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We know it is old news but winning 

the Cheltenham Gold Cup is such an 

achievement for the locality, that it is 

worth celebrating at least until the 

next race! 

Well done to Colin Tizzard and the 

racing stables. Well done champion jockey 

Richard Johnson and what an amazing 

horse. Native River is all heart, the whole 

village was behind him, showing their 

appreciation at the Ash on the Saturday 

morning after the race. A year to be 

savoured! 

Colin is just one of the many talented 

people who live in and around the village, 

such a small community, yet so much 

talent and varied life experience. Our 

personalities for this issue are John and 

Jenny Whicher complete with some great 

in-flight photos. 

The business feature is MacLachlan 

Solicitors, who have an office in 

Sherborne, they cover most aspects of the 

law both for individuals and companies. 

They try to put more of a “human” face to 

the law, making it less of an ordeal for 

those of us who suddenly find we are in 

need of legal services. 

There is an update of Henstridge golf and 

Leisure. Rod and Sandy have been 

working tirelessly to improve the facilities 

there. If you have not been down to the 

club recently, give it a visit. They welcome 

all, not just those interested in golf! 

Our Parish Council is made up of local 

residents who do their best for the village, 

from running allotments, looking after our 

village hall and facilities to local planning 

issues. It is welcome news that Stalbridge 

football club are now playing at the 

recreation ground and we should 

encourage local youngsters to get 

involved and join up! 

The Party in the Park is scheduled for 11 

August, it was well supported last year, so 

please make a note in your diary and 

support the event, it should be a great day 

out for all the family. 

Finally, a note about the Gladman 

Development which some will now know 

has gone to appeal. The publication date 

for this magazine means that 

unfortunately, we may have missed the 

deadline for comments from interested 

parties 17 May. The full timetable is 

published in this issue. The inquiry will 

start 25 September, with an estimated 

timescale of 4 days. We will keep you 

informed of progress! 
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 John and Jenny Whicher 

John and Jenny Whicher moved to 

Henstridge from Yorkshire in 2010 

and were attracted to Henstridge by 

John’s desire to return to the South 

West, in addition to their wish to be 

close to an airfield in order to allow 

them to fulfil their hobby of flying. 

Both Jenny and John originally lived in 

London but met in Bristol while Jenny was 

doing her PhD in Pharmacology. John was 

undertaking some medical research at 

Bristol University having previously 

qualified in medicine at the university of 

Cambridge and Westminster Hospital. 

As a junior doctor in Bristol, John became 

interested in hot air balloons, 

and joined a group of doctors 

who bought a balloon, which 

later became known as the 

Flying Doctors Balloon 

Syndicate.  

When John and Jenny moved 

to Yorkshire, south of York, 

John became a Professor of 

Chemical Pathology and later 

a Professor in experimental 

cancer research at St James’s 

Hospital, Leeds (known to many as 

‘Jimmy’s’ after the popular television 

programme!) while Jenny took a role at a 

Veterinary Pharmaceutical Company. 

While in Yorkshire, John became 

interested in model aeroplanes, which 

partially came from the interest of his 

father who was originally an aeronautical 

engineer at the Civil Aviation 

Authority. Having met many friends 

through their interest in flying, John 

achieved his pilot’s licence in 1999, 

followed soon after by Jenny, whose 

interest in flying had started from 

her mother, who gained hers at the 

age of 17. 

The first plane that Jenny and John 

bought while in Yorkshire was a 

share in a Yak-52, an aerobatic 

aeroplane, followed by a Cessna-182, 

used mainly for touring. They also 

bought a dilapidated vintage biplane, a 

Bucker Jungmann which they completely 

rebuilt, and which has subsequently won 

many prizes at events for being the most 

beautiful plane.  

While in Yorkshire, Jenny and John had 

two daughters who both gained their 

pilots licences at the age of 16: one now 

lives in Cambridge while the other lives in 
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London.  

When Jenny and John 

decided to move, their 

priority was to find a 

house as close as possible 

to the airfield, which was 

the house they now live in 

after they both fell in love 

with it. However, their 

first experience in 

Henstridge came many 

years earlier after they 

flew to the Scilly Isles in their plane and 

spoke to a weatherman who warned them 

of a storm and advised them to fly back 

towards Dorset in order to avoid it. Their 

journey took them to Henstridge Airfield, 

where they landed their plane, and stayed 

in the Bird in Hand for the night! 

Since moving to Henstridge, John and 

Jenny have built a small Microlight in their 

Dairy shed, having previously watched a 

friend build a plane there. Together with 

Barry Howlett, John and Jenny built the 

plane to fly around the South West to land 

on small air strips, which they finished 

building shortly before Christmas.  

Both John and Jenny have become very 

active committee members of a local 

pilots’ club based at Henstridge Airfield 

with John running the website and Jenny 

is the treasurer. They are also both a part 

of a group of flyers that attempt to fly 

abroad at least once a year and have been 

as far as Italy in their Cessna.  

Aside from flying, John and Jenny looked 

after a flock of geese for around ten years 

while living in Yorkshire. 

John has a strong interest in 

the local geology around 

the south west and both he 

and Jenny enjoy gardening 

and playing tennis which 

their daughters also enjoy 

when they visit. . Since 

moving to Henstridge, John 

and Jenny have loved the 

welcoming and friendly 

atmosphere throughout the 

village. 

Jack Wilkins 

Personality continued 
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Welcome back to 

life at St Nicholas 

- what a term it's 

been; from snow 

to sun, sledging to East-

er bonnets. We trust 

you enjoy some of our 

snaps from this term. 

Snowy school days are 

fabulous fun; we loved 

making snow balls and 

snowmen. We had our 

Easter bonnets in the 

snow! Definitely a first.  

Alison Shearer Head Teacher 

V
il

la
g

e
 S

c
h

o
o

l 



 

 Page 5 

 St Nicholas School continued 
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 Rainbows and Brownies  

Both units have been busy in the last 

few weeks working on taster 

activities from our new programme 

which will start in September. All 

sections will follow an age related 

programme with activities and 

badges under common themes. We 

are looking forward to starting on 

this in the autumn term and have 

committed to buying all the books 

the girls will need and the unit resources 

for the September start. This is only 

possible because of the donations from the 

Ann Harris Foundation and the Line 

dancers last year and our very careful use 

of funds, gifts of craft materials and the 

support of Henstridge and the 

surrounding area. Our girls come from a 

wide area. 

We do have space in both units for girls. 

Rainbows start at 5 but can be registered 

before their 5th birthday at 

girlguiding.org.uk. Brownies start from 7 

and Guides who also meet in Henstridge 

start from 10. Two of our Brownie leaders 

also run the District Ranger unit which 

gives older girls an enhanced programme 

of activities. I am reliably informed that 

they enjoy foodie activities as much as 

Brownies do. We are very lucky to 

have the complete Guiding family in 

this area which means we can offer the 

girls more choice and support each 

other. All leaders follow an initial 

training programme and are 

supported by a mentor and are 

expected to undertake continuing 

training during their leadership time. 

First aid training and Safe Space 

(Safeguarding) are compulsory for 

leaders. 

We took part in the St George’s Day 

parade and service in Templecombe and 

later in the year will do our bit for the 

community by tidying the churchyard and 

cleaning the church brass. We collect and 

sell (hopefully) aluminium cans and learn 

about recycling. We have just completed 

an evening of trash fashion making 

wedding outfits from things which were 

going to be disposed of and reusing others. 

If you would like to find out about 

Rainbows or Brownies  

Contact: Jane Jeanes   

Tel: 01963 370769 or  07712 824747  

email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com  

News From Explorers Pre-School 

We ended the Spring term with an Easter 

Hat Parade and an Easter Egg Hunt with 

the parents and carers in the garden. The 

children were excited to show off their hats 

and then look for eggs in the garden. Their 

efforts were rewarded with each child 

receiving a chocolate bunny. We also 

celebrated World book day with the 

children and staff dressing as a favourite 

book character. We had Peter Rabbit, Jessie 

from Toy Story, Peppa Pig and a variety of 

Superheroes to name but a few and the 
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children read stories and shared picture 

books. 

