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Normal arrangements for regular meetings in Henstridge
Always confirm with the contact listed on inside back cover that a meeting on a

particular date is taking place

Bell Ringers Each Tuesday 7.30 pm Church Tower

Brownies Each Monday 6.00 pm St Nicholas School

CAMEO 1st Wednesday each month 7.45 pm Village Hall

Explorers Play Group Daily during term times 9.00 am - noon St Nicholas School

Henstridge Art Group Contact Cherry Shephard) for details

Line dancing Each Thursday 7.45 pm Village Hall

Loose Ends Each Friday 10.30 am Village Hall

Play and Learn Wednesdays during term time 2 - 3.15 pm Village Hall side room

Taekwondo Each Tuesday 6.30 pm Village Hall

Women’s Fellowship Ring Betty Schofield (362465) for de-
tails

2.00 pm Vicarage

Women’s Institute 3rd Tuesday in each month 7.30 pm School Hall

The information on the list of contacts is, hopefully, correct at the time of going to press.

If there are any inaccuracies, please inform:-
Gerald French - 363497

The assistance of David Rabone, Jenny Bates and Roy Schofield in compiling this issue
is gratefully acknowledged

HENSTRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL
Ashbourne House, Marsh Lane, Henstridge, BA8 0TG  -Tel: 01963 362937

Dates of Parish Council meetings are displayed on the Village Notice Board or see
www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

The Beauty that is winter

In and around Henstridge
Photoes by Roy Schofield
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The Big Society According to Leviticus

"When you harvest your fields, do not cut the grain at the edges of the fields, and do not go back to
cut the heads of grain that were left. Do not go back through your vineyard to gather the grapes that
were missed or to pick up the grapes that have fallen; leave them for poor people and foreigners. I
am the Lord your God. Do not steal or cheat or lie. Do not make a promise in my name if you do not
intend to keep it; that brings disgrace on my name. I am the Lord your God. Do not rob or take
advantage of anyone. Do not hold back the wages of someone you have hired, not even for one
night. Do not curse the deaf or put something in front of the blind so as to make them stumble over
it. Obey me; I am the Lord your God. Be honest and just when you make decisions in legal cases; do
not show favouritism to the poor or fear the rich. Do not spread lies about anyone, and when
someone is on trial for his life, speak out if your testimony can help him. I am the Lord. Do not bear
a grudge against others, but settle your differences with them, so that you will not commit a sin
because of them. Do not take revenge on others or continue to hate them, but love your neighbours
as you love yourself. I am the Lord.”

If only we would all live like that.

Dear friends

Last night I started a Lent Course which was looking at “What Christians Be-
lieve”. A question we were asked to consider was: If someone asked you
whether you believed in God, and if so, Why? what would you say?

As the group discussed this, there were two types of answers that came
to the surface. For me the first answer is: I believe in God because Jesus is risen from the
dead. This is an intellectual statement, and involves looking at the evidence and weighing it
and coming to a decision. I did that many years ago and came to the conclusion that I could
find no answer that held water except the answer that the Bible proclaims.

So what? someone may ask.

And that brings us to the second type of answer, folk spoke of their experience of God in their
lives. One person said that when they are troubled, and when they speak to God about it,
they feel better. For myself I remember well the time that I made the faith commitment to be
a Christian. I was surprised by joy - I wasn’t expecting that! And there was a quiet and persist-
ent sense that has lasted over 45 years that God is there.

But above and beyond all this is the conviction and hope that Jesus resurrection is like the
first flower of spring, pointing to the coming of the summer of God’s new creation when he
will make a new heaven and a new earth; when death and crying and pain and sorrow will be
no more; when all things are new, and all things are well.

This gives a hope and a challenge. Those of us who believe that are called to live by the values
of that new age now - and thus fulfill the clause from a prayer that is said very often: thy king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

May God give you Easter joy and gladness.
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 Line Dancing
 The Line Dancing group meets on Thursday evenings in the Village Hall from 7.45 until 8.45.

The cost is £2 and everyone is welcome.

Pl;ease note that we do not meet during school holidays so please contact either Ros Browning
(362465) or Bridget Hallett (362266) for the dates.

