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ORGANISATION CONTACT MEETING PLACE

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards - 362282 Church Tower

Bingo Mrs Sue Aldridge - 362046 Village Hall

Brownies Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

  CAMEO club Ann Frost - 363340 Village Hall

Church Services Rev Peter Hallett - 362266 Church & Vicarage

Cricket Hugo Barton - 363193

Drawing & Painting Jeremy Sparkes - 33246 Village Hall

Explorers’ Playgroup and Par-
ent & Carers Toddler Group

Mrs Anna Swinburn
07792240804/01963 363228

St Nicholas  CofE School

Football
Les Jales - 364563
Graham Parsons - 362072

House Prayer Group Nancy Mauger - 370535
Treetops, Whitechurch Lane,
Yenston

Ladies Fellowship Betty Schofield - 362465 Ring for details

LineDancing Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Parish Council
Rachel Walker (Clerk) -
370388

Village Hall

Tae Kwon Do Robin Sleight - 363606 Village Hall

St Nicholas Church of England Primary School - Secretary Mrs Nicola Lomas - 362308

St Nicholas Singers
Liz Holbrook - 363193
Jane Jeanes - 370769

School Hall

Toddlers Gym
Sue Milligan -
01935 412137

Village Hall

Village Hall Bookings Mrs F Cornish - 362543 46, Ash Walk

  Womens’ Institute Gill Holt - 363614 School Hall

The information on the calendar and the list of contacts is, hopefully, correct at the time of going
to press.

If there are any inaccuracies,please inform David Rabone.
The next issue will be published at the end of July 2007

Copy and information to be included should reach David by 18th July.

David Rabone 8 Park Road Henstridge BA8 0PQ - 01963 362892
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Alleluia! Christ is Risen

He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Thus is the Easter Greeting. In some traditions this is accompa-
nied with the lighting of a Candle - little candles are lit from it.
Others light their candles from those already lit. And so the

light spreads.

This is so wonderfully symbolic of the Christian Good News - at the
heart is the resurrection of our Lord from the dead. The power of
death and evil broken and defeated. The power of the New Age
breaking into the present to touch, change, and heal. For the light to
spread outwards to dispel the dark - to drive the darkness and the
powers of darkness away.

Our Lord Jesus, when he allowed himself to be tortured and killed
allowed evil to do its worst. And he overcame not by returning evil
for evil - but by simply absorbing the worst it could do - and then
standing up undefeated - victorious.

So it has inspired Christians down the centuries to stand up for him
and his kingship. To stand up for what is right in spite of the worst
that could be done to them - and some terrible things have been done,
and continue to be done. And yet in the name of our Lord, and in the
power of his resurrection to love enemies, to pray for persecutors,
and to do good to those who would do evil to them.

I would be a fool and a liar to suggest that all Christians everywhere
and at all times have done this - but it is the example our Lord gives
us and the calling and challenge he lays before us. And, thank God,
there are great examples of Christians who have been able to do this
- as well as countless unknown and yet equally faithful.

We may not find ourselves at the centre of great events - but this
world changing event of the resurrection of our Lord lies at the heart
of how we live our lives day by day. And Jesus who is alive invites us
to allow him to be part of our lives. To be light in our darkness. To
give to us joy - and peace that passes all human understanding. And so
our candle sparks into life to dispel darkness and to pass the light on.

Happy Easter

From the Rector - Peter Hallett
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The Drawing and Painting group will continue
next term at the Village Hall. Sessions are held
every Monday morning from 10am until noon
and will start on April 16th and run until June
25th.

Anyone interested in joining this group should
contact Jenny Sparkes at Wincanton Adult
Learning on 01963 33246

Bowden Bees
Ken and Jane Jeanes tell me that
they have a good stock of their local
honey, which has proved very popular spooned
over porridge this winter. Devotees of honey are
welcome to drop in at Bowden Farm if passing
through Bowden or phone 01963 370769 and the
Jeanes may be able to deliver on their travels. The
honey is also sold at the Country Market in Win-
canton.           David Rabone

HOUSE!
House – not the TV version but the good old fashioned game of BINGO – takes place every month
in the village hall. Organised by the REVELLERS CARNIVAL CLUB (Shaftesbury) to raise money to
build and run their carnival float, there is usually a good turn out for this event but more people are
welcome. If you fancy doing something new and have not been before, why not pop along and give
it a try! Normally held at 7.30pm on the first Friday in each month, please note that  they have
brought the April meeting forward so forthcoming dates are March 30th, May 4th, June 1st and July 6th.
For further information, please contact Sue Aldridge on 01963 362046.

