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HENSTRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL
Zöe Godden, Clerk

 Corbins, St Martins Square, Gillingham, SP8 4DP  Tel 01747 826722
Dates of Parish Council meetings are displayed on the Village Notice Board or see

www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

Normal arrangements for regular meetings in Henstridge
Note:- Whilst the Village Hall is out of use, ring the contact listed inside the back cover for de-

tails of the location

The information on the list of contacts is, hopefully, correct at the time of going to press.

If there are any inaccuracies, please inform:-
Gerald French - 363497

The assistance of Jenny Bates in compiling this issue
is gratefully acknowledged

Art Group Each Monday 10.00 am - noon

Bell Ringers Each Tuesday 7.30 pm Church Tower

Brownies Each Monday 6.00 pm St Nicholas School

CAMEO 1st Wednesday each month 7.45 pm See note above

Explorers Play Group Daily during term times 9.00 am - noon St Nicholas School

Line dancing Each Thursday 7.45 pm See note above

Loose Ends Each Friday 10.30 am See note above

Play and Learn Wednesdays during term time 2 - 3.15 pm See note above

Taekwondo Each Tuesday 6.30 pm See note above

Women’s Institute 3rd Tuesday in each month 7.30 pm School Hall

At Easter we celebrate the
death and resurrection of
the Lord Jesus Christ. We
remember that He was
crucified and died on
Good Friday and that He
rose from the dead on the
third day – on Easter Sun-
day.
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The very first album - long playing record - that I ever bought was Sgt Pepper’s
Lonely Hearts Club Band. Although the Beatles had been around for a while, and
Beatle mania was in full swing - it somehow missed me. But then I woke up to it all
- and I was riveted by their wonderful music. Of the songs on the record, and I still
love them all, “When I’m sixty-four” has a special resonance for me this month.
Because I am. As the first day of April (what a day to have a birthday!!) saw me hit
that grand age. I love dear old Margery Clarke here in Henstridge who keeps telling
me that I’m only a young man. Margery, you understand, is 99. Well, I guess all
such things are relative.

Well, as the years go by, and continue to go by I reckon I’ll learn to appreciate the
sentiment of   “With a little help from my friends.” When I bought that record,
being 64 seemed as remote as going to the stars! In those days I dreamed of going
to the stars - but it never occurred to me that one day, I too would be 64. When I
was very young I remember the horror I felt when I discovered that my mother
was 36 - how could anyone be that old??!

We do not know how many days we have. We don’t know if we’ll pass our time
relatively unscathed - or whether our days will be full of troubles. The most
important things in life come down to our relationships - the love and friendships
we share. Not the years we live, or the wealth we have. And the greatest relation-
ship we can have is with our loving heavenly Father. It’s in his love and friendship
that all the other things find their place.

THE REVD PETER HALLETT

The ages of man
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A New Village Hall?
Your opinion matters!

While repairs to the Hall rumble on, the New Hall Committee has started to look at the
feasibility of building a new hall. Village Halls are vital to the lifeblood of the commu-
nity, and Henstridge might greatly benefit from a new hall. The most important part
of the process (apart from raising the money) is to consult with everyone in the village.
Not only do we want to hear your views, but some funding
sources rely on the re- sponse from the villagers.

  Accordingly you will find enclosed with your "Wot’s
On" magazine a care- fully constructed questionnaire; I
would ask that you sit down and respond
as soon as possible, and then drop it in
one of the collection boxes around the village. Collec-
tion boxes will be at the Corner Store, The Virginia
Ash, the school, the Bird in Hand, and the Church.

Once your responses have been analysed you will all be invited to a public meeting so
that we may let you know the collective wisdom; refreshments and prizes will, of
course, be free.

So don't delay; when you get your form, fill it in and drop it off.

Have you got the
"Message in a bottle"

bottle?
This is a simple, but possibly life saving,

device for all those on medication,
whether living on their own, or not.

It is a small white and green plastic bottle that goes in
the fridge containing details of your contacts and list of
medication in case of an emergency.  There are two la-
bels with the kit, one to go on the inside of the front

door and the second on the fridge door. The idea is that
when you need the emergency services they can imme-
diately see where you have stored the details, and can

then take the necessary action.

The only proviso is that you MUST make sure it is kept
up to date.

The kits have been provided by the Blackmore Lions and
are available free of charge from Ann Frost at 10 Park

Road, or on 01 963 363 340.

