
-  -

November 2010

A St Nicholas Church Publication



-  -

Normal arrangements for regular meetings in Henstridge
Always confirm with the contact listed on inside back cover that a meeting on a

particular date is taking place

Bell Ringers Each Tuesday 7.30 pm Church Tower

Brownies Each Monday 6.00 pm St Nicholas School

CAMEO 1st Wednesday each month 7.45 pm Village Hall

Drawing & Painting Ring Jeremy Sparks (33246) for details

Explorers Play Group Daily 9.00 - 12.00 during term times @ St. Nicholas School

Line dancing Each Thursday 7.45 pm Village Hall

Loose Ends Each Friday 10.30 am Village Hall

Parents & Carers
                   Toddlers Group Mondays during term times 1.30 pm St Nicholas School

Revellers Carnival Bingo 1st Friday in each month 7.30 pm Village Hall

St Nicholas Singers Ring Liz Holbrook (363193) for details 8.00 pm St Nicholas Church

Taekwondo Each Tuesday 6.30 pm Village Hall

Women’s Fellowship
Ring Betty Schofield (362465) for de-
tails

2.00 pm Vicarage

Women’s Institute 3rd Tuesday in each month 7.30 pm School Hall

HENSTRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

The information on the list of contacts is, hopefully, correct at the time of going to press.

If there are any inaccuracies, please inform:-
Gerald French - 363497

The assistance of David Rabone, Jenny Bates and Roy Schofield in compiling this issue
is gratefully acknowledged

Ashbourne House, Marsh Lane, Henstridge, BA8 0TG  -Tel: 01963 362937
Dates of Parish Council meetings are displayed on the Village Notice Board or see

www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

Our Front Cover
And, of  course, the answer is U R.
If this is you, then why not give us a go? Come along to
one of our services and try us out. How about Carols
by Candlelight at 6.30 pm on 19th December, or the
“Midnight Service” (actually it starts at 11.30 pm) on
Christmas Eve? Or come to us on Christmas morning at
9.30 am.

If you have young children, then the Crib Service on
Christmas Eve at 4 pm is THE place to be.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
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Dear Friends
There is just something about Christmas.

I really don’t like the way it’s been commercialised - nor so much of the
pressure that can go with the festival. But, in spite of all that, there’s

just something about Christmas.

I am sure that the time of year has something to do with it. The dark nights dispelled by
the bright Christmas lights. The sheer wonder and magic that hangs on from childhood.
And, of course, even if we think we’ve grown beyond it - you’ve only got to look at the
excitement of children now and the magic  touches us again. Maybe we think back to
childhood Christmases when we were much poorer than most folk are today. It is amaz-
ing to think how excited we got at things a modern child wouldn’t even turn their head to
look at.

Maybe something’s been lost - but we are all creatures of our times.

I love the joy of Christmas Carols - and I especially love them when they are sung to the
folk dance tunes they often were in origin. I love the readings that tell the story of the
Christ Child in Bethlehem so many years ago. Angels, shepherds and travelling Kings from
the east. Of course there is the dark shadow of jealous rulers, and babies slaughtered -
the escape of the holy family in the nick of time.

This is a story that tells of God’s actions to rescue the world and the human race from
the dark powers. His rescuing us to set us free to be truly
and fully human. To live in a world where there is no fear
- and no harm. The plan - this part of it at any rate - has
been some 2,000 years in the preparation - and it is cos-
mic in scope. And here’s the focal point - a little baby
laying in a manger.

O wonder of all wonders - for here is the Saviour of the
World!

Gift Day luncheon
With this magazine is a letter about the Gift Day on 4th December. The Church will be open
from 10.30 to 4.30 for those who would like to hand over a gift personally or for anyone who
just wants to talk. There will be a simple lunch served from 12.30 to 2.30 , and, whilst we
hope that you will make a gift if you come, all are welcome.

See you there?
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  WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
2010/11

Henstridge Vicarage at 2.30pm on the
second Wednesday of the month.

Occasionally some dates, times and venues
are different – see *

Please come along - a warm welcome awaits
you.

*December 15 Christmas Communion
*10.30  Carols & Mince pies

*No meeting in January

February 9  Talking and Listening

*March 4  Women’s World Day of Prayer at
St. Mary’s C of E Church, Templecombe.

Time yet to be decided.

April 13 and May 11  Talking and Listening

Contacts
Betty Schofield – 362465

Margaret Ridgewell 363673

AGE CONCERN SOMERSET
- CHANGE OF NAME

Please note that Age Concern Somerset has
changed its name to Age UK, and has moved
to

The new tele-
phone number
for advice & in-
formation is
08456 434 621

Ash House
Cook Way

Bindon Road
Taunton

Somerset.
TA2 6BJ
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ACTIVE KIDS

We are trying to set up a holiday club for
Henstridge children to provide activity days
during school holidays.

Our thoughts so far are that the activities
would begin at 10.00 and run to 3.00pm.  We
would expect parents and carers to stay with
their children so that they are their responsi-
bility.

The idea is that there would be a variety of
activities for the children, some indoors and
some outside, so that whatever the weather
there would be something for the children to
get involved with.  We thought about games
such as football and rounders for the energet-
ic and maybe a dance workshop indoors as
well as activities like arts and crafts and face
painting.

