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Normal arrangements for regular meetings in Henstridge
Always confirm with the contact listed on inside back cover that a meeting on a

particular date is taking place

Art Group Each Monday (starting 19th September) 10.00 am - noon Village Hall

Bell Ringers Each Tuesday 7.30 pm Church Tower

Brownies Each Monday 6.00 pm St Nicholas School

CAMEO 1st Wednesday each month 7.45 pm Village Hall

Explorers Play Group Daily during term times 9.00 am - noon St Nicholas School

Line dancing Each Thursday 7.45 pm Village Hall

Loose Ends Each Friday 10.30 am Village Hall

Play and Learn Wednesdays during term time 2 - 3.15 pm Village Hall side room

Taekwondo Each Tuesday 6.30 pm Village Hall

Women’s Fellowship Ring Betty Schofield (362465) for de-
tails

2.00 pm Vicarage

Women’s Institute 3rd Tuesday in each month 7.30 pm School Hall

The information on the list of contacts is, hopefully, correct at the time of going to press.

If there are any inaccuracies, please inform:-
Gerald French - 363497

The assistance of Roy Schofield , Jenny Bates and David Rabone in compiling this issue
is gratefully acknowledged.

Many of the excellent photographs were taken by Roy.

HENSTRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL
Ashbourne House, Marsh Lane, Henstridge, BA8 0TG  -Tel: 01963 362937

Dates of Parish Council meetings are displayed on the Village Notice Board or see
www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

The Skate Park gets off to
a flying start!

photo © by courtesy of
Celeste Nourse Photography
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Dear Friends

Greetings:  I begin by saying a big thank you to those who organised and
contributed to  our “Circus Jostle” this year - especially to Bridget who

heads it all up. It was a very happy occasion, and thankfully, the weather was kind to us. It was
good to have such an uplifting event so soon after the tragedy of Graham Wilkins fatal motor acci-
dent. Our hearts go out to Samantha and her children and wider family.

As you can imagine I get numbers of requests from parents to have their children baptised - chris-
tened (different name, same thing). As a part of that parents go to some trouble to choose friends
or family members to be godparents. Increasingly I find that people are asking if folk who are not
themselves baptised can be godparents. The simple answer is “no”. Amongst all the other things
that a godparent is (and is not) they are a sponsor for the person who is being baptised. You can’t
sponsor someone to be a member of something if you are not a member yourself.

Is that it then?? Not necessarily. If someone, as an adult, is willing and able to make the baptism
promises on behalf of a child - why can’t they make them on behalf of themselves and be bap-
tised? Jesus was baptised as an adult. In the New Testament the call to baptism was made to
adults. Most (though not all) Christian Churches believe that baptism can be extended to children -
but parents and godparents make promises that they will bring the child up within the family of the
church - and that in due course of time, the child will be Confirmed.

Historically, Confirmation  was when the local Bishop welcomed the newly baptised into the family
and fellowship of the church. But it is also when someone, especially someone baptised as a child,
makes their baptism promises from their own heart and with their own mouth. It is when someone
takes ownership of their own baptism. When someone is baptised as an adult the older under-
standing of being welcomed by the Bishop comes more to the fore.

Each year the Bishop comes to a local church - in our case usually to Bruton - where a Confirmation
Service takes place. The candidates range from older children to older people. The oldest person I
ever presented for confirmation was in their seventies. The next
confirmation in our area will be in October. If there is anyone who
would like to learn more about this - about what it might involve
and so on, please ask me. There is always a period of preparation
during which folk both learn something of what the Christian
Faith teaches  and have an opportunity to think a bit about what
they think and believe about life, the universe and everything.

Wishing you every blessing.

The Revd Peter Hallett
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On Saturday 27th May Henstridge Football Club entertained 125 people at a dinner in a marquee on
the recreation field to celebrate 100 years of football in the village.  But we were also able to
celebrate the most wonderful season on the pitch, winning almost every competition we had
entered.

The Saturday team won the Yeovil and District League Premier Division in a dramatic, nail biting last
match of the season, beating Westland Sports at Westlands. Henstridge needed either to draw or
win the match to top the league but with 20 minutes to go were losing by 1 goal to nil.  Then
Henstridge were awarded a penalty and Scott Martin scored to level the match. With 10 minutes
left Dan Biddiscombe scored to win the match and secure the league title.

On the preceding Tuesday the team played very well to beat Milborne Port, at Milborne Port,  in the
final of the Les King cup winning 3 goals to 1.

