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It seems the most contentious subject 

in the village remains future house 

development. Thankfully the recent 

proposal for 130 houses on the edge 

of the village was refused. This was 

the right decision, not enough 

thought had been put into the local 

requirement and the infrastructure needed 

to support it. Added to the major 

proposals that are still being considered 

and planned in Stalbridge and 

Templecombe and we were, and to some 

extent still are, faced with a nightmare 

scenario of over development.   

Yet, there is a housing need. We know 

there is a housing shortage nationally and 

clearly there will be demand particularly 

from young people in and 

around Henstridge to own their own 

home.  

Our local parish council has responded 

with the production of a housing needs 

survey which is being delivered with this 

issue of Wot’s On. This is the best way 

forward to establish, in an objective way, 

the needs of the village in the next 10 

years. It is clearly important for all of us to 

respond to that survey even if you don’t 

see it relevant to you personally. If it isn’t 

then respond accordingly. Likewise if you 

have young children growing up then try 

to think ahead. Whatever your 

circumstances, please complete the survey 

and give the parish council the 

information it needs to assist in the future 

development of the parish.  

Our personality in this spring issue is 

Anne Harris. Anne now lives 

in Stalbridge but for many years was 

a Henstridge resident. She is a very 

talented individual with an interesting 

background which has led her into charity 

work supporting disabled children in the 

area.   

The village is full of talent, our business 

this issue is that of Celeste, a professional 

photographer who offers a creative service 

for weddings, special events and portraits. 

Celeste has provided the photograph for 

our front cover on this issue, 

a fine example of her professional work.  

Not all will be aware of the number of 

musicians in the village, not only do we 

have a very proficient choir but a host of 

professionals playing a variety of 

instruments including those of mediaeval 

and renaissance origin. Elizabeth 

Holbrook provides an insight into the 

range of music being played in the village 

for those interested in getting in touch.   
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 Personality—Anne Harris 

Anne Harris lived in Henstridge for 

a number of years where she took up 

the hobby of creating large kites. 

Anne and her family formerly lived 

in Townsend Farm Barton before 

moving to Henstridge House in the 

1990’s. During this time, Anne’s 

family went to a kite festival in Bristol and 

her son, at the age of 12, soon became in-

terested in kite buggying. He appeared on 

Blue Peter several times alongside Anne, 

who became known as ‘John’s mum’! 

Anne became interested in kites and decid-

ed to create a large dinosaur kite to appeal 

to children, which was made with offcuts 

of hot air balloon fabric and stood at 

around 20 feet tall! The subsequent crea-

tion was a hedgehog, using a similar meth-

od and was around 18 feet long. She took 

this, along with her dinosaur, to the Bristol 

Kite Festival. While at Bristol, Anne was 

invited to Berck-sur-Mer in France where 

she met the organiser of a kite festival in 

Australia and, with her hedgehog and two 

dinosaurs was invited to a festival there. 

Following her time in Australia, Anne was 

invited to Mi-

ami for 4 con-

secutive years, 

as well as to 

Cape Town to 

showcase her 

increasing col-

lection. She was 

invited to the 

Colombia Kite 

Festival where 

she toured 9 

cities in three weeks with her kites. 

Anne visited many festivals in Britain, and 

one of those which gave her a new idea 

was a festival in Kent when there was a 

lack of wind. The person in charge of the 

bouncy castle offered to attach its blower 

to the tail of the dinosaur and shut off its 

mouth. 

Anne had put together a large collection of 

kites, and a picture of her kangaroo was 

sent to the organisers of Glastonbury Festi-

val who requested Anne to create a phoe-

nix and a pyramid to mark the resurrection 

of the pyramid stage a year after it burned 

down. Suggesting that a phoenix was too 

delicate a creature to be formed as a kite, 

Anne created a picture of the phoenix as a 

stained-glass window on the pyramid 

which stood at 120 feet high! The show 

saw a crane pull up the pyramid while 

fireworks were set off around it to cele-

brate the ‘phoenix rising from the ashes’. 

Anne became good friends with Arabella 

Churchill, one of the organisers of the festi-

val and ran the charity ‘Children’s World’ 

which was aimed at offering support for 

children with special needs. Anne became 

a trustee of the charity and a volunteer in 

Yeovil for the children under 5. 

 

P
e

r
s
o

n
a

li
t
ie

s
 



 

 Page 3 

 

Following her Glastonbury success, Anne 

continued to create a yearly display and 

continued displaying her kites at events 

throughout the world. She soon created 

‘Sunny’, the logo for Arabella’s ‘Children’s 

World’ charity. However, Arabella sadly 

passed away which led Anne to create 

Merlin, the wizard which she took to the 

rock ‘n’ roll show in the circus field at 

Glastonbury. 

She continued taking her kites to Miami in 

aid of the charity ‘Little Acorns’ which 

aimed to prevent children from getting 

involved in drugs and violence. One of the 

kites that she created for this was a 90 feet 

long zodiac dragon. 

However, Anne was diagnosed with can-

cer, and following her recovery, she decid-

ed that she wanted to make a difference to 

children’s lives and so in 2003 formed the 

registered charity ‘The Anne Harris Chil-

dren’s Fund’. Following this, Anne used 

her event invitations to raise money for the 

charity and she even began to remake 

some of the older, more worn kites into 

hanging displays. 

The charity raised £10,000 per year, half of 

which was raised through her displays 

which included Father Christmas and 

dolls houses. Last year, the charity raised 

£4,500 at Glastonbury Festival, and over 

£50,000 has been raised in total for the 

charity. It mainly supports local children, 

with Cape Mental Health being the only 

cause supported abroad. Some of the local 

causes which the charity has supported 

include Stalbridge Youth Club, Stalbridge 

Scouts and Henstridge Brownies. 

Anne now attends Glastonbury as a stew-

ard where she hands out bags on arrival, 

in exchange for donations to the charity. 

She has since moved to the ‘Theatre and 

Circus’ area where she leads both groups 

of stewards. 

The charity only has three trustees alt-

hough Anne is now looking at the best 

way to achieve donations for the charity. 

She would encourage anyone with any 

‘mad’ ideas to help her raise money to let 

her know! 

Personality continued 
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Welcome back to news from St 

Nicholas. We've had lots of reasons 

to celebrate so we share some of our 

photos with you. 

Congratulations to our talented, deter-

mined Athletics Team - we won the local 

schools' competition and gained a place in 

the County Finals in Taunton. Our team 

are now in the top 7 schools in Somerset 

for Athletics. A fantastic achievement! 

Well done to our Sports Leader, Miss 

Steninger.  

 

Good work and effort are rewarded with a 

special certificate from the class teacher in 

our Friday Parent Celebration Assemblies. 

Well done Dragonflies. 

 

Alison Shearer Head Teacher 

Josie and Amelia in Year 1 show a 

high level of confidence as they 

present to parents and staff dur-

ing their Class Celebration Service 

with Mrs McGinty, their class 

teacher. 
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 St Nicholas School continued 

The children welcomed 

Spring by feeding these 

adorable, feisty lambs. 

Thank you to Amber for 

coming in to give us all the 

opportunity to enjoy these 

new lives.  

Rewards are huge in every class 

and our children take much pride 

in being awarded the Head teach-

er's golden sticker. Well done to 

our Butterflies for working hard. 

Thank you to everyone who helped us raise money 

for Save the Children. Theo and Lucy show you here 

how proud we were to have everyone's support. 

Charity work is strongly encouraged at St Nicholas; 

showing compassion to others, having kind hearts 

and hands and being part of a solution are key focus 

points at St Nicholas. Well done and thank you to 

Ruby in Year 5 for suggesting we support World 

Cancer Day 2018. She, with the pupils' support, 

raised £116. A super achievement indeed. 
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 Rainbows and Brownies  

Our numbers have gone up and 

down in both units since Christmas 

and we have several girls waiting to 

be the right age to start. Both units 

have spaces and you can register an 

interest by logging into 

Girlguiding.org.uk and selecting join 

us, or you can give me a ring and 

arrange to come to 

a trial meeting.  

Brownies have been 

trying out some of the 

new activities which will 

form part of the new 

programme coming into 

use from September. 

Some of these have 

given us many laughs 

and a chance to try new 

experiences. Rainbows 

have been learning 

about the 5 World 

Guiding centres and are 

trying crafts from 

Mexico, India, 

Switzerland, Great Britain and Africa. 

They have made a skiing model, started 

Mexican god’s eyes and created their own 

tartans. We have all enjoyed making and 

eating pancakes.  

You may have seen the pictures and write 

up in the BVM of the thanks and 

recognition party which Cadbury Division 

gave for its leaders a few weeks ago. It is 

easy for all of us to forget that leaders are 

volunteers who are there for meeting times 

but also do a lot of preparation for 

meetings and attend trainings  as well. In 

order that the units can run safely leaders 

are trained in first aid and in safe space 

which is Girlguiding’s safeguarding 

training. We all try to provide the best 

experience for all the girls in our care and 

it was very nice to have this recognised in 

the awards which we were given.   

Contact: Jane Jeanes   

Tel: 01963 370769 or  07712 824747  

email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com  

 

 

Templecombe Guides  

Guides are now meeting in Henstridge 

and are managing with help from Brownie 

leaders who are going straight from our 

meetings on a rota to make sure the 

Guides comply with safe guidelines. 

Parents also form part of this rota. They 

need to find other helpers so please look 

out for posters and events in the next few 

months. Some of our leaders also run 

Wincanton District Rangers, the oldest 

section for girls. We can provide details of 

all sections if you are interested.  
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 Explorers Pre-School  

This term the children have been 

involved with activities relating to 

Winter Time and Ice. They have 

explored what happens when you 

leave water outside during a frosty 

night and have frozen different 

materials in water. The children 

were very excited to discover in the 

morning what had happened and 

were eager to go outside to 

investigate. We went on a walk 

around the grounds of St Nicholas 

School and into the learning garden 

where the children pointed out signs of 

winter time and were able to see the bird 

feeders that the school children had made. 

This inspired them to make their own bird 

food which they took home to put in their 

gardens. 

 The children also had the opportunity to 

meet some lambs that had come to visit St 

Nicholas School and to stroke them and 

talk to the ladies who had brought them in. 

We are now busy making Chinese 

Dragons, dog masks, Chinese fans, Chinese 

Moon Cakes and playing in the role play 

Chinese Restaurant as part of our Chinese 

New Year Celebrations.  

Explorers is open Monday to Friday from 

8.45am-3.15pm during term time. For more 

information or to arrange a visit, please 

visit our website or phone: 

Mrs Anna Swinburn 

Tel: 07792 240804 

Website: www.explorers-preschool.org.uk 
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Update on Choosing a New Vicar  

The Parochial Church Councils of 

Henstridge, Templecombe and Hors-

ington are currently writing the Pro-

file and advert for a new vicar. If you 

have any suggestions for what our 

priorities should be and what you 

would like in our next incumbent, 

please get in touch with the church-

wardens: 

Jane Jeanes 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com  

Jenny Bates 

Email: jennybates@waitrose.com  

Church Cleaning  

Our church building is cleaned by a small 

band of people who give their time and 

elbow grease to keep the floors swept and 

the brass and pews polished. We are in 

need of a few more people to join our 

cleaners and brass polishers so if you 

could spare a few hours every so often 

please get in touch with  Jane Jeanes on 

01963 370769  

Church Flowers  

Do you like growing or arranging flowers? 

