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HENSTRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL
Zöe Godden, Clerk

Corbins, St Martins Square, Gillingham, SP8 4DP Tel 01747 826722
Dates of Parish Council meetings are displayed on the Village Notice Board or see

www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

Normal arrangements for regular meetings in Henstridge
Note:- Whilst the Village Hall is out of use, ring the contact listed inside the back cover for de-

tails of the location

The information on the list of contacts is, hopefully, correct at the time of going to press.

If there are any inaccuracies, please inform:-
Gerald French - 363497

The assistance of Jenny Bates in compiling this issue
is gratefully acknowledged

Art Group Each Monday 10.00 am - noon

Bell Ringers Each Tuesday 7.30 pm Church Tower

Brownies Each Monday 6.00 pm St Nicholas School

CAMEO 1st Wednesday each month 7.45 pm See note above

Explorers Play Group Daily during term times 9.00 am - noon St Nicholas School

Line dancing Each Thursday 7.45 pm See note above

Loose Ends Each Friday 10.30 am See note above

Play and Learn Wednesdays during term time 2 - 3.15 pm See note above

Taekwondo Each Tuesday 6.30 pm See note above

Women’s Institute 3rd Tuesday in each month 7.30 pm School Hall

This delightful picture of a
buzzard over the Church
cemetary was taken by
Bridget Hallett. Information
about what has been going
on in the Churchyard will be
found in this issue.
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THE REVD PETER HALLETT

Greetings and welcome to this edition of Wot’s On. This is a
special edition of Wot’s On. It is the last edition that Gerald
French will be editing and printing.

Wot’s On has been produced and delivered to every home in the
village since 2002. Gerald has produced every edition, with the
help of a team of folk who have collected the material and
pictures of village events. That’s as far as it goes in many villages
- but Gerald has then printed it - no small task.

The whole idea came out of a parochial church council discussion inspired by a government White
Paper. A group did some research for us and discovered that to a surprising extent folk did not
know what was going on in their own village. Hence the title, Wot’s On — or to give it its full title,
Wot’s On in Henstridge.

I want here to thank Gerald with all those others who have assisted in its production, distribution
and delivery.

At the time of writing this, I am not sure what the future of Wot’s On will be. We hope that we
can continue to produce and distribute it. I think it provides an important platform for village
groups and societies to tell everyone what they’re up to. We have some ideas about how we
might be able to continue  - if we’re able, then the next edition will be out just before Christmas.
If not - well, it will be a big loss I think.

It is a reminder that things happen in villages and other communities because people are willing
to give of their time and energy - and often money too - to make it so. Without volunteers we
would be much poorer. I want to express my gratitude to those many people who do volunteer
and make things happen.

For me volunteering is a testimony that we as human being are made in the image of God; the
God who loves and gives.

May this generous God bless you - especially if you are a volunteer helping to make our
community a better place.

Go with God,

Peter Hallett

MILBORNE PORT SURGERY AND TEMPLECOMBE SURGERY
Retirement of Dr Gaymer and Dr Gledhill

The surgeries have announced that Dr Adrian Gaymer and Dr Martin  Gledhill will both be
retiring on 30th September 2013. Dr Gaymer came to the practice some 37 years ago and was
followed a few years later by Dr Gledhill. They will be sorely missed by patients and staff, not
to mention their former and present working colleagues within the healthcare profession. We
wish them a happy and fulfilling retirement.
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VALEDICTION FROM THE EDITOR
In case you don't know what that means, it means I am
saying good-bye – no, I am not leaving Henstridge, but
this is the last issue of Wot's On that I shall produce.
My records don't show when publication started, but
the earliest issue I still have on my computer is dated
2003. My memory tells me that the first issue was not
long before that.  It was a project by the Church as a
service to the village providing an easy reference to
what has been happening  and what is on offer.
Publishing costs are met by the church helped by a welcome grant from the Parish
Council, and it is distributed free to every house in the Parish by members of the church.
Although I have been central to the production I have been ably assisted by a small band
of helpers, currently consisting of Jenny Bates, Phillip Reeves and Roy Schofield. My
grateful thanks also to the long suffering secretaries and representatives of the clubs and
societies in Henstridge who have provided the information published in Wot's On.

As I go to print, no one has appeared to take over from me, which means that this may be
the very last issue of Wot's  On. That would be sad, as Wot's On has become an
established part of life in Henstridge. But nothing stays still in life and I am certain that, if
a continuing need is felt, it will be met . We already have the excellent
“HenstridgeOnLine.co.uk” hosted by John Aktinson, and that may be the way forward.

But, from me, it is “Over and out”!

Gerald French, CoxWalls Cottage, Ash End 363497

A MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL

Welcome to the summer! The sun seems to have arrived at last, so let’s hope that we can all start
enjoying the outdoors.
The recreation ground is looking lovely, thanks to work on the trees and the continuing hard work
of the two parish groundsmen. Thanks to George and Terry for keeping the grass cut, the hedges
tidy and for all the jobs they do, big and small.

