The clubhouse will be open all day for hot 

and cold snacks/refreshments. 

There will be a Classic and Vintage car 

show, Trade Stands and at least 100 vin-

tage and classic aircraft are expected, with 

close up viewing and walk round oppor-

tunity. With luck there will be a Red Ar-

rows Fly past at some point and also the 

Battle of Britain Memorial Flight - no guar-

antees however! 

Upcoming Activities continued 
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 Henstridge Village Hall 

The new committee for your village 

hall is settling in and going forward 

with new plans for the future. 

We have a couple who we hope will 

join the committee after a trial run, 

but we are still looking for represen-

tation from some of our stakeholder 

groups to join us, as their input 

would be very valuable. 

We are very happy to welcome any mem-

ber of the public willing to join either the 

committee or ‘The Friends of the Hall’. A 

friend of the hall can be called upon to 

help in many ways, manning a table at the 

car boot sale or helping in the kitchen with 

teas etc. at various events or setting up 

and clearing up after events to name but a 

few. We all know what busy lives every 

one leads so the need for a long list of peo-

ple who we can call on is essential. 

Your help could make all the difference, 

the friends are a very happy band of will-

ing hands that we could not function with-

out. 

Here is how you can help support your 

hall by bagging a bargain, being enter-

tained and having fun, just join us at the 

following events: 

 Car boot and table top sales with cakes 

and bacon butties in the Cafe on the 

fourth Sunday of the month; 

 Film nights on 9th September and 11th 

November; 

 A lively night at the Barn Dance on 20th 

October; 

 After a very successful Race Night in 

June, we are holding another on the 

17th  November 

Since the last Wot’s On, Malcolm has man-

aged to get the wonky tables fixed and has 

put up racking in the container to help 

manage and control storage. A thank you 

to Frank Lomas who managed to squeeze 

in putting the finishing touches to the ceil-

ing insulation project into his very busy 

work load. 

As the new curtains for the hall make the 

stage curtains look drab Robin and Val 

Howlett have kindly offered to make new 

ones for the front of the stage, with the 

only cost to the hall being the materials. 

This is being done as we speak. Thank you 

once again to them both. 

Other plans afoot are the completion of 

the rainwater drains in conjunction with 

the relaying of the car park that is being 

organised by the Parish Council. Requests 

for tenders have gone out to contractors, 

so watch this space. We will let every one 

know well before it happens so that ar-

rangement can be made for access etc. 

We are looking at options to upgrade the 

heating system for which if we go ahead 

we will be looking for funding. We are 

also getting advice on laying a new floor 

in the hall which would have to take place 

after the heating upgrade. Longer term we 

are looking at revamping the lounge and 

its kitchen. So we are all going to be very 

busy. 

We have been very well supported in all 

our fundraising activities a big thank you 

to all who come, this means we are in a 

secure position regarding the day to day 

expenditure and general maintenance of 

the hall. 

Carolyn Nichols Chairperson 
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Church Flowers 

Thank you to all who have arranged flow-

ers so far this year. There is a list in the 

church if you would like to remember 

someone for a special reason by arranging 

flowers or providing flowers for someone 

else to arrange or making a donation to 

our flower fund. Oasis is available to any-

one who regularly decorates for us. You 

don’t have to be an expert just like flowers 

in church to enhance our worship and 

remove them when they are past their 

best. 

Harvest Festival will be held on Sunday 

7th October and the church will be deco-

rated on Saturday 6th. There are a couple 

of windows not allocated to anyone at the 

moment. Fresh vegetables, fruit, jams and 

pickles are all sold by auction after the 

evening service. 

For more details contact Jane Jeanes  

Church Cleaning 

Our church is kept clean and shiny by a 

band of polishers, sweepers and dusters 

which is growing smaller each year. If you 

feel you would like to help please let Jane 

Jeanes know so that you name could be 

added to the rota. 

Benefice Harvest Supper 

It is our turn to host this in Henstridge and 

when arrangements have been finalised it 

will be advertised and tickets will be on 

sale. 

Dike and Son News 

Readers may have been confused when 

shopping at Dikes to see some Co-op 

branded products. Andrew Dike confirms 

that NISA, their main supplier, has now 

been bought out by the Co-op organisa-

tion. Andrew sees strong benefits to cus-

tomers as a result of the change which he 

believes will result in an even greater 

choice of quality food and drink and lower 

prices on some branded products. 

Dikes itself remains a completely inde-

pendent family business and continues to 

stock and sell as much quality, locally pro-

duced food as possible. 

Terry Pulling – Mower Man 

“Congratulations to our local ‘mower man’ 

Terry Pulling who was nominated by Mrs 

De Pelet to receive a reward from the High 

Sheriff of Bath for his services to the com-

munity of Henstridge”. 

Youth Club 

Youth club is proving a popular choice for 

our young people on Wednesday eve-

nings. We currently have 30+ attending 

each week which keeps us all busy. Thank-

fully we have a bunch of new volunteers - 

all of whom are fab!  

The lovely weather has meant we’ve been 

enjoying the outdoor space in the recrea-

tion ground. We had a brilliant water fight 

one hot evening and have also been loving 

lots of games of ‘capture the flag’ and 

‘rounders’. All good fun and great to be 

outside. 