If so perhaps you would like to provide 

and arrange the flowers that adorn our 

building and enhance our worship during 

Churchwardens: 

 

Jenny Bates 

Highclere, Whitechurch Lane 

Henstridge BA8 0PA 

Tel: 01963 364028 

Email: jennybates@waitrose.com 

 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Officers of the PCC: 

 

Vice Chair 

Jane Jeanes 

Redlands 

Stowell, Sherborne 

Dorset DT9 4PD 

Tel: 01963 370769 

Email: lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com 

 

Treasurer 

Richard Scambler 

8 Wessex Court 

Henstridge BA8 0AU 

Tel: 01963 363919 

Email: Richard.scambler@btinternet.com 

 

St Nicholas Church HenstridgeSt Nicholas Church Henstridge  
Church Street 

Henstridge BA8 0QE 
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 4 March  

 11.00 a.m.   Morning Worship  

 6.30 p.m.   Evensong  

 11 March:    Mothering Sunday  

 9.30 a.m.   Holy Communion:  

 the Revd. Dianne Barrett  

 18 March  

 11.00 a.m.   Morning Prayer  

 6.30 p.m.   Evensong  

 25 March:   Palm Sunday  

 11.00 a.m.   Holy Communion:   

  the Revd. John Silk  

 30 March:  Good Friday  

 7.30 p.m.   Music and Meditation  

 1 April:  Easter Sunday  

 11.00 a.m.   Holy Communion:   

  the Revd. Jane Hindle  

 6.30 p.m.   Evensong  

 8 April  

 9.30 a.m.  Holy Communion:   

 the Revd. Ian Coomber  

         15 April  

 11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion:   

 the Revd. Frank Wright  

 6.30 p.m.  Evensong  

 22 April  

 11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion:   

 the Revd. John Silk  

 29 April  

 10.30 a.m.  United Service 

 at St. John’s Milborne Port  

 6 May  

 11.00 a.m.  Morning Worship  

 6.30 p.m.  Evening Prayer  

 13 May  

 9.30 a.m.  Holy Communion:  tba  

 20 May:  Pentecost  

 11.00 a.m.  Morning Prayer  

 6.30 p.m. Evensong  

 27 May  

 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion:  tba  
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the year. There is a list in the church for 

people to sign if they would like to help. 

Each Sunday we like to have flowers either 

in the window by the altar or a pedestal on 

the left of the altar. For special occasions 

we have arrangements in the windows 

and the font as well. You do not have to be 

an expert arranger to help us. If you can’t 

arrange flowers perhaps you have a sur-

plus of flowers to offer to someone who 

could or perhaps you would like to give 

flowers for a special occasion.  

We do not have flowers during part of 

Advent or throughout Lent. We shall be 

decorating the church on Saturday 31 

March for Easter Sunday.  

Contact— Jane Jeanes 01963 370769  
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The Gladman Application for Housing  

Most readers will be aware of the 

application that was made by Gladman 

Developments for Planning Permission for 

up to 130 Dwellings on the fields at 

Townsend, Henstridge. If you are not 

aware and wish to see all the details, go to 

the SSDC website and view the Planning 

Application at: 

https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/

planningdetails/?id=1703029OUT 

The Application went to the Planning 

Committee for consideration at the request 

of our two District Councillors following 

the very large public meeting at which 

Gladman presented their plans and also 

following the recommendation made by the 

Parish Council, that the application should 

be refused.  

The Planning Committee met on 10 

January when Objections to the 

Application came from three different 

groups: The Parish Council, the 357 

Planning Group and from members of the 

Public. The decision of the Committee 

cannot include reference to all the details 

covered in the statements made by 

objectors. However, that input was very 

important indeed because it brought real-

life examples to highlight the serious flaws 

made in the attempts to justify the 

application. The resulting picture came 

together to underline that the Application 

contravened several elements of current 

Planning Policies, the details of which 

become clear in the explanation that 

follows. 

The Committee found that: 

1. Henstridge is classified as a Rural 

Settlement in the South Somerset Local Plan 

of 2015 because it cannot provide sufficient 

employment opportunities or community 

facilities to support a large increase in the 

number of dwellings. Permission had 

already been granted for the building of 120 

houses in various places throughout the 

area and of these, 94 have already been 

Henstridge Parish  

Council 

Elvyns 

Wavering Lane East 

Gillingham, SP8 4NX 

Tel: 01747 826401 

Mob: 07745 270285 
Email: clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Web: www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

Meet the Council: the Parish Council is made up of 13 councillors: 

Dave Nichols: Chair 

Simon Cullum: Vice Chair Carolyn Nichols 

Howard Bentley-Marchant Jean Oswick 

Ken Courtenay  Barry Paginton 

Peter Crocker  Bruce Pike 

Dennis Finch  Sue Place 

John Graham  Michael Player 

Administration for the council is dealt with by the Clerk and Proper officer, Zöe Godden.  

In the first instance, all enquiries should be made to the Clerk. 

District Councillors are: Hayward Burt and William Wallace (who is also County Councillor) 

P
a

r
is

h
 C

o
u

n
c
il

 



 

 Page 11 

  
built. If the application was agreed, the 

Gladman proposal would lead to very 

significant over-development. In fact, the 

level of development ratio would be 

higher than all but one of the Rural 

Centres – for example, Bruton, Ilchester 

and Milborne Port.  

2. It was noted that the proposal failed to 

provide and secure safe and convenient 

access to key local facilities. This failure 

also contravenes the policy of The South 

Somerset Local Plan of 2015. 

3. Insufficient information had been 

submitted to show that the development 

would not give rise to flooding locally or 

downstream. This ran contrary to the 

National Planning Framework. 

These three reasons above may sound a bit 

bureaucratic and of course they are but the 

well-reasoned, factual statements made by 

the three groups of Objectors brought life 

and focus to some of the necessarily rather 

dry Policy statements. 

It is important to note that it is unlikely we 

have heard the last of this proposal. 

Gladman Developments may Appeal the 

decision or they may come back with a 

revised application. The Parish Council 

would view a revised application on its 

merits and make its recommendations 

accordingly.  

Housing Needs Survey 

The Parish Council has agreed to 

undertake a Housing Needs Survey (HNS) 

this year to help make decisions about 

future housing needs for local people that 

may, or may not, have to be met in our 

parish in the future. Whilst there are no 

guarantees that affordable housing 

provision will result as a consequence of 

the outcomes of the HNS, the results of the 

survey will give us useful information 

about the kind of housing that is needed in 

our Parish and will help us make informed 

decisions in the future. The Parish Council 

understands that it is difficult for people to 

get onto the housing ladder or for older 

people to downsize to a smaller property 

within the Parish. This is why the HNS is 

being commissioned at this time. 

We are undertaking this survey in 

partnership with South Somerset District 

Council (SSDC) Officers who will be 

analysing the returned forms and 

producing a report of the survey 

outcomes. All personal information 

supplied will be managed on a strictly 

confidential basis and accessed only by 

those who work for the Housing Team of 

SSDC. 

To get the best results, we need your help 

to complete the survey forms that have 

been delivered to you with this edition of 

Wot’s On. Only one survey needs to be 

completed per household, but the more 

surveys that are returned, the more 

accurate the results will be. 

There are two ways to complete the 

survey: 

 Complete the paper survey you 

have received with this edition of 

Wot’s On. A postage–paid 

addressed envelope is included for 

you to return your completed 

survey forms. 

 Complete the HNS online here: 

www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/

Henstridge/. 

The completed survey forms have to be 

returned by Tuesday 3 April 2018. 

 

Parish Council continued 
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If you need another copy of the paper 

survey or if you or someone you know 

needs any help at all in completing the 

HNS, please do not hesitate to get in touch 

with the Parish Clerk,: 

Zöe Godden. Telephone: 01747 826401 

clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

The Parish Council is very grateful to the 

Wot’s On team for agreeing to deliver the 

HNS for us. Thank you so much. 

 

Reporting Non-Urgent Crime 

PCSO John Winfield has asked that all 

new, non-urgent crimes are reported to 

Avon and Somerset Police either via the 

101 number or the Avon and Somerset 

Police website:  

https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/

contact-us/report-a-crime-or-incident/ 

PCSO Winfield is happy for you to contact 

him directly with updates, additional 

information or queries but, in the first 

instance, crimes must be reported to either 

the 101 number or the Avon and Somerset 

Police website. This is important because 

all crimes need to be logged so that the 

Police can allocate resources to the areas 

that need them the most. If no crimes are 

reported in Henstridge, the Police will 

think we are crime-free and PCSO time 

will not be allocated to us. 

Alternatively, any crime can be reported 

anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 

555 111 or online at  

www.crimestoppers-uk.org. 

In an emergency, always dial 999. 

 

 

Upcoming maintenance to play area and 

skate park 

The Open Spaces Committee has been 

busy obtaining quotes for maintenance 

work to the play area and skate park. In 

December, contractors were chosen to 

complete the work, which should take 

place in the spring. We will keep you 

informed of any restrictions to access 

when we have confirmed the dates the 

work will take place. 

Making things happen – events and 

opportunities 

We are in the early stages of planning 

some summer events. Events last summer 

went really well and we learned a lot 

about the importance of good 

organisation, early advertising and of 

having a great team of people to support 

each other. 

We are planning to run three events this 

summer: 

Wednesday 25 July 1pm to 5pm - Free 

Family Event run by Steve Burrows with 

the support of Henstridge Youth Club. 

This is a free event, fully funded by the 

Parish Council. There will be lots of 

outdoor and indoor activities and 

refreshments. Bring a picnic, bring your 

mum, bring your uncle, bring your big 

brother or little sister, bring your friends 

and their dads and aunties and cousins!  - 

Lots of fun for the WHOLE family. 

Saturday 11 August (times to be 

confirmed) – Picnic in the Park run by the 

Parish Council with lots of support from 

the community. Programme of activities 

and entertainment to follow. 

Date TBC – Skate Jam run by the young 

people of Henstridge with support from 

the Somerset Rural Youth Project, South 

Somerset District Council and the Parish 

Parish Council continued 
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Council. This is going to be a great fun day 

with lots of activities for the skaters and 

non-skaters. 

To make these events a success, we really 

need people to come forward and get 

involved. There must be so many talented 

and creative people out there and we’d 

love to meet you. Maybe you could help 

organise our events. This might involve 

contacting local caterers or arranging to 

hire marquees. Perhaps you have some 

great ideas for activities or games we could 

run. Maybe you have a good strong pair of 

arms and could help to set up and clear 

away on the day. Could you spare an hour 

to supervise a bouncy castle or be on a rota 

to help with refreshments? Does your local 

group or club want to run a stall to raise 

funds? If you have lots of time to spare or 

just an hour or two here and there, we’d 

really like to hear from you. We all had 

great fun last year, so please come and join 

us. Contact  

Zöe (Parish Clerk) on 01747 826401 

or clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk. 

Litter pick dates – Henstridge and 

Yenston 

We will be running our regular litter pick 

days again this year. The dates for your 

diary are: 

Saturday 24 March 

Saturday 23 June 

Saturday 6 October 

Each event will run from 10am to 12pm. 

As always, we will provide litter pickers, 

gloves, high-vis jackets, bin bags and 

refreshments on your return to the Village 

Hall. 

