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Greetings:  You will note from the 

headline above that it is Hen-

stridge’s Parish Gift Day this month. 

A Parish Gift Day is when we invite 

all the folk who live within the Parish 

to support the Church with Gifts.  To 

enable that, you will find with this 

Magazine an envelope in which you 

can return any Gift you wish to 

make.  Please return your Gift to the 

Church in one of the following ways: 

-

First, by bringing it to the Service at 

11 am or 6.30 pm on the 21st No-

vember.  Or, you can return it by 

delivering it to the Vicarage.  A third 

option is simply to return your gift 

via someone you know who attends 

worship at the church.

If you are a taxpayer, you can in-

crease the value of your gift by 28p 

for every £1 you give by completing 

the Gift Aid Declaration on the enve-

lope.  This is because, as a charity, 

we can reclaim the tax you paid on 

your gift.

I sometimes forget to say some of 

the things above, so I thought I 

would say them first this year.

A Parish Church’s only income is 

from fund raising, and gifts given 

directly to them by the regular wor-

shippers, and others who wish to 

support the church in their commu-

nity.  Any funds we need to maintain 

and improve our church building 

have to be raised locally.  Some-

times one can get grants from Eng-

lish Heritage, etc, to help.  The 

Chancellor helps by enabling us to 

claim a grant for certain works that 

has the effect of reducing VAT to 

5%.  But the church building is not 

now, nor ever has been, maintained 

by the Church of England or the 

Church Commissioners or any oth-

er national body.  Having said that, 

for historical reasons the Church 

Commissioners do have a liability to 

repair the Chancel in Henstridge 

Church.  But apart from that limited 

liability, it’s down to us.

The Reverend Peter Hallett

Parish Gift Day
Sunday 21st November

Continued on page 4
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Elsie Swingler died on 21st September 

2004 at age 82 after suffering a long 

illness. Mrs Swingler was the wife of 

Prebendary Jack Swingler, who was 

Vicar and later Rector of Henstridge 

Parish from 1952 to 1985. After the 

Prebendary’s retirement, the couple 

moved to Galhampton where they spent 

many happy years. Her funeral took 

place in St Nicholas Church Henstridge 

on 1st October when the service was 

taken by her husband. Mrs Swingler will 

be well remembered for her kindliness 

and cheerfulness by those who were 

living in Henstridge at the time. 

Elsie Swingler
1922-2004

There is to be another “Village Open 
Gardens Weekend” in aid of the British 

Red Cross on the 18th & 19th June 2005, 
from 2.00pm to 5.30pm – so please 
make a note in your diaries now.

We are hoping to have at least 6 gar-
dens open, but would like more!  

If you are considering offering your gar-
den to be open that week-end please 
let Ann Frost know as soon as possible 
on 01 963 363 340, so that you can be 
covered by the Red Cross Public Liabil-

ity Insurance scheme.

Red Cross

Open Gardens 

As well as maintaining our building, Parish 

Churches within the Diocese have to raise 

all the funds that provide for the provision of 

Clergy.  That is the stipends and housing of 

the present serving Clergy, plus the costs of 

training folk who will become our parish 

priests, and providing Pensions for retired 

Clergy.  Each Parish Church has to contrib-

ute to the Diocesan Budget, which together 

meets this cost.

In an ideal world we would be carrying out 

some major repair work on the church roof.  

We carried out some ad hoc repairs about 

a year ago, but to do the job properly would 

cost far more than we currently have.  Many 

of the windows need serious attention - one 

window (in the vestry) has actually fallen 

out!  We still have aspirations to do some-

thing about the heating when funds allow.  

We are aware that the lead on the Tower 

Roof needs replacing in the foreseeable 

future.  Parts of the churchyard wall need 

repair.  And we would like to be restoring the 

Lych Gate.  There are many more minor 

things that all add up.  Historic building like 

our church need a lot of caring for. 

We can only do these things with your help.  