There is always more to do, and the parish council is currently helping to deal with the problems
of dog fouling and fly-tipping in the village.

We recently held the Annual Parish Meeting in the village hall. We had a really good turn out and
it was lovely to be back in the hall again after such a long absence.

Finally, we welcome David Rabone to the council and look forward to working with him over the
coming years.
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ST NICOLAS’ CHURCHYARD
 Debbie Moseley,  Open Spaces Officer,

South Somerset District Council ,
01935 462810

I am sure that many parishioners and visitors to
the churchyard will have noticed that we are
managing the churchyard differently.   The
wildflowers and grasses are now being allowed to
grow and seed.  Species such as bugle, speedwell
and ox eye daisy can now be seen rather than mowed out.   Paths have been mown around the
church, passing through the main area of bugle to the north and alongside the wall and through the
large old area under the yews where the ox eye daisy can be seen.   We will also be planting some
wildflower plugs including foxgloves and teasel (growing wild against the church)  to enhance this
effect.  Whilst we appreciate this looks different to a closely mown churchyard we hope that the
wild flowers will win a few hearts.

The flowers and grasses will in turn provide a habitat and food source for insects, birds, bats and
reptiles thereby increasing and diversifying the wildlife living in the churchyard.

One of the most rare and interesting animals living in the churchyard is the slow worm that is also
found in many other locations in Henstridge.  Slow worms are a European Protected Species and as
such need to  have a safe and protected environment.  Mowers and strimmers are a threat to them
and are one of the reasons  why we are letting the grass and flowers grow.  We have taken advice
from an ecologist who has surveyed the site and drawn up a management plan which we are now
carrying out.

Please take care when walking through the churchyard, we have mown paths for visitors to aid
access around and through the wildflower areas, we have also carried out some levelling to the
uneven areas particularly in the triangle adjacent to the parish ground.

Should you wish to make any comments please feel free to contact me.

PEOPLE POWER! BY SIMON CULLUM
I am sure that most parishioners and visitors to the churchyard will have noticed that management
of the churchyard appeared to have stopped; grass grew high, garbage was dumped in it, and graves
could not be accessed; if there was a plan then there was little or no communication about what
was happening.

Fortunately, thanks to many outraged villagers making their views known, SSDC, in the person of
Chris Cooper, Street Scene Manager, was prevailed upon to meet with interested parties last
Thursday. As he said, he only gets involved when things go wrong, and what was happening at the
churchyard was definitely wrong! As you can now see he has drastically altered the plan; sensible
mowing has taken place and the hay removed, scalloped-edged wild grass areas will remain for a
while, and some areas, like the “triangle” by the cemetery which does not lend itself to these actions
has been mowed properly. I am assured that not one slowworm was damaged in the process!

 If you have a view or an opinion on this, please talk to the relevant Churchwardens, Jane Jeans or
Richard Scambler, or Chris Cooper on 01935-462462.

Please note: maintenance of the churchyard is a SSDC responsibility and NOT a Parish Council
responsibility. Therefore please do not complain to George, as he does stellar work keeping the
cemetery neat and tidy.
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Wild Beauty in the
ChurchYard

HENSTRIDGE FETE
Henstridge Fete, held in the  school  grounds  on 19th July was on a lovely, but incredibly hot,
sunny afternoon. There were many attractions including a children's entertainer on stilts, a darlek,
children's fairground rides, and many sideshows and stalls.  The event was well attended and the
school's learning garden was much admired.  At the time of going to print, it is not known how
much money was raised for the sponsored projects, but it is known that everyone had a rattling
good time.
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HENSTRIDGE ART GROUP
Do you enjoy ART/CRAFT work - but somehow
just cannot find the time?  Join us for a couple
of hours on Monday morning before the busy

week starts, to indulge that interest.
 So refreshing!

We have no tutor, we work on
our own interests at our own

pace.

The Art Group will continue to meet
at Mondays from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon in the
Village Hall, starting on September 16th.

If interested, do please come along for a
coffee and chat about our shared interests.

MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE
May I take this opportunity to remind readers
of the value of the “Message in a Bottle”, a
device for storing your medical details to
be accessed by the Emergency
Services in a crisis.

This simple device is available
free of charge from Ann Frost on
01963 363 340 by curtesy of the
Blackmore Lions.

If you are on medication you
should have one – so give Ann a call and get
one.

KEYS FOUND

Will the gentleman who
left a couple of door
keys and some smaller
ones on a key ring in the
hall a few weeks ago
please ring 01 963 363 340 to claim them”.

Line Dancing
Line Dancing is now back at the Village Hall
after a stint in Stalbridge Village Hall. - Thank
you to everyone who came.

