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Bell Ringers Each Tuesday 8.00 pm Church Tower
Brownies Each Monday 6.00 pm St Nicholas School
CAMEO 1st Wednesday each month 7.45 pm Village Hall
Drawing & Painting Ring Jeremy Sparks (33246) for details
Explorers Play Group Daily during term times
Line dancing Each Thursday 7.45 pm Village Hall
Loose Ends Each Friday 10.30 am Village Hall
Parents & Carers
Toddlers Group Daily during term times 1.30 pm St Nicholas School

RevellersCarnival Bingo 1st Friday in each month 7.30 pm Village Hall

St Nicholas Singers Ring Liz Holbrook (363193) for
details 8.00 pm St Nicholas Church

TaeKwonDo Each Tuesday

Women’s Fellowship Ring Betty Schofield (362465) for
details 2.00 pm Vicarage

Women’s Institute 3rd Tuesday in each month 7.30 pm School Hall

Normal arrangements for regular meetings in Henstridge
Always confirm with the contact listed on inside back cover that a meeting on a particular

date is taking place

Dates of Parish Council & Planning Committee meetings are displayed
on the Village Notice Board  or see www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

The information on the list of contacts is, hopefully, correct at the time of going to press.

If there are any inaccuracies, please inform:-

Gerald French - 363497

The assistance of Jenny Bates and Roy Schofield in compiling this issue
is gratefully acknowledged

Front Cover Picture

Children from St Nicholas
CofE Primary School per-
formed at the Loose Ends
Bazaar on 11th July
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Christian issues

Greetings: Some time ago I was asked for the definition of ‘authority’ with-
in the Church. Some say that for Roman Catholics it is the Pope; for Prot-
estants it is the Bible; for Church of England people it’s the Vicar before

last! In fact with the Church of England, and Anglicanism, authority has been seen in the threefold
core of Scripture, Tradition and Reason - with the pre-eminence given to Scripture. So, arguably, it
is Scripture - the Bible - that is the final touchstone of authority.

Well, that’s clear then, isn’t it? If we want to answer some question of belief, or morality we can
simply go to the Bible - and “bingo” there’s the answer! Wouldn’t it be nice if it were that simple?
Sadly, it isn’t.. Is it right to have and threaten to use nuclear weapons? You will look in the Bible in
vain for an answer. You will equally be frustrated if you look to see if smoking is okay for Chris-
tians.

As we read and reflect on the Scripture there are certain things that are clear and unambiguous -
and these form the core of Biblical belief: There is only one God who is the Creator of all that is; in
the Lord Jesus Christ, God became a human being and by his death did what was necessary to rec-
oncile the world to God, and to break the power of evil; on the third day he was raised to life and
the power of the God’s new age broke into the present….

But there are others issues where Christians in good faith - and each seeking to be Biblical in their
faith - come to different answers. Some think it’s okay to baptize children - others think you should
only baptize those old enough to answer for themselves. Can women hold positions of leadership
within the Church? Sometimes the Bible says something that is quite ‘black and white’ - but then
you have to ask about the situation into which it is speaking - for instance in some of the things it
says about slavery. Other times although it does not address an issue directly, we can draw fairly
firm principles from the Bible to guide us in making decisions about issues that face us today. Some-
times we have to use our best judgement in the light of the overall teaching of Scripture - and we
might come to different answers.

A Christian writer some years ago suggested that there is a ‘circle’ within which you can hold
views, beliefs that are biblical - but there is a boundary beyond which you have left biblical historic
Christianity. It seems to me that all this is at play within the Anglican Communion at the moment.
It seems to me that, however passionately we may hold certain views, we are not our brother or
sister’s judges. As Christians we are subject to the authority of Christ - who called us to love each
other as he loved us - and he laid down his life for us.

......well I never - if I listen very carefully, I can hear the
noise of the Lambeth Conference discussing the issue of
women bishops!

The loneliness of the elderly
Hundreds of thousands of old people in the UK
can go for weeks without speaking to family or
even neighbours. According to research by
Help the Aged, about 300,000 do not see their
families for up to a month at a time. 200,000
hardly ever leave their homes, because they
cannot get out easily. More than 730,000 older
people are not able to leave their homes more
than once a week.
The situation is worse for elderly women, who
seem to feel the solitude more than men do.
Elderley people are in the highest risk group
for suicide, being twice as likely to kill them-
selves as young people.
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Ann Frost reports
We had nine very kind offers from people prepared to open their gardens on the week-end of the
12th & 13th of July 2008.   Again this event attracted people from all over the country, and was
much appreciated.

Nearly all of the people visiting the gardens came from outside the village, some from as far as
Doncaster! (albeit on holiday in Wincanton), and others that admitted they had never stopped to
look at Henstridge, despite only living a few miles away.

But where were all the people who actually live in Henstridge? This multiple garden event only oc-
curs on a 3 year cycle, and there are those who say that nothing ever happens in Henstridge – but
when there is an event like this it seems to get ignored.

Although the Saturday proved to be a bit of a disaster, thankfully the weather was kind and much
improved on the Sunday.  I am therefore delighted to be able to tell you that the provisional ac-
count shows that because of the real hard work of the people who prepared and opened their gar-
dens, we managed to raise £834.20p which we presented to St Margaret’s Hospice on 15th of July.

We would thank St Nicholas School for allowing us to park cars on their sports field, the WI and
Cameo committees for providing the refreshments and the village hall committee for the loan of
their cups and saucers, and a special thank you to Anne & Chris Harris for bringing the inflatables.

Above all, of course, we need to offer a big thank you to the people who opened their gardens and
made this event possible and everyone else who took part for what was a stupendous effort. You
did the village proud.

