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HENSTRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL
Zöe Godden, Clerk

 Corbins, St Martins Square, Gillingham, SP8 4DP  Tel 01747 826722
Dates of Parish Council meetings are displayed on the Village Notice Board or see

www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

Normal arrangements for regular meetings in Henstridge
Note:- Whilst the Village Hall is out of use, ring the contact listed inside the back cover for de-

tails of the location

The information on the list of contacts is, hopefully, correct at the time of going to press.

If there are any inaccuracies, please inform:-
Gerald French - 363497

The assistance of Roy Schofield  and Jenny Bates in compiling this issue
is gratefully acknowledged

Art Group Each Monday 10.00 am - noon

Bell Ringers Each Tuesday 7.30 pm Church Tower

Brownies Each Monday 6.00 pm St Nicholas School

CAMEO 1st Wednesday each month 7.45 pm See note above

Explorers Play Group Daily during term times 9.00 am - noon St Nicholas School

Line dancing Each Thursday 7.45 pm See note above

Loose Ends Each Friday 10.30 am See note above

Play and Learn Wednesdays during term time 2 - 3.15 pm See note above

Taekwondo Each Tuesday 6.30 pm See note above

Women’s Institute 3rd Tuesday in each month 7.30 pm School Hall

FRONT COVER

ST NICHOLAS CHURCH

Detail from the window
in the newly refurbished
Carent Corner.

Photo by
Martin Ridgewell
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FROM THE RECTOR

Christmas is a many-sided celebration. It is amazing how many things appear to
never change. But equally striking is what does change.

For me, like most of you I am sure, the abiding memories of Christmas are family ones.
Buying and hiding presents and the hope you have got it right! I do remember the Christ-
mas we got it gloriously wrong - our Ben walked into our sitting room and looked at a
very large package (a doll’s pram) and declared loudly - “My bike!” We thought he want-
ed a Fisher Price Garage. I guess he discovered that telling Father Christmas was not
enough!  I also remember the after-Christmas blues as the credit card statements came
in when I,  and perhaps you, wondered how I was going to cope with them. But the over-
arching memory is of family togetherness and fun.

As we have become older, and our place in the family has become that of grandparents,
then there are subtle and important changes. Now children have grown up and have
families of their own, they rightly want to share Christmas with their in-laws as well as us.
A happy time becomes tinged with a sort of sadness. Even as I am writing this I know it’s
not the right way to say it - but I can’t think of how to put it any better. You only have to
read Dickens “Christmas Carol” to realise how much family Christmases have changed.

Yet at the heart of Christmas is the unchangeable truth of God’s love for the world and
the story of the birth of Jesus.  Angels singing Glory to God! Awestruck shepherds head-
ing for Bethlehem. Magi (wise men) following the star with gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh. And the simple and eternal truth, expressed so well in so many of the Carols we
sing; that for those who will invite him the Christ can, and will, be born in our hearts. He
never refuses this invitation  and with his coming is his love, joy and peace which none
can take from us. And his hope - sure hope - that the day is coming when he will make all
things new.

Have a happy and blessed Christmas

and may God’s blessing be with you as we begin a New Year
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THE 10TH HENSTRIDGE ARTS AND CRAFTS SHOW
April 2013

We will be holding the 10th Arts and Crafts show in the village hall next April.

The repairs to the Village Hall will start soon and should be finished well before then.

So please make sure your exhibit will be ready in time.
It would be nice to make it a super event to show the arsonists they can't get us down!

This is not a competition, just a chance for you to show what you can do and perhaps in-
spire others to follow in your footsteps.

We have lots of space that needs filling so please book yours early.

Wall and window space for hanging pictures etc will be limited to approx. 1 metre wide,
display tables need to be booked in advance as either large or small.

Please call Ann Frost on 01963 363340 to let her know what exhibition space you will need,
and what you are exhibiting, even if you have contacted her before, you may need to con-

firm it again.

Let us see if this year we can make it really special, and show all everyone just what
Henstridge can do.

HENSTRIDGE FOOTBALL CLUB
This season we have lost eight players from the team that had such excellent
results in the past two seasons. Consequently this year has been much harder
and we have struggled to find the same form. We have played eight games in the
Yeovil and District League Premier Division, winning two, drawing one and losing
five.  Even so team spirit is high and we expect our performances to improve as
the season progresses.