The meetings are on Thursdays at 7.45pm.
Price £3

We are a very sociable group
and just enjoy a get together,
with occasional trips out for
a meal or to the theatre.

Everyone is welcome.

Ros Browning 363016

ST NICHOLAS BELL RINGERS

Our church has a really fine set of bells, some
of them dating back to the early 1600s. Why
don’t you come along and learn to ring these
historic bells. Anyone is welcome from ten to
those in their eighties. So why don’t you give
our Bell captain, Ellen Edwards, a call on 01963
362282 and join us to keep this ancient and
fascinating art alive in Henstridge.

Our practice sessions are held on Tuesday
evenings and we provide training for beginners.

HENSTRIDGE CRICKET CLUB

Although we had no option but to withdraw
from both the Saturday and Sunday Dorset
Cricket Leagues, the CRICKET CLUB HAS NOT
FOLDED!

So far, despite various initiatives and
advertising, we have been unable to attract a
sufficient number of players., but we are
continuing to maintain both the "Cricket
Square" and the recreation ground.

It is, however, hoped to have
some "friendly" cricket on
the ground this winter.

Let me know if you want
to take part.

Hugo Barton - 363193
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HENSTRIDGE FOOTBALL CLUB.
At the beginning of the 2012-2013 season, we lost eight players from the team
that had been so dominant in the Yeovil and District League Premier Division
over the previous two seasons. Consequently we have struggled to find
the same form and eventually finished in mid-table. So we have decided
to leave the Yeovil league and will play in the North Dorset League
division 3 in the coming season, which will be the first time in the club’s history.
This will enable the team to regroup and gain experience and develop some
consistency against different opposition. We will also get to play at some new
locations.

If anyone would like to join the club, either as a player or a committee member,
please contact me, Derek Biddiscombe, on 01963 362133.

VILLAGE HALL UPDATE
Well fingers crossed that when you are reading
this, the hall, lounge and changing rooms are
fully functioning!!! I write this on the 16 July and
have just been assured from the Loss Adjustors
that the lounge and changing rooms will be
handed back in time for the new football season
this August

It has been a frustrating year for the committee
and users of the hall, unfortunately some
groups like Tai Quando and Zumba have not
managed to reform their groups, but hopefully
everyone is confident now the hall is  fully open,
lets hope they can get people interested in their
activities once more.  I am pleased to see Line
Dancing back on Thursdays and we welcome the
Art class back in the near future.  We have had
enquires from potential new groups wishing to
hire the hall, so watch this space for new
"Strictly Come Dancing" exercise class on
Tuesdays and activities for the over 50's!!

Although its been a long wait, we hope you
agree the refurbished lounge and changing
rooms are much nicer facilities, the changing
rooms now meet FA standards and the lounge
now benefits by having French doors opening
onto the playing fields, which will be nice for
groups this Summer.

The funding working group are busy working
behind the scenes and will be holding an event
in the autumn to find out what you require from

a new village hall if/when we are successful in
obtaining the necessary funds; a big thanks to
all involved.  We are asking all villagers to make
a one off donation, or to set up a monthly
standing order to initiate our funding pot for a
new hall. If you would like to do so, please
contact Ann Frost (our Treasurer) for further
details.

We held our AGM on 15 July and I am delighted
to say over 30 people from the village supported
the event, which was great to see.  At the
meeting Bridget Hallet, Liz Holbrook, Lesley
Best, Ruth Moody and myself stepped down as
Trustees after over 8 years service.  I am pleased
to say two new Trustees were elected, Chris
Russell and Ros Browning will be joining Ann
Frost, Robin Howell, Jean Oswick and Marris
Trott. Mair Williams has also come forward as
a potential trustee and will be joining the new
committee at their first meeting.

As this will be the last article I write on behalf
of the village hall, I just want to say a public
thank you to my fellow Trustees for all your
support over the last 8 years, its been great
working with you all.  I have really enjoyed my
time on the committee and I wish the new
committee all the best in their quest to move
the village hall forward over the coming years.

Sam Best

Village thanks are due to the retiring Trustees for
their dedication to the Hall and  for all that they
have achieved in its development - Editor
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RAINBOWS AND BROWNIES
We have been out and about this term as much as possible enjoying the good weather and the
long evenings. We took part in Cadbury Division’s horticultural show in May and our handmade
cards and other items were much admired. Baby guinea pigs at Brown Owls house have also
been another attraction. We have used team building exercises to improve our communication

and self esteem and 5 new Rainbows made their promise on 8th July. They were
helped by Brownies to make flowers to remind them of their promise.

