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Bell Ringers Each Tuesday 8.00 pm Church Tower
Brownies Each Monday 6 pm St Nicholas School
CAMEO 1st Wednesday each month 7.45 pm Village Hall
Drawing & Painting Ring Jeremy Sparks (33246) for details
Women’s Fellowship Ring Betty Schofield (362465) for details
Line dancing Each Thursday 7.45 pm Village Hall
Loose Ends Each Friday 10.30 am Village Hall
Parents & Carers
Toddlers Group Daily during term times 1.30 pm St Nicholas School

Explorers Play Group Daily during term times 9.00 am St Nicholas School
RevellersCarnival Bingo 1st Friday in each month 7.30 pm Village Hall
St Nicholas Singers Ring Liz Holbrook (363193) for details
TaeKwonDo Each Tuesday 6 pm Village Hall
Women’s Institute 3rd Tuesday in each month 7.30 pm School Hall
Toddlers’ Gym Wednesday Morning

in Term Times
9.30 am Village Hall

Normal arrangements for regular meetings in Henstridge
Always confirm with the contact listed on inside back cover that a meeting on a particular

date is taking place

Dates of Parish Council & Planning Committee meetings are displayed
on the Village Notice Board

The information on the list of contacts is, hopefully, correct at the time of going to press.

If there are any inaccuracies,please inform:-

David Rabone 8 Park Road Henstridge BA8 0QP - 01963 362892

Front cover picture

St Nicholas Church Tower
In its splints!
The work is now completed
and the galleon and clock
replaced
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Well, the Archbishop certainly seemed to have thrown the cat amongst
the pigeons with his reported comments about Sharia Law! As it

turns out, what he said was somewhat different from what was reported -
and much of the venom thrown in his direction is unjustified. Rowan

Williams was described by a number of folk as being a wise and gentle man - who was out to help.
He was terribly misrepresented and was quite shocked at the hostility he received.

In this, it seems to me, he is walking in the footsteps of his Master. For the Lord Jesus did no wrong.
He healed the sick, raised the dead, fed the hungry, welcomed the outcast - and called on folk to live
in love. His words deeds and actions ran counter to the political powers of his day - Jewish and
Roman. Hauled before a court on trumped up charges - he was executed as a terrorist on what we
now call Good Friday.

His followers went into hiding for fear that they too might be arrested and killed. Only the women
had the courage to stick their heads above the parapet. It was they who took Jesus’ body and buried
it in the tomb. It was they who went very early on the first day of the week, the first opportunity
they had to finish the burial rites. The menfolk stayed at home, out of sight!

The storm around Rowan Williams is likely to subside as other events grab the headlines - and as he
makes it clear to the church what he really meant. No doubt debate will continue, but it will soon
fade into the background.

Not so with Jesus and what was discovered on that Sunday morning about 2000 years ago!
The brave women got to the tomb to discover it was empty. Their first reaction
was to wonder who had stolen his body and why! But that was all changed
when they met Jesus alive and well. His body had been transformed
so that death could no longer touch it - death and the power of death
had been defeated. The resurrection - the future hope of the Jewish
people had begun with Jesus. God’s future - and the power of the
new age had burst into the present. Not to fade away - but to grow
and grow. Why? Because Jesus did not just revive for a few hours or
days - but is alive never more to die.

The promise of God’s New Creation was found to be not
just for Jews, but also for all people, for all time - up until
the New Age begins. It’s a promise and a hope we can all
taste now. How? By recognising what God has done in Jesus and, with doubting
Thomas, say, “My Lord and my God!”

Some words from the Rector

© P Craufurd
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FATHER CHRISTMAS CAME TO HENSTRIDGE

NEWS FROM
EXPLORERS

PRE-SCHOOL
There was great excitement
amongst the children as we
received a visit from Father
Christmas last December

in his helicopter, courtesy of R.N.A.S Yeovilton. The
children were able to give him their Christmas letters and
were lucky enough to see the helicopter close up and to sit in the "hot seat".

Early in February parents and carers joined us for the morning to prepare and cook Chaio-tze (Chinese
dumplings) with Mrs Cheryl Le Sueur as part of our Chinese New Year celebrations. This was a great
success and the dumplings were delicious!!

This half term we are looking forward to our Spring walk and to visiting the lambs at The Three
Gables. Thank you to Mrs Ann Simpson for inviting us.

We have also been awarded a Community Development Grant
by South Somerset District Council towards the running of a
Willow Workshop. As part of our ongoing development of
the garden and outside play area the children and their
parents and carers will be able to create a living willow dome
and tunnel that the children can play in.

For more information about Explorers Pre School or to
arrange a visit, please telephone Mrs Anna Swinburn
(Supervisor) 07792240804 or 01963 363228.

PARENT AND CARERS TODDLER GROUP
The group continues to meet every Monday afternoon during Term time between 1.30pm and
3.00pm in the Explorers Pre-school building at St Nicholas Primary School. Entrance is through
the school office.