We would also like help with both setting up
and tidying up on each day, as well as making
refreshments etc.

There would need to be a charge for each day
to cover the cost of hiring the village hall and
the materials for the activities and this will
need to be decided once the format of the
club is finalised.

As you can see the idea is very much in its
infancy but we do feel the village children
would benefit from this.

SO IF YOU HAVE ANY CONSTRUCTIVE IDEAS
AND THINK YOUR CHILDREN WOULD COME
ALONG TO THE CLUB PLEASE CONTACT US

Kind regards

Hannah Wood and team
Henstridgekidsclub@orange.net

Tel : 07592-628-595

                           A GRAND DAY OUT By Dave Rabone

The Autumn has been particularly colourful this year, especially on sunny days.  And so it was
for the opening of the trailway from Shillingstone to Stourpaine on November 7th.  The North
Dorset Trailway is slowly opening sections of the old Somerset & Dorset Railway as bridle paths.
So far, they have a small section in Stalbridge (off the trading estate
on Station Road) and a section from Sturminster Newton to
Fiddleford. The new section opened on Sunday is nearly
3 miles long and would give a 5.5 mile round trip
from Shillingstone recrea- tion ground to Stourpaine
recreation ground. I have never stopped in Stour-
paine before but the Church looked interesting
and the pub on the main A350 was doing a roaring
trade that lunchtime.

The trailway opening was very well supported with about 700-
800 people turning up on the day. There were people on horses, lots of cyclists, a
good selection of dogs and me on my mobility scooter. It was a lovely walk, especially from the
new bridge over the Stour and then through an avenue of trees into Stourpaine, to be greeted
by a band, barbecue and drinks .  A grand day out!  For more information, see the ‘Dorset For
You’  website and go to the North Dorset Trailway section.
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Henstridge Youth Facilities     Skate Park News
It has been a very busy last few months since the last newsletter. Our endeavours with plans to
build a Skate Park continue.

25 July 2010  – Youth Car Wash held at the Virginia Ash, sponsored by James Day Engineering,
photo’s courtesy of Celeste Norse Photography. Many thanks to them for their support, this
event could not been possible without it! A net profit of £119 was made. Many thanks also to
those who supported and took part in this event. Youth Volunteers were: Molly Mitchell, Shaun
Downton, Bethney Siddel, Jonathan Hardy, Jason Hardy, Harry Kimber, and Finlay.

Adult Support Volunteers at this event were: Gail and Simon Cullum, Lizzie Holbrook and Sue
Place.

August 2010 – The youth were kindly awarded a grant of £23,050 from the YCF County Council
Integrated Youth Services Team.

September 2010 – A whole village consultation was held at the village hall, where representa-
tives from the SSDC, County Council and a skate park contractor were at hand to answer any
questions and address any concerns. The outcome of this consultation proved overall to be
positive.

October 2010 - The Parish Council formally agreed that the Henstridge Youth Facilities could
continue to raise funds and manage the building of the skate park and youth shelter on the
recreation grounds. However work cannot commence until all the funds for the park are
obtained. The amount that our group needs to secure is between £50,000 and £80,000.

This has put pressure to raise the funds at a faster pace, as there is a deadline of February
on the funds already obtained, and should we not meet those deadlines then we shall have
to return the money received. So fingers crossed, we are working hard to obtain the balance

of the funds through grants and will try to organise more fundraising events, however any
donations would be gratefully appreciated at this time.

Our next group meeting will be Wednesday 8 December 2010 in the village hall at 7pm. If
there is a change in date, notice will be in the local shop.

More information will follow in the next issue.

Many thanks,      Nicola Powell-Smith
Chair person of Henstridge Youth Facilities
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ANN FROST has been living in the village
since 1982 when her family moved from the
London area.

She is a past chairperson of the WI and a
village social group called Cameo (Come and
Meet Each Other) and since her arrival has
played an active part in their activities. Ann
has been treasurer of the Village Hall Manage-
ment Committee for over twenty years, stay-
ing a constant person through numerous
committees, and she is very supportive of the
hall and all of the organisations who use it. She
was the founder and organiser of the Hen-
stridge Art & Craft day and she personally
continues this popular event with very little
help. She is an active member of Loose Ends, a
regular Friday morning get together in the
village hall.

A former Avon Lady, until recent years Ann
was to be seen in all weathers knocking on
doors  with a friendly smile.

Ann has always been keen and active in wel-
coming new people to the village and for a
number of years was instru- mental
in producing an infor-
mation leaflet of lo-
cal activities and
services which
was provided to
those new to
the village.

Ann is very
much a "doer"
in life whose in-
terest and in-
volvement in
village life has
brought benefit to a
large number of peo-
ple and the village as a
whole over a great span of
years

GEORGE EDWARDS has been an active
member of the community for over 40 years
and is always willing and makes himself availa-
ble to lend a hand to anyone who is in need.
He works part time for the Parish Council,
tending the graveyard, allotments, recreation
ground and war memorial areas but the hours
for which he is paid in no way reflect the hours
and more importantly, the effort and pride
which he contributes to the role. George has
supported all aspects of the community and
for some time was the Youth Club leader in
the village and he is still keen to support the
provision of appropriate youth facilities today.

