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HENSTRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Ashbourne House, Marsh Lane, Henstridge, BA8 0TG  -Tel: 01963 362937
Dates of Parish Council meetings are displayed on the Village Notice Board or see

www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

Normal arrangements for regular meetings in Henstridge
Always confirm with the contact listed on inside back cover that a meeting on a

particular date is taking place
Art Group Each Monday 10.00 am - noon Village Hall

Bell Ringers Each Tuesday 7.30 pm Church Tower

Brownies Each Monday 6.00 pm St Nicholas School

CAMEO 1st Wednesday each month 7.45 pm Village Hall

Explorers Play Group Daily during term times 9.00 am - noon St Nicholas School

Line dancing Each Thursday 7.45 pm Village Hall

Loose Ends Each Friday 10.30 am Village Hall

Play and Learn Wednesdays during term time 2 - 3.15 pm Village Hall side room

Taekwondo Each Tuesday 6.30 pm Village Hall

Women’s Fellowship Ring Betty Schofield (362465) for de-
tails

2.00 pm Vicarage

Women’s Institute 3rd Tuesday in each month 7.30 pm School Hall

The information on the list of contacts is, hopefully, correct at the time of going to press.

If there are any inaccuracies, please inform:-
Gerald French - 363497

The assistance of Roy Schofield , Jenny Bates and David Rabone in compiling this issue
is gratefully acknowledged.

Many of the excellent photographs were taken by Roy.

"IN A RAY OF SUNSHINE"

There's no better place to see a
stunning carpet of snowdrops than
at Kingston Lacy near Wimborne.
This delightful study of a group of
snowdrops caught in a ray of sun-
shine was taken by Roy Schofield
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The Revd Peter Hallett

One of the ‘joys’ of having my birthday on 1st April is that I get to experience the full force of April
Fool’s Day. Some of my earliest memories recall opening empty boxes - sometimes boxes within
boxes - just to find fresh air and the message: “April Fool!” April Fool’s Day has a very long history -
the first reference to it is reckoned to be found in Chaucer writing in 1392. Its observance is not on-
ly ancient - it is international - with all sorts of traditions.

It’s always fun catching someone out - not always so when you’re the victim. I remember when I
was at Tech College having a lecture in electronics. The lecturer came in and began talking about
electricity and how it induces magnetism - going into great detail about how the magnetic field
goes around the wire in the same direction as beans growing up a pole. And so he carried on until
he fled the room in hysterical laughter - and we knew we’d been had!

Sometimes someone is regarded as a fool simply because they are indeed foolish! But sometimes
it’s just because what they are saying so goes against the grain that you can hardly believe it. So it
was for people like Galileo who said the speed at which something falls to the ground does not de-
pend on how heavy it is. They thought he was a fool until he did a famous experiment by dropping
different size and weight balls off the leaning tower of Pisa. Everyone was surprised when the balls
hit the ground at the same time! Then it was his doubters who looked the fool.

St Paul spoke about the foolishness of the message that he proclaimed - and how the foolishness of
God was wiser than the wisdom of men. At the heart of his message was the proclamation that a
man who had been executed by the Romans had been physically raised from the dead by the pow-
er of God - that by this action the power of death had been destroyed - that the day would come
when this dead man risen from the dead would come back and judge all people. When Paul pro-
claimed this in the great public lecture theatre in Athens in ancient Greece the clever folk laughed
at him. Whatever else happens to dead people, they thought, they do not get physically raised nor
come to be our judge.

And yet this foolish message has the power to change the world. Happy Easter.
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The year got off to a good start.  Although a very cold night we had a good turn
out for Jane Jeanes’ very interesting talk on “ Community Resilience”.  As you
can see from our programme we have lots of interesting talks coming up.  New
Faces are always welcome so please come along to our next meeting.

For any information ring me, Ros browning, on  01 963 363 016

Please note that all the Meetings start at 7.45pm in Village Hall, and are open to anyone.

Entry is only £2.00 and includes refreshments

Come And Meet Each Other
and have a friendly evening with a difference, away from the box.