If anyone would like to join the club, either as a player or a committee member
please contact me on 01963 362133

Derek Biddiscomrbe

May the spirit of Christmas bring you peace,

the gladness of Christmas give you hope,

and the warmth of Christmas grant you

with many blessings
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ST NICHOLAS CHURCH HENSTRIDGE
I hope many of you have taken or will take the opportunity to view the work that has been com-
pleted in what was known recently as the North Chapel (historically this area was known as the
Toomer Aisle, but to call it The Carent, or The Carent Corner, named after the adjacent 15th century
monument to William Cavent ,is gaining favour. (We are still open for suggestions). The previous
wooden floor has been replaced with new wood, the area has been cleared of pews and the walls
and ceiling have been freshly painted. There are new ceiling lights (which match those recently in-
stalled in the nave) and new heaters.

Our plans are to use the space for community as well as church activities. It has already proved its
worth as some activities, temporarily displaced from the village hall, have moved to the church –
including meetings of the Parish Council. The Church Council is grateful to Michael Smith for the
large part he played in bringing this project to its fruition. The work received a grant of  £5,000
from Viridor Credits Environmental Company, through the Landfill Communities Fund*.

Our next challenge is to replace the floor in the nave, the main body of the church. During the re-
cent work, undertaken by Hammonds of Sturminster Newton, the woodwork under the floor was
found to be in a terrible state! Work to put this right will begin in January. It will take about 6
weeks. While the nave floor is unusable our normal services will take place in the newly restored
area.

Peter Hallett

*Viridor Credits Environmental
Company
distributes funding through the Landfill Com-
munities Fund. Funding is available for com-
munity and environmental projects within
ten miles of an active Viridor landfill site.

Since its inception Viridor Credits has allocat-
ed over £70 million to over a thousand
projects across the UK (including the Hen-

stridge skate park).

AS IT WAS

NEWLY REFURBISHED

WORK IN PROGRESS
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Messy Church.

St Nicholas Church  had its first Messy Church on
31st October .

What is Messy Church? It's for everyone. It's a time
together,  doing things. And then a shared meal / supper. It's a new way of "being church".

Why is it called Messy Church? Maybe like me you thought we were very likely to get messy! We
do spend some time doing crafts, but that wasn't the reason that it was given the name Messy
Church.

Messy because we live Messy lives! We are busy, often disjointed and disfunctional.

We hope to bring people together, mums, dads or grannies and grandads, or single people and
children working and playing together. We would like everyone to join us at Messy Church. We
ask that children come with a parent or carer. Please don't just "send them!"

Our next Messy Church is on Saturday 15th December at 4pm.

We shall enjoy doing Christmasey crafts, maybe some games and maybe some music - all maybes
as we haven't decided just what exactly we will be doing yet.

But we will be sharing a meal together. It will be an easy meal as the Church doesn’t have the fa-
cility to do complicated meals.

So, do come. You are not required to bring a child! We just want you to come and for us to be to-
gether as a community.

We expect to finish by 6 pm. Hope to see you.

Bridget.
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News From Explorers Pre-School
This term we have welcomed two new mem-
bers of staff to Explorers, Jennie Lea and Jessi-
ca Langdon who are both very experienced
practitioners. We have also welcomed four-
teen new children and are nearly at capacity
already for the year which is fantastic for a
small village Pre-School.

The children have enjoyed an autumn walk
and a visit to Quiet Corner Farm with parents
and carers to see and participate in the mak-
ing of apple juice. Thank you once again to
Mrs Thompson for making us welcome.

Autumn this year has led to many outdoor activities and the opportunity to explore the school's
learning garden, willow, muddy mounds and the field. The children really enjoy exploring and
creating works of art with the natural materials that they have found.

For more information or to arrange a visit please phone Mrs Anna Swinburn on 07792240804.
Alternatively you can e-mail explorers.preschool@hotmail.co.uk or visit our website explorers-
preschool.org.uk.

In April 2011, following com-
plaints of fouling, the parish
council was asked to look into the
possibility of banning dogs from
our recreation ground.  Linda and
other dog walkers attended a
parish council meeting and high-
lighted the health benefits that
many parishioners derive from
walking their dogs, and offered
to monitor the situation and re-
port back after two months.
Linda’s efforts in organising dog
walkers resulted in a phenome-
nal improvement and no more
complaints have been received.