The Parish Church has been at the heart of 

our village for centuries.  Help us to keep it 

and the surrounding churchyard to the 

standard we would all wish.  Thanks for 

reading this - and thanks for your support.  

Big houses are made from little bricks - all 

gifts help.  In anticipation of yours - Thanks.

Parish Gift Day
Continued from page 3
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Henstridge Brownies had a busy end to the summer term taking part in Somersets Fun 
days in Cheddar, a camp fire in Bowden and swimming in Wincanton.This term has seen 
them taking part in a sleepover at the science museum in London. They travelled by train 
from Templecombe station walked around some of London's landmarks,picniced in St 
James park entertained by the squirrels and experienced a very crowded underground 
train ride. Two lines were closed and it was the night of proms in the park! They then spent 
several hours taking part in space activites before sleeping on the museum floor(leaders 
also sleep on the floor). Breakfast and activities continued until 10 am when the public 
came in and they became ordinary users of the museum. They spent some more time 
around the capital before returning on the train. 

 Brownies are working on the road safety badge at present and have been out and about 
in Henstridge looking for road signs,learning how to cross the roads safely and trying to 
work out why pavements cease when the road gets more dangerous.

At the end of 2000 Brownies planted various 
tree seeds and some of these have now 
grown into fine trees . On the 30th October 3 
of these will be planted at the county camp 
site in Wedmore in memory of 3 women who 
have died in the last year and who have 
given much to Guiding in Somerset. One 
was Betty Clay the last surviving daughter of 
our founders who died in April . She lived for 
the last few years in Holton and I was privi-
leged to visit her on many occaisions. 
Brownies and Guides also entertained her 
and her friends at Eliscombe.

 If anyone would like to join us for the tree 
planting please ring Brown Owl on 370769.

 If you know of any girl 7 or nearly 7 who 
would like to join us please ring me. We 
meet in the school hall on Mondays and 
welcome prospective new members with 
their parents consent.

Wincanton District Rangers are young wom-
en who are 14+ and meet in the Red Cross 
hall in Wincanton on Tuesday evenings. 
Please ring 370099 for details. They 
travel farther afield having just taken part in 
The Big Gig ,a pop concert held this year in 
Manchester .

A Celebration ofA Celebration ofA Celebration ofA Celebration of

St NicholasSt NicholasSt NicholasSt Nicholas
Our patron saintOur patron saintOur patron saintOur patron saint

The St Nicholas Ensemble
presents an evening of 

seasonal music and readings
with Carols for all

featuring
Frances Eustace

playing baroque instruments

Friday 3 December 7pmFriday 3 December 7pmFriday 3 December 7pmFriday 3 December 7pm

At Higher Marsh House, Henstridge

Dinner @ 7.30pm
Application for Tickets (£12.50 each)

by Saturday November 27th with 
S.A.E. please

from Lady Craufurd, Honeysuckle 
Cottage

Southmead Lane, Henstridge, Tem-
plecombe, Somerset, BA8 0RJ

Tel. 01963 363367

Henstridge Brownies
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Our first “Church Bike Day” was a great success, drawing 

interested visitors from near and far. The event was ar-

ranged to coincide with the sponsored cycle ride organised 

by the “Friends of Somerset’s Churches & Chapels”, al-

though most of the people I spoke to were from Dorset!

In the church, our main feature was the ‘Lovelace Bicycle Exhibition’. Robert Samuel Lovelace was 

a Victorian blacksmith who lived and worked in Henstridge and has some claim to have produced 

the first, practical, ladies safety bicycle. He also made and raced bicycles with some 

success, touring the country by train with Bill Light of Gillingham. Bill’s grandson, 

Herbie, was our first visitor on the day and has promised to bring one of his grand-

father’s bicycles if we have another bicycle exhibition. In fact, several people were 

keen to exhibit if we do it again, including a member of the Veteran Cycle Club who 

offered to bring  replicas of early bicycles such as a ‘Penny-Farthing’, ‘Hobby Hoss’, ‘Bone-

shaker’ and ‘Dandy Charger’.