George takes an active role in supporting the
Village Hall and PCC, by the application of his
physical skills - he is a doer rather than a talker
- if you want something doing George is the
person to see! He is willing to do anything that
he considers to be within his capabilities and
has often played a very important "role" at
Christmas fairs within the village!

When the phrase "salt of the earth" was
coined, George Edwards must have been the

person that they had in
mind! He is truly a great

asset and a well loved
member of the village.

CITIZENS AWARDED
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If you’re
wondering why you’re going bald, it’s because
of all those times you have been pulling your
hair out while waiting for a website to load,
and then wondering why your internet bill is
ten times that of Percy McInternet down the
road, who seems to have net speeds that
NASA would be proud of.

For those of you who have not heard the
news, British Telecom are rolling out local tele-
phone exchange upgrades with their ‘Race To
Infinity’ campaign.   As far as I can tell our local
telephone exchange has not been upgraded
since the 196O’s, and this upgrade will provide
the folks of Henstridge with Bruce Lee internet
speeds, “in your face Percy!”.

But fear not fellow villagers, for our National
Trust telephone exchange is in no danger of
being upgraded unless we make them do it.
Unfortunately making British Telecom up-
grade our local exchange inline with much of
the rest of Britain requires as many users of
the Stalbridge exchange as possible to vote on

the BT internet site.
Up and down the coun-
try, users are voting for their exchanges, but
only the five areas with the biggest percentage
of users voting will have their exchanges up-
graded in the foreseeable future. So far, at the
time of writing, only 194 votes have been cast
for Stalbridge, that is, only 9.36% of potential
voters. Votes must be cast by 31st December
to count.

Just load their website (at net speeds from the
jurasic era) to cast your vote, I never said BT
lack a sense of humor!. .....Personally I cast my
vote by carrier pigeon last month!!!!

Even if British Telecom do not provide your
internet, the upgrade will still have a huge
influence over your internet providers speeds.
This is the website you have to visit to cast
your vote: WWW.RACETOINFINITY.BT.COM
and don’t be afraid to cast votes for other
people at random, I know I did (lol).

CHRISTMAS:
WHY DOES IT BEGIN AT MIDNIGHT WITH HOLY COMMUNION?

The hour was first chosen at Rome in the fifth century to symbolise the idea that Christ was
born at midnight – a mystical idea in no way hindered by historical evidence! No one knows
the hour of his birth.
Certainly in recent times, Holy Communion at midnight on Christmas morning has proved
popular with modern families. One British writer pointed out its “domestic convenience” in
1947: “for where there are children and no servants, husband
and wife may be unable to communicate at any other time.”
(So things don’t change, then!)
Here in Henstridge, our Midnight Communion service starts at
11.30. We look forward to seeing you all there to help to bring
Christmas Day in with celebration.
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HENSTRIDGE CRICKET CLUB
Following a summer season of mixed fortunes, with it’s usual blend of highs and lows, both
Saturday and Sunday sides finished mid table.

The six-a-side competition/village fun day was a great success, with money raised both for the
club and the Air Ambulance.  The cricket competition was won by Henstridge C.C., thus ending
Wincanton’s winnning run!  The club would like to thank all those who put so much effort into
making this such an enjoyable day and especially our sponsor India Cottage and our main
sponsor Dike and Son Supermarket.

Many thanks are due to Mike Blair for his many years of service to the club as one of its officers.
His contribution has led to the club being a success both on and off the field.  We hope he’ll
continue to give his advice and support for many years to come.  In the meantime we are
actively seeking a new club secretary: if you can help then please call Hugo Barton on 363193.

The club is to host the annual presentation evening on Saturday 18th December at the “Bird in
Hand”. There will be musical entertainment.

Hugo Barton 01963 363193

“You're looking glum.”
“Yes. My doctor says I can't play cricket.”

“Really? I didn't know he'd ever seen you play!”
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HENSTRIDGE BROWNIES
Brownies have enjoyed a varied programme this term. We have tried organic and home grown
food and evaluated taste and crunch, eaten different varieties of apples, tried to peel the
longest strip of peel from an apple. This is not an easy task when your hands are small and the
apples are large. We have collected tree seeds and planted them, but found very few acorns.
We took part in Wincanton District Vision event which marked the official end of the 100
celebration of our founding.

To mark Remembrance tide we made poppies and walked to the War Memorial but were
unable to read a lot of the names as they have faded so we made good use of Lest We Forget.
We are having a visit from Somerset’s Guiding president on St Nicholas Day.

We have some new Brownies but I
would love to hear from anyone who
has a daughter who is 7.

Please ring Brown Owl Jane Jeanes
01963 370769

 HENSTRIDGE RAINBOWS
Our very new Rainbow unit started in
September and we have 8 Rainbows, 7
of whom made their promise last week
. They are full of fun and very bubbly.
We have played games, exercised, eat-
en apples and made badges. They love
colouring, glue and glitter. We have
several parents who are helping each week and are giving me lots of support. Last week
Rainbows looked at and talked about poppies and promises. We also tried to work out where
in Henstridge some of the pictures in Lest we forget had been taken.

Woodpecker Jane Jeanes would love to hear from anyone with a daughter who is 5 or will be
next year so that we can plan when you can join us.  Please ring me (01963 370769) so that I
can add your name to my list.

SOME THOUGHTS FOR HENSTRIDGE 2011

Do YOU live in Henstridge?
What do YOU like about it?