Linda has continued to moni-
tor the situation at the recrea-
tion ground, and the village
generally, and reports her
findings to the council every
three months. She challenges
dog walkers who do not pick
up after their dogs, carries a
spare supply of bags for other
people and liaises with the
clerk when needed. The par-
ish council feels her work is of
great value to the community
and is very pleased that her
efforts have been recognised
by Somerset   County Council.

LINDA JONES RECEIVES SCC CHAIRMAN'S
AWARD FOR SERVICES TO THE COMMUNITY

Linda Jones receiving her award
from SCC Chairman John Edney
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NEWS FROM THE LION’S DEN
Welcome to the latest news bulletin from the BLACKMORE VALE LIONS CLUB.

It does not seem possible that Christmas is nearly here again and we at the Lions are
already busy preparing the Christmas Float in readiness for the 1st December when we
start our annual Christmas collections.

This year Father Christmas will visit Henstridge on Tuesday 18th December and Wednesday 19th

December and our collections will enable us to help the Henstridge Village Hall.

The Summer has been as busy as ever. We again manned the information booths at the Great Dorset
Steam Fair selling many thousands of the event’s programmes.

Our other fund raisers included running the Real Ale Tent at the Oak Fair and helping at the
Sturminster Newton Cheese Festival.

St Nicolas C of E Primary School again took part in the Lions annual Peace Poster competition and
once more there were some outstanding entrants from very talented children. Well done to all !

Again thank you to all of you that have supported and helped us throughout the year.

The Club now has four Henstridge Lions including myself we have Lions John Graham, Keith Water-
house and our newest member George Wagland.

However we are always looking to increase our membership: if you are interested you will find full
details on our web site � or phone our membership secretary Lion Keith on 363998 or me on 363281.

Our motto as ever is “we serve”.                                                                         Lion Peter Oswick

Have you got the "Message in
a bottle" bottle?

This is a simple, but possibly life saving,
device for all those on medication,
whether living on their own, or not.

It is a small white and green plastic bottle
that goes in the fridge containing details of your con-
tacts and list of medication in case of an emergency.
There are two labels with the kit, one to go on the in-
side of the front door and the second on the fridge
door. The idea is that when you need the emergency
services they can immediately see where you have

stored the details, and can then take the necessary ac-
tion.

The only proviso is that you MUST make sure it is kept
up to date.

The kits have been provided by the Blackmore Lions
and are available free of charge from Ann Frost at 10

Park Road, or on 01 963 363 340.

You never know when you may need help!

Cliff Frost

Henstridge
Line Dancers

For the time being we are
meeting in St Nicholas Church at

the usual time of 7-45 pm on
Thursday evenings. The cost is
£3.  Do come and join us for
some fun and good exercise.

For more information con-
tact Ros Browning

363016
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Henstridge Rainbows and Brownies

Brownies have been working this term for their science badge and the
history of the Pearly Kings and Queens. They have learnt how to sew on
buttons and have created a beautiful patchwork cushion cover with button
motifs. They have made water music using different levels of water in empty
wine bottles and made an acid/alkali indicator from red cabbage. 3 Brown-
ies and 4 Rainbows have made their promise and the last of our original Rainbows has moved onto
Brownies. The slightly larger number means we can sometimes play games during the shared half
hour we have with both groups. A group of leaders from all over the South West Region (Cornwall to
Berkshire) has been working to produce a nature resource called Rustle Bustle Squeak and I went
with a brownie and rainbow to a launch day at a school near Salisbury. The girls learnt to make bird
tables, make bird feeders and create beautiful butterfly biscuits. The resource offers hours of fun for
all ages, not just for young people. The bats we made at Messy church were one of the things on
offer.

We are looking forward to being creative for Christmas, to enjoying the night sky and being able to
lend a hand at the Christingle Service.

We have spaces for new members and for transfers if families move into the area and we have
strong links with the Guide unit in Templecombe and with the Ranger unit based in the area. There
is something for girls of all ages.

Please keep collecting aluminium cans for us and ask about Easy fund raising which has so far raised
£1000 for the Guides in Templecombe. This does not cost you anything, but if you shop online please
ask for a leaflet and think about us before you do.

