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HENSTRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Ashbourne House, Marsh Lane, Henstridge, BA8 0TG  -Tel: 01963 362937
Dates of Parish Council meetings are displayed on the Village Notice Board or see

www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

Normal arrangements for regular meetings in Henstridge
Always confirm with the contact listed on inside back cover that a meeting on a

particular date is taking place
Art Group Each Monday 10.00 am - noon Village Hall

Bell Ringers Each Tuesday 7.30 pm Church Tower

Brownies Each Monday 6.00 pm St Nicholas School

CAMEO 1st Wednesday each month 7.45 pm Village Hall

Explorers Play Group Daily during term times 9.00 am - noon St Nicholas School

Line dancing Each Thursday 7.45 pm Village Hall

Loose Ends Each Friday 10.30 am Village Hall

Play and Learn Wednesdays during term time 2 - 3.15 pm Village Hall side room

Taekwondo Each Tuesday 6.30 pm Village Hall

Women’s Fellowship Ring Betty Schofield (362465) for de-
tails

2.00 pm Vicarage

Women’s Institute 3rd Tuesday in each month 7.30 pm School Hall

The information on the list of contacts is, hopefully, correct at the time of going to press.

If there are any inaccuracies, please inform:-
Gerald French - 363497

The assistance of Roy Schofield , Jenny Bates and David Rabone in compiling this issue
is gratefully acknowledged.

Many of the excellent photographs were taken by Roy.

This first issue of our ‘new look’
cover features the interior of
your church. If you have not
been in to see it recently, do
come and visit. How about
“Carols by Candlelight” at 6.30
on 18th December
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Greetings.

I remember reading a novel some years ago called Duncton Wood. It was
at that time when stories where the characters were animals were

popular. Perhaps the best known was Watership Down. The characters in Duncton Wood were
moles. I have to admit that I don’t remember too much of the story any more. But at the heart
of the story was the festival of longest night. This was very mysterious and deeply significant.
Longest night - the Winter Solstice - this occurs on 21st December. But in 46BC Julius Caesar
established the date as December 25th. Ring any bells?

There are no surprises, it seems to me, that this became an occasion of religious festival and
celebration as the sun went past its lowest point in the sky and began to rise again. It is equally
no surprise that the early Christians chose this date to celebrate the birth of Jesus the Christ.
The Old Testament prophet Malachi says that “the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in
his wings.” Written many years before the birth of Jesus this was seen as a prophecy of his
coming.

And so this year, as over the centuries, Christians around the world will celebrate the coming
of the child who is described as the Light of the World. He comes to scatter the darkness and
bring healing and wholeness. Many of our Christmas Carols pick up the Biblical promise that
Jesus who was born in a stable so many years ago can today be born in the hearts of humans
who will receive him.

Just like standing in the sunlight on a beautiful day - standing in the Light of Christ is simply an
experience. It can never be fully or adequately described - but it can be enjoyed. As in the movie
Bambi you will only really know what it is to be twitterpated when you have been.

We will gather in our different churches over Christmas to stand in awe of the Creator God
entering his Creation as a little baby. It is in this overwhelming gift of love that there is hope for
the world and for each one of us.

May God give you a rich and blessed Christmas.

The Revd Peter Hallett

A PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
Recreation Ground Gate

Following the retirement of Mrs Florence Cornish in July this year, the parish council is pleased to
announce that Mrs Janet Crocker is the new gatekeeper. Janet will be responsible for locking and
unlocking the gate to the recreation ground car park.

Youth Bus

Every Wednesday for the next 12 weeks, a minibus will be providing outreach youth facilities in the
village recreation ground car park. Sessions start at 7.30. For more details, see the parish council notice
boards.

In-Bloom

The parish council is willing to offer some support to any community group wishing to enter Henstridge
in the 'Britain In-Bloom' competition.

Next spring the Council will be asking all sections of the community to come out with us on a Saturday
morning to pick litter and generally tidy up our village. Anyone can help, either individuals or groups,
and together with Yarlington Properties, we can have a clean up. Have a bit of fun with your friends,
neighbours and team mates for one morning and help make Henstridge beautiful. We have a good
supply of Hi-viz jackets & litter-pickers. We have also been given 1000 bulbs which will be planted around
the parish soon. These activities should represent a good start for In-Bloom.
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Bowden Bees
We have had a good year for honey in spite of the variable weather and there
is plenty for sale. There is a choice of thick or thin and the flavour is very good.
We will be at the soup lunch in the Church on 3rd December with all sorts of
honey products ready for Christmas gifts. Honey fudge, hand cream, furniture
polish, beeswax candles, beeswax blocks (useful if you sew) and fat free
honey mincemeat.

