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The Reverend Peter Hallett

Greetings, and welcome to the first issue of “Wot’s On” for 2005. And this being the 
first issue — let me wish you all (belated perhaps, but better late than never)  

A Happy New Year
 
Of course, the beginning of this year was not such a happy occasion for all too 
many.   I am thinking of the South Asian Tsunami. It was wonderful to see how the 
British public responded to this disaster with such generosity. It was amusing (if 
that’s the right word) to see governments around the world scrambling to catch up 
with the generosity of their populations. Though I was struck by the comments of 
the UN, that governments are quick to promise aid — but it sometimes never 
comes. Promises are cheap.
 
Even in the midst of such death and destruction, it was good to hear stories of 
remarkable escapes. I have heard stories from friends and relations of how they 
survived. From a friend whose daughter was holidaying in Sri Lanka, who was led 
to safety by the hotel manager when the water was up to their neck. From a 
relation, whose friend was snorkelling of the coast at Phuket in Thailand — the first 
he knew about the tsunami was when he found himself on the hotel roof!
 
If there is much to mourn — and we weep with those who weep — there are also 
things to give thanks for survival; acts of heroism as people helped each other; the 
generosity of so many towards those in mind numbing need. We must not let the 
need of so many fade from our minds as the news headlines move on to the next 
issue. Neither must we allow this dramatic event blind us to the equal needs of so 
many others — not least those suffering in Africa and elsewhere due to Aids/HIV. 
I have been struck in the last days by the numbers of people who suffer, and die, 
because of malaria.
 
These issues and events beg huge questions for us who profess 
belief in the God of love — and there are no easy answers. But 
that so many live is such poverty and vulnerability also begs huge 
questions about us. I may not be able to answer all the questions, 
or understand all the issues — but this I know: the key to all the 
answers lies in Jesus Christ, and the love of God is shown to us in 
the cross of Christ, who died to save us all.
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A New Year for Henstridge Wl and a very varied programme to come this year.

We have now met in the School Hall on 2 occasions and have enjoyed our new sur-

roundings. At our Christmas meeting held on the 21st December the committee enter-

tained the members to a performance of handbell ringing and a very different 

production of Cinderella!!. Judging by the laughter and very kind remarks later it ap-

pears to have been successful. With mulled wine and lovely food ( and company) the 

whole atmosphere was very seasonal and when the Henstridge Carol Singers arrived to regale the 

assembly there was no doubting everyone was in the festive mood.

Our January meeting featured a talk by James Foster-Pegg on Designing for Hampton Court and 

Chelsea Flower Shows.

Our meetings start at 7.30 pm in the School Hall on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. We will be play-

ing skittles fairly regularly and are planning our outings for the forthcoming year.

We are taking a stall at the Spring Fair to be held in March in the School and will hold a Table Top Sale 

in November. At the Jostle on 25th June, the Wi will once again be in attendance. We are a village 

group and as such wish to support village activities. We 

entered 2 teams in the inaugural Village Quiz in Janu-

ary and are pleased (and proud) to say that we won the 

rather splendid trophy. We will be involved with the 9 

other WIs in our group as well as representing 3 other 

WIs at the AGM in the Royal Albert Hall in June. Our 

calendar of speakers etc is printed elsewhere in this 

magazine but Gill Holt (Sect) on 01963 363614 would 

be pleased to supply additional information on the Wl if 

required.

Henstridge WI

WI Autumnal Table Top Sale

We were invited to St Nicholas School to a pre-Christmas afternoon 
where we were joined by members of the Day Centre and other friends to 
enjoy a very happy time with the children who looked after us so well.
We very much appreciated their singing and entertainment and also singing carols with 
them. This was followed by tea and delicious mince pies and shortbreads.
Thank you Mrs Pitman and children.
We continue helping with making items for the Story Bags and games at the School.
We were again very much involved with the monthly prayers in Wells Cathedral In Janu-
ary. 
On February 16th, our meeting will be addressed by the Rev Peter Hallett: On 16th March 
the theme will be “A Spiritual Journey through the East”: On 20th April we will visit Abbey 
House, Glastonbury: On18th May there will be a branch meeting in the Vicarage with the 
theme yet to be arranged.
For information abut the Mothers’ Union, ring Nancy Mauger 370535