Brown Owl/Woodpecker

HONEY
 If you think the weather this summer has been bad, spare a thought for us, the

workers who have been stuck inside our hives for too many days this year. Our
Queens have found it difficult to mate as they like to choose a fine, warm, sunny

day to fly out and attract a suitable husband and there have been few of those this
year. Conditions inside the hives got very cramped as we had to stay indoors for so long

and to relieve the boredom we created lots of wax sculptures. We thought they were lovely; Ken
didn’t as they made extracting the honey much harder.

There still is honey for tea as we made the most of  the sunshine and worked our socks off to bring
in as much pollen and nectar as we could and Ken has a store from last year. Honey, candles,
furniture polish, fat free mincemeat and hand cream will be on sale at the Gift Day soup lunch on 8th
December or, if you can’t be there, place an order by giving Ken a ring.(He’s finished making the skep
you saw at apple day and repaired a couple of old ones as well!)

Please think of us when you are deciding what plants to grow in your gardens next year and choose
bee friendly ones. We hope normal service will return next year.
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Welcome back to St Nicholas Church of England Primary School. It’s hard to believe we are in mid
November already and Christmas Nativity Rehearsals have commenced.

This term has been, yet again, a wonderfully rewarding and busy term for all. Well done to all our new
pupils (both our fantastic groups of Reception children and also new pupils in other year groups -  even
as far as New Zealand!) All have settled into school life with us exceptionally well and I would like to say
thank you to our current pupils for looking after our new starts. This week was Governors’ monitoring
week and the support was super – many reported on how caring and kind the children were to one
another. Our new ‘Golden Rules’ are key to our happy, safe school and each pupil continues to work
hard to ensure they support these every day. I would like to say thank you to our dedicated Governing
Body for making such an effort to cover this week. The comments will be most helpful in driving us to
further successes and also as tools of encouragement to staff, pupils and parents. Thank you also to the
parents who submitted their questionnaires – lots of excellent ideas to include in future strategic
development.

The teachers and their classes continue to be very busy and active and lots of new learning experiences
and skills have been enjoyed by all this term. Here are a few tasters of what we did:

Butterfly Class moved into their new classroom and new decking area. It really is a fantastic space for
learning and the views from the top of our extensive field to the Blackmore Vale are certainly ones for
some upcoming Art sessions. A huge thank you to staff (and their husbands and children) for working
many extra hours in August to have the room ready for the children. I also want to thank one of our
governors, Mr Atkins, for his guidance and expert advice in both construction and legal matters. I found
his patience and knowledge to be invaluable in working alongside Somerset County Council. Please do
come and visit us to see our new space in action.  Mrs Marshall and her class would love to welcome
you. Thank you also to Mrs Pratt, our Year 4 afternoon teacher, who worked many long hours to set up
our other new working space. The children and staff are really enjoying lots of new resources and space
to learn and develop new skills. This term I have had the privilege of showing many new families around
St Nicholas and I continue to be very proud of both my staff and pupils. Thank you also to these new
parents who have emailed me and phoned me after their visits, stating their very positive comments
about the ethos of the school, the learning environment, the behaviour and attitude of the pupils and
much more.

This year we continue to focus on Literacy and Numeracy skills – very well done to our Year 6 pupils who,
once again, exceeded the national data. We achieved 100% level 4 plus in all areas with some areas
reaching 67% Level 5. We have also introduced 3 other subjects for this year’s focus: Art, Music and PE
with Competitive Sports. Already we are seeing pleasing results and thank you to Mrs Carswell who
organised a fantastic training day with the local artist, Mr Colin Bell. Lots of fun was had by all and the
afternoon proved to be extremely therapeutic while we painted with a range of tools and top tips from
Colin.  These skills will be transferred to the children’s Art sessions to help them see that they too can
produce wonderful pieces for all to enjoy.

Music continues to develop and our brass tuition has now filtered into Year 4. Currently, all pupils in this
year group and also in Year 5 and 6 enjoy weekly lessons; the teachers are learning too! We are also
looking forward to setting up private lessons for those wishing to learn another instrument – if you know
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of an excellent piano tutor (or any other instrument) please do phone me in the school office. I am
currently in touch with one tutor but we will need more adult support for teaching.

We also have a super sports coach from Sporting World who is having a very pleasing impact on the
pupils and their sports skills. We are now looking at extending her teaching to allow for more after
school sports clubs from January. Again, if you know of any good sports teacher/experts, please do let
me know as soon as possible.