April 4th Poole Harbour and its birds Illustrated talk by Neil Gartshore

May 2nd Vision in Africa Illustrated talk by Simon Frackiewicz

June 6th Skittles Bird in Hand

July 4th Garden Party At Ros’s

August No Meeting

September 5th Putting the House to Bed Talk by Emily Blanchard

November 7th Addiction - Moving Parents & Children Empact

December 5th  Fish & Chip Supper

Editorial Apology.  In the CAMEO item in the last issue of Wot‘s On it was stated that the speaker for October, David Hawkes,
had to cancel as his son had passed away.  This information was not correct. Unfortunately it was Mr Hawkes who had
passed away not his son.  This mistake was entirely my fault and I apologise most sincerely to the Hawkes family for any
distress this may have caused.        Roy Schofield

A superb concert was performed by the Sherborne Youth Band in
St Nicholas Church on 21st March. A highlight of the evening was

the augmentation of the band  by pu-
pils from St Nicholas C of E Primary
School, seen here inthe front row, who
played rousing renditions of Rocket
Man, The Lion Sleeps and Get the Low-
down.
Fundraising events during the evening
raising £327 which will be used in the
purchase of cushions to fit the church
pews.

The Sherborne Youth Band kindly gave
their performance without charge.

BAND CONCERT IN
ST NICHOLAS CHURCH
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We need the regular financial support of our Friends to
help continue and develop our work.

Our work is to help people living in and around Wincanton to improve
their physical, mental and emotional health and wellbeing through enjoyable, sociable and creative
activities, volunteering and opportunities for learning new skills. The Balsam Centre was set up by
local people 12 years ago, as an independent health and social charity to do just that.

For example, our Well Bean project worked successfully with over 1,000 people with a range of
mental health conditions, especially depression, in the last three years to help them make significant
and sustained changes and was described by many as ‘a lifeline’. The grant for this has come to an
end and the Centre is now focusing on raising money to continue this work.

We need to cover the costs of an experienced mental health worker who can help people with
difficulties ranging from isolation to long term conditions and crisis.

By signing up as a Friend and demonstrating local support you will provide us with a very powerful
argument when applying for grants.

So we are immensely grateful to our Friends for regular gifts, which help us plan financially to
continue to meet local needs. If you would like to become a Friend of the Centre, contact Sue Place,
Balsam Centre, Wincanton, BA9 9HB Tel 01963 31842

HENSTRIDGE LINE DANCING GROUP
We are a friendly group who meet every Thursday in the village hall from 7.45
until 8.45.

Do come along for a dance and a chat.  The cost is £3 per session.  All are
welcome to come and join in the fun.

For information contact Ros Browning on 363016

St Nicholas Bell Ringers

Bell ringing is good fun and helps keep you fit.

We are fortunate to have a really fine set of bells in our church
in Henstridge, some of them dating back to the early 1600s.

Our practice sessions are held on Tuesday evenings and we will provide training for beginners.

Anyone can learn to ring, from ten to those in their eighties.  So why don’t you give our Bell captain,
Ellen Edwards, a call on 01963 362282 and join us to keep this ancient and fascinating art alive in
Henstridge.

One day a postman was greeted by a boy and a huge dog. The postman said to the boy, "does
your dog bite?" "No," replied the boy. Just then the huge dog bit the postman. The man yelled, "I
thought your dog doesn't bite!" "He doesn't," replied the boy, "that's not my dog!"
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We are now in our 6th year and we seem to go from strength to strength. Although we have several
husband and wife pairs who have run a Friday for us, Dennis Coffin & I recently became the first all
male pairing to wield the tea towel and serve the coffee. There was much laughter and comment,
but we coped. Another first occurred when we had a Christmas outing to the Grotto at Castle
Gardens, Sherborne. We filled the CATbus and were surprised to find many other Henstridge folk
there. On our return, we had a Soup Lunch Party in the village hall (thanks to Cherry and her helpers).
Again, we must thank Cherry and Bill Tolley for organising the group who sang Widdecombe Fair at

‘A Bit of a Do!’ Good fun was had by all,
I do declare!

Our Loose Ends café meets every Friday
morning, 10.30 am to noon, in the
lounge at the Village Hall. There is al-
ways a good crowd but a few more are
always welcome.  We will be open on
Good Friday as usual. Happy Easter eve-
ryone and many thanks to our large
group of volunteers.

David Rabone
Tel. no. 362892

RAINBOWS AND BROWNIES
    We are looking forward to the lighter evenings so that we can be out and about in the village.
We are going to be joining other units to celebrate the Queen's Diamond Jubilee and Rainbows
25th birthday.As the picture shows we made chains and small placards for the service for the
Women's World day of prayer and while we were making these we talked about how unfairly
women are treated in many parts of the world.