Many thanks to everyone who helped with the event, especially the owners of the classic vehicles 

that were on display in the car park. One of the many highlights of my day was a ride in a Model ‘T’ 

Ford. Is there anyone out there with a Le Mans Bent-

ley? 

The 'Who's Who' quiz was won by Rhona Kingsbury. 

Her superb detective work managed to solve 7 of the 

11 picture puzzles concerning well known local folk. 

The day raised nearly £130 for St Nicholas Church 

funds and a good time was had by all

A report by David Rabone

During the summer months, members enjoyed the Deanery 
outing to Malmesbury Abbey Gardens in lovely weather. This 
was followed by Evensong and tea in the Abbey.

On 9th August members joined the Deanery event on Mary 
Sumner Day (founder of the M.U.) at Penselwood for a church service followed by 
tea.

On August 28th a few members went to the Open Day at Abbey House, Glastonbury.

MOTHERS’ UNION

Church Bike Day

Richard Lovelace with a “Lovelace” bike

The Model T Ford which was one of the
highlights of the day
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Henstridge Gardeners held their last meeting of the year on 

13th October to enjoy an illustrated talk on cultivated daffo-

dils. Earlier activities in the year included talks on “Shrubs & 

Trees” and “We made a garden”. Speakers came twice from 

Castle Gardens to talk on “A Garden Centre Year” and 

“Summer Plants”, a feature of these evenings being the 

availability of plants for sale at substantial discounts.

Two outings were enjoyed during the year, one to Malmes-

bury the other to Abbey Farm in Montacute. Members also attended the Castle Gardens Gold 

Club party in July.

Although 13th October saw the final formal meet-

ing of the Club for 2004, members will be enjoy-

ing a Christmas Luncheon at the Bird in Hand on 

14th December.

Next year’s programme is still in skeleton form – 

there will be talks in March, June, September and 

October, a visit to Minterne in May and Hester-

combe in July, and a barbecue at Cherry Bolber-

ry Farm in August.

Details of these events will be obtainable from 

Gill Egan (370598) or Angela Warden (363257)

Henstridge Gardeners

CarolPerrett and Gill Holt address the AGM

Abbey Farm. Montacute

The Royal British Legion continues its vital work providing financial, social and 

emotional support to millions who have served and are currently serving in the 

Armed Forces, and their dependants. Currently, nearly 11 million people are eligi-

ble for their support and the charity receives around 300,000 calls for help every 

year. 

The Legion was founded in 1921 as a voice for the ex-Service community. Today it 

has 550,000 members. British service people are in action around the world every 

day of the year. They know that if they need our support - now or in the future - the 

Legion is always on active duty for them.

Last year alone, the Royal British Legion spent more than £54 million carrying out 

its welfare work among the ex-Service community. This was largely funded by the 

kind donations and fundraising efforts of its supporters.

A Service of Remembrance will be held in St Nicholas Church at 10.55 am on Sun-

day 14th November.

Poppy Appeal time
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As some of you are aware we have spent the last three years working hard towards 

obtaining funding for new changing rooms for the Football and Cricket Clubs. This was 

to replace the old and outdated ones in existence.

The Clubs’ respective Leagues had said that unless the Changing Rooms were brought 

up to an acceptable standard then it looked as if the Clubs would be asked to leave thus 

depriving Henstridge of both sports teams.

This, we decided, would not happen and so we presented our application for funding to 

the Football Foundation, who after having received our application informed us a month 

later that they could not fund a project associated with a timber frame building. Nowhere 

was this mentioned in the three year run up to application. As you can image this was 

a big shock to us, so many people had been working hard on this project.

Not to be daunted we made enquiries as to a ‘stand alone’ Changing Rooms facility.

