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Bell Ringers Ring Mrs Edwards (362282) for details
Brownies Each Monday 6 pm St Nicholas School
CAMEO 1st Wednesday each month 7.45 pm Village Hall
Drawing & Painting Ring Jeremy Sparks (33246) for details
Explorers Play Group Daily during term times 9.00 am St Nicholas School
Ladies Fellowship Ring Betty Schofield (362465) for details
Line dancing Each Thursday 7.45 pm Village Hall
Loose Ends Each Friday 10.30 am Village Hall
Parents & Carers
Toddlers Group Daily during term times 1.30 pm St Nicholas School

RevellersCarnival Bingo 1st Friday in each month 7.30 pm Village Hall

St Nicholas Singers Ring Liz Holbrook (363193) for details
TaeKwonDo Each Tuesday 6 pm Village Hall
Women’s Institute 3rd Tuesday in each month 7.30 pm School Hall

Normal arrangements for regular meetings in Henstridge
Always confirm with the contact listed on inside back cover that a meeting on a particular

date is taking place

Dates of Parish Council & Planning Committee meetings are displayed
on the Village Notice Board

The information on the list of contacts is, hopefully, correct at the time of going to press.

If there are any inaccuracies,please inform:-

David Rabone 8 Park Road Henstridge BA8 0QP - 01963 362892

Front cover picture

St Nicholas Church

Work on repairing the tower is scheduled
to commence on 7th January 2008
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Greetings
I must say it feels a little
odd.Along with many oth-
ers I can be heard com-
plaining at just how early
Christmas comes to the
shops. As soon as Hallow-

een and Bonfire Night are safely out of the way
Christmas arrives! It does make me feel odd.
Why? Well, because here I am, halfway through
November, writing a letter for this Christmas
edition of our Wots On!

Christmas is a strange Festival in many ways.
Properly speaking, it does not begin until
December 25th - but for most of us that’s the
day we sit down and say,“Thank God that’s
over!”

There is a real sense in which the whole of the
celebration is exhausted by the run up to it.
Soon now, and right through December we
will be bombarded with Christmas Carols, and
other Festive Songs. Shops will be decorated,
and the ‘spirit of goodwill’ will be in the air -
that is, unless you’re in the queue to get that
toy that someone else is about to buy - and
that’s the last one! Remember the Twelve days
of Christmas? Christmas Day is Day One!

I love Christmas. There’s just something
about the time of year. I even love the run up to
Christmas. Anticipation is a great thing - and
indeed there can often be more pleasure in the
anticipation of something than the thing itself! I
first realised this whilst reading a Winnie the
Pooh story years ago. Asked what was his most
favourite thing he was just about to answer,
“Sticking my paw in a jar of honey,” when he
realised it was actually the moment just before
doing so.

I love the flavour of the season; the excitement
of children; children doing Christmas plays and
Nativities. It’s great.

And then I try to remember the wonder of
what it’s really all about. The celebration of the
birth of a very extraordinary baby in Bethlehem

just over 2000 years ago. A baby born in pover-
ty, born into a country that was oppressed by
an occupying army. Born in Bethlehem because
the foreign Emperor demanded a poll tax from
all his subjects.

And yet this child’s birth is welcomed by amaz-
ing manifestations of angelic choirs; shepherds
leaving their flocks alone on the hillside because
they believed the Messiah had been born.
Foreign religious astrologer priests arriving in
Jerusalem searching for the child born
King of the Jews. This child born in fulfilment of
prophecies 100’s of years old.

Christians believe that in this child, in a way that
is totally beyond explanation, the Lord God
Almighty became a human being. God became a
human being to undo all the forces of evil and
destruction. To do what was necessary to bring
in the Kingdom of God - the New Age when
there is no more war, poverty, disease, suffering
and death.

What is revealed through this birth, this life, and
eventually this death and this resurrection is
that God loves you and me with an overwhelm-
ing love. At Christmas we celebrate this love - a
love that transforms darkness to light, poverty
to riches, and death to life.

I hope that you all have a really Happy Christ-
mas

-God Bless.
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Comment
By Dave Rabone

We have had a terrific response to the last issue of WOTS ON, so thank you to all who got in
touch with me and the other contributors.
The general consensus for the meaning of the name of our local river, the Stour, is that it is Saxon
for ‘strong and powerful’ (although one Cambridge University professor, on his website, suggests
its meaning is the antonym of blithe; the Saxon’s are really keen on antonyms, it appears). My per-
sonal thanks go to Gerald French for giving me a copy of Edward Rutherfurd’s book, “SARUM”.
The book depicts life in the River Avon valley and the Salisbury area from the time of the last ice
age. With a little imagination, you can paint the same sort of story for the Stour valley and the
Wimborne, Blandford and Sturminster Newton areas.
Ellen Edwards tells me that the new bell ringers have had a bit of training and practice sessions
have re-started on Tuesday evenings. Further volunteers are still welcome to join the group. Any-
one interested can ‘phone our “bello capitano” on 362282.
Simon Cullum would like to thank everyone who has helped with information about the wall
around Mill Pond House.
Cliff’s tree competition was well supported and you can read the surprising result in The Frost Re-
port. The answer raises the question whether the tree was planted to commemorate a special
event? In his book, the History of Henstridge, Mr Wakeford says the park became the public play-
ing field in 1952. Perhaps some of our elder residents might be able to let us know what use the
park area was put to before public use was allowed?
Please note that the book, the History of Henstridge, can now be ordered from the school on 01
963 362 308, or drop in the office and see Nicola. The book refers to the fact that Sir Walter
Raleigh first smoked tobacco here over 400 years ago. I feel very disappointed that we have al-
lowed the government to ban smoking in public places in England without getting an exemption for
Henstridge!
A quick reflection on the year 2007 brings back memories of glorious weather in April followed by
‘the summer that never was’. The Autumn weather improved for a while but was overshadowed by
Gordon’s ‘election that never was’. Now we are being interested by Comet Holmes as it grows in
the north-eastern sky. Time to buy the Christmas cards and write those annual letters. Merry
Christmas everybody!!!!