Another recent favourite session has been 

our pamper evening. Thanks must go to 

the company ‘Lush’ who sent us over 

£1,000 of goodies to enjoy! The young peo-

ple loved using foot spas; receiving hand 

massages; having their nails painted - just 

as popular with the boys(!); applying face 

masks (which were edible and delicious) 

and they all took home a goodie bag of 

News and events continued 



 

 Page 23 

 

‘lush’ goodies. 

We finished our summer term with a visit 

to the ‘Bird in Hand’ to enjoy the use of the 

skittle alley. Thank you so much to all at 

the pub who always make us so welcome. 

If you’d like to come along to see if it’s 

something you’d like to get involved in 

just pop in one Wednesday evening to say 

hello... the young people are a lovely 

bunch! 

News and events continued 

Upcoming changes to recycling 

As of 2020, the Somerset Waste Part-

nership will be undertaking a new 

initiative known as ‘Recycle More’ in 

an effort to see more materials added 

to weekly recycling collections. 

‘Recycle More’ will see all paper, 

cardboard, food waste, food and 

drink cans, aerosols, glass bottles and 

jars, tin and aluminium foil, shoes, 

unstuffed textiles, plastic bottles, 

pots, tubs, trays, small electrical 

items and household batteries.  

To cope with the increase in recycled mate-

rials, Somerset Waste Partnership will be 

introducing new vehicles which will be 

equipped to take the additional recycling. 

Households will also be given new con-

tainers (which are as yet undecided in re-

gards to size and shape) which will be 

better equipped to carrying more recy-

cling.  

Somerset Waste Partnership say that the 

aim will be to reduce general waste collec-

tions to three-weekly collections with 

much less of the waste now being dis-

posed in waste bins.  

Garden waste and clinical waste collec-

tions will not change, as well as collections 

from flats, and it may mean that some ex-

tra materials will be collected. Somerset 

Waste Partnership will also provide addi-

tional advice and support for the disposal 

of nappies and similar hygiene products. 

While these collections are not set to 

change until 2020, households will be sent 

a pack of information which will detail a 

guide of the new services and a collection 

calendar. This will provide a clear and 

definitive explanation to the exact changes 

taking place and how each of the new 

items can be recycled. 

By Jack Wilkins 
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 Vale Auto Services 

Vale Auto Services is perhaps one of 

the most recognised garages in the 

village area. Residing as it does on 

the brow of a hill on the A30 towards 

Shaftsbury, we all pass it on a 

regular basis, should we drive down 

the main road in the Shaftsbury 

direction. The company is long 

established, originally going back to 

the 1960’s, though trading as we currently 

know it since 2008. 

Until three months ago, the company 

worked as a partnership between the 

original owner Frank Falbo and Alastair 

Elder. Frank took well earned retirement 

three months ago and the business is now 

wholly owned and run by Alastair, 

supported by his chief engineer Brian 

Garner.  

Vale Auto specialises in three highly 

thought of and successful brands, Subaru, 

Isuzu and Fiat. Between them these 

companies manufacture a broad range of 

four wheel drive cars and SUV’s, together 

with perhaps some of the best small 

saloons available on the market.  

Alastair has been working with these 

brands for the past twenty years. In the 

case of Subaru, they are the only specialists 

in the area. The nearest authorised Subaru 

dealer is in Chard! 

Vale Auto stock a choice of these vehicles, 

all sourced second hand with low mileage 

and a reliable service history. Alastair will 

also source any other vehicle to a 

customer’s specification and does hold 

other brands in stock, particularly SUV’s 

and Estate cars. 

In addition to vehicle sales, Vale Auto 

offer a full range of services and repairs. 

The business is well equipped offering a 

full MOT service, including modern 

emission diagnostics and a rolling road. 

Wheel balancing, wheel alignments, 

headlight alignment. There are three 

ramps, and “A” frames for lifting. Vale 

Auto is able to repair any make of car that 

may have a problem. Specialist tools are 

kept for Subaru and Isuzu, which when in 

the hands of such experienced personnel 

means you get the full specialised service 
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Stalbridge & Marnhull Veterinary Surgery 

Friendly caring service for cats dogs and other 
pet animals 

Free first consultation for all new clients 

15% discount for the over 60s 
Plenty of free parking 

 

Building 12 Gibbs Marsh Farm Stalbridge 

Tel: 01963 548240        www.smvets.co.uk 

Vale Auto Services 

Low Cost Motoring Centre 
Premium service at sensible prices 

MOT £35 while you wait: Monday-Saturday 

Servicing, Repairs, Diagnostics, Tyres, 
Laser Wheel Alignment 

Free Collection / Delivery / Courtesy Car 
Telephone: 01963 362843 

Web: www.valeautoservices.co.uk 

on these cars. 

The company subscribes to the 

“AutoData” Database, which gives 

valuable technical details on any make of 

car. 

There is a car valeting service, should you 

need a full clean and “spruce up” and in 

this very hot weather why not cool off 

following a check and re-charge of your air 

conditioning system. Vale Auto can do it 

all! 