St Nicholas Bell Ringers
We are very fortunate in Henstridge to have a really fine set of bells in our church, some of
them dating back to the early 1600s.  The traditional skill of ringing church bells began in
England in the 16th century when bells began to be hung with a wheel for the bell rope to pass
over, which enabled real control of the bell.  Since then the sound of church bells on a Sunday
morning has become one of the pleasures of living in England and something not heard in many
other places in the world.

Just now our team is short of ringers and we would encourage anyone who has ever heard the
bells and thought of trying themselves to come along and have a go.

Bell ringing is great fun as well as helping in the fight to keep fit, so why don’t you give our Bell
Captain, Ellen Edwards, a ring on 01963 362282, and come and join us.  Our practice sessions
are held on Tuesday evenings and we will provide training for beginners

SKATE PARK UPDATE
Henstridge Youth Facilities has been successful in raising funds for the
Skate Park Youth Zone. Work on site will start near the beginning of
March. The major work should be completed by the end of March. The
project's construction development is weather dependant, so there may
be some variables with the dates. During this time heavy vehicles will
need to access the site via the Recreation Grounds main gate, this might
cause some disruption to parking and access to the recreation grounds.
We hope that you will be patient during this process as the end result should give enjoyment
for years to come.

Henstridge Youth Facilities plan to hold an opening ceremony in April/May and notification of
the event will be advertised around the village closer to the time.

©
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Henstridge Football Club
As we approach the end of the season the Saturday team are playing well and are currently
second in the Yeovil District Premier Division with 5 games left to play.  The team has recently
lost two key players but we are still in with a good chance winning the league.  The team is also
still in the Premier Division and the Les King cups and have reached the quarter finals of both
competitions

The Sunday team is also playing very well and is top of the Blackmore Vale League 2nd Division
with seven matches remaining and, like the Saturday team have high hopes of winning the
league.  The team has reached the quarterfinals of both the Merthyr Guest and Blackmore Vale
Challenge cup competitions.
Club Centenary Celebrations
Henstridge Football Club has played football for 100 years.  This is a major milestone for any
club and we will be holding a celebration dinner in a marquee on the recreation field on Friday
27th May, which will be followed by dancing to a band.
The event will be an all ticket affair and tickets can be bought from Derek Biddiscombe.  His
phone number is 01963 362133.

Do come and join us and help to celebrate 100th birthday of Henstridge Football Club.  Do also
watch out for our notice of the celebration in the BVM during April.
The team photo shows the Saturday team in the strip they have used this season, which is a
replica of that worn by the Henstridge team during the 1911 season at the beginning of the club
history.
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LORD OF THE DAYLIGHT
by Jack in Year 6
St Nicholas Primary School

Crocodile lying under the fast flow-
ing river,

Crocodile waiting for his mouth-
watering prey,

Staying high under water,
White glistening knives dangle

from his jaws,
Scaly log – hidden, unnoticed.
Skin as slimy as a snail’s trail,

If his tail sways
It’s trapped between swords and

swatters.
The crocodile – lord of the day-

light.

Jack Wilkins presented by the Lions with a £10
book token for this poem.. With him are Alison
Shearer, headteacher and Peter Oswick of the
Lions

Women’s Fellowship 2010/11

Henstridge Vicarage at 2.30pm on the second Wednesday of the month.
Occasionally some dates, times and venues are different – see *

Please come along - a warm welcome awaits you.
April 13, May 11 and 8 June     ~     Talking and Listening

13 July   ~   Summer Tea and Charity Bring & Buy  ~  venue tba*
No meeting in August

14 September   ~   Children’s Society Sponsored Knit  ~  venue tba*
12 October and 9 November   ~   Talking and Listening

Christmas Communion, Carols and Mincepies  ~   Date and time tba*
Contacts - Betty Schofield  362465 & Margaret Ridgewell  363673

MUSIC FOR HOLY WEEK
If anyone would like to take part in a Holy Week
Music and Meditation at St. Nicholaas Church, please
contact Liz Holbrook on 01963 363193.  Liz is hoping
to organise this event if sufficient numbers of singers
and musicians are interested.
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NEWS FROM THE LIONS DEN
Welcome to the latest news bulletin from the BLACKMORE VALE LIONS
CLUB.

