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Bell Ringers Each Tuesday 7.30 pm Church Tower
Brownies Each Monday 6.00 pm St Nicholas School
CAMEO 1st Wednesday each month 7.45 pm Village Hall
Drawing & Painting Ring Jeremy Sparks (33246) for details
Explorers Play Group Daily 9.00 - 12.00 during term times @ St Nicholas School
Line dancing Each Thursday 7.45 pm Village Hall
Loose Ends Each Friday 10.30 am Village Hall
Parents & Carers
Toddlers Group Mondays  during term times 1.30-3.00pm St Nicholas School

RevellersCarnival Bingo 1st Friday in each month 7.30 pm Village Hall

St Nicholas Singers Ring Liz Holbrook (363193) for
details 8.00 pm St Nicholas Church

TaeKwonDo Each Tuesday

Women’s Fellowship Ring Betty Schofield (362465) for
details 2.30 pm Vicarage

Women’s Institute 3rd Tuesday in each month 7.30 pm School Hall

Normal arrangements for regular meetings in Henstridge
Always confirm with the contact listed on inside back cover that a meeting on a particular

date is taking place

Dates of Parish Council & Planning Committee meetings are displayed
on the Village Notice Board  or see www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

The information on the list of contacts is, hopefully, correct at the time of going to press.

If there are any inaccuracies, please inform:-

Gerald French - 363497

The assistance of Jenny Bates, Roy Schofield and, of course, David Rabone
in compiling this issue is gratefully acknowledged

Front Cover Picture

Autumn over Henstridge
Photo by

Bridget Hallettt
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Greetings — and in anticipation of the
events that will soon be upon us, we wish
you all

A Joyful Christmas and
A Very Happy New Year

I was struck by the title of a book published recently :

Do Nothing ~ Christmas is coming

Of course, that’s not really possible, nor to my mind, really desirable. But I understand its appeal. We
too easily rush around like maniacs - spend like there’s no tomorrow. This great time of family
gatherings can also be the time of great family rows!

In contrast to that, wouldn’t it be nice simply to be quiet and reflect on the great events we celebrate.
And even if for us that is not very meaningful, to come to family gatherings just with the joy of seeing
each other. I remember the first time I read Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”, I was awestruck
by the speech Dickens puts in the mouth of Scrooge’s nephew. No space to repeat that here - but a
recommended piece of Christmas Reading. If you don’t have the book - put it on your Christ-
mas Wish List.

When one of the kings of ancient Israel was facing a mega-crisis, the proph-
et Isaiah gave him a message from God: “In returning and rest you
shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.”
The wonder of the message of Christmas is that God did not
wait to help them who help themselves — he’d still be wait-
ing. No, he took the initia- tive and acted to break the circle
of evil and violence. But he did it in a way that is totally surpris-
ing — except that we have heard the story so often there is real
danger we don’t actually hear it anymore. He did not bring peace in
the way a super-power does by imposing its will and suppressing all
opposition. Through the birth of a baby - and what that baby was to do
- he gave us the chance and the freedom to walk by a different path, to
live a different way. To know life in all its fullness - in good measure now, but certainly in the Age to
come - when God brings to fulfilment what was begun in that Stable 2000 years ago. May God grant

When the song of the angels is still,
When the star in the sky is gone,

When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their sheep,

The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost

To heal the broken
To feed the hungry

To release the prisoners
To rebuild the nations

To bring peace among people
To make music in the heart.
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St Nicholas Henstridge Parish Gift Day
Our Parish Gift Day this year will be on Saturday, 13th December.

You will find with this copy of Wo’ts On a Gift Day Envelope, and we invite you to use it to sup-
port the work of your Parish Church.

On Saturday, 13th December, there will be a soup lunch in the Church from 11.30am until 2.30pm.
There will be a small charge for the lunch. There will be a Raffle, and hopefully some stalls. We in-
vite you to come to the lunch, and to bring your Gift to the Church. Otherwise, you can return
your Gift in any of the following ways:

bring it to the church service at 9.30am on Sunday, 14th;

or bring it to any other church service;

give it to one of the churchwardens, or anyone you know who attends church to
bring it to church for you;

deliver it to the Vicarage

The money we receive through our Parish Gift Day is an important part of the income of the Par-
ish Church. In the last year or so, the Parochial Church Council has had to spend tens of £1,000s
carrying out repairs to the fabric of the church - especially the tower roof, and the roof to the
north aisle of the church. Thankfully, that has largely been covered by the special appeal we raised.
Because of a cash flow issue, we are extremely grateful for a bridging loan that enabled us to get on
with the work.

On top of looking after our church building we have other major expenses. The largest by far is
our contribution to the diocese’s Common Fund. In 2009 this will be around £13,300 and is almost
entirely used to pay for the provision of parish clergy. On top of that, the largest items will be
things like insurance; heating and lighting; and just the ongoing expenses of running the church. If
anyone wants to know more detail, our Annual Report and Financial Statements are available on
request (although at this point they are for the year ending 31 December 2007. The 2008 figures
will be available next April).