If you wish to make an appointment, 

please phone Vale Auto Services direct 

and speak to Alastair on 01963 362843, 

(mobile 07734 955524) or visit. Opening 

hours are 8:30 until 5:00 pm Monday to 

Friday or 10:00 am to 2:00 pm on 

Saturdays. Alastair is always able to offer 

service outside of these hours including a 

break down service should it be required. 
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 WI  

We have been very busy during the 

last few months, and our activities 

have been many and varied, 

hopefully catering for all our 

members. We have had some 

interesting speakers at our meetings. 

A speaker from Litter Free Coast & 

Sea talked to us about the problems 

of plastics in the sea. Mark Vyvyan-

Penney from The Ancient Wessex 

Network talked about the Bronze Age, and 

brought along some terrifying bronze 

weapons. Steve Burrows encouraged us to 

try juggling, tightrope walking and other 

circus skills, and I am pleased to say that 

we all had a go! He also judged our efforts 

at growing plug plants which had been 

provided by Castle Gardens. 

Other events and activities include croquet 

and skittles, the County Quiz (won by the 

Henstridge brains) and quite a few tea 

parties and suppers. Our craft group have 

made a banner and we were delighted to 

join the banner parade at Wells. A 

highlight for some of us was a visit to IFly 

in Basingstoke to try out indoor sky 

diving! Phew! Some of us visited the 

Countryfile Live show at Blenheim, and 

had a good, but exhausting day! 

We have lots of plans for the near future. 

There will be a garden party, a final game 

of croquet at the Golf Club with a cream 

tea, and more lunches and suppers.  Some 

brave souls will be gliding at Mere Gliding 

Club and we will be celebrating the 

centenary of Women’s suffrage by holding 

a banner parade through the village.  The 

craft group will be working on an entry to 

the AGM competition ‘Fashion through 

the Century’. Our Drama group (small but 

select) will be producing a play about the 

suffragettes. 

Please come along and join us.   

Sue Latimer - 01963 365765 

email:  susanlatimer155@gmail  
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CAMEO 

How time has flown, we are now on our 

summer break. We finished with our usual 

garden party but this year due to the new 

patio at the village Hall we had it there 

and it went off very well. 

Generally it is at my house and of course it 

rains, so the garden party is indoors. This 

year the weather was lovely and we were 

out on the patio. 

I am off to Australia to see my daughter 

and family, but will leave CAMEO in the 

capable hands of the committee. 

Our September meeting is Charles Snell 

with a talk on "World War 1, Patriotism 

and Propaganda" 

Any enquiries to any committee member. 

We meet on the 1st Tuesday of the month, 

at 7.30pm for 7.45pm start 

Price £2.  All are welcome. 

Ros Browning—01963 363016 

 

Line Dancing 

We are still going strong and more new 

people arrive. 

Although I am away, members take the 

music and carry on dancing. So they will 

be better than me when I get back from 

Australia! 

If you want to join us you are welcome. 

We meet on Thursday nights at 7.45pm till 

8.45pm.  Price £3. 

Ros Browning— 01963 363016 

Loose Ends 

The Loose Ends coffee morning normally 

meets every Friday in the Village Hall 

Lounge from 10.30 am till noon. The recent 

spell of glorious, hot, sunny weather has 

brought a surprising number of new 

visitors, mainly young mothers with pre-

school children who enjoy a visit to the 

playground as well as a drink and a 

biscuit. So our average age has dropped 

dramatically! The fine weather has also 

given us the opportunity to open the patio 

doors and promenade on the patio, which 

is now about 1 year old.. 

We are planning to have a stall at the 

‘Picnic in the Park’ on August 11th. Our 

membership continues to thrive and we 

have 26 people on our rota with a few 

reserves.  

David Rabone—01963 362892 

drabone10@btinternet.com 

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Forthcoming events will also include the 

Macmillan Coffee Morning which will 

again be held at the Bird in Hand, on 

Clubs & Societies  continued 
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Friday September 28th. This is also the 

12th anniversary of our group, so let’s 

make it a big party!. More details will 

appear nearer the time on the noticeboard 

at Henstridge Online.  

Donations of Cakes and Raffle Prizes 

welcome at the Bird in Hand from 

Monday 24th September, please. 

Family History Group 

The Family History group continues to 

meet bi-monthly on the first Thursday, in 

the afternoon. We can offer help and 

advice, particularly if genealogy is a new 

hobby for you, or just need some guidance 

if you think you have come to the end of 

the road in researching a certain branch of 

your family. For details write by email or 

phone. 

In the last issue of “Wots On” I wrote an 

article on the Roll of Honour that is in our 

Church, that is a “List of Men connected 

with the Parish who served in the Great 

War 1914- 1918”. The FHG produced a 

folder that can be found in the Church 

with the history of many of the men who 

are named, but I did list the names of those 

whom we could not trace or positively 

identify. We were very grateful to a lady 

who contacted us, as she recognised a 

name as her grandfather and we have 

verified that it is the same person we were 

searching. The names we are still trying to 

ascertain details of, are:- 

Allum W, Burge K, Carroll P, Godfrey J, 

Heighton R,  Jarvis E, Lacock G, Martin A, 

Nettley A, Newman T, Pearson JH, Rogers 

E, Senior R, Staddon FW, Trett G, Tucker 

W, . 

If you can help in any way, please get in 

touch via contact below. 

