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The Reverend Peter Hallett

G
reetings:� A weatherman once 
described an English summer as 
two hot days followed by a 

thunderstorm!� Well, I can’t remember 
any thunderstorms recently - but the 
hot days seem to have come in their 
twos and threes.� I am not a sun wor-
shipper - the very opposite in fact.� 
When it starts getting too hot my in-
stinct is to hide in the shade and wait 
for it to pass.� Not that I like it cold and 
miserable.� I guess when it comes to the 
weather I am hard to please!

But the summer has not just been 
marked by the weather.�  The bomb 
blasts in the London Tubes still rever-
berate.�  We find it difficult to under-
stand how anyone could do such a 
deed.�  To us it is perverted and evil.� 
No one in their right mind could do it.� 
And yet to someone with a different 
set of� values and beliefs it could be the 
most rational of acts.�  This is not to 
excuse what was done, but I reckon 
that unless we understand what really 
makes ‘suicide bombers’ tick we will 
never be able deal with them.

It is a tragedy that the response to the 
terrorist threat is that many freedoms 

we have struggled for, enjoyed and 
taken for granted may well be under-
mined.� And the very tolerance that has 
been a hallmark of British society will 
be eroded.

This issue of Wots On takes us through 
the autumn and up to Christmas.� In the 
middle of this period we observe Re-
membrance-tide - when we recall those 
men and women who laid down their 
lives in the service of this country - but 
I am glad that this is sandwiched be-
tween Harvest and Christmas which 
speak of life and celebration of good 
things.�  Harvest which celebrates the 
fruitfulness of the earth and human 
labour - and Christmas celebrating the 
birth of the Christ Child, who came to 
bring eternal life to all who will receive 
him.

I believe the ultimate answer to those 
who sow death in their cause, is for 
Christians to proclaim life and life in its 
fullness.�  This is the promised gift of 
Jesus Christ.� The answer to those who 
would sow fear is to live life with the 
love and courage that is God’s precious 
gift in the Holy Spirit.�  It’s easy to say 
this sat here in my comfortable study in 
rural Somerset.� I pray that God would 
save me from the “time of trial” - but I 
also pray that should I be confronted 
with this ‘evil’ directly and personally, 
the Lord will give me the grace to live 
the words I say.
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O n 2nd November, PROFESSOR EDMUND BOSWORTH, formerly 
Professor of Arabic Studies at Manchester University and 

currently Churchwarden at Ansford Church, will talk about ISLAM 
and other major faiths. The talk, in St Nicholas Church, will commence at 2.30 pm. 
Tea will be served at the conclusion, which will give those present an opportunity 
of talking with the Professor.
Admission is FREE, and all are welcome

ISLAM ET AL

Meeting in the Village Hall at 7.45pm

(Venue for future meetings to be advised)

Sep. 7th - “My life as a Bluebell” – talk by Angela Linley

 Oct 5th - “In the Jaws of the Dragon”

    an illustrated talk by Stewart Matthews

 Nov. 2nd- “South Somerset, Real Jurassic Park” 

    talk by Steve Cobbins

Dec. 7th - “Xmas Party” – TBA

 Contact Ann Frost – tel 01 963 363 340

Concern has been expressed about 
the height of new building in

Summerfields
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It becomes a memory so soon!

But looking back, it was a very 
good day at the seaside. Heard in 
several quarters to "be the best 

yet".

"Thank you" from me to all those 
who made it so, particularly to 

those who attended the workshops and worked behind 
the scenes for weeks ahead of the day.

�A special thank you to Dave Pulling for the backdrop to 
the stage, and to Cyril and Sam for the staging.�

There was lots more help given before the event and that was welcome.�

And Thank You to everyone who came - to run the stalls,� entertain us, or to 
spend lots of money.�

All money is now in - all the bills have been paid. A copy of the accounts is 
pinned on the new church notice board.�

Lots of groups have raised money for 
themselves of which I have

no information.�

But the profit I hold from Hen-
stridge-by-the-Sea Jostle is £1,156.65. 
This will be divided equally between 
The Babe Appeal, Henstridge Play 

Area, and St Nicholas Church.

Henstridge by the Sea
Bridget remembers
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OUCH!     By Marion Lovelace

'If you gently touch a nettle it'll sting you for your pains; Grasp it like a 
lad of mettle, an’ as soft as silk remains.’

S
o the old proverb goes. Clearly I have not grasped any 
nettles firmly enough in my life as whenever I have tried 
I have come away stung, even through cotton gardening 

gloves. Nettles have the habit of growing up strongly from 
near the centre of garden shrubs and so are difficult to get at 
and so more likely to inflict a sting.