Postscript from St Margaret’s Hospice

St Margaret’s Hospice would like to thank Ann and Cliff Frost and all those who took part in the
Henstridge Open Garden Event to raise funds for the hospice. The grand total of £834.20 has
been raised through the generosity and support of all those who worked so hard to make this
event a success. Special thanks also go to all the people who visited the gardens over the week-
end.

THE WELL BEAN PROJECT
By Dave Rabone

The ‘Well Bean Project’ has been set up at the
Balsam Centre in Wincanton to encourage peo-
ple to grow their own fruit and vegetables. Visi-
tors to our ‘Loose Ends’ café on Friday mornings
will have met the Well Bean team several times
in the last three months as they tour the local
villages giving advice. The team of Debbie and
Tim also have one of the allotments in Hen-
stridge, off Furge Lane. If you would like to meet
the team, you are welcome to visit them at their
allotment on Fridays in August (except on the 8th

August), between 10am and 2 pm or give them a
ring on 01963 31842.

Brook Lane

The Village Open Gardens 2008
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NEWS FROM THE LIONS DEN
Welcome to the latest news bulletin from the

BLACKMORE VALE LIONS CLUB.
My first as Club President.

· We have been very busy since the last news report.
· Our annual Swimarathon raised over £6000 for various charities.
· We presented Julia’s House with a cheque for £2000. A well deserving cause.
· Our collection of discarded spectacles for the Third World reached 1650 glasses which

helped our region’s Lion Clubs to forward a staggering  89000 glasses this year !!
· We helped Dorset Gardens Trust with the control of traffic at Thornhill House Open

day.
· Ten members and wives from our twin Club, Tiergarten Hanover, were able to visit us in

May for three days. A number of activities were organised including a very full day in
· Bristol. We intend to make a return visit to Germany next year.
· Our 29th anniversary was celebrated with a Charter lunch held at the Gartell Railway in

June.
· We organised our annual rally of Lions Clubs held over a weekend in June at East Stour.
· Our Golf Fun Day was such a success last year that it will be repeated on Sunday Octo-

ber 5th, so, golfers please put this in your diary and call me for details.
· We are still looking to increase our membership and as I have said before

it’s not all work. We have a lot of fun and one of the two monthly meetings
is a dinner meeting.

· We also hold club social events.
.
The monies raised from our activities will continue to help us supporting local good causes and
individual needy people - that is why our motto is WE SERVE.
For any information please contact your Lion President

Peter Oswick on 01963 363281
Web site : www.bvlions.co.uk

© P Craufurd
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Dave’s Diary
The last few months have been a busy time in the
life of the village. The Church PCC, the Parish
Council and the Village Hall have all had their
annual general meetings. All were friendly, well
run affairs.

The most notable village event has been the
retirement of Ann Frost as chairman of CAMEO
after many, many years in the post. As I write this,
Ann and husband Cliff are busy next door prepar-
ing for the annual CAMEO garden party, with a
constant stream of volunteers coming and going
with bits and pieces. I hope the weather stays fine
for them all.

Ros Browning has taken over the running of
CAMEO. She also runs the Line Dancing
group that meets in the village hall on Thurs-
day evenings during school term times. My
occasional visits there have seen the group
grow in size from about 12 to 24 people in
the last 18 months, so that is becoming
increasingly popular.

Like many other males, I was pleased to be
invited to the talk on the Mary Rose, hosted
by the WI in the school hall. There was a
good audience (34 people I think) who en-
joyed a short and informative presentation
followed by a cake eating competition (well,
that is what I thought it was and delicious
they were too! Thanks for the invite).

Another delightful culinary affair was the garden party held by the Women’s Fellowship at Cherry
Bolberry farm. News of my cake eating prowess must have preceded me because the cakes were all

hidden away soon after I got there and my pen-
ance was to help judge the decorated hat compe-
tition. Nothing edible there but magnificent
millinery skills were on display.

Regular users of the A30 may have noticed a
Community Bus in the Virginia Ash car park on
an occasional basis. It contains activities for teen-
agers, like a café, a TV and computer and ramps
which are put up in the car park for BMX type
bicycles. I have seen adverts for the visits of the
bus in the village shop/post office so keep your
eyes open if you are interested over the summer
holidays.

A “speechless” Ann Frost receives a lovely bouquet of
flowers from Ros Browning and the CAMEO group to
mark the end of her era in the CAMEO chair.

The crowd building up in the school hall for the WI talk
on the ‘Mary Rose’.

Mad-hatters at the Women’s Fellowship
Garden Party
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DRAWING AND PAINTING
By Cherry Shephard and Mel Brain

The Drawing and Painting group continues to meet at the Village Hall on
Monday mornings from 10 a.m. until Noon and sessions normally run
during local school term times.  Next term will start on 29th September.

 A successful exhibition was held at the Black Swan Gallery in Frome earlier in the year and another
one is planned for next spring.

Anyone interested in joining this group should contact Jenny Sparkes at Wincanton Adult Learning
on 01963 33246.  All abilities are welcome.  Come and visit us one Monday morning!

YENSTON GALA
The Yenston Gala was held on Saturday 12th July at
Home Farm. The weather was dodgy, but rain held off
allowing the event to run it is full course. Cream teas
were served in the garden where stalls such as Slap the
Rat and Hoopla offered entertainment and an excuse
to circulate and chat. So many prizes had been donat-
ed to the raffle that it is unlikely that any ticket holder
failed to be awarded at least one! Thanks are particu-
larly due to Fiona and Will Eadon for once again invit-
ing the Gala to be held in their garden.