Since I have volunteered to help with the production of our ‘Wots On’ magazine, I hope
readers will indulge me in one of my passions – local history. I would like to try and find
the oldest building or monument in the parish.

There is no doubt that people have lived in the Henstridge area for thousands of years.
The natural phenomenon of water springs emanating from the ground near the tops of
ridges probably meant that ancient Britons could live here in relative safety. Some books
claim that the name Henstridge is an abbreviation of ‘Hengist’s Ridge’, implying that the
name means ‘Ridge of the Stallions’. Hengist and Horsa were leaders of the the Jute
invaders from Jutland (Denmark/northern Germany) who roamed the south east of
England on their horses when the Romans left in the 5th century A.D.

In the ensuing 700 years, the local area saw a succession of further invaders; Angles,
Saxons, Vikings, Normans passed through and some became local natives. Reputedly,
the Knights Templar had a local horse riding school to train their members for active

service at the time of the 12th century Crusades.

The oldest monument I have so far found in the parish is the
remains of a mediaeval cross that is thought to have been
constructed in the 15th century. It lies in the church yard about
20 yards (metres?) east of the door to the vestry, adjacent to
the grave of Nathaniel Bridges, erstwhile rector of this parish.

If anyone can point me at similar ancient local artefacts, please
give me a ring on 01963 362892.

David RaboneHengist & Horsa share a joke
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At Henstridge School, the Balsam Centre and South Somerset
District Council joined together with a number of village and
local organisations to offer a 'do something day' on 20th Janu-
ary.  Paper marbling, mosaic making, line dancing, juggling,
healthy food  and computer classes were all on offer and the
day finished with a brisk walk along Park Lane in the January
sunshine.   If you would like more information
on opportunities in Henstridge please contact Sue Place at the
Balsam Centre on 01963 31842.

NEWS FROM THE LIONS DEN

This is the first news bulletin from the BLACKMORE VALE LIONS
CLUB for WOTS ON
and I hope it will become a regular feature.

The Lions Xmas float appeal raised over £4000 and thanks go to all
Henstridge villagers who joined with many nearby villages and sup-
ported our colourful Santa and his sleigh as he toured the villages. As
already advised we were able to make a donation to the Henstridge
village hall.

Over 500 runners took part in our recent half marathon, it is expected to raise well over £4000, a
fantastic event attracting top runners from many clubs.

Other fund raising events include our annual swim marathon, we already have 33 teams competing.

Mark at the BIRD IN HAND will be raffling an Easter Egg for us again, one of many placed in vari-
ous pubs in the area in the run up to Easter. Thanks Mark.

A golf competition will in held in October.

These are just a few of the many events planned for 2007.

From the monies raised at these events we will be able to continue helping local good causes and
individual needy people - that is why our motto is WE SERVE.

For any information please contact your local Lion Peter Oswick on 01963 363281
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HENSTRIDGE UNITED FOOTBALL
CLUB

With the season over half way through, the Saturday side has had mixed fortunes in
both cup and league competitions. With the weather and occasional player shortage several games
have not been played and fixtures will pile up at the end of the season.

The Sunday side have also been hit with cancellations but have been doing well in the matches that
have been played. Spirit is good and the lads are enjoying playing.

The youth side has not played recently but they are doing well in the league, again spirit is high and
the standard is good with some of them playing on Sunday mornings.

We have had a memorial bench made in Peter Jackson’s (Jacko) memory and hope to site it outside
the Bird in Hand.

The Parish Council has been approached and is dealing with the planning consent.

There has been a spate of vandalism in the ‘rec’ with damage caused to the ‘dug-outs’. This appears
to happen late on Friday evenings. The Cricket Club has also had damage caused to their property.
It costs a lot of money to supply and repair these items. It has got to stop and when the identity of
the culprit(s) is known, action will be taken against them.

The new changing rooms project will begin in the next few weeks with the setting up of a commit-
tee comprising representatives from the three village sports clubs which will be known as Hen-
stridge Sports Clubs so that funding will hopefully be easier to obtain.

Les Jales
Chairman

LADIES FELLOWSHIP :

A new group for women to meet together for fellowship, prayer and
fun over a cup of tea.

The Ladies Fellowship has come about because the Henstridge branch of the Mothers’ Union has
closed and the members wished to continue to meet together.

Please join us at any of the meetings listed below – a warm welcome awaits you.

