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Bell Ringers Each Tuesday 7.30 pm Church Tower

Brownies Each Monday 6.00 pm St Nicholas School

CAMEO 1st Wednesday each month 7.45 pm Village Hall

Drawing & Painting Ring Jeremy Sparks (33246) for details

Explorers Play Group Daily 9.00 - 12.00 during term times @ St. Nicholas School

Line dancing Each Thursday 7.45 pm Village Hall

Loose Ends Each Friday 10.30 am Village Hall

Parents & Carers
Toddlers Group Daily during term times 1.30 pm St Nicholas School

Revellers Carnival Bingo 1st Friday in each month 7.30 pm Village Hall

St Nicholas Singers Ring Liz Holbrook (363193) for de-
tails 8.00 pm St Nicholas Church

Taekwondo Each Tuesday

Women’s Fellowship Ring Betty Schofield (362465) for de-
tails 2.00 pm Vicarage

Women’s Institute 3rd Tuesday in each month 7.30 pm School Hall

Normal arrangements for regular meetings in Henstridge
Always confirm with the contact listed on inside back cover that a meeting on a particular date is

taking place

Dates of Parish Council & Planning Committee meetings are displayed
on the Village Notice Board  or see www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

The information on the list of contacts is, hopefully, correct at the time of going to press.

If there are any inaccuracies, please inform:-

Gerald French - 363497

The assistance of Jenny Bates and Roy Schofield in compiling this issue
is gratefully acknowledged

PETER’S PROGRESS

Bishop Peter Price, the Bishop of Bath & Wells, has been mak-
ing a Progress around the Diocese – that is a journey. As you
see from the photograph this has been done on foot. On Sun-
day 21st June the Bishop shared in a special united Service in

Henstridge Church and then walked to Cucklington. He was accompanied by a small
number of folk for the whole way. Many just did part of the walk. In his talk in the church
Bishop Peter spoke of a book that had meant a lot to him called “The Three Mile an
Hour God”. We all rush around so much that we leave God behind! At walking pace we
get so much more – we can appreciated the world around us, each other – and. Just
maybe, God as well.
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Greetings from the Rector - I hope you are all well!
‘Swine Flu’ seems to be creeping ever closer. It is a strange feeling as one
waits for it to arrive. It  makes me wonder how people felt centuries ago
when they heard that the plague was coming! A vast overstatement - or
whatever - to say the least! The one thing that seems to be true, if the
reports are to be believed, is that for the vast majority of people it will not
be very bad at all. But sadly for some it will be - and indeed I, for one, got
totally cheesed off with the newsreaders trying to push Liam Donaldson into
predicting how many people would die!

It is sort of scary though - and it does confront one with one’s own mortality.

George Burns used to say that there are only two things certain in life: Taxes and Death. It is true.
The first we try to avoid if we can - and the second we sort of convince ourselves won’t happen to
us. But it will.

Such thoughts do evoke that sense of questioning about life, the universe and everything. Is there
more to life than this? What sense do we make of it all?

This is the stuff of everyone’s search for spiritual meaning - inside and outside the church. Through
conventional religion of one kind or another - or by alternative spiritual practices. We live in a time
when people think that truth is individual - I have my truth, and you have yours. If anyone claims that
they have the absolute truth, which is true for everyone, and shows all other ‘truths’ to be false - that
is thought to be arrogant and oppressive. Well, I guess it can be - but is it always bound to be?

Whatever else people think of Jesus the Christ, most would accept that he is a profound spiritual
teacher. He claimed that his words were truth, and that this truth would set us free. Further, he
claimed that he came not to be served, but to serve and to give his life as a ransom. A ransom? That
is what is paid to gain someone’s freedom. He understood, and the New Testament teaches, that
Jesus is the Servant King who gives his life to destroy the power of that which would really oppress
us. Because of a fatal flaw in human nature we can never ultimately free ourselves. Like a hostage in
Iraq, we need ransoming. The Lord Jesus has paid the ransom. His truth sets our truth free - and in
that freedom there is peace.

May God’s peace be with you now and always.

BIRTHDAY PARTY

The Parochial Church Council threw a birthday party in
the vicarage garden on Friday 10th July to celebrate a 60th

and four 80th birthdays, all occurring this year.  Peter
Hallet is the “baby” of the quintet with his 60th birthday.
Cherry Shepherd, Patricia Thompson, Nancy Mauger
and Gerald French are the octogenarians.

The weather on Friday evening was cool but the occa-
sional drizzle didn’t dampen the spirits of the party.
About 50 guests enjoyed an excellent supper and toast-
ed the birthday group.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF WILLS

Christian teaching is not against the possession of
property as such but it does lay emphasis on its right
use.  In particular, ownership has to be seen in the
context of a person's responsibility to their family and
friends, and to the wider community here and overseas.

 It follows that Christians are under a moral obligation
to arrange for the disposal of their property on their
death by making a will.  But this is important for
non-Christians too, since in the absence of a will the
intestacy laws come into play and these may not neces-
sarily provide for disposal in accordance with the own-
er's hopes or wishes.  In particular, the law (as it stands
now) does not provide for co-habitees, ie partners in
relationships - however long-lasting - which do not take
the form of marriage or civil partnership.  And it is
important to specify in a will who is to have guardian-
ship of children in the event of their parents' death.