We are very pleased that the village is 

taking part in the Commemoration of the 

100 years since the cessation of the Great 

War. On Saturday 10th November, the 

Church will be open from 10.30 am until 

2.30 pm, so if you wish to see if it was a 

member of your family who served in 

WW1, or have any interest in this or trying 

to trace ancestral links, please call in, and a 

member of the FHG will be happy to talk 

with you. 

Linda Farnsworth     01963 365802          

henstridgefhs@gmail.com 

Henstridge Art Group 

We are on holiday at the moment but 

return to our usual activities on Monday 

10th September.  We shall be working in 

the Village Hall from 10.00 a.m. to 12.00 

Noon, and will be very pleased to see any 

visitors.  Cherry Shephard 

Quiet Corner Farm: Patricia Thompson 

Award winning apple juice 
 

Telephone: 01963 363045 

Clubs & Societies continued 
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Henstridge Book Club 

We’ve had an enjoyable spring and 

summer, reading “Did You See Melody” 

by Sophie Hannah, “Watching You” by 

Michael Robotham and “Burial Rites” by 

Hannah Kent.  Three very different crime 

novels, set in different centuries and 

countries.  We continue to try to read new 

authors – in this search, we often check out 

various crime fiction awards lists and web 

sites for inspiration.  We meet monthly 

informally at the Bird in Hand to discuss 

our latest choice (and put the world to 

rights!).  You are very welcome to join us – 

even if you can’t make every meeting.  Our 

regular meeting date is the 3rd Wednesday 

of each month at 7:45pm at the Bird in 

Hand, so just come along one evening. 

For more information: 

Gail Cullum - 01963 362878 

email – gailpcullum@gmail.com 

News from the Lion’s Den 

Welcome to the latest news bulletin from 

the Blackmore Vale Lions Club. 

We recently held our 38th Charter 

anniversary lunch at the Coppleridge Inn. 

We are pleased to announce that President 

George Wagland will continue in the role 

for another year. 

On Sunday 29th July we hosted 10 

children, who were survivors from the 

Chernobyl Disaster, at Milborne Port 

School swimming pool. We provided fun 

and games including face painting, we also 

had a BBQ. 

As a result of our Swimarathon we have 

presented the Guide Dogs for the Blind 

Association with £1,500 to help train dogs 

in our area. 

We will be at The Picnic in the Park on 

Saturday 11th August with various 

attractions doing our bit to make it a fun 

day. 

Our annual Golf Fun Day will now be on 

Sunday 16th September, a change from the 

previously advertised 24th June. Money 

raised from the event will be given to Life 

Education Wessex.  Golfers please take 

part and support this worthwhile 

children’s charity. Details on our website 

or from me. 

We will again provide marshals for the 

Doddler’s half marathon around 

Sturminster Newton and local villages. 

.....and yes!!!  we will soon be renovating, 

cleaning and polishing the Christmas float. 

Bird in Hand 

 
Your friendly local pub 

Skittle Alley available for functions 

Real Ale, local cider and guest beers available 
Lunch time bar snacks 

Sky Sports 

Telephone: 01963 362255 

Clubs & Societies continued 
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Celeste Nourse Photography 

BA (Hons) Photomedia, ABIPP, ARPS, ASWPP 
Creative, professional photography service 

Weddings, Portraits (studio / location) 

Special Events, Parties 
 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07989 637168 
Email: info@celestenourse.co.uk 

Web: www.celestenourse.co.uk 

For some 37 years we have maintained a 

high level of service to the community. 

We do have a good spread of members 

throughout the local area coming from 

Henstridge, Marnhull, Okeford Fitzpaine, 

Stalbridge and Sturminster Newton.  

However, our active membership is falling 

and unless we sign up some new members 

soon we will not be able to continue to 

provide services at the same high level. 

Maybe you have a few hours a week that 

could help us maintain this local service. 

If you would like more information about 

us or are interested in joining please give 

me a call on 363281, or contact us via the 

website bvlions.yolasite.com  

Lion Peter Oswick - 01963 363281 

Email - peter.oswick@btinternet.com 

News from the Hive 

The sun has been, and still is, shining and 

we girls have been working our wings off 

to collect as much nectar and pollen as we 

can. Thank you to everyone who has put 

out shallow dishes of water for us as we 

get very thirsty. We have made some 

lovely honey so far this year as the rape 

flowered well in May as did the field beans 

and the early garden flowers gave us so 

much choice. There will be enough honey 

for everyone to have on their toast or 

porridge or ice cream. Some of us were 

lucky enough to go on a trip to St Nicholas 

School Fever in the Park and to visit 

Templecombe WI. Some of us had to stop 

at home and work. 

We are being troubled by wasps so Ken is 

using up the jam he doesn’t like to trap 

them in jars. We don’t see why we girls 

have to provide food for them as well as 

the drones in our hives. The Queen more 

than earns her right to be fed the very best 

food we can make for her as she lays eggs 

nonstop all the summer. The drones do 

very little but are apparently useful in 

keeping the equilibrium of the hive. 

Maybe they give us something to moan 

about since the weather is so good this 

year. Might see you if we land on your 

flowers, if not enjoy the honey.  