You never know when you may need help!

Cliff Frost

Henstridge Line
Dancers

 We had a longer Christmas break
than expected because of the Village

Hall being closed. We tried meeting in
the church, but, with the church floor  be-

ing sorted out and the ceiling painted it has
been too cold to meet there. We did have a
couple of get togethers in the Bird in Hand

However, on March 7th, 21st and 28th we
shall be meeting in the Stalbridge Hall

Youth Centre.

Time 7.45 - 8.45 -Cost £3

For more information ring

Ros Browning 363016
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Henstridge WI
A quiet start to the year with plenty of events to look forward to.

There was no speaker in January so members discussed ‘business affairs’
which included  the two enjoyable events which occurred in December:-
the Group Carol service held at Milborne Port and the Christmas meal held at the Virginia Ash.

A survey about Denman College was filled in (Denman College nr. Abingdon, WI’s centre of learning
which is open for members and non-members).

The resolutions for this year were discussed and voting slips signed.

Social events were announced; Winter Warmer tea party at South Cadbury on 27th February and the
group social at Horsington on 12th July.

Various other topics were discussed.

Castle Gardens attended our meeting in February with ‘Seed sowing, pricking and potting on’.

Some members had attended the Group business meeting at Milborne Port where the discussion
was of the various group events that were happening this year.

A photo, taken by Margaret Marston,  of Mary Frith being presented with the Portman Cup by Carol
Smith, last year’s Somerset Federation chairman, was on the back of County News (Somerset
Federation of WI’s newsletter).

The topics for the next few months are:-

  March, ‘Eye health and care’;
  April ‘ Mickey’s marvellous monologues’;
  May AGM and resolutions;
  June, ‘Reiki and Meditation’.
  Skittle matches start in April and Croquet starts in May.

We meet in St. Nicholas School Hall on the third Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm. We generally have
a speaker, discuss ‘business’, have a raffle, have a  cup of tea and judge the competition (which could
be baking, arts and crafts, favourite objects).

If you would like more information contact Margaret Hunt 01963 363071

Henstridge Art Group
We have continued to meet and
work together during the win-

ter.  Now we look forward to the
warmer weather when we hope to

be able to work outside in the sunshine!

At present we have a full quota of members and
are therefore unable to offer any vacancy. How-
ever, this situation may alter when we are able to
return to the Village Hall for our meetings.

Cherry Shephard

At the moment, St Nicholas Church itself
is in a mess - there is a lot of work going
on there. But just as soon as the work is
finished, Messy Church will be with us
again. Watch out for the banner which
will be displayed on the church as be-
fore.
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Red Cross Week
May 5th-11th

This is the major fund raising week for the
British Red Cross in this country. May 8th is the
birthday of Henri Dunant who founded the
movement after seeing the human misery left
by the battle of Solferino. Member societies
are part of the International Red Cross and Red
Crescent. Much coverage is given to the work

done overseas. Much work is done here as well. Members give service at events large and small, give
help under the Home from Hospital schem. We provide a transport and escort service especially for
patients undergoing cancer treatment in Bristol.  All sorts of equipment is loaned on a short term
basis and training is given to the public,to members and commercially.

Red Cross week is one of the ways this work is paid for. There has not been a house to house
collection in the area for a long time. Instead we have been granted two whole days to collect at
Morrison’s in Wincanton on Friday 10th and Saturday 11th May. I would love to be able to fill all the
available slots on those 2 days. If you could offer an hour of your time to help the Red Cross please
contact Jane Jeanes for more details.

I joined Henstridge Red Cross 50 years ago making a promise then, as a junior member, to join with
others all over the world to help the sick and the suffering. You may think the organisation has
changed, as I do sometimes, but the original aims are still the same - because human nature hasn’t
changed. The Red Cross still responds to a crisis. Check the website to see if I am right.
www.redcross.org.uk

THE BATTLE OF SOLFERINO
2ND JUNE 1859

 Henstridge Football Club
The loss of 9 players at the beginning of the season has meant that the team
has struggled this year.  The drop in performance has been particularly diffi-
cult to accept after the outstanding success of recent seasons.

We had a good run of results in the Les King knockout cup but this came to an
end at the beginning of March when we were beaten by Pen Mill.