All the funds needed to run a parish church have to be raised by the parish. We receive no money
from the Government, the Church Commissioners or any other body (apart from Gift Aid - see
below - and grants to effectively repay VAT on some repairs to the fabric of the church building.)

If you value having a working parish church in our village, please support our Gift Day. If you are a
tax payer you can increase the value of your gift at no cost to yourself by filling in the Gift Aid Dec-
laration on the Gift Day Envelope. This means that for every £1 you give, the Government will give
us 28p. They are actually giving us the tax you paid on your gift plus a little extra. Every charity
benefits from Gift Aid.

I have written above about the costs of maintaining our church building,
and the cost of running a parish church. We would really like to devel-
op the inside of our Church to make it (1) more user friendly and (2) to
widen it’s possible use for the community. This certainly involves provi-
sion of toilets, a servery, improving the heating, and so on…. But all this
can only be done when we have met our immediate commitments. But it
doesn’t stop us dreaming dreams….
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HENSTRIDGE NEEDS A YOUTH CLUB!

ARE YOU YOUTH-ORIENTATED?

DO YOU WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

ARE YOU FIZZING WITH ENERGY?

DO YOU HAVE A FEW HOURS TO SPARE?

WOULD YOU BE YOU INTERESTED IN HELPING TO SET UP AND RUN - ON A ROTA
BASIS - A YOUTH CLUB IN THE VILLAGE?

 THE AIM WOULD BE TO SET UP A COFFEE BAR ONE EVENING A WEEK FOR TEEN-
AGERS IN HENSTRIDGE TO PROVIDE THEM WITH A SOCIAL FOCAL POINT.

SUGGESTED TIME WOULD BE BETWEEN 6-8 P.M.   VENUE THE LOUNGE OF THE VIL-
LAGE HALL.

CONTACT LIZ HOLBROOK ON 01963 363193 TO DISCUSS YOUR IDEAS
AND SUGGESTIONS

News from Quiet Corner

Quiet Corner is a misnomer this autumn, it’s a hive of activity in the
apple shed, but as Dave has kindly written about that elsewhere I will
dwell on other things.

One is to pay tribute to the Balsam Community Centre who set us up
in 2006 with an apple crusher and press for a community activity in
Henstridge and surrounds.  A small group of mothers with children
came but eventually only two stalwarts remained, Marta and Rachel,
who braved all weathers to make apple juice.  They are sometimes
helped by Mel Brain, whose enthusiasm led him to bring his Black and
Decker garden shredder to make more apple pulp.  It did, but we also
got a plug of black gunge in the neck of the bottles of juice!  Such a dire result spurred me to invest
in a beautiful orange electric mill, which promptly doubled the output of juice.

They say small is beautiful.  The press keeps up with the mill but now we need a bigger pasteuriser!
Juicing has really taken off with people bringing their own apples from far afield, perhaps not what
was originally intended but what better than to be drinking pure apple juice than fizzy junk.  And
we’ve had some wonderfully companionable days.

I was amazed to be invited by the Blackmore Vale Magazine to take part in it’s “Screen Bites” food
and film festival.  This was hugely enjoyable and a great way to meet all those dedicated people who
made the delicious tastings of sausages, cheese, chocolate, beers etc. – a highly rewarding event.
Thank you B.V.M.

Patricia Thompson
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CHURCH REPAIRS HELPED BY THE

FRIENDS OF SOMERSET CHURCHES AND CHAPELS
During 2008 Henstridge PCC has had to undertake two major building projects, at a total cost of
some £65,000 (excluding VAT which is reclaimable). The first was the work, mainly to the Tower,
identified in the five-yearly survey conducted in 2005.  The second, only just finished, was the
renewing of the North Slope to the roof over the North Aisle, the need for which was identified in
late 2007.

These two projects have been financed from the Tower appeal, additional donations and fund-raising
since the Appeal and a grant of £3,000 from the Friends of Somerset Churches and Chapels (FSCC).
The PCC is particularly grateful to the FSCC for this, not least since it reduces the amount the PCC
has had to borrow to enable the re-roofing work to go ahead immediately.

The FSCC is funded from membership subscriptions and donations and the amount available for its
grants programme is inevitably limited. The PCC understands that the £3,000 awarded to us was the
largest grant made by FSCC this autumn. (If anyone would like more information about the FSCC,
please let me know – my details are on the back of Wot’s On.)

We have been able to proceed with these two projects in 2008 but the PCC is entirely dependant
on donors to the Tower Appeal continuing with those donations for the remaining 3 years of the
Appeal, to enable us to repay the money we have borrowed and to help pay off our debts! We much
appreciate your support so far.

 Michael Smith PCC Treasurer

NEWS FROM EXPLORERS
PRE-SCHOOL

We have enjoyed an Autumn Walk in the sun-
shine to Quiet Corner Farm (or Apple Juice Farm
as it's now known!) to make apple juice. The
children were able to watch the process of ap-
ple juicing, pick apples, wash them and then
taste the juice. They all had a fantastic time,
thanks to Mrs Thompson for inviting us. Tim
from the Well Bean Project came to plant some
garlic, shallots and onions with the children which they all enjoyed.