Next year is the 100th anniversary of the founding of Brownies or
Rosebuds as they were first called. Guides had been formed in 1910
after girls gate crashed a Boy Scout Rally in Hyde Park in 1909 and

asked Robert Baden Powell to do something for them as their brothers
were having such a good time as Scouts and Wolf Cubs. Their younger sisters pleaded to be
allowed to do the same sort of things as the Guides and so Rosebuds later renamed Brownies
were started. Girls from 7 years old are still enjoying the fun and opportunities offered by a girl
led, girl only space. The youngest members of the family, Rainbows, came into existence 26
years ago. We are hoping to take part in sleepovers and a big event on Wincanton Racecourse
next summer, so will need to continue fundraising.

 We collect and sell ALUMINIUM (they don’t stick to a magnet)
cans to help our funds so if you have any or could start collecting
please let me have them. As I am moving house in the autumn I
am trying to reduce the things I have to move.

  We
have places in both
units for September
but please could you
get in touch before
you come so that we
know you are
coming. Our first
meeting of term is
9th September.
Rainbows need to
be 5 and Brownies 7
but please ask.

Our picture shows the Brownie and Rainbow units with five Rainbows who made their promise
on 8th July

Jane Jeanes
01963370769/ 07712824747

lowerbowdenfarm @btconnect.com
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It is nearly the end of a very busy year at school
and I can begin with the fantastic news that Mrs
Shearer gave birth to her daughter Izabella Rose
Fiona who arrived weighing 7lbs 9oz.  (See
photo at end) Whilst Mrs Shearer is on
maternity leave the school is being led by Mrs
Jane Evans as Head teacher for two days a week
and myself as Deputy for the remaining time.

This has been a time of rapid growth for our
village and consequently the school. In seven
years we have grown from a school of 26 pupils
to a forecast of over 100 in September this year.
For the first time we will be welcoming our new,
youngest children aged 4 into a class which will
be solely reception age children; at the time of
writing we are expecting a class of 24 children
which is a huge change from years past.

Inevitably this increase in numbers has had an
effect on staffing levels and organisation of the
school. Mrs Emma Marshall has taken on the
role of Curriculum Coordinator and she is
working hard with staff to create our new
curriculum; a huge task which will take many
hours during the summer holidays to complete
ready for the new school year. In the new term
we will be a four class school and will be
reorganising resources to accommodate this
change during the holidays. We are very
pleased to have appointed Miss Rebecca Legg
who lives in the village as a new teacher for
Butterfly Class – our mixed age Year One and
Year Two children. Miss Legg is an experienced
teacher who has a lot to offer our school in the
way of her experience and expertise.

Mrs Vickie Burpitt is leaving St Nicholas at the
end of term. She joined the school in 2005 as a
Teaching Assistant, later qualifying as an HLTA
– Higher Level Teaching Assistant – meaning

that she was able to supervise and teach groups
of children in place of the class teacher. This
year she graduated as a fully qualified
teacher.Whilst we wish Mrs Burpitt all the luck
in the world in her new position she will be
sorely missed by all  at the school.
Congratulations also to Mrs Sally Elvish who
achieved her NVQS Teaching Learners with
SPLD (dyslexia), Mrs Elvish helps children attain
their full potential in her one to one sessions at
school.

Ms Amy Stevens and her partner Dave Pond are
expecting a baby in November this year. Ms
Stevens is planning to return later in 2014. To
fill both these positions the school is holding
interviews for new teaching assistants who will
also begin early next term.  Mrs Jenny Bendell,
a newly qualified teacher, is working with Mrs
Nicola Porter in the Hedgehog Class to teach
our oldest children. Also joining our team will
be Miss Jessica Langdon who will be working in
the Reception Class. We extend a warm
welcome to all our new members of staff.

This term has seen many events taking place in
and out of school. One of the most exciting for
the oldest children was their trip to Kilve Court
on a residential week. They had the time of
their lives, many staying away from home for
the first time. They took part in team building
challenges, had a huge amount of fun and were
apparently a credit to our school with their
attitude and behaviour.

Other trips have included a trip to Longleat for
the youngest children and an away day in
London on Berry’s coach. On Fridays at school
we have reintroduced Bike Day - great fun for
all!



9

We have had Focus Weeks enabling staff to plan
off curriculum to allow for enrichments of the
foundations subjects for the children. In Sports
Week the oldest classes with Mrs Tracey Pratt
planned, organised and ran a fantastic Sports
Afternoon with all children taking part in many
different sports activities such as Wellie
Wanging, golf, javelin and goal scoring. The
afternoon ended with competitive races across
the field. The winning team scoring most
accumulated points was Ash Team (Blue House).
Children finished the day with much needed ice
lollies.

In Arts Week we were host to many visitors and
children experienced a wide variety of different
forms of art, music and dance. We now have
four new rustic wooden sculptures representing
the creatures we name our classes after. These
were created with visiting artist Mr Steve
MacKay, using locally sourced wood and with
children working alongside Mr MacKay using his
tools to join the wood without glue, paint or
hinges. A day of dance with Caron Parry was a
great success and children from Butterfly Class
learnt how to use natural henna products to
produce Indian hand and foot patterns.