We approached Henstridge Parish Council to ask if we could lease the land currently 

occupied by the derelict portable building to the far side of the Village Hall.  This they 

generously agreed to do. We are currently talking to SSDC Planning, Architect, Builder 

and Sports Funding.  The money so generously given by many of you will be put to 

building a separate Changing Room instead of incorporating it into the Village Hall.

FURTHER PROJECTS.  We have also put into motion replacing the covered 

entrance to the Village Hall, which will be done very soon. Inside the Hall has been 

painted and the curtains will soon be replaced. It is hoped that shortly we will be able 

to replace the toilets and kitchen in the Village Hall, if we 

can obtain sufficient funding.

We will keep you updated as things progress. Once again 

our thanks to all who generously gave to help our funding. 

It is safe in our bank account for the new Changing Rooms 

Project.

CHANGING ROOMS PROJECT

To book the Village Hall 

please contact:

Mrs F Cornish

46 Ash Walk

Henstridge Tele: 362543

Dee Jales, Secretary

Little Alex was staring up at the large brass plaque that hung on the side wall of the church. The 
plaque was covered with names, and seemed to fascinate the seven-year old.

“All those names,” he said to the minister. “Who are they?”

“Well, they were people who used to go to this church,” explained the minister. “This is a memori-
al to all the young men and women who died in the services."

Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque. Little Alex’s voice was barely audible 
when he asked, "Which service, the 9.30 o’clock, or the 11 o’clock?”

Died in the services 
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NOVEMBER SEE PAGE 22 FOR CONTACTS

1 Monday
10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall

2 Tuesday 7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Ringing (Church)

3 Wednesday

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)
10.00 - 10.45 & 11.00 - 11.45 Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)

7.45 pm   “Down the Amazon in Reed Boats” - Illustrated Talk

4 Thursday 8 pm - 9 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

5 Friday

6 Saturday

7
Sunday
3rd before

Advent

11 am Sing Glory! Worship for all ages
12 noon Holy Communion (BCP)
6.30 Evensong

8 Monday

10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
6.45 pm PC Planning Committee meets to consider applications
7.30 Parish Council Meeting (Village Hall)

9 Tuesday 7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Ringing (Church)

10 Wednesday
10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)
10.00 - 10.45 & 11.00 - 11.45 Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)
7.30 - 9.30 pm Model Flying Club

11 Thursday 8 pm - 9 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

12 Friday

13 Saturday 10 am - 1 pm  WI table top sale (Village Hall)

14
Remember-
ance
Sunday

10.55 am Service of Remembrance
11.00  am- 1.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)

15 Monday
10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
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NOVEMBER SEE PAGE 22 FOR CONTACTS

16 Tuesday 7.30 pm   WI AGM & quiz
7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Ringing (Church)

17 Wednesday

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)
10.00 - 10.45 & 11.00 - 11.45 Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)

2.30  MU - sponsored Knit-In for the Children's Society (Vicarage)

18 Thursday 8 pm - 9 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

19 Friday

20 Saturday

21
Sunday
next before
Advent

11.00 am Holy Communion
11.00  am- 1.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)
6.30 Evensong

22 Monday
10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
7.30 pm PC Planning Committee meets to consider applications

23 Tuesday 7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Ringing (Church)

24 Wednesday
10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)
10.00 - 10.45 & 11.00 - 11.45 Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)

25 Thursday 8 pm - 9 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

26 Friday

27 Saturday

28
Sunday first 
in
Advent

9.30 am Morning Prayer

29 Monday
10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall

30 Tuesday 7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Rnging (Church)
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DECEMBER SEE PAGE 22 FOR CONTACTS

1 Wednesday

10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)
10.00 - 10.45 & 11.00 - 11.45 Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)

7.45pm  Christmas Party & Fish & Chip Supper (Village Hall)

2 Thursday 8 pm - 9 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

3 Friday 7.45  pm- 10.30 pm Revellers’ Carnival Club Bingo (Village Hall)

4 Saturday

5
Sunday sec-
ond of Ad-
vent

11.00 am Morning Prayer
12 noon Holy Communion (BCP)
4.30 pm Christingle Service

6 Monday

10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
6.45 pm PC Planning Committee meets to consider applications
7.30 Parish Council Meeting (Village Hall)