We were also chosen as one of the groups to benefit from a Hall and Woodhouse Com-
munity Chest Grant. Thank you to Rachel for entering us. With the money we have been
able to buy lots of new equipment for both inside and outside play. Thank you’s go as
well to everyone who supported our jumble sale. We raised approximately £130.00.

Explorers is open during term times from Monday to Friday from 9.00am - 12.00pm.
For more details or to arrange a visit, please telephone Mrs Anna Swinburn

(Supervisor) on 07792 240804 or 01963 363228

PARENT AND CARERS TODDLER GROUP
We continue to meet every Monday during term times from 1.30pm-3.OOpm in Explorers
Pre-School building at St Nicholas Primary School. Entrance is through the School Office.
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According to the Anglo-Saxon chronicles, the
first Viking raid on England was at Portland,
Dorset, in 789 AD.  They must have been expert
sailors because Portland is notorious for its
dangerous currents.

The Anglo-Saxons had been the dominant force
in England for over 300 years, having filled the
power vacuum left by the withdrawal of the
Roman Legions. Now, everything was to change
as the Vikings of Denmark, Norway
and Sweden came in ever increasing
numbers to try and colonise this
little island. At first, neither the An-
glo-Saxons nor the Vikings acted as
united forces. However, the Saxons
of Wessex started to unite under
King Egbert to meet the increasing
threat of the Vikings after 827AD.
This unification of the Saxons was carried on by
King Alfred the Great during the latter part of
the 9th century, but the days of the Saxon Kings
of England were soon to end as the Vikings came
in ever increasing numbers to colonise parts of
Scotland, Ireland and also Northern and Eastern
France.

By the end of the first millennium AD, England
was surrounded and the Western European
Vikings united for a short time under the Danish
King Canute, who also ruled as King of England
from 1017 to 1035. Every schoolchild used to be
taught that Canute thought himself so powerful
that he tried to control the tides of the sea. He
met his end trying to suppress a Saxon revolt at
Gillingham in nearby North Dorset, where he

was mortally wounded and taken to
Shaftesbury Abbey, where he died.
I wonder if Gillingham or Shaftes-
bury Museums have any further
information on the demise of King
Canute and the end of his Western
European empire?

My sources for this article are the
usual Radio 4 series, ‘This Sceptred

Isle’, Kelly’s Directories and my old encyclopae-
dia. I have also just read an interesting little book
called ‘Blood Feud’ by Rosemary Sutcliffe, which
describes the life of a Saxon slave in the Viking
world, with voyages from Dublin to Constanti-
nople.

SOUP LUNCH
Saturday 13th December 11.30-2.30

A soup lunch will be served in the church again this year. There will be a small
charge for the lunch and a raffle. There may also be some stalls selling Christmas
food and gifts.
Last year, in spite of heavy rain which we hope will not recur this year, we had
an enjoyable few hours. The soup will be home made and will cater for as
many different dietary needs as I can manage! If you would like to run a stall
with most of the proceeds going to church funds please let Jane Jeanes know. (370769)

TABLETOP GAMES in the Village Hall Lounge.

There has been a small but enthusiastic group of people enjoying playing
tabletop games.  As the group is small, it has been decided that we shall
meet in people’s homes in the future.  Please ring Roy or Betty on 362465
if you would like to come along and join in.

The Vikings
David Rabone continues the saga
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Memorial Search
The Parish Council have recently had additional land at the burial ground consecrated in order to
provide more spaces for the future.  This will mean extending the existing central pathway in the long
term, which will possibly mean the removal of the bush at the end of the existing pathway. However,
the Parish Council want to ascertain that this was not planted as a memorial, prior to agreeing its
removal, and so we would be very grateful to hear from anyone who may have knowledge of
information on the history of this bush.

Dog Fouling
You may recall that in our last newsletter we raised the problem of dog fouling,
which has been an issue in the recreation ground in recent months, and requested
that people clear up after their dogs, or let us know if there was an ongoing
problem. Since then the Parish Council have had a number of complaints from
people with regard to dog mess at the recreation ground, including a complaint
from one resident whose child came home from the rec covered with dog faeces.
While we fully appreciate that this is the minority causing a problem for the majority, the health
hazards of this are well documented and the Parish Council have a duty to protect all users of their
land.

The Parish Council are therefore asking once again, that people clear up after their dogs, but also
let us know if they are aware of some one else allowing their dog to foul and not clearing up after
it so that we can pass the information on to the Dog Warden. However, the Parish Council would
encourage parents to educate their children on the potential dangers of the environment that they
play in, and to be aware of these when they are in the recreation ground.

How aware are you?
As you may or may not be aware, Henstridge is on a “Red Route” – a road with a high number of
crashes resulting in a fatality or serious injury. Because of this, the Parish Council have been offered
the chance to provide a Free Driver Awareness Course presented by an approved driving instructor.
The course runs from 7-9 with the opportunity to try out a driver simulator, have tea and coffee and
hear the presentation. Feedback so far has been excellent! If you would be interested in attending
such a course, then please contact the Parish Council Clerk to the Council can see how much
interest there is and hopefully organise a course for Henstridge.