This term we have been looking at mini 

beasts and bugs. The children have been on 

bug hunts both in the Explorers garden 

and St Nicholas' School Learning Garden. 

They used their magnifying glasses and 

binoculars to see what they could find 

underneath pots, logs and stones. They 

built houses from cardboard tubes, bricks 

and pipes to house the bugs and mini 

beasts that they found. They are now in the 

process of building several wormeries and 

digging for worms in our digging area in 

the garden. 

Our new opening hours of 8.45am-3.15pm 

are going very well and we now have 

limited spaces available for the Summer 

Term. However, we have 16 children 

leaving to go to school in September and so 

we will have spaces available in the 

Autumn Term. As the numbers have 

increased our sessions are now 8.45am-

3.15pm, 8.45am-12.00pm and 12.00pm-

3.15pm. 

 As fundraising becomes even more 

essential, the Committee have been busy 

organising events. On behalf of the 

Committee, we would like to thank 

everyone who supported the 80's disco in 

March, the Eggsplorers Easter 

Eggstravaganza on Good Friday and for 

your continued support of the monthly 

bingo that is being held at the village hall 

raising funds for both Explorers and Alfie 

O'Neal's physio.  A special thanks to our 

village businesses who supported us, 

Henstridge Shop, The Bird in Hand, The 

Virginia Ash, India Cottage, 

J.Day  Engineering, Oasis Overland, 

Henstridge Airfield plus all  the other 

organisations outside of the village.  Also, a 

special thanks to Henstridge line dancers, 

the parish council and the attendees of the 

March quiz at the Bird in Hand for their 

donations.  Thanks to everyone who 

helped and baked, these events would not 

be possible without your support. It is very 

much appreciated! 

Our current Committee are due to undergo 

some changes in the coming months, as a 

number of our current members are due to 

resign as their children are leaving 

Explorers in September.  We are looking 

for new committee members to meet 

monthly and have a say on the running of 

the setting.  If there are any local people 

who would like to help out this local 

charity, please contact the committee via 

email explorers.preschool@hotmail.co.uk. 

You do not have to have a child attending 

the pre-school, just a willingness to 

help secure the future of our local pre-

school.  Our next meeting is Sunday 20th 

May 2018 8pm at the Bird in Hand. 

For more information or to arrange a visit, 

please visit our website explorers-

preschool.org.uk, email at the address 

above or contact:  

Mrs Anna Swinburn - Supervisor  

07792 240804. 

Website: www.explorers-preschool.org.uk 

The Young Ones continued 
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Update on choosing a new Vicar 

As you are all aware Peter Hallett 

retired at the end of October last 

year. You may be wondering what, if 

anything has been going on in the 

past few months and more 

importantly when will we have a 

new vicar. 

The parish is in what is called a 

vacancy, and there is a process which 

has to be followed before a new vicar can 

be appointed and installed. For the past 

couple of months, the Parochial Church 

Councils of all three villages that make up 

our benefice – Henstridge, Templecombe 

and Horsington – have been working very 

hard composing our Benefice Profile.  This 

is a 15-page description of the villages, 

including demographics, employment, 

groups and societies, village schools, 

shops, pubs and restaurant. It takes into 

account what many people across the 

benefice have asked us to include, as well 

as the practical things like a description of 

the  house which will be the new vicar’s 

home and what we can offer in the way of 

help, as running three parishes has to be a 

team effort. 

The Profile is now finished. It has taken 

much work to get something which is 

pleasing to the Archdeacon, tells the story 

of the three parishes and most importantly 

can be read by an interested candidate. 

Churchwardens: 

 

Jenny Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: jennybates@waitrose.com 

 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Officers of the PCC: 

 

Vice Chair 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Treasurer 

Richard Scambler 

8 Wessex Court 

Henstridge BA8 0AU 

Tel: 01963 363919 

Email: Richard.scambler@btinternet.com 

 

St Nicholas Church HenstridgeSt Nicholas Church Henstridge  
Church Street 

Henstridge BA8 0QE 
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 3 June  

 11.00 a.m.   Morning Worship  

 6.30 p.m.   Evensong  

 10 June:     

 9.30 a.m.   Holy Communion:  

 the Revd. Ian Coomber  

 17 June  

 11.00 a.m.   Holy Communion: 

 The Revd Brian McConnell  

 6.30 p.m.   Evensong  

 24 June    

 11.00 a.m.   Holy Communion:   

 the Revd. John Silk  

 1 July 

11.00 am  Morning Worship 

6.30 p.m.   Evensong  

 8 July  

 9.30 a.m.   Holy Communion:   

 the Revd. Nigel Beardsley  

15 July  

11.00 a.m.   Morning Prayer 

6.30 pm  Evensong  

 

22 July  

10.30 a.m.  United Benefice Service at 

 St Mary’s Templecombe 

 The Rt Revd Peter Hancock 

 Bishop of Bath and Wells 

 29 July 

 10:30 a.m. United service at  

Templecombe United Reformed 

Church  

  5 August  

 11.00 a.m.  Morning Worship  

 6.30 p.m.  Evensong  

 12 August  

 9.30 a.m.  Holy Communion:  tba  

 19 August  

 11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion:  tba  

 6.30 p.m. Evensong  

 26 August  

 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion:  tba  C
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The advert for the new vicar will be 

published in the Church Times and on the 

Diocese of Bath and Wells website from 

the 4th May. We hope to have many 

applicants to shortlist at the end of the 

month and to interview in June. Please 

pray that someone will see our advert, 

read our profile and think ‘this is the place 

for me’. 

 

New table for chapel 

Jack Swingler died in January 2012. He 

came to Henstridge as vicar with his wife 

and small daughter (Jane Jeanes) in 

September 1953. A second daughter was 

born in 1954, the first child to be born to a 

vicar of Henstridge for a long time. He 

retired in 1985, continuing to serve the 

Diocese as one of the army of retired 

clergy who keep parishes going especially 

in vacancies. He left Henstridge church a 

small legacy which was spent when we 

replaced the floor in the main body of the 

church. Donations from family and friends 
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 at his funeral were given to the church to 

be used at the discretion of the PCC. It was 

the wish of the vicar and PCC to have a 

suitable table in the newly refurbished 

North Chapel or Toomer Aisle as it used to 

be known. 

Sometimes the wheels grind very slowly 

and some of you will know that this table 

has taken a long time to arrive. We looked 

at readymade ones and I talked to several 

furniture makers who didn’t really want to 

know. As a family we knew that the right 

person could be found in our own locality 

and how right we were. We approached 

Frank Lomas and he agreed to make the 

table for us. We agreed the design which, 

as you can see from the pictures, mirrors 

the pillars on the corner tabernacle in the 

legs and feet and the pew edges on the 

edges of the top.  I thank Frank from the 

bottom of my heart for this lovely tribute 

to my dad and thank Frank’s family for all 

the disruption to their family life while the 

table was being made and for their 

expertise in the placement of the legs. 

It is a lovely piece of furniture which will 

outlive most of us and be a fitting tribute 

to a man who signed every magazine letter 

for 32 years ‘your faithful vicar and sincere 

friend’. 

Jane Jeanes 

Church Flowers 

Thank you to everyone who arranged or 

gave flowers for Easter. The church looked 

and smelt beautiful on Easter morning. 

There is a new list in the church for anyone 

to sign up to provide and arrange flowers 

near the altar each Sunday. You do not 

have to be an expert, just want to do 

something to enhance our worship. If you 

do not feel able to able to arrange them 

yourself but would like to provide flowers 

either from your garden or as a donation 

please let me know and we can arrange for 

someone to arrange them for you. Some 

people donate to the flower fund for a 

specific anniversary or because they have a 

glut of flowers and would like to share 

them. Flowers can help to lift people’s 

spirits especially when they are feeling 

sad. 

Please come into church and look at the 

list. I try to add events like weddings and 

to give arrangers notice of funerals or 

other special events. For more information 

contact Jane Jeanes 

Church Cleaning 

Could you help our very small band of 

cleaners and polishers keep our building 

sparkling? If you could please let Jane 

Jeanes have your contact details. There is a 

new rota which has been kept deliberately 

short so that new members of the team can 

be added. It is hoped to have a Spring 

clean soon to tackle some of the hidden 

corners which are sometimes overlooked. 