    If you shop in Sainsburys please consider donat-
ing the vouchers to us as we would like to purchase
some equipment this year. Also please keep col-
lecting aluminium cans,just wash and squash and
donate.

       Rainbows can start when they are 5 years
old,Brownies at 7. We are in need of more girls to
make our units bigger and better.

Please ring 01963 370769 to tell Woodpecker or
Brown Owl you would like to join us.
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BIT OF A DO!
In February 2011 a group that were at Loose Ends enjoying coffee together said "We're bored! What
can we do to pass a few weeks?".       And so Bit of a Do was born!

An event was planned - Dinner and Entertainment. The tickets sold out immediately and so we did a
second Bit of a Do a couple of weeks later than the first.

It was enjoyed soooo much that Another Bit of a Do was asked for this year! And so it was!  We
danced and sang and generally had a great time for two nights and called them A Bit of a Do Two!
Oh we also provided a meal for all those lovely people who came to see us having a great time.

All in all we had a fantastic time. Thank you to everyone. Thank you to the cooks and the washer-
uppers, the organisers and the entertainers.

The event was not planned to raise money - but it has made good contributions to both Church and
village hall funds.

I understand that Bit of a Do Three is already in the diary for next year.  BE AWARE - you need to book
early and to let Bridget (362266) know if you wish to play a part on the entertainment side.

ABSOLUTELY BRILLIANT!
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NEWS FROM A QUIET CORNER

This is a lovely opportunity to thank so many of
you for the love and kindness shown to me and
my family following the death of Brian.  As he
requested his ashes have joined Truffles in her
little garden, where we have planted more
snowdrops and narcissus dug up from the drive-
way.  Neither bulbs mind being moved.  Do walk
along Oak Vale Lane to see the snowdrops in the
bank above the ditch, soon to be followed by
daffodils.  I am happy to share snowdrops on
request.

The entry form has arrived for the Apple Juice classes at the Bath and West show, quite a shock to
think it’s nearly come round again!  Deadline is April 12th so we are having a tasting on Sunday 31st

March at 3p.m. to decide what to send in.  If anyone would like to join us and add their expertise do
let me know.  Two places only so get in quick!

We had a pruning day in January, led by David Godden, when five stalwarts turned up to shape up
some more trees to let in light and air and perhaps learn a little more about this craft which many
people fear to tackle.

A lot of folk enjoyed a hugely noisy wassailing on January 17th.  What fun it is to keep up these pagan
rites of bringing prosperity to the orchard.

Bottles, or rather a lack of them: believe it or not a bottle, plus cap and label, costs more than 50p.
Because our juice is now proudly displayed in Dikes superstore we lose more than 100 bottles a
month.  So please do save your clean empties and leave them in our back porch where you will find
an honesty box and book.  Please enter your name and take what you are owed at 15p/bottle.  But
please no more wine bottles as removing the labels is just too much work.

Apple day will be celebrated on the correct day this year, Sunday October 21st.  Two more dates for
your diary are Sundays July1st and 8th when a group of friends is planning to help run two garden
parties at Quiet Corner Farm to raise money for a loo in the church.  The idea at the moment is to
have one party in Victorian dress with stalls selling nice, useful things and the other for a Henstridge
Antiques Roadshow.  There will be sumptuous teas of course!

Comments and suggestions would be welcome please.

Patricia Thompson   01963 363045
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HENSTRIDGE ART GROUP

Henstridge Art Group meet for
painting and drawing in the Village
Hall on Mondays from 10 am to 12
noon.

We have no tutor, but work on our own projects using
watercolour, pastels, acrylic paints, charcoal, etc at our
own pace. Very relaxed!

We shall not meet for two weeks on 2nd April and 9th
April but shall be in the  Village Hall on 16th April. If you
would like to visit us we shall be happy to welcome you.
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A warm welcome back to St Nicholas C of E Pri-
mary School; here’s a glimpse of what we have
been up to this term midst refreshing daffodils
awakening in our learning garden and busy birds
visiting our picturesque school pond. A heartfelt
thank you to my staff for ensuring our pupils
enjoy a lively, relevant approach to their daily
curriculum. Thank you also to our heavily com-
mitted Board of Governors (some of whom visit
weekly – thank you Jenny, Norman and Robin)
for supporting us in all we do for our pupils.
Continued recent successes are due to excellent
team work in all areas of school life here at St
Nicholas.