7 Tuesday 7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Ringing (Church)

8 Wednesday
10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)
10.00 - 10.45 & 11.00 - 11.45 Toddlers Gym (Village Hall)

9 Thursday 8 pm - 9 pm Line Dancing (Village Hall)

10 Friday

11 Saturday

12
Sunday third 
of
Advent

9.30 am Holy Communion
11.00  am- 1.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)

13 Monday

14 Tuesday 7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Ringing (Church)

15 Wednesday
10.00 am   MU shares Holy Communion followed by Carols & Mince-
pies (Vicarage)

7.30  WI Christmas Social (School Hall)
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DECEMBER SEE PAGE 22 FOR CONTACTS

16 Thursday

17 Friday

18 Saturday

19
Sunday 
fourth of 
Advent

11.00 am Holy Communion
11.00  am- 1.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)
6.30 pm Festival of Carols and Lessons

20 Monday 7.30 pm PC Planning Committee meets to consider applications

21 Tuesday 7.30  WI Christmas Social (School Hall)

22 Wednesday 10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

23 Thursday

24 Friday
4.00 pm Crib Service
11.30 pm First Communion of Christmas

25 Saturday
11.00 am Peace to God’s People
A Christmas Celebration of Holy Communion for All Ages

26
Sunday first 
of Christ-
mas

9.30 am Holy Communion for All Ages

27 Monday

28 Tuesday

29 Wednesday 10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

30 Thursday

31 Friday
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JANUARY SEE PAGE 22 FOR CONTACTS

1 Saturday

2
Sunday
Epiphany

11.00 am Light of the World
A Celebration of Epiphany for All Ages
12 noon Holy Communion (BCP)
11.00  am- 1.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)

3 Monday

4 Tuesday 7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Ringing (Church)

5 Wednesday 10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

6 Thursday

7 Friday

8 Saturday

9
Sunday 
Baptism of 
Christ

9.30 am Holy Communion
11.00  am- 1.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)

10 Monday

10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
6.45 pm PC Planning Committee meets to consider applications
7.30 Parish Council Meeting (Village Hall)

11 Tuesday 7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Ringing (Church)

12 Wednesday 10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

13 Thursday

14 Friday 7.15 pm New Year Quiz (Village Hall)

15 Saturday
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JANUARY SEE PAGE 22 FOR CONTACTS

16
Sunday sec-
ond of 
Epiphany

11.00 am Holy Communion
11.00  am- 1.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)
6.30 pm Evensong

17 Monday
10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall

18 Tuesday
7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Ringing (Church)

7.30  WI Designing for Chelsea by John Foster-Pegg (School Hall)

19 Wednesday
10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

2.30 pm  MU - speaker: Rev. Peter Hallett (Vicarage)

20 Thursday

21 Friday

22 Saturday

23
Sunday
Third of 
Epiphany

9.30 am Morning Prayer
11.00  am- 1.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)

24 Monday
10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
7.30 pm PC Planning Committee meets to consider applications

25 Tuesday 7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Ringing (Church)

26 Wednesday 10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

27 Thursday

28 Friday

29 Saturday

30
Sunday 
Candlemas

11.00 am Morning Prayer
11.00  am- 1.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)
6.30 pm Holy Communion

31 Monday
10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
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FEBRUARY SEE PAGE 22 FOR CONTACTS

1 Tuesday 7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Ringing (Church)

2 Wednesday
10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

7.45  “Still Musick Plays” - Frances Eustace

3 Thursday

4 Friday

5 Saturday

6
Sunday
next before
Lent

11 am Sing Glory! Worship for all ages
12 noon Holy Communion (BCP)
11.00  am- 1.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)
6.30 Evensong