We are very pleased to announce that the 

litter pick days will also now cover 

Yenston. Look out for more information on 

where to meet and where to get your tea  

and cake afterwards! 

Zöe (Parish Clerk) 01747 826401 

The mystery of the phantom tree planter! 

As you may have heard before, the 

Recreation ground has had about 6 

saplings planted on it by an anonymous 

person. On the face of it this could be seen 

as a fine and modest gift, but in reality it 

does present us with some problems. 

Many of you are aware of the proliferation 

of deadly tree diseases (Ash die back, 

sudden oak death syndrome, Dutch elm 

disease, to name a few). To protect against 

these and other risks to the existing tree 

population, it is normal practice to ensure 

that any new trees purchased have the 

following attributes: 

Indigenous species: locally grown: certified 

healthy: and planted with regard to their 

eventual growth pattern. 

Sadly we know nothing about these 

saplings, and their current positioning 

gives rise to some concern. 

I would therefore request that the well-

meaning donor contact me on a  

confidential basis to ascertain the details 

we need to know. We have some excellent 

tree specimens in the park, and I do not 

want to put them at risk, so if we are left 

ignorant we may have to remove the 

saplings to protect these. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Simon Cullum 

Tree Officer, Chair,  

Open Spaces Committee. 

Parish Council continued 
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Budget and Precept Request for 2018-2019 

 The Parish Council has set its budget for 

2018-2019. With so many more activities 

and projects underway, an increase has 

been necessary, although a much smaller 

one than last year. Taking into account all 

of our projected costs and income, £43,350 

needs to be funded from the precept, 

which represents a standard Band D 

charge of £65.10 per year, an increase of 

8.31% or £5.00 per year over 2017/18.  

The total increase in precept request over 

2017/18 is £3,489. This can be accounted for 

as follows: 

£400 to cover Clerk’s incremental salary 

increase 

£200 to cover increase to broadband and 

phone line costs for the Clerk and Vil-

lage Hall 

£650 for new accounting software 

£1500 for a new Community Projects budg-

et. For example, road safety measures, 

Community Speedwatch etc. 

£220 to cover increases to the National 

Living Wage for grounds staff 

£660 to cover a reduction in the SSDC 

grant (from £1,000 in 17/18 to £340 in 

18/19) 

Considering all of the new projects and 

initiatives being supported by the Parish 

Council, we feel that an increase of just £5 

per year per Band D property is extremely 

good value. Please note that this represents 

42p per month or 10p per week.  

If any parishioner requires more infor-

mation on how the budget was calculated, 

please get in touch with the Clerk.  

Zöe (Parish Clerk) 01747 826401 

Have your say – Library and Ward 

Boundary Consultations 

Libraries 

Somerset County Council is proposing 

changes to local library services. The clos-

est Somerset library is in Milborne Port. 

The proposals are to provide library ser-

vices through either 

• a partnership with the local community 

to maintain a library building in Milborne 

Port, or  

• an additional mobile library stop.  

This would mean the closure of the current 

library building, with library services be-

ing provided in other ways. 

You can submit your thoughts on these 

proposals here: http://

somersetlibraries.co.uk/consultation/Area-

6-Yeovil-and-surrounding-area/ 

Ward Boundaries 

The Local Government Boundary Commis-

sion has been charged with changing Dis-

trict Council ward boundaries so that the 

number of electors in each is more equal. 

The aim of the changes is to make sure that 

each District Councillor represents approx-

imately 2,500 electors. Currently we are: 

Ward Name:   Blackmoor Vale 

No. Councillors:  2 

Current Electorate: 4,535 

Forecast Electorate:  4,712 

Parish & Town Councils 

  Abbas & Templecombe 

  Charlton Horethorne 

  Compton Pauncefoot  

  Corton Denham  

  Henstridge 

  Horsington 

  Holton 

  Maperton 

  North Cheriton 
 

Parish Council continued 
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 The Boundary Commission is proposing to 

put Henstridge in a different ward. The 

table below shows how this new ward 

would be arranged: 

Ward Name:   Milborne Port 

No. Councillors:  2 

Current Electorate: 4440 

Forecast Electorate:  4451 

Parish & Town Councils: 

  Charlton Horethorne 

  Milborne Port 

  Henstridge 

The following summary has been sub-

mitted by South Somerset District Council: 

“The independent Local Government Bounda-

ry Commission for England is asking people 

across South Somerset to comment on its draft 

proposals for new council ward boundaries. 

A ten-week public consultation on the recom-

mendations begins today and will end on 19 

March 2018. The consultation is open to any-

one who wants to have their say on new coun-

cil wards, ward boundaries and ward names 

across South Somerset. 

The Commission’s draft recommendations 

propose that the South Somerset should contin-

ue to have 60 councillors. The recommenda-

tions also outline how those councillors should 

represent seven three-councillor wards, twelve 

two-councillor wards and fifteen one-councillor 

wards across the district. 

The full recommendations and detailed interac-

tive maps are available on the Commission’s 

website at this link: https://www.lgbce.org.uk/

current-reviews/south-west/somerset/south-

somerset.  

Hard copies of the Commission’s report and 

maps will also be available to view at council 

buildings.”  

Professor Colin Mellors, Chair of the Com-

mission, said: “We are publishing proposals 

for a new pattern of wards across South Somer-

set and we are keen to hear what local people 

think of the recommendations.  

Over the next ten weeks, we are asking local 

people to tell us if they agree with the proposals 

or if not, how they can be improved.   

Our review aims to deliver electoral equality 

for local voters. This means that each council-

lor represents a similar number of people so 

that everyone’s vote in council elections is 

worth roughly the same regardless of where 

you live. 

We also want to ensure that our proposals 

reflect the interests and identities of local com-

munities across South Somerset and that the 

pattern of wards can help the council deliver 

effective local government to local people. 

We will consider all the submissions we receive 

whoever they are from and whether your evi-

dence applies to the whole district or just part 

of it. 

The Commission wants to hear as much evi-

dence as possible to develop final recommenda-

tions for South Somerset. If you would like to 

make a submission to the Commission, please 

write or email us by 19 March 2018.” 

The Review Officer (South Somerset) 

Local Government Boundary Commission 

for England 

14th floor, Millbank Tower, London 

SW1P 4QP 

Email: reviews@lgbce.org.uk  Follow us on 

Twitter @LGBCE . Have your say directly 

through the Commission’s consultation 

portal: https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/

node/10065  

Link to the dedicated web page for the 

South Somerset electoral review: 

www.lgbce.org.uk/current-reviews/south-

west/somerset/south-somerset  
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Keep in Touch! 

 

Refer to the Henstridge Online web-

site for more details and up to date 

information—

www.henstridgeonline.co.uk 

or look for Henstridge Village Hall 

on Facebook 

 

 

Regular Weekly Activities in the Village 

Hall 

Monday morning - Art group (10am) 

Monday afternoon – Bridge / Card Games 

(alternate weeks) (2:00 pm) 

Monday evening - Jazzercise (6.30pm) 

Tuesday morning - Jazzercise (9.30am) 

Wednesday morning - Jazzercise (9.30am) 

Wednesday afternoon - Baby and Toddler 

Group (1pm) 

Wednesday evening - Youth Club 

(6.30pm) 

Thursday morning - Debbie's Ladies 

Group (10am) 

Thursday evening - Line Dancing (7.45pm) 

Friday Morning - Loose ends (10.30am) 

Monthly group meetings 

Cameo – 1st Tuesday each month – Village 

Hall 7:45 pm 

Book Club – 3rd Wednesday each month – 

The Bird 7:45 pm 

Women’s Institute – 3rd Tuesday each 

month – Village Hall 7:00 pm 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Tuesday 6th March – U3A – The Life of a 

TV Cameraman on Location 2:30 pm Vil-

lage Hall 

Sunday 11th March – Henstridge Village 

Cinema – Victoria & Abdul 7:00 pm Vil-

lage Hall 

Wednesday 14th March—”Hospital 

Blues”,  2:00 pm Digby Memorial Church 

Hall, Sherborne 

Sunday 29th April—Jumble Sale  9:00 

am—12:00 Village Hall 

Tuesday 1st May – U3A – A talk on the 

Dorset Air Ambulance 2:30 pm Village 

Hall 

 

 

 

 

Bird in Hand 

 
Your friendly local pub 

Skittle Alley available for functions 

Real Ale, local cider and guest beers available 
Lunch time bar snacks 

Sky Sports 

Telephone: 01963 362255 
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Did you know… 
 South Somerset District Council  

fund a loan scheme for homeowners, 

for essential home repairs  

and improvements?* 

For more information, visit 

www.wrcic.org.uk,  

call 01823 461099, or  

email enquiries@wrcic.org.uk 

Your local, not for profit lender working in 

partnership with  

South Somerset District Council  

Wessex Resolutions CIC 

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, 

Taunton, TA4 1EU 

  

* Subject to Status 

 

Hospital Blues 

The Friends of the Yeatman Hospi-

tal are hosting "Hospital Blues", an illus-

trated presentation by local historian 

Luke Mouland about nursing in Sherborne 

and surrounding villages during the First  

World War. Come and hear about the 

wonderful work which earned the Royal 

Red Cross medal for the then Matron of 

the Yeatman, Ada Kearvell, and try to rec-

ognise some of the many village and town 

properties which were used. You will also 

hear what Hospital Blues were, and why 

they were necessary. It is hard not to be 

impressed by the important contribution 

made by the local population.  

The event will take place on Wednesday 

14th March in the Digby Memorial Church 

Hall in Digby Road, 2pm for 2.30 pm start. 

Tickets at £5 are on sale at Winstone's and 

the Abbey Bookshop. The talk will be fol-

lowed by tea and cake, when additional £ 

contributions will be welcome to help raise 

funds for the work of the Friends. 

www.friendsoftheyeatman.org.uk   

 

Wanted  

Jumble  

The Henstridge Village Hall car boot and 

table top sale are also having a jumble 

sale on Sunday April 29th, from 9am till 

12 noon.  

If you have any jumble, contact: 

Ros Browning—01963 363016 

Malcolm Stobart— 01963 363380.  

  

Books  

Pearl Hannam and Ros Browning are col-

lecting books for the Stourhead National 

Trust bookshop.  

Any books welcomed, but especial-

ly children’s. All money goes towards the 

up keep of Stourhead.  

Phone Ros (01963) 363016 or Pearl 362041.  

Upcoming Events continued 

Westree Company 

Tree surgery, pruning, reductions, felling, stump 
removal, emergency tree works, logs for sale. 
Hedge trimming, reductions, planting, sheds, 

summerhouses, garden rooms,  
equestrian buildings, garages 

Telephone: 01963 362615 
Email: enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk 

Web: www.westreecompany.co.uk 

C&G Plumbing 

 
All types of plumbing work undertaken from tap 

repairs to full installations. 

No job too small 

Experienced, reliable and professional service at 
Reasonable prices 

 

Telephone: 01963 371209 or 07766 186704 



 

 Page 18 

 Village Hall 

Our Village Hall still manages to 

provide us with surprises.  Provoked 

by the cold snap before Christmas 

and the failure of the Hall heating 

system to provide stable tempera-

tures, an investigation uncovered the 

virtually complete lack of insulation 

in the roof space.  This is being put 

right but it will take time so, for the re-

mainder of this winter season, our users 

will need to use the two wall-mounted 

electric fan heaters to take the chill out of 

the building. Please bear with us and 

please remember to turn the fan heaters off 

when finished with! 