I will not attempt here to detail all the requirements for
a valid will.  You can draw up one yourself (which must
be in writing and signed in the presence of two witness-
es who are not beneficiaries under the will).  But it is
usually best to take professional advice.  Here it is
worth mentioning that each November under the Will
Aid Scheme certain solicitors will draw up a single will
in return only for a donation (suggested amount: £75)
to one of a number of charities, including Christian Aid.

Dyne Drewatt's offices
in Wincanton and Sher-
borne usually take part
but there may be other
firms as well (see
www.Willaid.org).

Many people drawing up or changing their will decide
to leave something to charity.  This could include the
Church here in Henstridge or elsewhere.  Any legacy
can be general or limited to a specific purpose, which
the beneficiaries would be obliged to honour.  If anyone
wants to discuss a possible legacy, either the Rector or
I (as PCC Treasurer) would be happy to do so: our
addresses and telephone numbers are on the back of
this edition of WOT's ON.

I also have a copy of a short and straightforward book
on Wills, which I should be happy to lend to anyone
wanting to learn more about what is involved.

One final point: once you have drawn up a will, make
sure your executors (the people you choose to carry
out your wishes) know where to find a copy.  There is
no point in having a will if nobody can locate it!

Michael Smith.  PCC Treasurer.

BOWDEN BEES
The bees came through the winter well and were able
to take a good honey crop from the apple blossom and
rape flowers that were around in April and May . We
have plenty of lovely English honey for sale. The flavour
this year is wonderful.

Ken has been called to look at and to take more swarms
than usual. Some have been in places which have made
taking them easy, some unfortunately have been in
chimneys which has meant he has had to suggest they
must be destroyed. He only takes the decision after a lot
of consideration but safety of the beekeeper has to be
considered. He has also been asked about bumble bee
nests which are in the wrong place. Bumbles normally
nest in holes in the ground or in old trees. The Queen
is the only member of the colony to survive over the
winter so they will die during the autumn. We have had
some success in digging out and moving colonies. Bum-
ble bee nests  are more at risk from being dug up and
eaten by badgers than any other cause. If they are not
causing too much trouble try to enjoy them. If you do
have concerns about bees or wasps(there is a differ-
ence) please ring for advice or if Ken is able a visit.
01963 370769.

THE PAINTING
AND

DRAWING
GROUP

The group has has closed for
the holidays and will reopen
for the Autumn Term on
Monday, 21st September
from 10.00 to 12.00 noon in
the Village Hall Henstridge.
Through this course you will
be able to try out a range of

painting and drawing media.  This will provide you with
the opportunity to  explore a range of projects from
still-life to landscapes, to practise the skills you have
developed.   Anyone interested in joining the group
should contact Wincanton Adult Learning on 01963
33246 or 0845 6880488.

Cherry Shephard and Mel Brain

Each time we eat,
may we remember God’s love.
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VIEWS FROM A QUIET CORNER

Like Peter Rabbit, they squeeze under the gate and make hay with the vegetable
garden, which we fondly thought had been made proof against their invasion.

We are inundated with rabbits this year.  I can count up to 50 bobbing away across
the paddock of a morning or evening, leaping over the boundary wall back into the
neighbour's ground from whence they came.  Along with the foxes and badgers, it
is a veritable wildlife haven, if not of my choosing.  The ponies and sheep ignore
them and seem quite happy to share their grazing.

Thanks to the foxes my few remaining bantams can no longer range free over the
farm, they are confined to pens.  On the whole the rabbits do little harm but I am curious about their tastes in
things of a culinary nature.  They appear to have very definite ideas on what they like and dislike.  Mind you, I
haven't actually seen them having their breakfast, lunch and tea. Only viewed the empty plates, the result of their
raid and pillage in the raised beds, so carefully nurtured to give us a variety of salad leaves, French beans, baby
carrots and other delicacies, the growing of which was encouraged by reading too many articles by Sarah Raven
in the Saturday Telegraph Gardening special.  I bet she hasn't got rabbits in her garden.

What they really love are the young cabbages and broccoli plants, baby lettuces and carrots, and some of the salad
leaves especially mazuma.  But they don't like rocket or cress (much too peppery) and so far the potatoes and
tomatoes are safe, also the Swiss chard (pity as there's plenty and I wouldn't miss a few leaves).  The young
beetroot haven't been touched and, joy oh joy, my row of mange tout is producing a lovely crop of succulent
pods.  Even some of the runner beans have escaped their ravages and are bravely struggling on whilst the French
beans look like miniature scaffolding.  As for the broad beans the rabbits are not interested but the blackfly are!

It is really quite discouraging,  so what to do?  My conclusion is to grow only things the rabbits won't eat.  So,
dear reader, if you have discovered any other veg. that are anathema to the rabbits, please do share your secret
as I simply cannot go on providing a delicious feast for them, they must be content with all the luscious grass we
have here.

Patricia Thompson

TAEKWONDO
The club is still going strong we now have two students who have already  achieved their Black Belts with an-
other student taking their Black Belt grading at the end of July we all wish him well in this endeavour.

The Taekwondo team put on a display of their skills at the Village school fete which went very well. A big thank
you to all who gave up their time for this event.

The Club still trains every Tuesday 1800hrs to 19,30hrs in the village hall.