Thursday     19th April   Wells Cathedral Midday Prayer followed by lunch. Contact 370535
Wednesday 9th May   2 pm     12 Townsend Farm Barton, Henstridge.     Contact 362465
Wednesday 13th June 2 pm   Treetops, Whitechurch Lane, Yenston.     Contact 370535
Wednesday 11th July  2pm   19 Old Station Gardens, Henstridge.      Contact 363504

(date to be confirmed)
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Parent and Carers Toddler Group

The Parent and Carers Toddler Group has got off to a
flying start.

We would like to say thank you to all those people who
donated toys and also a huge thank you to Jane from The
Balsam Centre in Wincanton for providing us with a range
of different toys every week from The Toy Library Ser-
vice.

The group meets every Monday, during Term time, from
1.30pm- 3.00pm in the Explorers Playgroup building at St Nicholas Primary School. The cost is
£1.00 per family. Come along and join in the fun!

Anna Swinburn

News from Explorers Playgroup.

This term the children have been involved in activities
relating to Chinese New Year. As part of the celebra-

tions, Mrs Cheryl Le Sueur (one of our parents) visited
Explorers to show and help the children make Chiao-tzu (
Chinese dumplings) which was great fun. The children then
tasted the dumplings at snack time with a variety of Chi-
nese sauces.

We shall also be joining St Nicholas Primary School for
their annual Easter Hat Parade and Easter Egg Hunt at the end of term.

For more information or to arrange a visit to Explorers Playgroup, please contact Mrs Anna Swin-
burn ( Supervisor) on 07792240804 or 01963 363228.

A  simple and FREE Emergency Information Scheme for anyone with a medical
condition, sponsored by the Blackmore Lions, for use by anyone who feels

vulnerable while living at home.

It provides emergency services with vital details of any illness or allergy, and a
contact name if they are called to your home.

Get your free bottle here – 01 963 363 340
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That is the amount we have been given, or pledged, in response to the Tower Appeal. We actually
have a little over £16,800 in the bank - the rest is pledged. When you take into account the income
tax we can reclaim because many of the gifts were “Gift Aided” the sum rises to £52,432.

This is absolutely amazing! When I first read the Quinquennial Survey Report produced by our
architect `I was not a happy bunny! The architect’s estimate for the costs of the work, excluding fees
and VAT (where applicable) came to well over £40,000. As you will know, thinking is was a
realistically achievable figure we launched an Appeal for £25,000 - although I did say that to do all the
work indicated in the report would need over £40,000. And we always said that in
the event of raising more than the appeal target it would enable us to do
more.

Thanks to the generosity of many folk we have raised near-
ly twice the appeal target! On behalf of the Churchwar-
dens and Parochial Church Council I thank everyone
who has so generously supported this appeal. The
Friends of St Nicholas Fund is always open and will
happily receive more dona- tions. In the short term this
covers us against things costing more than anticipated,
and unexpected items of work cropping up. It also en-
ables us to more seriously con- sider how we might make the
building more useful for the com- munity beyond Sunday Services.

We have asked the architect to draw up specifications to do the various items of work. The PCC
will soon be considering these - and when they have been agreed we will begin the process of
obtaining a Faculty (the Church’s version of Planning Permission) to carry out the work. It is sincerely
hoped that we will make a substantial start on this work before too long.

In case you wander into the church in the next few days, don’t be alarmed! Work planned well before
the Tower Appeal was launched is at last under way. The loose plaster in the Chancel and North
Chapel is being replaced - and just to cheer you up, the work in the Chancel is being paid for by the
Church Commissioners because they are the Lay Rector!

As promised, we will keep you in touch with what’s happen-
ing through reports in Wots On - and by other means as we
can.

Many thanks,

Peter Hallett
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WI report
Our New Year has started on a high note with several new members. We have al-
ready enjoyed a talk by Marcus Giles about his journey by pony and trap from John
O'Groats to Land's End. Our February meeting educated us in the way women  (and
men) were dressed in the 17th Century. It really opened our eyes to life in the Middle
Ages. In March we are 'learning ' how to make Dorset Buttons.

 Our Table Top Sale in was held in March and was a great success success with every-
one enjoying the bacon rolls and soup!!.

The WI has decided to host the Annual Village New Year Quiz beginning in January 2008. Obvious-
ly too early as yet to give a date but we want to make this an event that everyone will look for-
ward to in the long dark month after Christmas when not much else is happening.

Our May outing is in the planning stage and we hope to go on a canal trip with lunch .Our diary is
also full with our Group Skittles Competition, Group Social in Templecombe in March  and a var-
ied selection of speakers for our monthly meetings. Our Garden Meeting and August outing are
also in the planning stages.