Church Contacts: 

Jane Jeanes—01963 370769  

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com  

Jenny Bates 

Email: jennybates@waitrose.com  
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Gladman Planning Application appeal 

You may remember that the development 

company, Gladman, submitted an outline 

planning application for 130 dwellings on a 

site at the south of the A357. This 

application was refused by South Somerset 

District Council. The Parish Council was 

recently informed that Gladman had 

appealed against this refusal. This means 

that the Planning Inspectorate will now be 

charged with deciding if permission for the 

130 dwellings should be granted. The 

Planning Inspectorate is an executive 

agency, sponsored by the Ministry of 

Housing, Communities & Local 

Government and the Welsh Government 

and is completely independent from South 

Somerset District Council.  

The Parish Council will be reiterating its 

opposition to the Gladman application and 

submitting any relevant additional 

information. Members of the public can 

also contact the Planning Inspectorate to 

make their views known, although the 

deadline for comments is 17th May, after 

the publication of this edition of Wot’s On. 

Housing Needs Survey  

The Parish Council would like to thank 

everyone who returned their completed 

housing needs surveys. Approximately 300 

have been received by South Somerset 

District Council, which is analysing the 

information for us. We hope to have the 

results report by the end of May and will 

communicate this with you as soon as we 

can. 

Annual Parish Meeting 

The Henstridge Annual Parish Meeting will 

be held in the Village Hall, Ash Walk, 

Henstridge at 7pm on Monday 14 May 2018 

All residents and voluntary organisations 

are invited to attend the Henstridge Annual 

Parish Meeting. Reports from organisations 

Henstridge Parish  

Council 

Elvyns 

Wavering Lane East 

Gillingham, SP8 4NX 

Tel: 01747 826401 

Mob: 07745 270285 
Email: clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Web: www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Meet the Council: the Parish Council is made up of 13 councillors: 

Dave Nichols: Chair 

Simon Cullum: Vice Chair Carolyn Nichols 

Howard Bentley-Marchant Jean Oswick 

Ken Courtenay  Barry Paginton 

Peter Crocker  Bruce Pike 

Dennis Finch  Sue Place 

John Graham  Michael Player 

Administration for the council is dealt with by the Clerk and Proper officer, Zöe Godden.  

In the first instance, all enquiries should be made to the Clerk. 

District Councillors are: Hayward Burt and William Wallace (who is also County Councillor) 
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are welcome and there will be an 

opportunity to meet members of other 

organisations and councillors before the 

meeting, when light refreshments will be 

available from 6.30pm. 

If your organisation would like to give a 

presentation on their activities, or to 

submit specific questions or items for 

discussion to the Parish Council, please 

contact the Parish Clerk using the details 

below (before 01 May 2018): 

Zöe Godden 

Elvyns 

Wavering Lane East 

GILLINGHAM 

SP8 4NX 

Tel: 01747 826401 

Mobile: 07745 270285 

e-mail: 

clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

Village Agent 

The Parish Council is very pleased to 

announce that Henstridge, Yenston and 

Bowden will soon have their own Village 

Agent.  

The Somerset Village Agent service is a 

project of the Community Council for 

Somerset (http://somersetrcc.org.uk/) and 

now covers over half of the county. The 

project uses paid, part time, highly trained 

individuals living in the parish ‘clusters’ 

they support. They help to bridge the gap 

between isolated, excluded, vulnerable 

and lonely individuals and statutory and/

or voluntary organisations which offer 

specific solutions to identified needs. 

The Parish Council has earmarked £7,000 

to part-fund this new post, with the CCS 

obtaining funding from other sources to 

match fund this amount, meaning that 

Henstridge will receive Village Agent 

coverage for two days per week, for the 

price of one.  

A representative from CCS will be giving a 

talk at the Annual Parish Meeting (see 

above) to explain more. 

Open Spaces Committee Chairman’s 

Report 2017/18 

The major accomplishment of the year was 

undoubtedly the building of the path 

around the recreation ground. This has 

brought the ground into 12 month a year 

use by all sectors of the community, young 

and old, and has proven to be especially 

useful when the ground has been too wet 

and muddy to walk on. The idea for the 

path came from the community during the 

development of the Parish Plan, and I am 

delighted that we were able to deliver it. 

Our thanks go to Viridor for the funding 

and to SSDC for a very competitive quote 

to build it. The path has attracted the 

donation of a lovely bench from the Lions, 

and two beautifully re-furbished old 

benches, one donated by Cliff Frost and 

one that is the WW I commemorative 

bench. Stop press news is that the Lions 

are arranging for stones to be set into the 

ground to help keep you all neat & tidy 

when the ground is muddy; I must say, I 

think we are beginning to spoil you! 

Keeping to the Rec, we also completed a 

major refurbishment of the Children’s play 

ground, though our agreed timetable was 

ruined by contractor illness and some very 

bad weather, both out of our control, but 
which resulted in a delayed re-opening of 

the park, for which I apologise. There are 

Parish Council continued 
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very few contractors skilled and qualified 

to do this sort of work, and we are often 

dictated to by their work load. 

In the next few weeks we are hoping that 

the necessary repair and maintenance 

work will be carried out on the skate park, 

which will mean that it will be out of 

action for a few days, but we will advise 

when this looks imminent. 

We held a number of Fun Days for 

children last summer, and had the Picnic 

in the Park, which were all well received, 

and events that we are hoping to run this 

year. We will definitely be looking for help 

and assistance for the Picnic in the Park, on 

August 11 as well as ideas and 

entertainment; if you want to set up a stall 

or run an event, then names and numbers 

to Zöe, please. 

Possible plans for the Rec include a Pump 

Track for cyclists utilising some of the 

waste soil from the path construction: in 

fact, since starting this report, Sports 

England have come back to us with some 

positive news, so this may well be a 

starter! A possible tennis court, and an 

extension of the MUGA to incorporate a 5 

a side football pitch are other ideas we 

have been approached on.  We are also 

hoping to commence work on re-surfacing 

the Village Hall Car Park. We would 

welcome any ideas you may have to 

further improve the facilities. 

The main football pitch has been used all 

season by teams from Stalbridge football 

club, with the Blackmoor Vale Cup Final 

being held there. We all offer a big thank 

you to Jeremy for his expert mowing skills, 

and to Linda Jones for ensuring the Rec is 

clean. 

The allotments continue to be reasonably 

busy, but there is always a degree of 

turnover as people leave the village or give 

up the effort, so if you feel the need to 

grow your own then please call the Clerk. 

There have been instances of illegal motor 

bike riding on the path, and if this is seen 

the advice is to call the Police to report it. 

The cemetery has undergone its annual 

safety inspection, and passed, for which 

we thank SSDC, and we also thank George 

for his excellent work in keeping it clean 

and tidy. We extracted a lime tree that was 

problematic, but have no plans for any 

more work of that nature. 

We would like to plant many more bulbs 

around the village, and will be appealing 

for help on this; if you can help to plant a 

few bulbs then please let the Clerk know. 

As ever, there are many people in the 

village that we must thank, starting with 

the small army of volunteer litter pickers 

who turn up for the organised litter picks 

but also carry out their own regular 

sweeps to ensure the village is clean and 

tidy. We thank Linda Jones, volunteer dog 

warden and Environment Warden, Ron 

Valentine and Frazier who have restored 

Parish Council continued 
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our pathway system to its former glory, 

Steve Burrows for his regular acts of 

maintenance on the Green Gym, Dennis & 

Deanna & the Loose Ends Mob for clearing 

the VH Car Park, Jeremy for the mowing, 

and of course, George and Terry for their 

invaluable efforts on all of the open spaces. 

Lastly I would like to thank all the 

members of the Open Spaces Committee, 

and, of course, Zöe for her help, advice 

and assistance throughout the year. 

If you have any questions or concerns 

about any of the open spaces then please 

call Zöe and talk to her or leave a message; 

she will return your call. 