Listening to Farming Today on the radio recently, I heard that a taller form of 
nettle was being grown as an experimental crop, which may help to give diversity 
for farmers. The nettle stalk is very fibrous and this new variety may have uses in 
upholstery fabrics.

At the top of the Recreation Ground there is a nettle patch. Many years ago my 
youngest son and I picked some of these nettles that had butterfly eggs on them. 
We kept them in big sweet jars and as the caterpillars grew they ate so vora-
ciously that we had to pick fresh nettles twice a day. Eventually the caterpillars 
went into their chrysalis stage and after some while could be observed all moving 
in exact unison. The time came for the butterflies to emerge and all on the same 
day they did.  When they were ready it was a delight to watch almost a hundred 
small tortoiseshell butterflies fly away from the bedroom window out across the 
garden.

The nettles that sting us are called the Common Nettle and the Small Nettle. 
They grow in Europe, North Africa and parts of Asia. There is a variety called 
the Roman Nettle that grows near the sea in the east of England. This has an 
even sharper sting. Dead Nettles, which have no sting, belong to a different fami-
ly. Their flowers are white or red and contain honey.

Nature is kind to us in that it is usually possible to find the cooling leaves of the 
Dock plant growing nearby to relieve nettle stings

Much as we may sometimes feel rather sore at nettles without them we would 
not have beautiful butterflies and the poet Edward Thomas reminds us that they 
can be loveable when he says: -

“As well as any bloom upon a flower
I like the dust on nettles, never lost

Except to prove the sweetness of a shower.”
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The Village Hall Committee consists of members elect-
ed directly by a general meeting of villagers, and of 
representatives of the organisations that use the hall. 
All the directly elected members having resigned, it 
became necessary, if the the life of the village hall was 
to be revitalised,  to find other persons willing to serve. 
A general meeting of villagers was held in the Village 
Hall on Thursday 18th August for this purpose. The 
representatives of the user organisations who were 
present at the meeting confirmed their willingness to 
continue, and, in addition, four other persons offered 
to serve. The offer being willingly accepted, the per-
sons were declared elected.

The new elected members of the committee are (from 
L to R) Sam Healy, Lesley Best, John Crabb, and 
Wendy Strickland.

Village Hall Committee
stop press

The new members of the
Village Hall Committee
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We are delivering “ready-made” 
now, Mate

Esther Lomas and Jeanette Barnes were presented with 
their Queens Guide award on 30thJune and will meet the 
Countess of Wessex at a later date. They were Brownies in 
Henstridge then became Wincanton Guides and came back to us as pack 
leaders, firstly as .young leaders and then were warranted as leaders. They 
are also members of Wincanton Rangers and have just been asked to look 
after Queens Guide candidates across Somerset. They are also peer educa-
tors running interesting sessions for all age groups across the county on sub-

jects as far apart as HIV aids, bullying 
and Fair Trade. We are really proud 
of them.
Henstridge Brownies  along with their 
Guiders are taking part in the Scout 
and Guide show which takes place in 
King Arthurs School Wincanton on 
Wed 26,Thur27 and Fri28th October. 
Please come and see what Hen-
stridge young and not so young can 
do.

A drop in the ocean
  A grain of the sand
    O what can I matter
       To the Lord of the land
           The High King of heaven

  Creator of all?
Yet He knows, and He sorrows.
 Should one sparrow fall

(Catherine Craufurd)

A Drop in the Ocean
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In July, members with friends enjoyed a very happy afternoon 
at Jenny Raymond’s beautiful and amazing garden, followed by 
a delicious tea. The weather was good too!

In August the MU celebrated Mary Sumner Day with members of the 
Deanery in Ansford Church where they were joined by Mary 
Downick, the Diocesan President, and Monica Kaole from 
Zambia. Both gave very interesting talks during the well at-
tended and enjoyable service. This was followed by another 
delicious tea.

Forthcoming events will be meetings at the Vicarage in Sep-
tember and October with, in November, the annual spon-
sored Knit-in for the Children’s Society will take place.

Mothers’ Union

Mary Sumner

The Annual

WORLD’S BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING

will be held on Friday
30th September 2005

Two Coffee mornings are being held 
locally:-

Templecombe Recreation & Sports 
Club, Vine Street

from 10.15 - 12 noon
and

Framptons, High Street, Henstridge
from 10.30 am - 12 noon.