Contact Ken or Jane on 01963 370769 or 

07712 824747 for all your honey, candles, 

hand cream, beeswax polish and if this 

magazine is out before 15th August pop 

into the Honey Tent at the Gillingham and 

Shaftesbury show to see how Ken has  

done with the fruits of our labours. 
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 The Unending Vigil 

On a sunny 

September day in 1914 

a man set out from 

Britain to France on a 

journey, unaware it 

would have lasting 

implications 

worldwide for a 

hundred years and 

more to come. This 

west country man, 

born at Clifton, Bristol 

in 1869, was university 

educated, spent a decade teaching, five 

more years in an educational directorship 

in Transvaal, South Africa, before 

returning to England to become editor of 

the Morning Post.   

During his early years the vocation and 

the causes he championed, shows him to 

be a man of principle, whose social 

conscience and humility lay in improving 

the lot of the ordinary man and woman. 

An advocate of educational reform, as 

early as 1900, he espoused the need for a 

secondary education system comparative 

to France and Germany. His book 

‘Educational Reform: The Task of the 

Board of Education ‘was warmly 

commended to all who have at heart the 

desire for the intellectual prosperity of 

the British...’  [Morning Post 9 January 

1900.] He resided over the Society of Arts, 

which championed the world’s First 

Garden City Company, driven to 

improving the squalid housing, welfare 

and living conditions of the overcrowded 

masses in urban areas. [Morning Post 1 

February 1906.] Letchworth Garden City 

in Hertfordshire was to become a model 

for many others including Welwyn, 

Telford, Milton Keynes and Bedford Park. 

He was part of ‘The National Anti-

Sweating League’ advocating equality of 

treatment for women ‘making up the 

mass of sweated home labour,’ a working 

wage and trade union representation. 

[Morning Post 15 December 1908] He was 

well connected, rubbing shoulders with 

the higher echelons of society, many of 

whom he upset, as we shall see, when 

standing by his principles and defending 

his beliefs. 

There was no way, as war erupted 

between Germany and England on 4th 

August 1914, that this man, aged 45 and 

deemed too old to fight, was going to sit 

back and do nothing. Persuading George 

Francis Milne, [Lord Milne] 4th divisional 

commander of the British Expeditionary 

Force, to give him control of a Red Cross 

Ambulance unit, he was ready to cross the 

channel just as the retreat from the Battle 

of Mons was in full swing. As the British 

and French forces crossed the River Marne 

in France on 4th September 1914 with the 

German Army on their heels, the fighting 

did not stop, ending on 10th September. 

The Battle of the Marne halted the 
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Remembrance Sunday, Sherborne by Norman Crabb  
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 momentum of the German Forces and 

with it any hope for a short decisive 

victory. The battle become a major turning 

point in the war, as now both sides were 

bogged down in a new kind of fighting 

known as trench warfare. ‘The French had 

around 250,000 casualties. Although the 

Germans never published the figures, it 

is believed that German losses were 

similar to those of France. The British 

Expeditionary Force lost 12,733 men 

during the battle.’ [John Simkin Spartacus 

Educational.]  

Meanwhile ‘our man’ and his ambulances 

were en route to Lille in France, arriving 

on 19th September, with every intention of 

looking after the wounded.  As he stood 

amongst the carnage and desolation of the 

battlefield, in utter horror at what he was 

seeing, amongst the destruction ravaged 

by man upon man and the scattered bodies 

of the dead, he absolutely knew he had a 

purpose and what he was going to do 

from then onwards. He was going to lead 

his small teams onto the battlefields to find 

and identify the dead; a common purpose 

resonating with everyone. The race was on 

to ensure the names of the dead were not 

lost. His first task of listing where the 

British dead were to be found and where 

they were buried, was fuelled by a strong 

determination to make ‘ceaseless 

enquiries of everyone I meet.’ As the war 

moved on, he ventured further onto the 

ravaged battle grounds, finding crude 

grave markers and pegs often marking 

mass graves, replacing them with simple 

wooden crosses and inscriptions.’ This 

quickly developed into creating ‘missing 

lists,’ and although the Army retained 

responsibility for the process in the 

military zones, it was a joint effort. The 

Army gave rations, petrol, crosses and 

inscriptions, the Red Cross providing 

vehicles and personnel, French locals, 

church officials and the German Red Cross 

supplying information about the dead; the 

latter providing names of prisoners of war.  

Within weeks of the war enquiries began 

flooding in about wounded and missing 

men, these were dealt with by Lord Robert 

Cecil at the Paris Red Cross HQ.  

‘Our man’ and Cecil joined forces and 

early in 1915 there were maps and lists of 

graves. Cemeteries were started as near to 

the battle zone as possible, often with just 

one man fencing off the land, placing 

identification pegs and listing the graves 

within. The initial identification process, 

especially where one grave could be a pit 

‘into which large numbers of dead bodies 

have been thrown by the enemy,’ 

consisted of: 

 Identification from the 

discs worn by the dead 

 Certifying the death 

 Marking the grave, and 

 Registering the grave  

Now known as the Graves 

Registration Commission, 

control was given to the 

Army under General 

Macready rather than the 

Red Cross. By October 1915 

27,000 graves had been 

registered; metal plates were 

being used for identification 

on crosses; and a card index 

system has been set up.  The 

graves were classified by (a) 

regiments (b) geographical 

location, and (c) enquiries made and the 

battle sites became organised into sectors. 