Simon Cullum 

The Silent Soldier 

After the Summer Holidays are over, 

Henstridge Parish will mark the 

approaching Centenary of the 1918 

Armistice which brought to a close the 

Great War. An almost life-sized figure in 

silhouette of a soldier with head bowed, 

will be sited close to St Nicholas Primary 

School, in Remembrance of those who lost 

their lives in the Great war of 1914-1918 

and the Second World War 1939-1945. The 

figure is produced by The Royal British 

Legion and is known as the Silent Soldier.  

The figure has been purchased using 

generous subscriptions from three groups 

which meet at our Village Hall - CAMEO, 

The Line Dancers and Loose Ends. A top-

up grant has also been agreed by the 

Parish Council, so The Silent Soldier will 

be a figure that truly represents the 

residents of the Parish. 

We are absolutely delighted to report that 

our Silent Soldier will be adopted by the 

children of St Nicholas’ School. The pupils 

will put the figure on site and make sure it 

is well looked after. Much closer to 

Armistice Day, the children will establish 

our own Field of Remembrance next to the 

Silent Soldier and they will place small 

wooden crosses there – one for each of the 

men who lost their lives. We will give 

notice of the date of this event nearer the 

time and hope that there will be a good 

turn-out of people to watch this act of 

Remembrance. After the children have 

placed their crosses, anyone else wishing 

to add their own tribute will be more than 

welcome to do so and crosses will be 

available for you. 

There will be a service of Remembrance in 

St Nicholas Church on Remembrance 

Sunday which falls exactly 100 years after 

Armistice Day on 11th November. River 

Sunley, who was pupil of St Nicholas 

School until very recently, will read her 

beautiful poem at that service. She called it 

Poppies of Remembrance and it will make 

you think! 

Parish Council continued 
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Keep in Touch! 

 

Refer to the Henstridge Online web-

site for more details and up to date 

information—

www.henstridgeonline.co.uk 

or look for Henstridge Village Hall 

on Facebook 

 

 

Regular Weekly Activities in the Village 

Hall 

Monday morning - Art group (10am) 

Monday afternoon – Bridge / Card Games 

(alternate weeks) (2:00 pm) 

Monday evening - Jazzercise (6.30pm) 

Tuesday morning - Jazzercise (9.30am) 

Wednesday morning - Jazzercise (9.30am) 

Wednesday afternoon - Baby and Toddler 

Group (1pm) 

Wednesday evening - Youth Club 

(6.30pm) 

Thursday morning - Debbie's Ladies 

Group (10am) 

Thursday evening - Line Dancing (7.45pm) 

Friday Morning - Loose ends (10.30am) 

Monthly group meetings 

Cameo – 1st Tuesday each month – Village 

Hall 7:45 pm 

Book Club – 3rd Wednesday each month – 

The Bird 7:45 pm 

Women’s Institute – 3rd Tuesday each 

month – Village Hall 7:00 pm 

Weekly Events elsewhere 

Sundays—Henstridge Airfield Car Boot 

Sale 

Upcoming Events 

U3A—Tuesday 3rd  July 2018 

Blackmore Vale U3A host a talk by Lotte 

Dale on her 1,200 parachute jumps                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Henstridge Village Hall 2.30pm                                                                        

Members £1.50, Visitors £2.50,  refresh-

ments included. 

Blackmore Vale revival - 7th July 2018 

 Blackmore Vale Revival is an annual Clas-

sic Vehicle and Vintage Show, held at the 

beginning of July. Visitors traditionally 

dress in vintage clothing at the show, 

which includes trade and craft stalls, fami-

ly entertainment, beer and refreshment 

tents and arena entertainment, all in the 

style of the Goodwood Revival.  All pro-

ceeds of the day go to Dorset and Somerset 

Air Ambulance. 

Morris Dancing—25 June 2018 

Treacle Eater Clog,- a north west morris 

team based in Yeovil will be dancing at the 

Bird in Hand,- Henstridge at 9 p.-m on 

Monday 25 June.-  

Contact:Rosemary on 01935 891415  

Bernard on 01258 817174 or visit our web-

site www.treacleeaterclog.org.uk 
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Bird in Hand 

 
Your friendly local pub 

Skittle Alley available for functions 

Real Ale, local cider and guest beers available 
Lunch time bar snacks 

Sky Sports 

Telephone: 01963 362255 

 

Henstridge Summer Sale Trail—Saturday 

4th August 2018, 12 noon - 4pm 

Sell your unwanted items in the comfort of 

your own front (or back) garden! Take part 

in what was a very successful event in 

2016. Get involved and meet many lovely 

people from your village.  

If you wish to have a stall, register to have 

it included on a map so that everyone can 

find you. Registration is now open and 

will be until July 21st. There is a £5 regis-

tration fee if paid before Saturday 2nd 

June. Later registration is £7 per home. 

Unfortunately there are strictly no later 

admissions after July 21st.  

Maps will be sold at the bar in The Virgin-

ia Ash pub, Henstridge, on the day of the 

Sale Trail at 12noon for £2 per map.  Under 

no circumstances can maps be purchased 

any earlier. 

All money (100%) from registrations and 

maps will be donated to help fund the 

Picnic in the Park event at Henstridge Rec-

reational Ground on Saturday 11th of Au-

gust.  

To register your home on the map, please 

call or text 07761 180135. You may be 

asked to confirm where your home is on 

Google Maps.  

Let’s hope we get the gorgeous weather 

like we did last time! Really looking for-

ward to this!  

Faye North 

Upcoming Events continued 
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 Village Hall 

It is with mixed feelings that I put 

the metaphorical pen to paper to 

prepare this contribution to Wot’s 

On. As advertised on the Village Hall 

noticeboards, in the local shop, the 

Blackmore Vale Magazine, social 

media and the previous issue of 

Wot’s On, the Village Hall AGM 

took place on Tuesday 24 April. In 

addition to members of the committee, 

only three other members of our commu-

nity took the trouble to attend: one of 

those was the wife of the current chairman 

and the other two were his neighbours. 

We are, of course, extremely grateful for 

their support but, given the high populari-

ty of the Hall as demonstrated by its near-

continuous use on a day-by-day basis, I 

personally found the turnout rather disap-

pointing. It must be hoped that the reason 

was that the people of Henstridge were so 

pleased with the past performance of the 

Village Hall Committee that they saw no 

need to change it or the work it was do-

ing……. 

At the AGM, most retiring committee 

members agreed to stand again as Village 

Hall Trustees; two did not, both for per-

sonal reasons, and we are very sorry to see 

them go. There were no other volunteers 

so your committee for 2018-19 is: Mrs. Ros 

Browning, Mrs, Sandra Consalvey, Mrs. 

Mair Graham, Mrs. Carolyn Nichols, Mr. 

David Nichols, Mrs. Doreen Paginton, Mr. 

David Rabone, Mr. Chris Savage and Mr. 

Malcolm Stobart. With numbers reduced 

from eleven to nine, the individual work-

load inevitably will increase and I would 

urge anyone prepared to assist – and par-

ticularly those who make regular use of 

Village Hall facilities (our “stakeholders”) 

– to please contact the Chairperson whose 

contact details will be found on Village 

Hall noticeboards. 

On a more positive note, users will have 

noticed the important upgrade recently 

completed in the main hall area. Obvious 

improvements are the fresh paint on the 

walls and suspended ceiling complete 

with LED panel lights and new curtains. 

Less visible, but of equal importance, is the 

insulation that has been installed above 

the ceiling in the kitchen, lobby, toilet and 

Stage areas, and in the interspace above 

the new ceiling. The effect is a warmer, 

more aesthetically pleasing, Hall and, 

hopefully, lower electricity bills. That this 

has been possible is down in very large 

part to the generosity of the many people 

who donated both financially and/or of 

their time. In the former category, I would 

like to mention specifically: grants from 

the Blackmore Vale Lions Club, Hen-

stridge Parish Council and South Somerset 

District Council, and donations from AJN 

Steelstocks Ltd, Marris Trott (in memory 

of her husband, David) and a donor who 

wishes to remain anonymous. Of the many 

people who donated their valuable time, I 

would like to pick out, in particular: Val 

and Robin Howlett who made and in-

stalled the new curtains, the working party 

of decorating experts from the village who 

painted the walls and Frank Lomas who 

installed the roof insulation and associated 

access hatches in the kitchen, lobby and 

Stage ceilings. 