As always if you ring on 370769 we can put up an order for you and some-
times deliver it.

We have had a good year with some excellent speakers covering a wide range
of topics.  Our summer garden party was a great success, even with all the
rain – but then that’s an English summer for you.

Our speaker in October was meant to be David Hawkes, who has previously
given us many interesting and enjoyable evenings but sadly he had to cancel as his son had passed
away.  At very short notice Lou Pickersqill came along and gave a very interesting talk on “ Wildlife
in a Somerset village”.

Early next year Simon Frackiewicz, from Robert Friths opticians in Yeovil will give a talk entitled
“Vision in Africa” about his work with a charity in Kenya.  We will be collecting old spectacles for him
to take there, so do check your cupboards and drawers and bring along any you no longer need.

December’s meeting will be our Christmas ‘Do’ so do come along.

Any Enquiries to 01 963 363 016
Please note that all the Meetings start at 7.45pm in Village Hall, and are open to anyone.

Entry is only £2.00 and includes refreshments

Come And Meet Each Other
and have a friendly evening with a difference, away from the box.

Line Dancing Group

We are a friendly bunch who do not take ourselves too seriously
but meet for some exercise as well as a cup of tea and a natter.

We meet every Thursday in the village hall from 7.45 until 8.45.
The cost is £3 per session.  All are welcome to come and join in
the fun.

Our last session this year is in December 1st and we return on

February 2nd.
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News from Explorers Pre-School
We were lucky enough this term to visit Quiet Corner Farm, with the children and their parents and
carers, to experience the making of apple juice. The children were invited to pick up apples from the
orchard, wash them, put them in the chopping machine and then to watch them being pressed. They
were then able to taste the juice served by Mrs Thompson. The sun shone and we all had a fantastic
morning. Thank you Mrs Thompson for making us so welcome.

As the weather has been so sunny and warm, the children have been able to make use of the garden
picking strawberries for snack time, planting daf-
fodil bulbs ready for spring, painting, camping
and of course starting to rake up all the leaves
that have fallen from our two beech trees. We
are now looking forward to Christmas and all the
excitement that it will bring.

Explorers is open from 8.50am-1.00pm on Mon-
day's, Tuesday's and Wednesday's and from
8.50am-12.00pm on Thursday's and Friday's. For
more information or to arrange a visit please
phone Mrs Anna Swinburn (Supervisor) on
07792240804 or 01963 363228.

Can You Help
Stourhead, our local National Trust property, is setting up a second hand
book stall.

Do you have any unwanted books you can contribute?  If so could you please
drop them off to Pearl Hannam  at 11 St Nicholas Close  or to Ros Browning
at Hobbyts House, Vale Street.

Alternatively ring Ros on 01963 363016
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News from a Quiet Corner – Wot Happened on Apple Day?
Wot’s to report on yet another Apple Day?  They happen all over the country in October, each with
their own special flavour, to celebrate a resurgence of interest in this wonderful fruit.  What to do
with an abundant harvest, certainly not let it lie and rot under its tree.

So OUR Apple Day drew people from far and wide to not only watch the juicing but also perhaps toss
apples into a bucket or try to achieve the longest apple peel (an unbelievable 119cm!).  They could
also admire David Godden’s colourful display of apple varieties whilst listening to old Dorset folk
tunes from the wandering minstrels (a.k.a. Liz Holbrook and Alison Dike)

Bill Moore attracted a crowd all afternoon to learn about re-building a dry stone wall, which had
conveniently collapsed earlier in the year.  The teas, of course, were the biggest draw.  We even
made the front cover of the B.V.M. It could not come better than that – could it?  The whole day was
organised and held together by a great team of faithful volunteers and friends.  So thank you one
and all.

I like to think that Quiet Corner Farm has played a notable role in providing facilities for people to
gather up their apples and empty wine bottles and have a truly fun morning making their very own
apple juice, in some instance enough to last until next harvest.  It’s not too late to come as we shall
be juicing well into December.