Mothers’ Union
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The season is now well under way, the 1st XI is holding its own with a mid-table po-
sition in the Yeovil and District Premier League.
The Sunday Morning XI is in the top half of the Blackmore Vale Division 2 League, 
with cup competitions to follow.
The Youth XI have a good following on Sunday afternoons and is going well in the 
Yeovil & District Under 13 League.
The club thanks Richard of the Airfield MOT Centre Marsh Lane for providing a new 
kit for the Sunday Morning XI
The annual match with the Biddiscombe Family versus Milborne Port over 40’s was 
held at Milborne Port on December 27th  resulting in a one all draw. Donations, to-
wards a fund chosen this year by Milborne Port, will hopefully match last year’s to-
tal of £500 towards the Air Ambulance.
The main complaint the club is receiving from opposing clubs, and also from our 
own players, is the increasing amount of dog mess on both pitches. The Parish 
Council have been notified and hopefully this matter will be resolved.

Forthcoming events
Easter Draw to be held over the Easter Week-end.

Annual Dinner/Disco/Presentation Evening will be in the Village Hall on Friday 
27th May.

Club Meetings are held on the last Monday in each month at the Bird In Hand 
Skittle Alley, commencing at 7.15 pm. All are welcome at these meetings.

Contact numbers are: -
PETER JACKSON (CHAIRMAN) 363460
GRAHAM PARSONS (SECRETARY 362072
STEVE PENNY (TREASURER) 362157

Founded 1911

Celebrating St Nicholas
3rd December
 2004

An evening of 
food and music 

at
Higher Marsh 
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Almost certainly the most recognisable and popular 
scientist of the 20th Century was Albert Einstein. Al-
though a busy man he nevertheless found time to 
personally respond to letters from fans especially 
those from children.  In 1951 a little girl wrote asking 
'When did the world begin and when will it end?'

Early last year I was privileged to look into the work-

shop of a fossil collector. He was gently scraping 

away at a large piece of rock and revealing a nest of 

baby dinosaurs called prototriceratops.  These would 

not have grown to the huge triceratops but to some-

thing the size of a small cow. They would have lived 

their short lives, until disaster overtook the nest, about 

200 million years ago.

One of the great debates that shook the 19th. century 

was between Darwin's theory of evolution in his book 

'The Origin of Species'(together with the 

discoveries of fossils by Mary Anning at 

Lyme Regis, and others) and the Genesis 

account of the beginning of the world 

in the Garden of Eden. Was the 

world created in seven days or over 

millennia?  When we have dis-

cussed this at church we have 

thought 'What is a day?'  It is merely a 

period of time. Humans may measure it as 

24 hours and write it as such in  Genesis so that the 

concept could be understood but in God's eternity 

perhaps it is a much greater time span?

There are many people in the world who adhere to 

the Creationist belief particularly in parts of America 

and in places such as Puerto Rico and The Domini-

can Republic yet if ever there was a 'Jurassic Park' it 

is on these two islands. The best amber in the world 

is found in the Baltic and in The Dominican Republic, 

In the latter it has the amazing and unique quality of 

preserving creatures inside and out, not just an emp-

ty shell. Amber is a sort of plasticised sap (resin) 

which during the Carboniferous period would have 

trapped plants and in the Cretaceous period trapped 

insects. As sea levels rose the hardened amber itself 

was preserved under layers of sediment.

Now we can find fixed in amber the insects of the 

ancient jungle: a spiders web complete with its 

trapped insect prey, insects with parasites forever 

clinging to them, all sorts of ancient creatures, up to 

the size of a small gecko. Although no fig leaves from 

this pre-historic garden have ever been found we 

know that fig trees existed there because preserved 

in amber are the fig wasps( complete with fig pollen 

grains) that are particular to fig plants. Even today 

each species of fig is pollinated by a different type of 

wasp as it probably was then.