Our results in the Yeovil and District Premier League have been moderate,
with the team lying 3rd from the bottom of the league.  But we have 3 games
in hand over the 2 teams above us and we had a good 4-2 win against Baltonsborough on March
9th so we are hoping for a better end to the season.

Even with all the problems that this season has presented we have kept going.  Richard Biddis-
combe has now stepped down as manager and Derek and Colin Biddiscombe are jointly running
the team.  We would be pleased to welcome any new  players or indeed anyone who would like
to help the team in any capacity.  Please contact  Derek Biddiscombe on 01963 362133
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VILLAGE HALL UPDATE
March 2013

Well we are now eight months without our village hall since the fire in July last year and anyone who
has been up the rec recently will see it will not be ready for another couple of months at least.  The
fire caused much more damage than was first thought, resulting in the whole of the changing rooms
being ripped down and the wall between the changing rooms and the main hall to be replaced.
However building regulations have changed since the 1970's and therefore the renovations have to
meet more stringent structural requirements than before.  None of us thought it would take so long
to put back the hall and we are all so frustrated at being without our community space.

I am really pleased to say the working group who are looking at funding a new hall in the future have
been busy behind the scenes visiting other village halls to gain inspiration on what Henstridge could
aspire to if and when we raise the funds required; a big thanks must go out to all involved.  We are
asking all villagers to make a one off donation, or to set up a monthly standing order to initiate our
funding pot for a new hall. If you would like to do so, please contact either Ann Frost (our Treasurer)
or myself for further details.

We are getting closer to our AGM in May when the majority of our trustees will step down from their
duties; we are desperately looking for new trustees to ensure the continuation of our hall and
charity.  If we do not recruit new trustees to manage the hall, then there is a chance the hall will have
to close permanently.   Please do get in touch, we have been asking the village to get involved for
over a year with only one person coming forward to help.  The job is not an onerous one; I have listed
below the types of roles that form a committee, which could include:

Chairperson – responsible for the legal side of the charity and the main link to the charity commis-
sion, together with chairing all meetings.

Secretary – responsible for setting agendas and taking minutes at meetings

Finance – responsible for keeping accounts on all our income and expenditure, (these accounts will
be independently examined each year by an Accountant)

Booking Clerk – responsible for all bookings and liaising with the finance person and cleaner.

Maintenance – responsible for getting quotes for works, meeting trades people on site etc.

Fundraising – responsible for organising fundraising events and delegating tasks to other members.

Of course the new committee can arrange itself as it sees fit, but I thought this would give you a taste
of skills required.  No previous experience is necessary as we are happy to show you the ropes.

The village hall really needs your support right now, please help in whatever way you can.

Many thanks Sam Best, Chair  01963 362486
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Welcome back to this term’s Spring news from St
Nicholas. It was a pleasure last month to meet
many new faces at one of the Sunday Lent Services
in Templecombe Church and I would like to thank
everyone for making me and my husband so wel-
come. A special thank you to Rev Ian Coomber and
Mr John Cross for the gifts of Wessex Diaries and
Beastly Poems; already, the children in Hedgehog
Class are sharing their favourite poems from the
book and my own personal knowledge of Somer-
set continues to grow as I read the diary entries.
Sincere thanks to the governors of St Nicholas who
also came along to support me in my delivery of
‘The Work and Future of the Church School.’

At school, life continues to be great fun and
packed with the ‘busyness’ of all things curriculum
– both inside and out. This term our younger pu-
pils have enjoyed weekly swimming sessions and
lots of  Year 1 and Year 2 pupils are now becoming
skilled, confident swimmers. Congratulations to
Daisy in Mrs Marshall’s class for doing very well in
the Sherborne swimming gala last month.

We have also had lots of visitors to school – Mrs
Grace Haine on the importance of keeping our
eyes healthy as well as a superb ‘starting your own
business’ presentation to our pupils in Years 5 and
6. The whole school also enjoyed having Ian from
Somerset Fire and Rescue Service – now we all
know how to keep safe and reduce the risk of fire
in the home.