A system was in place to deal with 

enquiries whereby relatives were sent a 

Bottom pre-

1916 ID Tag             

Top 1916 ID 

tag. Image 

courtesy of the 

Western Front 

Association  

http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWbef.htm
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 photograph of the grave, its location and 

the nearest railway station.  By February 

1916 the name changed to ‘The Directorate 

of Graves Registration and Enquiries’ and 

it stood between the British and French 

Armies and civil organisations.  ‘Our man’ 

had responsibilities for finding burial sites, 

for control and supervision of cemeteries 

and setting up units in Salonika, Egypt and 

Mesopotamia (Iraq). By May 50,000 graves 

were registered, 5,000 enquiries dealt with, 

2,500 photographs supplied, and sites had 

been found for 200 cemeteries. The 

Directorate was well on the way to getting 

the situation under control.   

Then, the unthinkable happened, it was 1st 

July 1916 and the biggest battle to date 

erupted on the Western Front, the Battle of 

the Somme. By the end of the first day of 

57,470 British casualties 19,240 individuals 

were dead and with it went the old 

identification system. Now the Grave and 

Registrations Units faced a new set of 

challenges set by the sheer number of 

casualties, a battle zone contained within a 

certain area that was inaccessible and 

bodies destroyed beyond all recognition; 

graves were also obliterated. The new ID 

tags issued to soldiers in 1916 weren’t fit 

for purpose requiring searchers to look for 

extra evidence such as regimental badges 

and uniform tabs, and to measure and 

describe each body. If buried the exact 

position of the grave was to be recorded 

and numbered. Any clues gathered, a 

rusty spoon, a broken compass, or a piece 

of khaki could aid identification of 

regiments. Burials identified from reports 

were verified by Registrar of the 

Directorate and a register form was sent to 

the next of kin via the regimental records 

office, to complete and return. Details were 

added such as age, parentage and other 

personal details and any personal 

inscription for the headstone. The military 

supplied name, rank, number, unit, 

regiment, military honours and date of 

death. 

In 1917 The Imperial Graves Organisation 

constituted under a Royal Charter 

supported by the Prince of Wales, received 

government backing, a remit and funding. 

In return the organisation under the 

direction of ‘our man’ would care for all 

graves of all members of the Imperial 

Forces who  

 Died from wounds inflicted 

 Accidents occurring 

 Disease contracted whilst on active 

service whether land or sea 

It could acquire, hold land and build 

cemeteries, care for and erect memorials, 

keep records and registers of graves, be 

responsible for planting and maintenance 

of cemeteries and graves. Empowered to 

set its own standards for the design of 

graves and where there were no 

recognisable bodies, erect memorials.  The 

Royal Charter set out clear principles that 

no man or woman was more important 

than another and the grave markers would 

reflect this; there would be no social 

Cabaret Rouge Cemetery, Souchez, France by the author 
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 differences. ’A discharged soldier who 

died as a result of his wartime service,’ 

would not qualify for a war grave but 

some leeway was offered over the 

definition of ‘active service.’  

There was public outcry over decisions on 

two of the most contentious issues to date; 

repatriation and headstones. Repatriation 

of a body to England was only an option 

for those with the means to finance it. The 

commission stood firm despite public 

protest - no bodies would be brought 

home. A more vociferous uproar arose 

over the rejection of crosses as grave 

markers, such was the public protest that 

parliament had to intervene. Using a 

headstone upheld the organisation’s 

founding principles of equality. Uniform 

headstones made from white Portland 

stone with regular inscriptions and the 

inclusion of regimental badges would 

serve to honour all sacrifices whether 

Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, Jew, 

Gurkha or Chinese. Many were moved to 

tears by Rudyard Kipling’s eloquent 

opening speech in the parliamentary 

debate; ‘You see we shall never have any 

grave to go to. Our boy was missing at 

Loos. The ground is of course battered 

and mined past all hope of any trace 

being recovered. I wish some of the 

people who are making this trouble 

realised how more than fortunate they are 

to have a name on a headstone in a 

known place.’ Parliament listen to all sides 

before resolving in favour of headstones.  

‘It would be a long road to completing an 

exhaustive and accurate record of the 

million dead.’  The ‘known dead’ would 

have a grave with a headstone. Relatives 

could choose an inscription and pay for 

the text to be carved on the headstone. 

Dissent again over affordability until ‘our 

man’ saw to it that those who sent 

inscriptions were put on regardless of the 

money forthcoming. Where a body could 

not be identified, a decision was 

made to create an ‘anonymous’ 

grave marked with a headstone with 

Fabrice Mey and Egerman Siegfried, CWG team, at Beaumont-

Hamel Cemetery, Somme, France by the author  

Lutyens’s Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France  

by the author 
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 words chosen in their honour by Kipling; 

‘A Soldier of the Great War known unto 

God.’ Mindful of creating a false sense of 

commemoration there would be no 

headstones for the ‘unknown dead’ with 

no known grave, as there was no body to 

bury. Commemoration, however must 

afford them equal rights to remembrance 

therefore their names would be inscribed 

on the panels and memorials integral to 

the new cemeteries. The creation of which 

fell to three principal architects Edwin 

Lutyens, Herbert Baker and Reginald 

Blomfield. ‘Those who fought together 

and fell together, officers and men, lie 

together in their last resting place, facing 

the line they gave their lives to maintain,’ 

would be honoured together in cemeteries 

on or very near these spots.  