Firstly, thank you to our volunteers from the
village and beyond. It is super having so many
talented adults in to work alongside our children.
Special thanks to Mrs A Frost, Mrs P Reynolds,
Mr S Groves, Mrs L Dimmick and Miss N Lawler
who assist us with reading and sports. If anyone
else out there thinks he/she has a particular skill
or interest in an area of the curriculum, please do
come in and have a chat; for example, we are
keen to commence a sewing/knitting course for
both boys and girls at some stage soon.

This term we have enjoyed another two new
clubs run by expert leaders. The children are

really enjoying Neil’s environmental club each
week as well as Jon’s Friday tennis club; it is
fantastic to see our Year 1 and Year 2 pupils
receiving expert tennis coaching each week as
well as learning many new design and technolo-
gy skills from Neil. A huge thank you to my staff
for running Art/Craft, Ribbon Dance, Construc-
tion and many more after school clubs each
week. The children are very much enjoying and
benefiting from these fun, social sessions. Lunch-
time chess club is a huge success and we plan to
move it to an after school session in the Summer
Term.

Well done to parents, staff and children for their
commendable fund raising achievements to
date. We have raised some very high amounts
per activity –for example, Dragonfly Class’s ‘Bring
n Buy’ raised just over £270 in 1 ½ hours. (It was
excellent to see our Year 1 pupils setting up their
own stalls and selling their goods to make a prof-
it - fantastic economic awareness indeed!) Thank
you for your very kind donations towards my 30
mile trek on the shortest day of the year. As
stated in my Autumn Wot’s On article, my target
was £500; you helped me exceed this by raising
a very healthy £755. Thank you most sincerely –
we did it! The tyre park was installed on 13th
March and the children can now develop their
physical and team building skills on their new
play area.

Our next two areas for developing are our school
pond and playground. Many thanks to our Parish
Council who gave us £50 for updating our play
trolley equipment and also to one of our parents,
Mr Brent Mitchell, for his very kind donation of
£1,050 this month for the above school improve-
ments. Our updated school curriculum is based
around the statement: Children grow to fill the
space we create for them, and if it’s big, they
grow tall.  My staff and I firmly believe that a
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balanced indoor/outdoor learning approach is
key to every child’s success, hence our commit-
ment to developing our outdoor areas. Coming
soon is also our living willow dome/tunnel –
thank you to one of our parents, Mrs Jane
Graziano, for taking the lead in this project next
term. The last week of this term sees our whole
school project – Cob Week, when we will be
constructing our new permanent clay oven using
cob from our school field. Every child in the
school will also be making a clay mask as well as
many more exciting activities.

Some of our highlights for the children this term
have been a visit to Carymoor making dens, ori-
enteering, fire making to cook marshmallows as
well as a trip to Castle Gardens with our Recep-
tion and Year 1 ‘green finger’ children. We have
enjoyed another delivery of eggs from Carly this
year which we are closely monitoring for an East-
er hatch, as well as learning lots about cyber
bullying from an excellent drama production in

our school hall
from a Taunton
theatre company
‘The Space’ this
week. The chil-
dren continue to
benefit from our
weekly swim-
ming sessions
and it is great to
see some of our
Year 1 pupils swimming confidently in the deep
end. (Well done Ellie and Daisy in Year 1!)

It has also been a real treat having Rev Peter
Hallett in to our Tuesday Collective Worship ses-
sions each week. This term the children have
learned lots from Peter’s superb presentations
on Easter and God’s amazing rescue plan for
humanity. In closing, here are some diary dates
for you to come and join with us:

· Wed 21st March at 6:00pm: Brass Concert – St Nicholas Church (our Year 4, 5 and
6 pupils have been practising hard on their trumpets, trombones and euphoniums. Come
and hear Mr Bertie and his Youth Band play with our pupils. You will have seen our posters
up around the village.)

· Fri 23rd March at 6:00pm: Ladies’ Pamper evening (PTA fundraiser). Everyone
very welcome – bring a friend or two.

· Fri 30th March at 2:15pm: School Easter Service in St Nicholas Church (each class
will be performing their Easter piece). Come and support the children in their Easter
message.

Easter blessings from the team here at St Nicholas

Alison Shearer.
Head Teacher

HENSTRIDGE PLAY & LEARN
This friendly group for children (0-4) with their parents runs every Wednesday during term time,
from 2-3.15pm, at the Village Hall (small room). It’s very informal with lots for parents and children
to do together, and people to chat to. Come and join us! No need to book, just drop in.