Many of our parents gave up their time to
produce art work with the children; Mrs Jane
Graziano helped them make very colourful and
effective tie dyes. Mr Dave Haine put his
photography and graphic design knowledge to
good use with older children. Old t-shirts have
been turned into an amazing rug with Mrs Kelly
Groves and our own Mr John Robinson revealed
himself to be a talented artist creating a series
of sketches with the whole school to make a
picture of the school environment.

We showed off our art week products and our
singing power in front of parents and governors
at Open Afternoon on Friday 12th July.

As I write I know that our PTA are hard at work
to make our Village Fete one to remember this
year, the committee have worked tirelessly on

fundraising for the Silent Auction and organising
a really packed and exciting fete.

As the school year draws to a close we like to
hold an end of year Leavers Service to say
farewell to the Year Six pupils and staff who are
leaving us. I am very proud to see some of the
children I welcomed into school as four year olds
ready to take that step to secondary education
next year. We wish them well and look forward
to their visits back to see us. The service will be
held in the church on July 23rd at 1.45pm. Some
children will receive a special mention in our
awards ceremony where our cups and shields
will be presented for our outstanding achievers.

The year has been busy and productive and it is
a privilege for me to work alongside such a
dedicated team of staff and governors and to
see the phenomenal support given to the
children by parents and visitors from the village
who give up their time so generously. Teaching
is always a challenging career and requires hard
work and dedication over and above the hours
of the school day, however it is incredibly
rewarding to see our children thrive and
enjoying school life. I wish all the staff and
children a happy summer holiday and look
forward to the new challenges the next school
year will bring. Thank you all for making St
Nicholas the happy place it is!

Kay Carswell Deputy Headteacher.
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BRASS CONCERT

This year's Brass Concert in the church on 18th
April was a great success.  It featured children
from St. Nicholas Primary School who played a
variety of brass instruments and were
conducted by their brass teacher Mr. David
Bertie.  The concert included guest performers
Louis, Elenice and Carey Andrews who
performed a number of pieces playing cornet,
cello and piano, and Matthew Whitehead who
is a music scholar at the Wells Cathedral School
playing trumpet.

The concert ended with David Bertie playing John Stanley's popular Trumpet Voluntary and
conducted by Simon Clarkson.  During the interval there was a raffle and delicious
refreshments provided by Cherry Shephard and her team of helpers.  The concert raised over
£300 for the St. Nicholas Church Amenities Fund (for a loo and servery in the church).

DOG POO Most of us will have seen the recent
picture in the BVM of the bags of dog poo lined up
in Marsh Lane. These had been found in the
hedgerows of all the lanes used commonly by dog
walkers. There has been a particularly disgusting
collection of bags on the unofficial bonfire area at
the junction of the old railway line and Plott Lane.
Picking up and bagging the dog poo is a good start
- but then the bags should be disposed of either in
a dog waste bin or taken home for disposal.

This is a plea to dog owners to think of others -
not too difficult to do!

CAMEO
Our meetings have gone very well in the school. The talk on "Dormice" by
Tamsin Holmes and "Working for the Wireless" by John Burgess went down
very well.

Thank you to the School for letting us meet there whilst the Village Hall was
out of action.

3rd July, our first meeting back in the Village Hall, was very well supported and the talk on "Bird
watching in Japan" was very well received. Neil Gartshaw was our speaker.

There will be no meeting in August, and in September there will be a Skittle evening in the Bird
in Hand.

All are welcome

Ros Browning - 363016
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 HENSTRIDGE FORCES DAY GATHERING

Henstridge Forces Day Gathering is held annually on Father's Day weekend to celebrate the Armed
Forces and the vital role they play in the defence of  this Country. The Show this year, on 15th/16th
June was to acknowledge the Courage of our Fallen Heroes by building a giant poppy made up
of Remembrance Poppies.

To help with the project, the Royal British Legion Magazine asked people to donate their
unwanted Poppies. The response was fantastic, Poppies were received from Turkey, Spain,
Canada, Switzerland . More than 200 Poppies were sent in from Camp Bastion, Afghanistan. Over
2,500 of the Poppies received had personal messages written on them.

 The "Poppy of Honour” is made up of six eight foot square panels, when joined  together the
Poppy is sixteen feet high and twenty four feet long. Each Remembrance Poppy was individually
stuck onto the panels. The construction, priming and painting of the panels took fourteen hours,
and attaching 56,156 Poppies to make up the "Poppy of Honour" took fifty-six hours. It then took
a further eight hours to attach the logo's of all the Companies that supported the construction
of the Poppy. The construction took place  in a WW 2  aircraft hanger left by  HMS Dipper on
Henstridge Airfield.