Further to the intention reported in the last 

issue, the management committee consult-

ed with experts from the South Somerset 

District Council and South Somerset Disa-

bility Forum, concerning the best route 

forward concerning the upgrades to the 

toilet facilities for our wheelchair users. 

Subsequently, a survey was performed by 

the charity Access for All and a report with 

a set of recommendations was provided.  I 

am pleased to report that, by the time this 

is published, all the recommendations will 

have been implemented and the upgrade 

work on the toilet areas, including new 

door closing mechanism, additional hand 

rails, mirrors, coat hangers and a new coat 

of paint, will finally have been completed. 

Visitors to the Village Hall may have no-

ticed that the curtains in the main hall 

have been looking a bit “tired” of late. The 

runners have also deteriorated to the point 

where curtain hooks were breaking and 

“derailing”. I am pleased to report that 

both curtain railing and curtains are cur-

rently being renewed, thanks to the gener-

osity of Val and Robin Howlett. Val has 

sourced the new curtain material and is 

making the new curtains free of charge, 

and Robin has very kindly offered to in-

stall the new curtain rails and curtains 

when they are ready. As well as looking 

beautiful, the new curtains will have light-

stopper linings which will help reduce 

heat loss through the windows and may 

well also allow us to show films on sum-

mer evenings! 

Fundraising Events  

In addition to the regular Car Boot Sales 

(monthly) and Film Shows (five per year), 

committee is planning to organise a Call 

my Bluff event in April and a Race Night, 

probably in June. Both these events have 

proved very popular in the past and 

should not be missed, so please keep an 

eye on the notice boards and social media 

for further information. As a reminder, 

Car Boot Sales take place on the 4th Sun-

day of the month (except around Christ-

mas) and at the time of writing the next 

Film Show will be “Victoria and Abdul” 

on 11 March. 

For more information about upcoming 

events, and to enquire about tickets, please 

contact Ros Browning (01963 363016). For 

the Car Boot Sales, contact may be made 

alternatively with Malcolm Stobart (01963 

363380). 

Blackmore Vale Forge 

General blacksmith, welding & steel fabrication 
Telephone: 01963 364116 
Email: blackmorevaleforge@yahoo.co.uk 
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Utilisation 

The Hall continues to retain its popularity 

with local groups. Jazzercise still has three 

sessions per week whilst Loose Ends, Art 

Group, Yoga, Happy Feet, Youth Club, Line 

Dancing, Bridge Club and Early Music put 

in generally weekly appearances.  The 

Women’s Institute and Cameo come regular-

ly once a month and there have been occa-

sional bookings from others such as the IT 

Group, Craft Group and private functions 

such as birthday parties.  The Stalbridge 

footballers are also becoming quite regular 

users of our Changing Rooms and Lounge 

facilities. 

Anyone wishing to make a booking should 

contact our Bookings Administrator: 

Malcolm Stobart—01963 363380 

bookingshenstridgevillagehall@gmail.com  

Maintenance/Upgrade 

As mentioned above, we have recently 

discovered that the insulation in the roof of 

the main hall and kitchen/lobby/toilet are-

as is extremely thin and, in many areas, 

non-existent. At the time of writing, your 

committee is in the middle of deliberations 

to define the best way forwards. The roof 

space is not easy to access and approaches 

being considered range from conventional 

rolled or blown insulation in the roof 

space, to a partial suspended ceiling, with 

insulation contained in the plenum created 

between the old and new ceilings. The 

committee would like to acknowledge the 

financial assistance offered by our friends 

towards this unexpected expense and to 

thank, in particular, the Blackmore Vale 

Lions Club, AJN Steel Ltd and Dike & Son 

of Stalbridge for their generosity.  

Regular users of the Village Hall will recall 

that we replaced many of the tables a few 

months ago. These new tables have 

suffered some problems, mainly breakage 

of the adjustable feet and loosening of the 

legs. Committee has attempted to ease the 

problem by appropriate use of loctite and 

replacing the feet with rubber covers. Us-

ers can, however, help greatly by remem-

bering to lift the tables when they move 

them instead of dragging them across the 

floor!  

There is currently no further progress to 

report concerning the cooperative project 

with Henstridge Parish Council to im-

prove the roof drainage system and resur-

face / regrade the carpark.  

Advance Notice of AGM  

This will be the last contribution to Wot’s 

On that this committee will make, before 

the Annual General Meeting (AGM) in 

April. Committee members and Hen-

stridge Village Hall Trustees are required 

to resign at the AGM – some may put 

themselves forward for re-election. How-

ever, the composition of the committee is 

determined by popular vote by our village 

colleagues. Your committee has worked 

hard this past year and I am sure that, if re

-elected, they will continue to do so. How-

ever, there is always room for new blood 

and I would urge any of you who might 

wish to contribute to our efforts to contact 

me (Chris Savage) as soon as possible. Re-

member: the AGM is your opportunity to 

influence the way your Village Hall is run, 

News and events continued 
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either by volunteering to become a Trustee 

yourself or by proposing and voting for 

other volunteers. Please, come to our AGM 

and support your Village Hall.  

In the meantime, please make a note of the 

AGM date, Tuesday, 24 April 2018.   

Chris Savage - Chairman  

News from a Quiet Corner  

I hope you are enjoying the snowdrops in 

our ditch along Oak Vale Lane and a few 

brave primroses, with a few jaunty male 

blackbirds strutting their stuff, hoping to 

attract a mate; enough to make one excited 

at the thought of warmer days and to get 

out in the garden. I even splashed out on a 

few dahlia roots, beguiled by the beautiful 

photographs on the packages, and new 

potatoes and tomato sets.  Broad beans 

planted in November are already a foot 

high!  

Daisymay and Domino, the Shetland Po-

nies, have shrugged off the cold weather 

and continue to hunker down and sleep in 

a sheltered spot outside rather than in the 

stable.  Even the chickens have started to 

lay again, lovely blue/green eggs from the 

two leghorns, white from the Black Rocks 

but the Blue Bells have yet to get going.  

Bright red combs on the chickens show 

they are laying, or thinking about it.  

The orchard trees are still in their winter 

dormancy, a good time to ask David God-

den to do a bit of pruning.  Meanwhile, I 

am kept busy in the apple shed, stove on, 

labelling the bottles of juice from the 2017 

harvest.  Most of it is going to our lovely 

Dikes superstore which supports so many 

local producers. I am immensely proud of 

being one of them.  

A very sick guinea pig has tested my per-

severance; she could not even drink and 

was de-hydrated.  Antibiotics in water 

were given through a 1 ml syringe, but she 

needed 4 ml, four times a day!  I almost 

gave up on the 5th day with no signs of 

improvement, when oh joy a proffered 

carrot top signalled slow daily progress 

from then on.  She has been eating enough 

to start following me around in the house; 

it has been such fun, but reluctantly it’s 

time to re-habilitate her with the other two 

guinea pigs in their house outside in the 

alcove, well hayed up and covered with 

blankets whilst the cold weather lasts.  

I wonder how many of you noticed the 

advertisement in the last issue of Wots On, 

from International House (I.H.) in Buenos 

Aires (B.A.), Argentina?  Who remembers 

my elder son Bruce?  How to put these two 

things together?  TEFL is the acronym for 

Teaching English as a Foreign Language.  

In the capital cities of more than 60 coun-

tries is an International House (I.H.) re-

sponsible for recruiting and training 

young English-Language graduates to 

work in their schools.  I don’t think the pay 

is great, but a wonderful experience, with 

the opportunity to travel widely and even 

learn a new language.  Bruce has lived in 

Quiet Corner Farm: Patricia Thompson 

Award winning apple juice 

 

Telephone: 01963 363045 

News and events continued 
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Argentina for more than twenty years and 

is a director of I.H in B.A.  

He will be here in May, so anyone who 

fancies a spell in Argentina??  

Patricia Thompson 01963 363045 

Planning Renovations This Year?  

If you’re thinking of a new extension, a bit 

of remodelling, or finally knocking down 

that old garage, have you checked for as-

bestos? Any property built or refurbished 

before 2000 could potentially contain 

ACMs (Asbestos Containing Materials).  

Commonly found in corrugated roofing 

sheets, it was also widely used in artex-

type paint coatings, insulation material, 

floor tiles, other construction material, 

fixtures and fittings.  Left undisturbed, 

these materials don’t present a health risk. 

However, when damaged the fibres easily 

become airborne and can be inhaled.  

Exposure to these microscopic fibres can 

lead to severe lung disease and cancer.  In 

the UK, around 5,000 deaths a year are 

linked to asbestos exposure, and it can take 

years for symptoms to develop. Invisible 

to the naked eye and normally blended 

with other substances, professional testing 

is needed to ensure asbestos is dealt with 

safely.   

Somerset Scientific Services, part of Somer-

set County Council, offer free impartial 

asbestos advice as part of our commitment 

to public health and safety. We also offer 

an expert service to identify and project 

manage the removal of any ACMs.  Sam-

ples of suspect material can be sent to our 

lab for analysis and we’ll provide impar-

tial advice on your next steps if asbestos is 

identified.  For larger projects surveys can 

be completed on site by our specialist as-

bestos team if needed.  

Call the team or visit our website for ex-

pert advice – and to find out what other 

services we provide.  

somersetscientificservices.co.uk   

01823 355906   

SSSmailbox@somerset.gov.uk  

An update from Up North, by Bridget 

and Peter Hallett.  

Further north, we are, but not too far 

away, being just 1 hour 20 minutes away.  

All is well here. The boxes were quickly 

unpacked and the chaos they created soon 

News and events continued 
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disappeared into holes around our new 

place. Even the garage is tidy now.  

We have attended quite a few churches 

and it is likely that we will settle into one 

close by soon.  But I at least (Bridget) am 

enjoying visiting strange and more strange 

services around!  Yesterday I went to a 

nearby church with a neighbour. I stepped 

back in time for an hour!  

I have joined U3A but so far not attended 

any groups. I have Country danced, 

walked, cycled on my bike, and enjoyed 

my brother’s electric bike. We have caught 

up with lots of old friends and done things 

with my family. Nipped to my brother’s to 

watch Bristol City play Manchester City.  

Pete Says “The days whizz by. And as 

another day disappears I wonder what I 

have done” There are loads of things to do 

and to discover which is great.  

We have booked our trip to Malaysia. That 

is on 22nd February.  

That’s my update. My car can be seen now 

and again as I find some excuse to visit 

Henstridge.  

Bridget and Pete 

Still modelling!  
  

Way, way back when Bill Hayley and the 

Comets were flying through the heavens, 

and Gloria Grahame was a real celebrity, 

for those with little interest in football 

there were FROG models. Mostly aircraft, 

they were easy to build and gave a reason-

able representation of the subject, using 

the very simple molding techniques avail-

able. Fairly quickly afterwards there ap-

peared AIRFIX, and they quickly filled the 

shelves of most toyshops and many a local 

newsagent.  Still mostly aircraft, they 

harked back to the grim days of 1940 when 

the Brylcreem Boys held back the tide of 

evil at our shores,  and fought and many 

died to keep the bombers away from Brit-

ish cities.  I’m too young to remember 

those days, but FROG were still around 

when I built my first construction kit, aged 

8. It was AIRFIX HMS Hood, and it was an 

impressive sight, even though I knew 

nothing about paint, and all I used to build 

it was a tube of glue. Polystyrene cement; I 

still remember the smells of a new model 

kit and the glue to build it. I’ve built that 

kit four more times since then, in various 

levels of increasing detail, and depicting 

the ship at various times in her life. That 

first model of HMS Hood must have had a 

huge impact on me, as it is the men that 

gave the ultimate sacrifice when she was 

sunk that I think of when I stand in silence 

every November. There is also a huge oil 

painting of the ship going into that final 

battle hung in pride of place on my living 

room wall. My model building really took-

off from there and I spent a lot of pocket 

money on model kits right through to my 

mid-teens.   