Quiet Corner Farm apple juice is flying off the shelves at Dike’s Superstore, a most valuable outlet
but we do lose all the bottles.  So please save any you buy and return them to the farm for a
15p/bottle refund.

Patricia Thompson   01963 363045
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Village Hall Update
November 2011

We are currently working in partnership with the Parish Council and Sports Club to get the changing
rooms refurbished.  The changing rooms are in a shabby state and in desperate need of uplift, the
work will hopefully start this season, giving the football club (and other clubs) better facilities and
meeting FA regulations.

The Village Hall continues to provide a much valued community space to the residents of Henstridge
and beyond, we now have over 12 regular clubs/groups using the hall including Art class, Line
Dancing, Cameo, Peeps, Tai Quando, Loose Ends and the popular Zumba classes.

To meet the varied needs of these many users the hall needs to be both functional and adaptable,
but  please do remember that it can be an ideal venue for functions such as wedding receptions and
children’s birthday parties as you can see in
this photo.

We are currently looking for new Trustees;
we are a friendly bunch who meet every
other month, looking for ways to improve
the village hall and its facilities.  If you want
further information please contact Sam for
an informal chat.

For all hall bookings and enquiries please
call Lesley or Sam on 01963 362266 or
01963 364749.

Sam Best, Chair

New Police
Phone Number - 101

New arrangements are now in place to
contact Avon and Somerset Police. The new

number to ring is 101.  101 does not replace
999, which is continued to be used for emer-
gencies. It does however replace the previ-

ous 0845 number.  Calls to 101 from
landlines and mobiles cost 15 pence

per call, no matter what time of
day you call or how long

your call lasts.

That’s strange - I could have sworn I heard some
carol singers

Cartoon by Bill Tolley
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News from the Lions Den
Here is the latest news from the Blackmore Vale Lions

We have really been busy through the Summer months..

Manning the information kiosk at the Great Dorset Steam Fair; running
the real ale tent at the Oak Fair and selling entrance tickets at the Cheese
Fair to name but a few. All of these events have raised substantial sums for
our Charitable Work in the area

In October we supported World Sight Day with a blindfolded walk along the trailway at Sturminster
Newton. It really gave people the experience of being blind and what a handicap it is. With Christmas
fast approaching we have been busy preparing the Father Christmas Float. This year we have
extended our visit to Henstridge to two nights to enable us to cover more of the village. We shall visit
Henstridge on the evenings of Wednesday 14th December and Thursday 15th December.

More information can be found on our web site  http://www.bvlions.yolasite.com or phone me on
363281

Our motto, as ever, is “We Serve”
Peter Oswick

Henstridge Play and Learn
This friendly group for parents and children (0-4) runs every Wednesday during term time, from
2-3.15pm, at the Village Hall (small room). There’s always lots to do; painting, sand play, singing and
playing with instruments, different things to explore, friends to make and plenty of opportunity for
children to learn new skills while having fun! Just come and join us, or for more information phone
Frances/Tina at The Balsam Centre. 01963 31842
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Henstridge Football Club 1911 to 2011
We have had a good start to this season with both Saturday and Sunday teams playing well.

In August the Saturday team went one step further than last year in the Hospital Cup.  They beat
Mermaid United 3 goals to nil in the final at Somerton F.C.  16 local clubs enter this knockout
competition and the proceeds from all the matches are donated to the Friends of Yeovil Hospital.
The team is currently top of the Yeovil and District Premiere League, leading by 4 points with one
game in hand over their nearest rivals.

Last season the Sunday team won the Blackmore Vale League 2nd Division by 5 points and were
promoted to the 1st division.  They are currently placed in mid table and are holding their own in the
senior division under new managers Graham Pulling and John Crabb.

New players will be very welcome for both the Saturday and Sunday teams and should contact Derek
Biddiscombe on 01963 362133.

Henstridge WI Report for Wot’s On
We enjoyed cheese tasting at the July meeting. In August we had a trip to Willowbridge Farm at
Godney where we had a Ploughman’s Supper and a talk from Julie Andrews (not the singer) on the
life of a farmer’s wife. Julie has also written a book called Cows Can Talk. In September we learnt
about reflexology with one member experiencing a treatment. October meeting was the history of
the hospice movement and information about St. Margaret’s Hospice and its services. November
meeting is the AGM and a presentation of Simply 7 Moisturiser.