An anonymous "Thank you" to the
Village Parish Council from "the
Village people" for organising the
County Council to clean up Hen-
stridge & Yenston recently.
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CHAOS!
On Friday, 9th November, morning traffic through the
village was brought to a standstill when a serious accident
occurred on the main street, between Cotton Corner
and the traffic pinch point at Townsend. A local resident,
reversing her car out of her drive, was hit by another car
travelling towards Stalbridge. The Police, Fire Service and
an ambulance attended the incident and the road was
blocked for a couple of hours whilst one of the drivers
was cut out of her car.

A group of concerned local residents came
out to support our HALT committee when
the Western Gazette sent their reporter the
following week.

Progress!
The Parish Council agreed to our application and have applied to County to
have Henstridge designated a 20mph zone.

There is much talk at all levels of Government at the present time, in particular in Somerset, as to
the suitability of our roads for the huge lorries that still find their way into villages such as ours.
This is an ongoing discussion and we are making our case as strongly as we can.
Currently there is an effort to make Satnav developers denote roads which are not suitable for
lorries, this will be on a National basis, unfortunately this will take time.
Meanwhile the letters, phone calls and meetings continue, watch this space !
For more information please contact your nearest committee member

Peter Oswick  363281
 Cliff Frost      363340
 Roy Schofield 362465
 Dennis Bell  362034
Parish Council liaison is with Paul Brighten  362602
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THE CAMEO CLUB MEETS IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.45PM
ON THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN WELCOME.
ENTRANCE £1     REFRESHMENTS 20P

(With Ann and Cliff Frost away, we are very pleased to welcome a guest report from Margaret Marston.)
We have been fully entertained and truly enlightened over the last couple of months hearing about
‘Inner Sanctums’ and ‘Florence Nightingale’. We are now looking forward to November which brings
us Stuart Matthews, who will be telling us about his trip ‘Into the Heart of Borneo’. CAMEO will
round off its year with our annual ‘Fish and Chip Supper’ on December 5th.

Planning is in progress for our 2008 programme. So far, we have;
2nd January  No meeting.
6th February  Tales from a Chimney Sweep
5th March   The making of Blue Vinny Cheese
2nd April   The Freewheelers

HENSTRIDGE UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB
The Season started with a win over Stalbridge in the Doug Davige Cup Match.
Since then the side has had mixed fortunes having played three cup games winning them all and
played five league games, drawing one and losing four. We have had to change players around and
bring in new ones. Some of our local youngsters have come of age and now play in adult football.
The future looks good.
We are still fund raising for a new changing rooms building and the plans are being finalised. When
they have gone through the hard work begins applying for grants and other funding.
We are now lucky to have Mavis and Dave Trott willing to provide refreshments at home matches
and they have very kindly given up their time to do this for the Club. Please come along and watch
our home matches and have a cuppa too.
The Youth side, successfully run by Kieran Ellis, have had a stormy start to the
season and are playing really good entertaining football. They are in the Yeovil
Under 16 League and play on Sunday afternoons.
Anyone interested in joining the Club in either a playing role or as a Committee member
will be very welcome. See Les at any match.
We wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Les Jales
Chairman
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St Nicholas Parish Gift Day
Our Parish Gift Day will be on Saturday 8th December.

We hope that you will support our Parish Church with a gift. Please use the envelope with this copy
of Wots On and either bring it to the Church on December 8th, or to any of the Christmas Services.
Failing all else, you could get it to me at the Vicarage, or give it to anyone you know who attends
church, or who is coming to any of the Christmas Services.
Please note the Gift Aid Declaration on the Gift Day Envelope. If you are a tax payer, by filling in this
it will enable us to claim from the tax man 28p for every £1 you give - at no cost to yourself!
December 8th is when we would normally hold our Christmas Market. For various reasons, that
won’t be happening this year, BUT the church will be open on that day:We will be serving soup over
lunchtime; we are also inviting anyone who might have had a Stall at the Christmas Market to set up
a stall on that afternoon. Rather than organising something, we are creating a space for you to use if
you wish.
Hopefully you have read, or will read the report about the Tower Appeal. The response to that
appeal has been fantastic. However, you will also have noted the new problem we are facing
regarding the north slope of the north aisle roof. Caring for the fabric of the Church - and trying to
improve it where appropriate is one of the major tasks performed by the Parochial Church Council
(PCC).We have plans to remodel the inside of the church - especially the North Chapel. We would
like to install toilets; and an area where we can serve drinks and refreshments.
But on top of this we need to meet our ordinary running expenses. Compared with other village
groups our running expenses are huge! Our biggest annual bill is what is called Parish Share. This is
our contribution to the Diocesan Budget - the vast majority of this (80% the last time I looked)
goes towards providing clergy. Our biggest items of expense after that are: Insurance (about
£1500) - and boy, aren’t we glad we had that! That’s what’s paying for our windows to be repaired.
Heating & Lighting: trying to heat a church - especially in January! - is never easy and as you can
imagine it’s not cheap. Our electricity bill is approx £1500. Our other routine running costs add up
to about £1200. (Our Annual Report and Financial Statements are available to anyone who wants
them.)