Anybody else interested in joining us will be very warmly welcomed and we meet in the School
Hall on the 3rd Tues. of each month at 19.30. Gill Holt on 363614 will be pleased to give you fur-
ther information.

Meetings 7.45pm in Village Hall
open to both ladies & gentlemen

Entrance £1.00p  Refreshments 20p  Enquiries 01 963 363340

Mar 7th  Community Policing  Talk by P.C.S.O. D.Travers
Apr 4th  Show business Memories Talk Mr. J.White
May 2nd  Skittles    Bird in Hand – 7.30
Jun 6th  The Japanese Kimono Display & talk Mrs. G.Forrest
Jul 4th  Garden Party    10 Park Road
Sep 5th  Inner Sanctums  Slides & talk Mr. R.Curtis
Oct 3rd  Florence Nightingale  Talk Mr. D.Hawkes
Nov 7th  Into the heart of Borneo Slides & talk Mr.S.Mathews
Dec 5th  Christmas Party  TBA

Meetings – Village School 7.30pm
Mar 20th  “Dorset Buttons”   Demonstration by Gladys Locker.
Apr 17th “Garden Design & Landscaping”.   Illustrated talk by Alan Dodge.
May 15th Resolutions.   Speaker – VCO
Jun 19th “The Samaritans”.   Talk by Volunteers
Jul 17th  “Garden Party” Social evening
Aug 21th “Outing”
Sep 18th “Arab Costume & Jewellery”.  Demonstration by David Hawkes MBE.
Oct 16th “The Work of a Solicitor”.  Talk by John Foster-Pegg
Nov 20th  AGM.
Dec 18th “A Musical Evening & Christmas Party”  led by Anna Maria Piecha
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“Where is this?”
The answer to the “Who am I” quiz in the last

issue was Ann Frost. The first correct entry out
of the hat was Mrs Rona Kingsbury

CONGRATULATIONS!
Now, just to tease you this time.

Where is this?
Answers please on the entry form in the Post
Office to be placed in the box provided.
The winning entry of the “WHERE IS COMPE-
TITION” will be drawn on 20th April at the
LOOSE ENDS coffee morning in the Village
Hall

LATE  STOP
After all the press reports about the end of
local shops and post offices, I am very pleased
to be able to say that we are lucky enough to
still have ours! In fact the shop seems to be
trying very hard by offering an increased range
of goods. I like the new range of bread and the
crumpets have been superb! Another new line
I like is the potato cakes; delicious with egg
and bacon.

David Rabone

The provisional date for the Yenston Gala is
Saturday June 16th and the event should take
place at Home Farm, as previously.

Further details from Fiona Eaden on 01963
370395

Loose Ends
Loose Ends is an informal social gathering which
takes place in the village hall every Friday morning,
from 10.30am ‘till noon. Aimed at improving com-
munity life in Henstridge, the idea is that people
meet and talk and see what develops.

We first got together on October 6th and we
normally have  about 10 – 20 people each week
with occasional visits from the SSDC Community
Development Officer and the new Police Commu-
nity Support Officer (PCSO).

Initially, ideas for the future included such things as
walks, mobility scooter rides and bus trips to the
seaside. However, Christmas rushed upon us and
our thoughts turned elsewhere during the winter
months.

Even so, if you are ever at a ‘loose end’ on Friday
mornings, please come down to the lounge in the
village hall for a chat and a cuppa, meet the neigh-
bours and find out what is going on in the village.

David Rabone
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By Nancy Mauger
There has been a Mother’s Union Branch in Henstridge for 90 years. Now, sadly, things have to
change.

In 1876, Mary Sumner, the wife of the Rector of Old Alresford, near Winchester, founded the
Mother’s Union. She was inspired by realizing, when her first baby was born, how much she needed
help in bringing up her child. Her own Christian upbringing gave her a vision of her responsibility
and how all mothers needed some help in, what she called, the most important job in the world,
for which one rarely gets any training. She started meetings and classes by gathering the young
women from her husband’s parish together very successfully and the Mother’s Union was born.

The idea spread, branches were formed and the movement
grew rapidly. Poverty was rife and Mary Sumner knew these
women needed more support and help.

By 1921, the Mother’s Union had spread overseas and was the
largest women’s organization in the world, numbering 400,000.
Now, in 2007, it numbers over 3.5 million members. Recently, a
branch has been formed in Iraq. The Mother’s Union has 5 ob-
jects of Christian teaching; in marriage, bringing up children,
supporting family life (especially in times of trouble), and to
maintain world-wide fellowship within its membership. Prayer
and sharing our faith is very important, also supporting ‘Make
poverty history’, Justice and Fair Trade.