The croquet season finished on Sept 13th with an inter group match, a member from North Cheriton
WI was the overall winner.

Skittle matches continue for the next few months.

Group events attended included a Strawberry Supper by Horsington WI, a lunch by Wincanton WI at
Cucklington Memorial Hall, a Quiz by South Cadbury and Sutton Montis WI at South
Cadbury Village Hall and a group social at Stalbridge. A group meeting was attend-
ed at Wincanton.

In December we are going out for a meal instead of meeting at the school.

New members are always welcome. We meet in the School Hall on the 3rd Tuesday in
the month at 7.30pm. If you would like more information phone Margaret Hunt on
01963 363071.

WI  - a  Limerick

A young woman with nowhere to go
Said “The WI’s busy I know”
So she went to a meeting,

And received such a greeting
That now she just hasn’t a mo’!
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Welcome back to St Nicholas. We have had yet
another busy term and are keen to share a few of
the highlights with you as well as giving you some
diary dates for December.

The term commenced with lots of new smiling
faces in Reception Class and Mrs Carswell and
her team have been working very hard to ensure
the children have enjoyed each day in school. It
has been wonderful seeing just how quickly the
children have settled into their new environment
and daily routines, making lots of new friends
along the way. Dragonfly Class enjoyed a superb
‘Dinosaur Party’ in our school hall as part of their
topic work this term. The children also had their
very creative robots on display for our Friday
Celebration Service. Congratulations must go to
many of our Year 1 pupils who got special merits
for writing fantastic pieces about dinosaurs – it is
always a treat to hear a knock on my office door,
signalling a smiling face who wants to show me
his/her work. Well done to Mrs Carswell who was
successful in getting a grant for the purchase of
over 500 new reading books for our school.
Reading (at home & school) is a vital spoke to our
wheel of improvement here.

Our Year 2 and 3 pupils continue to enjoy their
‘Pirates’ topic and we are all impressed with how
they have really taken their studies to a new level.
Mrs Marshall even came to school as ‘Pirate
Marshall’ – beard and all! Many thanks to our
parents who supported Butterfly Class cake sale,
making a profit of just over £111 in half an hour!

Some of you may have seen our older pupils from
Hedgehog Class around the village, investigating
our topic for this term: ‘The History of Henstridge.’
They have learned many new facts about the
village from a range of different sources. Some

have involved interviewing Rev Hallett, Mrs San-
dra Raison and Mrs Nicola Lomas – this term the
children will be planning a 1960s school day to
highlight the differences and similarities between
life in the past and present.

Congratulations to our staff who have ensured
that our pupils met and, indeed, exceeded targets
set by County – exceeding the national average
in both Literacy and Numeracy. I am extremely
pleased with such high percentages and am very
proud of what our pupils have achieved.

We put our £400 raised for the Piers Simon
Appeal to good use this term, and packed 40
rucksacks for the ‘School in a Bag’ Appeal. We
had a super morning with Luke Simon and he has
just informed us last week that the rucksacks,
which Hedgehog pupils packed, would be head-
ing out to Zambia this month. If you would like to
learn more, please feel free to come in and talk
to us or go on to the Piers Simon Appeal website
– School in A Bag.
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Other charity work involves us continuing to col-
lect ring pulls for the Philippines so that local
businesses can be set up in very deprived areas
and also washed milk bottle tops (plastic with a 2
or a 4 on the inside of the lid) for recycling to
support Project Romania. Our non uniform day
this term raised £100 which has gone to help
build a path leading to a play shed for the children
at the Romanian Orphanage. Dawn and Andy
Fletcher, who oversee Project Romania from
Somerset, truly enjoyed their visit to St Nicholas
and they have taken ideas
from our environment to du-
plicate at the orphanage –
one being our plastic bottle
greenhouse. It is lovely to
think that one of our
governor’s ideas has trav-
elled thousands of miles to
support children in another
country.

 One of our main highlights
this term was having the
Bishop of Taunton, Rt. Rev.
Peter Maurice, visit our
school. We also had the
pleasure of having pupils
from Horsington and Abbas & Templecombe
Schools join with us to sing to Bishop Peter and
guests. He was very touched by the piece
‘Believe’ and he was also pleased with his gifts
from our pupils – a clay model of the Bishop of
Myra (aka St Nicholas) made by Marcia and
chutney made with vegetables harvested from
our school learning garden.  Having our Chair of
Governors, Mr Norman Symcox, Rev Hallett  and
other governors with us for the afternoon was
super. Bishop Peter also enjoyed chatting to
some of our parents at the end of the day.