Well, Christmas has come and gone again. We were severely handicapped
with the appalling weather in December, which forced us to cancel many

Christmas Float visits in the Blackmore Vale. However Henstridge faired much better as,
although it was really freezing, we were able to collect on the designated evenings and many
thanks go to the helpers from the Village Hall who helped us and enabled us to donate £250 to
the Village Hall funds.

Early in February the Blackmore Vale Lions half Marathon was run, attracting over 600 runners
This is an amazingly popular event and enables us to raise many thousands for charity.

I am busy organising the annual Blackmore Vale Lions Golf Fund Day which is held each year at
Folke Golf Club. This year we are supporting St Margaret’s Hospice and the Weldmar Charity
Trust, both such deserving causes. We always have some entrants from Henstridge, so if you
play golf whatever your standard there is a place for you. The emphasis is on fun and it is always
a brilliant afternoon out.  Please contact me for details and an entry form.

St Nicholas School again entered our Peace Poster Competition but unfortunately this year did
not have a winner BUT we were so impressed with young Jack Wilkins poem ( see elsewhere in
the magazine) that we entered him in our Poetry competition and have presented him with a
£10 book token. Well done Jack!

Hope to see some of you at our ever increasing number of charity events,

Membership is a problem with all clubs and we certainly could do with some new members, so
if any of you are interested in joining the Lions please give me a call.

Again a big thank you to all those that have supported and helped us.

More information can be found on our web site www.bvlions.co.uk. or phone me on 363281.

Our motto as ever is “we serve”.

Lion Peter Oswick

MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE

HELP THE EMERGENCY SERVICES TO HELP YOU!

Whoever is on medication really needs a “message in a bottle”,
to record their details for your carer and the emergency services.

ESPECIALLY IF YOU LIVE ALONE.
Make sure you keep the details up to date!

The ‘bottle’ kit is supplied by the Blackmore Lions
 and is available FREE

from Mrs. Ann Frost on 01963 363340,
or at “Loose Ends” tea & coffee on Friday mornings

in the Village Hall.
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OUR LEARNING GARDEN
by Arthen in Year 6

St Nicholas Church of England Primary School

I am a dragon,
A wonderful place

Where animals hide.
A place of mist and magic,

A home for hedgehogs
A hiding place for birds in the trees.

A great place for listening.
A mysterious world

That we like to
Watch with our gentle eyes.

A winter wonderland,
An autumnal leafy blanket,
A sprouting spring of bulbs,

A rainbow of summer colours.

HENSTRIDGE CRICKET CLUB
A new season is fast approaching.  We are keen
to welcome any new players or volunteers.  We
are having net practice sessions on Fridays be-
tween 7.00 & 8.00 p.m. at Wincanton Sports
Centre: so why not join us there?  In April there
will be outdoor nets every week.

Fixture lists for both the Saturday and Sunday
sides will be advertised on the club notice
board in the “ Bird in Hand” as soon as they are
available.  If you would like your own copy of
the fixtures please ask an officer of the club.

VILLAGE HALL UPDATE :  MARCH 2011

The Village Hall continues to provide a much valued community space to the residents of
Henstridge and beyond, we now have over 12 regular clubs/groups using the hall including Art
class, Line Dancing, Cameo, Peeps, Tai Quando, Loose Ends and the newly popular Zumba
classes.  We have recently been successful in a couple of funding applications and have
managed to raise over £4000, which has enabled us to replace the heating system and make
repairs to the wooden cladding at the rear of the hall; many thanks to the Parish and District
Councils for their support.

With the warmer weather we want to re-decorate the inside of the hall, we are hoping to
gather a small team of willing volunteers, to wash down, sand, gloss and paint the walls, if you
have any spare time, please give Sam a call to arrange a suitable day for everyone; fish and
chips will be provided !

We are currently looking for new Trustees; we are a friendly bunch who meet every other
month, looking for ways to better the village hall and its facilities.  If you want further informa-
tion please contact Sam for an informal chat.

For all hall bookings please call Bridgett Hallett on 01963 362266.

For all other enquiries please call Sam on 01963 362486.