Young parents and grandparents engaged 

in child-minding duties may have noticed 

that a baby changing-facility (never quite 

sure where to put the hyphen!) has been 

installed in the female accessible toilet 

cubicle. Again, our thanks are due to 

Frank for fitting it free of charge. 
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On a more mundane note, the problems 

with loose-legged tables have persisted 

and your committee is currently experi-

menting with a solution involving welding 

the legs in place. Following complaints 

concerning congestion in the Lounge area, 

committee has decided to dispose of a few 

chairs that seem to be surplus to require-

ments. Initially, twenty of the large ban-

queting chairs and four soft-backed ones 

will be sold. This will free up space in the 

Storage Container and should permit 

equipment to be moved there from the 

Lounge. 

Thanks to the generosity of our friends 

and the efforts of the fundraising subcom-

mittee, the Village Hall remains in a good 

financial condition. Let me emphasize 

again, however, that the Village Hall does 

not run only on money. It runs on the 

efforts of, currently, a rather small band of 

unpaid volunteers, many of whom are not 

getting any younger. In recent months, we 

have lost representatives of key stakehold-

ers. No names, no pack drill, but perhaps 

stakeholders such as the WI, St Nicholas 

School, Youth Club, etc, might get in touch 

with a view to contributing a representa-

tive to the Village Hall Management Com-

mittee. Many hands make light work and 

they would also be safeguarding the inter-

ests of their particular user group. 

Chris Savage – Chairman 

 

Townsend Green Development 

At the time of going to press Gladman 

developments had appealed the decision 

made by South Somerset District Council 

to reject the proposal to build 130 new 

dwellings (Appeal Reference APP/R3325/

W/18/3197690. 

The A357 Action Group will be submitting 

further evidence during the appeal pro-

cess. The deadline for submissions was set 

before 17 May 2018. 

Appeal forms may be downloaded from 

the website www.planningportal.gov.uk/

planning/appeals/planningappeals 

Any further comments by residents should 

be emailed to west1@pins.gsi.gov.uk or 

sent to The Planning Inspectorate, 3P Kite 

Wing, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, 

Temple Quay, Bristol BS1 6PN (enclosing 3 

copies) 

We would strongly urge ALL RESIDENTS 

to write or email and make your feelings 

known to the inspector. 

There were three reasons given by SSDC 

for rejection: 

 The council’s concerns about the impact 

of the scale of the settlement in the area 

which would undermine the settlement 

hierarchy. (Henstridge is a rural settle-

ment, the lowest rank in the hierarchy.) 

It was stated that the proposal did not 

meet the identified need for housing in 

Henstridge 

 The council gave a second reason for 

refusal that the proposal failed to meet 

the need for secure, safe and convenient 

access on foot, cycle and by public 

transport and private transport. 

 The third and final reason for rejection 

was the council concern that the devel-

opment would give rise the local flood-

ing and that insufficient information had 

been submitted to demonstrate that 

flooding would not simply be diverted 

News and events continued 
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downstream and did not meet the aims 

of the National Planning Policy Frame-

work. 

Gladman are trying to undermine the ac-

cepted planning hierarchy, claiming it is 

no longer relevant and that it is out of 

date. The A357 group completely rejects 

that claim and points out that Henstridge 

has already seen more development of 

affordable housing than any other rural 

settlement in South Somerset, bar one. 

The A357 Action Group believes that safe-

ty is a key issue and that with the develop-

ment proposed on the outskirts of the vil-

lage, it will not be safe to walk to key local 

facilities down roads which are narrow 

and do not have footpaths. Gladman claim 

that the proposal is safe, both access to 

facilities and the position of the proposed 

exit on to Woodhayes Way, where parked 

cars obscure the line of sight. 

Update on Henstridge Golf and Leisure 

It was winter 2014 when we last looked at 

our local golf club. Rod and Sandy had 

only recently taken on the business and 

have been working diligently ever since to 

improve the facilities the club and location 

offer. If you haven’t been there recently, 

then now is a great time to go and have a 

look. The clubhouse offers real home com-

forts, together with a relaxed and happy 

atmosphere (it is also Rod and Sandy’s 

home).  

In recent years the clubhouse has been 

completely re-decorated inside and out. 

There is new cladding to the building on 

the outside and inside, new carpets and 

sofas for relaxed seating and eating. For 

the long summer days, you can sit outside 

on a new decking area and enjoy an even-

ing drink or bite to eat. All are welcome, 

you don’t have to play golf, just come 

down and relax! Bar food is available most 

of the day including a cooked breakfast for 

early risers and even a take away service 

for those who need to eat on the hop. The 

facility is available for larger parties, al-

lowing up to eighty inside and many more 

during the summer, using the outside ta-

bles and the decking area. It is perfect for 

those special events, birthdays, anniver-

saries or parties. Rod makes much of his 

lights and Karaoke, at one time I even 

feared he would give me a demonstration! 

A Sunday carvery is served on the last 

Sunday of every month. This is probably 

the best value in the village, it’s popular so 

booking is essential. 

News and events continued 
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Sandy is very proud of her state of the art 

kitchen. You can sample her considerable 

cooking skills for any special meal. She 

will work out the menu with you, you just 

supply a minimum of 15 guests and it’s 

done. 

Golfers have not been forgotten, the club 

still has the full 9 holes, but there is now a 

practice putting green and chipping area 

in addition the practice driving facility and 

nets. The club really is ideal for those start-

ing golf and who might feel intimidated at 

some of the more established clubs in the 

area or for those who enjoy the more re-

laxed golf that is on offer. The course is flat 

and has no bunkers!  

Rod has just been given planning permis-

sion for a touring caravan site. Visitors 

have full use of the club house and there 

are a number of “hook ups” giving mains 

power where needed. Caravan rallies are 

most welcome. 

 

Snow! 

Perhaps winter 2018 will be best remem-

bered for some pretty serious snow!  

We’ve had many people ask us to recog-

nise the efforts made by Marcus and Em-

ma to keep the shop open through thick 

and thin—here are a couple of sample 

posts on Nextdoor Henstridge — 

Three cheers for Marcus and his wife who 

stayed overnight in the shop to make sure yet 

again that the snow wasn't going to stop them 

from opening on time for us today. They do a 

fantastic service for our village. 

Anne Smales 

This is the second snow-in in the past fortnight 

that the shop has managed to open on time and 

stay open. Thank you Marcus, Emma and the 

family, and Rita and Brenda too, and for mak-

ing it such a friendly place. 

Simone, Henstridge 

 

And how about Native River? 

Following its exciting win in the Gold Cup 

race at Cheltenham, Colin Tizzard and 

Derek Etherington Dip(I.T.) BSc (Hons) 

Broadband, wireless / wired networks. PC, Mac, 
iPad, Smartphone, Tablet etc. Computer repairs 
and upgrades. Tuition available. Free local callout. 

Websites designed & maintained. CISCO trained 
Reasonable rates. Monday – Friday 9am-6pm 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07855 287150 
Email: info@dcenet.co.uk 

Web: www.dcenet.co.uk 

Vale Auto Services 

Low Cost Motoring Centre 
Premium service at sensible prices 

MOT £35 while you wait: Monday-Saturday 

Servicing, Repairs, Diagnostics, Tyres, 

Laser Wheel Alignment 
Free Collection / Delivery / Courtesy Car 

Telephone: 01963 362843 

Web: www.valeautoservices.co.uk 

News and events continued 
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head lad Richard Young brought this won-

derful horse to the Virginia Ash for all to 

see.  What an exciting win. 

 

St George’s Day Parade 

Our Rainbows, Brownies and Guides 

ready for the St. George’s Day Parade 

Blackmore Vale Forge 

General blacksmith, welding & steel fabrication 
Telephone: 01963 364116 
Email: blackmorevaleforge@yahoo.co.uk 

C&G Plumbing 

 
All types of plumbing work undertaken from tap 

repairs to full installations. 

No job too small 
Experienced, reliable and professional service at 

Reasonable prices 
 

Telephone: 01963 371209 or 07766 186704 

News and events continued 
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 Special Feature 

Henstridge Parish 

Magazine, January 1874 

For this issue we thought 

it would be interesting to 

reprint an extract from 

the Parish News of 1874. 