The event raised a total of £334.00 which will be
donated to Macmillan Cancer Support and Traidcraft.

This is an early announcement to let you know that the Henstridge
Village Arts and Crafts Show will again be held next year.   The date is
not yet fixed, but will probably be during April.  We hope to be able to
give full details in the next issue of Wots On.
The show is open to everyone in the village to show off their skills.  It
is not a competition, but an opportunity for you all to show the rest of
the world what you can do, and what interests you.  It is also a chance

to pass on your enthusiasm to others and perhaps to give them a new interest or hobby.

This event is only held every three years and will be the 9th to be held and has always proved to be
very popular in past years - so please get working – show us what you can do.

We had over 90 exhibitors last time in 2006, so lets see if we can better that.

TODDLERS GYM
Sue Milligan reports that sadly the Toddlers Gym closed at the end of this school year.  This was
due mainly to lack of numbers – for example, mothers are now finding it necessary to return to
work earlier – and also to the retirement of the coach.
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HENSTRIDGE CRICKET FEST

AND VILLAGE FUN DAY

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY
11 am  until MIDNIGHT, AUGUST 25th

HENSTRIDGE VILLAGE HALL
AND RECREATION GROUND

SIX-A –SIDE CRICKET TOURNAMENT
FEATURING 6 LOCAL TEAMS

STALLS, AMUSEMENTS, SILENT AUCTION, TEAS
TUG-OF WAR,  SKITTLES,  MUSIC

CHILDREN’S DISCO …….AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!

ALL DAY BAR and BAR-B-Q
REAL ALES AND CIDERS

EVENING ENTERTAINMENT
From 6pm

TWO BANDS
“OPIUM”     and     “DUDLOW JOE”

Also featuring THERESA DE ROBERTO
(Recently seen and heard on TV)

The day is in aid of Henstridge Cricket Club,
the fund for the new changing rooms,

and Henstridge Village Hall.
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EMERGENCY AID
24 hour help at the touch of a button
Worrying about being alone, or being able to get medical help or at risk of burglary or intimidation
could be a thing of the past for elderly or vulnerable residents, thanks to the Careline service offered
by South Somerset District Council.

Residents in need of peace of mind can be assured that they can be in direct contact with someone
who will be able to help within seconds of pushing a button.

The Careline service provides an emergency alarm pendant that can be worn at all times, which links
to a control centre where Emergency Control Centre staff are on hand to answer calls 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year.

Pressing the alarm button puts the user straight into contact with the staff who could call a doctor
if the resident was feeling unwell, or an ambulance if needed, or call the police if the person felt
intimidated or in danger.

Not only an emergency response system, the Careline can help with day to day care and allows users
to know that they are never alone.

Fiona Johnson, Senior Housing Support Officer at South Somerset District Council says, “At the
moment many people in South Somerset are taking advantage of the service, from those who are
elderly to people with disabilities and those who are considered as at risk by their loved ones. We
have certainly found that friends and family also feel reassured with the knowledge that we are here
to help their loved ones if they ever needed it.”

The installation of the alarm system costs £29.50 but is free to those who are on income support.
 In addition weekly charges are £3.35 for hire/monitoring or if you decide to purchase a unit, £1.80
per week monitoring and a purchase price of £115.

To find out more on how Careline can help, contact 01935 479815 or visit
www.southsomerset.gov.uk

A similar system is operated by AGE CONCERN in some areas of the country. Contact details and
other information about Age Concern can be found on the rear cover of this magazine. It would also
be sensible for all who need a “Care Line” to have a “message in a bottle” bottle” to ensure that their
medication details are available to the emergency services.  Details of this have been given in previous
issues of Wot’s On. The bottle kit, which is supplied by the Blackmore Lions, and full information
can be obtained FREE from Mrs Ann Frost (tel 363340)

BOWDEN BEES
Jane Jeanes is glad to report the boss is back and working hard with us again at Bowden
Farm.  It’s a shame the weather is not doing its bit.   They have taken off some early
rape honey and were at Loose Ends summer party on 11th July at the Village Hall.  She
reports that they always have candles and polish available, and sometimes honey fudge.

GALINGALE
Sue and Steven Place have started their usual summer vegetable stall from their new barn, which is
by the old railway line footpath off Marsh Lane. They are open Saturday mornings, 10 - 12 am and
hope to have coffee and cakes on offer as well. No cars please as Marsh Lane has no parking space
nearby.
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DOG FOULING
One of the issues raised at the Annual Parish Meeting this year was the problem of dog
fouling. It is unfortunate that it would appear that a small minority of dog owners are let-
ting the side down by acting irresponsibly for as well as being anti-social, the health haz-
ards associated with dog faeces are well known.

The Parish Council have discussed this problem with the dog warden and as the
owners of the Recreation ground we are happy for fixed penalty notices to be is-
sued for fouling of the recreation ground. While we are aware that dog foul-
ing is notoriously difficult to police, we have also been advised that the dog
warden is happy to send out warning letters from anonymous information
and we would strongly encourage those of you who are responsible pet own-
ers to be vigilant and support us by providing the Parish Clerk  with any infor-
mation that you may have which may help us, and the dog warden, to reduce this problem.