Horticultural schemes were fundamental 

to cemetery designs, providing work for 

local gardeners recruited to plant, tend 

and maintain the grounds. Planting 

schemes sympathetic to locality and 

climate were introduced, blending with 

the wild flowers of scarlet poppies, blue 

cornflowers, white camomile and yellow 

charlock. These decisions are reflected in 

what we see today.  

The cemetery registers recording every 

name of the fallen seaman, nurse, soldier 

and airman served as memorials in their 

own right, as well as offering ‘some 

consolation to those unable to travel or 

tend a grave.’ By June 1920 16 cemetery 

registers containing 4,000 names were 

ready for printing, but it would take 

more than 10 years to print a further 700, 

000 names.  As for memorials on the 

principal battlefields, the Commission 

eventually agreed that Lutyens would 

create Thiepval Memorial Arch on the 

Somme, Baker would design Tyne Cot 

Cemetery and Memorial near 

Passchendaele and Blomfield would tackle 

a memorial at Ypres, Belgium ‘…the 

graveyard of a quarter of a million British 

dead.’ The Menin Gate, dismantled before 

the war, left the roadway on which 

Baker’s Tyne Cot Cemetery & Memorial, Belgium by 

the author  

Blomfield’s Menin Gate, Ypres, Belgium by the 

author  
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 ‘almost every battalion, almost every 

British man who had fallen in the Salient 

has passed through…’  The British cabinet 

agreed to give £150k to erect a memorial 

gateway at the Menin Gate. Today this 

remains a place of homage where every 

night the last post is sounded.  

This article takes its title from Philip 

Longworth’s 1967 book charting the 

history of the Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission (CWGC.) The CWGC website 

holds 1,741,360 records of individuals who 

died in the first (1,074,750) and second 

world wars (6666,10) ‘…names the 

Commission had to imprint on the 

public’s memory.’   And yet, how ironic it 

is, the one name we ought to know, the 

name of its founder, escapes us. Was 

Longworth correct in saying of ‘our man’ 

that ‘his truest memorial was the 

Commission itself, the institution he had 

inspired and nurtured?’ True many may 

not know his name, more may be familiar 

with his legacy and masses use the tools of 

remembrance he left for us. Spare a 

thought as you look for clues of ancestors 

on village memorials and search the 

CWGC website for answers, that your 

results are intrinsically entwined with the 

work started by ‘our man’ during 

September 1914.   

‘Our man,’ Fabian Ware, was the 

forefather of the most significant 

organisation in the world, dedicated to the 

restoration of dignity to the fallen – the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission.  

A man from Bristol whose quest ensured 

the sacrifices of those who died in the first 

and second world wars will be honoured 

and not forgotten, and each individual 

afforded a ‘decent burial and the dignity 

of a memorial somewhere in the world.’  

Fabian Arthur Goulston Ware 17th June 1869 – 29th April 1949                                                                                            

Chevalier (Knight) and later a grand officer of the Legion of Honour the highest 

French order of merit for military and civil merits. He is buried at the Holy Trinity 

churchyard, Amberley, Gloucestershire. 

Fabian Ware 

KCVO KBE CB CMG - ‘our man'  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legion_of_Honour
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_merit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knight_Commander_of_the_Royal_Victorian_Order
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Plum Marmalade 

This year the hot summer has given 

us a phenomenal plum crop, so I’ve 

made our favourite plum jam, the 

recipe for which I found in an Amer-

ican cookbook many years ago, and 

which I’ve adapted. We call it a mar-

malade because of the oranges and 

lemon it contains, and it makes a 

really good breakfast preserve which 

keeps very well.  Any mixture of 

plums will do, but damsons are best 

omitted as their flavour is a bit too intense. 

1.5kg mixed plums, stones removed 

2 oranges and 1 lemon, pips removed 

200g raisins 

Preserving sugar 

1stick cinnamon. 

Chop the oranges and lemons, with their 

rind on, in a food processor until fairly 

fine. Put into a large bowl. Chop the 

plums more coarsely and add to the citrus 

fruit, then the raisins. Measure the whole 

amount of fruit and calculate about 500g 

less sugar than the amount of fruit. The 

American recipe calls for equal amounts, 

but we find this too sweet. Tip all into a 

preserving pan, add the cinnamon stick 

and bring slowly to a simmer. Don’t any 

water – it will seem too dry at first, but as 

it heats, and you stir, the juice will begin 

to run and then you can raise the heat and 

boil until a little drop on a cold saucer 

forms a skin on the surface. Pot in warmed 

jars and seal either with the jar tops or jam 

covers.  

Simone Sekers 
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Guards of Honour at Notre Dame de Lorette, the largest French Military Cemetery 

in the world by the author  

Caroline Rowland © July 2018. 
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Derek Etherington Dip(I.T.) BSc (Hons) 

Broadband, wireless / wired networks. PC, Mac, 
iPad, Smartphone, Tablet etc. Computer repairs 

and upgrades. Tuition available. Free local callout. 

Websites designed & maintained. CISCO trained 
Reasonable rates. Monday – Friday 9am-6pm 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07855 287150 
Email: info@dcenet.co.uk 

Web: www.dcenet.co.uk 

C&G Plumbing 

 
All types of plumbing work undertaken from tap 

repairs to full installations. 