7 Monday

10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
6.45 pm PC Planning Committee meets to consider applications
7.30 Parish Council Meeting (Village Hall)

8 Tuesday 7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Ringing (Church)

9 Wednesday 10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

10 Thursday

11 Friday

12 Saturday

13
Sunday
Lent 1

9.30 am Holy Communion
11.00  am- 1.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)

14 Monday
10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
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FEBRUARY SEE PAGE 22 FOR CONTACTS

15 Tuesday
7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Ringing (Church)

7.30  WI  “The Donkey Sanctuary” (School Hall)

16 Wednesday
10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

2.30  World-wide Wave of Prayer service (Vicarage)

17 Thursday

18 Friday

19 Saturday

20
Sunday
Lent 2

11.00 am Holy Communion
11.00  am- 3.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)
6.30 pm Evensong

21 Monday
10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
7.30 pm PC Planning Committee meets to consider applications

22 Tuesday 7.30 pm - 9 pm Bell Ringing (Church)

23 Wednesday 10.00 am Holy Communion (Vicarage)

24 Thursday

25 Friday

26 Saturday

27
Sunday
Lent 3

9.30 am Morning Prayer
11.00  am- 1.00 pm Car Boot Sale (Village Hall)

28 Monday
10.00 am - noon Drawing and painting for beginners (Village Hall)
6 pm Brownies meet in School Hall
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Founded 1911

The season started with the Annual Yeovil Hospital Cup. Sixteen clubs are invited to 
take part in this competition which helps to raise approximately £1,000.00 towards the 
Hospital Funds. The final was played at Wincanton on Bank Holiday Monday when Hen-
stridge lost against Ilchester.

After an early exit from the Charity Cup, the 1st XI are unbeaten and are in second posi-
tion in the Yeovil Premier League. Two lads who always play well are Scott Martin and 
Danny Hill who have progressed from the Sunday team.

The Sunday Morning XI plays in Division two of the Blackmore Vale league and, at the 
moment, are also unbeaten with a good selection of players hoping to make the 1st XI.

As regards to Youth XI, the only problem is team selection as so many are interested; 
but this is good news for the future.

The club thanks the following sponsors for their help at with a successful Social Evening 
Race night held in the Village Hall on Saturday October 2nd

Airfield MOT Centre (Richard) : Diacut Ltd (Huey) : The Bird in Hand (Mark & Chris)
GP Services (Geoff) : John Graziano

Christmas Draw tickets will soon be on sale, the draw being held in the week before 
Christmas.
Contact numbers:-
 Peter Jackson (Chairman) 363460

Henstridge United Football Club

Since our last report, Henstridge WI has en-

joyed a very pleasant evening at Stourhead 

followed by a meal, and a very interesting talk 

on the workings of Age Concern in Somerset.

We began the new season with a talk by the 

Fire Brigade and this will be our last meeting 

for the foreseeable future in the Village Hall. 

From November we will meet in the new hall 

of the School and we hope to be able to 

attract new members to join us in our new 

surroundings!

The next important date in the WI calendar is 

Saturday November 13th when we hold our 

Table Top Sale. There will be Craft Stalls, WI 

produce, plants jewellery, bric-a-bac and 

many others. The sale starts at 10.00 and 

continues till 14.00, and there will be hot and 

cold refreshments. Please come 

and support us.

We have arranged a very varied 

calendar for 2005, ranging 

through Gardens, Animals, Travel, Antiques 

and even the Life of a Stuntswoman!! The 

skittles league is proceeding apace, with wins 

and losses, and we came third in the recent 

group quiz (out of twelve), so we feel there is 

something of interest for most people. But to 

end 2004, we have a Christmas Social in the 

School Hall at 7.30 on 3rd December. The 

Committee are to entertain(!!) the members 

with a pantomime, so if you think you would 

like to meet us with a view to joining, that 

could be the day, because the ice should be 

well and truly broken that night.