The Sunday team, not to be outdone, also had an excellent season and won the Blackmore Vale
Division 2 League to provide the icing on the cake of a season fit for the club’s centenary year.

Any football players who would like to join the club please contact Derek Biddiscombe on 01963
362133

SATURDAY TEAM MEMBERS
Back Row (L to R) Richard Deane : Scott Martin : Darren Wakely : Adam Guy : Lee Orford : Graham Lomas : Derek Biddiscombe

FRONT ROW (L  to R) Colin Biddiscombe:Dan Biddiscombe:Nicky Hewlett:Sam Biddiscombe
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From a fun packed event
in pleasant weather some
£500 will be sent to St
Margaret’s Hospice.
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LOOSE ENDS

Our cafe continues to flourish on Friday mornings at the Village Hall. Highlight of our year so far was our
‘alternative street party’ on the Friday of the Royal Wedding. Most of our regulars (about 40 people) turned up
for coffee and cake and about 30 stayed on for lunch. Our thanks goes to Cherry Shepherd and Margaret
Ridgewell and others for organising the food  and to all who brought food or helped on the day.

Our fifth birthday party will take place in the first week of October or we will host the local Macmillan Coffee
Morning at the end of September if the members prefer; please look out for posters in the village around that
time.

At the end of May, we set a new record. By 11am, there were 5 men and only 2 women in the hall; the first time
I can remember there being more men than women in attendance. Of course, it did not last but at least I have
more men to speak to than in previous years.

If you have not been to see us yet, Loose Ends is held every Friday morning in the Village Hall lounge from
10.30am until noon. A warm welcome awaits you.

David Rabone   Tel: 362892

PLAY AND LEARN
Play and Learn is a popular interactive group where parents and children
learn and explore activities together. The Group is run by Tina and Franc-
es of the Balsam Centre.  It is held during term-time in the side room of
Henstridge Village Hall on Wednesdays from 2 p.m. - 3.15 p.m and is for
babies and children up to three and a half years old.  There is a suggest-
ed donation of £1.50.     Play and Learn finishes for the summer on
Wednesday 20th July and restarts for the autumn term on Wednesday
7th September.  The group has been very successful, so if you don't manage to get along before it
finishes for the summer, make a note in your diary for September.  Make sure you and your child
don't miss out on the fun!

Bowden Bees
Lots of honey availa-
ble . Thank you for
the support you gave
our stall at the jostle.

We can deliver when we are down in the
village if you give us a ring.

It is surprising how far our honey travels as it
is often given as a gift, lasting longer than
flowers and is local.

01963370769

HENSTRIDGE ART GROUP
The group is currently not meeting during the
summer months but will be re-starting on Mon-
day, 19th September.  It meets on Monday morn-
ings from 10.00 to 12.00 at the Village Hall.  If you
are interested in joining the art group, just come
along with a pad and pencil:  there is no need to
bring expensive art equipment.   This is a good
way to brush up on your art skills and make new
friends - or renew friendships with old - so come
along in September to the Art Group.   Make a
note in your diary!
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HENSTRIDGE WI   -    WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS.
We meet monthly in the hall at St Nicholas School except during the summer when we may be out
on trips.  The general format of the meeting consists of a speaker (the yearly programme reflects a
broad variety of subjects), WI business, relaying and discussing local, county and national informa-
tion, social time and a competition.

Activities of our WI includes fundraising events, coach trips to various places, attendances at group
and county events, croquet and skittles.

Members can be involved/attend any events or workshops put on by County or National Federation;
examples are cookery, crafts, art, music and drama, sports, environmental affairs. Members can also
access residential courses at Denman College near Abingdon.

We receive a county newsletter and members receive a national magazine – WI Life.

Henstridge Women’s Institute is in Stavordale Group (made up of six WI’s), the Group is part of
Somerset Federation which in turn is part of the National Federation of Women’s Institutes.

Members pay a yearly subscription. (We have vouchers for a free visit to a WI within Somerset
Federation.)

Come along to a meeting (not August) or phone Margaret Hunt on 01963 363071 for more informa-
tion.

HENSTRIDGE WI REPORT FOR WOT’S ON JULY 2011
In March we had an interesting and visual talk on Photography by John Foster Pegg. He brought
along photos made into cards, pictures using different mediums and cameras.