WOT NO JOSTLE? By Bridget

The Jostle Team are all "Jostled-Out" and are taking a gap year!

So NO JOSTLE this year.

BUT I hear that others are planning a Celebration Day of some sort

possibly in September. More firm details next time.

We are sad to not be doing a Jostle but we have run out of energy, ideas
and people who will will help.
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NEWS FROM THE LIONS DEN

Welcome to the latest news bulletin from the
BLACKMORE VALE LIONS CLUB.

Health and Safety issues threatened to prevent us running the Xmas float
therefore we were delighted to be given the go ahead after our insurers

changed their minds.

We managed to raise just under £4000. Considering we missed one night due to bad weather and
we were short of helpers we all feel satisfied it was a good result.

All monies will go to local charities.

Although it’s early days we think we will need more support with the collections for Xmas 2008,
maybe local clubs could give us a hand?  Please give it some thought and perhaps get in touch.

We held our 16th annual half marathon on Sunday 3rd February. Over 600 runners took part
with some in the shorter Fun Run. Would you believe the record was broken on this very cold day
on a very hilly course, I do not know how these runners do it !!  Congratulations to them all !!

Our next event is the annual Swim marathon which is on Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th April.
Local Clubs have put teams in previously. Please note the date and call Lion organiser David Birt on
01258 472219 to get an entrance form.

Local pubs are currently raffling our giant chocolate Easter Eggs. Thanks go to Wayne at the Virgin-
ia Ash and Mark at the Bird in Hand, our local publicans. We have many eggs now on display in
pubs throughout the Vale.

We are still looking to increase our membership and as I have said before Its not all work. We
have a lot of fun and one of the two monthly meetings is a dinner meeting.

We also hold club social events.

The monies raised from our activities will continue to help us supporting local good causes and
individual needy people - that is why our motto is WE SERVE.

For any information please contact your local Lion Peter Oswick on 01963 363281

HENSTRIDGE AIRFIELD NEWS

Readers of the Blackmore Vale Magazine will already know that the Somerset & Dorset Air Ambu-
lance is to return to the airfield.  Timing is not yet known, but it will be here when their new ac-
commodation (subject to planning permission) is ready.

Our “fly in” events this year are shown on our website: www.henstridgeairfield.com and we are
hoping to be able to host the following events.

 March 23rd Wessex Strut Open Day
 June TBA  Shadow micro-light fly-in
 July 6th MG Car Club (SW) Auto/Aero day.
 August 23rd Vintage & Veteran Auto & Aero
      Open Day
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LIBRARY SERVICES
Those of a literary bent may be interested to know that there is a LIBRARY BUS which  comes to
Henstridge every three weeks, on a Tuesday.
The bus stops at:

Woodhayes 11.55am - 12.10pm
Furge Lane opposite White Oaks 12.15pm -12.25pm
Furge Lane 12.30pm -12.40pm
Summerlands, Blackmore Road 12.45pm-12.55pm
Primary School 1.00pm

Forthcoming dates are
11th March, 1st April, 22nd April, 13th May, 3rd June, 24th June, 15th July, 5th August etc.
STALBRIDGE LIBRARY has been through a period of uncertainty but I am told that it is still open.
LOOSE ENDS keeps a small selection of second hand books which can be viewed on Friday
mornings at the Village Hall, 10.30am ‘til noon.

CRICKET CLUB
2008 has seen a reorganisation of the club's officers: Mike Blair has stood down as chair, after a
long and very successful stint in the job and is to be followed by Hugo Barton. Mike will now be-
come our secretary. Our treasurer, Graham Fryer has also handed his task on to Will Eaden of
Yenston. Graham has done an excellent job for a very long time and all the members are grateful
to him for his efforts on their behalf: when he first took over the post,finances were minimal and
we struggled to make ends meet. Now the club is in a strong financial position and the credit must
go to Graham for his guidance and management. Paul Travers is to take over the captaincy of the
Saturday eleven, having long been vice-captain as well as leading run scorer! He will be ably assisted
by Jerry Swinburn. Graham Hipworth is taking over the captaincy of the Sunday eleven and we are
sure he will do a good job. Jeremy Pratt, who in large part is responsible for keeping the Recrea-
tion Ground in such magnificent condition, will, along with Mike Blair be fulfilling the duties of
groundsman. The club are exploring the possibility of purchasing sight screens and we hope to have
these in place as soon as we can: the standard of cricket played by the club makes these a necessi-
ty. We also are hoping to encourage more people within the club to attain coaching qualifications,
as we wish to further develop our youth cricket. This year, in the absence of a "Jostle" we hope to
run a 'six-a-side' tournament with possibly some evening entertainment at the Village Hall. We wish
all our members and supporters a happy and successful season.