What would YOU like to change?
It’s OUR home and we can ALL help to make it better.

Bring your ideas to next Spring’s Annual Parish Meeting
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BOWDEN BEES
There is plenty of honey for tea! We have had a very good summer and the
honey harvest has been plentiful. The good news is it is the same price as last
year.

We can supply thin or thick and thin in the form of a squeezy  bear. This is less
messy but you have to use it before it turns thick again. We will have a stall at
the soup lunch on 4th December and will have honey, honey fudge, fat free mincemeat,
candles, polish and hand cream so you can do some Christmas shopping or just treat your self.
(Jane Jeanes 01963 370769)

COMMUNITY RESILIENCE
The British Red Cross is offering training to people across the county to enable them to be
prepared should freak weather, accident, illness or man-made disaster overtake our communi-
ty. (If you are old enough to remember, it used to be called civil defence). The training takes the
form of a very short presentation and ideas of how to put together items you might need if you
had to leave home in a hurry and ends with some first aid tips.

Please ask for further details (Jane Jeanes 01963 370769)

Once again we have had a very busy start to
the new Autumn term. We were lucky enough
to visit Quiet Corner Farm on a beautiful sunny
day to help Mrs Thompson with apple juicing.
The children were able to help collect the
apples from the orchard and then help with
the processes of making them into apple juice.
Thank you Mrs Thompson for inviting us. Our
garden is now finished with a bug wall being
built, a bench being installed around the base
of one of our beech trees and a new purpose

built compost bin being made. I would like to
thank everyone that has been involved with
helping us make our garden an exciting learn-
ing environment for the children.

Explorers is open on a Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday from 9.00am-1.00pm and from
9.00am-12.00pm on a Thursday and Friday.
For more information or to arrange a visit
please phone Mrs Anna Swinburn on
07792240804 or 01963 363228.

NEWS FROM EXPLORERS PRE- SCHOOL

©
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This term we have been so proud of our new
reception class children.  Each child has settled
in easily and very quickly, enjoying new rou-
tines and exploring new experiences each day.
It has been fantastic to see them making new
friends, smiling while learning new skills and
becoming more confident each day – this is all
down to the superb guidance of Mrs Kay Car-
swell and her excellent team.  With having
50% growth in pupil numbers since January,
we have now celebrated in establishing a third
class.  The children enjoyed naming each room
in relation to our Learning Garden creatures:
Dragonfly Class Butterfly and Hedgehog Class-
es.

Each Friday at Celebration Service, parents
and friends enjoy sharing in the children’s
weekly work.  This term we have heard and
seen some excellent crocodile poems, Learn-
ing Garden poems, Kandinsky artwork, Roman
Mosaic designs and, of course, seeing which
house has gained the most merits each week
– healthy, respectful competition is enjoyed
by all.  A huge thank you to one of our very
skilled parents who made a beautiful wooden

trophy for the winning house. (Ash, Beech,
Oak and Willow)

Our curriculum continues to excite and en-
hance the children’s learning and so, this term
we have enjoyed the following :

·  setting up more lunchtime and after
school clubs (cookery, creative writ-
ing, chess, ICT, cycling, papier mache,
art and craft, football etc.)

·  whole class recorder tuition each
week

·  working alongside one of very dedi-
cated parents/governors each Tues-
day in our garden; already  the
children have planted Spring bulbs,
winter onions, set up bird feeders, a
bug mansion, and hedgehog home.  It
has been a real treat to see so many
wellies out and about on our school
grounds.

·  Butterfly class have experienced life
as a real Roman by visiting The Roman
Baths in Bath – a truly wonderful ex-
perience for all.

·  the KS2 children have enjoyed golf
and sporting activities at King Arthur’s

·  Aboriginal day for our topic on Aus-
tralia with Years 5&6 -dot art and
mask/ shield making.

·  Years 4&5 pupils enjoyed a beautiful
day at Artists in the Garden, Stour-
head with pupils from Horsington and
Abbas & Templecombe Schools.

Welcome to Autumn Term at St
Nicholas Church of England
Primary School.
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·  Friendly football match on our school
field with Horsington and Abbas &
Templecombe Schools; our pupils
sporting their new kit and looking very
professional!

·  Visiting Theatre Company perform-
ing Sticks and Stones

·  School Council initiative energy sav-
ing ‘Switch off Fortnight’ on 22nd No-
vember

� Harvest Services in school and at our
village church’s Sunday Service.  The
children read their poems and
thoughts confidently and energetical-
ly.

A huge thank you to our members of the vil-
lage for donating items for our Bag 2 School
collection.  We made £188.40.  Also, a huge
thank you to ladies in the village who have
offered a helping hand with planting new
trees/bushes, weekly reading with the chil-
dren and also for supporting our school events.

To improve what we are currently doing, com-
munity links are essential and we all value
outside ‘helping hands and skills’.  If anyone
wishes to come in and see how they could
assist us, please do get in touch with me.

Forthcoming events for your diary are:

·  Christmas Fair – Friday 10th Decem-
ber, 6 – 8pm.  Come and enjoy joining
in with our children’s carol singing

and mince pies in our Garden Learn-
ing Lodge.

·  Poetry and Drama Performance by
our children with the WI in the Village
Hall, 7.30pm on Monday 13th Decem-
ber.