Back in the sixties and seventies they were 

pocket money kits, and with less than 50 

pieces could be made and painted in a 

day. Many boys of that era built the old 

Hood, Bismarck, a Spitfire, Hurricane and 

Churchill tank.    

As was usual for boys of my age back 

then, girls and cars, then marriage and 

family held my full attention through the 

next couple of decades, although I still 

built some model ships and cars in the 

winter evenings. Then a leaving gift from a 

school I’d taught in for 9 years really fo-

cussed my attention.  It was a huge kit of a 

LOTUS racing car, with hundreds of piec-
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es and I wanted to build this kit to a really 

high standard.  It still sits on the top shelf 

of the display case in my hallway, remind-

ing me what a good bloke my boss was, 

and how well he knew me. It restarted my 

modelling, and now I’m retired it’s my 

only hobby these days. The hobby has 

really changed, and manufacturers make 

kits mostly for the adult modeller. Many 

kits have over six hundred pieces, even 

though they are no bigger than the old 

Hood, when complete. And the four –way 

sliding molds and photo-etch pieces pro-

duce an astounding level of detail in every 

kit. It takes me about 18 months to com-

plete a build these days, but they don’t 

look like they did when I was a kid! Airfix 

are still around, but most of my kits come 

from Japan, and China and they are well 

beyond my pocket money now.  It’s not 

really a sociable hobby, as you build alone 

for the most part, and modellers often shy 

away from telling others that is how they 

like to spend their leisure time. But we’re 

not Billy-no-mates. I attend two shows 

every year, at Salisbury and Poole, and 

have plenty of contact with other model-

lers through social media. I used to attend 

more, but I’m not so mobile now. So it’s 

time to get together, I think, with other 

local modellers in Henstridge and the sur-

rounding area. I cannot believe that I am 

the only one who still builds miniature 

replicas in plastic, and somebody who 

isn’t me buys the modelling magazines 

when they appear on the newsagents 

shelves (mine come in the mail). And there 

are still boys and girls who are not inter-

ested in football and computer games and 

instead build models (I meet them at the 

shows). So if you contact WOT’S ON, 

they’ll give you my mobile phone number. 

Send me a text and make contact, and 

we’ll form Henstridge Model Club, even if 

there’s only two of us.  

Name and number supplied 

Radio Ninesprings  

Radio Ninesprings (Ninesprings FM) is a 

new community radio station for Yeovil 

and South Somerset. It is a charitable com-

pany (not for profit) which aims 

to: "Advance the educational and training 

of the inhabitants of Yeovil and district of 

South Somerset in radio production, 

broadcasting and media skills techniques".  

In October 2017 Radio Ninesprings was 

awarded a 5-year FM Community Radio 

Licence by Ofcom and plans to begin 

broadcasting May/June this year.  

To ensure they provide a worthwhile ser-

vice of community radio, Ninesprings 

plan to form partnerships with parish and 

community magazines across South Som-

erset for local information/news. The hope 

is that these editors will become regular 

contributors to the programmes and, if 

they wish, make programmes of local in-

terest of their own for broadcast.  

Steve Haigh 

Station Director, Radio Ninesprings  

m: 07836 246678 

email: info@radioninesprings.co.uk  

web: www.radioninesprings.co.uk  
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 Henstridge – A village of Music 

and Song  

One of the amazing strengths of our 

village is the musical talent that 

exists, both instrumental and choral. 

You may have been lucky enough to 

hear some of the talented musicians 

who live here, either at the church, 

one of the pubs, in the village hall or 

at other local events. If not, next time 

you see something advertised, go; even if 

it is not your style of music. The breadth 

of talent and professionalism is something 

not to be missed!  

Below is a brief description of some of the 

key players in the village. I know there 

are many more, some ex-military and 

with band experience. Forgive me for not 

including you all.   

Liz Holbrook  

Liz originally trained at Dartington School 

of Music and Drama. She has lived here 

since the 1960's and has been involved in 

a variety of music making in the village, 

from Pantomime to mummer’s folk plays, 

Sunday church services and concerts. For 

the past forty years she has worked as a 

peripatetic music teacher.  

Perhaps an unsung hero, Liz remains a 

central character within the music scene at 

Henstridge, organising, teaching, and 

supporting any event which requires a 

musical background. All are enhanced by 

her energy and enthusiasm. Music is 

created in so many ways, not just at the 

church, but in homes at the village hall or 

at the pub. There are the professional and 

semi-professional musicians, some of 

whom are mentioned below, but choral 

singers, who just get together as a group of 

friends to sing together, often at an 

amazingly high standard!  

Peter Clarke  

Peter Clarke was fifteen when appointed 

organist at the Parish Church by the Rev. 

Jack Swingler. Subsequent studies at 

Manchester University, Royal Manchester 

college of Music and an organ bursary at 

the Cathedral formed the basis of his 

training.   
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Peter plays the organ regularly at 

Sherborne abbey where he is held in high 

esteem by fellow organists. Last summer 

he gave a recital at the abbey. I was 

privileged to hear him play earlier this 

month at the abbey. There are three organs 

at the abbey, which may all be played at 

the same time; impossible you may think, 

until you realise that he is playing one of 

them with his feet! Peter is anxious to 

maintain music at the Parish Church and 

will offer free tuition to a suitable 

applicant; grade V piano and theory are 

essential requirements.  

Frances Eustace  

About 15 years ago Frances, a professional 

bassoonist, arrived in the village from 

Tonbridge Wells. A professional musician, 

Frances has played with many of the most 

renowned orchestras in the UK including 

the Age of Enlightenment, the Halle 

Orchestra, London Sinfonietta, and 

Scottish Ballet. The lifestyle meant that she 

toured and performed to worldwide 

audiences. Frances is also a viol player 

(renaissance instrument) but plays many 

other instruments including Irish 

bagpipes. She currently plays 

competitively second trombone as part of 

Wincanton Silver Band, so a huge variety 

and talent.  

Always generous with her time and talent 

Frances can be heard and seen performing 

and teaching every week in the village hall 

on a Wednesday morning between 10:30 

and 12:30, where she takes a group of 

enthusiastic amateurs who play music of 

the Renaissance period. About a dozen 

players turn up each week from a wide 

area; as far away as Bath. Henstridge has 

become a centre for learning and playing 

baroque music! It is probably the only 

village in the country able to offer the 

opportunity to play music of the period in 

a small group. New members are 

welcome, just call in on a Wednesday 

morning to express your interest or phone 

Frances on 01963 370109  

Chris Hutchings  

Chris now lives in Yeovil, but regularly 

comes back to the village to perform. He 

lived in Henstridge until his teens, 

attending the village primary and King 

Arthur's school in Wincanton. (he 

eventually taught music at the same 

school!) As a folk musician he has huge 

talent, but he is also able to play a huge 

variety of other instruments, including the 

accordion, the cornet and the saxophone. 

However it is as a violinist that he really 

excels as Chris is a natural performer.   

Special feature continued 
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Although known here for his 

performances at the pub, he is far more 

famous as a professional musician and 

composer, a past member of the Yetties 

folk band and playing with Kosheen, a 

British electronic music group, Chris 

seemingly turns his hand to any music 

style. He has played Boogie Woogie with 

Ben Walters, plays both alto and baritone 

saxophone, he writes for some of the 

world’s orchestras including the BBC 

Philharmonic and London Philharmonic. 

He has even written trumpet pieces for the 

Malaga philharmonic!   

Mark Leonard  

Mark Leonard moved to the village in 

recent years and was surprised to find 

similar minded folk who played early 

music to such a high standard. Like 

Frances, Mark plays the bassoon and viol, 

he is an important part of the Wednesday 

group and is very supportive of any 

musical events taking place in and around 

the village, sometimes organising them at 

his own home with his partner Christine 

who plays harpsichord and keyboard. 

Mark originally played the modern 

bassoon in a small orchestra in 

Hertfordshire. He went on to form a small 

18 century ensemble and developed a love 

for early and renaissance music and 

instruments.  

Siska Redman  

Siska is a music therapist by profession 

and plays a variety of instruments, mainly 

the flute when she plays at the church in 

Henstridge. She sometimes plays folk 

music at the Bird in the Hand with Liz; is 

very creative, composing music using 

digital equipment for jingles, adverts and 

more recently to accompany pictures in art 

exhibitions.  

Paul Dimishky  

  

Special feature continued 

Mark and Christine 
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 Celeste Nourse ABIPP, ARPS,BA

(HONS) Photomedia. 

Celeste has a string of letters after 

her name! Associate member of the 

British Institute of Professional 

Photographers and Associate 

member of the Royal Photographic 

Society, with a BA (Hons) in 

Photomedia.  In short, she is a 

professional photographer! 

Her first photographic memories are 

buying a Kodak Instamatic camera in the 

1980’s which formed the basis of what 

became an all-consuming hobby as a 

teenager and subsequently resulted in her 

studying for a photographic degree. More 

letters………… BA in photography at 

Bournemouth College, and it was there 

that she held her first exhibition at the 

Rutherford Institute for Human Rights and 

then with the Samaritans. 

Celeste used her photographic skills to 

illustrate some of the poverty that exists in 

northern India, particularly that of the 

Tibetan Community who had fled Tibet 

following persecution. The interest 

developed into a documentary and a 

portfolio of social portraiture. She also 

provided portraiture studies/commissions 

for Free Tibet, London. 

Much of her initial training was using film, 

including 35mm, medium format and 

large format cameras. Celeste still feels 

that there is a quality of warmth and 

reproduction in film that can’t quite be 

matched in digital photography. Towards 

the end of her degree course digital 

photography was beginning to replace film 

as the main methodology for photographic 

imagery and she began to study digital 

post production using standard industry 

software and to experiment with the 

creativity that the new process allowed. 
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Celeste now takes portraits on 

commission, both using her own portable 

mobile studio or on location, should the 

subject wish to be photographed in their 

own environment. She undertakes 

corporate and family commissions of 

adults, children, or animals after 

discussion with the client to discover how 

the subject wishes to be seen and 

portrayed. 

Extraordinary care is taken to get faithful 

reproduction in the image. Computer 

screens are calibrated so that the screen 

becomes the reference for the exact colour 

tone of the image. The photographs 

themselves then include an imbedded 

profile, issued by the processing lab, to 

ensure that those 

calibrated colours 

are accurately 

reproduced in the 

final colour print. 

Wedding and 

event 

photography is 

another 

important area in 

which she 

operates. Celeste 

takes formal 

photographs, but 

prefers to use her artistic talents in taking 

informal shots during the wedding or 

event. Her professional camera equipment 

allows her to get close to the subject and 

produce that artistic image and creating a 

lasting memory of the event. 