The children have also enjoyed trips out this term. We had a wonderful wellie walk to our local orchard
and the children were introduced to many different varieties of apples. We also enjoyed our chocolate
and sprinkles apple dipping afternoon – lots of licking of lips and bright eyes while cooking! We had
fantastic learning days at King Arthurs School – an art, music and cooking morning and an outdoor
learning day (the children made very impressive willow models). We pride ourselves here in working
closely with local schools and it is superb to see them tapping into our skills and vice versa. The future
of any school is building up positive working relationships with colleagues and my staff, governors and
I continue to look forward to more successes in the coming months.

We continue to enjoy our celebration services and it is just great to see so many mums, dads and family
members attending; thank you for re-arranging your work commitments. We do appreciate that it is not
possible for every parent to attend.

At the end of this term, you will be able to see more of our work on our brand new website. We hope
you enjoy seeing our photos of what we do on a weekly basis. Each teacher will be updating their own
class tab with current photos and messages.

Well done to our Numeracy (Maths) team  in Year 5 and 6 who came third in a recent local school
challenge at KA. All local schools were represented and we would like to congratulate our friends at
Wincanton  and also at Milborne Port for coming first and second respectively. The scores were close so
this allowed us all to celebrate in good spirits!

This week, the children are so excited about two special events: Mr Chris Sperring from Somerset
Wildlife is visiting us with Beau the barn owl and also on Friday we are all celebrating St Nicholas Church
of England Primary School’s 140years Anninversary. The children planned many of the activities – for
example dressing up in Victorian clothes, playing games from 1870s, sketching different parts of the old
school house, cooking potatoes in Cobby our clay oven, baking special treats and tucking into our special
anniversary cake! (It will be large enough to feed 100 mouths so let’s hope everyone gets a slice.) We
will also be looking at many of the old artefacts that have been stored from past years. Look out for us
in the BVM magazine.

Finally, I wish to thank everyone who supports our school. If you have visited us you will know that Mrs
Lomas is sadly no longer with us. However, our new administrative and finance officers have settled well
in to their new office re-fit and have worked extremely hard to re-organise and make it their own space.
Both Mrs Crosby and Mrs Billington have found our school to be extremely welcoming, supportive and
happy. Thank you to everyone who has made them feel so welcome and have supported them in their
new start.

 In finishing now, we would like to invite you to the following events; do come along and support your
growing village school. We are now up to 86 pupils and will soon be reaching the nineties.

Diary Dates: (1) PTA jumble sale & car boot sale in the school on Saturday 24th November at 2pm – 4pm
(2) Christingle Service on Sunday 2nd December at 5pm in the local church with Rev Hallett  (3)  PTA
Christmas Market on Friday 14th December at 6pm – 8pm in the school (4) Our whole school nativity
production on Thursday 20th December at 2pm in the village church.

We wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful 2013.

Mrs Alison Shearer
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Idiot vandals set fire
to the Village Hall
on 30th July 2012

VILLAGE HALL UPDATE - NOVEMBER 2012

As I am sure you are all aware the village hall was the subject of an arson attack on 30 July.  The fire
was started at the back of the hall in the alcove by the changing rooms.  The main damage was to
the lounge and the changing rooms, however the whole hall has been out of bounds due to damage
to the internal wall between the lounge and the main hall.

The police reported they had questioned two young men, but they were released due to lack of
evidence.  The case is still open, so if anyone has any information relating to the fire please call 101
and help the police. This is the third fire at the hall in the last few years and although we are covered
by our insurance, the chances are it will be very hard for us to get the hall insured again when our
renewal is due in June.

We have recently held two meetings with people from the village to gain your views on restoring the
hall or putting the insurance pay out into a fund towards replacing the hall.  The general consensus
was that, although everyone would love a new hall and appreciate it is rather galling putting £50,000
(approx.) into a hall that eventually we want to pull down, we are desperate to have our hall and
changing rooms back as soon as possible.  So the hall will be repaired and the changing rooms
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upgraded to Football Association  standards.  The Loss Adjustors have also agreed to make the back
wall flush to reduce the risk of further fires being started in the alcove.

The process of getting the hall up and running again has been frustratingly slow; this has been mainly
due to hold ups via the Loss Adjustors; the asbestos survey took 6 weeks to come back!! However
they are now collating quotes from builders and work should start by the end of November, with a
completion date in February 2013.