The money we need to do this is entirely what is given or raised locally. We do not get money from
the diocese, the Church Commissioners or anyone else. Each Parish Church, and ours is no
exception, has to be self financing. You can apply for grants for special needs - but not for ordinary
running expenses. At the moment our ordinary expenses each
year are greater than what we receive. You don’t need me to tell
you that that cannot go on for too long.
So we need the help of anyone, and everyone who is willing. Big
houses are made of little bricks - all gifts are welcome. Big gifts
are welcome - but so are little ones. The scriptures report that
Jesus said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. And St Paul
says, God loves a cheerful giver! So we ask you to think about it
- and if you are glad that there is a functioning church in our
village rather than just an historic building, please help us now.
Thanks for reading this

Peter Hallett (Rector)
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August Bank Holiday
By David Rabone

About fifteen years ago, we used to load the kids into the car and go off somewhere on August bank
holiday. It was never a success! Traffic congestion made it difficult to get anywhere and, when you
got there, it was often difficult to park and then find somewhere to sit and have something to eat.
The kids would get fractious, we got bad tempered and everyone was tired and teasy for the drive
home. Eventually, we saw the light and stayed home on
August bank holiday! However, during the last few years,
some local events have started and this year I thought I
would try some. So I wandered down to Henstridge Airfield
to enjoy their Fly-In, and I also discovered the new Moto-
Cross track. There are reports on both of these elsewhere
in Wot’s On

I was also going to go to the vintage car and motorcycle
run at Sherborne School and try out Gartell’s Light Railway
at Yenston but, somehow, I never found time!

Village Hall Update
The new kitchen is finished!

Things are moving along nicely now, the new kitchen is
fitted and the new flooring has been laid.  We have had a
painting and spruce up weekend recently and the kitchen
has been painted from top to bottom.  The main hall, lobby
and lounge have also been tidied up and painted where
needed.
I would like to thank all those that turned up to help. John
Hunt (Park Rd) who is also kindly doing the accounts while
Anne is away, Betty Schofield, Mark Empson, Cyril Healy
and Anne Everett (even though she had a broken arm). And
a very big thank you to our STAR HELPER George

Edwards.  Also thanks to the ‘ladies’ on the committee who turned up to help, Ruth, Liz, Louise, Sam
and myself.
The new toilets have been completed and are now accessible to our disabled users.  I am sure you
will all agree that they are a huge improvement.
One thing that we will have to sort out soon is the VERY OLD water heater, it is beyond repair,
so if anybody knows of a boiler going spare or would like to donate funds towards a new one, please
contact anybody on the committee.
If there is anybody who would like to be on the Village Hall committee please see myself or get in
touch with Sam or if there is anybody that would like to help with fund raising we would love to hear
from you.

Lesley Best
Secretary.
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Brown Owl’s Bit from Bowden
a.k.a Jane Jeanes

Brownies
Two Brownies and leaders took part in the Scout and Guide Show in Wincanton during half term.
It was a really good show and if you didn't come you missed a great opportunity to see what the
young and not so youthful in this part of the world are able to do . One hundred years of Scouting
were celebrated and a tribute paid to Hans Christian Anderson. Borrow the DVD when it comes
out!  We went to a firework display at Buckhorn Weston and have learned a bit more about ele-
phants. BUT  we are very short of Brownies so if you know of any girls between 7 and 10 please
tell them about the fun we have.

St Nicholas Church Flowers
Each week, during most of the year, there are flowers in our parish church. They are arranged by
volunteers who sign up to do this valuable job. If you would like to be part of this group or if you
would like to donate flowers for a particular reason (birthday, anniversary or just to enhance the
building) please add your name to the list in the church or ring Margaret Ridgewell  on 01963
363673. If you don't think you could arrange them someone else will. Decorating the church with
flowers for Christmas will be on Saturday 22nd December.

Soup Lunch, St Nicholas Church, Henstridge
Saturday 8th December 11.30 am -2.30 pm
We are holding a Soup lunch in the church with a raffle and anyone who would like to run a stall is
welcome to come along. This is a fund raising event for the church and a chance to join others for
lunch. If you run a" trade" stall a fee will be charged. There may be an opportunity for children to
make Christmas cards.
If you would like to help please ring me, Jane Jeanes (Brown Owl) on 01963 370769

 Bowden Bees
A good autumn allowed us to finish the year with a small second crop.
Wax products and Christmas tree decorations will be on sale at the Soup
Lunch on 8th December, also fat free mincemeat and honey fudge. Buzz-
ing off until next spring!