A huge thank you to Ms Palmer in Dragonfly Class
who keeps our cooking skills alive each week with
our Reception and Year 1 pupils – going to the staff
room each Friday is such a treat as the most won-
derful aromas float from the classroom. To date,
we have had cheese scones, pancakes, cookies,
apple cake and lots of other scrumptious bites to
eat. Some of our Year 5 pupils also enjoyed a super
cookery session at KA this term.  Thank you also to
Mrs Carswell, our Art subject leader, who has ar-

ranged for the local artist (Mr Colin Bell) to come
in to share his expertise in staff training sessions as
well as whole day Art workshops with each class.
Years 4, 5 and 6 have completed a super mural of
monster prints. We have also been very fortunate
to be able to tap into the artistic skills of Mr John
Robinson, one of our lunchtime supervisors – the
children thoroughly enjoyed learning new skills in
sketching portraits and their completed pieces of
Henry VII are really excellent. These will be going
on display for parents to see at the end of this
term. Still on Art – thank you to Mrs Jane Graziano
(also our PTA Chair) for supporting Art sessions in
Butterfly Class; again, the children have been real-
ly enjoying their sessions using ‘top tips’ for talent-
ed adults.

As well as Art being a focus on this year’s school
development plan, Music also continues to grow
and develop. Children in Years 4, 5 and 6 continue
to enjoy Mr Bertie’s brass sessions and they are
now preparing for their April Brass Concert in St
Nicholas Church. We have two new additions to
our music team – Mrs Allison Edwards is now
joining us each week for weekly singing sessions in
each class and we look forward to her starting up
our Key Stage 2 choir in September this year. Mrs
Fiona Morland has also offered her musical talents
to train the whole school for our Easter singing
and the children just love her weekly Wednesday
morning sessions – a huge thank you to both ladies
for making music at St Nicholas fun and exciting.

This term we have been organising quite a few
events/ trips for the upper KS 2 pupils – all yet to
come. (Working Space Theatre Company to work
with Year 5&6 pupils on ‘Armada Ahoy – part of
our Tudor topic this term, Sherborne Girls’ school
to hear Dr Lowry from Plymouth University, a local
visit to Thales to learn more on business, Cycling
Proficiency workshop days on 18th and 22nd
March and the long awaited residential trip for a



- 7 -

week at Kilve in April).  Mrs Marshall’s class have
gone further...  a virtual trip to India; passports,
luggage etc were all organised for the flight and
there was lots of excitement on the departure day.
Thankfully, there were no delays at the ‘airport’
and all pupils and adults arrived and returned
safely. (The power of imagination!) Lots of the
Year 1, 2 and 3s in Butterfly Class even brought
their favourite pets on the journey.

Midst all this, we continue to keep looking forward
and planning for the future of St Nicholas. To date,
pupil numbers continue to rise and we are now
looking at 100 + pupils in September. With this in
mind, the Governing Body have agreed to go to 4
classes; this is wonderful news for our village
school. Our rapid growth has been recognised and
celebrated at County and it is great to hear they
are in full support of all our future plans and devel-
opments – especially financially. We will be adver-
tising for a new member of staff to join our team
so if you know anyone who is an excellent teacher,
please do spread the word and look out for the
adverts this month.

As many of you may have heard, I will be taking
time out of St Nicholas due to the arrival of baby
Shearer, hence this being my last entry for a while.
Obviously, my main priority for our school is for it
to continue to succeed and develop in all areas.  I
can say in full confidence that my colleagues, who
will be covering me, are also fully committed to
this – Mrs Jane Evans (Head of Castle Cary Primary
– retired in July 2012) will be our new Locum Head,
Mrs Kay Carswell (currently our Senior Teacher)
will take up her new role as Acting Deputy Head
and Mrs Jennifer Bendell (our new appointment)
will support Mrs Porter by covering my 2 days
teaching commitment each week. The team here,
at St Nicholas, has always been a very strong,
dedicated one and I know this will easily continue
in the coming months. I will be keeping in touch
with school life whilst off and hopefully this will
make my return in 2014 a seamless and natural
one.

Finally, many thanks to all my staff, our parents
who volunteer and also to our Governing Body for
their full support, expert advice and friendly
smiles. The school community continues to be a

very healthy and happy one and this has a beauti-
fully positive impact on the lives of all our children
here.

Special thanks, once again, to Mr and Mrs Howell
for their expert gardening tips and skills with the
children each week – we now have many pupils
highly skilled in planting and pruning. Many chil-
dren have a commendable general understanding
of how the garden changes with each season
through the weekly expert leadership of Mrs
Michelle Howell.