Scientists and mathematicians do not 

always have exact answers. Many new 

discoveries are first made following an 

'educated hunch'. For mathemati-

cians the great brain teaser, from Ar-

chimedes onwards, has been the 

famous Pi. We may have learnt it at 

school as 3.142 but it is in fact an infinite number.

No matter how great and advanced our scientific 

discoveries they always lead us to realise how much 

more there is to know. What an awe- inspiring place 

our planet, universe and space is and what a com-

plex, inter-dependent creation ,to be treated by us 

mere mortals with reverence and responsibility.

Albert Einstein's reply to the question "When did the 

Earth begin?" was "About 10 billion years ago" and 

"When will it end?" .... "Wait and see".

Alpha and Omega By Marion Lovelace
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WI PROGRAMME

all meetings at 7.30
in the Village School

Jan 18th "Chelsea & Hampton Court Experience"
  Talk by James Foster-Pegg
Feb 15th "The Donkey Sanctuary"
  Video by Theresa Ellard

Mar 15th “th  Visit to India"  Talk by Nancy Mauger

Apr 19th thVisit ‘Olives et al’  Sturminster Newton  

May 17th Rth Resolutions -  Speaker - VCO

Jun 21 st"Call My Bluff” Quiz - led by Larry Skeats
Jul 19th "Garden Party" - Social TBA
Aug l6th Outing - TBA
Sep 20th “Graphology" Talk - Graham Birchmore
Oct 18th “You are what you eat”
 - Hillary Mengham
Nov 15th AGM
Dec 20th “Christmas Party”

For further information
Contact Gill Holt 01 963 363 614

Cameo Programme 
 all meetings at 7.45
 in the Village Hall

Feb. 2nd "Still Musick Plays" 
 talk by Francis Eustace
Mar. 2nd  “The Life of Horatio Nelson" 
 illustrated talk by Felicity Herring
Apr. 6th "English Civil War" 
 illustrated talk by Sean Page
May 4th Skittles - 7.30pm The Bird in Hand
Jun. 1st “South Somerset, Real Jurassic 
Park" 
 talk by Steve Cobbins
Jul. 6th "Irish Music" - musical talk by Nigel 
Snook
Sep. 7 th "My life as a Bluebell" - by Angela 
Linley
Oct 5th "In the Jaws of the Dragon" 
 an illustrated talk by Stewart Mat-
thews
Nov. 2nd "Living in Cyprus" 
 an illustrated talk by Raymond Morris
Dec. 7nd "Xmas Party" - TBA
For further information contact Ann Frost - 01 
963 363340

9th March 7.30 in Village Hall
a speaker from Castle Gardens

13th April 7.00 pm 
discount evening at Castle Gardens

11th May 2.30 pm
outing to Minterne Gardens

More details will be revealed at the 
March meeting

Garden Club Programme
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8th February
3pm - 7 pm

CoxWalls Cottage
Ash End

Donations please to Church Funds

The Henstridge Bell Ringers’ and 
Friends’ Carol Singing in Yenston and 
Henstridge raised £148.  £100 has 
been sent to the Somerset and Dorset 
Air Ambulance and £48 to the Bell-
ringers Maintenance Fund. Many 

Carol Singing
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“Henstridge Line Dancers” has been 
going for over five years. We are a 
small friendly group who meet each 
Thursday at 7.45 till 8.45 during term 
time. There is a small subscription of 
£2 per session, which covers the 
cost of the Hall hire, with any excess 
going into the School Funds. So if 
you want some exercise, a bit of a 
chat and don’t take line dancing too 
seriously, then PLEASE JOIN US

Ros Browning – 01963 363016

OPEN GARDENS

18th - 19th July

At the moment there are only four gardens to 

be open - any other offers gratefully received.