I THANK YOU
I thank you for your graciousness and the quietude you weave.

I thank you for your thoughtfulness and gentleness of mind,
I thank you for your tolerance and your ways of being kind.
I thank you for your help in times when life is hard to bear

And I thank you for the way you have of always being there.
I thank you for your caring and your deep sincerity,

For letting pass the careless word and helping good things be
 thank you in my silent prayers; I know no other way.
I thank you for your patience in all the things you do

And I thank you more than anything for simply being you.
By Willow Welsh

from her poetry book ‘Dark Moon Dreams’.
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To celebrate the end of the school year, St. Nicholas Primary School performed 'The Wizard of Oz', specially
arranged, directed and accompanied on the piano by headteacher Graeme Wilson, to a packed audience of par-
ents and friends in the Village Hall.  All the children from Reception up to Year 6 performed and sang, and their
hard work of many weeks was amply rewarded by a brilliant performance that was enjoyed by performers and
audience alike.  Dorothy was played by Katie Swinburn, the Scarecrow by Charlie Carswell, the Tin Man by Jack
Wilkins and the Lion by Tom Walters.  Many congratulations to children and staff for a very enjoyable perform-
ance.

HENSTRIDGE BROWNIES
We’ve had a busy few weeks and made the most of the
better weather walking, playing games, pond dipping,
bottle feeding lambs and looking at baby guinea pigs.

We are a very small group at present so we have met
several times in Bowden to cook and eat; getting very
sticky in the process and by the time you read this we
hope to have had a promise ceremony and a camp fire.

We are looking forward to the launch of the Centenary
celebrations on 5th September. The date is the nearest
weekend to the Boy Scout Rally which was held at
Crystal Palace in 1909 when girls gatecrashed and asked
Robert Baden Powell if he could form an organisation
for them, which would give girls the same sense of
adventure, fun and opportunity for service that their
brothers were enjoying. He thought about it and asked
his sister Agnes to head up what we now know as the
Guide movement. When he married his wife, Olave
took over as World chief Guide and the role of Agnes
was largely forgotten. There are wonderful opportuni-
ties for members of all ages to take part in a wide
variety of activities from September this year until the
20th October 2010, when it is hoped that everyone

who has made the Guide promise will come together
for a celebration of some sort. As soon as we have
decided what form our local celebration will take we
will let anyone who would like to be involved know
how they can join us.

As part of the launch activities I am appealing for
knitting wool and coloured tissue paper for two  craft
activities we are running. Also please keep saving alu-
minium cans as this is helping to eke out meagre funds.

But if we don’t get some new Brownies very
soon we shall not be able to carry on as a unit so
please if you have a daughter or granddaughter
who is 7 or nearly 7 and who might be interested
please ring Brown Owl
370769 or 07712824747

Guides meet in Templecombe
on Monday evenings from
7.30- 9pm. Rainbows who are
5-7 meet in Wincanton or if
we were very lucky and had
lots of 5 and 6 year olds asking
to go on the waiting list for
Brownies  we might be able to
do something for them.

GANG SHOW
All members of Scout and Guide units from the area
will be performing in a show to be held in King Arthurs
School Wincanton on Wed 28th, Thurs 29th and Friday
30th October at 7pm.The cast ranges in age from
5-80ish and the only qualification is membership of

Guiding or Scouting. If you came to see us 2 years ago
come again. If you have never been come and be
amazed (We have been over the rainbow, to Austria
with the Vonn Trap family, to a chocolate factory and
many other fantastic places.)



- 5 -

As stated in the last edition the Ninth Village Arts and Crafts Show
has been postponed until April 2010.

PLEASE DO NOT sit back and relax, you now have more time to prepare
something really special for next year.

Everyone’s work is special
do not think “my work will not be good enough!” –

IT REALLY IS!
So come on have a go, and share your expertise & skills with others.

Hopefully there will be so many people wanting to exhibit that
space may be at  a premium,

so please book yours early.
Please let Ann Frost (01963 363340) know soon if you would like to exhibit.

That will help her with the planning.
Let us see if we can make it an even bigger and better show than 2006

REMEMBER - IT IS NOT A COMPETITION!
But let’s show the world what Henstridge can do!

Entries are accepted free from everyone in the Parish of St. Nicholas.
Date to be announced in the next Wot’s On.  All funds will go to the New Village Hall.

Something to think about.
Did your family live in Henstridge in 1881?

Come and see details of the 1881 Census of Hen-
stridge at the Family History table at the Arts & Crafts

Show next year.
Find out where they were born, where in the village

they lived, and what they did to earn a crust.

Something else to think about.
How about entering a competition at the Art & Craft
Show of photos of Henstridge to be selected for
publishing as part of a set of notelets the sale of which
will go towards the New Village Hall.

HENSTRIDGE UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB

The past season ended with mixed fortunes. The Saturday side had a strong team for most of the
season but the final few games were very short of players and fielded a weakened team and conse-
quently the results went against us and we were knocked out of the divisional cup and ended up
finishing 5th in the League.

The Sunday side did well in the League finishing 5th and got to the division cup final losing 7 - 3 on the day.

The coming season will see the club again fielding two teams which will be run by Richard and Derek Biddis-
combe, the latter has also stepped up to be the new Chairman.