LINE DANCING
The Line Dancing group has be-
come increasingly popular and

now has 19 members. This happy
band meets in the village hall on

Thursday nights at 7.45 pm during
term times. Ros Browning runs

the troupe and she can tell you all about it; telephone 363016 for details.
When I was there taking the photos, it did not look too strenuous. But I expect they all became ‘Tiller Girls’

after I had gone!
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Another New Year and the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan continue to
demonstrate to us on a daily basis the need for us to care for the soldiers,
sailors and airmen who are serving us and serving their country.

Furthermore, the lives of many of those who are returning from these thea-
tres of war, having sustained physical injury, emotional trauma or both may be altered forever..and
so too the lives of their families.

The Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association (SSAFA) Forces Help is committed to help-
ing and supporting those who serve in our Armed Forces, those who used to serve, reservists, Na-
tional Servicemen and the families of all these people.  We provide a reliable, caring and caring
service to more that 50,000 people each year

Our network of 7,000 volunteers provides practical and financial assistance, emotional support and
a wide range of services to ensure that SSAFA Forces Help makes a real difference whenever any-
body turns to us for help.

ll enquiries from those seeking help will be dealt with confidentially.  Volunteers may direct veter-
ans to other organisations, whilst offering low-level emotional support, such as a friendship visit
when the need for support is specialised.  There is also a great need for volunteer help – whether
that may be as a fully trained caseworker, treasurer or fund-raiser. Please think about helping SSA-
FA Forces Help – you will be welcomed!

The Somerset Branch of SSAFA Forces Help can be contacted on 01984 624564 or
homeshaw@btopenworld.com and our national website is at www.ssafa.org.uk

Drawing and Painting
By Cherry Shepherd & Mel  Brain
The Drawing and Painting group continues to meet at the Village Hall on
Monday mornings from 10am until noon and sessions normally run during
local school term times. Next term will start on April 7th .

The group will be exhibiting in the South Somerset Adult Learning
Exhibition at the Black Swan Gallery, in Frome, on April 21st. Last year there were over 500 entries,
and a large number of exhibits were sold. Please note that the gallery has a restaurant and a gift shop.

Anyone interested in joining this group should contact Jenny Sparkes at Wincanton Adult Learning
on 01963 33246. All abilities are welcome. Why not come and see us one Monday morning?

GAMES?
Would you be interested in a Games Afternoon

or Evening
in the Lounge at the Village Hall?

All kinds of table top games are possible - cards,
chess, draughts, Scrabble,

Trivial Pursuits, Mahjong, etc - even tiddly winks!
Perhaps Bridge would be possible.

If you are interested,
please talk to or ring Roy and Betty Schofield -

362465

YENSTON GALA
The Yenston Gala will be
held during the first two
weeks of July although the
precise date has yet to be
fixed. Full information wil
be posted in due course
on the Yenston Notice
Board - so keep a look out
for it!
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CLASSIC LOOSE ENDS
By David Rabone

As I drive my little electric scooter around the parish, I often spot
interesting old vehicles parked on the road or tucked away in odd
corners. I have rather lost touch with the local classic scene so I don’t
really know what local classic vehicle owners are likely to have planned
for the Easter period. However, if you
have an interesting vehicle and you are
not doing anything on Good Friday, we

would very much like to see you at the ‘Loose Ends’ café  at the village
hall, around 11 am, to talk about a possible run..

  CONFIRMATION
There will be a Confirmation Service in Bruton Parish Church on Satur-
day, May 10th this year. Confirmation is when a person who was baptized
as a young child re-makes their baptism promises for themselves - and
they are welcomed into the fellowship of the church by the Bishop. There
will be a course of preparation to help people think through the basic
teachings of Christianity. This can be helpful for people who have already
been confirmed, or people who just want to learn about Christianity as
well as those who are thinking about being confirmed.

No course has, as yet, been organised - it depends on how many people may be interested. If you
are interested, or would like to learn more, please contact me: Peter Hallett at the Vicarage,
Henstridge BA8 0QE; tel 362266; or, email on halatvic@btinternet.com

After five years of stalwart service, Nancy Mauger has retired from running our
local TRAIDCRAFT stall.  Nancy opened the stall for the first time in February
2003 and has been supplying Fair Trade products through the stall on a regular
basis.

Traidcraft was established in 1979 as a Christian response to poverty, and is the
UK’s leading fair trade organisation running development programmes in some of
the poorest countries in the world, and campaigning in the UK and internationally

to bring about trade justice.

A hearty vote of thanks is due to Nancy, for her initiative and enterprise in opening and servicing the
stall. She has worked tirelessly in promoting its products.