I cannot tell how He will win the nations,
How He will claim His earthly heritage,
How satisfy the needs and aspirations

Of East and West, of sinner and of sage.
But this I know, all flesh shall see His glory,
And He shall reap the harvest He has sown,

And some glad day His sun shall shine in splendour
When He the Savior, Savior of the world is known.
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NEWS FROM THE LIONS DEN

Welcome to the latest news bulletin from the BLACKMORE VALE
LIONS CLUB.

Six Lions ( one being foot sore me ) and two of the Lions wives completed the 64 mile sponsored
walk, the total length of the River Stour from Mudiford to Stourhead raising approx. £2000 for Julia’s
House.
There’s talk of a 72 mile walk for 2008 – watch this space !
This with our other Summer events raised over £7000 for our charitable work.
We introduced two new fundraising events this year in addition to our traditional ones, these were
the Teddybear Parachuting held at Sturminster Newton and the Golf Fun Day held at Folke Golf
Course both were very successful and popular enough to ensure we do them again next year.

A note for all those golfers the 2008 Golf Fun Day will be on Sunday 5th October so those
who could not make it this year please put it in your diaries.
It is nearly the Christmas Season and this year Father Christmas will be visiting Henstridge
on Friday 14th December. We can always do with help with collecting so if any villager can help
us please call me.
We are delighted that Roy Schofield has now joined us as a member, we are always looking for new
members  - so,again, if anyone’s interested please call me.
Its not all work -  we have a lot of fun and of the two monthly meetings, which are held at the
Blackmore Vale Inn,  one is a dinner meeting. We also hold club social events.
The monies raised from our activities will continue to help us supporting local good causes and

Joy Mauger is 80!
Joy Mauger – a long established resident of Yenston, recently
reached her 80th year. She celebrated her birthday on 20th Oc-
tober by inviting her friends, a couple of close relatives from
Guernsey and colleagues of long-standing from her nursing days,
to the Pines Restaurant at Gartell’s Light Railway, where a meal
with an excellent choice of food was served by Charlie Gartell
and her helpers to 84 guests. After lunch, the guests had the
chance to travel on the Light Railway to its terminal and back –
and all this in beautiful Spring-like sunshine.
It was a very happy day and I am very grateful for all the help
that was given to me – especially from Nancy.
A collection raised £600 for St Margaret’s Hospice Yeovil, for
which I was very thankful.

individual needy people - that is why our motto is WE SERVE.
For any information please contact your local Lion Peter Oswick on 01963 363281
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THE FROST REPORT
CLIFF’S TREE COMPETITION:-

To Calculate the age of the Plane tree on the playing field.
As trees grow, the trunk gets thicker, so the older the tree, the greater its girth.

On average, trees increase their girth by 2.5cm (or 1 inch) a year.

To calculate the tree’s age measure the girth at its smallest point, about 1.4 metres
(or 4’6”) up the trunk from ground level.

Put a tape measure round the tree at this height and record the distance round the
trunk.

Then divide the measurement by 2.5cm for a metric measure, or count the inches in
the imperial measure.

This will give you the rough age of your tree in years.
In this instance the tree measured 6 metres and 6 cms (606)cms or 19 feet 10½ inches (238 ½
inches), and therefore its calculated age is 238 years old.
The nearest answer was from Lesley Best at 247 years, and she
therefore wins a box of biscuits.
Congratulations.
Cliff Frost
Editor’s Note.
I found that fascinating! I had no idea that the tree was so old. It
seems that the tree was planted around 1770 when George III was on
the throne and the American Colonials were beginning to plot their
Independence. ‘This Sceptered Isle’ written by Christopher Lee for BBC
Radio, tells us that 1769 was also the year that James Watt was
granted his original patent on the low pressure steam engine and Rich-
ard Arkwright invented the ‘Spinning Jenny, so our tree pre-dates our
‘industrial revolution’.

© P Craufurd
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It has been a great start to the year as numbers have increased and there is a strong feeling of support
for the school in the community. At the recent Open Day we were thrilled by the number of parents
looking at what we have achieved and showing very positive support and enthusiasm for the school.
The children have had a very exciting term so far with a trip to the British Museum to support their
learning on the Ancient Egyptians. The children saw a vast range of Egyptian
artefacts and a host of sarcophagi and mummies. It was also the first time that
some of the children had been to London so we took a walk past some of
the famous landmarks such as the London Eye, Houses of Parliament and
Trafalgar Square. It was a longday, but one I am sure they will remember for
a very long time.
The children are in the middle of raising money for Children in Need by
running a cake stall and they have also formed a School Council. This will
work on the need for a healthy lifestyle and what we can do to help each
other become fit and healthy. The School Council will also be a voice for the
children to express any issues they feel about their school and how it could
be improved.
We have welcomed Miss Jagla to our staff who teaches in Class 2 for three days a week and she is
loving being part of the team.  We have also welcomed 6 new children into Reception who started
full time after half term and have made excellent steps in their learning already. We are thrilled to