Exhibitors are covered by the Red Cross in-

surance

In aid of the Red Cross

Flower Show

in the Church

If you would like to take part
please contact

Margaret Ridgewell
01963 363673

18th - 19th July

Friday 4th March
12 noon to 2 pm

St Nicholas Church

Including (until 3 pm) 
sale of

Fair Trade Foods
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FEBRUARY SEE PAGE 22 FOR CONTACTS

1 Tuesday 7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Ringing (Church)

2
Wednes-
day

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

7.45 pm  “Still Musick Plays” -  a talk by Frances Eustace                 
(Village Hall)

3 Thursday 7.45 - 8.45 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

4 Friday 10.00 - 10.45 am & 11.00 - 11.45 am Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)

5 Saturday

6
Sunday
next before
Lent

11 am Sing Glory! Worship for all ages
12 noon Holy Communion (BCP)
11.00  am- 1.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)
6.30 Evensong

7 Monday

10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
6.45 pm PC Planning Committee meets to consider applications (Vil-
lage Hall)
7.30 Parish Council Meeting (Village Hall)

8 Tuesday 7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Ringing (Church)

9
Wednes-
day

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

10 Thursday 7.45 - 8.45 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

11 Friday 10.00 - 10.45 am & 11.00 - 11.45 am Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)

12 Saturday

13
Sunday
Lent 1

9.30 am Holy Communion
11.00  am- 1.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)

14 Monday 10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
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FEBRUARY SEE PAGE 22 FOR CONTACTS

15 Tuesday
7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Ringing (Church)

7.30  WI  “The Donkey Sanctuary” (School Hall)

16
Wednes-
day

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

2.30  World-wide Wave of Prayer service and AGM (Vicarage)

17 Thursday

18 Friday 10.00 - 10.45 am & 11.00 - 11.45 am Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)

19 Saturday

20
Sunday
Lent 2

11.00 am Holy Communion
11.00  am- 3.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)
6.30 pm Evensong

21 Monday

10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
7.30 pm PC Planning Committee meets to consider applications 
(Village Hall)

22 Tuesday 7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Ringing (Church)

23
Wednes-
day

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

24 Thursday 7.45 - 8.45 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

25 Friday 10.00 - 10.45 am & 11.00 - 11.45 am Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)

26 Saturday

27
Sunday
Lent 3

9.30 am Morning Prayer
11.00  am- 1.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)

28 Monday
10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
7.15 pm Football Club Meeting (Bird in Hand)
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MARCH SEE PAGE 22 FOR CONTACTS

1 Tuesday

2
Wednes-
day

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

7.45  “The Life of Horatio Nelson” an illustrated talk 
                 by Felicity Herring (Village Hall)

3 Thursday 7.45 - 8.45 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

4 Friday

10.00 - 10.45 am & 11.00 - 11.45 am Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)
12 noon to 3 pm Lent Lunch and Fair Trade Sales (St Nicholas 
Church)
7.45 pm - 10.30 pm Revellers’ Carnival Club Bingo (Village Hall)

5 Saturday

6 Sunday

11.00  am- 3.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)
11 am Sing Glory! Worship for all ages
12 noon Holy Communion (BCP)
6.30 pm Evensomg

7 Monday

10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
6.45 pm PC Planning Committee meets to consider applications 
(Village Hall)
7.30 Parish Council Meeting (Village Hall)

8 Tuesday

9
Wednes-
day

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)
7.30 pm - Garden club- speaker from Castle Gardens (Village Hall)

10 Thursday 7.45 - 8.45 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

11 Friday 10.00 - 10.45 am & 11.00 - 11.45 am Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)

12 Saturday

13 Sunday
9.30 am Holy Communion
11.00  am- 3.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)

14 Monday
10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
7.30 pm Annual Parish Meeting (Village Hall)

15 Tuesday
7.30    “Visit to India” - talk by Nancy Mauger (Scool Hall)
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MARCH SEE PAGE 22 FOR CONTACTS

16
Wednes-
day

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

2.30 pm  “A Spiritual Journey through the East” (Vicarage)

17 Thursday 7.45 - 8.45 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

18 Friday 10.00 - 10.45 am & 11.00 - 11.45 am Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)

19 Saturday 10 am - 2 pm School Bike Day (St Nicholas School)

20
Palm
Sunday

11.00  am- 3.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)
11.00 am Holy Communion
6.30 pm Evensong

21 Monday

10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
7.30 pm PC Planning Committee meets to consider applications 
(Village Hall)

22 Tuesday

23
Wednes-
day

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

24 Thursday
7.45 - 8.45 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

25 Friday

26 Saturday

27
Easter
Sunday

8 am Holy Communion (BCP)
11.00  am- 3.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)
11 am Alleluia! He is Risen!