Liz Holbrook has stepped into the breach and will be donning the mantle. The stall will be open after
the 9.30am services in St Nicholas Church in Henstridge on the second Sunday of each month.
Everyone is welcome to take advantage of this opportunity to purchase Fair Trade products.
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… and the show goes on
Bell Ringing
Our gallant band of bell ringers have got going again and practice sessions have re-commenced on
Tuesday evenings. I am told that Ellen Edwards has now been christened “bella cap-
itano”. More volunteers are still very welcome. Ellen has all the details and she can
be contacted on 362282. Shirley Fowler says she hopes the church wardens will
install a lift in the tower so that she can get to see the bell room again!

Taekwondo
The Taekwondo  group continue to meet at the Village Hall on Tuesday
evenings at 6 pm. Robin Sleight, the instructor, can be contacted on his mobile 07984
756501.

Bingo
The Bingo sessions in the village hall are still very popular. They normally take place at 7.30pm on
the first Friday of the month. Please confirm details with Sue Aldridge on 362046.

Tower Appeal Report
Rev. Peter Hallett

It’s nice when we’ve been raising the funds to do the work on the Tower and elsewhere to see
something actually happen! The observant amongst you would have seen the scaffolding around the
Tower. You could hardly have missed the cabin in the church car park! and workman busily occupied
in and around the church.

The north-east pinnacle, which was the one in most need of attention, has a rod put down the middle
of it. many of the merlons (the battlement shaped stones) have been pinned. the lead on the tower
roof has been replaced. And lots of other restoration and maintenance work has been done around
the church.

At the time of writing this, the scaffolding is being dismantled and the works are substantially finished.
There are a few outstanding things to be do - the other pinnacles still need some restoration, for
instance.

Soon, all that will be left to do is pay for it! We are having to use monies from every account we
have to do this. Some of that money has been given for other
purposes. So as the gifts that have been pledged continue to come in
we will be able to repay the accounts we’ve raided.

Our next challenge is to find the funds needed to finance repairs to
the roof that have come to light more recently. We will be receiving
quotes to do this work over the next few weeks. The architect’s
estimate was over £30,000!

So many thanks, again, to all of you who are supporting the Tower
Appeal - without the gifts already received and those still coming in
we’d be in deep trouble!!

PUBLISHERS NOTE
 A bus station is where a bus
stops. A train station is where
a train stops. On my desk I

have a work station.
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LOOSE ENDS
By David Rabone & Roy Schofield

Our Friday morning group has been going really well in the
last few months. The Christmas party was well supported. Liz
Holbrook got us in the mood with a few carols and then the
boys and girls from the primary school came and gave us some
seasonal entertainment. Ellen Edwards provided an endless
supply of raffle prizes, I think everyone went home with
something! Numbers were further swelled by the monthly

visit from the Balsam Centre Toy Library, so a good
crowd to start the Christmas festivities.

Highlight of January was the joint birthday party for
Shirley Fowler and David Rabone. Thank you to Ann
Simpson for providing the lovely, large birthday cake
and to everyone who came to wish us well.

We meet every Friday morning in the village hall lounge
from 10.30 am ‘til noon and all are welcome to join us.
Forthcoming dates for the visit of the pre-school toy
library are 14th March, 11th April, 9th May, 13th June.

Kath and Bella enjoy the toy library

The school came to wish us Merry Christmas

HUNDREDS
By David Rabone

When the Romans left England in the fifth century AD, the Angles, Saxons and Jutes of northern
Germany took the opportunity to come to our island in relatively large numbers. In some areas,
they met stiff resistance from the locals, which may explain the mythology concerning King Arthur
and the Knights of the Round Table; I think they were possibly Celtic tribes fighting the Saxon
horde. The Arthurian legend suggests that the Celts retreated to the Somerset levels with strong-
holds in North Cornwall and South Wales; they may also have had a hilltop fort at Cadbury Castle,
near Sparkford, about 10 miles north west of Henstridge.

With Teutonic efficiency, our German forbears started to organise a new form of government
based on the ‘Hundred’ system. Nominally, each peasant family was allowed an area of land to live
on, known as a ‘Hide’. Administrative units were set up consisting of a ‘Hundred Hides’. I have seen
definitions of Hides varying from 8 acres for a single family up to 120 acres for ‘a family and its
dependents‘.(Other definitions can be found at www.visionofbritain.org.uk).

The ‘Hundred’ system seems to have coped until Tudor times, when a combination of a rising pop-
ulation and acquisitive landlords forced the colonial expansion led by Sir Walter Raleigh into the
New World across the Atlantic Ocean. English maps of the 18th Century often show the old
‘Hundreds’ as sub divisions of the larger counties/shires
and Kelly’s Directories still quoted the relevant
‘Hundred’ up to the second World War.

Henstridge is located in the Charlton Horethorne Hun-
dred, which is bounded by Newton Ferrers to the
north, Redlane to the east, Brownsel to the south,
Sherborne, and Stone to the west. I wonder if Germany
had the same system?
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THE FROST REPORT
 “The Village Open Gardens 2008”.