April was Family History by Margaret Judge and Margaret Hunt.  In May the speaker was a fundraiser
from Somerset and Dorset air ambulance who told us of the history and day to day life of the Air
Ambulance; the staffing, maintenance, funds, and charity status. We also saw a video of a few
people whom the service helped. The June meeting was held at Castle Gardens fol-
lowed by a meal at The White Hart in Sherborne. A coach filled with WI mem-
bers, their families and friends very much appreciated a trip to Compton
Acres in May.

Weekly croquet games started in April and will continue to September, culmi-
nating in an inter group match. Skit- tle matches against other Women Institutes
in the group started in June.

The Stavordale Group Social was held in March at Wincanton where over one hundred
WI members enjoyed a 1950’s fashion show. One of our members won second prize, with a skirt she
had made, in the competition of a 1950’s article of clothing.

We have recently provided refreshments at the Jesters Jostle.

We shall be having a cheese tasting at the July meeting in the school hall; the August meeting is a
trip to Willowbridge Farm at Godney; September’s topic is Reflexology.

We have been invited by Horsington WI to a Strawberry supper in July and a lunch by Wincanton WI
in August.

New members are always welcome. We meet in the School Hall on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at
7.30pm. If you would like more information phone Margaret Hunt on 01963 363071.
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The 1881 census,   divided into
North and South Henstridge
with an index of the families
living in each area has been
compiled by Cliff Frost. The file
will be placed in the Church to
join the burial information.

Line Dancing
The line dancing group meet every Thursday in the village hall from 7
.45 until 8.45. The cost is £3 per session. All are welcome to come and
join in the fun.

On July 2nd we went to St. Nicholas school fete and demonstrated a
few of our dances. We have now finished for the summer break and

will start again Thursday 1st September.

Many thanks to Bridget for looking after my ladies and keeping them dancing whilst I was away.

For information contact Ros Browning on 363016.

DID YOU GUESS?
THE MR & MRS BOWDEN

REFERRED TO ON PAGE 9 IS A
PSEUDONYM FOR

MR & MRS JEANES!!!

Y
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N
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A

The Yenston Gala held on 2nd July in a relaxed and charming atmosphere, successfully
raised over ₤400. The Alzheimer's Society & St Margaret’s Hospice are likely to be the

beneficiaries

©
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NEWS FROM A QUIET CORNER

What does one have to do to win at the Bath and West Show?
The premier show for cider and apple juice exhibitors.  Never
having ventured into this world before I entered in 2010 and was
astounded to get a 2nd prize in the blended juice class with apples
from the 2009 crop.

Tasting the juice all through the process is of the essence, from
carting the apples from the orchard, washing then crushing and
pressing, before filling the bottles and pasteurising.  Of course it
all depends on what apples are available at any given time and the
mix of varieties if for a blend. I know that Ashmeads Kernel make

lovely juice but then Kings Acre Pippin is pretty good too.  Even Bramley, which can be so astringent
in October has mellowed with a piquancy and sweetness by late October.  So trial and error is the
thing.  Bottles of juice thought to be good were labelled SG (Seriously Good) or VGI (Very good
indeed) and carefully stored away for the following year and the tasting in April.

Four of us duly sat around a table one Sunday morning for a blind tasting to select juices for the
show, working to a score sheet awarding points for colour, viscosity, acidity, flavour and distinctive-
ness.  It’s a good job it was not cider we were drinking or we would have been under the table.  There
were 16 lots to get through!  Entries were duly made and delivered to the steward in the orchard and
cider tent on the showground.  Outside was some intriguing machinery for scooping up the fallen
apples from the orchard floor.

Imagine my intense joy when, two days later, a friendly steward phoned to say Quiet Corner Farm
had won 1st and 3rd prizes in the blended class, a huge achievement. The winning juice was made
on 21st October 2010 from a mix of Kings Acre Pippin, Newton Wonder, Bramley and Calville Blanc
d'Hiver, all lovely old varieties and also the one our tasting group
selected as the best juice.

Not much is doing in the orchards at the moment only watering the
young trees planted in May, whilst Sue Place’s colourful Zwartbles
sheep keep the grass down.  I do enjoy watching the playful lambs
without any of the work.  Community apple juicing starts in Septem-
ber. Anyone is welcome to make juice from their own apples or ours.

Then the next thing will be Apple Day on Sunday 23rd October.  Any
Henstridge craftsman who would like to have a stall or demonstrate
a country skill please get in touch and volunteers are eagerly sought
after.  Finally we hope for a lovely day.

Patricia Thompson  01963 363045
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Once again, it is such a privilege to open our doors via Wots On and give you an insight into
our most recent successes here at St Nicholas. A warm welcome to more new pupils this
term – it has been great getting to know you and helping you settle in to our happy school.