Sam Best  - Chair

HENSTRIDGE ART GROUP

The HENSTRIDGE ART GROUP meets for paint-
ing and drawing in the Village Hall on Mon-
days from 10 - 12 Noon.  At present the group
is fully subscribed, but welcome visitors on
Monday mornings.
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Our Pre-school ‘Explorers’
by Blake in Year 6  St Nicholas School

Looking for a fun, exciting and enjoyable place? Then turn to Explorers. Waiting to be let in to this won-
derland, you are guaranteed to see happy faces looking your way. As you step into a magical playground,
you will hear chattering children like never before.

The classroom is well prepared for your child. You can see them learning to interact with each other
through lots of different activities and experiences. Each child can also explore the outstanding outdoors
where there are plants and willow sculptures. The leaders buy new and amazing equipment to make sure
playtimes are fun.

� Reasons for coming to Explorers:

� It is a safe place for your child.

� The children learn lots of new skills everyday and make new friends.

� The equipment and resources are super.

All in all, we encourage you to come and visit; the staff are welcoming and will be happy to show you
around. Will you bring your child to learn in Explorers? Come in and decide.

(The Explorers meet daily during term time, from 9 till noon in St Nicholas School. Contact Mrs Anna
Swinburn - 07792240804/01963 363228 for furthier information)

News from Explorers Pre- School
This term the children have been involved in activities relating to Chinese New Year and spring time.
We visited the lambs at Mr and Mrs Simpson's farm where the children were able to hold and feed
some lambs and to be up close with them. Thank you to Mr and Mrs Simpson for your hospitality and
the very good home-made biscuits!

As part of their literacy lesson, pupils from hedgehog class at St Nicholas Primary school visited
Explorers to interview the staff and some of the children in order to write a report about the setting.
This proved very popular with all the children and it is planned that we will incorporate some play
sessions with the older children from the school at a later date.

Last week the children went "on a bear hunt" which was inspired by one of their favourite books.
They packed a picnic, binoculars and torches into their back packs and set off around the school
grounds in search of "the bear". This was a very exciting morning and a good time was had by
everyone. (Photograph shows chil-
dren in the learning garden looking
for the bear)

Please note that Explorers opening
times have changed.

We are now open from 8.50am-
1.00pm Monday to Wednesday and
from 8.50am-12.00pm Thursdays and
Fridays.

For more information or to arrange a
visit, please phone Mrs Anna Swin-
burn (Supervisor) 07792240804 or
01963 363228.
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Welcome to Spring Term at St Nicholas
Church of England Primary School. Firstly, I
would like to welcome new families to our
school and village; we trust you have settled in
well and are getting used to new routines and
new friends. Most recently, thank you to Mrs
Marshall and Butterfly Class children who have
helped Matthew settle in so easily and quickly
into his new class. It is great to see our pupil
numbers continuing to rise, hence allowing us to
secure extra funding once again, for our third
class next year. Small class sizes of just over
20 pupils per classroom on average allow the
children to learn in an excellent environment.

ST NICHOLAS’S GREEN FINGERS
If you have never been around our school, we
would encourage you to come and have a look.
Our ‘green treasure’ has come alive now after
its winter sleep; buds are opening, seeds from
our winter garden collection have been sown,
garlic, onions, rhubarb, hyacinths, apple trees,
holly trees and much more have all been plant-
ed up. All this fantastic hard, enjoyable work
is down to our children and a very talented
mum, Mrs Howell. The children have been
learning lots of new skills such as pruning,
trimming and shaping. They have also learned
to make (and sell) truly expert bird feeders.
We are planning to open our garden to the
village during the National Village Garden
Week so you are warmly invited to come and
enjoy the fruits of our children’s Spring hard
work. They have also ‘updated’ our bug lodge
and also created a very homely hedgehog house
for Spike and his cousins! A huge thank you to
Mrs Jane Jeanes, Mrs Howell, Ottery Nursery

(Wincanton) and Morrisons for supplying us
with some of the above plants. Working to-
gether to support our village school is key to
its success. Our Learning Garden is central to
the lives of all of our children here; Year 5 and
6 have written beautifully descriptive poems
about it so we have chosen Arthen’s to give you
a deeper insight into our ‘green treasure.’ This
is on page 6 Enjoy!