We have so far had ten very kind offers from people prepared to allow their gardens to be open for
the week-end of the 12th & 13th of July 2008, but we would appreciate offers of help for posters, car
parking, refreshments etc
This event has been a popular village social occasion in the past, and has attracted people from all
over the county, and has been much appreciated by all those taking part, as well as those visiting the
gardens.

This year we hope to raise lots of money for St Margaret’s Hospice - so come on you gardeners,
show us what you can do.

Anyone interested in opening their garden (whether big or small), or assisting with the event in any
way please contact Ann Frost on 01 963 363 340.

CAMEO
The programme for this year contains a varied menu including talks (some of

which are illustrated),
 Ø “Dorset Blue Vinney Cheese” on March 5th - a talk by the regis-

tered producer Mr. Davies.
Ø “Freewheelers” on April 2nd –a talk by Tim Light about a voluntary organisation that

uses motorcycle couriers to transport blood and organs quickly to wherever they are
needed

Ø The “Joybells Orphanage” on May 7th – this is an illustrated talk given by Jo Whitehead
about an orphanage and school foundation in Sikkim which has been awarded the ‘Jewel
of India Award 2003’.

Ø “Scientific Genius’s” on June 4th – a talk given by Steve Cobbin.
All the Meetings are at 7.45pm in the Village Hall, and are open to anyone.  Entry is only £1.00 and
refreshments are available for 20p, so why not Come And Meet Each Other and have an evening
with a difference away from the box.

FAMILY HISTORY GROUP
Members of the embryonic Henstridge Family History Group have recently attended fascinating lec-
tures at the Somerset and Dorset Family History Society Sherborne Research Centre, about how to
date photographs from the costumes worn by the subjects, dating details in the backgrounds of the
pictures, maps, and the sanitation in 17th century Taunton.

The one on 15th March is about “Health in 17th century Sherborne, and the Glove Cutting Industry”.
I must admit that I never realised that searching for ones roots would generate an interest in Social
History.
Anyone interested in joining this group please contact Cliff Frost on 01 963 363 340.

COMPETITION
In which year was the first Christmas card sent in Britain?
Please place your answer in the box in the Village Post Office, giving your name and contact number.
The person with the answer nearest to the year claimed by Michelle Higgs will receive a small prize.
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

We were very pleased to welcome two new members recently.  In January we were not able to have
the planned meditation but had a lovely afternoon of chat, prayer and singing.  The February meeting
found us astonished at what William & Rowena Wheeler of Chinese Church Support Ministries told
us about Christians in China.  They were in a group delivering much needed Bibles and Christian
teaching literature to Pastors and church members.  They told us of the huge growth in Christianity
in  China.    China's unofficial, unregistered church is considered 'illegal' by the government - yet
numbers an estimated 100 million believers, maybe even more!  They face continuing harassment
from the authorities, with Christians being detained, imprisoned and even tortured for
their faith.  Alongside the so-called 'illegal' church are the officially recognised, state-
controlled churches, numbering some 20 million believers.

The yearly Women's World Day of Prayer is to be held as usual on the first
Friday in March and will be held at  St. John the Baptist Church, Horsington.
Christian women in Guyana have written the service.   This is an Interdenominational
movement so if you haven't been to such a service before do join us next year.  Despite the name -
men are welcome, too.

At the Women's Fellowship meeting in March, the members will discuss who (or what) does or has
inspired them - very uplifting and encouraging we hope.

  In April a Mother's Union speaker will tell us about A.F.I.A (Away From It all) - holidays for
families, in May there will be a Quiz and in June we shall enjoy a Garden Party at Cherry Bolberry
Farm.

Come and see if this friendly group is something you would like to belong to - there is no 'joining
fee' just an occasional small contribution to a speaker's expenses.  We meet mostly at the Vicarage
- keep an eye out for the advertising or ring the contacts below - you will receive a warm welcome.

Betty Schofield - 362465.  Margaret Ridgewell - 363673.  The Vicarage - 362266.

SPORTS CLUB

The long awaited and often talked about Henstridge Sports Club, consisting of the football, cricket
and Taekwondo clubs, has now been formed. We welcome their first report from its first chair-
man, Steve Penny.

“We are now in a position to proceed with the proposed new stand alone changing rooms. Our
friendly Architect Jim has drawn up plans, and he is presenting them to the District Council for
approval. We will be doing this under the Parish Council’s umbrella, which has been extremely sup-
portive. We are now obtaining costings for consideration. A further meeting of the Henstridge
Sports Club Committee is planned for early March to update our plan, discuss what grants are
available and look at sponsorship & fund raising. If you are able to help in any way, please contact
any of the sports clubs or myself, Steve Penny, 4 Playfield Close, Henstridge or telephone 362157”.