28 Monday 7.15 pm Football Club Meeting (Bird in Hand)

29 Tuesday

30
Wednes-
day

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

31 Thursday 7.45 - 8.45 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)
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APRIL SEE PAGE 22 FOR CONTACTS

1 Friday 10.00 - 10.45 am & 11.00 - 11.45 am Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)

2 Saturday

3 Sunday
8 am Holy Communion (BCP)
11 am Sing Glory! Worship for all ages
6.30 pm Evensong

4 Monday 10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)

5 Tuesday

6
Wednes-
day

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

7.45  “English Civil War” a talk by Sean Page (Village Hall)

7 Thursday 7.45 - 8.45 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

8 Friday 10.00 - 10.45 am & 11.00 - 11.45 am Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)

9 Saturday

10 Sunday
9.30 am Holy Communion
11.00  am- 3.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)

11 Monday

10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
6.45 pm PC Planning Committee meets to consider applications 
(Village Hall)
7.30 Parish Council Meeting (Village Hall)

12 Tuesday

13
Wednes-
day

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)
7 pm Garden Club discount evening at Castle Gardens

14 Thursday 7.45 - 8.45 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

15 Friday 10.00 - 10.45 am & 11.00 - 11.45 am Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)
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APRIL SEE PAGE 22 FOR CONTACTS

16 Saturday

17 Sunday
11.00 am Holy Communion
6.30 pm Evensong

18 Monday
10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall

19 Tuesday
WI   Visit to “Olives et Al” - Sturminster Newton. Details TBA

20
Wednes-
day

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

MU  Afternoon visit to Abbey House, Glastonbury (details TBA)

21 Thursday 7.45 - 8.45 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

22 Friday 10.00 - 10.45 am & 11.00 - 11.45 am Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)

23 Saturday

24 Sunday
9.30am Morning Prayer
11.00  am- 3.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)

25 Monday

10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
7.15 pm Football Club Meeting (Bird in Hand)
7.30 pm PC Planning Committee meets to consider applications  
(Village Hall)
7.30 pm St Nicholas Church Annual Meeting of Parishioners (St Ni-
cholas Church)

26 Tuesday

27
Wednes-
day

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

28 Thursday 7.45 - 8.45 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

29 Friday 10.00 - 10.45 am & 11.00 - 11.45 am Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)

30 Saturday
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MAY SEE PAGE 22 FOR CONTACTS

1
Rpgation
Sunday

No Services in Henstridge
7 pm United Benefice Service at Stowell

2 Monday
10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall

3 Tuesday

4
Wednes-
day

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)
7.30  Skittles in the Bird in Hand

5 Thursday
COUNCIL ELECTIONS
7.45 - 8.45 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

6 Friday 10.00 - 10.45 am & 11.00 - 11.45 am Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)

7 Saturday

8 Sunday
9.30 am Holy Communion
11.00  am- 3.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)

9 Monday

10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
6.45 pm PC Planning Committee meets to consider applications  
(Village Hall)
7.30 Parish Council Meeting (Village Hall)

10 Tuesday

11
Wednes-
day

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)
2.30 pm Garden Club outing to Mintern Gardens

12 Thursday 7.45 - 8.45 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

13 Friday 10.00 - 10.45 am & 11.00 - 11.45 am Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)

14 Saturday

15
Pentecost-
Sunday

11.00 am Holy Communion
6.30 pm Evensong
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MAY SEE PAGE 22 FOR CONTACTS

16 Monday
10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall

17 Tuesday
7.30  WI - Resolutions - speaker VCO (Henstridge School)

18
Wednes-
day

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

2.30 pm MU  Branch Meeting (Vicarage)