In September, pupil numbers will have increased by 64% in just over a year and a half.

It was great meeting up with some new faces from the village at this term’s Parish Council Meeting and
thank you to those in our village who have very kindly called in to our school office, offering a helping hand
with our summer fete and future after-school clubs. This year’s fete was another huge success, raising just
under £1000 in 2 hours; a huge thank you to Mrs Jane Graziano and her very efficient team of parents,
staff, children and governors for making the day so enjoyable. Thank you for coming along and supporting

our stalls, garden tour, Gillingham Silver Band – well done to
Owen Barnes in our Year 6, our Year 6 hip hop dancers, village line
dancers and many more excellent displays. Thank you also to Mr
and Mrs Henry Simon, from The Piers Simon Appeal, who officially
opened our afternoon. A fun day was had by all who came along.
Well done to Marcia, Chloe and Ellie – the next new British Hand-
bag Designers

This year has seen many achievements for our school and all
involved. Firstly, that of Ofsted. The inspectors reported:  Out-
standing care, guidance and sup-

port provision ensures that all pupils feel safe and develop confidently.
Pupils’ good behaviour is reflected in the thoughtful, friendly and re-
sponsible attitudes they develop. All groups of pupils achieve well, in-
cluding more able pupils … there is much enjoyment evident in all they
do. Relationships between all staff and the pupils are excellent…staff
work together as a strong team. They set ambitious targets for what the
pupils should achieve. Through implementing robust and regular assess-
ments procedures…, staff have a very clear overview of pupils’ perform-
ance. Staff know all pupils very well and cater sensitively for their needs.
The curriculum is well designed to provide a good range of practical
activities to broaden pupils’ understanding and enable them to ‘learn by
doing.’ The school’s Learning Garden is an outstanding facility … Through
work in the garden and other activities, pupils gain a very sensitive
awareness and appreciation of the world around them. Many comment
that school is a happy and friendly place to be. (Ofsted, March 2011)

Secondly, our Church School Inspection (Diocese of Baths & Wells) in
April 2011. We were delighted to receive ‘outstanding’ in all areas. Here are some of the highlights:
worship makes an excellent contribution to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development ... A
systematic monitoring programme includes scrutiny of children’s work and assessment procedures are in
place. A committed team of enthusiastic, skilful staff and governors, who co-operate very well together
for the benefit of all children. The relationships between staff, governors, parents and the community
support all children and contribute to the outstanding Christian distinctiveness of St Nicholas …

We were also delighted to receive a letter from The Archdeacon of Wells post our inspections: To be
judged as outstanding in the SIAS inspection is a tribute to your leadership of the school, and the dedication
of the whole school community. (May, 2011)

ST NICHOLAS CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
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The Director of Education also wrote to us: to be judged to be an outstanding church school is a truly
tremendous achievement, and is certainly testament to your excellent leadership… I was greatly encour-
aged to read the inspector’s comments on the school’s positive and creative approach to learning and how
that is reflected in the pupils’ approach to learning and to life. It was also good to read of their strong social
and cultural awareness. Thank you for … enabling your children to grow in such a rich educational and
spiritual environment. (May, 2011)

It has indeed been another busy, enjoyable, productive year and the children have enjoyed many fabulous
learning experiences. These include trips to Bristol during our Science Week, a really fun day at Longleat,
our sponsored walk for The Piers Simon Appeal (raising £400), our Year 6 residential week to Adventure
Okehampton, Devon where the children had an excellent time canoeing, kayaking, gorge scrambling,
climbing high ropes, recent successes with our Football Team and much more. A huge thank you to my
staff for working many extra hours to make the above trips possible and highly successful in many ways.
Visitors in to school include, Mr and Mrs Bowden for their bee workshop, Carly with the chickens and
African beasties, John for the amazing paper constructions and again, many more. Thank you all for
injecting such passion and excitement into our learning here at St Nicholas.

A special thank you to one of our many very dedicated Governors and parents for working with our older
children to complete our Eco-friendly Green House. The end result is most impressive. Other parents are
already planning for more projects in the Autumn Term – first on the list is our new living willow dome. We
are still collecting milk tops for Romania and this week, Mrs Fletcher will be visiting our school to update
our children on how this simple recycling task can directly impact orphans in Romania. Thank you for
dropping milk tops off in our local shop/office.