As always, members of our community, and those
further afield, are most welcome at  St Nicholas –
if you think you have a particular interest in a
curriculum area or have a talent/skill for working
indoors or out, please do call and let us know. To
date, we have had many visitors supporting us in
our work here. For example – once again we have
booked Mr John Allen to come in and discuss a
timetable for more technology workshops next
term and a very special thank you to Mr Richard
Frost (Blackmore Vale Lions’ Club) for coming in to
meet with me – a sincere thank you for the very
generous gift of £250 to help us develop Art across
the school.

Here are some diary dates for you to enjoy and
support our school:

Penny Trail at Morrisons – in aid of our new But-
terfly & environmental garden. Saturday 16th
March – morning session.  Mrs Pratt is in charge of
this activity. Come along and support us.

Whole school Easter Service – Wednesday 27th
March, 2:00pm – 3:00pm at St Nicholas Church
with Rev Peter Hallett. (All classes will be singing
and performing.)

Years 4, 5 and 6 Brass Concert – organised by Mr
David Bertie and Mrs Jenny Bates. Thursday 18th
April, 6:30pm – 8:00pm in St Nicholas Church.

PTA Ladies’ Pamper Evening – Friday 26th April at
6:00pm in our school.

In closing, I wish you all a very Happy Easter and
may the months ahead be happy, healthy ones for
our whole village community.

Best wishes  Alison Shearer
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A good start to the year with Martin Else doing a cookery demonstration with tasters
-"Fish for Valentine's Day"

At the moment we are still meeting at Henstridge school.

It costs £2, we meet on the first Wednesday of the month at 7.45 pm

The Easter Tea Party is at Hobbyts House and is slightly dearer at £4 due to nibbles. The
tea Party will will start at 7 pm. As you can see by our programme, we have lots going on. Do come and join
us - EVERYONE IS WELCOME

  For more information, ring Ros Browning  - 363016

Cameo Programme for 2013
School Hall 7.45pm except April, and August

April 3rd at 7 pm Easter Tea Party At Ros’s - Hobbyts House
May 1st Dormice Illustrated talk by Tamsin Holmes

June 5th Working for the Wireless Talk by John Burgess
July 3rd Birdwatcher in Japan Illustrated talk by Neil Gartshore
August 7th No Meeting
September 4th Skittles in the Bird in Hand
October 2nd Vision in Africa - Update Talk by Simon Frackiewicz
November 6th The Art Fund Talk by Anthony Pugh Thomas
December 4th Fish & Chip Supper

Breaking News!
Because the contractors have found that the fire damage to the Village
Hall is more extensive than at first thought, the repairs are taking longer
than anticipated.

Therefore Ann has had to postpone the Henstridge Arts & Crafts show until October 12th.
So all of you contributors have got a little more time to finish off the latest project.

Please let Ann know on 01 963 363 340 if you will be able to exhibit.

St Nicholas Bell Ringers

Our church has a really fine set of bells, some of them
dating back to the early 1600s. Why don’t you come
along and learn to ring these historic bells. Anyone is
welcome from ten to those in their eighties. So why don’t
you give our Bell captain, Ellen Edwards, a call on 01963
362282 and join us to keep this ancient and fascinating
art alive in Henstridge.

Our practice sessions are held on Tuesday evenings and we provide training for beginners.
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News from Explorers Pre-school

The children enjoyed playing in the snow that arrived at the beginning of term and built snowmen,
snow dogs and snow dinosaurs. They also made snow castles and collected the snow in their buck-
ets and pots to create their works of art in the garden.

Chinese New year was celebrated again this year with enthusiastic dragon dancing, making snake
mobiles, lanterns and playing in the role play Chinese restaurant.

World book day on 7th March saw the children dressing up as their favourite book characters and a
morning of reading and acting out the stories was enjoyed by all. We had witches, princesses, Toy
story characters, Minnie Mouse, Mike the Knight, a transformer, a pirate and superman to name
but a few. The staff also dressed up much to the delight of the children.

We are now looking forward to our Easter hat parade and Easter egg hunt at the end of term.

For more details about Explorers Pre-School please phone Anna Swinburn on 07792240804 0r
01963 363228.

LOOSE ENDS
Our Friday morning coffee group has continued to meet in houses throughout the
village, ever since the fire at the village hall. Attendance has varied from a dozen to
two dozen and we now have seven venues, not including the Bird in Hand and the
Virginia Ash who provided some variety over the Christmas period. Belated thanks are also
due to the Bird in Hand for hosting our Macmillan Coffee morning at the end of September
when a record £175 was raised; and thanks to all who made cakes, donated raffle prizes
and to everyone who helped or supported the event. A splendid effort  ... which I missed
as I was in hospital!