Again we would welcome any new players who are interested in joining either the Saturday or Sunday side and
ask them to contact either Richard or Derek on 363166 and 362133 respectively.

I would like to thank the Committee, players, local businesses and villagers who have assisted me over the past
three years as Chairman and I hope that the support for the club will continue for the new Chairman.

Les Jales
Retiring Chairman

St. Nicholas Singers - a thank you
The PCC was very grateful for a donation from the St. Nicholas Singers of £438.  This represents the profits
from the St. Nicholastide Supper last December and the Singers' concert on 31 May, 2009.  The money was
added to the Friends of St. Nicholas fund and will help to pay off loans taken out to pay for the Church Roof
repairs completed at the end of 2008.

Michael Smith.  PCC Treasurer.
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St Nicholas Choir
During the Victorian period, the choir was some 25
male members strong and would often compete in
choral competitions and music festivals, with usually
good results.

In September 1927. the choir calling themselves the "
Henstridge Folk Song Singers" were asked to broad-
cast from the Bournemouth Wireless Studio ( follow-
ing an earlier appearance by the Vicar, the Rev.
George Peppin, much to everyone’s surprise ). Photo-
graphs were taken of the choir for possible inclusion
in the Radio Times.

Surplices for the choir, made by the ladies, were worn
by the choir for the first time on the 20th November
1873.

Mr. Francis Lovelace sang in the choir for 73 years and
was also a bellringer and member of the British Legion.

Regular annual outings were made by the choir to
Weymouth and Bournemouth to enjoy the seaside,
travelling in the early days by train from Henstridge
Station and later by charabanc and coach. The cost of
the outings being met out of the choir fund raised
during the years. In later years the Sunday School and
the Bellringers joined forces with the choir on their
outings.

The choir continued strongly under various Vicars and
Organists becoming mixed male and female members
until it was disbanded around 1986 owing to falling
numbers. Today the St. Nicholas Singers entertain us
with their musical performances.

From “A History of St Nicholas Church, Henstridge -
compiled by Martin Ridgewell 2003)

Centre of the front row and
above is the Preb. Jack Swin-
gler, Vicar and then Rector of
St Nicholas from 1953 to 1986.
Jack will celebrate his 90th
birthday on 4th November

IRENE COFFIN celebrates her 90th birthday

Mrs Coffin was born at Milborne
Port on11th July 1919.  She moved
to Whitechurch Lane in Henstridge
after the war. Mrs Coffin has two
sons - Robert and Dennis,  and two
grandchildren. One great grand-
child is on the way.
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The Parish Council were absolutely delighted to wel-
come more than 35 members of the public to the
Annual Parish Meeting which was held on Monday 18th
May this year, and was the highest number to attend a
meeting since the current Clerk took over in 2003!

As usual it was positive to see that there continue to
be so many thriving groups in the village. As well as the
report from the Chairman of the Parish Council, there
were also reports received from the Parochial Church
Council,  the Village Hall Management Committee,
Henstridge United Football Team, the Brownies, the
Cameo club, the WI, St Nicholas Singers, St Nicholas
Primary School, HALT,  the Blackmore Vale Lions Club,
Henstridge Sports Club and Loose Ends.

Those involved in the trial project of the Youth Café,
also reported to the meeting on how this had gone and
on their hopes for the future. Support for the team
who had led the project and provision for the youth of
the village  was discussed at some length and it was
clear that this is something which is felt to be a need
which needs to be considered.

The Parish Council have recently welcomed input from
a local parishioner who is keen to see the provision of
a skateboard facility and has been working to gain input

from the local children with regard to this, as she
reported to the meeting. This is an area which we are
looking into and hope to progress in the coming
months.

A large number of allotments holders had also come
along to the meeting and the problems with access
were discussed at some length and feelings were obvi-
ously running high, since the removal of the pedestrian
access from the bottom of the site by Yarlington
Homes (formerly South Somerset Homes). The Parish
Council, while already pursuing this matter, advised
that they would consider their options at their next
meeting.

Other areas which were raised within the open forum
were the need for more dog waste bins along Marsh
Lane; the possibility of the provision of a new Village
Hall and the importance of consideration being given to
the Village Design Statement in progressing this; and
the clearance and provision of bridleways and footpaths
in the village, with particular reference to the stretch of
Old Railway.

The meeting drew to a close at 9.20pm, although the
general discussions continued for some time after this!

HENSTRIDGE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

 will be held in the Vicarage Gardens
On Friday 21st August  6-30p.m.

Dancing to a Live Band
If the weather is wet the dance will be held in the

Village Hall.
Cost £3 per person.

(includes a ploughman’s supper)
Please bring your own drinks.

All Ages Welcome.
All proceeds will help fund the 2010 Jesters Jostle

(Yes It’s Coming Back !! )
There will be collecting boxes for your additional
donations – please be generous. Please contact
Liz Holbrook for tickets  01963 363193

Watch out for posters in the Village
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Dave’s Diary
By Dave Rabone

The May meeting of CAMEO attracted a large audience
for Steve Cobbins’ talk on Scientific Genius, which
featured William Smith, the ‘father’ of English Geology.

Cherry Shepherd marked Christian Aid week by hold-
ing a coffee morning. Thank you Jane for the lovely fruit
cake and welcome back Cherry after your long illness.