The Mother’s Union now has many projects in the Bath & Wells diocese, some of which the Hen-
stridge Mother’s Union has been able to participate in, such as making story bags for the school
children, knitting blankets for overseas babies, sewing small gowns
for premature and still-born babies and knitting wee booties and
bonnets. We also support the Women’s Refuge Centre, the
Children’s Society and give anniversary cards to the children who are
Baptised in our church. One other means of helping our friends
overseas is raising money to help start small projects in our link are-
as and also for the Relief Fund; this helps in times of disaster, such as
the stricken areas badly flooded in Mozambique. Other national and
international projects are the Literacy and Development, and Parent-
ing classes. Somerset also has Contact Centres where separated
families can meet their children.

Little did Mary Sumner foresee in 1876 how her vision would devel-
op into a large international organisation with a huge membership!

In 1917, a branch of the Mother’s Union was formed in Henstridge,
initially with 8 members, which rapidly grew to 23, and later to 48.
Now, after 90 successful years, membership has dropped to 8 and,
through reasons of age or ill-health, no one is able to take on the

Mrs Mary Dowrick, former
Diocesan President and Mrs

Janet Stanmden, former
Deanery President, cut the

cake

Thanksgiving for the life and work
of the Henstridge Branch

Continued on next page
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positions needed to continue to run the Branch so it has had to close.  A Service of Celebration
and Thanksgiving for the Life and Work of Henstridge Branch was held on Monday, 5th March, at
which MU members from around the district joined us.  Mary Dowrick, Diocesan President –
2004-2006, gave the address encouraging the members as they become Diocesan Members.  After-
wards everyone enjoyed a lovely tea with a wonderful cake to mark the occasion.

The Committee did a wonderful job to try and keep the Branch going but sadly ill-health has pre-
vented us from carrying on. The remaining members will all be continuing their close association
with the Mother’s Union as Diocesan Members and will meet informally as the Ladies Fellowship.

Continued from previous page

Henstridge Cricket Club

This year the club will again run both a Saturday and Sunday side. League fixtures start
in May but practice sessions/nets will begin in April.  All are welcome. Please contact

Hugo Barton on 363193 for further information.
The indoor cricket season has now nearly reached its climax. Sadly Henstridge lost to a Somerset
side in the national play-off. However the club is hopeful that we will again be the Dorset repre-
sentative side should we beat the other top teams in the county play-offs

Division 6 Fixtures  SATURDAY LEAGUE

May 5th BEAUMINSTER 2ND     HOME
May 12th PARLEY 3RD      AWAY
May 19th   WEYMOUTH LONGSHOTS HOME
May 26th ABBOTSBURY      AWAY
June 2nd BLANDFORD 3RD     HOME
June 9th CRANBORNE 2ND    AWAY
June 16th PAVILION SPORTS 2ND   HOME
June 23rd MARTINSTOWN    AWAY
June 30th CHRISTCHURCH 2ND   HOME

Division 1 Fixtures  SUNDAY LEAGUE

May 6th  STUDLAND   AWAY
May 13th   CHRISTCHURCH  HOME
May 20th  BOURNEMOUTH  AWAY
May 27th  MUDEFORD   HOME
June 3rd  PARLEY    AWAY
June 10th  WAYFARERS   HOME
June 17th  POOLE TOWN  AWAY
June 24th  CRANBORNE  HOME
July 1st  KINGSTON LACY  HOME

The bell ringers of St Nicholas Church are desperately in need of some
new blood. Practice sessions on Tuesday nights are temporarily sus-
pended until some new campanologists have been found. Anyone inter-
ested in maintaining this ancient art in Henstridge is requested to
contact the Bell Captain Ellen Edwards on 362282. Musical ability is not required and training can
be provided for beginners.

Bell ringing is an enjoyable and interesting pastime. Occasionally, there is the chance to ring at oth-
er churches and the St Nicholas group have been to a bell foundry in London to see bells being
manufactured. Our church has six bells, each controlled by one person. Do please come along and
keep this old tradition.going.
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At last the village hall received their very own wheelie bin – long after the rest of the village – We
didn’t care that it was second hand and had No 16 painted on the top and on the side IT WAS

OURS!  I’m afraid the excitement did not last long as it has now disappeared, so please keep a look
out when walking around the village and lanes.