Many thanks, again, must go out to Mrs Michelle
Howell for her amazing commitment to our week-
ly ‘green fingers’ sessions with our children. They
continue to learn many new skills for growing
their own food now and later in life.  The annual
garden calendar is full of superb ideas.

This term is one of the busiest in the school year
so here’s a few dates for you to come and sup-
port your village school. Our PTA Christmas
Market is being held on Friday 2nd December,
6:00pm – 8:00pm. We have a special surprise
for the children this year – Rudolph is a clue!
Please do come along and support us  -  all
proceeds will go towards our tyre park project.
Our fundometer is now on display in the school
hall, so we want to see that arrow move upwards
with great speed.

We hope to see many of you at the
church’s Christingle Service on
4th December at 5:00pm and also
at our school carol service on the
last day of term – Friday 16th De-
cember at 2:00pm (village church).

Please do keep an eye out for fund-
raising events to support our 2
school projects this year: tyre park
and the updating of our school pond.
I am walking 30 miles to raise money
for our school on the shortest day of
the year – 21st December. If you
wish to donate an amount, you can
log on to the justgiving.com web-
site and search for Alison Shearer

(St Nicholas Church of England Primary School
PTA). I have used the site before to raise money
for Cancer Research and I can guarantee that it
is completely secure and safe. My target for this
event is £500. If you have any problems, please
do phone me at school. If you are a UK tax payer,
you can also Gift Aid on the site. This allows us
to raise more money per donation. Thank you for
your anticipated support in this – I will let you
know how I get on in the next Wot’s On article.
Our next school entry will also include many of
the children’s pieces of writing from both key
stages.

On behalf of our school staff and Board of Gover-
nors, I would like to wish to a very joyous and
peaceful Christmas with many blessings for 2012.

Mrs Alison Shearer (Headteacher)
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GUNPOWDER, TREASON AND PLOT! David Rabone writes

“Remember, Remember, the fifth of November “ goes the children’s rhyme.

And many memories I have, most of them good. The little bonfire and fireworks in the back garden,
with the neighbours, when the children were young. Moving on to the bigger affairs at the Recrea-
tion Ground run by George Edwards and his band of helpers. When the children became teenagers
they drifted off with their friends so I have not been to a firework party since a car load of us went
to Sherborne Castle a few years back.

This year, November 5th was a fairly warm and dry day so I thought it was time to see the kaleido-
scope of colour which is a modern firework party. A quick scan of the BVM and Stalbridge was chosen
for its proximity and desire to support the local Scout group. We arrived at Stalbridge Rec at the
advertised start time. Only a few cars present so it was easy to park close by. The queue to get in
indicated that most people came on foot. Once inside, there was a big barbecue, tea, coffee and a
choice of soups. Suitably replenished, we made our way towards the large bonfire crackling in the
night sky. Fortunately, there is a long sturdy wooden fence to lean on about 100m from the bonfire
and people start talking about roasting potatoes. Soon the fireworks start and there is a very good
variety of colours and bangs, all of excellent quality, for the next half hour or so. Lots of little children
are whooping, oohing and aahing, including myself! Another good memory to add to my Firework
Party Memory Bank.  Well done Stalbridge Scouts.

Henstridge Past
 As a lot of you will know I grew up in the vicarages, both old and new, when my dad was the vicar
here from 1953-1985. Dad has been living for a while in Carrington House in Wincanton and as a
family we are now undertaking to sort a lifetime’s memorabilia. We have found and I certainly will
treasure a lot of items and will find more relevant homes for some. If you collect train or bus
numbers or bus tickets or know someone who does please get in touch. I have found enough to
make it worth thinking about an exhibition perhaps in the church next year of Henstridge artefacts.
Some of you may know where you were when you heard King George V1 had died or have photos of
coronation day or of the diamond jubilee of Queen Victoria. This is only an idea at present as I have
no idea of anything planned for the celebration next year. If you think it has some chance please get
in touch. I cannot offer to store items as I am fast running out of room at present.