Commercial commissions usually promote 

company services or products and part of 

the setup is to “dress the scene” so that 

colours flow and blend into the 

background, making a pleasing image for 

the viewer. An example may be as simple 

Stalbridge & Marnhull Veterinary Surgery 

Friendly caring service for cats dogs and other 
pet animals 

Free first consultation for all new clients 

15% discount for the over 60s 
Plenty of free parking 

 
Building 12 Gibbs Marsh Farm Stalbridge 

Tel: 01963 548240        www.smvets.co.uk 

Derek Etherington Dip(I.T.) BSc (Hons) 

Broadband, wireless / wired networks. PC, Mac, 
iPad, Smartphone, Tablet etc. Computer repairs 
and upgrades. Tuition available. Free local callout. 

Websites designed & maintained. CISCO trained 
Reasonable rates. Monday – Friday 9am-6pm 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07855 287150 
Email: info@dcenet.co.uk 

Web: www.dcenet.co.uk 

Local business continued 
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Celeste Nourse Photography 

BA (Hons) Photomedia, ABIPP, ARPS, ASWPP 
Creative, professional photography service 

Weddings, Portraits (studio / location) 

Special Events, Parties 
 

Telephone: 01963 362403 or 07989 637168 
Email: info@celestenourse.co.uk 

Web: www.celestenourse.co.uk 

as placing a coloured napkin when 

photographing a bespoke kitchen. 

Most work done is in colour, but 

occasionally there is demand for black and 

white photography. Celeste has a separate 

software program aimed specifically at this 

requirement and is able to reproduce a 

range of effects that would simulate the 

best of original monochrome photography. 

Using layers and filters she can re-create 

historical scenes and transfer some of her 

own emotion to the image, bringing the 

photographic print life.  

Atmosphere is important to Celeste. For 

her own private work, she will photograph 

landscapes, often with fog or frost, while 

on her travels. Always looking for that 

special shot. 

You may contact Celeste on  

01963 362403 or 07989 637168, or  

info@celestenourse.co.uk  

Her work is available to view at 

www.celestenourse.co.uk 

Local business continued 
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 WI 

We are looking forward to the next 

few months as on the 20th March we 

have a speaker coming to talk to us 

about a very topical subject ‘Litter 

Free Coast and Sea – dangers of 

Micro Plastic’.  April is our AGM 

where there will be some changes to 

the Committee.  In May members 

only will visit Castle Gardens where 

we will enjoy a talk and then buy 

products at a reduced rate; this is due to 

us being members of their Gold Club.  

June will see us learning from Wessex Ar-

chaeology about ‘Bronze Casting the Old 

Way’. 

Looking back, the Members who entered 

the Quiz at Horsington came second but 

unfortunately the entry in the competition 

depicting ‘Flying’ at the Annual meeting 

wasn’t placed.  Shoeboxes donated for the 

YMCA this year totalled 535, an amazing 

result!  Our World Kindness Day on 13th 

November wasn’t as well attended as we 

had hoped but those that did venture in 

seemed to enjoy the free tea and cakes.  

We were inundated with items of all 

shapes and sizes for the Bric-a-brac sale 

held at the Bird in Hand on 18th Novem-

ber; we raised a good amount and donated 

£100 to Macmillan Nurses out of the total 

takings.  We served refreshments to the 

Speedwatch Group when they held their 

meeting on 21st November.  December 

saw some members decorating the church 

and tree and once again Heather Young 

made arrangements to hang on the pillars 

which had decorative attachments put on 

by some of the members.   We had an en-

joyable Carol Concert at Horsington 

Church and a lovely Christmas meal at 

Henstridge Golf and Leisure Club. 

On 27th January we held a Burns Supper, 

our members together with some from 

other WI’s enjoyed  a fantastic evening 

with haggis, neaps and tatties, poems, a 

short play and  Scottish dancing . All 

thanks to the Sub-committee who 

arranged it. 

We have enjoyed some interesting and 

informative talks recently ‘It Shouldn’t 

happen to a Vet’ which was very amusing 

and in February the Somerset Road Safety 

Group will be giving a talk.  We know this 

is very good as a few of our members 

attended a presentation in Milborne Port 

before Christmas and some who attended 

had driving assessments during the New 

Year. 

There will be Road Shows around our area 

with a variety of interesting speakers and 

as our Somerset Federation is 100 years old 

this year there will be a banner parade 

through Wells on 28th April; our craft 

group are busily trying to get our banner 

finished for the parade.  Somerset Day is 

on 11th May continuing over that 

weekend and we are in the process of 

working out how to celebrate this 

occasion. Ladies come and join us or call  

Helen Howlett on 01963 363722  

email: helenbeale27@hotmail.co.uk 
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Youth Club  

This term has been a busy one at Youth 

Club. We have a good solid group of 

members who turn up every week without 

fail and a number of young people who 

come and go as they choose. It’s good to see 

a variety of faces each week.  

We have been very lucky to have the 

‘Somerset Rural Youth Project’ take an 

interest in our youth club this term after 

meeting us at the village kids activity day 

in the summer. 

This led to them becoming involved with 

us this term. They offered us 10 sessions of 

support - where their Youth Team organise 

and run activities with our young people. 

We have had five sessions with them so far 

and we’ve opted for a break for a while 

before they return later in the Spring to 

continue working with us. 

The Rural Youth team have been great and 

have enabled the young people’s wishes to 

run the sessions they ask for. These have, so 

far, included a pamper night; an up-cycling 

art week (when the kids all made fidget 

spinners); a samba drumming evening and 

a CRAZY ‘Human Hungry Hippos’ night! 

All great fun and a change from the norm.  

The Rural Youth Team are also out and 

about in the village on Wednesday 

evenings before Youth Club opens getting 

to know our young people and 

encouraging them to forge links with the 

village community. We are hopeful that 

some of the young people will now be 

involved in the Parish Council meetings - 

having the chance to both listen and be 

heard.  

We had a great Christmas celebration in the 

Bird in Hand - an evening of good grub and 

skittles - we would like to thank Mark and 

Chris again for hosting us and providing us 

with a great Christmas Do at an amazing 

price. It’s so good to feel supported by the 

people of our village. Thank you.  

So, what will the Spring bring to Youth 

Club - lighter evenings will be good so that 

we can get back outside and enjoy our 

wonderful surroundings; we are booked in 

for another canoeing session with Steve 

Burrows (which was great fun in the 

Clubs & Societies  continued 
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Autumn); we will see the return of the 

Rural Youth  

Team and some fun activities with them; 

and all too soon it’ll be May half term and 

time to invite the next newbies (current 

year 6’s) to join Youth Club.  

Youth Club evenings are always fun and 

rewarding - our local young people are 

mostly wonderful. If you’d like to come 

and meet us and maybe think about 

helping out occasionally - just pop in and 

say hello. We’re always in the village hall 

on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8pm 

and if you’re in school year 7+ and fancy a 

taster session - just call in. 

Victoria de Villiers 

Line Dancing 

Our last event was our Christmas party 

which was held at Henstridge Golf Club. 

The food was good and so was the 

company and we managed to do some 

dancing as well.  

On our first day back, I still had flu, but 

they managed without me, and now we 

are in full swing.  

We are a friendly group and always 

welcome new dancers. We meet at 

Henstridge Village hall on Thursday 

night at 7.45pm. The cost is £3, and this 

money goes towards a few outings and 

local charities. Last year we gave out over 

£2,000.  

Thank you to all my dancers for coming 

and making this possible.  

Ros Browning Tel:  01963 363016  

Cameo 

Our Christmas Fish and Chip supper with 

the Call my Bluff team went very well as 

usual. 

Here we are in 2018. We started with John 

Smales giving us a talk on Wellington's 

Army and have a number of other 

interesting talks throughout the year as 

shown. 

 We meet at Henstridge Village Hall on the 

1st Tuesday of the month at 7.45pm, price 

£2. (Please can you enter by the side door, 

as Yoga takes place in the main hall). 

Ros Browning Tel: 01963 363016. 

Loose Ends 

Happy New Year, Henstridgians!  We 

celebrated our eleventh Christmas in our 

usual way in December, with the soup 

lunch in the Church on the first weekend, 

followed by a delightful visit from the 

school choir singing an eclectic mixture of 

carols.  The run up to Christmas included 

a mince pie day and Christmas biscuits 

(thank you Jane, once again!) This has been 

followed by a busy January, probably 

because the village hall lounge is nice and 

Clubs & Societies continued 
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warm during our cold January. 

Now we are at the end of January, the days 

are beginning to lengthen a bit and the 

snowdrops (but only one daffodil this 

year) are out in my garden. We found one 

rhododendron out at Stourhead in the 

middle of January!  Simon and Gail are 

currently in the southern hemisphere 

trying to source some red roses for 

Valentine’s Day, which will take place on 

February 16th   this year, at Loose Ends in 

Henstridge. 

The Loose Ends coffee morning meets 

every Friday in the Village Hall lounge 

from 10.30am till noon. We currently have 

26 people on our rota but one couple wish 

to retire as they have left the village, so one 

or two more pairs of hands would be most 

welcome, please. We are planning to be 

open as usual over the Easter holiday and 

may even rise to hot cross buns! We hope 

to see you there. Happy new year, once 

again. 

David Rabone 

Tel: 01963 362892 

drabone10@btinternet.com 

News from the Hive  

Roll on Spring! We can’t wait for the sun to 

shine and the cold winds to stop bringing 

rain and sleet. We don’t mind dry, cold 

weather but damp causes us problems. 

Mild weather means we fly out and 

because there aren’t many flowers in the 

winter we have to eat our stores and may 

starve unless Ken checks us regularly and 

provides an extra meal of fondant or 

syrup. During the winter and early spring 

the number of bees in the hive is less than 

in the summer so everyone has to be ready 

to work hard when the Queen starts to lay 

eggs. We are so glad that many of you 

have planted early crocus bulbs and 

primroses in your gardens. They really are 

a lifeline for us as are the dandelion 

flowers.   

Thank you for buying the products of our 

labours - we know there is still honey 

available and if you give Ken and Jane 

some notice there will be fudge and hand 

cream.  

By the way did you see some of us on the 

television the other day? We were filmed 

on an outing to Charlton Horethorne’s 

Feast Day last June and were shown as 

part of Village of the Year on channel 4. 

Fame at last. By the time you read this we 

may be working hard or might be stuck 

inside because it is too cold to go out.  

Ken Jeanes  

Henstridge Art Group 

The group continues to meet in the Village 

Hall each Monday morning at 10 a.m. until 

12 Noon.  You can always visit us and see 

us working.   

We do not have a tutor, just work on our 

own pieces of art using whatever media 

we wish, mainly water colours, acrylic 

paints, pastels or pencils.    

Last autumn we held a very successful 

exhibition of some of our work.  We hope 

to hold a similar exhibition later on this 

year.  This will be advertised in good time 

and we shall be happy to see you there. 

Vale Auto Services 

Low Cost Motoring Centre 
Premium service at sensible prices 

MOT £35 while you wait: Monday-Saturday 

Servicing, Repairs, Diagnostics, Tyres, 
Laser Wheel Alignment 

Free Collection / Delivery / Courtesy Car 
Telephone: 01963 362843 

Clubs & Societies continued 
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Henstridge Book Club 

Another year begins for the Henstridge 

book club and we continue to read!  We 

have about 20 members, although some of 

these are “shadow members”, who survey 

the books, and join the meetings 

occasionally.  We focus on tales of 

espionage and crime fiction.  We continue 

to try to read new authors – in this search, 

we often check out various crime fiction 

awards lists and web sites for inspiration.  