have them with us and look forward to seeing them grow and
become active members of our school.
A range of after school activities have begun with Tag Rugby,
K’nex, choir, violins and ICT clubs running every night, and
preparations for our end of term production of Hans Chris-
tian Anderson are on their way. It will be performed in the
Village Hall on Wednesday 19th December at 1:30pm. If you
would like a ticket please call in to the office.
The School Association is planning another Race Night on
the 1st February following the overwhelming success of last
year’s evening when they raised £850 thanks to your gener-

ous support.
If you wish to come and see the school in action, as many have this year and been delighted with what
they have observed, or feel you would like to contribute in a more supportive role and become a
governor, please feel free to pop into the office or phone and make an appointment to speak to me.
We look forward to seeing you at our up and coming events and on behalf of the children and staff
at the school may I wish you a very Happy and safe Christmas.
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Women’s Fellowship
.

We have had an interesting year changing from being the Mother's Union into the Women's Fel-
lowship.  We are now Diocesan Members and this type of membership allows us to support the
Mother's Union in prayer and in giving donations to its Projects.  Last July a member held a Sum-
mer Tea and Bring & Buy for the 'Away From It All' Project which gives holidays to families in need
and we gave gifts to an M.U. supported local Women's Refuge.  The annual Sponsored Knit is al-
ways great fun and raised money for The Children's Society.

We meet on the second Wednesday of the month at
2.30pm in the Vicarage although in 2008 we will meet
three times in member's homes and look forward to a
Garden Party at Cherry Bolberry Farm in June.  Speakers
will be Rowena Wheeler,  'A Courier's Tale' - Bibles for
China; Marlene Phillips,  A.F.I.A. - M.U. Holidays for Fami-
lies; Roger Collins MBE,  'Flying for Life' - MAF (Mission
Aviation Fellowship) and Rev. Peter Hallett - Advent - 'Lo!
He comes!".

Programme for 2008
9th  January   Happy New Year!
13th February        'A Courier's Tale' - Bibles for China.  Speaker - Rowena Wheeler
12th March            Inspirations!  at Freshford, Horsington.*
9th April                A.F.I.A. - M.U. Holidays for Families.  Speaker Marlene Phillips.
14th May               Quiz!
11th June               Garden Party at Cherry Bolberry Farm with guests.*
9th July                  Summer Tea and Bring & Buy in aid of A.F.I.A at 19 Old Station Gardens.*
13th August           Informal Meeting
10th September     'Flying for Life' - MAF (Mission Aviation Fellowship).
   Speaker - Roger Collins MBEs  In Village Hall Lounge at 7.30pm*
8th October         Sponsored Knit in aid of The Children's Society at The Smithy, South Cheriton.*
12th November    Advent - "Lo! He comes!".  Speaker - Revd Peter Hallett.
10th December    Christmas Communion.

INTERESTED?  COME!  A warm welcome awaits you!
Meetings are held in The Vicarage, Henstridge at 2.30pm unless otherwise stated (marked *).
Contacts - Betty 362465, Margaret 363673 and The Vicarage 362266.

Line Dancing
The line dancing group continues to grow in popularity.  Further
new members have swelled the numbers to nearly 20.  If you fancy
joining them, they meet in school term-times at 7.45pm. - at the
village hall.  The last dance meeting this year will be on December
6th but on December 13th the girls are having their Christmas
Dinner (and, hopefully, not undoing all the good of a year of
exercise!)
Ros Browning can give you all the info. and she is on  01963 363016.
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Taekwondo
Report by instructor, Robin Sleight

Although the instructors of Accolade Taekwondo have moved, we intend to keep
the classes in the village hall running, Tuesday nights 6 pm to 7.30 pm, as usual. Our
new contact no. is 07984 756501.

We are very pleased to report that, on the 10th November, a joint grading took
place between Accolade Taekwondo of Henstridge and Waterloo Taekwondo of
Poole. The senior examiner, Mr Neil Patterson from Poole, carried out the gradings
with all the students doing well and all achieving their next belts. Congratulations
to all who took part and a BIG thank you to Mr Patterson who took time out from
his busy schedule. Good luck to all students for 2008 and their next grading.

Global Warming?
By David Rabone

I spotted this on one of my travels around Henstridge
airfield. Enquiries revealed that it belongs to a local
resident. He bought the shell of a narrow boat and
has spent several years kitting it out for himself and
his wife. I don’t know if he worries about global
warming but he is NOT called NOAH!
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Henstridge W I
Since our last report Henstridge W I has enjoyed our Annual Garden Party and a very successful
evening trip on the Somerset Coal Canal followed by a BBQ. We were very lucky with the weather
and were still enjoying the outdoors at 10. At our September meeting we listened with amusement
to 'The Confessions of a Rural Meter Reader' and in October to' The Life of a Solicitor '. In
November we have the AGM and Quiz and December our Christmas
Social. Also in December we are having our Anniversary Dinner so it can
be said it is all entertainment!!
In 2008 the speakers booked will talk on Climate Change, The NT
Garden at Mount Stewart in N.I. and an intriguingly titled 'Showbusiness'.
Also in 2008 we are the hosts of the Group Social to be held in March
when 8 other W Is join us.
We meet on the 3rd Tuesday of every month in the School Hall at 19.30
and Gill Holt our Sect. on 363614 would be pleased to answer any
queries about joining us.
In a separate part of this Magazine will be the full details of the Grand
New Year Quiz we are holding on 18th Jan.2008 in the Village Hall at
19.30.