No job too small 
Experienced, reliable and professional service at 

Reasonable prices 
 

Telephone: 01963 371209 or 07766 186704 

Late Summer / Autumn Gardening 

What a summer! Two months with-

out rain and my garden was not hap-

py. It has taught me a lesson – I 

should have put barrow-loads of 

well-rotted horse-manure on the 

borders last year and practiced what 

I preach. That would have fed the 

soil which helps it to retain moisture. 

I have also installed two extra water-butts 

(and caught the recent rain). Better late 

than never. 

What will flower next year? Summer bulbs 

will always come up trumps and Mediter-

ranean plants like it dry and sunny. Try 

growing blue Agapanthus, Cistus, Crocos-

mias, Gauras, Hemerocallis (Day Lilies) 

and Helianthemums (Rock Roses).  

Late summer is the time to take cuttings of 

favourite plants and shrubs. 

Semi-Ripe Cuttings (Late Summer to Early 

Autumn): 

Semi-ripe cuttings are selected from this 

season’s growth. The base of the cutting 

should be hard, while the tip is still soft. 

Use sharp secateurs to make the cutting.   

 Place the cuttings in a plastic bag. Keep 

the bag in the shade or, in hot weather, 

the fridge until you are ready to pre-

pare them. 

 Prepare the cuttings by trimming them 

to 10-15cm in length, cutting just below 

a leaf node. Next, remove the lowest 

leaves and the soft tips. There will usu-

ally be about four leaves remaining. 

 Dip the bottom of the cutting in fresh 

hormone rooting powder, ensuring that 

the cut is well covered. Tap gently to 

remove the excess. 

 With large-leaved shrubs, cut the leaf in 

half to reduce water loss.  

 Insert the cuttings into pots filled with 

50 per cent free-draining potting com-

post mixed with 50 per cent sharp sand 

or perlite. Water well and allow to 

drain. 

Place the container of cuttings in a green-

house or cover pots with a plastic bag and 

put in a warm, light position, out of direct 

sunlight.   Cuttings taken in summer rarely 

need bottom heat but by autumn cuttings 

root more quickly in a heated propagator. 

Hardy shrubs can also be rooted directly in 

the soil, ideally enriched with plenty of 

organic matter, in cold frames or low tun-

nels of polythene sheeting, but may not 

root fully until late spring the following 

year. 

Evergreen shrubs such as Berberis, Box, 

Camellia, Hebe, Mahonia and Viburnum 

often root well from semi-ripe cuttings. 

Climbers, herbs and ground-cover plants 

too.  

Helen Howlett 

I
n

 t
h

e
 G

a
r

d
e

n
 



 

 Page 39 

 

As a further aid to problem solving, we are including the answers to these puzzles on the 

Wot’s On web site. 
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 Useful Information 
Opening Times 
Post Office 9:00am—5:30pm Mon-Fri, 9:00am—12:30pm Sat 

Shop 8:00am—6:00 pm Mon-Sat, 8:00am-1:00pm Sun 

PO letter box collections 5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10:15am Sat 

Numbers to Note 
Chemist, Stalbridge Pharmacy 01963 362246 

District Councillor, Hayward Burt 07543 854391 

District Councillor, William Wallace 01963 370423 

Doctors, Stalbridge Surgery 01963 362363 

Doctors, Milborne Port Surgery 01963 250334 

Electricity distribution (power cuts, emergencies) 105 (power cuts), 0800 072 7282 (emergencies) 

Hospital, Sherborne Yeatman 01935 813991 

Hospital, Yeovil District 01935 475122 

Local MP, David Warburton 01373 580500  

Parish Council (Zöe Godden) 07745 270285 or 01747 826401 

Police, non emergency and PCSO John Winfield 101 

South Somerset District Council 01935 462462 

South Somerset County Council—Single number 0300 123 2224 

St Nicholas C of E School, Secretary 01963 362308 

Village Hall bookings , Malcolm Stobart 01963 363380 

Wessex Water (water leaks, supply failure) 0345 6004600 

Clubs and Societies 

Art Group Cherry Shephard 01963 362062 Mondays 10am –noon, Village Hall 

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards 01963 362282 Tuesdays 7:30pm, Church Tower 

Blackmore Vale Lions Peter Oswick 01963 363281 

Blackmore Vale U3A Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Book Club Gail Cullum 01963 362878 3rd Wed monthly, 7:45 pm , Bird 

Brownies & Rainbows Jane Jeanes 01963 370769 Brownies Mon 6pm, St Nich Sch. 

CAMEO Ros Browning 01963 363016 1st Tues monthly, 7:45, Vill Hall 

Explorers Pre School Anna Swinburn 01963 363228 Mon-Fri 8:45am-3:13pm (termtime) 

Family History Group Linda Farnsworth 01963 365802 Alternate months, Village Hall 

History Group Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Line Dancing Ros Browning 01963 363016 Thursdays 7:45-8:45pm, Village Hall 

Loose Ends Dave Rabone 01963 362892 Fridays 10:30am-noon, Village Hall 

Sports Club Committee Steve Penny 01963 362157 

Women’s Institute Sue Latimer 01963 365765 3rd Tues monthly,  7pm Village Hall 
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