This idea stemmed from an email from Jenny bates about the book of Dad’s time in Henstridge which
Nancy Mauger put together. I have the original here now and if anyone would like to see it that could
be arranged, but be warned you can loose a lot of time once you start.

We now have transcripts of registers and other documents in the church to look at so you could find
out lot more.

Jane Jeanes - 01963 370769
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Women’s Fellowship
The Women’s Fellowship meets monthly, usually in the Henstridge Vicarage, for friendship, fellow-
ship, fun and prayer.

Five meetings in the year are Talking and Listening.  There are five other meetings, one of which is
the Women’s World Day of Prayer, which is a lovely service held in turn at the churches in the
Benefice and is not just for women! We celebrate Easter with a speaker, meditation or dvd.  Then in
July there is a Summer Tea with Charity Bring and Buy and in September we enjoy a Quiz in aid of
The Children’s Society.  We attend the midweek Communion in December (this year on 21st
December), which includes Carols, coffee and mincepies. There are no meetings in January & August.

No joining or monthly fees are collected, although we do hold a Bring & Buy in aid of The Children’s
Society at each meeting.

11 January NO MEETING
8 February Talking and Listening
2 March Women’s World Day of Prayer Service
11 April Easter meeting
9 May  Talking and Listening
13 June              Talking and Listening
11 July  Summer Tea & Charity Bring & Buy
August    NO MEETING

     A warm welcome awaits you, so do come and join us.

Contacts are Betty Schofield – 362465 or  Margaret Ridgewell – 363673.

Henstridge Village Hall Quiz
with Fish and Chips or Chicken and Chips Supp

Organised by Henstridge WI

Date:   Friday January 20th 2012
Time:  7pm for 7.30pm
Venue:  Village Hall
Cost:  £8 per person, teams of 4

Closing date:  Friday 13th Jan 2012

There will be a Raffle.   Bring your own Drinks and glasses

Money raised will be divided between the Village Hall and another Charity.

Book tables by contacting Pauline Bishop on 01963 363586
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Henstridge Art Group
We are “breaking up” for Christmas on Monday 28th November and shall resume on Monday 9th
January 2012. From then on we shall be meeting each Monday morning from 10 am to 12 noon in
the Village Hall.

If you are interested in joining the group, just come along one Monday morning and we shall be
pleased to welcome you. You will then see us at work using water colour or other paints, pastel,
pencils or charcoal. We have no tutor but just work as our own pace at the subject and with media
that we choose for ourselves. Remember 9th January.

Works produced by members of the Henstridge Art
Group

From the Parish Council
Since welcoming some new councillors in May, the parish council has been extremely busy. As well
as meeting to consider many planning applications and other local issues, the council is in the
process of taking on responsibility for Oak Vale Woodland in Marsh Lane. When the Woodland Trust
advertised the auction of  Oak Vale's lease, many members of the parish felt very strongly that the
wood should remain in local hands. The parish council were pleased to call a special meeting to
discuss this and legal proceedings are now underway.

The council was delighted with the level of public involvement in the Oak Vale issue.

Members of the parish are always welcome to attend parish council meetings. Details of dates, times
and agendas for each meeting are available on the website - www.henstridgparishcouncil.org.uk and
are displayed in the parish notice boards. These are situated outside the Bird in Hand in Henstridge
and in the entrance to Chapel Lane in Yenston.

If you wish to contact the parish clerk, please call on 01963 362937. Do leave a message if the clerk
does not answer and she will get back to you as soon as possible.

BOOM BOOM
What did Adam say on the day before Christmas ?

It's Christmas, Eve !
What does Father Christmas suffer from if he gets stuck in a chimney ?

Santa Claustrophobia !
Why does Father Christmas go down the chimney ?

Because it soots him !
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New comfort in Henstridge Church

New chandeliers carrying energy saving bulbs have been installed in St Nicholas Church providing
much improved lighting for the congregation. The chandeliers were made by John Cross of South
Cheriton and are based on a design he has already used for lighting in Horsington church.

Further adding to the comfort of worshippers and others visiting the church, the pews have been
fitted with cushions, each made to the individual dimensions of the pew on which they are sited. The
generous donations made by the people of Henstridge to our Gift Day held in December last year
helped significantly in making these improvements possible.

Our next “Gift Day” will be on 3rd December when a soup lunch, at which all are welcome, will be
served in the church. Once again,  everyone in the Parish will be invited to contribute to  the running
costs and the future development of the Church. The Rector, the Rev Peter Hallett  will be writing to
all households in the Parish about this.