For all the current Parish Council news, pick up one of our news-
letters in the Late Stop Shop, the Bird in Hand, the India Cot-
tage or the Village Hall, or visit us online at
www.henstridgeparishcouncil.org.uk

(Editors Note:- The Parish Council publish their Newsletter quarterly, whereas Wot’s On is now published
three times a year. This means that it is no longer possible to circulate the Parish Council Newsletter door-
to-door with Wot’s On)

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING�

The Annual meeting for the Parish of Henstridge was held on Monday 19th May

Although attendance was lower than in previous years with only 15 members of the public, it was a
positive evening that allowed people to come together and celebrate activities that are going on
and to discuss matters which affect the Parish, and those present heard reports from the Parish
Council, PCC, St Nicholas Singers, Cricket Club, Football Club, Sports Club, Village Hall Manage-

ment Committee, Loose Ends, Women's Fellowship, Brownies, WI, Cam-
eo Club, St Nicholas Primary School, HALT and the Blackmore Vale
Lions. We also heard information about the forthcoming open gardens
on the 12th and 13th July.

As well as the reports, there is also an open forum session in which com-
ments on Village issues can be put forward. This years issues were a re-
quest for more trees within the village and concerns over the problems
of dog fouling, particularly in the recreation ground.

Noah opened up the ark and let all the animals out, telling them to "Go forth
and multiply!" He began to close the great doors of the ark when he noticed
that there were two snakes still sitting in a dark corner. Concerned, he said
to them: "Didn't you hear me? You can go now. Go forth and multiply."

"We can't," said the snakes sadly. "We're adders."



- 9 -

News from Explorers Pre-School
We have come to the end of another very busy term at Explor-
ers.  We have had visits from Mike Toop, our Community Fire
Safety Officer, and Fiona Wilson, our local Community Police-
woman, as part of our safety topic, and from Tim and Debbie
from the Well Bean Project.  We were lucky to secure a grant
from South Somerset District council to run a project called
“Grow it, Cook it, Eat it”, which is ongoing and involves the
children learning more about health and well being.  The chil-
dren have been planting vegetable plants and seeds in our new-
ly established vegetable garden.  Tim and Debbie also helped
with the planting and we have been able to run two cookery
sessions, with the parents and carers, to talk about and cook
some healthy snacks with the children.

We have also had a new shelter installed so that, whatever the
weather, the children can play outside.  This was funded again
by the District Council and William Wallace.

We are now looking forward to our trip to Abbotsbury
Children’s farm and our end of term Teddy Bears Picnic, where

we will be
saying goodbye to those children starting
school in September.

I would like to thank all the parents and carers
and also the staff of St Nicholas Primary School
for their help and support over the last school
year.

Explorers is open during term times from Mon-
day to Friday from 9.00am to 12.00pm.

For more details or to arrange a visit, please
telephone Mrs Anna Swinburn (Supervisor) on
0779 2224 0804 or 01963 363228.

REVELLERS CARNIVAL BINGO

The Club desperately needs more help to build their float this year, in order that it will be a great
success.  This float will join carnivals in towns around the area including Gillingham and Shaftsbury,
which take place in September.  Profits from the Revellers Carnival Bingo, which meets once a
month in the village hall, go to charity and profits from the float will go to the charity chosen by the
various towns holding the Carnivals.   If anyone in the village has a few hours to spare, either dur-
ing the day, or in the evenings, please contact Sue Aldridge on 362046. She will be delighted to
hear from you

Preparing wholemeal vegetable
pizzas and fruit kebabs with
parents and carers

Planting vegetables with Tim from the
Well Bean Project
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PCSO Fiona Wilson
Police community support officers (PCSOs) are uni-
formed staff whose role is to support the work of police
officers and work within their local community. Their
role is to assist the police in areas that need a certain
level of police presence, but not necessarily the exper-
tise of a trained police officer. They free up some of the
time police officers might spend on routine tasks or
low-level crime issues, and provide a valuable service to
the community.

The PCSO whose operations area includes Henstridge
is Fiona Wilson, who may be contacted via email at
fiona.wilson@avonandsomerset.police.uk  or by phone on
08454567000 from where a message will be sent to her
via email or she will be contacted on her radio if neces-
sary.

Members of the Parish Council have her works mobile to contact her or leave a message for her to
get back to them.

Sports Club
The Henstridge sports club was formed earlier this year with the sole aim of encouraging all sports
in the village and improving the facilities.

The initial committee consists of members from the Football, Cricket and Tae Kwon Do clubs. As
mentioned in the March issue, the first project is to put forward plans for new stand-alone chang-
ing facilities on the site of the former youth club adjacent to the village hall.

The plans have been drawn up and we have been invited to attend the next Parish Council meeting
in order to make a presentation and answer questions raised regarding the project. There are cov-
enants over the land which state that no development is allowed without permission of the Inwood
Estate. The good news is that the Estate is happy in principle, subject to seeing and approving our
plans and receiving confirmation that the use remains purely as changing rooms for the sports field.

We have already raised a significant amount of money via sponsorships and fund raising events. If
you are interested in joining the club or wish to help in any way please let me know on 362157

Steve Penny
Chairman

LOOSE ENDS
By David Rabone

Our Friday morning coffee group seems to be increasingly popular, with many
people now meeting their friends there from outside the village.  Also, we have
monthly visits of the pre-school toy library and the Well Bean Project from the Balsam Centre in
Wincanton.

We held our first SUMMER BAZAAR on July 11th, to co-incide with the Open Gardens weekend
and the concert planned in the Church.

In the Autumn, we are planning a coach trip to a place of local interest. If you are interested in join-
ing in, please come along to the village hall lounge on a Friday morning, between 10.30am and noon
and let us know your preference for where and when we should go.
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Table Top Games
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Come for an afternoon of fun and friendship in the Lounge at the Village Hall on the
third Wednesday each month

2.00pm to 4.00pm

 All kinds of table top games –

cards, chess, draughts, scrabble, trivial pursuits, mah-
jong, etc - even tiddly winks!  Perhaps even “friendly”

bridge.