We are now in our 7th year and we are looking forward to getting back to using the lounge in the
village hall (in May?). Meanwhile, our meeting  schedule is normally displayed on the village hall and
Church noticeboards and also in Ros Browning’s window at the Cross.

Our group meets every Friday morning, 10.30 am to noon.  We will be open on Good Friday at the
Vicarage, when Bridget has promised us hot cross buns!!. Happy Easter everyone and many thanks
to our large group of volunteers.

David Rabone  Tel. no. 362892

CELEBRATING WORLD BOOK
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Henstridge Rainbows and Brownies
We helped with the distribution of Christingles at the Christingle serv-
ice and painted French tricolours and made mini Eiffel Towers for the
Women’s World Day of Prayer service in Templecombe. These good
deeds help the girls to carry out their Promise in many ways. It also
helps them understand the Brownie motto –Lend a Hand. We have
been working on our nature badge and have just started activities
which are based on chocolate. I am reliably told it will involve tastings!

Both the Rainbows and the Brownies meet in the School Hall for an hour on Monday evenings, the
Rainbows meeting at 5.30 and the Brownies at 6 (the two groups overlap for 30 minutes). Our
numbers are still quite small, so we have vacancies for Rainbows (5years) and Brownies (7years). We
also have strong links with Guides in Templecombe and with the area  Ranger unit. If you have family
members who would like to join us please get in touch. Our first meeting after the Easter break will
be 15th April.

 Brown Owl/Woodpecker 01963370769 lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

NEWS FROM A QUIET CORNER
The pagan ceremony of Wassailing to bring fruitfulness to the orchard was
duly celebrated on January 17th with a noisy procession setting off from The
Cross – much banging of drums, kitchen utensils and a set of splendid iron
“bells” carried by Bridget, all aimed to frighten off the evil spirits in the
orchard. The procession marched round the trees in the dark, lit by numer-
ous lanterns and Peter Thompson's artistic bonfires, finally fetching up
round an old tree for the ceremony of placing toast in the branches for the
good spirits and dousing the tree with what was left of the cider, the can
having just been knocked over! Elizabeth led the singing of old apple songs
on her accordion. We ended up imbibing hot mulled apple juice and deli-

cious cakes – a great evening that ought to ensure there is a good crop of apples this year.

What else is going on?

The snowdrops are magnificent  all along the ditch in Oak Vale Lane with the daffodils coming up. If
you haven’t seen them, do take a walk.

A group of five stalwarts braved a very frosty morning pruning some of the trees under the guidance
of David Godden, our local apple tree expert – they had to be revived with shots of brandy! Warmest
thanks from me.

Soon there will be a week-end tasting (probably on 23rd or 24th March) of the apple juice destined
for the Bath & West Show. Anyone keen to join the tasting team, please get in touch.

DaisyMay, my eight year old mare, and Domino now three, are soon off to an all Shetland show, still
clad in their winter woollies and looking fat. DaisyMay, however, seems extra rotund so I am
wondering if Acer, my ancient stallion, has had a last fling? I have not had her scanned as it is
expensive and she either is in foal or not! So, on that last expectant note, I will close with a reminder
that Apple Day will by on Sunday 20th October.

Patricia Thompson tel 363045
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ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH
At the time of writing two months of work on the nave has just been completed and, thanks to those
who have helped with the spring cleaning, the church looks cleaner and brighter than it has for some
time. In order to deal with the decay under the floor of the nave the entire floor has been replaced.
The pews were stored in the side aisles and while the nave was empty the PCC took the opportunity
to have the nave ceiling painted – a job which needed doing and which would have been considera-
bly more expensive had the pews still been in place.

Only when the pews are removed does one fully realise what a large – and potentially useful – space
the nave offers. The naves of cathedrals in medieval times were used for markets and other public
events and although those buildings are on a completely different scale to our own church, the
benefits offered by an open space are clear.

Some parishioners have asked why we can’t simply replace the pews with chairs in order to create a
more flexible space. Approval to proceed with the recent work was, however, conditional on putting

the pews back. Even if that were not the
case, the cost of replacing pews with suita-
ble chairs is beyond our means at the
present time.