Please note: Wednesday 21st March will be the last session for the Spring term. We’re back on 18th

April.

For more information, phone The Balsam Centre and speak to Tina or Frances: 01963 31842
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NEWS FROM EXPLORERS PRE-SCHOOL

During this term the children have been involved in activities ranging from Chinese New Year to
springtime. We visited Mr. and Mrs. Simpson’s small holding to see the sheep and lambs as part of
our theme of springtime. The children were able to stroke the sheep and the lambs and watch them
running in the field. A fantastic morning was had by all, thank you Mr and Mrs Simpson.

The children also got dressed up as their favourite book character as part of World Book Day. We had
a shark, several princesses, Fireman Sam, Bottomley Potts and Dora the Explorer to name but a few.
The children brought in books for the morning and we had a mammoth story telling session.

The children have also been involved with “Waste Week” activities, junk modelling and recycling
materials in their role play recycling centre in the garden. As part of this project, we will also be
holding a Playart session which aims to teach and promote awareness of environmental and recy-
cling issues through junk modelling workshops. Forthcoming events include our Easter hat parade
and Easter egg hunt in the garden at the end of term.

I would like to say thank you to Ros Browning and her line dancing team for the generous donation
towards some bikes and ride on toys for the children.

Explorers have also been nominated to be one of the three contestants in the Dike and Son local
good cause competition to win £500.00. Although we are based in the grounds of St Nicholas primary
school we are a separate registered charity and rely on county grants, parental fees, donations and
fundraising to run.   £500.00 would make a huge difference to the facilities we could offer the
children. We would be grateful if you could go online and vote for us to win at
welovedorsetfood.co.uk. I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has already voted for
us. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Explorers is open from 8.50am-1.00pm Mon, Tues, Wed and from 8.50pm-12.00pm Thurs and Fri
during term time. For more information or to arrange a visit please contact Mrs Anna Swinburn
(Supervisor) on 07792240804 or 01963 363228
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The 2012 programme started with a topic we were all interested in - Low Mainte-
nance Gardening presented by a member of the Castle Gardens team. In February we
had an excellent talk from Helen Brown on Understanding Autism.

Future talks include Working for the Wireless by John Burgess in March, Something
Fishy by Martyn Else in April, Resolutions, Evacuation Planning and a Quiz in May and
My Life as a Dairy farmer by Chris Barnes in June.

We have a competition each month and, being WI, it is related to cookery or craft. January was a
Winter Collage, February was a Victoria Sponge. March is an Upside Down cake or pudding. At the
end of the year a prize is given to the member who has won the most competitions.

Visitors are welcome at the meetings which are held on the third Tuesday in the month at 7.30pm in
St. Nicholas’s School Hall. This year we have vouchers for one free visit to a meeting, obtainable on
the evening or contact Margaret Hunt on 01963 363071.

Thank you to everyone who attended the Village Hall Quiz hosted by Henstridge WI. £190 was given
to the Air Ambulance and £160 was given to the Village Hall.

Members attended and enjoyed an afternoon tea party with South Cadbury and Sutton Montis WI
in January.

The Stavordale Group Business meeting on 27th February, held in Henstridge, was well attended by
representatives from other WI’s in the Group, future events for this year were discussed.

The Diamond Jubilee is being celebrated by Stavordale Group on May 23rd at Henstridge Village Hall,
organised by Henstridge WI.  We shall be enjoying a 1950’s musical interlude by Adelaide Brown on
the flute, accompanied by Liz Holbrook; this will be followed by a buffet supper.

The competition is for a handmade crown with handmade adornments; each WI will provide one
entry. (Stavordale group consists of six local WI’s).

The Diamond Jubilee event is for WI members only.

A FEW LINES FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
Dates for your Diaries!

Saturday March 31 and Sunday 1 April, 11am at the village hall – Join us for our ‘Make Henstridge
Tidy’ sessions. Picking sticks and bags will be provided, so all that is needed is an hour or so of your
time. Have some fun, get some fresh air and make a real difference.

Saturday 31 March, 2pm at Oak Vale Woodland – 10 volunteers needed to clear out overgrown
brambles and to litter pick. . Only volunteers who have registered interest will be able to help on the
day, due to our insurance obligations. We will meet at the entrance of the wood. Please bring your
own secateurs, loppers, gloves and stout footwear. Please note that this day will not be suitable for
children. However, youngsters will be most welcome to help with bluebell planting in the autumn,
as long as they are accompanied by a responsible adult. Let the Clerk know if you hope to help.