Henstridge Parish Council News
The Parish Council publish a newsletter quarterly. This cannot be circulated with Wot’s On as
publication dates do not coincide (Wot’s On is only published three times a year). Copies of the
Parish Council Newsletter are available in the Late Stop Shop, the Bird in Hand, the India Cottage or
the Village Hall. It is also available online at www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk or copies will be
delivered by email - contact clerk@henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk.

The following items were included in the Council’s October Newsletter
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This has been a very busy term. We welcomed our
new reception children who have made a very positive start to their school life. We have had the
largest intake for small schools in Somerset for the past two years, something we are very proud of
and look forward to welcoming more next September.

We are also welcoming a new member of staff, Mrs Emma Marshall, who is joining us to take the
Year 3 and 4 children for Literacy and Numeracy every morning, whilst Mr Wilson takes the Yr 5
and 6 children. This is something the school has worked hard to create and is reliant on funding for
this model to be sustained. We are very excited about Mrs Marshall joining the staff and seeing the
children continue the great progress they have already shown.

The school has looked into providing a breakfast club, but at present there aren’t enough families
needing this provision. Should this change then we will look again at how we can provide this service.

It was wonderful to be asked to take part in the Harvest Service this year and we look forward to
sharing in the Christingle service on the 7th December. The school will have a nativity service on the
17th December at 1:30pm in the church; if you would like to join us you are most welcome. Start
the Christmas holiday season off with real festive spirit!

Dates for your diaries – Friday 12th December 6pm – 7:30pm is the Christmas Fayre in the school
hall. Please come down and share in our Christmas celebrations. There will be many side shows, stalls
and Father Christmas in his Grotto!

The school is having it’s annual Race Night on Friday 6th February in the Village Hall. Please come
along and support the school, but have a great night out too. Last year we raised an amazing £1000.
We look forward to seeing you.

Thank you for your continued support over this past year. It has been a very successful time with
our great Ofsted report and the fast improving standards. As always if you want to come and see us,
our doors are always open. Wishing you a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year from
all at St Nicholas Church of England Primary School..

HENSTRIDGE UNITED FOOTBALL
CLUB

The new season began with two teams being entered into the Yeovil and District
Premier League on Saturdays and the Blackmore Vale Sunday League for games
played on Sunday mornings.

Both teams got off to a good start winning their first few league games, and the
Saturday side remains in one of the cup competitions which they won last season. The Sunday side
has lost the last couple of games but both teams remain upbeat with enough players to be able to
field full teams plus substitutes.

Following the recent arson attack upon the Changing Rooms in the Village Hall the damage caused
by this fire meant that the Changing Rooms could not be used and alternative venues for a few games
had to be found resulting in extra expense for the Club. However a prompt repair meant that the
facilities are again useable.

The ongoing endeavours to obtain new Changing Rooms has entered a new phase with other local
agencies becoming involved with other options which will be revealed soon.

Les Jales Chairman
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Ø 

programme for 2009 arranged by the new CAMEO COMMITTEE.

 Jan 7th   No meeting
 Feb 4th  Aden in the 60’s  Roy Schofield
 Mar 4th Spring Hanging Baskets Demonstration by Castle Gardens
 Apr 1st  Irish Folk Music  Nigel & Friends
 May 6th  Scientific Genius’s   Talk by Steve Cobbins
 Jun 3rd Embroidery –   ‘Blackwork & Goldwork’  Kath Page
 Jul 1st  Garden Party  10 Park Road
 Aug  No meeting
 Sep 2nd  Conservation in a
         National Trust House Talk by Emily Blanschard
 Oct 7th  Napoleonic Re-enactment Rachel Connor
 Nov 4th Smugglers in
      Dorset & Hampshire  Talk by Bonnie Sartin
 Dec 2nd  To Be Announced

Any Enquiries to 01 963 363 016
Please note all the Meetings start at 7.45pm in the Village Hall, and are open to any-

one.
Entry is only £1.00 and refreshments are available for 20p, so Come And Meet Each Other

and have a friendly evening with a difference, away from the box.
Please make a note of the details on your calendar, and watch for the posters.

St Nicholas Bell Ringers

The last Saturday in June saw bell ringers from several local villages
set off by bus for a tour of  Dartmoor.  During the day we rang the
bells in 4 churches including Widecombe, famous for it’s fair, and
Buckfastleigh.  The church at Buckfastleigh is interesting in that it
was devastated by fire in 1996 and only the tower has been re-built
and the bells re-hung.  Bell ringers are used to ringing in very
enclosed spaces and the new glass walls provide a totally different
experience.

Just recently our two new ringers who joined us last year, Margaret
Jarvis and Roy Schofield, were accepted as members of the Bath and
Wells Ringers Association.

St Nicholas Church has a fine set of 6 bells and a fine set of 6
campanologists – but we need more so that we can set up a rota.
Bell ringing can be your contribution to village life and is a healthy
and fun social activity.  The bell ringers meet to practice on Tuesday
evenings at 7.30 p.m. at the Bell Tower.  If you have never tried
ringing then we would provide training for you.  Alternatively if you
have recently moved into Henstridge and have ringing experience, then we would be delighted to
welcome you onto the team.  You can learn to ring from 10 years of age upwards, so age is no
barrier.  For further details contact Ellen Edwards on 01963 362282.