Now for some good news – we have four new committee members, Ruth Moody Parish Council
Rep, Les Jales Football Club Rep, Jeremy Swinburn Cricket Club Rep and last but not least Louise
Empson who is also our wonderful cleaner.

The new kitchen, which was donated by Magnets, has arrived and hopefully will be fitted in the Easter
Holidays.  We plan to have another Clean up and Paint Day and this will be arranged as soon as the
kitchen has been fitted.  Please look out for posters as we will need Volunteers!

We have just received notification that a funding application we submitted to South Somerset
District Council to enable us to install accessible toilets has been successful.  The Parish Council have
also agreed to support the application with a donation of £3000; for which we offer our sincere
thanks.  The grant means we can revamp the existing loos and install an accessible toilet for our
disabled and elderly users which will comply with the Disability Discrimination Act.  With all the
other donated sanitary ware, when fitted and decorated, I am sure the toilets at long last will look
great and will finally be inclusive for all our users.

We are also looking forward to spring and better weather (i.e. It stops raining long enough) when
the outside cladding can be painted, financed with funding donated by the Lions Club.

The Computer Classes taking place at the moment are very popular and hopefully another class will
be arranged for those of us unlucky enough to have missed out this time around.

Unfortunately due to problems with the entertainment licence we cannot hold the Moviola Films just
yet – but it will happen – Honest!

We would also like to take this opportunity to say a BIG THANK YOU to all of our regular users
for their continuing support.

Lastly the AGM will be held on May 21st 2007 at 7.30pm and we look forward to seeing you there.

For all hall bookings please call Flo Cornish on 01963 362543.  For all other enquiries please call Sam
Healy on 01963 362486.

Lesley Best
Acting Secretary

The line dancing group is going well at the mo-
ment.  A recent influx of new members has

resulted in weekly attendance rising  to more
than a dozen.  If you fancy joining them, they
meet in school term-times at 7.45pm. - at the
village hall.  Ros Browning can give you all the

info. and she is on  01963 363016
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The school has had a busy time over the last few months. We
enjoyed a very busy Christmas period with the school fair,

Christmas Performance of “It’s a baby” with over 100 people watch-
ing, with the School Association paying for our final piece of the Christmas cheer as
the children went to The Octagon to see Cinderella.

It was great to be involved in the Christmas celebrations at the church and we enjoyed
taking part in the Carol service and Christingle service – it was quite magical.

This term we have held host to a community day where we saw a lot of the village coming
into the school to see what was available and the outreach services from the Balsam
Centre.

In January we had a very successful evening raising money for some new PE equipment
for the hall at our Race Night in the Village Hall. Thank you to everyone who came along
and supported us and helped us raise the staggering amount of £850. We are absolutely
thrilled by the result and are looking forward to the installation of the equipment.

As Easter approaches we are getting ready for our yearly Easter Hat Parade and draw.
Egg hunts will take place followed by a special service in the church. We still need to
finish the Learning Garden so if there are any willing volunteers who can spare some
time to help us dig and plant then please let us know.
We currently have some vacancies on our Governing Body. If you are or have been a
parent of a child at the school and would be interested in becoming a governor and
helping the school to succeed then please contact the school for more details.

Graeme Wilson  Headteacher

St Nicholas Church of England
Primary School
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Swing into Spring with the St Nicholas Singers
The St Nicholas Singers will be offering a tasty mixture of tra-
ditional English and American spiritual songs at their concert
on April 28. In St Nicholas Church. The choir, which
is attached to the parish church - venue for the
7.30pm entertainment -will be conducted by music
teacher and church organist Liz Holbrook.

Among the additional special features will be solo perfor-
mances by another talented music teacher and player, clarinetist
Russel Shipley, who lives in the village with his wife Ruth and two
young children.

A native of Philipsburg, Pennsylvania, Russel studied at Pennsylvania State University and
gained his masters degree in music from the Cleveland Institute of Music. He played with
the Virginia Symphony Orchestra and Virginia Opera before joining the US Army where
he featured, mostly as principal clarinet, in a variety of army bands for 24 years. A career
highlight was performing at the inauguration of President Ronald Reagan.

While serving with the 76th US Army Band in Germany he met his future wife, a flautist,
when both were appearing at a military band festival in Bridport. Russel teaches clarinet,
flute and saxophone and has played with the Salisbury Chamber Society and Salisbury
Symphonia.

The Templecombe Recorder Consort will play selections from their repertoire and there
will also be songs from the children of St Nicholas Church of England Primary School and
a solo performance from talented young Irish dancer Adele Kirby.