Henstridge WI
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A newly discovered chapter in the book of Genesis has provided the answer to “Where 

do pets come from?”.

It runs:-

“And Adam said ‘ Lord, when I was in the garden, you walked with me every day . Now I 
do not see you any more. I am lonesome here and it is difficult for me to remember how 
much you love me.’

And God said ‘No problem! I will create a companion for you that will be with you forever 
and who will be a reflection of my love for you, so that you will love me even when you 
cannot see me. Regardless of how selfish or childish or unlovable you may be, this new 
companion will accept you as you are, and will love you as I do, in spite of yourself.’ 

And God created a new animal to be a companion for Adam, and it was a 
good animal and God was pleased. And the new animal was pleased to be 
with Adam and he wagged his tail. 

And Adam said, ‘Lord., I have already named all the animals in the kingdom, 
and I cannot think of a name for this new animal.’ And God said  ‘No problem! 
Because I have created this new animal to be a reflection of my love for you, 
his name will be a reflection of my own name, and you will call him DOG.

And dog lived with Adam and was a companion to him and loved him – and Adam was 
comforted, and God was pleased and saw that it was good. And the dog was content and 
wagged his tail.

After a while, it came to pass that Adam’s guardian angel came to the Lord and said, ‘Lord, 
Adam has become filled with pride. He struts and preens like a peacock and he believes 
he is worthy of adoration. Dog has indeed taught him that he is loved, but perhaps too well.’

And God said ‘No problem! I will create for him a companion who will be with him forever 
and will see him as he is. The companion will remind him of his limitations, so he will know 
that he is not always worthy of adoration.’ 

And God create CAT to be a companion to Adam. And cat would not obey  Adam. And 
when Adam gazed into the cat’s eyes, he was reminded that he was not the 
Supreme Being. And Adam learned humility.

And God was pleased, and saw that it was good. And Adam was greatly 
improved. And dog was happy, and wagged his tail, and cat didn’t give a 
hoot one way or the other. 

Why God made Dogs and Cats

With hunting very much in the public mind at the present, here at least was one man 
who was converted while hunting. Hubert (bishop, d 727 AD) was out on Good Friday 
hunting stag when he came across a stag with a crucifix between its antlers. This so 
shook him that he converted to Christianity, and went on to become Bishop of Tongres-
Maestricht. History does not tell us if he killed the stag or not, or if he ever hunted stag 
again.

 Hubert and the stag
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Across 
7 Determine the place of (6)
8 Married, also meaning favoured and blessed 
of the Lord (6)
9 A change of position (4)
10 A collection of precious things (8)
11 Someone who speaks by divine inspiration 
(7)
13 The sacred writings of the Christian religion 
(5)
15 Members of the shepherd's flock (5)
17 Serious and intent (7)
20 Something brought into existence (8)
21 An indication of approval (4)
22 Densely wooded area (6)
23 A soft pale precious metal (6)

Down 
1 Esteem or respect (6)
2 A type of priestly offering (4)
3 A person not acknowledging God (7)
4 Commander-in-chief of Saul's army (5)
5 Challenge the accuracy of (8)
6 A cylindrical container (6)
12 A star cluster in the constellation Taurus (8)
14 Insanity (7)
16 A woman consecrated or devoted to prostitu-
tion (6)
18 A coin of ancient Greece (6)
19 Marked by conspicuous religiosity (5)
21 Exchange for money (4)

SOLUTION ON PAGE 20

If modern security at the Houses of Parliament seems a bit weak to you, take heart, it’s never been 

much better. At least purple flour bombs on Tony Blair and several hunts protestors running into the 

House of Commons didn’t intend any real harm. Whereas back in 1605 Guy Fawkes managed to 

stow a good few barrels of gunpowder under the House of Lords without anybody noticing. He 

wasn’t a member of Al-Quaeda, he was part of a Roman Catholic plot to murder James 1 of England 

and his parliament at the state opening. Fortunately, Guy Fawkes was found in time to prevent 

Parliament from being blown up.