Ring for more information -  Roy and Betty Schofield – 362465

Community Activity Bus

The South Somerset Community Activity Bus
parked in the Virginia Ash Car Park on three
occasions over the Easter period. It is hoped
that it will return again during the summer. The
bus provides a a café for young people with
computer and TV facilities, a base for cycle
jumps and a number of other activities.

Five tomatoes a day helps
keep the sunburn away

Eating five tomatoes a day can help prevent
sunburn and even premature ageing. It seems to
provide a 'sunscreen factor' of 1.3 for your skin.
Although of course it is still vital to use sun-
screens, shade and protective clothing, tomatoes
do seem to improve the skin's ability to protect
itself against ultraviolet light.
Experts at Manchester and Newcastle universi-
ties also found that tomatoes can boost the
skin's procollagen levels, a molecule which gives
skin its structure and elasticity.

August weather
Whether the weather be hot,
or whether the weather be not,
we'll weather the weather, whatever the weather,
Whether we like it or not! anon
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HEAVENLY SPHERES

“What is incomprehensible about the Universe is that it is comprehensible.”
(Albert Einstein, 1879 - 1955)

If you recall the address to the congregation last Easter Sunday you will, no doubt, also recall a feeling
of wonder and awe at the unfolding picture of the Universe in which we live. You may, at the same
time, wonder how anyone can know that beyond our Earth lie all the planets, stars, galaxies and other
objects of which we are told, when all we can see when we look up at the sky are a Sun, a Moon and
an uncountable number of pinpoints of light called “the Stars”/.

It is the pursuit of such knowledge that forms the study of Astronomy. Astronomy can be as simple
as simple can be; or it can be very complex as it breaks down into its various branches that can be
studied at greater and greater depth.

Early man observed the heavens with the naked eye. He saw that most of the things he could see
followed set patterns in space, or time, or both. He gave names to the apparently unmoving shapes
made by the stars, usually after characters from his myths and stories. Now in the 21st century we
have the work of countless observers and theorists to guide us through the complexities of the
cosmic story. Many are well known: Einstein, Hubble, Hawking. Many more are know only by the
enthusiastic amateur or the professional - but at some level all are accessible to all of us.

If you, or someone you know would like to help form a local society, or association, to study and
discuss this intriguing subject please contact: Jeremy Parker; tel: 01963 363625; email:
jeremy.parker@tesco.net

It doesn’t matter how much or little you know - finding out is great fun and very stimulating. Above
all, you will be among others of like mind and part of a worldwide community, all of whom are
anxious to share their enthusiasm.

Church Windows
Following the recent vandalism,
the Church windows have
been beautifully restored by
John Baker Stained Glass Lt  at
a cost of  £15,336. All but
£350 of this was financed by
the insurance, and the Parish
Church Council is indebted to
the Parish Council who paid
the excess.
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Village Hall Update
July 2008

Summer report on the Village Hall (well it should be summer, perhaps by the time you read this
the rain might have stopped, the sun may have come out and I would have won the lottery).

 The repairs to the hall have now been completed and all is now well.

We have put the wheels in motion regarding the large range cooker that was requested by some
members of the community and also for the new water heater we hope to get.

The Village Hall AGM has taken place, but we had no villagers volunteering to become new com-
mittee members. So once again I am asking for volunteers for the committee and from anybody
who could help us with fund raising.

Hugo Barton, Wendy Strickland and Louise Empson have stepped down as trustees although Lou-
ise will still attend meetings and will remain active to the committee.

I will take this opportunity on behalf of Sam, myself and the rest of the committee to thank Hugo
for all the years he has been involved with the village hall and all the help and time he gave so will-
ingly.

The committee members now are:

Sam Healy  Chair
Malcolm Stobart       Deputy Chair and Parish Council Rep
Anne Frost  Treasurer
Lesley Best  Secretary
Liz Holbrook  Trustee and Parish Church Council Rep
Ruth Moody            Trustee
Jean Oswick  Trustee and Parish Council Rep
Les Jales  Trustee and Football Club Rep
Jeremy Swinburn  Trustee and Cricket Club Rep
Louise Empson  Volunteer and Hall Cleaner
Flo Cornish  Trustee and Booking Clerk

I was asked recently what happened to the film nights.  Unfortunately unless we get more people
promising to attend we would lose too much money.

As you are all probably aware there is no Jesters Jostle this year, but the Cricket Club are having a
Fun Day on Monday 28th August, which is the Bank Holiday and we hope to have a silent auction
in aid of the Village Hall. If anybody has anything to donate or pledge please get in touch
with Jean Oswick on 01963 363281 or myself on 01963 364749 and please come along and
have a great day and support the Cricket Team and any other groups and organisations and the
Village.

For all hall bookings please call Flo Cornish on 01963 362543.  For all other enquiries please call
Sam on 01963 362486.

Lesley Best
Secretary
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The pupils and staff of St Nicholas Church of
England Primary School are celebrating after a
very successful term. Following an extremely
positive Ofsted inspection and a good Church
School’s Inspection (SIAS) there is much to cele-
brate.

Staff, Governors, Parents and Children have all pulled together over the last two years to make this
small village school a huge success. “Good teaching and learning contribute successfully to pupil’s positive
attitudes to school” – Ofsted 2008

Over the past two years the school has worked hard to develop a new hands-on curriculum that
allows the children to learn through first hand experiences and takes account of the children’s
different learning styles.

“The effective use of first-hand resources allows pupils to enjoy learning and make good progress.” Ofsted
2008

The benefits of attending a small village school were identified through both inspections where the
close relationships children have with each other and with the adults in school were highlighted as a
strength of St Nicholas Church of England Primary School.