Contact details for the parish council:

Zöe Godden – Clerk     01747 826722
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Diamond Jubilee Year Celebration
Events in Henstridge

A Festive Evensong Service will be held in St Nicholas Church at 6.30
on 3rd June. ALL ARE WELCOME.

In addition a number of events are being arranged in the village during the months leading up to and
during the extended jubilee weekend of the 2nd,3rd,4th and 5th June.  Most are in the early stages
of planning and details of the events are not yet available.  However, some street parties are being
organised and there will be an exhibition of memorabilia with a flower display in the church.

There will be a barn dance in the village hall during the jubilee weekend and there are rumours of a
picnic and most probably fireworks and a bonfire.

So do watch out for posters around the village nearer the time.

Henstridge Football Club
(founded 1911)

Winning the Hospital cup back in August gave the Saturday team a great start to the
season and they have gone from strength to strength.  They are now leading the Yeovil
League Premier Division by 15 points and with only 3 games remaining that means
they will almost certainly retain their League title by, what should be, a handsome
margin.  The team has also reached the quarterfinal stages of all three cup competi-

tions.  They play Stoke Sub Hamden in the Charity Cup, Milborne Port in the Division
Cup and Templecombe in the Les King Cup.  So this is becoming a remarkable season
and team spirits are very high.

The Sunday team is finding life somewhat harder in the Blackmore Vale League 1st
Division, after winning promotion last season, and have not won many matches.

They have also not had any cup runs this season.  They have some difficult matches ahead as the
season draws to a close but spirits are good and they keep plugging away.

Any body who is interested in joining the club either as a player or a committee member will be
very welcome and should contact Derek Biddescombe on 01963 362133.

Stourhead Bookstall
Thank you to everyone who has given books for the Stourhead bookstall.  It is doing very well and so
far, with your help, we have raised £435.  This all goes towards projects at Stourhead, so do please
keep the books coming.

Ring Ros Browning on 01963 363016  or Pearl Hannan on 01963 362041
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VILLAGE HALL UPDATE
The Village Hall continues to provide a much valued community space to the residents of Henstridge
and beyond. We now have over 12 regular clubs/groups using the hall including Art Class, Line
Dancing, Cameo, Peeps, Tai Quando and Loose Ends.

On 21st September we will be holding a Quiz Nite in the hall, we shall be advertising nearer the date
for Teams.  On 1st December we will hold a Christmas Fayre. If you wish to hire a stall please get in
touch with Sam.

We are currently working in partnership with the Parish Council and Sports Club to get the changing
rooms refurbished.  The changing rooms are in a shabby state and in desperate need of uplift. The
work will hopefully start this season, giving the football club (and other clubs) better facilities and
meeting FA regulations.

This committee has decided that we need fresh blood to bring the hall into the 21st century; a team
of people with the drive and skills hopefully to achieve success in building a new community space
for Henstridge. Therefore as of the end of the next financial year (31 March 2013), the whole
committee will step down from its responsibilities.  The charity is in a financially viable position and
we are more than happy in this coming year to help a new committee get started, we will show you
what’s needed both financially and legally to run a charity and community hall.  However if a new
committee is not forthcoming then I am afraid we will have no option but to wind up the charity and
close the hall. I am sure it won’t come to this and people will come forward to form a new
committee.

Please do not rely on everyone else, otherwise no one will come forward, if you are interested in
finding out more please call Sam on 01963 362486.

For all hall bookings and enquiries please call Lesley or Sam on 01963 364749 or 01963 362486.

Henstridge Women’s Fellowship
The Women’s Fellowship usually meet together in the

Henstridge Vicarage at 2.30pm for friendship, fellowship, fun
and prayer.  No joining or monthly fees are collected, although

we do hold a Bring & Buy in aid of The Children’s Society at
each meeting.

    Please come along - a warm welcome awaits you.

Occasionally some dates, times and venues are different – see *

Contacts - Betty Schofield  362465 & Margaret Ridgewell  363673

11th April Easter Meeting

9th May Talking & Listening

13th June Talking & Listening

11th July Summer Tea & Charity Bring & Buy - Venue & time TBA*

August NO MEETING
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NEWS FROM THE LIONS DEN
Welcome to the latest news bulletin from the BLACKMORE VALE LIONS
CLUB.

Sadly I have to report the passing of our President Lion Colin France who
fought bravely against a long illness. Our thoughts are with his wife Joan and
family at this sad time. He will be very much missed by us all.

Christmas seems a long time ago now. We were out with Father Xmas and his Float again. For-
tunately due to very good weather conditions we only missed out one evening.

We received generous donations from everywhere we visited. Thanks to everyone who helped us we
have made donations to many good causes including one of £350 to Henstridge Village Hall towards
its upkeep.

Again early in February the Blackmore Vale half Marathon was run attracting over 600 runners. This
popular event was held in excellent running weather and enabled us to raise many thousands for
good causes.

I am again busy organising the 5th Annual Blackmore Vale Lions Golf Fun Day which is being held on
Sunday 15th April at Folke Golf Club. This year we are supporting the Scouts and Guides of our area
both well deserving causes, so if you play golf whatever your standard there is a place for you. The
emphasis is on fun and it is always a brilliant afternoon out with great prizes.

Entry forms and details are on our website as below or alternatively give me a call for information.

Hope to see some of you at our ever increasing number of charity events,

Membership is a problem, as with all clubs and we certainly could do with some new members so if
any of you are interested please give me a call.

Again a big thank you to all those that have supported and helped us.

More information can be found on our web site www.bvlions.yolasite.com
or phone me, Lion Peter Oswick, on 01963 363281.

Our motto, as ever, is “we serve”.

Have you got the "Message in a bottle" bottle?
This is a simple, but possibly life saving, device for all those on medication, whether living on their

own, or not.

It is a free little kit consisting of a label that goes on the inside of the front door, (to alert the
emergency services) a label that goes on the fridge and a bottle that goes in the fridge containing
your details of your contacts and list of medication in case of emergency.
The idea is that when you need the emergency services they can immediately see where you have
stored the details, and can then take the necessary action.
We happen to know that this information has saved someone's life in the village this year, because
it ensured that the emergency services were aware of what the patient needed, thus producing a
quick diagnosis and correct remedy.
The only proviso is that you MUST make sure it is kept up to date.
The kit is available free of charge (by kind permission of the Blackmore Lions) from Ann Frost at 10
Park Road, or on 01 963 363 340.
You never know when you may need help!     Cliff Frost
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Blessed are all who fear the LORD,
who walk in obedience to him. You will eat
the fruit of your labour;  blessings and
prosperity will be yours. Your wife will be
like a fruitful vine within your house; our
children will be like olive shoots around
your table. Yes, this will be the blessing for
the man who fears the LORD.
May the LORD bless you from Zion; may
you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the
days of your life. May you live to see your
children’s children— peace be on Israel.

PSALM 128

HELP FOR THE ELDERLY IS AVAIL-
ABLE

Mr Gary House, a trained volunteer working
for Age UK, is offering to help elderly folk
and is willing to do simple jobs for them.

Mr House can be contacted at

Yard Cottage,
Woodhayes House,

High Street,
Henstridge

Somerset BA8 0RF
tel: 01963 36579

Easter is Really for Jesus
by Carenza Howell

(aged 6½)
Easter is not just for the Bunny,

With goodies and treats that he brings.
Easter is when we must celebrate

And alleluia is the song that we sing!

Easter is really for Jesus,
Who died and then rose from the dead.

We must always remember the love Jesus showed
And all of the things that He said.

So remember this Easter when you go to Church,
And this message you tell everyone.

That Easter is all about Jesus,
And the Bunny and treats are just fun!

The new Zip-Wire Aerial Runway which has been
erected at the north west corner of the Recrea-
tion Ground. The Zip-Wire is there for the free
enjoyment of all.
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Jack Swingler 1919-2012
(Vicar of Henstridge 1953-1985)

Jack was born in Birmingham, educated in the city and won a scholarship to St. John’s College Cam-
bridge where he studied classics. His theological training was at Ridley Hall in Cambridge where
students went out on Sunday nights to take services in little villages around the city. He travelled
by bike, train or, if the weather was really bad, someone from the parish would fetch them by car.
He came to St John’s Yeovil in 1948 as curate, having been ordained in Wells in June of that year. A
very good training vicar gave him an all round grounding in vicaring skills. He was asked to look at
the parish of Henstridge and fell in love with the church as soon as he entered it. We moved to the
old vicarage in August 1953 and he was instituted and inducted in the September. I was a small
child and my sister Sue was born the following May ,the first child to be born to a vicar in Hen-
stridge for many years. We moved two years later to the New vicarage which was built in the gar-
den of the old one.