LOOKING AT THE BIGGER PICTURE
Our School Council has been very active this
term and has held excellent debates with me
around the following topics: ‘

 (Our School Asso-
ciation kindly gave us £500 to spend on updat-
ing playtimes – already we are seeing the
benefits of this; new hoppers and gyro catch-
ers, target nets etc are improving social skills
as well as physical sporting skills.) ‘

 and
We are currently collecting the following so we
invite you to join in with us. You can drop your
collections into the school office.

Ø Metal ring pulls from drinks cans – we will
be sending these out to the Philippines for
local projects.

Ø Plastic tooth paste tubes (soft, flexible
tubes only please) – these will also go to
the Philippines for a bag/purse making
project.

Ø Plastic milk bottle tops (green, blue or
red) – these will be send to orphanages in
Romania.

Ø Plastic (clear) 2 litre bottles – we have to
save 1500 of these to make our garden
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green house. Building will commence end of
March/beginning of April. We have been
collecting, at home, from October so do
please give us a helping hand.

The ladies running the projects in both the
Philippines and Romania are known to me per-
sonally, so I can guarantee that the children
and communities there really do reap the ben-
efits of these self sustainable projects.

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO?
This term my staff has worked diligently to
provide an exciting, stimulating curriculum for
all of our children. Here’s a quick snap shot of
events: Trip to Bath to experience life as a
Roman citizen, model building and historical
tours at Wells Cathedral, Sports skills
(hockey, golf etc) at King Arthur’s, police dog
handler, animal visits (including our special
guest – Mrs Carswell’s chicken), pancake and
picnic making and much more. This year’s
World Book Day, once again, allowed both chil-
dren and staff to display their creativity – a
huge thank you to all of our families who really
did inject maximum effort in to the day. Eve-
ryone had super fun searching the school for
Wally! Tinkerbell and Peter Pan did well staying
away from Captain Hook whilst Spiderman gave
a super demonstration of how to throw a web
from his wrist.

We had an enjoyable and very useful ‘Top Tips’
Numeracy/Literacy Evening with parents this
term and it was great to receive such positive
feedback on how useful it was for parents to
learn different strategies are used in the
classroom to ensure daily progress is made. I
look forward to running more sessions, as re-
quested, later this term and into the Summer
term.

Well done also to Year 6 pupils and their par-
ents for taking the lead on fundraising – in our
first week of events, they managed to raise

the grand total of just over £550. A huge
achievement at such early days.

Thank you also to our parents who volunteer to
run clubs – our new ‘Energise’ club has proven
to be a real hit. Our footballers are now pre-
paring for our first match of the season on 7th
April with Stalbridge Primary (away).

FORTHCOMING EVENTS FOR OUR
SCHOOL COMMUNITY ARE:
· School’s Easter Service in the Village Church

on Friday 8th April at 2.15 – 3.00pm.  Service
led by Rev. Peter Hallett. All welcome.

· School Association Car Boot Sale on Sunday
10th April – please watch out for details in
our posters nearer the time.

· Bags2school – bags will be received in school
on 16th May, ready for returning on 14th
June. (A super way to clear out unused
clothes, shoes etc AND raise lots of money.)

· 70s night in the village hall on 21st May.
(£5/ticket – includes entertainment and nib-
bles)

These are just a few of what is coming in
future months so do please watch out for
school posters, adverts and signs.

Finally, as the children have really been focus-
ing on the written word this term, I hope you
enjoy the pieces we have chosen for this
term’s reading. We have lots more which we
will share with you at a later stage.

On behalf of the staff, governors’ parents and
pupils of our school, a very happy Easter to you
and your family.

Mrs Alison Shearer
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HENSTRIDGE HOUSE GROUP
The House Group is a group of Christians who meet twice a month to informally study and
discuss Christian beliefs and ethics.  Discussion is always vigorous and thought-provoking since
we live in a country with fast-changing values - as can be seen from the Media.  We always start
with coffee and cake and you are very welcome to join us.  Our next meeting will be after Easter
on Wednesday, May 11th.  For further details, please contact Keith or Jenny Bates on 01963
364028.