Dee Jales
Secretary
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THE BIG ISSUE
By David Rabone

The big issue of our time seems to be climate change. The
big questions are whether mankind is causing it and can we
do anything about it?
Firstly, are we causing it? There is no doubt that there are
more people in the world and they are producing more
carbon dioxide gas than ever before. With the rise of China
and India, this situation will get ever worse. However, some
scientific historians will point out that the climate has been
hotter in the past than it is now. Some say it was hotter in

North America during the 1930s than it is now. Others claim that Europe was hotter in mediaeval
times. Roman scholars will tell you that wine grapes were grown all over England during their
occupation of these isles, nearly 2000 years ago. Now the Arctic ice cap has receded, we are told they
are finding evidence of life where none could have existed in the last 1000 years! So, don’t panic
folks, mankind has probably been here before.

Can we do anything about it? Some say yes, some say no! I remember similar arguments about
pollution in the 1950s and 1960s. The doubters (of which I was one), said that pollution control was
not necessary, too expensive, unlikely to succeed etc. Well, I and thousands of others were proved
wrong. In the last 50 years, our country has been cleaned up, London has lost its smog, most of our
rivers now have fish in them again …. and  we are all apparently better off financially than ever before
and the Scandinavians no longer accuse us of covering their countries in acid rain . If we had not
become pollution conscious, then areas of our country may well have become like areas of Eastern
Europe when the Iron Curtain came down.

So pragmatism says we should do our bit and change the way we are consuming fossil fuels. Middle
Eastern oil won’t last forever and comes with warlike political overtones. Russian gas has a history of
being turned off when the weather gets cold. Let us harvest the energy from some wind farms, turn
the tides of estuaries into energy, burn some local biomass in your home boiler, eke out some ethanol
from your local cellulose crop, let the sun shine on your solar panels, put water powered turbines
back in the rivers … and back it up by upgrading our existing nuclear plants. It makes sense to me.

Easter at St Nicholas
Henstridge

March 16th ~ Palm Sunday
11am Morning Prayer
6.30pm Evensong

March 19th, Wednesday in Holy Week
7.30pm Mediation in Song and Reading led by the
St Nicholas Singers

March 21st, Good Friday
3pm A Service of Meditation

March 23rd ~ Easter
11am Holy Communion

March 30th
11am United Benefice Service
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HENSTRIDGE W I

Henstridge WI enjoyed a Christmas Social with entertainment provided by members
to round off 2007. The Henstridge Carol Singers joined us and everyone made short
work of the festive fare provided.

In January we hosted what we hope to be an annual NEW YEAR QUIZ. There were
17 teams and questions were compiled, with our grateful thanks, by Bridget Hallett.
The winners were Henstridge Hens who were presented with ' THE SHIELD'. A sum
of £350 was raised and many thanks to all who took part and to all the people who
gave so generously towards the raffle prizes. The monies will be divided equally be-
tween the Air Ambulance and St Margarets Hospice (Yeovil).

At our meeting in January, Alan Power, Head of Gardens at Stourhead, gave a fascinating talk about
his time at Mount Stewart Gardens in Northern Ireland giving a wonderful insight to how they
were designed and the beauty they are now. The February meeting was entitled 'Showbusiness',
about life at the Octagon Theatre.

In March we host the Group Social when we will be joined by 7 other local W I's. Approx 100
members will be in the Village Hall and our members are already wondering how to feed them all!!

Our planned outing in May is likely to be Hampton Court Palace and we have our regular trips to
the Swan Theatre and other outings arranged by neighbouring W I's.

As part of the Somerset Safety Partnership, Henstridge WI has purchased reflective armbands,
enough for every child in the primary school. The committee presented the armbands to the
school just before half term.

Looking well ahead, a Valuation Day and Antiques Market is being planned for a Saturday in Octo-
ber. Our famous Hot Soup and Bacon Rolls will be available, we hope. Watch out for the date later
in the year.

New members are always welcome and we meet in the School Hall on the 3rd Tuesday of every
month. Gill Holt (secretary) on 363614 will be pleased to answer any enquiries.

BROWN OWL WINGS IN FROM BOWDEN
a.k.a Jane Jeanes

Life is pretty hectic here with lambing and all the other jobs which I am doing as my husband, Ken,
recovers from his heart bypass operation.

Brownies  We have had several new Brownies join us since Christmas but there are still places
for girls who are 7 or nearly 7. We send Thinking Day greetings to all former members of the
Guide Association and ask that they will keep 20th October 2010 free for a special celebration of
our Centenary.

Bowden Bees  The Boss has been in hospital and out of action since 18th December, but we are
pleased to say he has been looking around the hives this week and is looking forward to being able
to start some easy tasks in the next few weeks. We hope for good weather soon so we can gather
nectar and pollen to turn into wonderful honey this season.