 Guy Fawkes – an early terrorist
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Come and meet each other

Meetings at 7.45pm in the Village Hall

December 1st - “Christmas Party”.  Why not 

come along and have a fun evening with 

party food.

There will be no meeting in January.

The new 2005 programme will be available 

in time for the February meeting.

Contact Ann Frost – 01 963 363 340

Editor’s note
I am not pointing a finger at anyone in par-

ticular, but if your club is not mentioned on 

this magazine, it is almost certainly be-

cause you have not told me about it. Why 

hide your light under a bushel, tell me 

about it!

Deadline for the next issue is

No names, no pack drill!

November is a spinner
Spinning in the mist,

Weaving such a lovely web
Of gold and amethyst.
In among the shadows
She spins till close of day,

Then quietly she folds her hands
And puts her work away.

Margaret Rose
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ORGANISATION CONTACT MEETING PLACE

After School Activities Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

Bell Ringing Ellen Edwards - 362282 Church Tower

Brownies Jane Jeanes - 370769 School Hall

Boot Sale Teresa Pinkawa - 250897 Village Hall

 CAMEO club Ann Frost - 363340 Village Hall

Church Services Rev Peter Hallett - 362266 Church & Vicarage

Cricket Hugo Barton - 363193

Drawing & Painting Sally Gubb - 33246 Village Hall

Football
Peter Jackson - 362072
Graham Parsons - 363460

Henstridge Gardeners
Gill Egan - 370598
Angela Warden - 363257

Village Hall

House Prayer Group Nancy Mauger - 370535
Treetops, Whitechurch Lane, 
Yenston

LineDancing Ros Browning - 363016 Village Hall

 Mothers’ Union
Nancy Mauger - 370535
Pat Hughes - 362027

Vicarage

Parish Council
Rachel Walker (Clerk) - 
370388

Village Hall

Quiz Night Jim Ackland - 363677 Village Hall

St Nicholas Singers
Liz Holbrook - 363193
Lizzie Jeanes - 370769

School Hall

Toddlers Gym Sue Milligan - 423981 Village Hall

Village Hall Mrs F Cornish - 362543 46, Ash Walk

 Womens’ Institute Gill Holt - 363614 School Hall

Editors note
To the best of my knowledge, the information on 

the calendar and the list of contacts is correct at the time of go-
ing to press. If there are any inaccuracies, please let me know so that I 

may do better next time!
(Gerald 363497 or coxwall@aol.com)

The next issue will cover  February 05 to May 05 inclusive.

Let me know if you are organising any public events during this 
period. Deadline for copy and information to be included is 

18th January.
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Come & Join the Celebrations

marking the Birth of Christ

5th December 4.30 pm Christingle

24th December 4.00 pm Crib Service

24th December 11.30 pm First Communion of Christmas

Christmas Day 11.00 am Peace to God’s People

A Celebration of Holy Communion for All Ages

2nd January 11.00 am Light of the World

A Celebration of Epiphany for All Ages

All these events happen in the Church
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RECTOR

THE REVD PETER HALLETT

THE VICARAGE, CHURCH STREET, HENSTRIDGE BA8 0QE
TEL: 01963 362266

 halatvic@aol.com

CHURCHWARDENS

GERALD FRENCH

COXWALLS COTTAGE

ASH END, HENSTRIDGE

TEL:363497
coxwall@aol.com

MARTIN RIDGEWELL

1, FURGE LANE

HENSTRIDGE

TEL:363673

Vice-Chair
Jane Jeanes

Bowden Farm Cottage
Bowden

Tel : 370769
jane.jeanes@ukgateway.net

Treasurer
John Hughes
5 Virginia Close

Henstridge
Tel: 362027

hughesj100@aol.com
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GERALD FRENCH

4th December - 2pm to 4pm
St Nicholas Church

Mulled Wine 
- Mince Pies

Gift St
alls - C

raft St
alls

And Music!! 