HENSTRIDGE FAMILY HISTORY GROUP
We have been researching our own family histories for some time.
In doing so we have visited churches in other counties and have

found that some records had been transcribed and indexed which
made searching for our own families so much easier plus lessening

the wear and tear on original fragile documents.
We volunteered to transcribe our Parish records with Rev Hallett’s per-

mission. So far we have transcribed and indexed one burial register from
May 1892 to June 1948 but plan to do other registers eventually.  The results

of our efforts are in a file in St. Nicholas Church, for all to see.  They are not on-line because of
data protection.
The transcription took about nine months as we fitted it in amongst our other commitments,
the majority of the time was spent in constantly rechecking the work. We took advice from the
Family History societies at Sherborne and Dorchester.
We were surprised by the number of people who lived and died out of the area but were buried
here. Were they born here or did they have family here – another story to be told!
These new records for Henstridge and those covering many aspects of the village prior to 1892
are held at The Research Centre, The Parade, Cheap St, Sherborne Tel: 01935 389611 and at
Somerset Record Office, Somerset Heritage Centre, Brunel Way, Norton Fitzwarren, Taunton
TA2 6SF tel Enquiries 01823 278805
A small group of us from the village meet from time to time to chat and help each other with
our research.
Margaret Hunt and Margaret Judge.
LENT LUNCHES
St. Nicholas Church has organised a series of a6 Lent Lunches, all of
which will be on Wednesdays from 12 Noon to 2 p.m.  The dates of
these lunches are:  16, 23, 30 March, 6, 13, 20 April.  For details of the
different venues, please see the noticeboard inside the church porch
or at the lych gate.

Lent Lunches are a simple meal of soup, bread, cheese, fruit, and tea
or coffee.  There will be a plate for voluntary donations, 60% of which
will be designated to the Church's General Fund and 40% to a charity
of the host's choice or to a Church Special Fund.  You are very wel-
come to join us.
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A big Thank you
To all those hard working souls who provided such

excellent evenings at the “Bit of a Do”
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   Bowden Bees
The bees are beginning to be active after the
winter. The celandines and hellebores in the
garden are providing the first new pollen of
the spring. We look forward to good honey
flows and favourable weather.

It was really good to see so many of you at the
Cameo meeting in February and we were glad
you enjoyed the tastings. The very generous
donation from that night is being split be-
tween Yeovil Heartbeat the group which runs
cardiac rehab and did so much to help Ken re-
gain his fitness and Somerventure, Somerset
Guides new holiday accomodation on their
campsite in Wedmore.

There is still lots of honey for sale just ring
01963370769

1ST HENSTRIDGE RAINBOWS AND 1ST HENSTRIDGE BROWNIES

We have been working with Brownies on a badge called Night at the Museum which has given
us an insight into the working of a museum and possibly a trip to one of the large museums later
in the year. The girls are also working on challenges set by all the counties in South West
England Region to help celebrate it's 40th birthday. Some of us are going to a big party in Exeter
in June.

A Somerset leader who has been Chief Guide for SEW is to be the new Chief Guide. This is the
first time anyone from this region has won (after a lot of hard work) this very privileged job.

    Rainbows and Brownies are working very well together as a flexible group with crossover
times. We need more 5 year olds to come forward to join Rainbows and 7 year olds to
join Brownies. We meet in St Nicholas School but girls can join if they go to
school in other places.

Please ring Brown Owl or Woodpecker (Jane Jeanes if you are not in the
know!) for details.

01963370769, 07712824747 or email lowerbowdenfarm @btconnect .com

Carrying the cross by himself
He went out.
Sent out,
Yet choosing to go.
Word of life,
Choosing death,
Knowing the end from the beginning,

Carrying the cross by himself
He went out.
The only one who could,
The only way he could,
He went out
To the Skull Place,
For me.

ONLY JESUS
BY DAPHNE KITCHING
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Henstridge Golf Club
Last summer a new 9 hole golf course was opened at Henstridge Marsh.  The
aim of the owner, Mr William Bowers, is to provide a social and sporting
facility for local people and the new course joins the existing coarse fishing
lakes. Five of the nine golf course holes have got water features on them. One

even requires you to hit the ball 94 yards across a lake. Annual membership is available at a cost
of £295 or golfers can use the course on a “Pay and Play” basis at a cost of £8 for a round.

This spring will see the opening of a driving range to complement the golf course as well as the
addition of a new outdoor bowling green.  The site also has a large clubhouse with a licensed
bar. The entrance to the course is in Marsh Lane just before the junction with Marsh Camp Road.