It gives us a fascinating 

insight into the language 

and attitudes of our 

predecessors, 144 years ago. It 

shows how times have 

changed, but also how in 

many ways we are faced with 

similar concerns. 

The Church and Churchyard 

The Restoration of the church 

is finished. The work so long 

looked forward to has, by 

God’s blessing, now been 

done, and once more 

Henstridge has a Parish 

Church as the centre and 

home of its religious life. And 

in this church all, rich and 

poor, find ample and equal 

accommodation. It is a matter 

of no small satisfaction to 

those on whom the anxious 

duty has fallen of conducting the 

Restoration that the work when completed 

seems to be thoroughly approved. We 

hope we may take this as proof that the 

work has been carried out on the right 

principles, as well as correctly in an 

architectural point of view. We have now a 

Church which is emphatically the Church 

of the Parish, we have Services which are 

week by week gaining a congregational 

character, we have a Choir which is 

steadily increasing in efficiency, we are 

able to arrange our worship and the 

administration of the Sacraments 

“decently and in order,” we have good 

and sufficient accommodation for the 

children of the Sunday School, we have 

ample space for the grouping of a 

Catechising Class on the Sunday 

afternoons – and now it only remains for 

us, Clergy and people, to use this Church 

which we have been permitted to build. 

Daily the Church bell will sound to remind 

us of Death, and Judgement, Heaven and 

Hell, to tell us of another world amidst the 

busy distractions of this world. A few only 
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perhaps can come to the daily Morning 

Prayer, but many, we fancy, will gladly 

take advantage of the Wednesday and 

Friday Evening Services. 

A word must be said about the 

Churchyard. Neither trouble nor expense 

have been spared to make it as neat as 

possible and suitable to the beauty of the 

restored Church. By the kindly good 

feeling of those interested it is it been 

possible to remove all unsightly 

obstructions, the Churchyard has been in 

part laid with turf, the mounds over all the 

graves that were identified have been 

replaced, the path has been laid with 

Keinton stone pavement, boarded by 

Seaton pebbles. We see with great 

satisfaction that more than one grave is 

about to be planted with flowers. But 

when the churchyard has been brought 

into good order it must be kept in good 

order. To this end three things are 

necessary. Firstly, the grass must be kept 

down - the Vicar will see to this. Secondly, 

people must walk on the path and on the 

path only, and especially the grass about 

the Church Porch must not be trampled 

down by young fellows hanging about 

when the congregation are going in. 

Thirdly mounds and graves must be kept 

in good order. Any mound that is allowed 

to get out of shape, or broken or sunk, will 

be levelled. Persons wishing mounds to be 

kept up are advised to make arrangements 

with the sexton.  

With regard to Gravestones and 

Monuments of all kinds; they cannot 

legally be placed until the consent of the 

Vicar has been obtained. In all cases it is 

most necessary that the design of the 

proposed Gravestone should be shown to 

the Vicar before the stone is ordered. We 

must have no more “urns” or “inverted 

torches” or other pagan symbols! The fee 

to be paid will be merely nominal if the 

proposed design is suitable. 

Henstridge Parish Magazine, January 1874 

Price Twopence 

With Henstridge News only, One Penny 

[Note that the cover charge of 2d is equal to 

approximately 52p now, according to the 

National Archives] 

Brian Kinder & Son 

Motor engineers 
Servicing & repairs to all makes 

 

Unit 7A Marsh Lane Industrial Estate,  
Henstridge BA80TG 

Telephone: 01963 363151 or 07714 293852 
Email: gkinder2808@gmail.com 

Web: www.briankinderandson.co.uk 

Special feature continued 

Westree Company 

Tree surgery, pruning, reductions, felling, stump 

removal, emergency tree works, logs for sale. 
Hedge trimming, reductions, planting, sheds, 

summerhouses, garden rooms,  
equestrian buildings, garages 

Telephone: 01963 362615 
Email: enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk 

Web: www.westreecompany.co.uk 
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 MacLachlan Solicitors 

MacLachlan Solicitors is celebrating 

its twentieth anniversary following 

its establishment in Sherborne in July 

1998. The practice was established by 

the two founding partners on 4th 

July and it was no accident that it 

commenced trading on 

“Independence Day”.  

The aim of the two founding 

partners was to establish a local high street 

practice, specialising in providing legal 

services to both individuals and businesses 

within the Blackmore Vale.  

The focus of the practice has always been 

to provide legal services in a friendly, 

straightforward and understandable 

manner at reasonable cost.  

The mother of one of the founding 

partners was named “MacLachlan”, and it 

was felt that the MacLachlan clan motto of 

“Brave and Trusty” was an ideal motto for 

the type of legal practice that was 

envisaged. The name MacLachlan 

Solicitors was therefore adopted for this 

new legal practice.   

Over the past twenty years the firm has 

expanded, opening offices in both 

Gillingham and Shaftesbury, 

supplementing the existing Sherborne 

office. This expansion has been due to the 

popularity of the practice with the local 

community requiring legal services. The 

majority of the expansion of the business 

has resulted from repeat work from clients 

and their recommendations to their friends 

and families to use MacLachlan.  

The Directors of MacLachlan all live 

locally and have done so for many years. 

Directors Mark Griffin at the Gillingham 

Office and Jacqueline Watson at the 

Sherborne Office both moved to the area 

over 20 years ago with their families who 

have grown up in the Blackmore Vale.  

Tom Gawler, the director at the 

Shaftesbury Office, was born in 

Shaftesbury and attended Shaftesbury 

School before qualifying as a solicitor. Tom 

and his young family still live on the 

family farm in Hartgrove. 

All clients of the practice are able to visit 

the offices to receive face to face advice on 

their legal affairs whether it is buying or 

selling a home or business, making a Will 

or resolving a dispute. Home visits are also 

available on request.  

Mark Griffin, who established the practice 

in 1998, states that the last twenty years 

have flown by and he is amazed at the 

success of MacLachlan which he attributes 

to the ethos of the business. He also 

considers that it has been immensely 

satisfying and a privilege to work in North 

Dorset serving his local community as a 

solicitor.  

Henstridge Tyres & Battery Ltd. 

Unit 11C Marsh Lane Ind. Estate, Henstridge 
 

Most brands supplied & fitted 

Wheel balancing 
Competitive prices 

Local & reliable 
 

Telephone: 01963 363859 
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 WI 

 April saw some changes to our 

Committee and there will be exciting 

times ahead! They will spice up our 

meetings so come along and join in 

with us to see what happens. 

The March meeting was very 

informative when a representative 

from the ‘Litter free Coast and Sea’ 

Organisation told and showed us 

films about the dangers the sea life are 

experiencing due to all the litter discarded 

on our beaches.  They are encouraging 

people to join groups at the coast to help 

collect up all the litter left on beaches 

everywhere. 

Our craft group have been very 

industrious and have produced a lovely 

banner to advertise our Institute.  On 28th 

April four members will be parading it 

through Wells with many members from 

other Somerset WI’s all holding there 

banners aloft.  We are starting at Wells 

Cathedral and finishing at St Cuthbert’s 

Church where refreshments will be 

provided. 

‘Indoor Sky Diving ‘will be the order of 

the day on 2nd May when a member is 

celebrating her birthday.   8 of our 

members will be joining her. 

11 May is Somerset Day and a Cider and 

Cheese Event is being held at The Bird in 

Hand and everyone is welcome.  Some of 

us will be combining this with a walk to 

raise donations for ACWW (Associated 

Country Women of the World) ending at 

the pub to enjoy the refreshments and 

quench our thirst. 

20 May sees the First World Bee Day and 

we will all be finding ways of attracting 

bees to our gardens.  Castle Gardens are 

planning to make people aware of how 

important bees are to us all. 

Future meetings: 

June 19 – Archaeology ‘Bronze Casting the 

Old Way’. 

July 17 – Something different …(no heels 

please). 

August 21 – Garden Party. 

September 18 – Bees – amusing facts. 

Ladies come and join us on the third 

Tuesday of the month, 7pm in the Village 

Hall Lounge. 