The annual meeting for the parish of Henstridge was
held in the village hall on May 18th. About 30 people
turned up and there was some lively debate on several
new topics, which included the proposed new village
hall and the new ‘Youth Club’ and facilities for the
youth of the village. Several allotment holders were
very annoyed that Somerset Homes had blocked off
the Furge Grove entrance to the allotments and had
also buried a lot of stone from their new housing
development on the allotments. Updates on these
issues should be found on the parish council’s notice
board and elsewhere in this issue of WOTS ON.

I noticed a new event advertised in the Blackmore Vale
Magazine to mark the 65th anniversary of D-Day. Roy
Schofield very kindly agreed to take me to Tarrant

Rushton airfield,
near Blandford. to
see the start of a
run to Pegasus
Bridge in Norman-
dy, which was rais-
ing money to buy a
memorial to the
parachute teams

who bravely took and held the bridge on D-Day. After
a Church service, there was a flypast by a Spitfire and
a Hurricane. The Spitfire then put on a full aerobatic
display which was terrific as the old Merlin engine
purred overhead for about 10 minutes. The afternoon
concluded with several low level fly pasts from a
DC3/C47 Dakota. A superb afternoon which we con-
cluded with afternoon tea at Compton Abbas airfield.

My old Spirit of the Sixties Classic motorcycle run is
still going after nearly 20 years and now run by the
Westland Classic Motorcycle Club in aid of the Free-
wheelers (Medical Emergency Motorcycles). Once
again, Roy Schofield loaded me up and we set off to
catch the coffee stop at Athelhampton House near
Dorchester. Fortunately, we have had a very dry spring
and the 300 bikes were able to park on the lawns
around the lovely old house. After coffee, we were off
to Swanage to see the bikes during their lunch stop on
the seafront promenade. The route out of Swanage
wound around Corfe Castle before going on to
Lulworth Castle and then we could not resist an ice
cream and afternoon tea at Lulworth Cove. A lovely
day with lovely weather and the nostalgic noise of old
British motorcycles.

The May meeting of CAMEO

August No Meeting
2nd Sept Conservation in the National Trust house talk Louise Newstead
7th Oct Napoleonic Re-enactment talk Rachel Connor
4th Nov Smugglers in Dorset & Hampshire talk Bonnie Sartin
9th Dec Christmas event TBA Ros Browning

Any Enquiries to 01963 363016
Please note that all the Meetings start at 7.45pm in Village Hall, and are open to anyone.

Entry is only £1.00 and refreshments are available for 20p, so
Come And Meet Each Other

and have a friendly evening with a difference, away from the box.

Please make a note of the details on your calendar, and watch for the posters.

The programme for 2010 is well under way. If you have any suggestions for a talk or presentation
please contact Ros Browning on the number above.
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Not much good news really therefore this is a fairly short report.

Some good news is that the Police are still using speed guns in the village. We await their re-
port as to the success of this exercise.

Also, County Highways have confirmed a programme for Speed Indicator Devices (SIDS) to be
installed on the Henstridge stretch of the A30 commencing early 2010 and continuing at inter-
vals throughout  2010/11.

We will continue in our efforts to get the A357 designated as a red route.

Ultimately the village may still need seriously to consider Community Speed Watch which would be conducted
in co-operation with the  Police.

We will continue to lobby all parties for more satisfactory results.

For more information please contact your nearest committee member.

Email :- peter.oswick@btinternet.com Peter Oswick  363281
       Cliff Frost      363340
       Roy Schofield 362465
Parish Council liaison is with Paul Brighten  362602   Dennis Bell             362034

NEWS FROM THE LIONS DEN

Welcome to the latest news bulletin from the

BLACKMORE VALE LIONS CLUB.

We continue with our busy year.

Since the last report we have made a significant number of financial donations to
various local organisations. These include £1000 each to the Somerset and
Dorset Air Ambulance and to Life Education Dorset and also donations to
Weldmar Hospice; Henstridge Riding for the Disabled; Age Concern; and a
number of smaller causes and individual cases.

The money has all been raised locally in the Blackmore Vale at various sponsored events, fetes etc..

The most successful, which is now our biggest fund raiser, is our own Swimarathon which raised the staggering
sum of over £7000.

Our second Golf Fun Day held at Folke Golf Club raised almost £1400 a great success. Next year it will be held
on Sunday 18th April  - so golfers please put it in your diary !!

Our ever popular Easter Egg raffle held at many local pubs was it’s usual great success.

You will remember that St Nicholas School Henstridge entered our Peace Poster competition for the very first
time and won two cups, well, here are pictures of our two winners with their awards.

If you spot us at local fetes in the Summer (if the rain keeps off !!) please have a go at our Lions Tombola and our
new Bean Bag Throwing Compe-
tition.

Thank you to all those that have
supported and helped us to
achieve these amazing results.

More information can be found
on our web site

www.bvlions.co.uk.

Our motto as ever is “we
serve”.

Peter Oswick - President
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COME AND COUNTRY DANCE IN
HENSTRIDGE VILLAGE HALL.
First session is on Monday 5th October.

We dance for an hour 2.30  -  3.30 and then
enjoy a cuppa tea together.

Cost of session £2.50.  Contact Bridget Hallett
01963 362266.

Everyone Welcome. Lots of fun!

GALINGALE
By Dave Rabone

Summer is here again, time for the ‘veggie stall’. Sue
and Steven Place have started selling their organic
vegetables from their barn on Saturday mornings,
10am until noon. This became a nice little social
event last summer so we look forward to warm,
sunny Saturday mornings. New customers can find
the barn. off the old railway line, at the Marsh Lane
end.

Message in a Bottle
Either we are all very healthy in Henstridge or you are not taking the precau-

tions provided by Message in a Bottle.  Please remember that anyone who is on medica-
tion really needs a “message in a bottle” to record their medication details to ensure
that they are readily available to the emergency services.

HELP THE EMERGENCY SERVICES TO HELP YOU!
THIS IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT IF YOU LIVE ALONE.

The ‘bottle’ kit – supplied by the Blackmore Lions – to contain the necessary de-
tails is available FREE from Mrs. Ann Frost on 01 963 363 340.

By the time you read this, LOOSE
ENDS will be planning its third birth-
day party! During that time, many new
friendships have been formed in the
village and we have raised over £1000 for
Village Hall funds and about £500 for Church

funds. Once again, we shall be hosting
the Macmillan Coffee Morning on Friday
September 25th. A big THANK YOU to

all our volunteers and ‘customers’ and
their friends.

David Rabone

THE
place to be in Hen-

stridge on a Friday Morn-
ing!

Come and enjoy some good
company.

The Tea and Coffee are good
and you get free refills.

Every Friday in the Village
Hall between 10-30

and 12-00.

LOOSE ENDS

LINE DANCING

Members of the line dancing group demonstrated their expertise recently at the
very successful St. Nicholas Primary School Fete.  Line Dancing breaks up for the
summer on 22nd July and will return on 3rd September.  They would like to wish
everyone a good summer  and look forward to seeing them back in September.
New members very welcome - they meet on Thursdays 7.45 - 8.45 p.m. in the
Village Hall and the cost is just £2.

ADVANCED NOTICE OF GARDEN OPENING
Bill and Peg Tolley will be opening their garden for a Saturday during the second half of August in aid of church
funds.  Teas will be served and there will be plants, etc. for sale.  Come and see the old spring which used to serve
the village.  Look out for notices around the village for the date.  Remember - it will be in the second half of
August.
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New Website for Henstridge

www.HenstridgeOnline.co.uk has been set up by Linda & John Atkinson,
who recently retired to our village.  They set up the site originally to
enable their friends and family to learn more about the area.  It includes
a brief local history, photographs and ideas for days out to local attractions.

Part of the site that is attracting particular attention is called Interact!  It
allows anyone to add their own memories of life in the village and to ask
for help from current or previous residents.  John explains that this was
very popular on the last village website he ran, especially for those

researching family or local history.

John says that the way the site develops will depend on what its visitors find most useful, and a Contacts page
encourages feedback and suggestions.  So if you live in Henstridge, or have a local interest, then why not go
Online?  It’s free and yours to use!

Embroiderers  - Help Needed
The Henstridge Women's Fellowship used to be the
Mothers' Union and while the Branch was still active it
was decided to renovate the Banner.  But this was not
successful and it has been decided to make a new one
to commemorate the fact that there was a Branch of
the Mothers' Union in Henstridge for 90 years.  Are
you are interested in helping?  You would be very
welcome to join us to discuss this project at the
Vicarage on Wednesday, 12th August at 2.30pm.
Please ring Betty - 362465 for more information.

August 12 - Organising the New Banner
Interested in helping us to make a new banner?

Please ring Betty*

9 September ~ Talking and Listening

October 14 ~ Sponsored Knit in a member’s home*
in aid of The Children’s Society

November 11 ~ Talking and Listening

December 16th 10.30am ~ Christmas Communion

A warm welcome awaits you in
The Vicarage, Henstridge at 2.30pm (but see*

& ring – Betty 362465, Margaret 363673
or The Vicarage 362266)

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP - 2009

REVELLERS CARNIVAL
BINGO
continues to be held in the Village Hall.  Doors open at
6.45 p.m. starting at 7.45 p.m.  Dates are as follows:   first
Friday in August, September and October;  an additional
session in October (Friday 30th) as there will be no
Bingo in November due to the Carnivals;  in December
Bingo will be on Friday, 11th.  The organisers are disap-
pointed to announce that after 10 years, due to serious
illness, there have been insufficient helpers to build the
float this year.  However, a smaller version will go out to
the local carnivals to raise money for the charities cho-
sen. They hope that in 2010 it will be business as usual.
For more details contact Sue on 362046.

COMMUNITY BASED FIRST AID
Two people contacted me after the last time I wrote
about this which, unfortunately, wasn’t enough support
to run one of the 2 hour save a life courses. If you would
like to have some training, and have a largish room, we
could run one in your house or maybe in the small room
in the village hall or even in the school, but the request
has to come from the community. I have been to Pensel-
wood and Stourton Caundle 3 times and to Queen
Camel and would like to run one here. The cost is a
donation to the British Red Cross unless we have to pay
to hire a meeting place. If  fine weather could be guaran-
teed we could meet in the rec! Please think about it and
if you feel you would benefit from a very simple training
which could save the life of someone very dear to you,
or a complete stranger let me know and I will see what
can be done.

Jane Jeanes
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TREES IN HENSTRIDGE

As we all know, trees are essential for the planet’s survival and
they are beautiful in themselves as well as making our villages and
towns attractive. In order to have trees we all have to do our bit
towards replacing them when they die. Looking around Henstridge

there are many places that would
benefit from tree planting, or indeed
simply allowing trees to grow, such
as in hedgerows or the corners of
fields.

Earlier in the year some tree and
hedge planting took place around the
village hall and recreation ground as
well as at the Townsend end of the village. This was funded by a combination of the
Parish Council, a grant from the District Council and private contributions. The
photo of Oak Vale Lane shows a beautifully laid hedge with young trees interspersed
along it.  This is the work of Brian and Patricia Thomson at Quiet Corner Farm.

Tree planting is expensive but any individuals contribution to plant a single tree on
their land would be a great contribution.  Of course the people who can make a
huge difference are those who own land and farms.  So hopefully we will see many
more trees growing and  helping to beautify this village of Henstridge in our lifetime
and for the generations to come.

HENSTRIDGE CRICKET CLUB
We have now reached the halfway stage of our season.  The Saturday side have won their last 5 games prior to
the 11th July.  Sadly that Saturday was washed out !  The team has a chance of winning their division but will have
to play well to do so.  The Sunday side have had some good wins but have struggled to field a strong and settled
team on a regular basis and will do well to finish in the top half of this, the strongest, division.

Following the success of last year’s event we have, once again, decided to host a 6-a-side
cricket competition, with local teams invited to play, and combine it with a village fun day.
We wish to invite all local groups and organisa- tions who would like to have a stall or
provide an entertainment to contact Hugo Bar- ton ( 01963 363193) regarding arrangements
for the day.  We hope to make it as much fun as last year’s event, if not more !

Henstridge Village Fun Day and Cricket Festival
Bank Holiday Monday – 31st August 2009

at
Henstridge Village Hall & Recreation Ground

6-a-Side Cricket Competition (Local Teams)
Tug-o’-War  -  Skittles  -  A Variety of Stalls  -  Entertainment

Bar-B-Q  -  Bar  -  Teas  -  Cakes
Silent Auction  -  Amusements  -  Music

Evening Entertainment
Theresa De Roberto

Dudlow Joe
Loose Connections
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PCSO John Winfield
Police Community Support Officer John Winfield holds a beat surgery in Henstridge on
the third Friday of the month in the village hall at the Loose Ends Coffee Morning from
10.30am until 12noon. Everyone is invited to drop in for an informal chat to let him know
of any concerns they may have, any queries/questions or to book an appointment. There
is also a book held there where anybody can leave a message for him, and a similar book
is held at Westcombe Stores and Post Office, Templecombe.

This term we have been making music
with world music specialist Joanna Harvey
from the Take Art project. Joanna brought
all sorts of ethnic instruments to Explor-
ers and incorporated lots of songs and
music from different cultures. The ses-
sions focused on having lots of fun explor-
ing music through song, stories,
movement and playing instruments.  We
were joined by parents and carers for the
last session and the children were able to
show them a rain forest story that they
had been involved with.

We joined Class 1
from St Nicholas Pri-
mary School on a 2
mile sponsored walk
to raise money for
the Pre-school.  The
children were fantas-
tic and had a great
time.

We have also had
our summer trip to
Kingston Maurward

Animal Park where the children were able to have a
tractor and trailer ride and feed the animals.

 Our Teddy Bear’s Picnic is on the last day of term,
which is when we say goodbye to those children who
will be starting school in September.  I would like to
thank all the parents, carers and the staff of St Nicholas
Primary School for all their continued support of Ex-
plorers.

The Explorers Play Group meets daily 9.00 - 12.00
during term times @ St. Nicholas School. For more
information please contact Mrs Anna Swinburn
(Supervisor) on 01963 363228 or 07792 240804

Living in chaos?
Perhaps this summer you have temporarily escaped
from a bad situation in your daily life, and are dread-
ing going back...

“There is no situation so chaotic that God cannot,
from that situation, create something that is surpass-
ingly good. He did it at creation. He did it at the
cross. He is doing it today

Bishop Moule.

NEWS FROM
EXPLORERS PRE-SCHOOL
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VILLAGE HALL UPDATE
First of all can I thank all of you who supported the
50-50 auction.  The day was a great success and £975
was raised, a fantastic sum, so again a big thank you to
all who attended, and many thanks to Ken Jeanes for
being our auctioneer.

At the moment I am trying to get affordable insurance
for the hall, following the fires last year it has not been
easy to find an insurer who is willing to cover us and
we now have to endure an excess of £2,500 if another
fire occurs, which would mean the closure of the hall.
I would like to remind you that if anybody has heard of
any information that may help please get in touch with
Wincanton Police.

Bridget will be going away to Zambia to do good deeds
on the 25th July until the 11th August, she has arranged
cleaning cover and I will do the bookings until she
returns.
We have just had our AGM on the 13th July, thanks to
all those that attended.  We now have just seven core

Trustees: Sam Healy, Ann Frost, Ruth Moody, Liz
Holbrook and myself. We welcome Malcolm Stobart
and Jean Oswick as Trustees who have been observers
and representative of the Parish Council for the past 18
months. Les Jales has decided to step down as the
Football Club Chairman and Derek Biddiscombe has
taken on this role. We need a representative from the
Football Club and from the Cricket Club if we are to
meet the conditions of our Trust deeds; Volunteers
please!!
We are busy planning more fundraising events, all
events will be displayed on the notice board at the hall
and in the shop, we also welcome volunteers who are
willing to host fundraising events on our behalf.

 For all hall bookings please call Bridgett Hallett on
01963 362266 or Lesley (between the 25th July until
11th August) on 01963 364749.

For all other enquiries please call Sam on 01963 362486.

Lesley Best, Secretary

ST NICHOLAS BELL RINGERS

On July 11th some of us went on the annual ringers outing organised by Charlton
Horethorne Ringers.  This year we visited 5 Churches in South Dorset, the most
interesting of which was in Kingston near Corfe.  It is more a mini cathedral than a
village church and has 10 very nice bells, which were a pleasure to ring. Our final visit
was to another interesting church, but for a very different reason.  Okeford Fitzpaine
church has a 14th century tower but the rest of the building seems to have been built
in much more recent times, possibly Victorian.  As a result access to the tower is up a combination of easy
wooden stairs and very narrow and very steep spiral stone stairs, really not for the faint hearted.  We’ll never
complain about the stairs in Henstridge church again.

Bell ringing is great fun as well as helping in the fight to keep fit, so why don’t you give our Bell Captain, Ellen
Edwards, a ring on 01963 363282, and come and join us.  Our practice sessions are held on Tuesday evenings
and we will provide training for beginners

“Soiree”, an evening of music given by Teresa Di Roberto (Winner of Search for a Star) will be given
on Friday 13th November 2009, at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  A supper will also be available. All funds to go
towards the new Village Hall.
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Another year comes to an end and what a successful year it’s been. The
school has welcomed new staff who have continued to support the pupils
and families of the school with high quality experiences. The children
have worked extremely hard to produce another year of fantastic results
showing that the education provided by the school is second to none.

Thank you to the village also for your continued support. We have raised
lots of money this year at our annual Race Night, sponsored walk and
school fetes. It has been great to feel part of the community and return
to being a thriving village school.  As numbers begin to grow we have
extended our IT provision from the money that has been raised and
installed a wireless network with laptops for the children to give individual access to the internet and their work
wherever they are in the school.

The children performed at the Yenston Gala for the third year in a row and have been invited back next year.
Children have been out on trips to Longleat where Class One learnt all about animals and their habitats, as well
as learning in our beautiful learning garden where they watch dragonflies hatch from the lava and built a fantastic
willow sculpture for them to use for story and circle time as well as a quiet area at playtime.

Class 2 met John and Mat from INPUT and built a range of structures that supported weights up to 3.5KG! They
also worked on building bicycle frames to link with their topic of the 1970’s where they were comparing the
frames from the Chopper bike and the bikes they have today.

Over the summer the school is going to have a face lift with the exterior of the school being painted and the
installation of new railings and gates. It is fantastic to see the school come
together. It makes me very proud of all the staff, governors, families and
children who work so hard to make our school the success it is.

By the time you read this we will have performed our end of year production
of The Wizard of Oz in the village hall and said goodbye to our leavers who are
all going to King Arthur’s in September. We wish them well and look forward
to welcoming our six new children to Class 1. We have a number of children
joining the school in other years and it is wonderful to hear the comments
about how happy they are and excited about coming to our village school. One
new parent whose child started recently said, “she now has a son who loves
school and loves learning.” What more can we ask for!

We hope you have a fantastic summer and look forward to seeing you  in
September

Graeme Wilson - Headteacher

Headteacher: Mr Graeme Wilson BA (Ed) Hons, NPQH
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ORGANISATION CONTACT MEETING PLACE

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards - 362282 Church Tower

Bingo Mrs Sue Aldridge - 362046 Village Hall

Brownies Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

 CAMEO club Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Church Services Rev Peter Hallett - 362266 Church & Vicarage

Cricket Hugo Barton - 363193

Drawing & Painting Jeremy Sparkes - 33246 Village Hall

Explorers’ Playgroup and Parent
& Carers Toddler Group

Mrs Anna Swinburn
07792240804/01963 363228 St Nicholas  C of E School

Football Les Jales - 364563
Graham Parsons - 362072

House Prayer Group Nancy Mauger - 370535 Treetops, Whitechurch Lane,
Yenston

Women’s Fellowship Betty Schofield - 362465 Ring for details

Line Dancing Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Loose Ends Liz Holbrook - 363193
Dave Rabone - 362892 Village Hall

Parish Council Rachel Walker (Clerk) - 370388 Village Hall

Taekwondo Robin Sleight - 07984 756501 Village Hall

St Nicholas Church of England Primary School - Secretary Mrs Nicola Lomas - 362308

St Nicholas Singers Liz Holbrook - 363193
Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

Village Hall Bookings Bridget Hallett  - 362266 The Vicarage, Church Street

 Womens’ Institute Gill Holt - 363614 School Hall

Youth Cafe Cate Aelberry - 364065. Village Hall

Societies Clubs and Organisations
Henstridge
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ST NICHOLAS CHURCH HENSTRIDGE

TAIZÉ
BY

CANDLELIGHT

St Nicholas Church
Henstridge

8 pm 30th August

a time of informal worship, singing, readings, prayers