We meet monthly informally at the Bird in 

Hand to discuss our latest choice (and put 

the world to rights!).  Response to our 

monthly book is usually mixed, from 

“hard going”, to “pretty good”, to 

“terrific”…  You are very welcome to join 

us – even if you can’t make every meeting.  

Our regular meeting date is the 3rd 

Wednesday of each month at 7:45pm at 

the Bird in Hand, so just come along one 

evening, or if you would like more 

information, please contact  

Gail Cullum on 01963 362878 

email – gailpcullum@gmail.com 

News from the Lions Den  

Welcome to the latest news bulletin from 

the Blackmore Vale Lions Club.  

Our Christmas float collections were a 

great success despite having fewer 

collectors this year. We were unable to 

have static float collections outside local 

supermarkets due to this lack of helpers 

but we will do our best to rectify this for 

our next Christmas collections. The delight 

shown in the children’s faces really warms 

our hearts on the cold days and evenings 

that we are out and makes it well 

worthwhile.  

We have donated £500 to Henstridge 

Village Hall towards roof insulation.  

More than 400 runners took part in the 

annual Blackmore Vale half Marathon on 

February 4th; yet another successful run 

but no records broken this year.  

This year our Swimarathon will be held on 

Sunday 22nd April. Please note that this is 

a change of date from 11th March due to 

problems with the Clayesmore School pool 

air treatment system. This popular event 

enables schools and other associations to 

raise money for their own needs. We could 

always do with more entries so if 

interested please contact me or you can 

find information on our website.   

The ever popular annual Blackmore Vale 

Golf Fun Day will be held on Sunday 24th 

June and will raise money for Blackmore 

Vale Lions good causes.  

We are introducing two new Lions 

initiatives for senior schools, Young 

Leaders in Service Awards and Young 

Ambassador Award; both enable entrants 

to win awards by demonstrating how they 

have given service in the community for 

the betterment of others.   

If you would like more information about 

us or are interested in joining or helping us 

please give me a call on 363281. Our 

website is bvlions.yolasite.com  

A big thank you! – to all of you that have 

supported and helped us, without you we 

could not run these events. Our motto as 

ever is “we serve”.  

Lion Peter Oswick  

Clubs & Societies continued 
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The grave fate of Nathaniel Bridges  

On the morning of 22 March 1871, Na-

thaniel Bridges woke with a start. He was 

not to know this would be his last day on 

earth.  His birthday was in three days 

when he would reach the grand old age of 

82 – an achievement in its own right dur-

ing the times. He was the vicar of Hen-

stridge –his first and only tenure taken up 

in 1813. 

Nathaniel Bridges was born in Boxted, 

Essex in 1789. His father was John Bridges 

of Maldon and his mother was Margaretta 

Anne nee Cooke, the daughter of Rev. R. 

Cooke of Boxted, Essex. Nathaniel’s par-

ents married on 5 August 1785 at St Clem-

ents Dane, Westminster when his father 

John was aged 29 years. There were two 

sons, Nathaniel and Charles.   John Bridg-

es died in 1833 aged 77 naming Nathaniel 

in his will as one of the beneficiaries.  

Whether the sum inherited by Nathaniel 

Bridges was enough to guarantee a living 

as a ‘gentleman’ of independent means, 

may have come a poor second to a strong-

er vocational calling. To get established in   

the early 1800s men such as Nathaniel 

Bridges tended to make professional choic-

es in careers such as law, medicine, armed 

forces or religious orders; all required a 

formal education and degree. Nathaniel’s 

grandfather, a vicar, may also have influ-

enced his choice of vocation. Nathaniel 

entered Queens College, Cambridge aged 

23 to study for a degree, graduating in 

1812. He was ordained as a deacon at Nor-

wich Cathedral by Dr Bedon (the then 

Bishop of Bath and Wells).  On reaching 

the age of 24 Nathaniel was now eligible to 

become a vicar. He arrived in Henstridge 

on 2 July 1813 to take up his new position. 

The previous vicar, the Reverend Richard 

Thomas Whalley MA, departed on 4 July 

1812 after less than two years in office. 

Nathaniel Bridges was to stay for 57 years. 

Nathaniel married Alicia Jane Enraght 

[also written as Enright] at Clifton in 

March 1815. Their three daughters were all 

born in Henstridge. The eldest Alicia Jane, 

named after her mother, was baptised in 
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Henstridge on 4 April 1816. Alicia Jane 

married Ronald George Meyritt Macdon-

ald - writer to the signet – a private society 

of Scottish Solicitors - on 24 May 1836.  

Ronald was the youngest son of Lieutenant 

Colonel Robert Macdonald of Inchkenneth 

and Gribune, Argyle and late 

of the Royal Horse Artillery.  

Alicia died on 5 January 1875 

and is buried in St Cuthbert’s 

graveyard, Edinburgh.  

The second daughter, Mar-

garetta Anne, named after her 

grandmother, was born in 

1817 and was married on 20 

June 1837 to the Reverend 

Thomas Tyrwhitt, Preben-

dary of Salisbury Cathedral.  

They had seven children, one 

of whom died leaving four 

sons and two daughters. The 

eldest son Thomas Enright 

Percy Tyrwhitt went on to 

become a sub-lieutenant in the Royal Na-

vy. [Burke’s Peerage] In 1861, 46 year old 

Margaretta was recorded as a ‘widow’ and 

returned to live in the Vicarage with her 22 

year old daughter, Alice Tyrwhitt who was 

listed as born in Winterbourne 

Whitchurch, Dorset.  The youngest of the 

Bridges family was daughter Amy who 

was unmarried and still living at home 

aged 42 years [1861 census.] Records also 

show an ‘Edward Bridges,’ born in 1820 

and died on 8 November 1824. There was 

also a ‘Mary Bridges’ born in 1826 who 

died on 6 October 1868. There is a flat 

headstone commemorating a ‘Maria 

Bridges’ who died in 1868 and lies within 

the grave curtilage of Nathaniel Bridges.  

Nathaniel and his family lived in what is 

now known as ‘the Old Vicarage.  Society 

expected a vicar to have help in the house, 

people who often lived in with the family.  

From 1841 onwards the Bridges family 

hired a number of servants : 

1841 Elizabeth Tucker aged 

40, Sarah Leaman aged 15;  

1851 Elizabeth Elston aged 

35 unmarried from Devon, 

Jane Lambert aged 55, birth-

place unknown and George 

Lambert aged 18 from All 

Cannings in Wiltshire;  1861 

Lucy Foley, unmarried aged 

29 from Clifton and John 

Kay, unmarried aged 20 

from Somerset. In 1871 

Amy Bridges, the youngest 

daughter, was named as 

‘head of household’ em-

ploying three servants; Jo-

seph Bartrop aged 39 from Essex, Harriett 

Bartrop aged 40 from Surrey and Sarah 

Stephens aged 44 also from Surrey.   

The Vicarage was assessed as having an 

income, which remained unchanged from 

‘1661 until 1841, of £20 from the farmer of 

the prebend.’ Farms associated with the 

Vicarage are likely to have been Pond 

Farm and Church Farm.  In 1775 the land 

assessed with the Vicarage amounted to 75 

acres as well as tithes collected as payment 

in kind such as corn and hay. This was 

paid to support the church and the vicar. 

In 1879 the Vicarage was described as a 

‘house, of two storeys and attics, with a two-
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roomed main range with central door and a 

rear kitchen wing with single-storeyed exten-

sions. The house was said to be very old and 

dilapidated and major alterations were carried 

out. [British History online.]  

During his lifetime Nathaniel Bridges wit-

nessed the reign of four monarchs on the 

throne. He was born during the reign of 

George 111 (1760 -1819), was vicar of Hen-

stridge through the reign of George IV 

(1820 -1829), raised a family during the 

reign of George IV and William IV (1830 – 

1836) and continued to be Vicar of Hen-

stridge throughout the reign of Queen 

Victoria (1837 – 1901).  On his arrival there 

were 875 people living in the village, the 

number of parishioners rose steadily to 

peak in the decade after his death in 1881 

to 1298 people. A figure not surpassed 

again until 1990s. 

 

Nathaniel Bridges lived through some of 

the greatest changes of the times:  Major 

legislative improvements included 1807 

Slave trade abolished in lands under Brit-

ish control but slavery continued in British 

Possessions until 1833; 1842 Mines Act 

forbidding woman and children from 

working underground; 1871 & 1876 Trade 

Unions Act and 1867 & 1884 Reform Acts. 

The 1830s saw a decade of important re-

forms which were to have a significant 

impact on the locality and how affairs 

were administered; 1832 Reform Act; 1834 

Poor Law Act and 1836 Tithe Act.  

During the 1830s Parliamentary Reform 

was a massive question which had to be 

addressed. The rising middle classes want-

ed a say in running the country alongside 

the hereditary landowners. In 1832 the 

Reform Act extended the franchise – vot-

ing rights - to the middle classes based on 

property qualification and set the scene for 

a decade of improvements.   Nathaniel 

Bridges qualified as a voter in 1832 for 

being a landowner with a tenant, James 

Burge. By 1847 there were 63 people quali-

fied to vote in the parish, none of them 

were women; even though Rhoda Dike, 

Catherine Andrews and Sarah Coombes 

were all named as tenants. Full voting 

rights for all women over 18 would not 

come until 1929. 
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The 1834 Poor Law Act was the biggest 

restructuring of how the poor were dealt 

with since the Elizabethan legislation of 

Vagabond Act 1572 and Poor Act 1575.  

Henstridge, along with Wincanton and 

Bruton, had poor houses where those in 

need could live and be cared for by the 

parish. The two houses, in Ash End and 

Southmead Lane, thought to have 

thatched roofs,  were damp, dilapidated 

and without water or sanitary facilities. 

The 1834 legislation proposed to do away 

with parish facilities and create a new ad-

ministrative area known as a Poor Law 

Union. Henstridge would come under the 

Wincanton Union, where a brand new 

workhouse was being built on West Hill, 

to house all the ‘Union Poor.’ Nathaniel 

Bridges was a member of the newly creat-

ed Board of Guardians for Wincanton Un-

ion designated to oversee the new system; 

the chairman was Sir Alexander Hood, 

Bart, of Compton Castle.  

1836 Tithe Act. Up until 1836 tithes – a 

payment to the church for its upkeep and 

for the vicar - were originally paid in kind, 

often consisting of corn, hay, a pig, cow, 

even milk.   The payment system was 

largely dependent upon how well a per-

son fared throughout the year. There 

were many disagreements especially 

over what constituted a ‘tithe.’ Not ac-

ceptable were wild animals on lands due 

to pay tithes, this discounted all deer, 

rabbits, partridges, pheasants, fish, wild 

boar and fowl.  The legislation changed 

payment in kind into money.  Among 

the land exempted for payment was bar-

ren land and heath, land held by Cister-

cians, Knights Templar or Hospitallers and 

Glebe lands.  The rate payable was decid-

ed by the amount of land owned and ten-

anted.  In 1839 the tithe money payable to 

the vicar amounted to £550.  

During the 1860s the coming of the rail-

way line revolutionised travel by linking 

Henstridge to the outside world, placing 

within easy reach destinations such as 

Salisbury, Bournemouth, Wincanton and 

Blandford. In 1870 the Education Act gave 

powers for local boards to build schools 

for children aged between 5 and 12. Na-

thaniel Bridges did not live long enough to 

see the new National School open in Sep-

tember 1872 or the consecration of the new 

burial ground in the same year, but no 

doubt he would played a key part in the 

planning of both. 