HENSTRIDGE  W I
GRAND NEW YEAR QUIZ

FRIDAY 18th JAN. 2008 at Village Hall at 19.30
£10 per team of 4 with coffee and tea provided.

(Bring your own refreshments if you require.)
GRAND RAFFLE with many prizes.

All the proceeds to Air Ambulance and St. Margaret's Hospice.
Magnificent Shield for winning Team!!

LATE  STOP/POST OFFICE
By Dave Rabone

Soon after our last issue of WOTS ON, the government announced yet another round of cuts in
rural post offices. I have recently spoken to John in the shop and he tells me he has heard nothing
so, hopefully, no news is good news! John would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone

for their continued support and to wish everyone a Merry Christmas.
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News From Explorers Playgroup
During this term the children have been involved with activities relating
to Autumn and Harvest. We joined the pupils of St Nicholas Primary
School at their Harvest Service in the church and we have enjoyed a visit
to Quiet Corner Form. There the children saw the animals and partici-
pated in the making of some delicious apple juice. Thank you to Mrs
Thompson for making us all welcome. The children are also looking

forward to a trip to Cool
Play, a soft play centre and
of course to Christmas to
their party and a visit from
Father Christmas. Explor-
ers is open from Monday
to Friday from 9.00am-
12.00pm and is situated in
the grounds of St Nicholas
Primary School. For more details or to arrange a visit,
please contact Mrs Anna Swinburn ( Supervisor) on
07792240804 or 01963 363228.

Parent/Carers Toddler Group
The group meets every Monday between 1.30pm and 3.00pm during term time and is situated in the
Explorers Playgroup building at St Nicholas Primary School. Entrance to the group is through the
School Office. For more details please contact Mrs Anna Swinburn 07792240804 or 01963 363228.

Henstridge Cricket Club
2007 finally proved to be the worst weather affected year that any of us can remember. The stop -
start nature of the season meant that it was difficult for either of the two teams to put together a
good run of results, although both performed more successfully in the second half of the summer.
Both teams finished up mid-table, a satisfactory but rather disappointing season. Now we have two
teams competing in the six-a-side indoor version of the game that reaches a climax next Spring. Both
teams should perform well in the league, played at the Clayesmore Centre, sponsored by Dike’s
Supermarket.
As always the Club is happy to welcome new players or supporters: for further information please
contact: Hugo Barton 01963 363193.

Fixtures:
Henstridge A

Nov. 18th 5pm vs. Milton Abbas A

Jan. 6th 7pm vs. Kilmington;

Jan. 20th 5pm vs. Hazelbury Brian;

Feb. 3rd 7pm vs. Stalbridge B;

Feb. 17th 8pm vs. Shroton.

Henstridge B

Nov. 25th 5pm vs. Milton Abbas B;

Jan. 13th vs. Puddletown;

Jan. 27th 7pm vs. Shaftesbury;

Feb. 10th 6pm vs. Old Blandfordians;

Feb. 24th 6pm vs. Cheselbourne.
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The Frost Report

Family History
I have received a few enquiries from people interested in Family History. Anyone else interested
in forming a small family history group, please drop me a line at 10 Park Road or give Cliff a ring

on 01963 363 340. Thanks.

“The Village Open Gardens 2008”.
This event will be held on the 12th & 13th of July 2008, in aid of the Air Ambulance.
Anyone interested in taking part either by opening their garden (whether big or small), or assisting
with the event in any way e.g. traffic control, or refreshments etc, please contact Ann Frost on 01
963 363 340.
This is usually a popular event so please help.

Early Warning

"The Henstridge Village Arts and Crafts Show 2009"

It is hoped to hold the 9th Triennial show in 2009, so this notice is to ask you to start thinking about
what you might like to make and exhibit.
Why not show everyone what you can do?   To those new to the village since the last show in
2006, it is NOT a competition, it is a social event and an opportunity for all residents of Henstridge
to show off their efforts and skills, and share their interests with others.
We need lots of volunteers to beat previous years.  In 2006 we had over 70 exhibitors, with every
sort of needlecraft, knitting, dress making, painting and art work,  wood turning, woodcarving,
upholstery, bread making, cake decorating, jewellery making, basketry, model making, flower
arranging, - indeed everything you can imagine, and more besides!
Even if the item is not finished, or not even started – you could demonstrate your skills and work
on it throughout the day!
Enter either as an individual or in a group.  It costs nothing to enter your exhibit!  If you sell it then
please make a donation – if not just enjoy.  All proceeds go to the Village Hall funds.
Providing you live in the village, and have made the item yourself, why not let others see it!
If you haven't entered or seen the show before then you've missed a real treat. So make the effort
and let's make this one another success.