·  Whole School Christmas Nativity –
Village Hall, Wednesday 15th Decem-
ber 2pm

� Christmas Service in the Village
Church on Friday 17th December at
1.45 – 2.45pm.  Service led by Rev.
Peter Hallett.

Everyone in our village is very welcome to
support us at any (or all) of the above events.
Our children gain much encouragement from
feedback on such events.  We are asking for
direct help with our new garden project, build-
ing a greenhouse – please can you help us to
collect clear plastic 2 litre bottles?  We need
1500 by March/April.  It would be great if you
could store them up at home and then we’ll
collect them once we begin the work. (We
don’t have enough room for this amount of
bottles in school!)

Please don’t forget, our doors are always open
for those who wish to visit us.

On behalf of the staff, governors’ parents and
pupils of our school, I wish you very best wish-
es in the run up to the festive season.

Mrs Alison Shearer
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The Parish Council are pleased to announce the arrival of grit bins in various locations around
the Parish - outside the school, in the Village Hall Car park, in Marsh Lane, in Summerfield, at
Southmead Lane, in Yenston and in Bowden. These were purchased by the Council following
last winter’s conditions when it became apparent that we would need to do something to help
ourselves to make areas of the villages, which are not on the main routes accessible. Please let
us know as these need refilling and support us in reporting any vandalism, as unfortunately the
bin outside of the school has already been tipped over several times.

The Council are very aware of the concerns over the continued disruption of Church Street. We
have recently been advised that although the developers had been ready to start work on the
site, it had been discovered that their road closure notice was not valid for this work and so an
application had been put in to County who were fast tracking it for approval by 13th December,
for work to start immediately after the Christmas break.

The Youth facilities group continue to move forward with their activities to secure a skate park
facility for the village and following the Consultation evening that was held, the Parish Council
have granted their permission for a facility to go ahead on the basketball court.

Finally, the Clerk and assistant Clerk will be leaving the Council in February and hopefully a new
Clerk will be in position by this time. Please note therefore, that the only telephone number
for the Parish Council is 01963 362937.

HENSTRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

FOR THOSE WITH AN INTERNET CONNECTION
www.Henstridgeparishcouncil.org and henstridgeonline.co.uk are two sites well worth explor-
ing. Let me whet your appetite!

The Henstridgeonline site has a wealth of interest being more of a social site than the Parish
Council’s. Here you will find  loads and loads of pictures - for instance there are 34 pictures of
the recent Apple Day, this Summer’s Jostle is covered and there is a set of glorious photoes of
Henstridge by Roy Schofield. There is a potted history of Henstridge as well as interesting
pictures and information about the Church. The site also includes an updated count of votes for
an improved telephony service through the Stalbridge exchange (see the item on page 6 of this
edition of Wot’s On).

The henstridgeparishcouncil.org site includes minutes and agen-
das of the Council and of the Planning Committee as well as past
and present issues of the Councils newsletter, the names and
contact details of all the Councillors and an interesting back-
ground paper on the work and duties of Parish Councils.

I have not done these excellent and well presented sites justice
by trying to describe them. If you are not already a visitor to the
sites, give them a go and see for yourselves.
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The Village Hall continues to provide a much
valued community space to the residents of
Henstridge and beyond. We now have over
12 regular clubs/groups using the hall includ-
ing Art class, Line Dancing, Cameo, Peeps, Tai
Quando, Loose Ends and Flexercise classes.
Over the last couple of months we have been
busy writing funding applications to enable us
to replace the worn out heating system to
keep us all warm during the forthcoming win-
ter months and to also replace the wood
cladding at the rear of the hall which is start-
ing to let in water.  The Village Hall Commit-
tee are using £2000 from their reserves fund
to pay towards the costs and we are just
waiting to hear if funding bids to the Parish
and District Councils are successful, hopefully
we can get started before the cold weather
really sets in.

Malcolm Stobart has decided to leave the
committee as the Parish Council Representa-
tive, which is a real shame. Malcolm has been
responsible for the upkeep of the hall over
the past couple of years and has been a great
asset to the committee. I just want to thank

Malcolm on behalf of the committee for all
the help and support he has offered us, he
will be sorely missed.

Congratulations to Ann Frost, our Treasurer,
and George Edwards, who is always willing to
help out with odd jobs around the hall. Both
have recently received a Somerset County
Council Award for recognition of the volun-
tary work they carry out in our community,
both truly deserved.

…And congratulations to our Chair Sam on
the birth of her son Jameson (and my Grand-
son).

We still need help to maintain the hall inside
and out and improve its appearance and
would like to hear from anyone with a few
hours to spare. Please contact Liz Holbrook
01963 363193.

For all hall bookings please call Bridgett Hal-
lett on 01963 362266.

For all other enquiries please call Sam on
01963 362486.

Lesley Best   Secretary

VILLAGE HALL UPDATE NOVEMBER 2010

LIGHTING UP HENSTRIDGE.
Henstridge is to be LIT UP FOR CHRISTMAS!. This years Jostle has provided £700 towards the
cost. The Lighting Up of Henstridge is focusing around The Cross - the cross roads at the heart
of the village - where Church Street and Vale Street cross the High Street.

The residents have met together and decided to light up the Cross with soft white lights (not
the bluey white cold ones!). They are going to string them in their trees, and cover their bush-
es. We would love for other homes to light up their places. No longer will the journey through
Henstridge be dreary at Christmas.

Looking forward to seeing it happen.!
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HENSTRIDGE LINE DANCERS
Dates for your diary

We are a small group and meet each Thursday during term time at Henstridge Village Hall
from 7.45 till 8.45. The cost is £2 and all are welcome.

However, note -

There will be NO DANCING on 25th November
9th November will thus be the last session before Christmas. The first session in the New Year
will be on Thursday 13th January.
There will be NO DANCING on January 20th as this is the day for “our meal out”. Details still
to be arranged.

          CAMEO PROGRAMME FOR 2011

5th January NO MEETING
2nd February Bee Keeping Talk by Ken Jeanes

2nd March Street Kids in Zambia Talk by Bridget Hallett
6th April Bountiful Borders Illustrated talk by Malcolm Shennan
4th May Raising Awareness

A Charity supporting Firefighters Families
DVD & speaker (TBA)

1st June Skittles Bird in Hand
6th July Garden Party @ Ros Brownings

3rd August NO MEETING
7th September An Undertakers Life Talk by Clive Wakely

5th October The g Shroud Talk by David Hawkes
2nd November No Knickers Talk by Jenny Peet
7th December Christmas Do TBA

“WELCOME TO HENSTRIDGE”
A new edition of the ”Welcome to Henstridge” leaflet is being prepared by Cliff and Ann
Frost. The pamphlet is to list local organisations, services, business, etc and will be made
available to all new residents. Would everybody who would  wish their organisation or
business to appear in the leaflet, please contact the Frosts for further information 01963
363340
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NEWS FROM A QUIET CORNER
Sunday October 17th was hardly a quiet day!  The morning witnessed frenetic activity putting
up directional apple signs all round the village, erecting tables and generally “getting ready” for
a truly amazing afternoon, when some 300 people appeared out of nowhere to celebrate Apple
Day on the most lovely autumn day for years.  Teas from the Apple Shed were the first port of
call for most.  Many discovered the true identity of our celebrity guest “ Dirty Nails” of the BVM
and enjoyed his enthusiastic discourse on growing one’s own veg.

Some found throwing apples into a bucket not so easy, as I soon discovered only getting in 4
out of 12.

Best of all - to meet so many visitors from the village was a great reward to all those who ran
the event, some twenty or more friends.  It was the best Apple Day ever.  A cheque for £100
has been sent to the Somerset and Dorset Air Ambulance.

It’s been a very exciting autumn with so much going on. “Screen Bites”, the Food and Film
Festival organised by the BVM has found me in several village halls offering tastings of apple
juice or hot mulled juice as a delicious alternative.  We are still juicing until the end of
November for anyone who wants to make their own juice, provided they can bring 20 screw
top wine bottles.  If you haven’t enough apples (80lbs for a pressing to fill 20 bottles) there are
plenty to be picked up on the orchard floor.

TV addicts of the programme “Escape to the Country” should watch out for a version on
Somerset to be screened in January or February.  The BBC cameras recently came to the farm
to film a taste of Somerset – the apple juicing.  “Look at me, forget the camera” was the
presenter Alastair’s mantra to me as we strolled through the orchard pretending to be “Oh so
casual, doing this sort of thing every day”.  Well he does but I don’t! A day’s shooting will be
edited down to 3 or 4 minutes so don’t get too much of an anticipatory thrill!

Patricia Thomson 01963 363045



- 16 -

COUNTRY DANCING
By Dave Rabone

YE-HA! It is winter time and Bridget
has started her country dancing club
again. It meets at 2.30pm on Monday
afternoons at the village hall.  Dance
for about an hour, followed by tea
and biscuits. Maryrose says “after
Country Dancing its not my legs that
ache, but my face - from all the
laughing!”. I think this is the third
year that the club has met and mem-
bership has grown to about 20. Be-
ginners welcome (like me .... it even
cured my sciatica last year!) For more
information, please ring Bridget Hal-
let on 362266.

LOOSE ENDS
At the end of September, we were pleased to host the Macmillan Coffee Morn-
ing for the third time. I was away on holiday that week but I hear that another
healthy crowd turned up and a record amount was raised so well done to all
concerned. The following week would have been our fourth birthday party (in
the first week of October) but we decided to postpone this and have a Christmas
Party instead. Liz Holbrook will try and get the school along to give us a carol or
two on December 3rd and I expect Margaret and Cherry will do mince pies on
December 17th. If you need a rest before the festivities, we should be open on Christmas Eve and
New Year’s Eve.

Our Loose Ends café meets every Friday morning, 10.30 am to noon, in the lounge at the Village Hall.
There is always a healthy crowd but a few more are always welcome. Perhaps we should think about
opening two days a week in the new year? Please tell me what you think.

Merry Christmas folks and many thanks to our large group of volunteers.,

David Rabone Tel. no. 362892

Henstridge Art Group
Henstridge Art Group meet for painting and drawing in the Village Hall on Mon-
days from 10.00 – 12.00 Noon.  For more details, call in at the Hall one Monday

morning and the group would be pleased to see you.
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FREE HOME SAFETY VISITS
On 3rd November Mr Mike Toop of the Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service gave a very
interesting and valuable talk to the Cameo meeting about fire safety in the home.