19 Thursday 7.45 - 8.45 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

20 Friday 10.00 - 10.45 am & 11.00 - 11.45 am Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)

21 Saturday

22
Trinity
Sunday

9.30 am Morning Prayer
11.00  am- 3.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)

23 Monday

10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
7.15 pm Football Club Meeting (Bird in Hand)
7.30 pm PC Planning Committee meets to consider applications 
(Village Hall)

24 Tuesday

25
Wednes-
day

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

26 Thursday 7.45 - 8.45 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

27 Friday
10.00 - 10.45 am & 11.00 - 11.45 am Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)
7.30 pm Football Club Dinner (Village Hall)

28 Saturday

29 Sunday
11 am Morning Prayer
6.30 pm Holy communion

30 Monday
10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
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Townsend
fifteen years ago
and recently

Then and now

Photos by Bill Tolley
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A HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR AT 

ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

The school is working towards the „HEALTHY SCHOOLS AWARD‰, this is a National 
Award and helps the school to focus on many issues relating to health and well-being.  
Linked to our targets we are further developing the curriculum, working within the 
community and developing our Learning Garden.

We enjoyed a splendid Get Together with the older members of our community just 
before Christmas when we got together to share Carols 
and Christmas songs.  After a sing and a chat the children 
served tea and mince pies that they had made to their 
guests.  It was a very enjoyable time for all of us and cer-
tainly something we will look forward to doing next year.  
If you would like to join us then, 
please pop into school and let us 
know so that we can contact you.  

Our thanks to Nancy Mauger for all 
her efforts and time spent in organising the afternoon.  As one 
Year 6 boy said,‰ ThatÊs the best afternoon IÊve had in school for a 
long time!‰ 

We are also working hard on the school environment, developing 
our Learning Garden.  Each child has their own small garden plot 
and last term planted bulbs for a show of flowers in the spring.  The first green shoots 

are just peeping out from the cold earth, and soon we will have 
flowers to brighten the dullest day! What a great way to do your 
science! After the bulbs flower we will lift them and plant some 
salad vegetables in their place, learning still more first hand about 
the growth of plants and healthy eating. 

All Children up to the age of 7 now receive a free piece of Fruit 
or Vegetable each day to help balance their diet and to work 

towards the ideal of 5 pieces a day.  They look forward with eager anticipation to getting 
their banana, apple or Satsuma.  Older children complete a daily aerobic workout in the 
middle of the afternoon to increase fitness levels, coordination skills and to energise 
themselves for the last lesson of the day.

We also enjoyed 3 wonderful sessions with Brian Dav-
enport for the Construction Industry Training Board – 
again linked to learning in Science and Design Technolo-
gy – where the children constructed spans, suspension 
bridges and even a dome that filled the entire school 
hall.  We have many budding civil engineers and our 
study of construction will continue as we visit the build-
ing works at Summerfields.
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Pupil numbers continue to grow steadily while all three classes still enjoy relatively small 
numbers allowing for individual attention for each child whatever their needs.
If you are interested in finding out more about the school please contact us on 01963 
362308.  if you are a keen gardener, and have some spare time you may be able to help 
us.  If you have any other talent which you feel would benefit the school and our chil-
dren, friends are always welcome.

Jess Pitman, Headteacher

In the autumn of 2003, in a quiet, forgotten area within the grounds of St. Nicholas Primary 

School, a small revolution was taking place.  A dedicated group of conspirators with one 
united aim, carved out and formulated what was quickly to become known as the great Hen-
stridge 'SECRET', a pre-school offering the very best learning opportunities for the under 
fives.  The name encompassing all the conspiratorsÊ ambitions for children embarking on the 
educational trip of a life time-EXPLORERS!

Explorers opened in January 2003, and very rapidly established a reputation for providing a 
nurturing, caring, safe environment.  Word of mouth became the main (and, of course, the 
most flattering) advertising tool; the quiet revolution began to grow in momentum.  The 
quality of Explorers' curriculum and its execution was then officially recognised by an out-
standing Ofsted in 2004.  "The staff provide children with a positive, learning environment 
where they are encouraged to develop at their own pace", a quote from their first Ofsted 
that could only convey 'MISSION ACCOMPLISHED1 to the hard working band of volun-
teers and the staff of Explorers.