Sue Latimer - 01963 365765 

email:  susanlatimer155@gmail  

 

CAMEO 

Our last few meetings have gone well. 

A trip to The Bird in Hand for Skittles in 

March was well received and well 

supported. 

Henstridge School being our temporary 

meeting place, Mark Tatchell came and 

gave us an interesting talk on Antarctica 

and his slides were brilliant. We had a 

great turn out for this talk. 

On May 1st we have John Harper 

coming to give a talk on the Beauty 

of Buttons, from Medieval to Modern. This 

again is at Henstridge School.  

Our June 5th meeting is on Orchids by 

Linda Jones.  We will be back at the 

Village Hall for this. 

We meet on the 1st Tuesday of the month, 

at 7.30pm for 7.45pm start 

Price £2.  All are welcome. 

Ros Browning—01963 363016 
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Line Dancing 

All is well and we have a very enjoyable 

evening, a great crowd and a giggle. 

If you want to join us you are welcome. 

We meet on Thursday nights at 7.45pm till 

8.45pm.  Price £3. 

Ros Browning— 01963 363016 

Loose Ends 

The Loose Ends coffee morning meets 

every Friday in the Village Hall Lounge 

from 10.30 am till noon. We have had a 

steady winter with many people coming to 

enjoy the warmth of the lounge, especially 

during the “Beast from the East” in early 

March. Our usual highlight of ‘hot cross 

buns’ on Good Friday was provided by the 

Fowler family this year. They even brought 

their toaster to warm them up; a special 

treat!  Further sustenance was provided in 

early April by the Williams family from St 

Nicholas Close who sold cakes in aid of a 

Cancer charity. They tell me they raised 

£100 in total so “Well done to you” and 

thank you to everyone who supported 

them.  

Summer lasted 3 days last week. Hugo and 

I took the opportunity to go on the train to 

Teignmouth. A cheap day out with your 

senior railcard from Templecombe Station. 

We did not get much further than the first 

pub but we did see the sea and Hugo 

caught the sun! Loose Ends was packed 

that Friday. 

It is May next week and the weathermen 

promise some warmth.  The village is 

planning a summer party at the Rec, to use 

the new patio, and the U3A will have a 

summer do at the Golf Club in August. So 

don’t go away, now. I shall be back to 

advertise the Macmillan Coffee Morning at 

the end of September. More details nearer 

the time or see the noticeboard at 

Henstridge Online 

David Rabone—01963 362892 

drabone10@btinternet.com 

 

Family History Group 

The FHG meet on the first Thursday bi-

monthly, in the Village Hall Lounge; the 

next meetings are June 7th and August  2nd 

at 2.30pm. (Aug venue to be confirmed). 

We are an informal group, but if you would 

like any help with your research or ideas of 

how to start your own family tree, the 

members will be very happy to assist 

wherever possible. Do come along and 

meet us. 

You are probably aware that this year in 

November it will be 100 years since the end 

of World War 1,  also known as the First 

World War and the Great War.  

In our Church there is a Roll of Honour 

Board, of which The Family History Society 

have tried to find out as much as possible of 

those thereon. However, there are some 

names of persons who we were unable to 

find any information at. Perhaps YOU 

might be able to help. Please read the article 

in this magazine, and contact us you have 

any knowledge of any of these persons. 

Linda Farnsworth     01963 365802          

henstridgefhs@gmail.com 

 

Quiet Corner Farm: Patricia Thompson 

Award winning apple juice 
 

Telephone: 01963 363045 

Clubs & Societies  continued 
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Henstridge Art Group 

We continue to meet in the Village Hall on 

Monday mornings from 10.00 a.m. to 12 

Noon, except on Bank Holiday Mondays. 

We would like to welcome you should you 

care to see us at work. 

Cherry Shephard 

News from the Hive 

Did someone say Spring was here? This 

has been one of the most difficult springs 

for bees and beekeepers for a long time. 

The flowers have bloomed well and bees 

have been able to get out on some days but 

have been confined indoors on too many 

due to the rain or high winds. Beekeepers 

have not had many days when hives could 

be opened up for inspection and it has 

been difficult to give the bees the extra 

space needed without chilling the 

important brood. Unlike bumble bees, 

honey bees cannot work in cold 

temperatures or late into the evening so 

are at a slight disadvantage in a cold 

spring. They have to rely on stored food 

and the colony working together as a 

team. Yellow rape fields are in full bloom 

and we can only hope for some nice warm 

days so that the bees can forage for longer 

spells. Our observation hive will be out 

and about again this summer so that you 

can see all the work the bees have to do. 

Some people were surprised last summer 

to see baby bees perform their first task on 

emerging from the cell. They emerge, turn 

around and have to clean the cell ready for 

the Queen bee to lay another egg in that 

cell. Some were able to see the bees 

feeding the Queen as she was moving 

from cell to cell. As she will, at the height 

of the season, lay 1,500 eggs a day, in-flight 

refuelling is the only way to make sure she 

is properly fed. 

We have a small amount of honey left and 

hope the weather improves this month. 

Thank you for all the yellow flowers in 

your gardens and for the places where 

dandelion flowers are beacons of rich 

nectar and pollen. Please plant bee friendly 

single flowers this summer and leave a 

shallow tray of water not just for birds but 

for the bees to drink from as well.  

This a sombre note to finish on but please 

keep your eyes open for the Asian hornet 

which is making its way across the channel 

and has been found in one or two places 

already. If it gets established in this 

country honey on your toast or porridge 

will be a thing of the past. 

If you have a swarm of bees in your 

garden or see any unusual bee activity 

please give Ken Jeanes a ring 01963 370769 

and he will try to help you sort it out. 

Henstridge Book Club 

Spring rolls round, and we read on… 

We’ve had a few great successes recently 

and one we all hated!  This year we have 

extended our range a bit to include tales of 

espionage to our regular diet of crime 

fiction.  We continue to try to read new 

authors – in this search, we often check out 

various crime fiction awards lists and web 

sites for inspiration.  We’re currently 

reading the original “Ordeal by 

Innocence” to see if we prefer Agatha 

Christie’s ending to that of the BBC. 

We meet monthly informally at the Bird in 

Hand to discuss our latest choice (and put 

the world to rights!).  You are very 

welcome to join us – even if you can’t 

make every meeting.  Our regular meeting 

Clubs & Societies continued 
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date is the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 

7:45pm at the Bird in Hand, so just come 

along one evening, or if you would like 

more information, please contact  

Gail Cullum - 01963 362878 

email – gailpcullum@gmail.com 

 

News from the Lion’s Den 

We recently held our annual Swimarathon 

on April 22 and 29 at Claysmore School 

pool. Unfortunately there were not so 

many entries this year however those who 

did take part, including schools and 

scouts, entered with such enthusiasm it 

made it all worthwhile. 

This year’s Easter Egg draw in local pubs 

raised over £1200 which we will plough 

back into the local community. Yet another 

great success thanks to the efforts of our 

local pub landlords and local business. 

Our annual Blackmore Vale Lions Golf 

Fun Day is being held on Sunday 24th 

June. The event will support Life 

Education Wessex which provides 

invaluable support for our local schools. 

Full details and entry forms are now on 

our website www.bvlions.yolasite.com or 

can be obtained from me. 

On the social side we held a St George’s 

day dinner at The Virginia Ash. This was 

our first and it was so good that we will 

repeat it next year. 

If you are interested in joining our Club 

please give me a call.  A big thank you! – to 

all of you that have supported and helped 

us. Our motto as ever is “we serve”. 

Lion Peter Oswick - 01963 363281 

Email - peter.oswick@btinternet.com 

Clubs & Societies continued 

Summer Fruit Tart 

This is the easiest dessert to make, 

and really good with all the summer 

soft fruits, especially raspberries.  

 

First make the base: 

150g plain flour 

110g unsalted butter, slightly sof-

tened 

2 tblsps. caster sugar 

Few drops vanilla extract 

Whizz all the ingredients together in a 

food processor, or rub them together with 

your fingertips as though making pastry. 

Press flat into a 17cm flan tin with a loose 

base, then chill for half an hour. Bake in a 

preheated 150 degree oven until the base 

is a pale gold, then leave to cool a little 

before piling the fruit of your choice over 

the surface.  