The Bell Ringers on tour
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Village Hall Update
November 2008

Once again I start this report (as I did in the last Wot’s on
Mag) with “The repairs to the hall have now been complet-
ed” The damaged being caused by another arson attack.  I
am sure the person who carried out this attack could not
have understood the full impact of his actions; the time
spent on getting the hall back to working order, the groups
that have had to cancel their meetings, the loss of revenue,
the £500 the committee had to find to pay the excess and the realisation that one day his actions
may seriously hurt or even kill.  I am sure somebody in the village must know who it is, just
remember, it could have spread to the houses nearby and it could be a member of your family that
gets hurt next time – We do have to stop this before a tragedy happens!!

Flo Cornish has now retired as booking clerk and we would like to take this opportunity to thank
Flo for all the years she has devoted to the village hall.  Louise has resigned as our cleaner and many
thanks go to her also.  The good new is (I will say this only once) Bridgett Hallett has taken on both
roles, so a very big thanks you to Bridget.

Other good news, the new water boiler and range cooker have now been installed and we hope to
get more bookings from the organizations that were interested in holding lunches and suppers etc.

The committee together with the football, cricket and Tae Kwan Do clubs have been exploring the
possibility of a new Village Hall, proposed plans have been drawn up and on the 22nd November we
held a consultation event to gain the views of the local community.  If you missed the event do not
worry as you still have time to have your say.  Please complete the questionnaire enclosed in this
magazine.

For all hall bookings please call Bridgett Hallett on 01963 362266.  For all other enquiries please call
Sam on 01963 362486.

Lesley Best (Secretary)

The changing rooms restored

BROWNIES
We spent the first few weeks of the term out and about in the village enjoying
some rare dry evenings. We found some overgrown paths hard to walk on and
in some places dangerous. We took part in the Big Tidy up picking up all sorts of
rubbish in the churchyard, cemetry and carpark and along St Nicholas Path on our
way back to school. Brownies are working on their First Aid badge.

One cause for concern is the lack of 7 year olds coming in so please if you know of any girls who
would like to join us please ring or contact Brown Owl (Jane Jeanes 370769).

Christmas Carols
One night Freda went carol singing. She knocked on the door of a house and began to sing. A man
with a violin in his hand came to the door. Within half a minute tears were streaming down his face!
Freda went on singing for half an hour, every carol she knew - and some she didn't. As last she
stopped. The man had continued to weep gently throughout her performance. "I understand," she
said softly. "You are remembering your happy childhood Christmas days. You're a sentimentalist!"

"No, not exactly," he replied in a choked sort of voice. "I'm a musician!"
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Dave’s Diary
By Dave Rabone

As reported in the last issue of WOT’S ON, Patricia
Thompson has been busy during the Autumn in her
orchard at Quiet Corner Farm. Apple pressing has taken
place every Tuesday and Thursday and a mini “Apple
Day” fete occurred on October 19th at the beginning of
Somerset’s Apple Week. I spent an interesting hour
there, chatting at the Butterfly Conservation stall, brows-
ing the Bowden Bees honey pot, tasting the delicious

apple cakes on offer and having some tea. Intrigued by all I had seen, I returned during half term week
and watched as a diverse group of people picked apples, ground them up, pressed, bottled and
pasteurised the juice. I found it all fascinating and look forward to next years’ activities.

Another good little village social occasion has been the vegetable stall run by Sue and Steven Place
from their barn off Marsh Lane. It was a good place to meet people and get some fresh veg on
Saturday mornings during the Autumn.

Loose Ends continues to meet every Friday morning from 10.30 am until noon in the lounge of the
village hall. Now that the summer holidays are over, attendance is
normally about 20 people again. Ann and Cliff Frost have probably
set an unbeatable record for our furthest travelled visitors when
they brought along some friends who were visiting from Australia!
Anyone know any Aliens from outer space?

The Toy Library from the Balsam Centre normally visits Loose Ends
on the second Friday of the month and the Police CSO normally
comes on the third Friday.

The Macmillan Coffee Morning was hosted by Loose Ends for the
first time this year.

Many thanks to Eryl, Pam and Ann for doing all the hard  work and
to everyone who helped and contributed to the £127 which  was
raised.

The Loose Ends Christmas Party is on December 5th this year at
10.30 am. We hope to have our annual visit from the village school,
who will come and entertain us. Stalls, cakes, mince pies are all
welcome. Please contact Liz Holbrook, on 363193, if you have any
questions.

Line Dancing
 Ros Browning is pleased to report that Line Dancing is continuing very success-
fully.  They will be finishing for Christmas on 11th December and re-starting in the
New Year on 15th January 2009.  Currently there are 28 people on the books and

more are welcome to join them.  They meet in the Village Hall on Thursdays from
7.45 – 8.45 and the cost is £2.  Contact Ros for further information on 363016.