The Cameo programme for 2011 opened with a most enjoyable talk
in February about Bee Keeping given by Ken Jeanes.

This was  followed in March by a very moving talk by Bridgett Hallett
about the children in Zambia.

Why not Come And Meet Each Other at the next meeting, there is a
full programme as you can see from the list below

April 6th Bountiful Borders Illustrated Talk Malcolm Shernnan

May 4th Raising Awareness Talk TBA

June 1st Skittles Bird in Hand

July 6th Garden Party At Ros Brownings

August No Meeting

September 1st An Undertakers Life Talk Clive Wakely

October 5th The Turing Shroud Talk David Hawkes

November 2nd “No Knickers” Talk Jenny Peet

December 7th Christmas Do TBA
Any Enquiries to 01 963 363 016

Please note that all the Meetings start at 7.45pm in Village Hall, and are open to anyone.

Entry is only £1.00 and refreshments are available for 20p, so
Come And Meet Each Other

and have a friendly evening with a difference, away from the box.

Please make a note of the details on your calendar, and watch for the posters.

The programme for 2012 is under way and if you have any suggestions for a talk or presentation
please contact Ros Browning on the number above.

Ears
Why do they have ear piercing
‘while you wait’; is there some
other shop where you can drop

them off and pick them up later?”
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LOCAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS - MAY 5th
(Article printed from the Parish Council Newsletter December 2010)

Did you know that your local councillors are consulted on nearly everything that happens in
your area? They take an active part in deciding what services are and are not provided and that
affects your family! Parish Councils are responsible for many things like: bus shelters, litter bins,
parks and footpaths to name but a few. They are also consulted on planning applications,
highway improvements, street signs, grant funding and projects that affect where you live and
what facilities your community has or receives.

Local councils are delivering more services for residents than ever before and with changes to
legislation Parish Councils may be in a position to do even more in the future. Councillors live
side by side with you in your community; they are the most local level of government, being
easily contacted and directly answerable to the community every time they walk out of their
front doors. They raise money primarily through your council tax to administer their decisions
and you need to be sure that you have the right people to look after your community.

It is said people get the local council they deserve, so could you be someone who would put
themselves forward to provide the village with the Council that you think it deserves? If this is
something that you think that you might be interested in then please contact the Clerk for
further information on what is involved.

WASSAILING
IN THE ORCHARD AT
QUIET CORNER FARM
20TH FEBRUARY 2011�
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LOOSE ENDS
We have had a very busy period since Christmas. The Friday morning ‘Flexercise’ session
organised by Debbie Kendall, from the Balsam Centre, is very popular and many people stay on
for a ‘cuppa’ with us.  Also, there have been extra people around on Fridays in February, getting
ready for a ‘Bit of a Do’ so we had the pleasure of their company as well.

Many thanks to all who have provided books for our book stall. The new stock has been very
popular with our readers. One of our less mobile members has asked for any old DVDs  on
‘wildlife’. If you can help,  please let me know.

Our Loose Ends café meets  every Friday morning, 10.30 am to noon, in the lounge at the Village
Hall.  We should be open on Good Friday. The following Friday is the Royal Wedding; if you have
not got an invite, please come and join us at the Village Hall where we hope to lay on a TV to
watch the ceremonials.

DAVID RABONE    TEL. NO. 362892

NEW CLERK FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL

At the beginning of February, the Parish Council sadly said goodbye to its Clerk, Rachel Walker
and Assistant Clerk, Fiona Parrott, who are moving on to pastures new. The new clerk, Zöe
Godden, had the benefit of a month's training with the outgoing clerks and is now finding her
feet.

The clerk will be working Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings as a rule, although there
may be cause to adjust these days from time to time. Please always leave a message if your
call to the office not answered and Zöe will get back to you. Visits to the office are welcome
by appointment.

The Parish Council contact details are:

Henstridge Parish Council
Ashbourne House
Marsh Lane
Henstridge
BA8 0TG
01963 362967
clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

There
is an old Jewish

saying - God could
not be everywhere,
therefore he made

mothers.
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PLAY AND LEARN for Children up to three and a half years old.

The  group  is based in the village for parents with babies and children up to
three and a half years and is run by Tina and Frances of the Balsam Cen-
tre in Wincanton.  Play and Learn,  held during term-time only, meets in

the side room of Henstridge Village Hall on Wednesdays from 2
p.m. - 3.15 p.m.