Slice strawberries into quarters or eighths 

if large, leave raspberries whole, slice 

peaches or nectarines, stew black or red 

currants briefly with a little sugar, but no 

water. Whatever you choose, leave a small 

rim around the pastry. Then spoon the 

contents of a tub of crème fraiche over the 

top and pop the tart under a hot grill, grill-

ing until flecked with gold. Serve slightly 

warm with more fresh fruit. 

Simone Sekers 
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 Henstridge Roll of Honour  

1914-1918 

As you may know, this year in 

November will be 100 years since the 

cessation of World War I also 

known as the First World War, 

the Great War, or the War to End 

All Wars. It was a global 

war originating in Europe that lasted 

from 28 July 1914 to 11 November 

1918. More than 70 million military 

personnel, including 60 million 

Europeans, were mobilised in one of 

the largest wars in history. Over nine 

million combatants and seven 

million civilians died as a result of this 

war (including the victims of a number of 

genocides).  

Are you aware that in our Church, there 

is a Roll of Honour Board? The local 

Family History Group attempted to 

identify those recorded for posterity.  It 

lists only surnames and initials, and 

therefore it was not easy to be absolutely 

sure to whom it referred, as the initial 

was sometimes that of a second baptism 

name or a local name he was known by! 

If anyone has any information as to the 

way the names were submitted or if you 

know anything of the following persons, 

of which no information has yet been 

found, we would love to hear from you. 

Those yet untraced are: 

Allum W, Burge K,  Boussey G, Carroll P, 

Godfrey J, Heighton R,  Jarvis E, Lacock G, 

Martin A, Nettley A, Newman T, Pearson 

JH, Rogers E, Senior R, Staddon FW, Trett 

G, Tucker W, . 

Should this article have aroused any 

curiosity into your local forbearers, you 

can see the Roll of Honour Board, and the 

document (in a black folder) produced by 

local historian Jim Wain. The Board is on 

the opposite wall of the Church from 

where you enter, and the folder is below, 

and this contains quite a lot of ancestral 

and historical data. 

We realise that as time passes, it will be 

more difficult to trace those yet unknown, 

but should you be able to help us in even 

the smallest way, please contact us. 

Family History Group email;     

henstridgefhs@gmail.com 

Linda Farnsworth     01963 365802 

Jim Wain                    01963 363110 
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  Summer Gardening 

The weeds soon caught up after a 

chilly spring! It is always good to 

remove weeds before they set seed 

or risk that old saying ‘One Year’s 

Seeds Make Seven Year’s Weeds’.  

Shallow-rooted weeds like hairy 

bitter cress and grass can be 

chucked onto the compost but 

thugs like dandelions, nettles, bind-

weed, buttercups and ground elder need 

to be dug out and burnt or sent to the tip. 

Otherwise their roots will just keep grow-

ing.  

Many people in Henstridge have clay soil. 

Clay is hard to dig and either stays wet for 

a long time or else dries out and cracks 

after a drought.  Yet is very fertile and can 

be improved by digging in sharp sand 

mixed with well-rotted manure.  

Roses do well on clay and so do Viburnum 

x bodnantense ‘New Dawn’, Sorbus aria 

‘Lutescens’ (silvery-leafed Whitebeam), 

Mahonia japonica,  Hostas, Aquilegias, 

Mexican Orange Blossom (Choisya), Hy-

drangeas,  Peonies, Jacobs Ladder 

(Polemonium), Bergenias, Christmas Roses 

(Hellebores), Hardy Geraniums, Japanese 

Anemones, Astilbes and Astrantias. 

How to deter slugs and snails organically: 

 Coffee grounds spread round plants. 

 Slugs love beer and cider. A container 

sunk into the ground so the rim is at 

or just above soil level, filled with 

beer acts as a slug trap. 

 Crushed egg-shells are effective for a 

while when spread in a barrier ring 

around precious plants. Similarly 

chopped lavender or rosemary act as 

a barrier. 

 Slugs can’t cross copper which acts as 

a barrier. A copper ring around a pot, 

just below the rim, prevents slugs 

from getting at the plant. There are 

copper impregnated mats too that 

you can stand pots on.  Don’t allow 

the plant’s leaves to become a bridge 

for the slugs next door though. 

 Biological control of slugs and snails 

is effective in small gardens early in 

the season. Basically you water on a 

solution of Nematodes (microscopic 

worms). 

 Small piles or rings of wheat bran or 

corn bran are eaten by slugs and 

snails and they cause desiccation and 

death. Totally organic and if wildlife 

eat the corpses they are getting extra 

nutrition. You need to replenish regu-

larly in rainy weather. Buy from the 

health food store.  

Helen Howlett 

Celeste Nourse Photography 

BA (Hons) Photomedia, ABIPP, ARPS, ASWPP 
Creative, professional photography service 

Weddings, Portraits (studio / location) 

Special Events, Parties 
 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07989 637168 
Email: info@celestenourse.co.uk 

Stalbridge & Marnhull Veterinary Surgery 

Friendly caring service for cats dogs and other 
pet animals 

Free first consultation for all new clients 

15% discount for the over 60s 
Plenty of free parking 

 
Building 12 Gibbs Marsh Farm Stalbridge 

Tel: 01963 548240        www.smvets.co.uk 

MB Electrical – Part B Registered 

Mike Barnes domestic electrical work  
& PAT testing 

Telephone: 01963 363133 or 07966 108590 
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As a further aid to problem solving, we are including the answers to these puzzles on the 

Wot’s On web site. 
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 Useful Information 
Opening Times 
Post Office 9:00am—5:30pm Mon-Fri, 9:00am—12:30pm Sat 

Shop 8:00am—6:00 pm Mon-Sat, 8:00am-1:00pm Sun 

PO letter box collections 5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10:15am Sat 

Numbers to Note 
Chemist, Stalbridge Pharmacy 01963 362246 

District Councillor, Hayward Burt 07543 854391 

District Councillor, William Wallace 01963 370423 

Doctors, Stalbridge Surgery 01963 362363 

Doctors, Milborne Port Surgery 01963 250334 

Electricity distribution (power cuts, emergencies) 105 (power cuts), 0800 072 7282 (emergencies) 

Hospital, Sherborne Yeatman 01935 813991 

Hospital, Yeovil District 01935 475122 

Local MP, David Warburton 01373 580500  

Parish Council (Zöe Godden) 07745 270285 or 01747 826401 

Police, non emergency and PCSO John Winfield 101 

South Somerset District Council 01935 462462 

South Somerset County Council—Single number 0300 123 2224 

St Nicholas C of E School, Secretary 01963 362308 

Village Hall bookings , Malcolm Stobart 01963 363380 

Wessex Water (water leaks, supply failure) 0345 6004600 

Clubs and Societies 

Art Group Cherry Shephard 01963 362062 Mondays 10am –noon, Village Hall 

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards 01963 362282 Tuesdays 7:30pm, Church Tower 

Blackmore Vale Lions Peter Oswick 01963 363281 

Blackmore Vale U3A Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Book Club Gail Cullum 01963 362878 3rd Wed monthly, 7:45 pm , Bird 

Brownies & Rainbows Jane Jeanes 01963 370769 Brownies Mon 6pm, St Nich Sch. 

CAMEO Ros Browning 01963 363016 1st Tues monthly, 7:45, Vill Hall 

Explorers Pre School Anna Swinburn 01963 363228 Mon-Fri 8:45am-3:13pm (termtime) 

Family History Group Linda Farnsworth 01963 365802 Alternate months, Village Hall 

History Group Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Line Dancing Ros Browning 01963 363016 Thursdays 7:45-8:45pm, Village Hall 

Loose Ends Dave Rabone 01963 362892 Fridays 10:30am-noon, Village Hall 

Sports Club Committee Steve Penny 01963 362157 

Women’s Institute Sue Latimer 01963 365765 3rd Tues monthly,  7pm Village Hall 

 



����������	
���� �����������������������������������������

�
����
��  ������������

�������
��  ���� �������!"����#���

�
$�  %%%#%������
������"
#��&�

�����
��'��  �������������(��
��"�)���
�!���������������
��"�#��#��




