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Bell Ringers Each Tuesday 8.00 pm Church Tower
Brownies Each Monday 6.00 pm St Nicholas School
CAMEO 1st Wednesday each month 7.45 pm Village Hall
Drawing & Painting Ring Jeremy Sparks (33246) for details
Explorers Play Group Daily during term times
Line dancing Each Thursday 7.45 pm Village Hall
Loose Ends Each Friday 10.30 am Village Hall
Parents & Carers
Toddlers Group Daily during term times 1.30 pm St Nicholas School

Revellers Carnival Bingo 1st Friday in each month 7.30 pm Village Hall

St Nicholas Singers Ring Liz Holbrook (363193) for
details 8.00 pm St Nicholas Church

Taekwondo Each Tuesday

Women’s Fellowship Ring Betty Schofield (362465) for
details 2.00 pm Vicarage

Women’s Institute 3rd Tuesday in each month 7.30 pm School Hall

Normal arrangements for regular meetings in Henstridge
Always confirm with the contact listed on inside back cover that a meeting on a particular

date is taking place

Dates of Parish Council & Planning Committee meetings are displayed
on the Village Notice Board  or see www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

The information on the list of contacts is, hopefully, correct at the time of going to press.

If there are any inaccuracies, please inform:-

Gerald French - 363497

The assistance of Jenny Bates and Roy Schofield in compiling this issue
is gratefully acknowledged

Budge-Up
An original painting by Mary McLean PVPRMS

Mary  McLean has lived in Old Station Gardens, Henstridge since 1998. Privately taught watercolour painting by
Ron Jesty RBA, she first exhibited miniatures at the Old School House Gallery , in Woolland. Dorset in 1990.
The same year she had miniatures accepted by the Hilliard Society based in Wells and at  the Royal  Society of
Miniature Painters , Sculptors and  Gravers in London from whom she subsequently won a number of  prestigious
awards.
Her work has been featured in both The Artist magazine and The Leisure Painter, and she is also listed in the
Who’s Who in Art.
Mary has exhibited at the Royal Academy Summer Exhibition, The Hilliard Society and The Society of Botanical
Artists. Also in galleries and exhibitions in Europe. America and Japan.
Currently her work can be found in a permanent exhibition at the Llewellyn Alexander (fine arts) Gallery ,
Waterloo. And yearly in the Mall  Galleries , The Mall. London.
 Web site:  www.paintingsinminiature.com.
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Greetings from the Rector: After a seemingly long and
cold winter it is nice to welcome the Spring - nature beginning to wake up
after its winter slumber. Some people think of Spring being about the re-birth
of nature - somehow everything died, and is now coming alive again. But after
listening to someone some years ago, I have always felt it better to think in
terms of nature going to sleep and waking up again. Of course, sometimes this
language is used of death. “So and so” fell asleep on such-a-such date. Now
that’s just considered a euphemism - soft language to speak of a harsh reality,
to make us feel better.

But such language has its origins in the Christian faith.

This April the Church celebrates its principal festival - Easter. We celebrate this festival every week
throughout the year - Sunday is the Lord’s Day - the day of Resurrection. Even through Lent Sunday
is not counted as a fast day - so eat chocolate biscuits for all you’re worth on Sundays!!

Easter becomes shorthand for the events of Good Friday through Easter Sunday.

On Good Friday we remember that the Lord Jesus was crucified outside Jerusalem. As one hymn
puts it: “Why, what hath my Lord done? What makes this rage and spite? He made the lame to run,
he gave the blind their sight. Sweet injuries! yet they at these themselves displease, and ‘gainst him
rise.” There was nothing exceptional then, or indeed now, that someone should suffer the wrath of
the regime under which they lived. There are many that have died for conscience, or some cause,
or just because they were in the wrong place at the wrong time!

It is what happened the following Sunday that transforms our understanding of what was going on
that Friday afternoon so many years ago. It was what happened early on that Sunday morning that
changes everything. That enabled Christians to think of those who died as having gone to sleep and
not gone to some shadowy afterworld of despair.

For on that Sunday morning, when the world was asleep God acted in power. The dead body of
Jesus was transformed so that death slid from him as water from a duck’s back. God’s New Age
dawned - and the promise of the coming time when all God’s creation will be renewed - and the
dead will wake up in God’s New World - heaven and earth united - death and crying and pain finally
and fully consigned to the divine waste bin. And in Christ all things shall be well.

WHO?   WHY?   WHAT?   HOW?
The Alpha Course

Alpha is an opportunity for anyone to explore the Christian faith in a
relaxed setting over 10 thought-provoking sessions.  What Alpha offers
is permission – rare in a secular culture – to discuss in a relaxed,
non-threatening atmosphere, questions of life, death and their meaning.  Over 2 million people in the UK
and 11 million worldwide have now attended an Alpha course.  If you want a no-holds-barred open and
honest discussion, you can bring all the questions and things that annoy you about anything to do with
Christianity or religion to Alpha.  You can ask, listen, discuss and then make a decision.  If you never ask
the questions, you never get any answers!  Alpha is low key, friendly and fun.

 Following the previous Alpha Course which was held in the village last autumn, we are repeating the
course.  The first session will be Wednesday, 15th April, 7 p.m. at Highclere, Whitechurch Lane,
Henstridge.  Each session begins with a meal which is a chance to get to know others in the group.  Then
there is a DVD talk on different aspects of the Christian faith which is followed by discussion.  There is
no charge for the Alpha course though members of the group may like to contribute food or drink during
the course.

 For further information and/or a registration form, contact:  Keith or Jenny Bates on 01963 364028.  For
further information on Alpha, go to alpha.org.



- 2 -

THE NEW VILLAGE HALL
FOR HENSTRIDGE

An application to South Somerset planning department has recently been
submitted for a new Village Hall and sports changing facilities. The
project involves building over the existing hall in stages, which will enable
hall activities to continue as normal, with the first priority being new
changing rooms for the sports clubs.  The existing hall is of wooden
construction and was erected in January 1974 when the village was much
smaller. With the development and growth of the population of the area
the project working party are convinced the time is right to plan and
fund raise for the new hall.

The plans are available for viewing in the village hall lounge and will involve new changing rooms for
the sports clubs, a larger hall with stage facilities, meeting rooms, a larger kitchen and better toilets.
The new hall would be better designed for the holding of wedding receptions and larger functions as
well as more adaptable for a number of new activities such as Short Mat Bowls and youth Club for
the younger members of the village.

The construction of the hall will obviously be subject to planning permission and it is hoped this will
be available by March/April this year. With the money restraints of the present time it is paramount
that the new hall will be cost effective and functional as well as being economical to maintain.  It is
estimated that project will cost in the region of £200-£250,000.  We are investigating the availability
of grants to help fund the building from various sources such as Somerset County, South Somerset
District, and Sports foundations and we have indications that some monies will be obtained.

Should you have any queries regarding the project please contact Malcolm Stobart on 363380 or at
malcolm@crash.net
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PAINTING AND
DRAWING

The Painting and Drawing group continues
to meet at the Village Hall on Monday
mornings at 10 a.m. until 12 Noon.   Ses-
sions usually coincide with local school
terms.   Next term sessions will begin on
10th April.  There will be an exhibition of
students' work at the Black Swan Gallery at
Frome from 20th April to 2nd May.  Work
will be exhibited there by members of the
group.  Viewing of the exhibition is open to
all.  Anyone interesting in joining the group
should contact Jenny Sparkes at Wincanton
Adult Learning on 01963 33246.  All abili-
ties are welcome.

Cherry Shephard and Mel Brain

HENSTRIDGE CRICKET CLUB

The Indoor 6-a-side season has just drawn to a close.  It has been another very successful one for
the club.  In the Autumn the “A” team were beaten by a very strong side from Poole who are now
the current Dorset champions.  However the “A” team has not lost a game this winter and will once
again represent North Dorset in the county play-offs.  The “B” side has also enjoyed a good season,
losing only one game, by a close margin, to the eventual winners of their league, Sherborne.  The “B”
team finished runners up and will be looking forward to promotion to the top division next year.

Work has now begun to get the cricket pitch into shape for the coming season and it is hoped that
play will start in late April with a “friendly” against Shaftesbury before the league gets underway in
earnest in May.

The club has decided that the time has come to raise money for an artificial pitch to augment the
excellent grass ones we enjoy at the Recreation Ground.  This will enable games to be played that
might otherwise be cancelled due to the weather and make possible mid-week evening games (when
we lack the time to prepare grass wickets adequately ).  We hope to realise our ambitions within 12
to 18 months.

Once again, following the success of last year’s event, we intend to host a 6-a-side cricket festival and
village fun day.  As last year this will be on the late summer bank holiday.

We would like to take this opportunity to say a big “Thank You” to those who sponsor us: Mead
Digger Hire ; The Bird in Hand ; Gartell and Son ; and India Cottage as well as our many supporters.
Without your help we would not be able to keep the Recreation Ground so well maintained, nor
put on big events.  We would also like to thank our Parish Council for their excellent support.

New members and players are always welcome.  Nets at the Recreation Ground will begin in early
April (weather permitting)

Hugo Barton 363193
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SHINGLES ALERT!

There have been a number of cases of shingles in the village lately, some very serious.  As it appears
to be essential to get prompt medical treatment to avoid long-term pain from nerve damage
(postherpetic neuralgia), here are the answers to some questions we may have about the condition,
so that we are all prepared.

What is shingles and how do we get it?

Shingles is a viral infection involving the nerve endings of the skin, triggered by a reactivation of the
virus which causes chickenpox.  Once we have had chickenpox the virus ‘hides’ in our system and at
a later stage, shingles can be triggered by stress, advancing age, or a weakened immune system.
Someone who has shingles can pass the virus onto someone else who will then develop chickenpox
(if they have never had chickenpox before).  Someone with chickenpox however, cannot give anyone
shingles.   Preventative vaccines have been recently developed for use by people of 60 and above who
have had chickenpox.  This reduces the incidence of shingles by strengthening the immune system.

What are the symptoms?

Shingles causes a red, painful, blister-like rash.  Numbness and a tingling sensation may also occur.
The rash often follows the same path as a nerve, and may appear in a row-like formation.  The
shingles rash usually only appears on one side of the body, particularly the face or torso.  Shingles
may be accompanied by neuralga (a sharp, jabbing, repetitive pain along a nerve path).  The pain can
occur with the slightest touch.

What is the treatment?

It is important to get the disease identified at the first possible opportunity (ideally within the first 24
hours) in order that long-term neuralgia can be avoided.  A GP will prescribe antiviral medications
to relieve the discomfort of shingles and help reduce painful after-effects.  The rash can be covered
with a dressing which reduces the risk of spreading the virus to others resulting in chickenpox.  If
treatment is begun immediately, the rash heals and the pain disappears in 3-5 weeks.

For further information on shingles contact:  Shingles Support Society, 41 North Road, London,
N7 9DP.  Telephone:  0845 123 2305

Beautiful
Henstridge
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William the
Conqueror

And the Norman Conquest
By David Rabone

Following the demise of the Viking, King Canute,
at Shaftesbury in 1035, England entered a period
of turmoil which lasted over 100 years. Many of
the neighbouring Viking Kings laid claim to the
Crown of England, but Harold Godwin, Earl of
Wessex, managed to prevail and engineered the
return of a Saxon King, Edward the Confessor,
who reigned until 1066. Harold Godwin had
many sons and several of them joined forces with
the rival claimants to the crown, the King of
Norway and the King of Denmark. Harold
Godwin’s third son, also called Harold, probably
aligned himself with William of Normandy, who
had a bloodline connection back to the crown of
England through his grand mother, Emma of
Normandy, the second wife of King Canute. To
try and understand this tangled web of political
intrigue, I can recommend the story of the God-
win dynasty in the BBC se-
ries, ‘This Sceptred Isle’.

When Edward the Confes-
sor died in 1066, young Ha-
rold Godwin was the Earl of
Wessex; probably the most
powerful man in England
but with no royal bloodline
that I am aware of. He was
proclaimed King of England

but knew that he would soon be challenged by
his brothers and the Kings of Scandinavia and the
Duke of Normandy. After a turbulent few
months, Harold II of England faced the invading
forces of  William of Normandy at the Battle of
Hastings. The fact that both sides could only
muster about 5000 men each is probably indica-
tive of the tangled political mess that now pre-
vailed in Canute’s old kingdom! (By comparison,
the Romans invaded Britain with about 50,000
men and Boadicea is reputed to have had an army
of 250,000 for her revolt against the Romans).

William the Conqueror defeated Harold and
became King of England. He must have realised
that he too could face challenges for his crown
so he followed the Roman example and started
to fortify the country with castles. Local exam-
ples can still be seen at Sherborne and Nunney
(near Frome). The original castles were probably
built of wood and the stone buildings appeared
during the next 100 years.

The Normans were great builders in stone and
even have a style of architecture named after
them. The church on the A30 at East Stour is

built in the Norman style so I
thought I would check it out. It
is a lovely little church and the
current churchwarden, Gavin
Dibb, very kindly showed me
around. He explained that the
church is a piece of ‘glorious
Victoriana’, re-built in the Nor-
man style in 1841, when the
churchwarden was a Mr H.
Godwin!

East Stour Church

TAEKWONDO
In the last few months we have had great success at Accolade Taekwondo.

Mark Finean and Dan Holex took a Dan grading to become 1st Degree Black Belts. After years of
hard work they were both successful and are our first two black belts from the club. We also had a
grading for our other students.

We are very pleased to announce that all of our students were successful and are now working
hard to achieve their next belts. We also had two students compete at a fighting event in Bourne-
mouth. Both did very well and we look forward to the next competition. We hope that more stu-
dents will be able to compete.

We have had a very good few months and we hope that the success continues!

Our congratulations to all our students

 Robin and Tracy
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As the year unfolds we have battled high winds, made six foot snowmen and are looking
at our garden blossoming in a fountain of yellow daffodils.

We would like to say a big thank you to you for the kind donations we received before
Christmas. The customers at the Bird in Hand have given us the contents of their
collection bottle to buy a friendship bench for the playground, whilst the Line Dancing
ladies have donated money to buy another picnic table for the learning garden, which is
maturing and developing into a beautiful oasis. Thank you so much for your continued
support on behalf of the children and families of the school.

The children in Class One have been very fortunate as they have been able to visit Mr
and Mrs Simpson’s lambs and learn about how to care for them. Learning about what we
need to do to look after our pets properly has been a focus for our children. In Class 2
they have been learning about how to look after our environment properly with a visit
to Carymoor Environmental Trust near Castle Cary. Here the children learnt about
recycling and how to do our bit for the environment. We saw a host of wildlife including
deer and buzzards on top of the old land fill site and saw the new one and how it is
managed.

We entered the Tag Rugby Festival at King Arthur’s and though we didn’t win the
tournament,  Harry was awarded player of the tournament. A huge accomplishment for
Harry and the team.

Lastly we have welcomed Mrs Marshall to our school, who has come to the school after
a career break to have her own children. She has brought a wealth of ideas and is fitting
in well to our very effective team. Mrs Marshall takes the Yr3/4 Class in the mornings,
whist Mr Wilson takes the Yr5/6 class. We are looking forward to another fantastic
summer as the weather begins to improve and look forward to seeing you all at the
various events throughout the year.

Best Wishes

Graeme Wilson
Headteacher
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News from Explorers Pre-
School

What a start to the Spring Term, Snow!!! and what
fun the children had playing in it.  They built snow-
men, shovelled it into their wheelbarrows and buck-
ets, ran around in it, made snow angels and
generally had a fantastic time. “ Can we do it again
next week” was one of the quotes from the chil-
dren, if only we could !!.  The children also made,
what has become a bit of a tradition at Explorers, a
Chinese Dragon for Chinese New Year  celebra-

tions.  They were very good at dancing in it and were
able to give a small performance for their parents and
carers.  Shrove Tuesday or Pancake Day went well,
with the children making the batter and preparing the
fillings for the pancakes, which they ate at snack time.
We are now looking forward to our Spring Walk to
visit the ewes and lambs at The Three Gables and we
thank Mr. and Mrs. Simpson for inviting us again.
Explorers is open from 9.00am-12.00pm, Monday to
Friday during Term Time and is situated in the grounds
of St. Nicholas Primary School.  For more details or to
arrange a visit, please contact Mrs Anna Swinburn
(Supervisor) on 07792240804 or 01963 363228

Parent and Carers Toddler Group
The group continues to meet on Monday afternoons between 1.30pm and 3.00pm during Term Time
and is held in the Explorers Pre-School building at St. Nicholas Primary School.  The cost is £1.00
and the entrance is through the school office.  A member of the Stalbridge Health Visiting Team will
now be attending the group once every half term.  For details please contact Mrs. Anna Swinburn on
07792240804

Message in a Bottle
Please remember that whoever is on medi-
cation they really need a “message in a
bottle” to record their medication details
to ensure that they are readily available
to the emergency services.
The ‘bottle’ kit - supplied by the Black-
more Vale Lions - containing the nec-
essary details is available free from
Mrs. Ann Frost on 01963 363
340.



- 8 -



- 9 -

Something to think about.
Did your family live in Henstridge in 1881?

Come and see details of the 1881 Census of Henstridge at the Family History table at the Arts &
Crafts Show next year.

Find out where they were born, where in the village they lived, and what they did to earn a crust.

Something More to think about.
Do you have any old mobile phones that you could get rid of?

Why not recycle it via http://www.cmrecycling.co.uk/dsaa and thereby raise £6 or
more for the Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance.

Village Hall Update  : March 2009
Right here we are again with another update on the Village Hall.

First of all can I thank all of you who filled in the survey at the open meeting regarding a New Village
Hall and thanks also to those who completed the one that was enclosed in the last Wots On Mag.
59 surveys where completed and 45 people said they would be prepared to help one way or another.
Mrs Sam Preston was the lucky lady who won the £25 when her name was pulled out of the hat.

The Parish Council agreed, at their meeting on the 12th January, to submit the plans on behalf of the
village hall and to fund the £1,675 costs. A big thanks to the Parish Council Committee.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the WI for a very enjoyable quiz night and for their
generous donation to the village hall.

We have a couple of events coming up shortly, the first a 50-50 Auction on the 25th April at 2pm in
the main hall.  Ken Jeans will be the Auctioneer.

We are also hoping to organize a ‘Curry Evening’ with entertainment later in the year

Don’t forget we are still looking for new committee members and if anybody can spare some time
fund raising please get in touch with anyone on the committee.

Our AGM is to be held on the 13th
July 2009 at 7.30pm.

For all hall bookings please call
Bridget Hallett on 01963 362266.
For all other enquiries please call
Sam on 01963 362486.

Lesley Best  (Secretary Village Hall
Committee)

LINE DANCING
Ros Browning would like to thank Stella Deane very much for carrying on the
Line Dancing whilst she was away. A reminder that Line Dancing is on Thursday
nights in the Village Hall from 7.45 p.m. - 8.45 p.m. and costs just £2.
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© P Craufurd

JUDGE GENTLY
Pray don't find fault with the man who limps or stumbles along the road
Unless you have worn the shoes he wears, or struggled beneath his load.
There may be tacks in his shoes that hurt, though hidden away from view

Or the burden he bears ... placed on your back, might cause you to stumble too.
Don’t sneer at the man who's down today, unless you have felt the blow

That caused his fall or felt the shame that only the fallen know.
You may be strong, but still the blows that were his ... if dealt to you,

In the selfsame way at the selfsame time might cause you to stagger too.
Don't be harsh with the man who sins or pelt him with word or stone

Unless you are sure ... yes, doubly sure that you have no sins of your own ...
For you know ... perhaps if the tempters voice should whisper ... as softly to you

As it did to him ... when he went astray could cause you to falter too.
Author - not known.

REVELLERS CARNIVAL BINGO

Bingo continues to be held in the Village Hall on the first Friday of each month.  Doors open at 6.45
p.m. and the session starts at 7.45 p.m.

 This year’s Carnival float will be built on a farm near Shaftsbury and construction is due to begin
shortly.  This float goes around the local towns and villages in
September and takes part in a total of 14 local carnivals.  The money
collected at each carnival goes to the local charity in that village.  This
year’s theme is currently a closely-guarded secret to avoid others
duplicating our ideas!  Sue Aldridge is asking for volunteers to help
build the float (for example carpenters and metalworkers are need-
ed), drivers, people on the floats, etc.  If you are able to offer your
help and expertise contact Sue on 362046.

Teacher: "Give me an example of how heat expands things and cold contracts them."
Pupil: "Well, the days are much longer in the summer."
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St Nicholas Bell Ringers
At a recent meeting, Bridget Hallet was elected as a new member
of the Bath and Wells Association of Change Ringers.  Bridget is
an experienced bell ringer and has often helped to make up our
band numbers so it is right and proper that she should be a fully
signed up member of the association.  We are pleased to
welcome her formally to our midst.

We have a new recruit, Sue Deards, who has just begun ringing
and we welcome her to our band and feel sure that she will
quickly learn to ring and enjoy the pleasure it provides.

Bell ringing is great fun as well as helping in the fight to keep fit,
so why don’t you come and join Sue in learning.

Give our Bell Captain, Ellen Edwards, a ring on 01963 363282, and come and join us.  Our practice
sessions are held on Tuesday evenings and we will provide training for beginners
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The HALT committee held a meeting on January 21st with Head of Highways
and Transport for Somerset Ioan Rees, together with representatives from the
Police, County and Parish Councillors.

The purpose of the meeting was to find out why we had seen no action in
response to our requests and what we could seriously expect in the near future.

Disappointingly we had no real assurance from Mr Rees that our short term
objectives will be achieved’ as the results of the collected data does not fall

within the Government guidelines for any action to be taken. This is despite the fact we had been
advised otherwise by his staff.

In order to get somewhere on this we really need the A357 to be designated as a red route like the
A30 but this can only happen at the next review in 2011. We will continually push for this leading up
to the review date.

We were told that at the County freight review meetings the A357 is constantly highlighted as not
suitable for HGV’s and we are assured that the haulage companies are taking this on board, albeit
voluntarily but this will in no way cut out all lorries only reduce the usage.

The good news is that the Police are now using speed guns in the village and will be reporting back
to us each month on their success or otherwise. This will be reviewed after 6 months.

Ultimately the village may well need to seriously consider setting up a Community Speed Watch,
which would be conducted with close Police cooperation.

Meanwhile we will continue to lobby all parties for a more satisfactory conclusion.
For more information please contact your nearest committee member.
(Email :- peter.oswick@btinternet.com) Peter Oswick  363281
       Cliff Frost   363340
       Roy Schofield 362465
       Dennis Bell  362034
Parish Council liaison is with
Paul Brighten  362602

Driving Tips
We must all take simple, practical steps to ensure the safety of every road user. It is vital to adhere
to the following:
• Always drive within the speed limit
• Always drive to the conditions that prevail at that time
Single carriageway rural roads present many dangers. 60mph is often not safe.
• Always keep a safe distance from other vehicles
Remember - only a fool breaks the two second rule.
• Always wear your seatbelt
Make sure that you and all of your passengers wear seatbelts. Ensure that babies and young chil-
dren are correctly restrained in a properly fitted car seat, which is appropriate for their weight and
age.
• Always be considerate to other road users
Driving should be a pleasure, let us all make it so.
• Never drive when you are tired
Driving when you are tired greatly increases your risk of being involved in an accident. Remember
to take regular breaks.
• Always take care at junctions
Be patient and wait for an appropriate gap in traffic. Don’t take risks.
• Never overtake on DOUBLE solid white lines
It is both illegal and a highly dangerous practice. The lines are there to warn motorists of danger.
• Never drink and drive
• Never use a hand-held mobile phone whilst driving.
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Ann Frost is extremely sorry, but due to her continued poor health, she has decided
to postpone until next year the Ninth Village Arts and Crafts Show planned to
be held in April .

Organising the show requires visiting a lot of people in the village, especially those who
have moved in since the last show in 2006, which she finds she is unable to undertake until
her health improves.

However this is no excuse for anyone to sit back and relax, or put aside
anything they were preparing.  It really means that you have got a bit more
time to prepare something really special for next year.

Everyone’s work is special - so do not say “my work is not good enough!” - have a go.

Based upon past experience, space will be at a premium, so book early.

Please let Ann know on 01 963 363 340 if you could exhibit something you have made,
what it is, and what facilities you may require.

NEWS FROM QUIET CORNER FARM
Activities at this time of the year are mainly of a tidying up nature after a tremendous apple harvest
in ’08.  We are still giving apple treats to the ponies, mainly Bramleys – they have a very long shelf
life.
The great success story of ’08 was the community apple juicing enjoyed by so many enthusiasts who
came to make their own juice, a project to be repeated next September.
A big “Thank You” to all who have brought back screw top wine bottles for juice re-cycling. You will
be given a well deserved bottle of juice in September.
We held an excellent pruning day in February, checking over the young trees – re-tying, stripping off
the dead, diseased and crossing branches and generally reducing growth by a third.  The aim is to
achieve a well-shaped tree, open to the sun and air and visiting pollinators.  A couple of stalwarts
climbed into the big old trees (200 years old?) to saw off some of the big branches to achieve the
same result.
The spring flowers in the ditch along Old Vale Lane are a lovely sight.  If anyone would like
snowdrops in the green we’ll soon be digging up some clumps to spread around.  The hedge was cut
and laid last November by David Frampton, whose skills have been much admired.  We got some
grant aid for this from the County Council.  Perhaps the knowledge that this grant aid is available will
encourage owners of other hedges along highways to do the same – that would be a wonderful thing.
Some hedgerow trees will soon be planted in Marsh Lane, Wild Cherry and Hawthorne, again with
help from the County Council, so all credit and thanks to them.
Dog owners have been showing greater responsibility lately but the litter droppers really do deserve
a good “wigging”.  Please don’t throw plastic bags, beer cans and other unpleasantries into the hedges
and ditches.  I am getting too old to climb down to retrieve such detritus.  Anyway, why spoil a lovely
country walk for others – TAKE IT HOME.

Patricia Thompson
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Quiet Days in
Henstridge!
The week beginning the 1st De-
cember was a memorable one
for Henstridge.  That was the
week the traffic stopped and it
was possible to walk along the
High Street without risking life
and limb.  Indeed it was possible
to walk safely along the white
line in the centre of the road.  It
was the week the road was
closed between the Post Office
and Furge Lane so that builders
could install a drainage system
for the new houses at Fountain Place.  For villagers, the closure provided a week of peace with no
heavy trucks passing through the village.  For the many people who ignored the numerous diversion
signs it provided a salutary lesson.  On one occasion a Polish driver was stopped from taking his 40
ton truck along Woodhayes Way and, presumably, past the Church.  He was last seen re-program-
ming his satnav!

My photo shows an apparent diversion through the yard of Peter Jacksons Funeral Directors and at
least one large van was seen trying to obey the sign.

HENSTRIDGE UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB
Founded 1911

The season continues to go well for both the Saturday and Sunday teams.

At the time of writing this article the Saturday team sits at the top of the Yeovil and District Premier
Division and has reached the semi final of the Premier Cup (currently we are the holders).

The Sunday side are currently in 3rd place in their division and are still in the Division Cup Competition.

All the players in the club have responded by giving of their best on the field but enforced
cancellations, due to weather conditions, has not helped to keep a continuous run of fixtures each
week.

The year 2011 is approaching, which will be the Club's Centenary. We are starting to make plans for
celebrating the occasion. If there is anyone who has memories or any records relating to the club in
years gone by, we would appreciate hearing from them.

The monthly 120 Club draw has three numbers available. It will cost £2 per number per month for
a year, and each monthly draw has four winning prizes, £50, £20, £12 and £7. Each June and
December we give six prizes £125, £75, £50, £20, £12 and £7 all proceeds go to Club funds. If you
would like to take advantage of one of these numbers please contact me on 01963 364563.

Finally I have to report some vandalism to our goal nets the other week where some person cut
great lumps out of them. We are not a big or affluent Club and it is expensive to make repairs so
please who ever did this PLEASE  STOP AND THINK of the upset you cause.

Les Jales
Chairman
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WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
Henstridge WI meets on the third Tuesday of the
month in the School Hall at 7.30 p.m.  So far this
year we have organised  a very successful New
Year Quiz, the profits from which were divided
between the Church and the Village Hall.     We
invite a different speaker each month and this year
topics will range from 'Makeup and Beauty' to

'The Life and Loves of Lord Nelson'.
There will be an outing in May, details
to be finalised, and an evening outing
in August.  Ladies - come and join us
for a varied programme of talks and a
social time over tea, coffee and
cakes.  Phone Gill Holt on 363614.

NEWS FROM THE LIONS DEN

Welcome to the latest news bulletin from the BLACKMORE VALE LIONS CLUB.

To say we have been busy since the last Wots On is an understatement.

During the month of December we trailed our Christmas float around the villages and Father
Christmas made every child he saw very happy not to mention quite a few adults.

Despite the financial climate and some seriously bad weather we raised the staggering sum of over
£5000 for use in our charitable good causes.

On the 1st February we held our well known Blackmore Vale Lions Half Marathon which starts at
Bishops Caundle. Again we had a huge entry with runners from athletics clubs from a wide area
taking part, some 550 finished the half marathon and 38 the fun run. This was our 17th event and is
well respected by the athletic fraternity. The large entry with the help of 110 marshals, stewards and
other helpers enabled us to raise over £5500.

We are preparing for our Fun Golf day on 26th April, you may well remember the weather in
October last which forced us to postpone the competition. Entries are going well but we could
always do with some more golfers and remember it is for the good causes of the Dorset and
Somerset Air Ambulance and Dorset Life Education.

There is also a special competition for novice golfers.  So please get your entry forms in.

Each year we hold an annual Peace poster competition in the schools of our area. This year St
Nicholas School Henstridge entered for the very first time and won the cups in two sections. Well
done to the two winners Chloe Parry and Jonathon Hardie !

They will be presented with their prizes and cups at the end of March.

Thank you to all those that have supported and helped us to achieve these
amazing results.

More information can be found on our web site www.bvlions.co.uk.

Our motto as ever is “we serve”.
Peter Oswick

President

EMBROIDERERS!
Help
Wanted

We need your
help to make a
new banner to
commemorate
that there was a

Branch of the Mothers’ Union
here in Henstridge for 89
years!
Please ring Betty 362465 or
Margaret on 363673.
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ORGANISATION CONTACT MEETING PLACE

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards - 362282 Church Tower

Bingo Mrs Sue Aldridge - 362046 Village Hall

Brownies Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

 CAMEO club Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Church Services Rev Peter Hallett - 362266 Church & Vicarage

Cricket Hugo Barton - 363193

Drawing & Painting Jeremy Sparkes - 33246 Village Hall

Explorers’ Playgroup and Par-
ent & Carers Toddler Group

Mrs Anna Swinburn
07792240804/01963 363228 St Nicholas  CofE School

Football Les Jales - 364563
Graham Parsons - 362072

House Prayer Group Nancy Mauger - 370535 Treetops, Whitechurch Lane,
Yenston

Women’s Fellowship Betty Schofield - 362465 Ring for details

Line Dancing Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Loose Ends Liz Hlbrook - 363193
Dave Rabone - 362892 Village Hall

Parish Council Rachel Walker (Clerk) -
370388 Village Hall

Taekwondo Robin Sleight - 07984 756501 Village Hall

St Nicholas Church of England Primary School - Secretary Mrs Nicola Lomas - 362308

St Nicholas Singers Liz Holbrook - 363193
Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

Village Hall Bookings Bridget Hallett  - 362266 The Vicarage, Church Street

 Womens’ Institute Gill Holt - 363614 School Hall

Youth Cafe Cate Aelberry - 364065. Village Hall

Societies Clubs and Organisations
Henstridge
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Jane Jeanes

Bowden Farm Cottage
Bowden
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admb75@ukgateway.net

Treasurer
Michael Smith
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THE REVD PETER HALLETT
THE VICARAGE, CHURCH STREET, HENSTRIDGE BA8 0QE

TEL: 01963 362266
 halatvic@btinternet.com

CHURCHWARDENS

OFFICERS OF THE PCC

MARTIN RIDGEWELL
1, FURGE LANE
HENSTRIDGE
TEL:363673

magmartridge@aol.com
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ENDICOTT

VALE STREET
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