The McMillan Coffee morning was
held at Loose Ends
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There being no “ Jesters’ Jostle” planned this
year, the Cricket Club decided to run a six-a-side
tournament, combined with a Village Fun Day, to
raise money for the much needed changing
rooms and to pay for the recently purchased
‘sight screens’.  We were extremely fortunate in
finding a generous sponsor in “Mead Digger
Hire”.  We
would also like
to thank the In-
dia Cottage res-
taurant and
other local busi-
nesses for their
valuable input.
The Village Hall
Committee ap-
proached us to ask if they could hold a silent
auction on the day to boost their funds and this
was readily agreed to.

Cricket sides were entered by Stalbridge, Win-
canton, the HHP building company, Milborne
Port and Shaftesbury as well as Henstridge.  The
deserved winners were Wincanton who fielded
a young, committed and talented side.

All those taking part seemed
delighted with the day.

Various events and
sideshows were organ-
ised for the entertain-

ment of our community
and run by a number of

volunteers, without whose
help the day could not have

succeeded.  There were
stalls selling, amongst other things, cakes, bric-a-
brac and local jams and honey.  And to wear off
the effects of the cakes people could try their
hand at skittles, golf pitching and bowling.  Quiet
Corner farm brought along a pony and foal,
whose birthdays you had to guess.  In the hall
there was a magic show and a disco for the
children and much more besides.

Perhaps the most popular event of all was the
Tug-of-War competition, for purely amateur en-
trants only, with many excellent teams entered,
both male and female.  HHP did well, especially

as most of them had been run-
ning around the cricket field all
afternoon.  But the outright
winners were a young side en-
tered by our sponsors “Mead
Digger Hire” who proved too
strong for the rest of us.

During the day the village ate it’s
way through a vast number of
hot-dogs, burgers and ice creams
and the bar did a steady trade
throughout.  There were also
teas and refreshments provided
by the wives of cricketers and
other volunteers.

In the evening the entertainment
was rounded off by two bands and a female
vocalist.  First up was a young band from Castle
Cary, followed by There
sa De Roberto, si
nging a mixture of
modern and clas-
sical numbers to
much acclaim.
We would like to
express our thanks
to her for waiving her fee and
wish her every success in her chosen career. Last
on were “Dudlow Joe”, a successful band from
Bath fronted by Danny Vincent, who also kindly
performed free!  Due to the whole day having
proved to be even more successful than any of us
had anticipated, it was decided to not charge for
the evening entertainment.

From all the feedback received by the Cricket
Club since the event it is obvious that people
enjoyed themselves and are keen to see it happen
again!  Watch this
space!  The
Cricket Club wish
to say a big
“Thank You” to
all those who
gave their time,
money and effort
to make the day
so successful.  Thank You All!

Village Cricket Festival and Fun Day
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Henstridge Art & Craft Show

The
will be held in the Village Hall on 25th April 2009, from 10am to 4pm.

The show is open to all Henstridge residents, of all ages, to show off their skills.
This event has been held every three years since 1985 and has always proved to be very popular - so

get cracking and let the world see what you can do.
Entry on the day will be 50p per person.  All funds are to go to the Village Hall.

Entry is free to exhibitors, (although if you are able to sell any of your efforts, a donation will be most
gratefully accepted).

Since it is only open to amateur crafts people, Commercial Trade stalls will not be allowed.
Bring along whatever you have made, drawn, sketched, painted, knitted, carved, etched, moulded, cast

etc etc.
Would you be prepared to demonstrate your skills in baking, cake decorating, flower arranging etc etc?

Demonstrations have always proved very popular.
Meet others in the village that share your interests, and be amazed at what a high level of skill exists in

Henstridge.

so do not say “my work is not good enough!”
If past experience is anything to go by space will be at a premium.

Wall space for pictures etc will have to be limited to approx. 1 metre wide, and tables will need to be
booked as either large or small.

The hall will be open on the evening of Friday 24th April to enable people to set up their exhibit.
Hot refreshments will be available on Saturday, so why not make it a day out.

Make it an even bigger and better show than 2006, when we had about 90 exhibitors.

The
Real Story.

www.therealstory.org.uk
Go on! Have a look!!

Help for Carers
Are you a carer and would like help with looking after our relative while you do your
Christmas shopping? Mature ldy with experience of community sector (CRB checked)
would like to offer her help free of charge or donation to St Nicholas Church repair Fund.

Please phone:- 07527274322
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‘Lest We Forget. Henstridge, a Somerset Village &
the First World War’

By Caroline Rowland
A new book due out in December 2008. The book size is approximately 170mm x

240mm with approx.175 pages including over 40 black and white images.

Ninety years ago ‘the war to end all wars’ stopped when the Armistice was signed on 11th
November 1918.  The First World War was a prolific killer.

“Lest We Forget” tells of how the Somerset village of Henstridge dealt with the First World War,
the men who served, their families and pieces together the life of a village of another era.

Today Henstridge is bereft of visual reminders of the effort and suffering induced by the First World
War; save its war memorial.  So little is known about the brave people immortalised there, for
chiselled on the stone column are just their surnames and initials.  One fact is crystal clear. Two
hundred and twenty two men from the Parish of Henstridge went to the First World War. Some
never made it back.  This is as much their story as it is a snapshot of parish life long gone.’