All our children have been working diligently with their teachers and teaching assistants; a very special
congratulations goes out to our Year 6 pupils. They exceeded County’s targets for the end of this year and
have, once again, made us all very proud. All children who took their SATS were awarded Level 4 or above
in both Literacy and Maths. This is an excellent achievement. Well done to Blake, Chloe, Jack and Shania
for gaining Level 5 in Literacy. Again, congratulations to Jack who also achieved 98% in his Maths SATS
paper – a fantastic result! We would love you to join us at our Year 6 Leavers’ Service and Prize Day in St
Nicholas Church on Friday, 22nd July at 2.15pm led by Rev. Hallett. We will be awarding our new
cups/medals and the children will be singing and sharing their thoughts with us.

As always, I could probably fill most of your magazine but I should finish soon! I would like to say a huge
thank you to all those who work alongside me, making all of the above possible. I have always believed
that successes only continue through a fully committed, highly skilled, happy team; I am extremely
fortunate to see this each day at St Nicholas.

Do keep finding new ways to support our village school – we are always open to new ideas.  Listen out for
our ‘Ding Dong Day’ – the bell from the school tower has left us to be restored and my surveyor assures
me that it will return again soon – hopefully, before our Year 6 children leave.

Best wishes to you and your family for the summer holidays from all of us at St Nicholas.

(One of our topics in September is a local study – Henstridge. If you have any interesting
facts/artefacts/photographs etc please do get in touch with me. We are really keen to hear from you and
would very much appreciate your input into bringing our village alive for our children.)

Mrs Alison Shearer

(Headteacher)
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Henstridge Youth Facilities are pleased to
declare the Skate Park and Multi Use Games
Area open! It has been a fantastic journey and a
real pleasure to see the adults and youth of
Henstridge come together to produce this new
facility.

Our committee was formed in June 2010 and
set about raising over £90,000. Local fund
raising together with a few major funding
applications meant the funds were raised in just
under a year. Construction began mid March
2011 and finished mid May 2011. Allowing us to
host a grand opening on the 21 May 2011.

About a hundred people turned up to the grand
opening where spectators were wowed by
displays put on by professional skate boarders
from Sports of Bond Street, Yeovil; and stunt
bikers Lewis Bainbridge and local award winning
off road biker Harry Kimber, age 10. The inline
skate workshop proved to be very popular. All
of this coupled with great food led to a very fun
afternoon.

A big thank you to my committee members: Sue
Place, Simon Cullum, Molly Mitchell, Ryan
McCoy, Bridget Hallet, Sam Healy, Liz Holbrook
and Stephen Brown. I would also like to thank
non-committee members who volunteered and
gave advice and support throughout the project.

Thank you to Stephen Barnes (SSDC’s Play and
Youth Facilities Officer) for giving our village his
time, giving guidance and support to this project
since the committee was formed up until
completion of the project. This has been greatly
appreciated.

A warm thank you must also go to all our
sponsors and funders. Their support will
positively benefit our community and give
enjoyment for many years to come. Our main
funders are: Viridor Credits, County Council -
Somerset Youth and Community Service,
Awards for All, Somerset Community
Foundation, Yarlington Housing Group, Signpost
Housing Association and the Avon & Somerset
Police Community Trust.

Nicola Powell-Smith

Henstridge Skate Park News

Editors note:- A massive thank you is due to Nicola for being the power house behind this project.
When was the last time a major project such as this was brought to fruition in Henstridge in twelve
months? Certainly not within the thirty years I have lived here. It takes a dynamo to drive it. So,
congratulations Nicola, and thank you.
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Village Hall Update July 2011
The Village Hall continues to provide a much valued community space to the residents of Henstridge
and beyond. We now have over 12 regular clubs/groups using the hall including Art class, Line
Dancing, Cameo, Peeps, Tai Quando, Loose Ends and the newly popular Zumba classes.

A couple of months ago we managed to redecorate the main hall, changing the colour scheme to
sage green. I would love to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to Tony Graziano for all his
help; he spent many an evening washing, sanding down and painting the walls.  Around six of us
spent a couple of days finishing the walls and glossing the paintwork.  A big thank you also to the
Jameson’s for giving the curtains a face-lift.  On 17 August we are planning to decorate the lounge,
so if anyone is available to help out for a couple of hours, please call me on the number below.

At the Jostle last month we managed to run four stalls (books, key game, teddy bear jump &
balloons) in aid of the village hall; we managed to raise £250, of which we donated half back to the
Jostle to help meet their costs.