Editor’s Note Thank you Jane for keeping everything going and we all wish you both a healthy 2008. Jane
can be contacted on 370769.
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VILLAGE HALL UPDATE
I guess the main thing I have to report about for this edition of Wots On is last week’s fire at the
Hall.  The damage is mainly to the changing rooms (which we had just funded to have painted and
repaired).  So the funds paid out for that has quite literary gone up in smoke.   I have been told that
the Fire brigade said another 15 minutes would have seen the end of the Hall!!  So a big thanks to
all people involved with such a quick response and to those people who have carried out the
emergency repairs.
We have no idea how the fire started; if it was accidental or if it was deliberate. Of course, if anybody
does know anything perhaps they could talk to the police.

The insurance company have given the go ahead to start the clean up and repairs, so let’s hope it
will not be too long before the football clubs and the cricket club have their changing rooms again,
all spick and span!

Somebody asked recently if we could get a larger (range size) cooker.
We have no funds for this but if there is anybody in the village (or
beyond i.e. the trading estate) that could help us with this or with the
VERY OLD WATER BOILER that needs replacing please give us a
call.

The Village Hall AGM will take place in May (the date will be advertised
later) and we are hoping to get new committee members to come and
join us.  We would also like to hear from anybody who could help us
with fund raising.

For all hall bookings, please call Flo Cornish on 01963 362543.  For all
other enquiries please call ‘chairman’ Sam on 01963 362486.

Lesley Best     Secretary
Editor’s Note. As you read through this newsletter, you will realise what a vital function the village hall is now playing in the
social life of the village. The present hall committee have transformed the hall and given it a pleasant ambience. They
deserve our thanks for their hard work and perseverance. However, they are now in desperate need of some cleaning
support. Normally, there is a single paid cleaner but no one so far has taken on the job. Other possibilities could be
considered. A job share or a rota could be organised. So if you are fairly fit and could spare an occasional hour to help with
this vitally important social task, on a paid or voluntary basis, please contact ‘chairman’ Sam on the above number or talk
to Lesley Best in the Late Stop/Post Office. Thank you very much.

Bishop Third accompanied by Diocesan Registrar David Holmes
consecrating the unused part of the Burial Ground, followed by
a coffee at Loose Ends
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF CHURCH FARM

(Now Wessex Court)
By Mel Brain

It is thought that a farm has existed by the Church ever since the Church was founded, possibly over
1000 years ago. Church Farm was tenanted by Colin Raymond’s Grandfather and purchased by
Colin’s father in 1923 at an auction by Senior and Goodwin at the Bear Hotel Wincanton as the
previous owner Mr Pearce had deceased.  The auctioneers leaflet described Church Farm Dairy as
comprising 72 acres of pasture land with two attractive cottages (now converted into one cottage
“Church Close” adjacent to Saint Nicholas Church).  Colin's father's house was the dairy and cheese
was produced there. There were a few farm buildings and farmstead to the west of the church and
the Park Road cul-de-sac was an orchard and Colin recalls that
in spring it was a mass of bluebells; also the orchard was a must
for scrumping in the summer.  Colin’s father had a piggery
adjacent to the dairy, and Colin’s wife Jenny said at one time it
boasted a tennis court.  Pond House at one time was the farm
Manor House.  During a recent building extension in Park Road
a large amount of  stone was encountered it was suggested by
the building inspector that at one time it could have been the
quarry that provided the stone for Pond House and the Farm
Cottages.

HENSTRIDGE UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB
The Saturday side are still experiencing mixed fortunes, struggling to get points in the League but
still unbeaten in local cup competitions, cul- minating in a wonderful and thoroughly de-
served win the Charity Cup on Boxing Day against Westlands Sports Re-
serves 2 – 1.

We still have a good supply of players and the atmosphere in the Club is gener-
ally good with solid support for the com- mittee.

The under 16 side continues to do well and will most probably finish second in the
League. Many people have watched the boys on Sunday afternoons and have
enjoyed the entertaining matches.

The the date of the Annual General Meeting and end of season awards evening will be announced
shortly in the Village and local press.

Anyone interested in joining the Club in either a playing role or as a Committee member will be
very welcome at the A.G.M.

Les Jales  Chairman

GOOD NEWS (so far!)
This morning’s BBC News on the radio said that the list of Post Office closures in Somerset would
be announced today. A later visit to our Late Stop Shop and Post Office in the village confirmed
this to be the case. The GOOD NEWS is that our Post Office is to stay open. However, it is not
all good news as there is a further six week consultative period, so we are not ‘out of the woods’
yet. I think our shop and post office plays a vital role in the life of our village. I hope you will sup-
port it when you can. David Rabone (Editor).
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Firstly I must say a huge THANK YOU to all those who sup-
ported the school at the Race Night on 1st February at the Village
Hall. On the night we managed to raise an incredible £1000! This
money is being spent on some temporary windows that will go
onto the pergola to keep it dry

during the winter seasons, and some new chairs for the brand new
ICT suite.

Here is a picture of our new suite. It has Microsoft Office 2007 and
a host of other curricular software that help support the children’s
development. They are able to use digital cameras and recording
devices also.