Moss is cleared from the roof and guttering -
part of the regular maintenance need on the

church

I don’t mind them nodding off
 - but snoring!!!
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Henstridge Rainbows and
Brownies

Rainbows and brownies meet each week in the
hall of St Nicholas school for games, fun, food
craft and lots more. We have space for more girls
and you don’t have to go to St Nicholas school to
join us. We have just finished working on a badge
which has enabled us to help Guiding in Sri Lanka
recover following the earthquake and tsunami.
We learnt a lot about tea, trying all sorts; about
elephants, learning of festivals in which they are
adorned and decorated and making beautiful
models from plastic milk containers. We also
learnt where it is and a bit of its troubled history
and why Guiding is so important to the girls and
young women there.

We carved pumpkins and made gingerbread for
Halloween and talked about its origins and didn’t
trick or treat!

For the next few weeks we are going to work on
a fire safety badge so you might be asked if you
know the best way out of your house in a fire or
if you test your smoke alarm or indeed if you
have one.

If you know of girls of the right age (5 to start
rainbows and 7 to start brownies)   please ring
01963 370769 or 07712824747 or email
lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

SOMDOR  Kids Holiday Club
We have tried our best to set up the holiday club
but unfortunately we have not been able to get
enough people to help with the day to day run-
ning during the holidays. So with great regret we
have had to abandon the scheme.

We decided to use the funds raised from the
tabletop sale to have a free Halloween Party for
the local children to say "FAREWELL". We held
the party on Saturday the 29th of October at the
village hall and everyone had a really great time.

I would like to personally thank Kerry and Nick
Armstrong for their web design and vice chair
work, Lisa Waterman for being Treasurer and
Emma Simpson for her Secretarial role and all the
other people who have helped.

Yours Faithfully

Hannah Wood

St Nicholas Bell Ringers
We are very fortunate in Henstridge to have a
really fine set of bells in our church, some of them
dating back to the early 1600s.  The traditional
skill of ringing church bells began in England in the

16th century when bells began to be hung with a
wheel for the bell rope to pass over, which ena-
bled real control of the bell.  Since then the sound
of church bells on a Sunday morning has become
one of the pleasures of living in England and
something not heard in many other places in the
world.

Just now our team is short of ringers and we
would encourage anyone who has ever heard the
bells and thought of trying themselves to come
along and have a go.

Our practice sessions are held on Tuesday eve-
nings and we will provide training for beginners
so why don’t you give our Bell Captain, Ellen Ed-
wards, a ring on 01963 362282, and come and
join us.
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All Change at the Post Office
The 15th November 2011 is a significant day for Henstridge Post Office.  John
McCoy is retiring after 16 ½ years as our Postmaster and is handing over the role
to Marcus Snow who takes over the title as from the 15th.  It’s a day they will both
remember vividly, as just as they were beginning the process of handing over the
shop by auditing the stock, there was a complete power failure which lasted for
over two hours.  But the hand over was eventually completed after power was
restored.
Marcus lives in Gillingham with his wife, Emma, and their two daughters Holly and
Charlie and their son Harry.  All three children go to school in Gillingham.  Marcus
and his family moved to Gillingham from South Wales where they used to run a
shop.  Marcus says that all the family are really excited about owning a shop again
and are really looking forward to being able to serve the people of Henstridge.
We would all like to wish John a very long and happy retirement and to thank him
for the service he has provided to our village.

John McCoy welcoming Marcus Snow who took over the shop and
Post Office on 15th November

What does it take to be happy with your spouse this Christmas?
Not a lot of cash, apparently. In fact, materialistic couples are often the most unhappy, according to
recent research. It seems that having money can lead to more bickering.

The happiest couples are those who do not care about materialistic things. In the study, these
couples scored on average 10 to 15 per cent higher on marriage stability and relationship quality
than those where one or both partners put a great emphasis on material things.

One researcher found that where materialism rules, “there is a pervasive pattern in the data of
eroding communication, poor conflict resolution and low responsiveness to each other.”