At one of the village meetings we discussed setting up a sub committee to concentrate on raising
funds to build a hall in the future; it is recognized this may take many years. But I am really pleased
to say the inaugural meeting has been held and a small committee will be consulting with current
users of the hall and all members of the village, to gain your views on what kind of hall we need for
our village. The tricky bit will be the raising of funds.  We have asked the Parish Council to look at
raising the council tax precept (this is the part of your council tax that our Parish Council has a say on
and is to be used for things within our village). They are still considering this.  I would also like to take
this opportunity to ask the readers of Wot’s On, if they would like to donate a one off payment or to
set up a monthly standing order that would initiate our funding pot for a new hall. If you do, please
contact either Ann Frost (our Treasurer) or myself for further details.

We are still looking for new committee members, to replace the majority of members who will be
retiring in May next year.  I have listed below the types of roles that form a committee, these could
include:

Chair-person – responsible for the legal side of the charity and the main link to the charity commis-
sion, together with chairing all meetings.

Secretary – responsible for setting agendas and taking minutes at meetings

Finance – responsible for keeping accounts on all our income and expenditure, (these accounts will
be independently examined each year by an Accountant)

Booking Clerk – responsible for all bookings and liaising with the finance person and cleaner.

Maintenance – responsible for getting quotes for works, meeting trades people on site etc.

Fundraising – responsible for organising fundraising events and delegating tasks to other members.

Of course the new committee can arrange itself as it sees fit, but I thought this would give you a taste
of skills required.  No previous experience is necessary as we are happy to show you the ropes.

The village hall really needs your support right now, please help in whatever way you can.

Many thanks

Sam Best, Chair
01963 362486
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News from a Quiet Corner
Apple day on Sunday 21st October turned out to be yet another hugely enjoyable event thanks
entirely to the wonderful team of volunteers whose fears of rain and cars getting bogged down
proved groundless.  I did see one car being pushed out but all went well.   It was wonderful to see so
many children who created amazingly happy apple men as well as a colourful display of apple
paintings. A big thank you to Alison Shearer, head of our school, who enthusiastically organised the
competition.  The apple cake contest had a good and delicious entry but how about a set recipe for
a traditional apple cake next year?  You might be surprised at the resultant variation in cooking.

It was such a pleasure to welcome Andy Dike and his family and to be entertained by Alison Dike, the
folk singer, as well as a group of young musicians from the village.  It was such a lovely picture of
Alison in the BVM that I have ordered a print to frame and hang on my wall.

In spite of a very poor crop of apples caused by a cold and wet May and the bees’ reluctance to get
out of their beds to pollinate the blossom, happily the pippins, being mid-season apples and
therefore flowering later when it was warmer, did produce quite a good crop.  We have made some
delicious juice so Andy Dike’s Superstore will get some to sell after all.

The final night of the BVM’s “Screen Bite” food and film festival was a hilarious success with a full
house in Sturminster Exchange to sample all the delicious tastings, with our hot mulled apple juice
being very popular.  This festival is held to showcase local food producers and to encourage shoppers
to buy their distinctive products and to cut down on food miles.  Dikes now stock more than 100 lines
from local producers, including Quiet Corner Farm’s apple juice.  Then it was upstairs to the cinema
to laugh our way through that delightful film “The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel”.  Thank you BVM for
inviting Quiet Corner Farm, - it’s been great fun.

What’s next?  Come Wassailing on January 17th.  I hope to see you all then.

Patricia Thompson    01963 363045
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

We regret that the Women’s Fel-
lowship does not meet anymore.
We do go to the Wednesday morn-
ing Communion at 10.00am in the
Vicarage.

If you would be interested in start-
ing up the Fellowship meetings
again please speak to Rev. Peter
Hallett 362266 and/or Betty
Schofield 362465.

AT LYTES CARY
THE WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP FINAL

OUTING

At long last we have some good news.

It has been agreed to have a 20mph zone on the A357 by the School and
this will be in place soon.

The pinch point on the A357 at the Southern edge of the village is to be
relocated more towards the Somerset/ Dorset border.

The County Council have allocated money to provide Speed Indicator
Devices (SIDS) in villages throughout the County. We already see them on the Henstridge stretch of
the A30 and now following a request from the County Council our Parish Council have provided
details of proposed sites within the village on the A357.