During the two days of the show there were 600 visitors, every one being impressed by the size
of the Poppy.  The Poppy will now be used by the Royal British Legion, Somerset Branch to display
at several events during the next couple of months to raise more funds for the Poppy Appeal.

Henstridge Forces Day in 2014 will be  held on 4th June, which is the anniversary of the Argentine's
surrender to end the Falklands War.
The 60th Anniversary of "D"  day will
be just two days later - 6th June -  and
that will also be remembered. Another
commemoration will be the centenary
of the commencement of the first
World War, which started on 4th
August 1914. A committee is currently
being formed to take the Show
forward, if anyone wishes to get
involved they can contact Terry
Williams by email
(forcesdaygathering@yahoo.com) or
telephone ;  07845137796

Terry Williams (Event Co-ordinator)
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HENSTRIDGE WI
We have had some interesting and entertaining
speakers over the past few months. Grace
Haine from the opticians in Stalbridge spoke
about various eye problems and diseases in
March; in June Zabeth MacFarlane told us
about different forms of healing and
meditation, we then tried three exercises, a
meditation, a visualisation and a relaxation.

A different Topic in April was “Mickey’s
Marvellous Monologues”, the speaker was
Mickey Fitzpatrick who had us in stitches with
her anecdotes which were
taken from her own and late
husband’s compositions, Cyril
Fletcher and Pam Ayres.

Skittle matches against other
members of Stavordale group
have started with Henstridge losing one match
and winning one match.

Croquet started in May which we play weekly,
weather permitting which will culminate in an
intergroup match at the beginning of
September.

The new combined AGM and resolution
meeting was held in May. Pauline Bishop
stepped down as President with our
appreciation for all the work she has done in
the past four years. Mary Frith consented to be
our President.

Stavordale group was represented at the
National Federation of Women’s Institutes
AGM in Cardiff on June 1st, by Margaret
Marston (our Vice President) who reported
back to the group about the proceedings,
results of resolutions, campaigns and changes
to the constitution. The guest speakers were
William Shawcross, Chair of the Charity
Commission, Griff Rhys Jones, comedian and
conservationist and John Humphrys from Radio
4. Next year’s NFWI AGM will be represented
by a member from one of the other WI’s in the
area.

Some members attended a WI Road show at
West Camel in April where we heard about
County and National Federation matters. The
main speaker in the afternoon was Commander
Anthony Holt.

Thirteen people (members and family) did a
sponsored walk round the village for ACWW
(Associated Country Women of the World), we
raised £115. This was followed by lunch at the
Virginia Ash where we were joined by six other
members.

Some members have been on trips organised by
Milborne Port WI and
Stalbridge WI.

The Stavordale Group
Social this year was
organised by Horsington WI
and held at St. Margaret’s
Hall Horsington . The guest

speaker was Tim Mayo whose topic was “There
is nothing like a Dame”. He literally had us in
tears of laughter as he gave us a history of
pantomime and proceeded to dress as a Dame.
The competition of a theatrical puppet was won
by Henstridge WI who received the Handicraft
cup. The puppet was made by Margaret Hunt of
material donated by other members.

Future meetings and events :- July Tea Tasting
and Chinese Tea Ceremony; August Ten Pin
Bowling in Yeovil;  September Working with
Giant Pandas; October Women in the RNLI; trip
to Castle Gardens.

August Wincanton WI has invited us to lunch
for their 95th Birthday celebrations.
September one member of each of the WI’s in
Somerset has been invited to the Somerset
Federation 95th birthday celebration at
Woodlands Castle at Taunton.

We meet in St. Nicholas School Hall on the
third Tuesday in the month at 7.30pm.

Contact Margaret Hunt 01963 363071 for
more information.

A TREE PLANTED IN THE PARISH CEMETARY
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Quiet Corner Farm had
a surprise arrival at the
end of May. At 4 am on
the 29th, I found a
newly born foal
wandering around in
the half light with its
mother Daisymay taking
no notice at all of the

new baby, much less encouraging it to feed!

If a foal does not get the first milk called
Colostrum, it will not get the benefit from the
mother's anti-bodies, and will not be protected
against all sorts of illnesses. It will soon die. It
quickly became obvious to me that neither foal or
mare was behaving in the normal way i.e. letting
and encouraging the foal to suckle and that I had
an emergency to deal with. So it was all hands on
deck and several telephone calls to summon
assistance. Wonderful Shetland friends jumped
into their cars and were here by 8 am, along with
the Vet, and took over trying to milk the mare in
dribs and drabs, and attempting to get the foal to
take the milk from a syringe (quickly abandoned),
and then from a bottle. But the action of
swallowing just did not kick in! Patience and
perseverance paid off and by midday she had
taken to the bottle. I continued all afternoon
milking the mare and feeding the foal  and finally
pushing it under the mare in between times. Later
in the afternoon she suddenly latches on to a teat.
Wow! What a relief!.