Perhaps the most important piece of information from his presentation is that the Service offer FREE
Home Safety visits to give advice and guidance in respect to fire and home safety needs and to assist
with the development of escape plans.

These visits are for anyone concerned with improving safety in their home, and are provided FREE.
As a result of the visit you may also qualify for FREE Smoke Alarms to be fitted in your home.

These visits should not take any longer than 45 minutes.

If you would like to take the opportunity to have a visit the phone 0800 7311 822.

That simple, free call could save your life!
Cliff Frost

      Message in a Bottle
HELP THE EMERGENCY SERVICES TO HELP YOU!

Whoever is on medication really needs a “message in a bottle”,
to record their details for your carer and the emergency services.

ESPECIALLY IF YOU LIVE ALONE.
Make sure you keep the details up to date!

The ‘bottle’ kit is supplied by the Blackmore Lions
 and is available FREE

from Mrs. Ann Frost on 01963 363340,
or at “Loose Ends” tea & coffee on Friday mornings

in the Village Hall.

ST NICHOLAS BELL RINGERS

Bell ringing is a team activity that stimulates the brain
and helps keep you fit  ... it also makes a glorious sound!
Many consider ringing to be their contribution to church
life, others do it for the pure pleasure and the company
it brings.

Our church has a really fine set of bells, some of them
dating back to the early 1600s. Over the past year our
band of experienced campanologists has been joined by several new ringers, who have made
good progress.  Our practice sessions are held on Tuesday evenings and we will provide training
for beginners.

Anyone can learn to ring, from ten to those in their eighties.  So why don’t you give our Bell
captain, Ellen Edwards, a call on 01963 362282 and join us to keep this ancient and fascinating
art alive in Henstridge.
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 NEWS FROM THE LIONS DEN

Welcome to the latest news bulletin from the BLACKMORE VALE LIONS
CLUB.
Christmas is so near and the Lions are busy preparing the Christmas Float
in readiness for the 4th December when we start our annual Christmas
collections. This year Father Christmas will visit Henstridge on Wednesday 8th

December with Templecombe on Monday 6th December.
As the villages keep on growing we have added an extra night Tuesday 7th December when we
will be collecting in both villages. Hopefully with this extra time we will cover far more of the
villages.
This year our collections will enable us to help the Henstridge Village Hall and the Scouts in
Templecombe.
In June we elected a new Lion President, Colin France of Okeford Fitzpaine.
The Summer has been as busy as ever. We again manned the information booths at the Great
Dorset Steam Fair selling many thousands of the event’s programmes.
Our other fundraisers included running the Real Ale Tent at the Oak Fair, helping at the
Sturminster Newton Cheese Festival and running our annual Grocery Grab Draw at the Sturmin-
ster Newton Coop.
We again took part in the National Day for the Blind where entrants walked blind folded to gain
a feel for what it must be like to be blind.
Lions International have helped with the blind for many years funding thousands of cataract
operations in undeveloped countries. We still collect spectacles for sending to these countries
and earlier this year local Lions sent over 20000 pairs. If you do have any old spectacles, rather
than throw them away, please let me have them. I will collect.
Again local schools have taken part in the Lions annual Peace Poster competition including St
Nicholas C of E Primary School. There have been some outstanding entrants from very talented
children. Good luck to all of the school winners whose posters have gone forward to our District
finals.  We have also entered a splendid poem by young Jack Wilkins’, also from St Nicholas
school, into the Lions district poetry competition.  Congratulations to him.
Again thank you to all those that have supported and helped us.
More information can be found on our web site www.bvlions.co.uk. or phone me on 363281.
Our motto as ever is “we serve”.

Lion Peter Oswick

SINGING AT CHRISTMAS
Liz Holbrook is hoping to get a group of people together who would like to sing Christ-
mas music for the Carol Service and the Village Carols.  They will be meeting in the
Church for four Mondays, beginning on Monday 29th November at 8.00 p.m.    Just
come along to the first practice and if you want any further details, ring Liz on 01963
363193.
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HENSTRIDGE WI
The trip to Wraxall Vineyard went very well de-
spite being caught by the rain at the top of the
field; we soon recovered with the wine tasting.

The talk and shopping at Castle gardens followed
by dinner in Sherborne was enjoyed by a large
group of members as was the social evening in
September.

The October meeting was an hilarious evening of
‘It’s Magic’ with Bridget Hallett entertaining us
with different magic tricks.

We were joined by other WI’s in the Stavordale
group for a fun croquet match followed by a
cream tea . The overall winner and loser of the
matches were given a decorated wooden spoon
each which were made by one of our members.

The skittle matches continue at various venues.

At the recent Group Social
Henstridge WI won the Mosa-
ic competition assembled by
one of our members.

The forthcoming November
meeting is our AGM, we are also having an illus-
trated talk by a member of Blythswood organisa-
tion who is coming to collect the shoeboxes.

The December meeting for WI members only is
Christmas dinner in Sherborne.

The Group Carol service is being hosted by Hen-
stridge WI at St. Nicholas Church.

New members are always welcome. We meet in
the school Hall on the 3rd Tuesday of the month
at 7.30pm. If you would like more information
phone Margaret Hunt on 01963 363071.

HENSTRIDGE FOOTBALL CLUB 1911 TO 2011
Both Saturday and Sunday teams have had an excellent start to the club’s cente-

nary year.