The Parish Council are also arranging for the local PCSO to meet with our committee to agree more
positive speed camera action.

For more information please contact your nearest committee member.

   Peter Oswick  363281
   Cliff Frost      363340
   Dennis Bell            362034
   Will Gillam 363581
  Parish Council liaisor is Paul Brighten  362602
      Email :- peter.oswick@btinternet.com

Faith makes all things possible,
Hope makes all things work,

Love makes all things beautiful.
May you have all the three for this Christmas!

Merry Christmas!
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After very mixed weather this past summer, the CAMEO summer garden
party finished off the season nicely.

Following the fire at the village hall, the September meeting was held in St
Nicholas church. However, until further notice,  future meetings will be

held in the Village School. As usual, these will be on the first Wednesday of each month at  7.45pm.

In S eptember Emily Blanchard from Stourhead gave us a very interesting talk and slide show about
“Putting the House to Bed”

In October Andrew Braud brought along some armour he had made and gave us a fascinating talk on
14th century armour.

The November speaker was Nick Barton who talked about Addiction and helping parents and
children come closer together to help deal with their problems.

Our December meeting will close 2012 and will be a Fish and Chip supper followed by “Call My Bluff”.

At our first 2013 meeting Martin Else will talk about “Cooking fish for Valentine’s Day”

We wish a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all.

CAMEO is on the 1st Wednesday of each month at 7-45 and will be in St. Nicholas School until fur-
ther notice.  Cost £1-50

For more details please contact Ros Browning on 363016

St Nicholas Bell Ringers

Our church has a really fine set of bells, some of them
dating back to the early 1600s. Why don’t you come
along and learn to ring these historic bells. Anyone is
welcome from ten to those in their eighties. So why don’t
you give our Bell captain, Ellen Edwards, a call on 01963
362282 and join us to keep this ancient and fascinating
art alive in Henstridge.

Our practice sessions are held on Tuesday evenings and we provide training for beginners.

HENSTRIDGE ART GROUP
We have enjoyed a period of working in the church (due to the closure of the
village hall) where we have continued to meet on Monday mornings from 10 a.m.
to 12 noon.  We have all worked happily on our own projects using various media.

However in the New Year, we are unsure of our venue and can only say this will
depend on how the work progresses in the village hall and the church.  When we
know more about the situation, we will display a notice in the village  shop/Post
office to let you know more details
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TREES
The magnificent Plane tree in the recreation ground has
been showing its age recently, so council decided to
have it checked out by a specialist. The result was that
the tree, possibly up to 300 years old, could do with a
little help as it ages gracefully. Accordingly we are going
to mulch around part of the canopy, in an effort to
recreate woodland conditions and help feed the tree.
We are also asking the cricket club not to use heavy
mowing equipment near the tree, as this compacts the
earth, and mow the grass to a height of no lower than
1.5 inches. Hopefully these simple and inexpensive
measures will add years to the life of this great tree.

People have also been asking about Ash die-back; I was
going to write about this, but it is such a fast-moving

story that I can only recommend that you regularly check the website of the Forestry Commission
(www.forestry.gov.uk) and not believe everything you read in the press. To add to the difficult
situation, the disease causes the tree to die back, which is extremely hard to check at the moment,
since this is Autumn, and all deciduous trees are dying back!

Enjoy the Autumn colours.
Simon Cullum

THE SCHOOL’S BUTTERFLY CLASS ON
THEIR WALK ROUND QUIET CORNER

FARM (SEE SCHOOL REPORT ON PAGE 8)
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Henstridge WI
The past few months have been quite busy.

To commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
we arranged for a Sorbus appropriately called
Olympic Flame, to be planted by Castle Gardens
in the Parish Cemetery on July 25th.The tree
planting was attended by members of the WI,
the village and BVM. Since planting the tree has
been looked after by Mr. George Edwards. A
photo appeared in the Blackmore Vale paper.

Members attended and enjoyed a Strawberry
supper evening with music hosted by Horsing-
ton WI in July, and a lunch at Cucklington village
hall in August hosted by Wincanton WI.

Instead of meeting in the School Hall in August
we had a fun evening in Yeovil, ten pin bowling.

The croquet season finished in September with
an inter-group match, a member from Milborne
Port was the overall winner. The afternoon con-
cluded with a cream tea.