“Pupils thoroughly enjoy school and there are strengths in the way older pupils support younger ones.” Ofsted
2008

The developments around the school show how much work has taken place with the parents and
children developing the Learning Garden over the past two years. This area now contains a large
pond, picnic/study area, vegetable garden and outdoor dens that the children have constructed
themselves. Other projects have included the wider community being involved through supporting
the school with an amazing total of £1000 being raised at a race night, and a further £650 being raised
through sponsorship when the children did their annual sponsored walk. This money has been used
to buy the “marquee” style windows for the outside classroom allowing the children to use the area
come rain or shine.

Graeme Wilson, Headteacher, comments:

I am thrilled with the progress
the children are making and
thank the staff for all they
have done. They have turned
the ordinary, extra ordinary. It
is wonderful to see this hard
work being recognised in the
inspection reports. The sup-
port of the parents has been
overwhelming with not one
negative comment made to
the inspectors on the high per-
centage return of question-
naires.

The school has recently intro-
duced hot meals that have prov-
en to be very popular. This is just
another element of how well the
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school meets the needs of its children. The church inspector noted:“Children at St Nicholas show a
delightful willingness to do well and to please others” – SIAS Report 2008

Success continues to come as the school celebrate the children who took their end of Key Stage 2
SATs achieved 100% Level 4 and above with 50% of the grades being Level 5. It is a fantastic
achievement that demonstrates just how hard everyone has worked this year. It is the icing on the
cake!

Our small village school is expanding with numbers for September being over subscribed, but local
families could still get in on appeal.  If you would like to look round the school or receive a copy of
the school prospectus please phone the school on 01963 362308 or visit
www.henstridge.somerset.sch.uk

School Report contd

FREE BUS SERVICES / DISABLED SERVICES
By Dave Rabone

Most people know that they qualify for free bus travel when they reach the age of 60
or if they are disabled. However, many older people with disabilities find it difficult to get to a bus
stop and to get on a bus. For these people, there is now a scheme called ‘Community Accessible
Transport’, or CAT for short. This is a free bus that can offer a ‘door to door’ service. To join this
scheme, I am told you must have a free bus pass and make a one-off payment of £2. After that, travel
is free.

There are also Social Car Schemes operating in the area to assist with medical appointments and the
like. Normally, there is a charge for this service.

Andy Chilton has all the details on the above and he is available 9.30 am to 12.30, Monday to Friday
on 01963 333864.

Somerset County Council now have a regular internet newsletter for the disabled, called LIVEWIRE.
To receive your free copy, ring Carla on 01278 451738 and give her your e-mail address.

ST. NICHOLAS SINGERS
By the time this gets printed, our family concert will have taken place.   The Singers will start meet-
ing again in September (date to be decided) and would welcome anyone who would like to join
them to sing a wide variety of music.   All voices would be welcome.  Contact either Liz Holbrook
(363193) or Jane Jeanes (370769)

St Nicholas Bell Ringers
Bell ringing is a team activity that stimulates the brain and helps keep you fit  ... it also makes a glorious
sound!  Many consider ringing to be their contribution to church life; others do it for the pure
pleasure and the company it brings.

We are fortunate to have a really fine set of bells in our church in Henstridge, some of them dating
back to the early 1600’s. Over the past year, our band of experienced campanologists has been joined
by several new ringers, who have made good progress.  Our practice sessions are held on Tuesday
evenings and we will provide training for beginners.

Anyone can learn to ring, from ten to those in their eighties.  So why don’t you give our Bell captain,
Ellen Edwards, a call on 01963 362282 and join us to keep this ancient and fascinating art alive in
Henstridge..
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WESSEX
By David Rabone

Henstridge lies in the old Saxon province of Wessex, land of the Western Saxons. Some of the early
local Saxon kings are reputedly buried at Wimborne Minster. Wimborne is about 30 miles south east
of us, down the River Stour, so the Minster was probably a local capital of Wessex in its early days,
possibly a major staging post in the export of English wool. Later, when the Saxon provinces started
to work together, Winchester had become the capital by the time of King Alfred the Great, who
unified the Saxons against the invading Vikings.

My encyclopaedia lists Egbert as the first Saxon King of England. He had the misfortune to be on the
throne when the Vikings started their second attempt to take over England in the early ninth century.
Local legend has it that Egbert rallied his troops at ‘Egbert’s Stone’ which still exists in
Bourton, 6 miles north of Hen- stridge. The stone is also known as
‘Three Counties Stone’ as it marks the spot where the bounda-
ries of Somerset, Dorset and Wiltshire meet.

By the year 871AD, Alfred the Great was on the throne. At
school, we were taught that he was famous for burning his
cakes. They forgot to tell us that he was in deep trouble at
the time. His army had been routed, by the Vikings, from its
winter quarters near Chippen- ham and he and the remnants of his
force had to spend the Winter hiding on the Somerset Levels, proba-
bly close to the River Parrett  (shades of The King Arthur mythology there). Alfred
managed to re-group his forces and force the Vikings back to the other side of the Thames. Later,
he founded the Abbey in Shaftesbury for his sister. Sounds like she was frightened that she would be
married off to a Viking prince! The site of the Abbey is still preserved in Shaftesbury and is well worth
a visit. It is just off the town centre and there is a lovely view down over Gold Hill and up over Spread
Eagle hill from Park Walk.

My book tells me that, of the later Saxon kings, Edred died at Frome in 955 and Edward the Martyr
died at Corfe Castle in 978. I found further information on the Saxons  in the BBC’s books, ‘This
Sceptred Isle,’ written by Christopher Lee for the Radio 4 series

LOCK UP YOUR DAUGHTERS!
More Vikings in the next issue of WOTS ON, I hope!