As the hall is used by a great deal of users for varied uses, it needs to be both functional and
adaptable; it can sometimes be difficult to see the hall as an ideal venue for functions such as
wedding receptions and children’s birthday parties, because of this we have set up the hall and taken
the photo below to show you how
the hall can be transformed to meet
your needs.

 We are currently looking for new
Trustees; we are a friendly bunch
who meet every other month, look-
ing for ways to better the village hall
and its facilities.  If you want further
information please contact Sam for
an informal chat.

For all hall bookings please call Brid-
gett Hallett on 01963 362266.

For all other enquiries please call
Sam on 01963 362486.

Sam Best, Chair

MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE

HELP THE EMERGENCY SERVICES TO HELP YOU!

Whoever is on medication really needs a “message in a bottle”,
to record their details for your carer and the emergency services.

ESPECIALLY IF YOU LIVE ALONE.
Make sure you keep the details up to date!

The ‘bottle’ kit is supplied by the Blackmore Lions
 and is available FREE

from Mrs. Ann Frost on 01963 363340,
or at “Loose Ends” tea & coffee on Friday mornings

in the Village Hall.
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W meet on the second Wednesday of the month
Please come along - a warm welcome awaits you.

13 July   ~   Summer Tea and Charity Bring & Buy in aid of Somerset Sight
at 19 Old Station Gardens, Henstridge at 2.00pm

No meeting in August

14 September   ~   Quiz in aid of the Children’s Society
at The Smithy, South Cheriton.

12 October and 9 November   ~   Talking and Listening
At Henstridge Vicarage  at 2.30 pm

21 December  ~  Christmas Communion, Carols and Mincepies
at  Henstridge Vicarage at 10.30

 Contacts - Betty Schofield  362465 & Margaret Ridgewell  363673

Women’s Fellowship

NEWS FROM EXPLORERS PRE-SCHOOL
In March we had our Ofsted inspection and were judged "Good" in all outcomes. The inspector said
"Explorers Pre-School is a caring, welcoming and inclusive place that highly values each child as an
individual. This is its key strength." We were extremely pleased with the outcome and I would like
to thank everyone for their hard work and dedication to Explorers.

We had a "street party" in the garden to celebrate the royal wedding and the children made
bunting to decorate the garden and crowns to wear during the party. They also made sandwiches
and decorated biscuits with the help of some parents and a good time was had by all.

Our trip this year was to the Sealife Centre in Weymouth. The children were able to hold a crab, a
starfish and to see penguins, seals and some very ferocious looking piranha fish! The weather was
bright and sunny and the children were able to cool off in the splash zone before coming back to a
very rainy Henstridge.

Our annual teddy bears picnic will be held on
the last day of term to say goodbye to those
children leaving us to go onto St Nicholas Pri-
mary School. We wish them happiness and suc-
cess for the future.

Explorers is open on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday from 8.50am-1.00pm and from
8.50am-12.00pm on a Thursday and Friday dur-
ing term time. For more information or to ar-
range a visit please phone Mrs Anna Swinburn
07792240804 or 01963 363228.
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1ST HENSTRIDGE BROWNIES AND RAINBOWS

We have had busy time taking part in activities to celebrate the 40th Birthday of our region includ-
ing a trip for some to a large event in Exeter. None of these activities would be possible for the girls
without the hard work and support of the adult leaders and parent helpers. The Rainbow unit in
particular has and will continue to need parent helpers so that it can continue.

  Our first Rainbow made the transition to Brownies after Easter and others will go up in Septem-
ber. We have had several enter this term but we need more girls to join if the units are to flourish.
The girls (and adults) have had lots of fun this term although tinged with sadness during the last
few weeks.

 We ran very successful chocolate tombola stalls at the jostle and school
fete, which enabled us to give donations to the jostle fund and to the
school association and also to put some money into funds. The other
way we raise funds for the units is to collect, store and then, when I
have enough ,to sell aluminium cans. This may explain why I always have
cans outside our back door or in the car or can be seen collecting them
wherever I go. This recycling plays a large part in enabling us to run a very
small unit and to support girls subs if necessary. I am hoping to sell some
cans in the near future so if you have any lurking around please let us have
them.

The Borwnies and the Rainbows will have a summer break and will return in September. Please
contact Jane Jeanes aka Brown Owl or Woodpecker for details on 01963 370769, 07712824747 or
lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

WINCANTON SCOUT AND
GUIDE SHOW

Some of the girls and leaders are busy
rehearsing for this show which will take

place on October 26th,27th,28th 7pm in
King Arthurs School Wincanton. The
show is full of music, dance, fun and lots
of fantastic scenery and props. A lot of
hard work goes into a show like this and
a full house on each evening makes it
worthwhile so please ask Jane Jeanes
(01963 370769) or any of the leaders for
tickets later.(September onwards).The
school is fully accessible to wheelchairs.