Place your order before 18th December and receive your copy for £8.95. Normal retail price
£11.95. Postage and packaging is extra.

To reserve your copy please go to www.warmemorialsww1.co.uk and reserve online via the en-
quiry form, or ring Caroline on 01963 371795

All invited to come along and join us at the book launch at The Bird in Hand on
Saturday 20th December from 11am onwards. Advance orders can be picked up
and copies of the book will be on sale for £11.95 each.

If you’d like more information please email Caroline Rowland
info@warmemorialsww1.co.uk or give her a ring

200 Years Ago
By David Rabone

Rita, from the Late Stop shop, has been having a clear out and has found this interesting old cutting from a
newspaper, probably the Western Gazette.

“SHERBORNE October 2

Saturday night last, about eleven o’clock one William Wear, a butcher, of Hen-
stridge, returning from our market, was attacked near the direction post at Oborne
water by two footpads, who knocked him off his horse, and rifled his apron pocket

of about 2s 6d in silver and half pence, and beat him in a very cruel manner. Some people
luckily coming by and hearing murder cried went to the butcher’s assistance, which
obliged the footpads to make off without compleating (sic) their booty. They were

followed into this town but outran their pursuers.”

Personally, I have much better experiences of Oborne. About 30 years ago, I was riding my motorcycle back
from Yeovil when I lost our house keys. I checked they were in my pocket as I entered Sherborne but they
had disappeared by the time I arrived home. I drove slowly back to Sherborne but did not find them on the
road. So I went to Sherborne Police Station to report my loss and you can imagine my surprise when they
produced my keys. They had been found by a school boy, cycling home to Oborne and he was sensible and
kind enough to take them straight to the police station. I hope he enjoyed his reward!
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NEWS FROM THE LIONS DEN
The BLACKMORE VALE LIONS CLUB have continued with our

busy programme since the last news report.

In August we provided marshals for the Doddlers Half Marathon , also spending 4
days at the Great Dorset Steam Fair with our Lions Tombola.

Our annual Lions Peace Poster competition which has been successfully supported by many local
schools has spread to Henstridge and we are well pleased that St Nicholas Primary School took
part this year. Thanks to Graeme Wilson. We presented book tokens to the individual winner at
each school. The winners posters are then entered into our District competition - who knows
who will win ?

The Club has been highly praised for our support of the Lions Dentaid Project which collects re-
dundant dental equipment from dental surgeries. The equipment is then refurbished and sent to
needy areas of the World particularly Africa. This is really worthwhile.

Sadly we had to postpone our Golf Fun Day due to the seriously bad weather on October 5th..
The competition will now be on Sunday 26th April 2009.

We are busy preparing our Christmas Float for the festive season and Father Christmas will visit
Henstridge on Friday 12th December from 6pm.

Although we have recently enrolled a new member we are still looking to increase our member-
ship and as I have said before it’s not all work. We have a lot of fun and one of the two monthly
meetings is a dinner meeting. We also hold club social events.

The monies raised from our activities will continue to help us supporting good causes and individu-
al needy people - that is why our motto is WE SERVE.

For any information please contact your Lion President Peter Oswick on 01963
363281

Web site : www.bvlions.co.uk

PAINTING AND DRAWING by Cherry Shephard and Mel Brain

The Painting and Drawing group continues to meet at the Village Hall on Monday mornings from
10.00 a.m. until 12.00 Noon.  Sessions normally coincide with local school term times.  Next term
will begin on 12th January, 2009.
There will be an exhibition of students' work at the Black Swan Gallery in Frome from 20th April to
2nd May 2009 in which members of the group can take part.
Anyone interested in joining the group should contact Jenny Sparkes at Wincanton Adult Learning
on 01963 33246.  All abilities are welcome.  Come and visit us one Monday morning:  the last day of
this term is 8th December.

© P Craufurd
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St. Nicholas Singers Dinner
On Saturday 6th December, in celebration of St Nicholas Day, the St Nicholas Singers are having

their annual St. Nicholastide Dinner, which will be a fun evening of singing and entertainment.

This year it will be held at the Pines, Gartell Light Railway, Yenston.

The price for the three-course dinner including a welcome drink, is £15 which is the actual cost the
caterers are charging, so any profits from the evening will come from the wine bar and raffle – and

these will go to St. Nicholas Church building fund.

If you have not yet bought your tickets – then hurry, hurry – because the deadline is officially 21st

November, but late applications will be accommodated if possible.  Contact Patricia Thompson for
tickets or further information on 01963 363045.

SAVE A LIFE
Last year the British Red Cross was Tesco's Charity of the year and
raised a lot of money,some of which is being used to help fund First Aid training in rural areas. I can
run this training for groups of up to 12 people at a time if you would like to take part. The venue
could be someone's home or the village hall lounge or maybe the school. The training is very practical
and is available to anyone although the not really suited to under 10's. I will leave posters around the
village and hope to hear from some of you.

Ring Jane Jeanes 01963 370769/07712824747

Next year the Women’s Fellowship meetings are changing. There will be
quarterly "special" meetings and at the meetings in between we shall have
"Talking and Listening".