LINE DANCING

Line dancing is due to finish for the summer at the end of July and will
begin again on 4th September.  After consisting of just 8 ladies for some
years, there has been a surge of interest and Ros informs us that they
are now near capacity with 24 women, though new members are very
welcome.  For details see Ros Browning or ring her on 363016

You love me

O flame of the Holy Spirit, you pierce the very substance of my soul and cauterise it with your
heat. You love me so much, that you have put into my heart the hope and the knowledge of
eternal life....you have chosen to come to me, and my love burns with such passion that I know
you hear my every prayer. I pray what you want me to pray; I desire what you want me to desire;
I do what you want me to do. You have freed me to be your slave.
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Firstly we are delighted to report that we had another wonderful evening on
Wednesday the 2nd July for the CAMEO Garden Party.  37 people attended who
seemed to enjoy themselves and thankfully despite the inclement weather earlier in

the day the rain held off until after the event.

The programme for the rest of this year continues with a varied menu including talks (some of which
are illustrated, about :-

Ø  The “Royal National Lifeboat Institute” on September 3rd an illustrated talk by Rebecca Connor.

Ø  An “Arctic Summer” on October 1st – an illustrated talk given by Pat McCann,

Ø  “SNAGGS” on November 5th – this is about a project run by the Dorset Youth Group to teach
games and sports in Sri Lanka,

Ø  And the Christmas Party on December 3rd.

Please note all the Meetings are at 7.45pm in the Village
Hall, and are open to anyone. Entry is only £1.00 and
refreshments are available for 20p, so Come And Meet
Each Other and have an evening with a difference away
from the box.

There was considerable sadness when Ann Frost an-
nounced that she would be retiring from the Chair of
Cameo. It has been her hard work and inspiration which
created Cameo and developed it into what it is today.
Thank you Ann.

Ros Browning has taken over the chair. She has a hard
act to follow, but will undoubtedly succeed.

The CAMEO club debate the rules whilst
awaiting the rest of the participants for their

BEETLE DRIVE in the Village Hall lounge

St Nicholas Church presents a

At St Nicholas Church, Henstridge

3 pm Sunday August 31st

Followed by Tea & Refreshments.

A visiting choir will be meeting in Henstridge during the last weekend in August. They will be
performing music by Tim Porter, Vaughan Williams and Rutland Boughton. Tim Porter will be

present to talk about his work.

DONATIONS WELCOME
Towards the costs of the repairs to the church roof and

 to the windows and their protective grills.



- 18 -

The Parish Council have been turned down by the County Council
in their application for a 20mph limit. However, as reported in our
last bulletin, in response to a Government directive the whole of the
Somerset road network speed limit is under review but their report
is not due until 2010 therefore we can only continue to make our
case as strongly as we can.

This is very disappointing as there is a marked increase in speed of late; also, more
large transport has been negotiating our narrow streets.
County Highways have however agreed to us having electronic speed signs as you
may have seen in Stalbridge. These will be installed periodically on a temporary
basis we hope to see the first installation soon.
County are shifting the emphasis on to the Police to do their job and be more
proactive, we are therefore following that route again.
Meanwhile the letters, phone calls and meetings continue.
For more information please contact your nearest committee member.
 Peter Oswick  363281 (peter.oswick@btinternet.com)
 Cliff Frost      363340
 Roy Schofield 362465
 Dennis Bell       362034
Parish Council liaison is with Paul Brighten  362602

Henstridge WI
Since our last article our members have been very busy with a variety of activities.
We hosted the Stavordale Group Social in March where approx 80 WI members
enjoyed 'Call my Bluff' to much amusement and an excellent buffet supper provided
by Henstridge members.
In May a very successful outing took place to Hampton Court and we were blessed with
beautiful weather. The coach was full and the praise fulsome!!
Our speakers have educated, amused and in the case of the talk on Climate Change gave
members much to question and debate. When we return in September, our programme will
include such diverse topics as a Life of an Undertaker to a Fashion Evening by Denners.
We are holding our annual Garden meeting in July and in August we are having a tour of
Morrisons (behind the scenes), followed by an Indian meal.
We have started a croquet section for the summer while scrabble is on hold and are enjoying
our regular skittles matches with other WI's.
Two dates to be noted in everyone’s diaries are October 5th when we are holding our
valuation and collectibles day. Anyone interested in having a stall, please contact Gill Holt
(363614) for more details. Then on Friday16th January 2009 we will be hosting another
NEW YEAR QUIZ and this time we will be providing a ploughman’s  supper. The
monies raised will be divided between the St. Nicholas Church and the Village Hall. Once
again Gill Holt will be taking bookings for tables etc.
New members are always welcome to join us in the School Hall on the 3rd Tuesday of each
month. Gill Holt (sec) would be pleased to talk to you if you need more information.
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HENSTRIDGE
BROWNIES
Henstridge Brownies have been working
towards their Healthy Hearts badge this
term. They have looked at model hearts,
listened to Brown Owl's heart with a stetho-
scope and made up games to encourage
activities.  They learned quite quickly that if
the rules of the game are not clear it is very
easy to cheat!   We have been out for walks
(noting overgrown path edges in places) and
went pond dipping at Cherry Bolberry Farm.
We have made the brass shine in St. Nicho-
las church and by the time you read this we shall have taken part in Captain Noah and his
Floating Zoo.
Any girl who is 7 or nearly 7 can join us.  In fact if we don't have some 7 year olds in fairly
soon, we are going to be very top heavy with lots of 9 year olds next term.   If you know a girl
who is interested, please get in touch with Jane Jeanes on 01963 370769.
2010 is the Centenary of the Guides and there are lots of things planned to show what the
modern young woman and girl does; but there are inevitably going to be lots of nostalgic
activities as well. It all starts in September 2009 and I am asking if anyone has any photos
or memorabilia that they would loan these to us.  Jane has some things that belonged to
Marlen Sherrin and Phylis Rowland who ran Guides and Brownies in Henstridge in the
1930's and some photos of her mother’s from North Dorset.  Also Joy and Nancy Mauger
have given her some rare items but there surely are lots of others in the village who might
have things tucked away.  Get looking in those lofts!!  Jane would like to start making a list
of women who have been involved with the Guide Movement so that they can be invited to
the celebrations. Please contact her if you would like to be on the list.  Somerset’s big project
is to rebuild the lodge at the county camp site in Wedmore to enable more people, especially
Brownies, to stay in this very beautiful part of Somerset.