IN AID OF 2ND TEMPLECOMBE SCOUT GROUP

LIVE ROCK NIGHT

Saturday 17th September
7.30 to midnight

at the Pines, Common Lane, Yenston
Featuring “TUTZ 3” & “Fight Like Kids”

BBQ & other food available
Adults  £10 - Children(u18y) £5

Tickets available in advance from
Elaine 01963 32987
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NEWS FROM THE LIONS DEN
Here is the latest news from the BLACKMORE VALE LIONS.

Our Swimarathon held in April was yet again a great success the monies raised
enabled us to make donations of £1500 each to Guide Dogs for the Blind and to

Julia’s House. Next year we hope to encourage more teams to enter - remember
it is a way for your team to raise money for your own Charitable cause in addition to the
main Charity for the event. Next years event will be on the 24th and 25th March.

The annual Blackmore Vale Golf Fun Day was also very successful, held on a glorious day at Folke Golf
Club in April. Subsequently we have donated £750 each to St Margaret’s Hospice and to the
Weldmar Hospice Care Trust. Next year’s event is on Sunday April 15th . So golfers please put it in
your diary, it is always a brilliant afternoon out.

Following the terrible tragedy befalling the Wilkins family, the Club have donated £250 to the “Jack
and Chloe fund”. Our hearts are with them at this very sad time.

We will continue with our busy programme throughout the summer. Events include marshalling at
the Doddler’s half marathon, a members BBQ, helping at the Oakfair, the Great Dorset Steamfair and
the Cheese Festival

We are delighted that Keith Warterhouse who lives in Henstridge has recently joined the Club,
however membership is still a problem as it is for all clubs. To enable us to continue suporting all
events next year we really do need some new people, so if any of you are interested please give me
a call.

Again a big thank you to all those that have supported and helped us over the last few months.

More information can be found on our web site www.bvlions.co.uk. or phone me on 363281.

Our motto as ever is “we serve”

Lion Peter Oswick

Wot’s On needs a new look
Our front cover is terribly out-dated.
Please have a go at re-designing it!

Designs can be either computer generated
or free hand, suitable for A5 reproduction.

Entries, please, to
Gerald French

CoxWalls Cottage, Ash End (363497)
by mid of September
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We have had a very busy and interesting year, covering a wide range of subjects
such as Stained Glass Windows, Tea Tasting (that was great fun, having to guess
the flavours), Home Fire Safety and Bee Keeping (by Henstridge’s own Ken
Jeanes).

In June we had a skittles evening at the Bird in Hand that was thoroughly enjoyed
by everyone.

The forthcoming topics for the remainder of the year are shown below and the November title is
particularly intriguing! In December we will have our Christmas party with fun and games for all.

I think you will agree that has Cameo has provided, and will continue to provide an interesting year.

On a personal note I would like to thank Ann Frost for holding the fort whilst I was away in Australia.
My daughter, Mya, and her husband Neil now have a beautiful daughter Una Mairi, born April 14

August No Meeting TBA

1st September An Undertakers Life Tallk Clive Wakely

5th October The Turin Shroud Talk David Hawkes

2nd Nnovembefr “No Knickers” Talk Jenny Peet

7th December Christmas Do TBA

Any Enquiries to 01 963 363 016

Please note that all the Meetings start at 7.45pm in Village Hall, and are open to anyone.

Entry is only £1.00 and refreshments are available for 20p, so
Come And Meet Each Other

and have a friendly evening with a difference, away from the box.

Please make a note of the dates on your calendar, and watch for the posters.

ST NICHOLAS BELL RINGERS
The traditional skill of ringing church bells began in

England in the 16th century when bells began to be hung
with a wheel for the bell rope to pass over, which
enabled real control of the bell.  Since then the sound
of church bells on a Sunday morning has become one of
the pleasures of living in England and something not
heard in many other places in the world.

Just now our team is short of ringers and we would
encourage anyone who has ever heard the bells and
thought of trying themselves to come along and have a
go.