PLEASE TRY TO SUPPORT ONE 
(OR BOTH!) OF THESE EVENTS. A new notice-board at

St Nicholas Church
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A plastic bottle is placed in the fridge, with details of all illness-
es, handicaps, and medication of anyone in the household so that in the 
event of an emergency, paramedics can find out what medicines, etc they 
are on.

This scheme, organised by the Lions Clubs, is free to the user. Whilst it is 
focused on the more vulnerable people in our community, anyone can fall 
downstairs or have a car accident, so this scheme can benefit anyone, in-
cluding you. As a minimum it will save the Emergency Services valuable 
time identifying you and your emergency contacts. By telling whether you 
have special medication or allergies or not, it is a potential lifesaver and 
provides peace of mind to users and their friends and families.

The scheme starts with the homeowner or older person completing a short 
form that contains key health and social care information. The information 
includes details of their doctor, key phone numbers and addresses, cur-
rent medication and allergies. They are then asked to place the form in a 
container that has an easily recognisable green cross symbol on the front 
and to place it in the fridge. A sticker with the same green cross on it is 
attached to the front door and the outside of the fridge to let paramedic, 
ambulance and social services know that the homeowner uses Message 
in a Bottle.

All Emergency Services are aware of the Lions Message in a Bottle 
scheme, and will locate the bottle and pass it on to a doctor or hospital 
personnel in an emergency. 

Bottles may be available from Ann Frost (363 340) or the Village Shop, 

Message in a bottle

On 20th November at 11 am, congregations from Charlton Horethorn 
and Stowell will be joining with Henstridge in St Nicholas Church to 
share Holy Communion. Rev. Peter Hallett is Rector of these parishes 
as well as of Henstridge and this is part of a move to work more closely 
together. The service will be followed by a luncheon (free) and everyone 
is welcome.

Come and Join Us!!!!
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On 2nd July, the day thousands 
of people went to Edinburgh in 
support of “Making Poverty Histo-
ry”, the people of Yenston did 
their bit by holding a fete to pro-
mote Traidcraft and to raise funds 
to help poverty stricken families 
to earn money to feed their families. By kind invitation of Mr and Mrs Eaden, who 
had suggested the event, the fete was held in their garden. Both Traidcraft and the 
Mothers’ Union, who shared the £320 raised, support the fight against poverty; 
Traidcraft by using products from small farmers to sell as Fair Trade items, and the 
Mothers’ Union by teaching literacy worldwide and by setting up small projects to 
help women to get started.
The event was most enjoyable and well attended. Many thanks to everyone who 
came and supported the afternoon and to Fiona and Will Eaden for their gener-
osity.

Yenston Gala

The Sunday Side are contin-
uing to enjoy a season of 
mixed results - win 
some/lose some. The 
Saturday side have had two 
slip-ups but have otherwise 
dominated their low divi-

sion. They have hopes of 
promotion for next season.
Nets are held on Friday eve-
nings from 6.30 pm at the 
Recreation Ground.

Hugo Barton, Chairman
Tel:- 363193

Henstridge Cricket Club

Christmas Market
Saturday 26th November

2 pm - 5.30 pm

St Nicholas Church
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Henstridge United Football Club
Founded 1911

A REVIEW OF THE NEW SEASON STARTING IN SEPTEMBER.

 Pre Season Friendly Stalbridge v Henstridge Monday 29th August.

Kick-Off is at 3 pm in Stalbridge. Teams will be playing for the new trophy donat-
ed by Mrs Mary Davidge in memory of her late husband, a former popular local 
player, to be called the Doug Davidge Memorial Cup. The game will be followed 
by a BBQ.

 The 1st XI will be playing in the same Yeovil & District Premier League on 
Saturdays as last year.

 A new venture will be a 2nd XI playing in the same league Division 3, also on 
Saturdays

 The Sunday morning XI will be competing in the Blackmore Vale League Divi-
sion 2

 With the Youth XI stepping up one age group, it will be playing in the Yeovil 
& District youth League under 14 on Sunday Afternoons.

During the summer the Youth XI had success in winning the local 6-a-side tour-
nament at Henstridge Recreation Ground, and also finishing runners up in a large 
tournament at Sherborne in the same under 13 groups.

Progress is still slow on the proposed new dressing rooms, but, hopefully, a new 

hall committee will be formed at the public meeting at the hall on August 18th 
after which, work can start.

Donations to date collected from the Village, including the Bottle Donation at 
the Bird in Hand, total £1926.25. This is safe in a bank deposit account awaiting a 
start date.

Forthcoming Events

Race Night and Buffet in the Village Hall on 29th October at 7 pm

Club meetings are held on the last Monday of each month at the Bird in Hand 
Skittle Alley, commencing at 7.15 pm. All are welcome at these meetings.