Tickets, at £5, are available from Roger Scott, Mons, Church Street (tel: 362780) and
Patricia Thompson, Quiet Corner Farm (tel: 363045). Wine and soft drinks will be
served in the interval. Proceeds will go to St Nicholas Church.

Henstridge Brownies had lots of fun this term starting with a visit to Yeovil Fire
station on the coldest evening of the winter. This meant we could not play with
the hoses because of the risk of icing up the yard! We have had a talent show and
sung lots of songs. We enrolled 2 Brownies and were really pleased to welcome visi-
tors who entered into the spirit of the evening by joining us in a musical activity. We were invited
to a party run by Wincanton Rangers to celebrate the Chinese New Year. We took part in Dragon
Boat racing, made Chinese lanterns and crated some wonderful Dragons. Next term we hope to
be out and about in the village.

We are always ready to welcome new members. If you are 7 or nearly 7 and think you might like
to belong to the biggest organisation for girls and young women in the world please give me a ring
(01963 370769). We have girls who attend 6 different primary schools so please get in touch with
Jane Jeanes (01963 370769). Jeanette Barnes who is one of our Guiders was chosen to be part of
the colour party who carried the South West Region Commissioner's standard at the Thinking Day
Service in London last month.

Jane Jeanes

Brownies
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A report  by Nancy Mauger

A coffee morning to promote Fair Trade was held at Henstridge Vicarage on Sat-
urday March 10th, by the kind invitation of the Rector, Rev. Peter Hallett. The
event was well attended and appeared to be an enjoyable occasion. Thanks to Liz
& Bob Tranter, Ellen Edwards, Catherine, Lady Crauford and Joy Mauger for all
their help and, of course, to Peter Hallett. Thanks also to everyone who came and
supported the event which raised £100. The money will be sent to Traidcraft Exchange who spon-
sor small growers and producers in very poor areas of the world, giving them a fair price for their
products.

One of the beneficiaries of Traidcraft are bee-keepers in both Africa and Chile. The honey is very
important as it enables the bee-keepers to make enough money to send their children to school,
feed them and save for medical care if needed (no free education or NHS in these countries). Not
only is honey a very important food and a financial asset to bee-keepers, the bees themselves are a
vital part of our environment for pollination of all crops for farmers world-wide. It has been re-
ported that bees are dying in many countries, which may lead to a disaster.

Computering in Henstridge
By David Rabone

The computer course held in the village hall on Thursday mornings is proving a great success. Run
by Yeovil College, the course aims to teach the basics of using a computer. Ten people started the
course but this has rapidly grown to the maximum of fourteen. Abilities seem to range from the
absolute beginner to competent people who are trying to update their skills and see what new
computers with up to date software packages can do. There is an informal atmosphere and every-
one has learnt something.

The course lasts 10 weeks and the current course runs until April 26th. Each session lasts 2 hours
(we normally take a coffee break in the middle) and the course costs £15. If you are interested,
why not come to the village hall on Thursday mornings between 10 – 12 and see what goes on. To
book a place on the next course, please telephone Katrina Smith on 01935 845393.
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Would you be interested in
being involved in developing a
plan for the future of our com-
munity?
At present, 22 Parishes in South Somerset are at various stages of producing a Parish Plan, which can be
used to encourage local communities and statutory organisations to engage in joint working to develop
and deliver local solutions where it is feasible and practical to do so, and to support applications for fund-
ing projects by providing robust evidence of need.

There can be a number of advantages to rural parishes in producing a Parish plan, such as:

 Improved engagement between the Parish Council and the community;
 The community Parish Plan group is able to apply for project funding not available to Parish

Councils;
 High levels of participation across all age groups in the process;
 Building capacity of individuals and groups to deliver projects;
 An agreed long term vision and action plan for the whole community;
 Evidence of need recorded;
 Higher success in applying for external funding of projects;
 Clusters of parishes working together to achieve a common need;
 Improved links with public private and statutory bodies to deliver prioritised actions.

This is not a process that is carried out by the Parish Council (although the Parish Council are in support
of the production of a plan) but by a distinct and independent group. However, any plan produced would
of course, help to better inform the Parish Council of the wishes and requirements of the people that it
represents and wherever possible the Parish Council would look to support development of the commu-
nity goals.

So if you think that helping to shape the future of your community is something that you would be inter-
ested in doing, please contact the Parish Clerk, Rachel Walker on 01963 370388 henstridgepc@aol.com
for further details.