Daisymay was not expected to have a foal as the
elderly stallion Acer had not done anything for

four years. So I had left them together thinking
that he was well past it! But, after all that trauma
it is definitely Acer's last fling. So I have called the
foal "Flung". She is lovely and a beautiful dark bay
colour and so friendly. She loves having her
bottom scratched.

Will there be an apple crop this year? I do so hope
so. We seem to have missed out on plums and
early apples such as Beauty of Bath and Blenheim
Orange, early May being cold and wet (as usual!).
But then a kind friend brought in a hive of bees to
aid pollination so I am confident of a better crop
this year. Tiny apples are becoming apparent on
the trees, but it is going to be a late harvest and
we might not be making juice until well into
September, which may be a good thing as a recent
crashing fall has left me with a cracked pelvis.
Ouch! The only cure is 3 to 4 months rest to allow
it to heal. So your correspondent is lying on a
lounger in the garden like a lady of leisure, and
more than grateful to the many kind friends who
drop by with offers of help and good company..

With great optimism, Quiet Corner Farm will host
another Apple Day on Sunday 20th October from
1 - 5 pm to which you are all invited. Anyone who
would like to have an apple/orchard related stall
or help in any way, please call me on 01963
363045. Thank you so much in anticipation of
many calls!

By the by, the farm only won a 3rd prize for Apple
Juice at a this year's Bath and West Show - but,
perhaps, not too bad from over 40 entries.

I recently had a late night call from a Parish Council
member to say that the Council had entered
Henstridge in the "Britain in Bloom" competition.
My eyebrows shot up a few degrees until I realised
it was meant to be Somerset in Bloom! So I
thought that to be a good thing and was more than
happy for the judges to come on 10th July and see
the orchard. David Sekas and David Godden kindly
stood in for me and duly impressed the judges
with their explanation of the photographs of the
orchard in all its glorious May blossom. I hope we
have helped to raise Henstridge expectations.

NEWS FROM A QUIET CORNER FARM
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The 10th Henstridge Village Arts and Crafts Show will take place
on the Saturday 12th October 2013, so get your exhibits ready &
contact Ann on 01963 363340 to book your place!

Let us show the world what a fantastic number of Arts & Crafts
are alive in our village. It is not a contest and there are no prizes
except knowing that your exhibit will be admired by a lot of people.

There are no charges for exhibitors, unless you are able to sell something on the day, in which
case a donation would be greatly appreciated. All monies on the day go towards the Village Hall.

It is a wonderful time to meet many people in the village, and an excellent opportunity to share
your experiences and skills with like minded people.

We will be setting up on the Friday evening from 6 o’clock of October 11th, ready for the next
day.

So come on let’s have a splendid show. Refreshments available all day, so bring the family.

BOWDEN BEES

The sun is shining! We are happy and working all the hours we can but as
it is so dry could you put some shallow trays of water along side your flowers
so we can pick up water which is so vital for us. We lost a lot of our potential
workers in the very cold weather in March so Ken has been all the way to mid
Sussex to bring in some new stock. They were his birthday present; so much
more useful than socks or aftershave. Honey may not be so plentiful this year as
he has nearly used up all his remaining stock but we will try our best. He says it will
make moving a little easier but we could change that! Please continue to plant shrubs and flowers
we can use especially the spring flowering ones.

For more details you can phone Ken on 01963370769 or use the flower contact details above, as
we are much too busy working to answer the phone.

FLOWERS FOR ST NICHOLAS CHURCH
Each week we try to have flowers in the church to enhance the beauty of the building. These
floral tributes are arranged by people who leave their names on a list in the church. Flowers

are often placed in the church to commemorate special occasions in our lives such a birthdays,
wedding anniversaries or to remember people who have died and maybe there is no grave

space to tend. Perhaps you like arranging flowers and would like to put your name on the list in
the church for a particular Sunday. Special times in the church year we decorate the windows
and have other spaces where flowers can be placed. Maybe you don’t think you could arrange
flowers yourself but would like to put money into the flower fund which would allow flowers

to be place in the church for you or maybe you have a garden which is overflowing with
flowers or greenery which you could allow some one access to.

If you think you could help please ask Jane Jeanes for more information.
01963370769/ 07712824747 lowerbowdenfarm @btconnect.com
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NEWS FROM EXPLORERS PRE-SCHOOL

We have had a very busy summer term and the
children have been enjoying the sunshine in
the garden. Our vegetable beds have produced
some fantastic produce this year and the
children have been picking broad beans and
peas and digging up potatoes. These were tried
at snack time much to the delight of the
children as they could see that all their hard
work weeding and watering had paid off. We
have also had an abundance of strawberries
which were made into some delicious
smoothies and again eaten at snack time.