He enjoyed life and working in Henstridge so much that he stayed until he retired in 1985. His fine
tenor voice was put to good use singing services and choral festival music and chairing the Cary and
District Choral society. He learned to bell ring and chaired the Cary Branch for many years. He en-
joyed singing and dancing for pleasure and was a very fine mimic and would certainly have filled a
slot at A Bit of a Do, probably reading from Jan Stuer or maybe from William Barnes. This would
have been done in very good Devonshire or Dorset dialect. The club pantomimes were legendary
as were the nativity plays and tableaux performed in the reading room (now India Cottage) and in
the church.

His heart always belonged to Henstridge and even when living away he came back as much as he
could and always took an interest in what Henstridge folk were up to. His mortal remains now rest
by the vestry door. I know he would have loved to see what we come up with for the exhibition so
lets honour his memory by making it the best so far.

Jubilee Exhibition by Jane Jeanes

In the last edition of Wot’s On I suggested we might have an exhibition of Henstridge memorabilia
over the Jubilee weekend in June. This is now going to happen. Organisations in the village will be
asked if they would like to put on a display which reflects what they do and if they have history go-
ing back to 1952 to include this. Any individuals who have items, photographs, newspaper cuttings,
models or anything which might show how Henstridge has celebrated coronations, jubilees and
Royal weddings in the past, please let me know. This idea was triggered by some archive material I
found when we were sorting through Dad’s bungalow last year.

If you think you have anything which might be of interest please get in touch with me, Jane Jeanes,
01963370769 or email me lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

We are hoping to decorate the church and to be able to open it for as long as possible over the
weekend so will need plenty of volunteers to help with these tasks. It would be nice to be able to
offer tea and cake to visitors and we will have  evensong on the Sunday night. If your friends and
relations grew up in the village please ask them to look in their cupboards and under the beds to
find things which we could display (or copies if too valuable to bring). Quite a lot of people who
came to my dad’s funeral have offered to loan us things.

            This is should be an interesting weekend with lots to show to many people but I cannot do it
alone or without items to show so ring me up or email or I will come to you.
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ORGANISATION CONTACT MEETING PLACE

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards - 362282 Church Tower

Brownies Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

CAMEO club Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Church Services Rev Peter Hallett - 362266 Church & Vicarage

Cricket Club Matt Fryer - 370074

Explorers’ Playgroup Mrs Anna Swinburn
07792240804/01963 363228

St Nicholas  C of E School

Football Club Derek Biddiscombe - 362133

Henstridge Art Group Call at Village Hall Mondays 10-12 Village Hall

Line Dancing Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Loose Ends Dave Rabone - 362892 Village Hall

Parish Council Zoe Godden (Clerk) - 362937 Village Hall

Play & Learn Tina or Frances - 01963 31842 Village Hall Side Room

St Nicholas Church of England Primary School - Secretary Mrs Nicola Lomas - 362308

Taekwondo Lance Fuller - 0757 42484 Village Hall

Village Hall Bookings Bridget Hallett  - 362266 The Vicarage, Church Street

Womens’ Institute Margaret Hunt -  363071 School Hall

Women’s Fellowship Betty Schofield - 362465 Ring for details

Societies Clubs and Organisations
Henstridge
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THE REVD PETER HALLETT
THE VICARAGE, CHURCH STREET, HENSTRIDGE BA8 0QE

TEL: 01963 362266
 halatvic@btinternet.com

CHURCHWARDENS

OFFICERS OF THE PCCVice-Chair

JANE JEANES
BOWDEN FARM COTTAGE

BOWDEN

Tel :370769

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

Treasurer

MICHAEL SMITH
ENDICOTT

VALE STREET

Tel:363226

This magazine is published by The Parochial Church Council of St Nicholas Church, Henstridge.

Printed by Gerald French - 01963 363497

JANE JEANES

BOWDEN FARM COTTAGE

BOWDEN

Tel :370769

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

RICHARD SCAMBLER
8 WESSEX COURT

HENSTRIDGE

TEL:363919

richard.scambler@btinternet.com

ST NICHOLAS CHURCH HENSTRIDGE

Why not visit St Nicholas Church  on Easter
Day. There will be a service of Holy Com-

munion at 9.30 a.m. which everyone is wel-
come to attend and where you will receive

a warm welcome.