Come and see if this friendly group is something you would like to be a part
of – there is no joining fee. We meet at the Vicarage on the second
Wednesday of the month. Ring Betty Schofield 362465, Margaret Ridgewell
363673 or The Vicarage 362266. A warm welcome awaits you.

Message in a Bottle
Please remember that whoever is on medication also really needs a “message in a
bottle” to record their medication details and ensure that they are available to the
emergency services if the need arises.

The ‘bottle’ kits containing the necessary details are available free from Mrs. Ann
Frost on 01 963 363 340, and are supplied by the Blackmore Lions.

Father Christmas
Of course, I had expected that by the age of seven it was inevitable for my son to
begin to have serious thoughts about Father Christmas. Sure enough, one day he said,

"Mum, I know something about Father Christmas, the Easter Bunny, and the Tooth
Fairy."

Taking a deep breath, I asked him, "And what is that?" He replied, "They're all
nocturnal."
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We continue to highlight incidents as they occur to the authorities. There has
been no let up in correspondence to the influencing parties. In particular our
liaison with the Police is continuing well. Our Neighbourhood Policing Inspector
has stated his “commitment to supporting the community on this issue” and to
reaching “ a long term sustainable solution”.

We are currently looking for support from the Camera Partnership to have a mobile camera van (as
at Templecombe) also the use of a speed gun by our local PCSO. The Police have suggested that
HALT take on Community Speed Watch -  in other words do it ourselves - we have at this time
declined this. Frankly we think this is a bit rich when we have never seen any pro-activity by the Police
themselves!

You may well have seen recent TV coverage of a Somerset County Council initiative to re-designate
unsuitable HGV routes on maps and Satnav systems. This is an ongoing operation with Ordnance
Survey. I quote an encouraging statement from a letter received from Ryan Bunce, Transport Policy
Officer for Somerset County Council.

“The A357 will not therefore be recommended for use by Heavy Goods Vehicles. As such the
project if successful will serve to decrease the number of HGV’s using non-strategic routes such as
the A357 by helping hauliers to make the most appropriate routing decisions”

This is still under discussion and review, however it is encouraging.

Meanwhile as ever the letters, phone calls and meetings continue.

Perhaps our motto should be “We will not give up !”

For more information please contact your nearest committee member.
PeterOswick - 363281  CliffFrost - 363340  Roy Schofield - 362465 Dennis Bell - 362034

Parish Council liaison is with Paul Brighten  362602
Email :- peter.oswick@btinternet.com

HENSTRIDGE WI
Henstridge WI have enjoyed a busy summer. We held a very successful garden meeting

in July and in August members were given a conducted tour of Morrison's in Wincanton
followed by an Indian meal.

Since the new season started we have learnt about the Life of an Undertaker and have
just enjoyed a fashion show held in the School Hall by Denner's with members as models.

The AGM will be in November and then instead of our usual Christmas social we are due to have
an evening out with a Christmas meal.

Members have enjoyed a few games of croquet but the weather has been very much against us. We
have played skittles and have a fairly good record!! We also entered the Group Quiz hosted by
Milborne Port and 3 teams had varying levels of success.

Whilst on the subject of Quizzes please remember the 16th January 2009 for the Annual New Year
Quiz that we are hosting. All proceeds to go to Village Hall fund and St Nicholas' Church. There will
be a Ploughman's Supper provided and tables of 4 will cost £20 to include this. Teas and coffees will
also be available. Please contact Mrs Gill Holt 363614 to book a table. Last New Year's Quiz was
avery enjoyable event and we hope to make this one even better.

We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30 pm in the School Hall and new members are
most welcome.
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ORGANISATION CONTACT MEETING PLACE

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards - 362282 Church Tower

 CAMEO club Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

 Womens’ Institute Gill Holt - 363614 School Hall

Bingo Mrs Sue Aldridge - 362046 Village Hall

Blackmore Vale Lions Peter Oswick - 363281

Brownies Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

Church Services Rev Peter Hallett - 362266 Church & Vicarage

Cricket Hugo Barton - 363193

Drawing & Painting Jeremy Sparkes - 33246 Village Hall

Explorers’ Playgroup and Par-
ent & Carers Toddler Group

Mrs Anna Swinburn
07792240804/01963 363228 St Nicholas  CofE School

Football Les Jales - 364563
Graham Parsons - 362072

House Prayer Group Nancy Mauger - 370535 Treetops, Whitechurch Lane,
Yenston

Line Dancing Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Loose Ends Liz Hlbrook - 363193
Dave Rabone - 362892 Village Hall

Parish Council Rachel Walker (Clerk) -
370388 Village Hall

St Nicholas Church of England Primary School - Secretary Mrs Nicola Lomas - 362308

St Nicholas Singers Liz Holbrook - 363193
Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

Tae Kwon Do Robin Sleight - 07984 756501 Village Hall

Village Hall Bookings Bridget Hallett  - 362266 The Vicarage, Church Street

Women’s Fellowship Betty Schofield - 362465 Ring for details

Societies Clubs and Organisations
Henstridge
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