The children put on a performance of “Hans Christian Ander-
son”  in the Village Hall at Christmas time before we went to the
church and held our very special Carol service, which this year was conducted solely by the chil-
dren. It was a very special time to see how they have grown over the past two years and to have
the whole school community sharing this special moment. We also took part in the Christingle
service and were very pleased with the praise the children received once completing their readings.

This term the children are studying Europe, Electricity and Sound in KS2 and Castles and Materials
in KS1. There are some planned developments with the learning garden being landscaped around
the pond, just in time as the frogs are busy spawning this week, and more seating areas are being
introduced in to the playground.

As always the school is here to serve it’s community, so please pop in and say hello and we will be
only too happy to show you around.

Graeme Wilson    Headteacher

Good Friday
Good Friday is the day on which Jesus died on
the cross. It is the most solemn day in the Chris-
tian year, and is widely marked by the removal
of all decorations from churches. In Lutheran
churches, the day was marked by the reading of
the passion narrative in a gospel, a practice
which lies behind the 'passions' composed by
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 - 1750). Both the St
Matthew Passion and the St John Passion have
their origins in this observance of Good Friday

Message in a Bottle
Readers are reminded that, if they have a serious
medical condition, they would be wise to consider
having a “Message in a Bottle”, in case of emergen-
cies.   These simple devices are obtainable from
Ann at 01 963 363 340, and are sponsored by the
Lions.
Full information was given in our last issue

Our thanks to

Jenny and Keith Bates, Cherry Shepherd,  Liz
Holbrook, Michael Smith and Bridget Hallett  for
providing the Lent Lunches this year.
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Quiet Corner
From Patricia Thompson

Everyone is welcome to come and see our apple blossom in May,
it is always so beautiful. We are planning to celebrate ‘Apple
Day’ once again in October so we hope there will be lots of
blossom to produce a good crop of apples.

We are pleased to be part of the Henstridge Village Open Gar-
dens weekend on July 12th & 13th. Our ‘new’ garden will be open
and we plan to be serving cream teas and hope to see you then.
You might even be able to fondle the new foals!

Did you know that ponies have an 11 month gestation period?
The birth is normally very quick, only 20 minutes from start to finish. So it is best to ‘stick around’
in case help is needed. The foal should present itself front feet and nose first but sometimes the
legs get tucked under and have to sorted out quickly; there is hardly time for the vet to arrive!

St Nicholas Singers are meeting on Mondays at the moment at 8pm. The venue is variable, de-
pending on the weather. We have been singing for pleasure but soon will be rehearsing for our
next event which will be a Devotional Hour in Holy Week. This will take place in the Church on
Wednesday 19th March at 7.30pm and will consist of music and readings, reflecting our Lord’s Pas-
sion.

We are also planning a SUMMER CONCERT as a fitting end to the Open Gardens weekend in
the village. This will take place in the Church, probably on the evening of July 13th. We would love
to have lots of people taking part so if you would like to join the performance, do come along and
get involved. Our contacts are listed on the inside covers or phone me on 363045.

Our Christmas Events were well supported and our annual dinner at the end of November was a
most enjoyable affair, raising £385 for the Church funds. A big ‘Thank you ‘ to all our loyal support-
ers.

Angela Warden invites you to her

GARDEN STUDIO
at The Retreat, High Street, Henstridge

Saturday April 5th and Sunday April 6th

11 am to 4 pm

For an exhibition of

“Geometric, Loose & Funky”

pictures.

Light Refreshments Available

Please telephone 01963 363257
for further information.
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ORGANISATION CONTACT MEETING PLACE

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards - 362282 Church Tower

Bingo Mrs Sue Aldridge - 362046 Village Hall

Brownies Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

  CAMEO club Ann Frost - 363340 Village Hall

Church Services Rev Peter Hallett - 362266 Church & Vicarage

Cricket Hugo Barton - 363193

Drawing & Painting Jeremy Sparkes - 33246 Village Hall

Explorers’ Playgroup and Par-
ent & Carers Toddler Group

Mrs Anna Swinburn
07792240804/01963 363228 St Nicholas  CofE School

Football Les Jales - 364563
Graham Parsons - 362072

House Prayer Group Nancy Mauger - 370535 Treetops, Whitechurch Lane,
Yenston

Women’s Fellowship Betty Schofield - 362465 Ring for details

Line Dancing Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Parish Council Rachel Walker (Clerk) -
370388 Village Hall

Tae Kwon Do Robin Sleight - 07984 756501 Village Hall

St Nicholas Church of England Primary School - Secretary Mrs Nicola Lomas - 362308

St Nicholas Singers Liz Holbrook - 363193
Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

Toddlers Gym Sue Milligan -
01935 412137 Village Hall

Village Hall Bookings Mrs F Cornish - 362543 46, Ash Walk

  Womens’ Institute Gill Holt - 363614 School Hall

Societies Clubs and Organisations
Henstridge
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