The Saturday team are currently lying 3rd  in the Yeovil District Premier Division.
Back in August they lost to Keinton Mandeville in the final of the Hospital Cup.  This
knockout competition takes place over two weeks with 16 local clubs entering and

all proceeds from the matches being donated to Friends of Yeovil Hospital. Henstridge gained
sweet re- venge over Keinton Mandeville recently end beating them 5 goals to 1 in the
league to take them 5 points clear of the second place team.

Last season the Sunday team finished 3rd in the Blackmore Vale League 2nd Division and have had an
excellent start this year remaining unbeaten after 7 league matches and one cup match and are 5
points clear at the top of the league.

Plans are well advanced for the Club’s Centenary celebrations next May.  We shall have a marquee
at the village hall and the main event will be an evening dinner followed by dancing to a band.
Details will be announced in the Spring copy of Wots On and on posters around the village.

Any new players will be very welcome for both the Saturday and Sunday teams and should contact
Derek Biddiscombe on 01963 362133.
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LARK RISE TO HENSTRIDGE  -  HENSTRIDGE JOSTLE 2010
Accounts for the Henstridge Jostle 2010

INCOME  Expenditure

Virginia Ash   50.00    Stage         46.25
Mary Dyer 20.00    Costume Hire 40.00
The Place's 34.40    Loo  94.00
Bouncy Castle 19.90    Coconuts  18.00
Whisky Raffle 36.00    Ices  23.75
Tombola                        110.20    BVM advert 50.29
Car Boot Sale 55.00    Car Boot Advert 17.62
Pat Ackland 20.00    Rick Wills  40.00
Maryrose Cakes    213.08    Stalbridge Build. 25.51
P.C.C. Stall 98.23    Paul Hart
Ice Creams 51.10    Foundation 40.00
Coconuts 48.00
Liz. Holbrook 50.00 £995.42
Jumble Sale 200.00
The Crockers 20.00
Diana Heath 15.00
Grass Roots 10.00
Skate Packers 20.00
Loo 3.10
P. Thompson 33.46
Line Dancers       50.00
Explorers 10.00
Jim Bakewell 30.00
Football Club 10.00
Fortune Telling 20.00
Crockery Smash 10.00
Strawberries 120.00
Silent Auction 50.00
C. Rowland 10.00
Parish Council 10.00
Face Painting 24.40
Teddy Jump 12.50
W.I. Teas                        120.00
Honey 40.00
Brownies 10.00
Jewellery 10.00
Carol Palmer 15.00
Frosts Keys 10.00
Betty Stapley 20.00

 £1689.37

Thank you to everyone for a very successful Lark
Rise to Henstridge Jostle. For many people it was
their first Jostle and they are looking forward to
helping more next year. It’s a good day for us to "be
together".

We will be looking for a theme for Jostle 2011.
Lovely to hear some ideas from you.  The accounts
are here for your perusal. The homes around The
Cross in Henstridge will be lit up with the Jostle
profits.

Thank You again to You all

Bridget  (bridgetelizabeth@btinternet.com)
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ORGANISATION CONTACT MEETING PLACE

 CAMEO club Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

 Womens’ Institute Margaret Hunt -  363071 School Hall

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards - 362282 Church Tower

Brownies Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

Church Services Rev Peter Hallett - 362266 Church & Vicarage

Cricket Hugo Barton  - 363193

Explorers’ Playgroup and Par-
ent & Carers Toddler Group

Mrs Anna Swinburn

07792240804/01963 363228
St Nicholas  C of E School

Football Derek Biddiscombe - 362133

Henstridge Art Group Cherry Shephard - 362602 Village Hall

Line Dancing Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Loose Ends
Liz Holbrook - 363193

Dave Rabone - 362892
Village Hall

Parish Council Rachel Walker (Clerk) - 362937 Village Hall

St Nicholas Church of England Primary School - Secretary Mrs Nicola Lomas - 362308

St Nicholas Singers Liz Holbrook - 363193 School Hall

Taekwondo Neil Patterson - 0797 7014562 Village Hall

Village Hall Bookings Bridget Hallett  - 362266 The Vicarage, Church Street

Women’s Fellowship Betty Schofield - 362465 Ring for details

Societies Clubs and Organisations
Henstridge
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Vice-Chair
JANE JEANES

BOWDEN FARM COTTAGE

BOWDEN

Tel :370769

lowerbowdenfarm@btconnect.com

Treasurer
MICHAEL SMITH

ENDICOTT

VALE STREET

Tel:363226

This magazine is published by The Parochial Church Council of St Nicholas Church, Henstridge.

Printed by Gerald French - 01963 363497

JANE JEANES
BOWDEN FARM COTTAGE

BOWDEN

Tel :370769
admb75@ukgateway.net

RICHARD SCAMBLER
8 WESSEX COURT

HENSTRIDGE

TEL:363919
richard.scambler@btinternet.com

THE REVD PETER HALLETT
THE VICARAGE, CHURCH STREET, HENSTRIDGE BA8 0QE

TEL: 01963 362266
 halatvic@btinternet.com

CHURCHWARDENS

OFFICERS OF THE PCC

ST NICHOLAS CHURCH HENSTRIDGE

Christmas Day

Peace to God’s People
Holy Communion for All Ages

9.30 am
St Nicholas Church