Contact telephone numbers

Peter Jackson (Chairman) 363460
Graham Parsons (Secretary) 362072
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Flower Pot Men 
one of the many excellent exhibits 

at the Church Flower Festival
on 18th & 19th June

We have had some interesting events. 

A visit to Minterne Abbey was en-

joyable and a talk by 

Mr Turpin on Cacti & 

Succulents was very 

informative.

A visit to Hester-

combe on a very hot 

day in July was a disap-

pointment to several of us. 

Some people had rather elderly scones 

with their cream teas!

A Barbecue was held on 

10th August at Cherry 

Bulberry Farm, when we 

over-indulged in sau-

sages, burgers chicken 

and the most delicious 

fruit meringues. The 

evening turned a little chilly, but 

was enjoyed by all.

Henstridge Gardeners

Forthcoming events :-

14th September @ 7.30 in the Village Hall, there will be a talk by Richard 

Horswood on Alpines. Richard is the Hon Secretary of the Somerset Group of the 

Alpine Garden Society – and very knowledgeable!

On 12th October at 7.30, the AGM will be held in the Village Hall. This will be 

followed by a talk on “Winter Colour” by a speaker from Castle Gardens. We 

have been fortunate to have had several talks by staff from Castle Gardens, all of 

which have proved interesting (and provoking!). As this is our “Annual Meeting” 

wine and nibbles will be served.

The final even of the year will be the Christmas Lunch held at the Bird in Hand. 

This will be on Wednesday 14th December 

at 12.00. More details will be available shortly.

At the AGM, some or all of the committee 

will offer to stand down for someone else to 

join in the running of the Club and bring 

some fresh ideas. New suggestions for fu-

ture activities would be very welcome. At 

the end of the ’06 season, all of the commit-

tee will be standing down as we feel than the 

same people should not rule the roost indef-

initely. So, if you or someone you know 

would like to help fun the Gardening Club, 

now is your chance.

We look forward to seeing you.
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ORGANISATION CONTACT MEETING PLACE

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards - 362282 Church Tower

Bingo Mrs Sue Aldridge - 362046 Village Hall

Brownies Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

Boot Sale Teresa Pinkawa - 250897 Village Hall

 CAMEO club Ann Frost - 363340 Village Hall

Church Services Rev Peter Hallett - 362266 Church & Vicarage

Cricket Hugo Barton - 363193

Drawing & Painting Penny Smilie - 33246 Village Hall

Football
Peter Jackson - 363460
Graham Parsons - 362072

Henstridge Gardeners
Gill Egan - 370598
Angela Warden - 363257

Village Hall

House Prayer Group Nancy Mauger - 370535
Treetops, Whitechurch 
Lane, Yenston

LineDancing Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

 Mothers’ Union
Nancy Mauger - 370535
Pat Hughes - 362027

Vicarage

Parish Council
Rachel Walker (Clerk) - 
370388

Village Hall

Tai Quando Tracey Sleight - 363606 Village Hall

St Nicholas Singers
Liz Holbrook - 363193
Lizzie Jeanes - 370769

School Hall

Toddlers Gym
Sue Milligan -
01935 412137

Village Hall

Village Hall Bookings Mrs F Cornish - 362543 46, Ash Walk

 Womens’ Institute Gill Holt - 363614 School Hall

Editors note

To the best of my knowledge, the information on the calendar and the list of contacts is 
correct at the time of going to press. If there are any inaccuracies, please let me know so 

that I may do
better next time!

(Gerald 363497 or coxwall@aol.com)

The next issue will cover December  2005 to March 2006 inclusive.
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RECTOR

THE REVD PETER HALLETT

THE VICARAGE, CHURCH STREET, HENSTRIDGE BA8 0QE
TEL: 01963 362266

 halatvic@aol.com

CHURCHWARDENS

OFFICERS OF THE PCC

JUDITH RABONE

8, PARK ROAD

HENSTRIDGE 
TEL:- 362892

counthouse@aol.com

MARTIN RIDGEWELL

1, FURGE LANE

HENSTRIDGE

TEL:363673

Vice-Chair
Jane Jeanes

Bowden Farm Cottage
Bowden

Tel : 370769
jane.jeanes@ukgateway.net

Treasurer
John Hughes
5 Virginia Close

Henstridge
Tel: 362027

hughesj100@aol.com
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Compiled and printed by
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Tickets(£13.50) from
Patricia Thompson (363045)

Liz Holbrook (363193)
after 1st November

Organised by the St Nicholas Singers

St Nicholas-tide Supper
with musical entertainment