Bell ringing is great fun as well as helping in the fight to
keep fit, so why don’t you give our Bell Captain, Ellen
Edwards, a ring on 01963 362282, and come and join us.
Our practice sessions are held on Tuesday evenings and
we will provide training for beginners
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TAKING TIME TO REJOICE IN GOD’S GENEROSITY
AND THE COMPLEXITY OF HIS WORKS

Bishop Peter Bath and Wells and I have just been on another of our excursions
into the deaneries of the Diocese – this time Glastonbury jurisdiction in all its
wonderful variety. On one and the same morning I found myself visiting the
nature reserve at Shapwick Heath managed by Natural England and then a local
Peat works near Burtle.

There is considerable controversy about the use of Peat, particularly around the release of carbon
into the atmosphere when it is extracted thereby increasing the greenhouse effect. I am told,
however, that the peat bogs of Somerset pose very little risk in this regard because they have been
there for so long and are now virtually carbon neutral. There is also huge care taken in restoring the
excavated peat bogs back to their natural wetland habitat and so beginning the cycle all over again!

Not only that, but it is precisely because of the extraction of peat on the levels that so many people
are able to enjoy the extraordinary wetland habitat that plays host to a wonderful variety of wetland
birds. What is increasingly clear to me is that we are stewards of an increasingly complex environment.

Writing about this, Sara Maitland comments, ‘We have to struggle to replace a functionalist, bureau-
cratic God with an artist God – that is to say a God who loves beauty and risk. The goodness of God
may be hard to argue from the creation – the flamboyance, the abundance, the sheer ebullience of
God however is not. The generosity of a God who can create a universe so highly complex, so
intricate, so random should encourage not only gratitude, but awe. All those things are essential to
what it is to know God. I do not need to be able to explain God, only to look at the works of that
mighty power, accepting all their complexity and ingenuity, and be impressed, enchanted – it is
beauty, delight, joy, creativity – it is love!’

As the summer unfolds and we see once again something of the beauty of this fragile world, I hope
we will all make some time and space to rejoice once more in the generosity of our God, and to
realise what we have truly been given, so that we can act with due reverence and responsibility for
the world that God loves so much!

Bishop Peter Taunton

Find out more at “Loose Ends”
during August

or email eganbaker@tiscali.co.uk
or call 01963 363919/01963 370598
All profits go to St Nicholas Church

…………………………………………….
50p off voucher on 50ml jar of Simply 7:

Valid till 31.08.11

Simply
pure…

SIMPLY 7
NATURAL MOISTERISING

CREAM
with a blend of

SEVEN PURE OILS
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ORGANISATION CONTACT MEETING PLACE

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards - 362282 Church Tower

Brownies Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

CAMEO club Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Church Services Rev Peter Hallett - 362266 Church & Vicarage

Cricket Club Hugo Barton  - 363193

Explorers’ Playgroup Mrs Anna Swinburn
07792240804/01963 363228

St Nicholas  C of E School

Football Club Derek Biddiscombe - 362133

Henstridge Art Group Call at Village Hall Mondays 10-12 Village Hall

Line Dancing Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Loose Ends Dave Rabone - 362892 Village Hall

Parish Council Zoe Godden (Clerk) - 362937 Village Hall

Play & Learn Tina or Frances - 01963 31842 Village Hall Side Room

St Nicholas Church of England Primary School - Secretary Mrs Nicola Lomas - 362308

Taekwondo Lance Fuller - 0757 42484 Village Hall

Village Hall Bookings Bridget Hallett  - 362266 The Vicarage, Church Street

Womens’ Institute Margaret Hunt -  363071 School Hall

Women’s Fellowship Betty Schofield - 362465 Ring for details

Societies Clubs and Organisations
Henstridge
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THE REVD PETER HALLETT
THE VICARAGE, CHURCH STREET, HENSTRIDGE BA8 0QE

TEL: 01963 362266
 halatvic@btinternet.com

CHURCHWARDENS

OFFICERS OF THE PCC
Vice-Chair

JANE JEANES
BOWDEN FARM COTTAGE

BOWDEN

Tel :370769

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

Treasurer

MICHAEL SMITH
ENDICOTT

VALE STREET

Tel:363226

This magazine is published by The Parochial Church Council of St Nicholas Church, Henstridge.

Printed by Gerald French - 01963 363497

JANE JEANES
BOWDEN FARM COTTAGE

BOWDEN

Tel :370769
lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

RICHARD SCAMBLER
8 WESSEX COURT

HENSTRIDGE

TEL:363919
richard.scambler@btinternet.com

ST NICHOLAS CHURCH HENSTRIDGE

The place to be in Henstridge on a Friday morning!
Come and enjoy some good company.

The Tea and Coffee are good and you get free refills

Every Friday in the Village Hall
between 10-30 and 12.00