April Rain
It isn’t raining rain to me,

...It’s raining daffodils;
In every dimpled drop I see
...Wild flowers on the hills.

The clouds of grey engulf the day
...And overwhelm the town –

It isn’t raining rain to me,
...It’s raining roses down.

It isn’t raining rain to me,
...But fields of clover bloom

Where any buccaneering bee
...May find a bed and room.
A health unto the happy,

...A fig for him who frets –
It isn’t raining rain to me,

...It’s raining violets.
..........Robert Loveman
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We have now received the results of the traffic survey conducted by Somerset Highways. It will
shock everyone as it has identified there were over 25000 vehicle movements through the village in
a week and of that over 19000 exceeded the speed limit!!
This is outrageous !!
It is no wonder that Highways have referred this to the Police for action.
A separate survey is now to be undertaken by Highways to specifically target Heavy Goods Vehi-
cles we will have the results of this soon when further action will be agreed with all parties.

In the meantime our local policeman PCSO Dave Travers has informed us that he will
be monitoring traffic speed in Henstridge on a regular basis. »

SO WATCH YOUR SPEED !! YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED !!

Progress is being made but we still have some way to go yet.

For more information please contact your nearest committee member.
  Peter Oswick 363281    Cliff Frost 363340

 Roy Schofield 362465   Dennis Bell 362034
Parish Council liaison is with Paul Brighten 362602

Email:- peter.oswick@btinternet.com

Henstridge Traffic Census
A census of vehicular traffic was conducted in January 2007 between

13.00 Wednesday 17th and 12.00 Wednesday 24th.
NB. The census did not differentiate between private and commercial vehicles. Traffic was monitored at
two points

1. The electric sub-station on the Stalbridge road (ref 90321188)
2. Opposite the Bird-in-Hand Public House (ref 9031187)
Traffic was monitored going both north   and south at these points, recording their speed and the time

of day.

Total number of
vehicles over the

census period

Number of vehicles
exceeding 30mph

Number of vehicles
exceeding 40mph

Number of vehicles
exceeding 50mph

Entering village from
Stalbridge going north 12814 8634(66%) 1284(10.2%) 70(0.55%)

Exiting village to Stal-
bridge going south 12942 10874(84%) 2656(20.5%) 259(2%)

Exiting village towards
A30 going north7925 7925 1390(17%) 19(0.24%) 0

Entering village from
A30 going south
15645

15545 3825(25%) 156(1%) 3(0.2%)
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Bell Ringers Ring Mrs Edwards (362282) for details

Brownies Each Monday 6 pm St Nicholas School

CAMEO 1st Wednesday each month 7.45 pm Village Hall

Drawing & Painting Each Monday 10 am Village Hall

Explorers Play Group Daily during term times 9.00 am St Nicholas School

Ladies Fellowship Ring Mrs Schoffield (362465) for details

Line dancing Each Thursday 7.45 pm Village Hall

Loose Ends Each Friday 10.30 am Village Hall

Parents & Carers
Toddlers Group

Daily during term times 1.30 pm St Nicholas School

RevellersCarnival Bingo 1st Friday in each month 7.30 pm Village Hall

St Nicholas Singers Each Monday 8 pm St Nicholas Church

TaeKwonDo Each Tuesday 6 pm Village Hall

Women’s Institute 3rd Tuesday in each month 7.30 pm School Hall

NORMAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR REGULAR MEETINGS IN HENSTRIDGE

Always confirm with the contact listed on inside front cover that a
meeting on a particular date is taking place

THIS MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED BY THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF ST NICHOLAS CHURCH, HENSTRIDGE.

Jane Jeanes
Bowden Farm Cottage

Bowden
Tel : 370769

admb75@ukgateway.net

Judith Rabone
8 Park Road
Henstridge
Tel: 362892

counthouse@aol.com

THE REVD PETER HALLETT
THE VICARAGE, CHURCH STREET, HENSTRIDGE BA8 0QE

TEL: 01963 362266
 halatvic@aol.com

MARTIN RIDGEWELL
1, FURGE LANE

HENSTRIDGE
TEL:363673

MICHAEL SMITH
ENDICOTT

VALE STREET
TEL:363226
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This year’s grand village spectacular will have a Scottish theme
so dig out your tartan for our annual event. All the usual fund
raising stalls are planned (I hope the strawberries and cream
return again this year!) …. Plus new ideas welcome. For further
information and to book a stall, please contact;

Bridget Hallett 01963 362266
Liz Holbrook 01963 363193
Sam Healy  01963 362486