The PCC’s next priority, assuming nothing
more urgent comes out of the blue, is the
provision of toilet facilities and a special
fund has been established for this purpose.
Without such facilities a large flexible space
is of limited practical value. Once we have
toilet facilities, and a servery for the prepa-
ration of food and drinks, the whole ques-
tion of how best to configure the nave can
be re addressed.

(PS New volunteers are always welcome to help with cleaning the church and arranging flowers.)

A Brass Band Concert
 will be held in

St Nicholas Church

Thursday 18th April at 6 pm
on

Featuring the children of St Nicholas School
and other especially invited artists

REFRESHMENTS

Retiring collection towards the Church Facilities Fund (to provide toilets and servery)

FREE ENTRY
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NEWS FROM THE LIONS DEN

Welcome to the latest news bulletin from the BLACKMORE VALE LIONS CLUB.

Well, Christmas has come and gone again, fortunately the weather was kind to us for
most of the time that we were on the road with our Christmas float and despite the
economic gloom we made record collections thanks to the help from so many groups in
the Blackmore Vale.

As a result we have made a number of local donations including £300 to Henstridge Village Hall towards
improved lighting in the lounge and £200 to the Templecombe Scouts.

Early in February the annual Blackmore Vale half Marathon was held attracting nearly 600 runners. This is
always an amazingly popular event within the athletic World and enables us to raise many thousands for
charity.

Our Swimarathon is on March 24th and there is much local interest as it enables schools and groups to raise
money for their own needs. I hear that the Templecombe Scouts are planning to enter three teams, well
done to them !

I hope that I will see some of you at our ever increasing number of charity events,

This year the annual Blackmore Vale Golf Fun Day is being held on Sunday 21st April again at Folke Golf
Club. This year the profits from the event will be given to Breathe On UK this very worthwhile cause
supports families of children on permanent oxygen support. We always have some entrants from Hen-
stridge so if you play golf whatever your standard there is a place for you. The emphasis is on fun and it is
always a brilliant afternoon out.

Our thanks to local schools who have again supported our Peace Poster competition. Next year the
subjects will either be Peace or Environmental subjects.

Membership is a problem with all clubs and we certainly could do with some new members particularly of
the younger variety so if any of you are interested please give me a call.

A big thank you! – to all of you that have supported and helped us.

More information and entry forms can be found on our web site bvlions.yolasite.com. or you can always
phone me on 363281.

Our motto as ever is “we serve”.

Lion Peter Oswick

Bowden Bees
All of us are looking forward to some sunny days, so that we can spread our
wings and shake off the winter. It seems such along time since we were able to
collect food without looking for rain clouds or being blown off course. Thank you
to all the gardeners who have planted early flowering plants and those of you
who have left celandines to flower. These are our lifeline at this time of the year.

There is still some honey left for sale. Many thanks to all of you who bought home
grown Christmas presents last year. We will do our best with Ken’s help and good
weather to pollinate your fruit this year.
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ORGANISATION CONTACT

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards - 362282

Brownies Jane Jeanes - 370769

CAMEO club Ros Browning - 363016

Church Services Rev Peter Hallett - 362266

Cricket Club Matt Fryer - 370074

Explorers’ Playgroup Mrs Anna Swinburn
07792240804/01963 363228

Football Club Derek Biddiscombe - 362133

Henstridge Art Group

Henstridge Book Club Judith Rabone362892

Line Dancing Ros Browning - 363016

Loose Ends Dave Rabone - 362892

Parish Council Zöe Godden (Clerk) - 01747 826722

St Nicholas Church of England Primary School -  Secretary  - 362308

Taekwondo Lance Fuller - 0757 42484

Village Hall Lesley - 364749 or Sam - 362486

Womens’ Institute Margaret Hunt -  363071

Societies Clubs and Organisations
Henstridge
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THE REVD PETER HALLETT
THE VICARAGE, CHURCH STREET, HENSTRIDGE BA8 0QE

TEL: 01963 362266
 halatvic@btinternet.com

CHURCHWARDENS

OFFICERS OF THE PCCVice-Chair

JANE JEANES
BOWDEN FARM COTTAGE

BOWDEN

Tel :370769

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

Treasurer

RICHARD SCAMBLER
8 WESSEX COURT

HENSTRIDGE

TEL:363919

richard.scambler@btinternet.c

This magazine is published by The Parochial Church Council of St Nicholas Church, Henstridge.

Printed by Gerald French - 01963 363497
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