This is not  a typical  toddler group - it's an interactive after-
noon where parents and children undertake learning and exploring

activities together.  There is a suggested donation of £1.50.  For further details, contact
Tina or Frances on 01963 31842.  Come and join in the fun!

WI - Wots On March 2011
The Christmas meal, which was cancelled in December because of the weather,
was held at the beginning of February in Sherborne, the meal was enjoyed by
all who attended.

An amusing and factual talk on Gardening Folklore was presented by Castle
Gardens in January; there were one or two tales we had not heard before. We
also learnt about how to replant various shrubs and fruit trees.

The February speaker was Fanny Charles on the Blackmore Vale Magazine. She
talked of the start of the BVM and its development to the present day, its
association with events like the Taste of Somerset Awards and the other papers in the group,
the Fosse Way magazine and the Stour and Avon magazine. We learnt how the articles were
collected and how the magazine was put together every week before sending to the printers.

Forthcoming events include the table top sale on Mar12th in the village hall; the meeting on
March 15th is on Photography; the Group social at Wincanton is on March 25th and the
following meeting on April 19th is on Family History.

New members are always welcome. We meet in the school Hall on the 3rd Tuesday of the
month at 7.30pm. If you would like more information phone Margaret Hunt on 01963 363071.

Palm Sunday - 17th April
Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, when the Church remembers how Jesus arrived at the
gates of Jerusalem just a few days before the Passover was due to be held. He was the
Messiah come to his own people in their capital city, and yet he came in humility, riding on a
young donkey, not in triumph riding on a war-horse.

As Jesus entered the city, the crowds gave him a rapturous welcome, throwing palm fronds into
his path. They knew his reputation as a healer, and welcomed him. But sadly the welcome was
short-lived and shallow, for Jerusalem would soon reject her Messiah, and put him to death. On
this day churches worldwide will distribute little crosses made from palm fronds in memory of
Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem.
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ORGANISATION CONTACT MEETING PLACE

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards - 362282 Church Tower

Brownies Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

CAMEO club Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Church Services Rev Peter Hallett - 362266 Church & Vicarage

Cricket Hugo Barton  - 363193

Explorers’ Playgroup
Mrs Anna Swinburn
07792240804/01963 363228

St Nicholas  C of E School

Football Derek Biddiscombe - 362133

Henstridge Art Group Call at Village Hall Mondays 10-12 Village Hall

Line Dancing Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Loose Ends Dave Rabone - 362892 Village Hall

Parish Council Zoe Godden (Clerk) - 362937 Village Hall

Play & Learn Tina or Frances - 1963 31842 Village Hall Side Room

St Nicholas Church of England Primary School - Secretary Mrs Nicola Lomas - 362308

Taekwondo Lance Fuller - 0757 42484 Village Hall

Village Hall Bookings Bridget Hallett  - 362266 The Vicarage, Church Street

Womens’ Institute Margaret Hunt -  363071 School Hall

Women’s Fellowship Betty Schofield - 362465 Ring for details

Societies Clubs and Organisations
Henstridge
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The place to be in Henstridge on a Friday morning!
Come and enjoy some good company.

The Tea and Coffee are good and you get free refills

Every Friday in the Village Hall
between 10-30 and 12.00

THE REVD PETER HALLETT
THE VICARAGE, CHURCH STREET, HENSTRIDGE BA8 0QE

TEL: 01963 362266
 halatvic@btinternet.com

CHURCHWARDENS

OFFICERS OF THE PCC
Vice-Chair

JANE JEANES
BOWDEN FARM COTTAGE

BOWDEN

Tel :370769

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

Treasurer

MICHAEL SMITH
ENDICOTT

VALE STREET

Tel:363226

This magazine is published by The Parochial Church Council of St Nicholas Church, Henstridge.

Printed by Gerald French - 01963 363497

JANE JEANES
BOWDEN FARM COTTAGE

BOWDEN

Tel :370769
lowerbowdenfarm@ukgateway.net

RICHARD SCAMBLER
8 WESSEX COURT

HENSTRIDGE

TEL:363919
richard.scambler@btinternet.com

ST NICHOLAS CHURCH HENSTRIDGE