Noah’s Animals!

Somerset Art Week – 13th to 28th

September
Persephone Warden is participating in Somerset Art Week by opening her
studio at The Retreat, High Street, Henstridge. She will be displaying a
varied selection of paintings and drawings’ in watercolour, acrylic, oil, pastel, encaustic waxes and
monoprints. Her style in this exhibition is generally loose/abstract/semi-abstract. Hopefully, the
works are challenging and thought-provocative.

Generally, the studio will be open daily from 11 am to 6 pm during the fortnight, with the exceptions
of Thursday 18th September, when it will close at 1.30 pm. and Tuesday 16th, Monday 22nd and
Thursday 25th when it will be closed all day.
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Quiet Corner
or the

Saga of the (E……) Tent
by Patricia Thompson

I won’t tell you what my husband called it! But WHAT a week! From 7-14 July all hinged on the tent
staying up. But the 9th dawned to celebrate my 7?th birthday, not in the tent as planned. It rained
and how it rained all day and we had to remove the side sheets to allow the elements to blow
through whilst the guests crowded into the barn.

But Friday 11th remained dry, for the Con………s drinks party when some 35 souls braved it out in
the tent with a backdrop of colourful scented phlox in the long border.

And so the weekend and Open Gardens. Saturday’s visitors were thin on the ground, but Sunday
was a beautiful warm day with a wonderful team of friends serving 92 cream teas. I have not seen
such activity here for many a day. Linda and Michael Sharvel-Martin surprised us with a visit, it was
lovely to see them again. I believe St Margaret’s Hospice will benefit from some £800 odd pounds
from the ten gardens open, which is a wonderful result.

The weekend was brought to a close with a hugely enjoyable family concert in the church, with
Michael Smith in splendid form, in the dual role of God and Captain Noah. Amy Baker delighted us
once again with her Irish Dancing, whilst Russel Shipley brought the evening to a conclusion with his
foot tapping performance of Trad Jazz

A huge thank you to Elizabeth Holbrook, the producer and to all the performers and to our
wonderfully enthusiastic audience who raised the sum of £284 for the church restoration fund.

Looking ahead, Apple Day will be celebrated at the farm again on Sunday 19th October, whilst St
Nicholas Day falls on Saturday 6th December this year, so what better date for the singers to host
their dinner and entertainment

HENSTRIDGE UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB

The 2007 – 2008 season finished on a high with the under 16’s team finishing 2nd in the league.
Unfortunately that team has now been disbanded and several of the players have progressed into
the Saturday side which, although it did not do too well in the league, went on to win the Premier
League Cup, again beating the favourites and league winners Westlands Sports.
The coming season will see us again competing in the Yeovil and District Premier League and cup
competitions. We will also be running a Sunday side in the Blackmore Vale League, which will be
managed by Derek Biddiscombe assisted by Paul (Chubby) Travers.
Any new players for either team will be most welcome.
Training should start soon and details can be seen on the Football Club Notice Board outside the
‘Bird in Hand’.
We had a successful Presentation Evening and the committee continues to thrive with several new
members.
Finally the committee would like to thank Dee Jales who after two years as Treasurer has stepped
down. They would like to thank her for all her work in dealing with the finances.
Les Jales
Chairman
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ORGANISATION CONTACT MEETING PLACE

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards - 362282 Church Tower

Bingo Mrs Sue Aldridge - 362046 Village Hall

Brownies Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

  CAMEO club Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Church Services Rev Peter Hallett - 362266 Church & Vicarage

Cricket Hugo Barton - 363193

Drawing & Painting Jeremy Sparkes - 33246 Village Hall

Explorers’ Playgroup and Par-
ent & Carers Toddler Group

Mrs Anna Swinburn
07792240804/01963 363228 St Nicholas  CofE School

Football Les Jales - 364563
Graham Parsons - 362072

House Prayer Group Nancy Mauger - 370535 Treetops, Whitechurch Lane,
Yenston

Women’s Fellowship Betty Schofield - 362465 Ring for details

Line Dancing Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Loose Ends Liz Hlbrook - 363193
Dave Rabone - 362892 Village Hall

Parish Council Rachel Walker (Clerk) -
370388 Village Hall

Tae Kwon Do Robin Sleight - 07984 756501 Village Hall

St Nicholas Church of England Primary School - Secretary Mrs Nicola Lomas - 362308

St Nicholas Singers Liz Holbrook - 363193
Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

Toddlers Gym Sue Milligan -
01935 412137 Village Hall

Village Hall Bookings Mrs F Cornish - 362543 46, Ash Walk

  Womens’ Institute Gill Holt - 363614 School Hall

Societies Clubs and Organisations
Henstridge
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