HAVE YOU GOT THE BOTTLE?
A simple and FREE Emergency Information Scheme for anyone with a medical
condition, sponsored by the Blackmore Lions, for use by anyone who feels
vulnerable while living at home.
It provides emergency services with vital details of any illness or allergy, and
a contact name if they are called to your home.
Get your free bottle here – 01 963 363 340
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St Nicholas Henstridge Tower Appeal
First the Good News:

You may remember that we launched an Appeal just over a year ago for £25,000 to do essential
work on our Church Tower and elsewhere. We were aware, and did share with you, that the
amount of work that the church architect reckoned should be done over the next five years came
to about £44,000.

The amount of money both given and pledged in response to our Appeal was £49,000 - of which
we have actually received £19,000. The rest will be received over the next few years as people fulfil
their pledges. This is brilliant.

You will be pleased to know that we have received all the permissions to do the work, and Ellis
and Co are expected to begin the work this coming January.

Windows

I have often been asked what is happening about the church windows. I am very pleased to be able
to say that apart from an excess of £350 our insurance company has agreed to pay for their repair.
The Parochial Church Council has agreed to pay for stone guards to protect the windows from
future damage. They are going to cost us about £6,000. The observant amongst you may have
noticed that the contractor has already taken away some of the damaged windows for repair.

All was going well, and we were anticipating being able to do some important improvements inside
the church -

and then the bad news....

When Hugo Barton was doing some repairs on the church roof he noticed what seemed to be a
serious problem with the stone tiles on the north slope of the north aisle. That’s the roof slope
you can see as you go along Church Street. Our architect has now been and confirmed that we
have a very serious problem - and for a whole number of reasons this has taken us completely by
surprise. As I understand it, it is a combination of the fact that the nails holding the tiles in place
have perished - and the battens the tiles were nailed to have split and broken. The tiles are staying
in place more by habit than anything holding them! Based on similar work being done elsewhere,
our architect estimates the cost of repair as being about £36,000.

Using all our resources, it is my understanding that we will have a shortfall of at least £10,000 - and
if we do this work as quickly as our architect thinks we should we will have a significant cash-flow
problem. This is because we will have to use some of the money raised by the appeal - but that is
gradually coming in over the next three years - yet to do this work we need money now. But even
if all the money was in our hands now - as I said above, we would still be at least £10,000 short of
what we need!

We have asked the architect to draw up a specification and obtain quotes - on the basis of that we
will know what we really need. We have no option but to try to borrow money, and seek help
from grant making bodies.



- 17 -

Quiet Corner
From Patricia Thompson

APPLE DAY

We had a wonderful celebration here of Apple Day on the 21st October. The marvellous sunny day
brought out two or three hundred visitors to enjoy the sunshine, have a walk around the orchard,
see if they could make the longest apple peel and return home with some apple juice and apples.
We have nearly sold all our apples and juice, so thank you to all the people of Henstridge who
came and supported us and thereby encouraged us to keep the orchard going.

APPLE JUICING PROJECT

This community project was initiated by the Balsam Centre in  Wincanton and has
proved to be very enjoyable. Only a few local mothers were able to support us but
we have at least made a start and we hope it will grow next year. Juicing our
own apples has brought in other people from around Henstridge so the
crusher and the press have been well used. I found the resultant juice
totally delicious!

St Nicholas Singers Dinner 7.0 pm Friday 30th November

Our annual yuletide dinner will once again be hosted by John Hatwell at Higher Marsh House in
Henstridge, where we can look forward to our St Nicholastide feast with entertainment through-
out the evening. all in aid of St Nicholas church. So look out your ‘Glad Rags’, make up a party of 8
or 10 and book up a table through Patricia Thompson at Quiet Corner Farm, telephone number
01963 363045. Tickets are £13.50p

CAROL SERVICE 6.30 pm Sunday 16th December

St Nicholas singers will form the choir for the carol service at the church in Henstridge. We would
be delighted to welcome a few new faces so if you would like to come and join us on this occasion,
please come along to rehearsals on Mondays at 8 pm in the church, where we will be learning
some new carols.

Drawing and Painting
By Cherry Shepherd

The Drawing and Painting group continues to meet at the Village Hall.
Sessions are held every Monday morning from 10am until noon and

normally run during local school term times.

Anyone interested in joining this group should contact Jeremy Sparkes
at Wincanton Adult Learning on 01963 33246. All abilities are wel-
come. Why not come and see us one Monday morning?
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August Bank Holiday Weekend
Sunday August 26th

Moto X
Sunday and Monday saw the first meetings at the new Moto X
track on Henstridge Airfield. The new track should have been
christened the previous weekend by the Hants & Dorset Youth
Motorcycle club but the recent wet weather had made the
track unsuitable. However, glorious sunshine greeted the Poole
& Parkstone Schoolboy Motorcycle Club and several hundred
competitors and their friends and families gathered for the 2
day meeting. Local riders such as Jake Pierson, Chris Rose and

7 year old Harry Kimber all put in
good performances and several other
locals such as Justin Hicks and Bradley
Jones provided interest for the casual
spectator.

Henstridge Airfield Vintage Fly In.