Clearly the Bridges family were well-

connected and it is feasible Nathaniel’s 

uncle George, (his father’s brother) was 

the subject of the renowned painter John 

Constable’s portrait of the Bridges family 

painted in 1804.  The painting is said to be 

‘one of the largest paintings ever produced 

by Constable’ (53 inches x 72 inches) and is  
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held in the Tate collection and not current-

ly on display.    John Constable had good 

links with the area. He was great friends 

with John Fisher, the vicar of Gilling-

ham and nephew of Dr. John Fisher, 

who introduced the pair in 1811. Con-

stable was invited to stay with the vic-

ar in 1820 again in 1823.  ‘On the sec-

ond occasion he painted the famous 

picture of the bridge with the village 

church beyond. Fisher’s son Osmond 

later recalled seeing Constable ‘sitting 

with his easel in the meadow at the right 

hand corner’. [Tate] Constable’s legacy for 

Gillingham leaves two distinguished 

paintings of the Town Bridge and Purns 

[Perne’s] Mill. 

Nathaniel Bridges died on 22 March 1871 

aged 81.  He is buried in the churchyard, 

although you probably would 

not find his grave, even though it is plain 

to see. On entering the churchyard 

through the Lych gate, to the left of the 

path is a stately monument, enclosed with 

iron railings topped with fleur-de-lis. It is 

the sort of grave one cannot fail to notice. 

We pass by each time we walk through, 

yet if you were to look at the gravestone, 

you probably would be none the wiser as 

the headstone inscription is virtually un-

readable.   

    The epitaph for Nathaniel Bridges, recorded by 

myself when the letters were legible reads: 

To the memory of the Rev. Nathaniel Bridges MA 

born 1789 

for 57 years the beloved Vicar of the Parish who fell 

asleep in Jesus March 22nd 1871. 

Thine eyes shall see the King in his beauty 

They shall behold the hand that is ever far off. 

Nathaniel Bridges, well-respected gentleman and 

champion of Henstridge, came as a young man starting 

his life in Holy Orders and ended up becoming the 

longest serving vicar of the parish.  Notice of his death 

was published in national newspapers including the 

Pall Mall Gazette and the Morning Post in London. His 

obituary in the Western Daily Press of 25 March 1817 

paid great tribute, naming him as ‘one of the oldest 

clergymen of the diocese of Bath and Wells.’       

Caroline Rowland © February 2018 
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Post Office House, The Cross,  

Henstridge, Somerset  

Helen and Barry Howlett have lived in 

Post Office House since July 2016.  

The house is Grade ll listed and is on the 

corner of a row of cottages in The High 

Street. It is made of Local stone rubble; it 

has a Welsh slate roof with plain gables; 2 

brick chimney stacks. It looks like a typical 

Somerset single span house with 2 storeys 

but may possibly have been a cottage built 

in the 1640’s with an extension leading to 

the cottage next door. It has 5 bays each 

with 2-light leaded casement windows 

with iron framed opening lights under 

exposed timber lintels. There is a later 

pitched roofed porch to the central bay 3 

with a part glazed inner front door with 

heavy frame. Bays 1 and 2 have slightly 

smaller windows and may have been of a 

different build. The north east corner is 

chamfered at lower level, known as a 

corbel, likely to have been to enable horses 

and carriages to pass by undamaged.    

The house occupies a prominent position 

in the centre of the village in the heart of 

the conservation area which is why it was 

give listed status – so that it will always 

look the same.  

The house is approximately 370 years old 

and was possibly thatched originally. It 

belonged to the village Sub-Post Master in 

the 20th Century. The Post Office (now The 

Old Post Office) was accessed via 

connecting doors on both the ground floor 

and 1st floor.  Prior to that it was owned 

by the coachman who worked at Keyham 

House.  

There is much that is original in the house 

including two circular brick structures in 

the kitchen window with flues beneath. 

The bricks are fragile and you can just see 

the edge of a metal grill below where coals 

would have been placed. Pots would have 

been placed on trivets over the coals. There 

Brian Kinder & Son 

Motor engineers 
Servicing & repairs to all makes 

 

Unit 7A Marsh Lane Industrial Estate,  
Henstridge BA80TG 

Telephone: 01963 363151 or 07714 293852 
Email: gkinder2808@gmail.com 

Web: www.briankinderandson.co.uk 

MB Electrical – Part B Registered 

Mike Barnes domestic electrical work  
& PAT testing 

Telephone: 01963 363133 or 07966 108590 
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is another example of this at 

Barrington Court and is likely 

to have been a place to cook in 

the 17th century.   

The Cross  

Has anyone any information 

about why this part of 

Henstridge is called The 

Cross?  There are several old 

photographs on-line but only one shows 

that there may have been a cross outside 

on the A357 between Post Office House 

and The Old Post Office.  The cross in this 

very old photograph is very faint, almost 

ghost-like.  

 

 

C&G Plumbing 

 

All types of plumbing work undertaken from tap 
repairs to full installations. 

No job too small 
Experienced, reliable and professional service at 

Reasonable prices 
 

Telephone: 01963 371209 or 07766 186704 

Henstridge Tyres & Battery Ltd. 

Unit 11C Marsh Lane Ind. Estate, Henstridge 
 

Most brands supplied & fitted 

Wheel balancing 
Competitive prices 

Local & reliable 
 

Telephone: 01963 363859 
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 Spring always seems the time for 

everything orange-based. Here are 

two quick orange based recipes. 

SPICED ORANGES – serves 4  

Make a spiced syrup by putting 

500ml water and 250g of caster sug-

ar, 2 stars of anise and half a cinna-

mon stick in a pan and heat gently 

until the sugar has melted, then raise 

the heat and simmer fast until the 

syrup has thickened a little. Set aside 

to cool. Take 4 oranges and remove all the 

skin and white pith, then slice them hori-

zontally and arrange them in a bowl. Pour 

over the cooled syrup and leave for a few 

hours for the oranges to absorb the spicy 

flavours. Serve with thick Greek yoghourt, 

and shortbread biscuits.  

ORANGE AND WATERCRESS SALAD  

serves 4   

Make a vinaigrette with twice as much 

olive oil as white wine vinegar, seasoning 

it with salt and freshly ground black pep-

per to taste. Cut the tough stalks off a 

bunch of watercress (or use a bag of pre-

pared watercress), wash and dry the 

leaves. Cut the skin and pith from three 

large oranges, then separate them into 

segments. Put them in a bowl and add the 

vinaigrette, tossing them to coat with the 

dressing. Add the watercress leaves and 

mix these in only at the last minute. This 

makes a good accompaniment to any fish 

or chicken dish, or for a light lunch add 

some slices of grilled goats’ cheese.   

Simone Sekers  

Spring Gardening  

Spring is almost here and once again win-

ter has been mild in South Somerset. Wet 

gardens are best avoided until the sun 

warms them (and us) so now is the time to 

look through catalogues and order sum-

mer flowering bulbs and seeds. Single 

flowers are better for bees than doubles.  

Ivy never stops growing and now is a 

good time to cut out unwanted shoots be-

fore the birds start to nest.   

Clear away dead growth from grasses and 

herbaceous plants from borders, lawns and 

ponds. A 2-inch (5cm) layer of well-rotted 

manure, compost or recycled green waste 

placed on empty borders will be taken 

down by the worms– no need to dig.  

If you love wildlife then don’t clear up too 

much. Dead wood harbours about 75% of 

the wildlife in a woodland, rich pickings 

for beetles, fungi and birds.  

Now is a good time to install a water butt 

next to a down-pipe to collect rainwater. It 

would benefit ericaceous plants such as 

Camellias, Rhododendrons and Blueber-

ries as tap water is slightly alkaline.  

Consider putting in a compost bin whether 

man-made, home-made or from a kit and 

veg peelings, grass and woody cuttings 

can all go in. Turning it over monthly will 

encourage it to rot down quickly.   

If you have a plant in the wrong position 

then dig it up with as big a root ball as 

possible and replant it into a better spot at 

the same level in the soil. Water it well and 

the roots will soon recover.  

For those who enjoy making new plants, 

try taking basal cuttings. Phlox, Nepeta, 

Artemisia, Stachys, Asters and Globe Arti-

chokes can all be propagated now. Use a 

sharp knife cutting as low as you can, with 

a woody bit at the base, remove lower 

leaves and put it into a small pot with a 

mix of 50% compost and 50% grit. Place it 

in a cold frame or sheltered spot in the 

shade. By June you could have dozens of 

new plants!  

Most springs we get a hot, dry snap. If so 

then water new plants well in the garden 

but only once a week to encourage roots to 

branch out and down.  

 Helen Howlett  
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As a further aid to problem solving, we are including the answers to these puzzles on the 

Wot’s On web site. 
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 Useful Information 
Opening Times 
Post Office 9:00am—5:30pm Mon-Fri, 9:00am—12:30pm Sat 

Shop 8:00am—6:00 pm Mon-Sat, 8:00am-1:00pm Sun 

PO letter box collections 5:30pm Mon-Fri, 10:15am Sat 

Numbers to Note 
Chemist, Stalbridge Pharmacy 01963 362246 

District Councillor, Hayward Burt 07543 854391 

District Councillor, William Wallace 01963 370423 

Doctors, Stalbridge Surgery 01963 362363 

Doctors, Milborne Port Surgery 01963 250334 

Electricity distribution (power cuts, emergencies) 105 (power cuts), 0800 072 7282 (emergencies) 

Hospital, Sherborne Yeatman 01935 813991 

Hospital, Yeovil District 01935 475122 

Local MP, David Warburton 01373 580500  

Parish Council (Zöe Godden) 07745 270285 or 01747 826401 

Police, non emergency and PCSO John Winfield 101 

South Somerset District Council 01935 462462 

South Somerset County Council—Single number 0300 123 2224 

St Nicholas C of E School, Secretary 01963 362308 

Village Hall bookings , Malcolm Stobart 01963 363380 

Wessex Water (water leaks, supply failure) 0345 6004600 

Clubs and Societies 

Art Group Cherry Shephard 01963 362062 Mondays 10am –noon, Village Hall 

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards 01963 362282 Tuesdays 7:30pm, Church Tower 

Blackmore Vale Lions Peter Oswick 01963 363281 

Blackmore Vale U3A Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Book Club Gail Cullum 01963 362878 3rd Wed monthly, 7:45 pm , Bird 

Brownies & Rainbows Jane Jeanes 01963 370769 Brownies Mon 6pm, St Nich Sch. 

CAMEO Ros Browning 01963 363016 1st Tues monthly, 7:45, Vill Hall 

Explorers Pre School Anna Swinburn 01963 363228 Mon-Fri 8:45am-3:13pm (termtime) 

Family History Group Linda Farnsworth 01963 365802 Alternate months, Village Hall 

History Group Jean Lindley 01963 251256 

Line Dancing Ros Browning 01963 363016 Thursdays 7:45-8:45pm, Village Hall 

Loose Ends Dave Rabone 01963 362892 Fridays 10:30am-noon, Village Hall 

Sports Club Committee Steve Penny 01963 362157 

Women’s Institute Margaret Marston 01963 364579 3rd Tues monthly,  7pm Village Hall 
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