So, if you wish for your child to 'join up', details of what is on offer follow: -

Explorers is open four mornings every week during school term time and takes young peo-
ple from two and a half years up.  Government grants are available for three and four year 
olds, fees for those not eligible being modest in line with 
Explorers' non profit making status. Most importantly, 
Explorers is independently run and managed by volun-
tary committee, ensuring the greatest degree of direct 
feedback.  Parents can therefore hope to create the 
learning environment they want within the parameters 
available.

Children enjoy learning. Pre-school enables children to 
make a seamless transition to full time school, Explorers 
exists to facilitate that seamless transition. If you want 
to find out more, ring Anna or Simone on 0779 224 08 
04 or write c/o St.Nicholas Primary School, Ash Walk, 
Henstridge.

EXPLORERS!

Explorers on a winter nature walk
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Henstridge
by the
Sea

The Quiz in aid of the Children's Play Area 
held on Friday January 14th was successful, 
with an attendance of 77 people who all 
seemed to enjoy the evening.

Total funds raised including the raffle was 
£274-00

May I express my thanks to 
all who attended to support 
a worthy cause, and to all 
the individuals and the 
companies who donated 
prizes etc.

The quiz was won by a team from the WI 
who were presented with a small shield

I would like to personally thank the following 
three Ladies.

Jean Waterhouse— For a great job 
in marking.

Bridget Hallet————For stepping 
into the fray reading the questions.

And a special thanks to my wife Pat 
—For all her help on the night. and for 
many days and nights before, it most 
definitely could not have been done 
without her. 

The Quiz

This year the theme for the Jostle is to 

be a seaside one. The village will be 

renamed 

Henstridge by the Sea.

At the moment the brain is just begin-

ning to tick -  but these are my first 

thoughts.

The Church Green will have a pier. We 

need a promenade - with lights and 

railings.

There will be candy floss and  ice 

cream : Buckets and Spades : Charac-

ter Boards with holes! (there must be a 

name for those) : Punch & Judy : On 

the stage - a beauty contest : knobbly 

knees : Morris Dancers : seaside 

songs. : How about a talent show?

Donkey rides? Who can supply a don-

key

Its time for your ideas. 

I am thinking of giving the stage items 

to village groups. Would your group like 

to choose one before I give you one?

I will soon be getting groups together to 

take the event forward. There are 

things that can be done NOW before 

the gardening days return.

Jostle -  25th June 2005
A message from Bridget

Mulled Wine
at the Christmas Market

The Market raised £683.44 for Church 
Funds

Jim Ackland writes
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CHANGING ROOMS PROJECT

The latest news on the Changing Rooms is that we have submitted preliminary 
sketches to the Football Foundation (the sport funding organisation) for their 
views before we go any further. We have had their observations and now all this 
information is with our Architect who is drawing up plans for submission to the 
South Somerset District Council for approval. We have had an advanced meeting 
with a Planning Officer who is doing all he can to help this through. Hopefully we 
will have some more good news in the next edition of this magazine.

VILLAGE HALL

We have now completed the second of our projects in that the entrance porch 
has been repaired and renewed so it is a dry walk in and out of the Hall with the 
addition of a sensor light over the main door.
We have a meeting with Somerset District Council this month to discuss upgrad-
ing the existing toilets and installing a unisex toilet for the use of disabled visitors.
The new curtains are being made and will shortly be hung in the Hall.
We have made quite good progress with our projects due to the support and hard 
work of our committee.

Dee Jales, Secretary

My escalonia escalates,
My forsythia forges forth,
 I live in fear
 I’ll disappear
 Beneath the creeper’s
 Scarlet glare
Should I incur it’s wrath

But can I get the climbing 
rose
 Nor yet the clematis I chose
 To grow apace 
 And interlace
 To hide from view
 Whate’er I do
Or if I gently doze?

On dandelions I wage a war
On plantains vent my ire

 Marauding cats
 Leave noxious pats
 And birds adore
 Their mess to pour

All over my back door.