Some members attended the group business
meeting held at the WI centre in Milborne Port.

The topic at the September meeting was riding
for the disabled; a week later an evening talk at
Castle Gardens was followed by a meal at the
Virginia Ash.

In October the topic was “Angels – Ancient and
Modern” which was very interesting.

The last skittles match of the year was in Octo-
ber between Horsington and Henstridge WI’s,
this was won by Henstridge.

On November 7th three members visited Den-
man College, Marcham near Abingdon by coach
for the day with forty other WI members from
different parts of Somerset. We were offered
coffee/tea on arrival, and then followed a cook-
ery demonstration by Jane Hornby, lunch, a tour
round the main house, accommodation, the
classrooms and cookery school. The day con-
cluded with a cream tea prior to the journey

home. A wide range of courses are on offer
from day schools to residential courses.

Although Denman is the WI’s centre of learning,
it is open for members and non-members, male
and female. Denman also has facilities for bed
and breakfast and other meals, if you want to
visit the area.

Saturday 10th November was Somerset County
Federation of WI’s AGM held at Westlands Lei-
sure centre Yeovil. The morning was taken up
with business and reports and the afternoon
was the presentation of trophies, cups and cer-
tificates.

The AGM’s competition of a flower arrange-
ment in a cup and saucer was entered by Mary
Frith on behalf of Henstridge WI. Mary’s ar-
rangement won first prize and she was present-
ed with the Portman cup.

The afternoon speaker was Paul Atterbury who
was charming, eloquent and humorous. His talk
was entitled ‘From Andy Pandy to the Antiques
Roadshow’. He gave an account of his life from
a small boy with his mother who was the pup-
peteer for Andy Pandy to the present day in-
cluding his role in the Antiques Roadshow.

Members provided shoeboxes and three large
bags of knitted garments to the Shoebox Appeal
by Blythswood Care. The gifts are distributed to
various countries in time for Christmas.

Our next meeting is the AGM and then in De-
cember instead of meeting in the School Hall we
are having a Christmas meal at the Virginia Ash.

The Carol Service this year is being hosted by
Milborne Port WI on December 19th at St.
John’s Church at 6.30pm.

The WI meets on the third Tuesday of the
month at 7.30pm in St. Nicholas School Hall, vis-
itors welcome. If you would like more informa-
tion contact Margaret Hunt 01963 363071.
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ORGANISATION CONTACT

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards - 362282

Brownies Jane Jeanes - 370769

CAMEO club Ros Browning - 363016

Church Services Rev Peter Hallett - 362266

Cricket Club Matt Fryer - 370074

Explorers’ Playgroup Mrs Anna Swinburn
07792240804/01963 363228

Football Club Derek Biddiscombe - 362133

Henstridge Art Group

Line Dancing Ros Browning - 363016

Loose Ends Dave Rabone - 362892

Parish Council Zöe Godden (Clerk) - 01747 826722

Play & Learn Tina or Frances - 01963 31842

St Nicholas Church of England Primary School -  Secretary Mrs Nicola Lomas - 362308

Taekwondo Lance Fuller - 0757 42484

Village Hall Lesley - 364749 or Sam - 362486

Womens’ Institute Margaret Hunt -  363071

Societies Clubs and Organisations
Henstridge
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THE REVD PETER HALLETT
THE VICARAGE, CHURCH STREET, HENSTRIDGE BA8 0QE

TEL: 01963 362266
 halatvic@btinternet.com

CHURCHWARDENS

OFFICERS OF THE PCCVice-Chair

JANE JEANES
BOWDEN FARM COTTAGE

BOWDEN

Tel :370769

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

Treasurer

RICHARD SCAMBLER
8 WESSEX COURT

HENSTRIDGE

TEL:363919

richard.scambler@btinternet.c

This magazine is published by The Parochial Church Council of St Nicholas Church, Henstridge.

Printed by Gerald French - 01963 363497

JANE JEANES

BOWDEN FARM COTTAGE

BOWDEN

Tel :370769

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

RICHARD SCAMBLER
8 WESSEX COURT

HENSTRIDGE

TEL:363919

richard.scambler@btinternet.com

ST NICHOLAS CHURCH HENSTRIDGE

Come and join us

St Nicholas Church
15th December

4 pm

ALL GROWN-UPS AND CHILDREN ARE WELCOME
F R E E