The findings were published in the Journal of Couple and Relationship Therapy.
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Loose Ends
At the end of September, we were pleased to host the Macmillan
Coffee Morning for the fourth time. I was away on a hospital trip
that week but I hear that another big crowd turned up and a
record amount was raised once again. Well done to all concerned, ₤205 was raised for the charity.
The following week would have been our fifth birthday party (in the first week of October) but we
decided to postpone this and have a Christmas Party instead.

CHRISTMAS PARTY Liz Holbrook has arranged for the CAT bus to pick up those in wheelchairs etc at
10.40am on Friday December 16th. We shall then visit the Christmas Grotto at Castle Gardens,
Sherborne  before returning for a Soup Lunch Party in the village hall. For further details of our trip,
please contact Liz Holbrook on 363193.

Our Loose Ends café meets every Friday morning, 10.30 am to noon, in the lounge at the Village Hall.
There is always a good crowd but a few more are always welcome. If you need a rest over the
festivities, we should be open on December 23rd and 30th

Merry Christmas everyone and many thanks to our large group of volunteers.,

David Rabone
Tel. no. 362892

Have you got the "Message in a bottle" bottle?
This is a simple, but possibly life saving, device for all those on medication, whether living on their

own, or not.

It is a free little kit consisting of a label that goes on the inside of the front door, (to alert the
emergency services) a label that goes on the fridge and a bottle that goes in the fridge containing
your details of your contacts and list of medication in case of emergency.

The idea is that when you need the emergency services they can immediately see where
you have stored the details, and can then take the necessary action.

We happen to know that this information has saved someone's life in the village this
year, because it ensured that the emer- gency services were aware of what the
patient needed, thus producing a quick diagnosis and correct remedy.

The only proviso is that you MUST make sure it is kept up to date.

The kit is available free of charge (by kind permission of the Blackmore Lions) from Ann Frost at 10
Park Road, or on 01 963 363 340.

You never know when you may need help!
Cliff Frost

The name of God....
A little boy died and arrived at the gate of heaven. There he met an angel. “Before you come in, can
you tell me God’s name?” said the angel. “Oh, that's easy,” the little boy replied, “His name is
Harold.” “What make you think his name is Harold?” the angel asked incredulously. The little boy
explained: “Because at Christmas we sing ‘Hark while Harold’s angels sing...” and also, when we pray,
we say: ‘Our Father in Heaven, Harold be Thy Name...’



- 17 -

ORGANISATION CONTACT MEETING PLACE

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards - 362282 Church Tower

Brownies Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

CAMEO club Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Church Services Rev Peter Hallett - 362266 Church & Vicarage

Cricket Club Matt Fryer - 370074

Explorers’ Playgroup Mrs Anna Swinburn
07792240804/01963 363228

St Nicholas  C of E School

Football Club Derek Biddiscombe - 362133

Henstridge Art Group Call at Village Hall Mondays 10-12 Village Hall

Line Dancing Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Loose Ends Dave Rabone - 362892 Village Hall

Parish Council Zoe Godden (Clerk) - 362937 Village Hall

Play & Learn Tina or Frances - 01963 31842 Village Hall Side Room

St Nicholas Church of England Primary School - Secretary Mrs Nicola Lomas - 362308

Taekwondo Lance Fuller - 0757 42484 Village Hall

Village Hall Bookings Bridget Hallett  - 362266 The Vicarage, Church Street

Womens’ Institute Margaret Hunt -  363071 School Hall

Women’s Fellowship Betty Schofield - 362465 Ring for details

Societies Clubs and Organisations
Henstridge
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THE REVD PETER HALLETT
THE VICARAGE, CHURCH STREET, HENSTRIDGE BA8 0QE

TEL: 01963 362266
 halatvic@btinternet.com

CHURCHWARDENS

OFFICERS OF THE PCCVice-Chair

JANE JEANES
BOWDEN FARM COTTAGE

BOWDEN

Tel :370769

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

Treasurer

MICHAEL SMITH
ENDICOTT

VALE STREET

This magazine is published by The Parochial Church Council of St Nicholas Church, Henstridge.

Printed by Gerald French - 01963 363497

JANE JEANES

BOWDEN FARM COTTAGE

BOWDEN

Tel :370769

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

RICHARD SCAMBLER
8 WESSEX COURT

HENSTRIDGE

ST NICHOLAS CHURCH HENSTRIDGE

The Henstridge part of the Worlds Biggest Coffee morning was held
at LOOSE ENDS�on 30th September. The event raised £205 for

Macmillan Cancer Support