We had a mini sports week where the children enjoyed running races, backwards races, horse
races, aeroplane races and car races. Each child was presented with a certificate and stickers
for their achievements.

We took 64 parents, carers and children on our annual trip, this year to Moors Valley Country
Park. The children had a great time climbing, swinging and sliding on the castle and sandworks
area. They then had a ride on the steam train along the banks of the moor valley lake and
made great whistling sounds as they went through the tunnels.

 We are now looking forward to our end of term teddy bears picnic over at the park on the last
day of term, where we say will be saying “goodbye” to those children moving to school.

I would like to thank all the parents and carers for their continued support of Explorers and
wish them all a great summer holiday.
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BELIEVE IT OR NOT……

We have entered Henstridge into the Somerset in Bloom competition!

Not, I am sure you understand, as the most flowerful village in England, but rather in the starter
or beginner category. And there is a fair bit to demonstrate that we are making a start. The
daffodil bulbs that were planted at the outskirts of the village have provided a warm welcome
to visitors, and last year quite a few villagers planted more bulbs at other sites. The school has
planted bluebells in Oak Vale Wood, and we have plans to expand the bulb planting this autumn.
The formative pruning has helped the trees in the Rec look their best, and where the Leyllandii
have been taken down the new hedge is growing well.

Yarlington Estates have finally cleared the overgrown bank on Blackmoor Lane, and are working
on a planting plan, which is being added to by residents. No doubt there are other areas that
would benefit from a bit of community gardening and this is where we need your help. Anyone
who is interested in helping to improve the look of the village would be very welcome; we need
small volunteer work parties to clear overgrown areas, plant bulbs and flowers, and give us
invaluable advice. These work parties may either be under the aegis of the parish council, or
under our own, individual responsibility.

Please call Zoe Godden, Parish Clerk, on 01747-826722 to register your enthusiasm and any
particular skills you may be able to offer; I can assure you that all are welcome, we will have fun,
and we will make a difference to the village.

LOOSE ENDS

We have been meeting back in the village hall
for over two months now and things appear to
be returning to normal. It has been a pleasure
to welcome back some of our old, regular
members. The builders have not proved to be
a problem. They drink our tea and coffee but
they never make a sound! I am told that we
should be able to return to the village hall
lounge sometime in August. Does anyone know
what happened to our books and the
bookshelves?

Last year, we had the Queen’s Jubilee
Celebrations and the Olympics. The year before
was the Royal Wedding  and this year we await
the arrival of our future sovereign; no doubt
there will be a national ‘wetting of the baby’s
head’!

We shall be celebrating our 7th birthday in
October and may be it is time for a change in

format. It has been
suggested that we have a games
afternoon once a
month. Please let me
know what you think and
perhaps we could start
something in the autumn.
Meanwhile, please reserve the last
Friday in September for the Macmillan Coffee
Morning. This was such a success last year that
Mark and Chris have invited us back to the Bird
in Hand at the end of September (I wonder if
Owen will be up in time?). Please look out for
posters around the village.

Our Loose Ends café meets every Friday
morning, 10.30 am to noon,  at the Village Hall.
We are pleased to welcome the Parish Clerk and
Parish Councillors, who make a frequent visits.
There is always a good crowd but a few more
are always welcome.

David Rabone
Tel. no. 362892
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ORGANISATION CONTACT

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards - 362282

Brownies Jane Jeanes - 370769

CAMEO club Ros Browning - 363016

Church Services Rev Peter Hallett - 362266

Cricket Club Matt Fryer - 370074

Explorers’ Playgroup Mrs Anna Swinburn
07792240804/01963 363228

Football Club Derek Biddiscombe - 362133

Henstridge Art Group

Henstridge Book Club Judith Rabone362892

Line Dancing Ros Browning - 363016

Loose Ends Dave Rabone - 362892

Parish Council Zöe Godden (Clerk) - 01747 826722

St Nicholas Church of England Primary School - Secretary - 362308

Taekwondo Lance Fuller - 07373 424184

Village Hall Lesley - 364749 or Sam - 362486

Womens’ Institute Margaret Hunt - 363071

Societies Clubs and Organisations
Henstridge



18- 14 -

THE REVD PETER HALLETT
THE VICARAGE, CHURCH STREET, HENSTRIDGE BA8 0QE

TEL: 01963 362266
halatvic@btinternet.com

CHURCHWARDENS

OFFICERS OF THE PCCVice-Chair

JANE JEANES
BOWDEN FARM COTTAGE

BOWDEN

Tel :370769

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

Treasurer

RICHARD SCAMBLER
8 WESSEX COURT

HENSTRIDGE

TEL:363919

richard.scambler@btinternet.c

This magazine is published by The Parochial Church Council of St Nicholas Church, Henstridge.
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