Vintage Fly-In events have been taking place sporadically at the airfield for about 25 years but the
August bank holiday ‘bash’ has become an annual event for the last 8 years. Heavy early morning mist
probably kept the numbers down a bit but even so, an eclectic mix of nearly 100 old aeroplanes
turned up for lunch in glorious sunshine. Further interest for spectators was provided by the Jensen

& MG car clubs, plus the motorcycle and other old
vehicle enthusiasts who came to participate in the
static display (some even staying over for the Sher-
borne Carnival run from Sherborne School the follow-
ing day).
Highlight of the day for me was the flypast of a 1950s
Hunting Provost 2-seat aerobatic trainer from the
historic flight collection at Yeovilton. Will Gillam also
amazed the crowd once again with the display of his
F14 jet fighter scale model. Perhaps next year we will
have the ‘TOP GUN’ music as well!
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Macmillan Cancer Support
Report from Nancy Mauger

Biggest Coffee Morning in the World 2007

A Coffee Morning - as part of this event - was held in Temple-
combe Sports & Social Club on 28th September. This was for Hen-
stridge, Yenston, and of course, Templecombe.

Once again a very successful event was enjoyed by a good number
of people. Thanks to all the helpers and supporters £503.13p was raised.

Next year the event will be organised by Mrs Rosemary Wigley.

I would like to add extra thanks to all the hard working supporters and those who gave so gener-
ously to raise £5,634 over the last 12 years to help Cancer sufferers.

Editor’s Note. We are all very pleased to see that your recent stroke has not stopped you from carrying on
your good works. Best wishes from us all.

Volunteer Drivers are Urgently Needed
Do you own a car and have some spare time to help members of your community?  We urgently
need volunteer drivers to take local people to hospital appointments in various locations such as
Bristol, Dorchester, Yeovil, Taunton and Bath.  We are especially short of drivers in the Milborne
Port, Henstridge, Templecombe and Wincanton areas, but welcome drivers from anywhere within
the District.
Drivers are paid a mileage allowance, currently 38p a mile, to cover fuel and other
costs and the scheme holds insurance which will protect your insurance
ex- cess and no claims discount.

All journeys are on a voluntary basis, you choose the ones you
are happy to undertake. This is a worthwhile and rewarding
way to help members of your community.
Applicants will need to undergo Criminal Records Bureau
checks before taking up post.
For further details please ring: Andy Chilton on 01963 34594

Mummy, can I have a dog for Christmas?

NO, you’ll have turkey like everyone else
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Loose Ends
By David Rabone

Loose Ends celebrated the end of its first year with a party in the village hall on October 5th. A big
thank you to all the kind people who baked cakes and to Bill Tolley for making our ‘special cake’; I
was not the only person who thought it was a real cake! Thanks also to Ellen Edwards for running
the raffle and to all the good souls who provided the prizes. A good
crowd turned up to enjoy the occasion and we sang happy birthday to
ourselves and also to Eileen Bell who was celebrating her 21st (for the
44th time?). Most of all, I would like to thank everyone for supporting the
cafe throughout the year and we look forward to a seeing you all again in
our second year.
We were very pleased to welcome the Balsam Centre Toy Library for-
pre-school children on October 12th. A good turn out of visitors has
ensured that this will become a monthly activity for the next few
months, their next visit will be on December 14th. If you would like to
join in our fun, please come and see us every Friday morning from 10.30
‘til noon, in the village hall lounge.

BINGO!
BINGO – takes place every month in the village hall. Organised by the REVELLERS CARNIVAL CLUB
(Shaftesbury) to raise money to build and run their carnival float, there is usually a good turn out for
this event but more people are welcome. If you fancy doing something new and have not been before,

why not pop along and give it a try! Normally held at
7.30pm on the first Friday in each month, please note that
the next meeting will probably take place on December
14th. For further information, please contact Sue Aldridge
on 01963 362046.
November is our local carnival season so the Revellers
have been burning the midnight oil to finish and exhibit
their new float. The Bridgwater Carnival was a great
success, with lovely weather, but a bit nippy! Let us hope
the girls did not catch cold and had a great season.
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ORGANISATION CONTACT MEETING PLACE

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards - 362282 Church Tower

Bingo Mrs Sue Aldridge - 362046 Village Hall

Brownies Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

  CAMEO club Ann Frost - 363340 Village Hall

Church Services Rev Peter Hallett - 362266 Church & Vicarage

Cricket Hugo Barton - 363193

Drawing & Painting Jeremy Sparkes - 33246 Village Hall

Explorers’ Playgroup and Par-
ent & Carers Toddler Group

Mrs Anna Swinburn
07792240804/01963 363228 St Nicholas  CofE School

Football Les Jales - 364563
Graham Parsons - 362072

House Prayer Group Nancy Mauger - 370535 Treetops, Whitechurch Lane,
Yenston

Ladies Fellowship Betty Schofield - 362465 Ring for details

LineDancing Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Parish Council Rachel Walker (Clerk) -
370388 Village Hall

Tae Kwon Do Robin Sleight - 363606 Village Hall

St Nicholas Church of England Primary School - Secretary Mrs Nicola Lomas - 362308

St Nicholas Singers Liz Holbrook - 363193
Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

Toddlers Gym Sue Milligan -
01935 412137 Village Hall

Village Hall Bookings Mrs F Cornish - 362543 46, Ash Walk

  Womens’ Institute Gill Holt - 363614 School Hall

Societies Clubs and Organisations

HENSTRIDGE
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