The grass, full lustily it grows
While Leo weekly comes and 
mows

 But  leafy screen
 Where branches lean
 To encapsulate
 The verdant scene –

Will it never me enclose?

My Garden - Henstridge 
by Catherine Craufurd

News from the Village Hall

To book the Village 
Hall please con-
tact:
Mrs F Cornish
46 Ash Walk
Henstridge
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ORGANISATION CONTACT MEETING PLACE

After School Activities Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards - 362282 Church Tower

Bingo Mrs Sue Aldridge Village Hall

Brownies Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

Boot Sale Teresa Pinkawa - 250897 Village Hall

 CAMEO club Ann Frost - 363340 Village Hall

Church Services Rev Peter Hallett - 362266 Church & Vicarage

Cricket Hugo Barton - 363193

Drawing & Painting Sally Gubb - 33246 Village Hall

Football
Peter Jackson - 363460
Graham Parsons - 362072

Henstridge Gardeners
Gill Egan - 370598
Angela Warden - 363257

Village Hall

House Prayer Group Nancy Mauger - 370535
Treetops, Whitechurch 
Lane, Yenston

LineDancing Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

 Mothers’ Union
Nancy Mauger - 370535
Pat Hughes - 362027

Vicarage

Parish Council
Rachel Walker (Clerk) - 
370388

Village Hall

Quiz Night Jim Ackland - 363677 Village Hall

St Nicholas Singers
Liz Holbrook - 363193
Lizzie Jeanes - 370769

School Hall

Toddlers Gym
Sue Milligan -
01935 412137

Village Hall

Village Hall Mrs F Cornish - 362543 46, Ash Walk

 Womens’ Institute Gill Holt - 363614 School Hall

Editors note

To the best of my knowledge, the information on the calendar and the list of contacts is correct at 

the time of going to press. If there are any inaccuracies, please let me know so that I may do better 

next time!

(Gerald 363497 or coxwall@aol.com)

The next issue will cover  June 2005 to September 2005 inclusive.
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School Bike 
Day

In memory of Margaret Chilcott

St Nicholas School

Saturday 19th March 2005

10am to 2pm

Invited Participants

THE LOVELACE BICYCLE EXHIBITION
Small exhibition of photos and bicycles from the Lovelace Victorian Bicycle 

Works in Henstridge  1888 – 1918

The Magnet Bicycle
Edwardian Bicycles made in Gillingham

Exhibits from Veteran Cycling Club members

Other old bicycle exhibits including a ‘Penny Farthing’

Bicycling Memorabilia

School Association Spring Bazaar

Vintage, Veteran & Classic Motor Cycles and Cars

Refreshments

Visitors Welcome
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RECTOR

THE REVD PETER HALLETT

THE VICARAGE, CHURCH STREET, HENSTRIDGE BA8 0QE
TEL: 01963 362266

 halatvic@aol.com

CHURCHWARDENS

OFFICERS OF THE PCC

GERALD FRENCH

COXWALLS COTTAGE

ASH END, HENSTRIDGE

TEL:363497
coxwall@aol.com

MARTIN RIDGEWELL

1, FURGE LANE

HENSTRIDGE

TEL:363673

Vice-Chair
Jane Jeanes

Bowden Farm Cottage
Bowden

Tel : 370769
jane.jeanes@ukgateway.net

Treasurer
John Hughes
5 Virginia Close

Henstridge
Tel: 362027

hughesj100@aol.com

THIS MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED BY THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF ST NICHOLAS CHURCH, HENSTRIDGE.
Compiled and printed by

GERALD FRENCH

St Nicholas ChurchSt Nicholas ChurchSt Nicholas ChurchSt Nicholas Church

Annual Meeting of Parishioners
In the church

Monday 25th April at 7.30 pm

At this meeting, the Churchwardens for the ensuing year will be elected

All persons resident in the Parish whose names are entered 
on the register of local government  electors by reason of 

such residence are entitled to attend the meeting and vote on 
the election of the Churchwardens


